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1. Birds provide an accessible and memorable 
way to learn about nature and biodiversity, 
even in our own backyards

2. Watching and studying birds can tell us about 
animal behavior.

3. Watching and studying birds can tell us about 
ecological interactions among species.

4. Watching and studying birds can tell us about 
“webs of adaptation”.
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! 15 research visits between 1999 and 2019
! Santa Cruz Island: large island, multiple sites
! 9 of 14 Galápagos finch species
! focus on 4 Geospiza species
! behavioral ecology, evolutionary ecology, functional morphology
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Schluter, D. 2000.  The Ecology of Adaptive Radiation.       
Figure 1.1
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David Snow 1924-2009





David Snow (1982): Male bellbirds sing “what are 
probably the loudest of all bird calls” 





fotos: Anselmo d’Affonseca
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