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1.[AcademiclCitizenship,SociallTapitall@ndStudentINations”

Inlthel1940s during| thel years afterl thel WWLI, card games/Hwhist ¢njoyed popularityl Hbecame one
topiclamong thelstudents belonging tol thelstudent corporation Karjalainen Osakuntad (Karelian Nation) at
thelUniversityLofl Helsinki.[Somelmembers.were teady! to prohibit thel card gameslinl the[Nation
premises, associating| the ¢ards tol Viciousllife: likel the heavyliiselof alcohol ¢haracteristicl tolmany
student veteranslofl war.[Whilel “regaining thellost years” [ manyl post warlstudents'had a ¢clearl goal to
studylquicklyland find'a decent d6ccupation and incomelinl 4 teconstructing country. In thel¢ard debate,
onelstudent of medicine had 4 personal argument defending thel gamelof whist. According tolhim, the
playing/ skills/werel ¢ssential inl getting intolthe societylin thel future [ The future for thelstudentlof
medicine perhaps meant an occupationlas al practitioner Somewherelin' thel countryside, withl 4/ limited
circleloff friendslbelongingf tol thellocal ¢lite. “Supports.thelwhist ¢lublbecauselof egoistic teasons”,

commented the Nation ¢hronicle.”

From(thel sociological point of ¥iew, thel ¢ard debatel can be  treated as al questionl ofl social ¢apital,in
whichlindividuals'andlassociationslare seenlas possessingl and ¢ollecting honl material ¢apital Hlike
adopting various skills ot habitslandl ¢reating tiseful human networks. This articlel discusses thel concept
of facademicl¢itizen” [ oftenlised in’ thel discourse of theluniversitylstudents'inl post war Finland.
Behind thel discourse_onlacademiclcitizenship, differentl toleimodels_and futurel éxpectationslimposed
onltheluniversitylstudents¢an bel found. Thesel traditional views_and the  status of theleducated people
aslanlelitel faced crisis during/ the great Social and économical transition of thel1960s.

At the[University. ofl Helsinki/ thel traditional “Nations” L (Osakuntd inl Finnish) werel central teference
groupsLin socializing thelstudents toltheir future role. The[Nations havel theirl toots in thel structure of
medieval Europeanlhiniversities, wherelstudents werel divided into *nations’ according tol their tegional
origin.[Thelideawas adapted swhenl organizing thel firstthiniversity inl Finland, thel Academyl 6f Turkulin
1640./Thel Academy was later to bel known(as thel UniversityLofl Helsinki[shich was the only university
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inlFinland until the 1920s.1ts_positionl aslcompared withl the. newt province iniversities temained
superior until thel expansionandl decentralizationl of thel Finnishliniversity systeml during the[ 1960s.
Mostlstudentslat thel Universityl ofl Helsinki joined thel various Nations, at leastlas passive.members for
practical teasonslintil 1969111970, swhenl thel position/ of thel Nationslas al part of thel University
changed. Asljoining thelNations becamel voluntarylinl practiceand in' student world the subject telated
and political associationslwere felttmorelattractive/ many Nations_decayed inl the[1970s and lost their
“social ¢apital”. Inl the[1980s [ however, d wavelof heol traditionalism, continuing ever since, <was
experienced and the Nations becamel populatf again among/ $tudents.”

ThelNations havel always_ functioned as ¥clubs’larranging isual studentlsocial activities, butl éspecially
beforel thel great transition they had alsolwider tolelin/ building/ the Finnishlnational state. The  tegional
importancelof thel Nationslin their tecruiting areas, producinglocal ¢lites, should alsoltolbelhoted. °

“You havel howt gotl éxperience, how! thislsociety isllead, sincelwe havel got the highestl¢education” [ as
Erkki Kivinen/ thelinspectotlof Karjalainen Osakuntad (KO) pointed out tol the Nation members'before
the studentslleft for thel summer vacationlin'1950." Practising argumentationlinl the Nationl tneetings,
cooperating inside  thelStudent Union and outside  thelhiniversity withl different corporationslinl the
Province/ creatingl hetworkslwith seniofl members, all this ¢could belhiseful in thel future It was
emphasized that inlorderf tolbecomela successful academic ¢itizen, studying and adopting thel technical
side_of thel profession/was not ¢enough. Thisimeant that widelall around éducation,including knowledge
inl ¢ultureland cultivated habits, wasl ¢onsidered ¢ssential. Otherwisel thel Nationl (State) and Province
might get onlyl“bookish andlself satisfied’ ¢ivil Servants, “not capablelof paying the debt tolthel Nation

(State)”.

2.00helGreatransitiondf(thed960s: [Mhelinnish[@aseffom[dMocal

Perspective

In[Finlandlsimilar transitional phenomena H thel general “emancipation’ oflmanners, crowded
universities.of thellargel agel groupslbornlafter thelwwvar, thel politicalization o f student. culture Hvere
experiencedlinl thellater part 6f1960s as ¢lsewherelin Western Europe/Focusing onlal singlel “Nation”
offers almicrollevel toolin analyzing how! theselstructural andlideological changes took place.
Karjalainen Osakuntais one of the mid sized Nations,[establishedlin/ 1905 afterl division of a larger
corporation.TThel mainl tecruiting/area of thel Nation after the warlhas beenl thel province of North
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Karelia (Pokjois Karjala), d tural and onelof thel poorest provinceslin/ Finland,[if measured byt BNP. After
thelWarl thel tegional ¢apital Joensuulivas thel onlyt significant townl of thelarea.

Figure 1[shows_ thelhumber off the[new Nation members ¢coming froml thel capital (Helsinki), provincial
centrel (Joensuu),[thel countryside of thel province (Northl Karelia) orl other! parts_of Finland[ (1944(1
1969):herelitl should bel hoted that thelNation'lost Somelparts_of thel tecruiting area tol Sovijet Union
afterl thel war.’

Thelmost important feature worthl hoticing sl thel ¢expansionlinl thelnumberl of studentsl¢coming from
thel ¢countrysidelof North Karelia. Thel phenomena is. partly. explained byt thel tegional politicsland more
effectiveleducation, but the development teflects alsolonel typical featurel ofl the “Finnishl¢ase” [Still in
thel1950s Finland was byl ¢economical structurelan  agrarianl ¢countryand thel following social ¢hangel -
migration, industrialization[Hin thel1960s wasl felt strongly [ éspeciallylin thelareas like Northl Karelia.
Manylofl thoselleaving! thel countrysidelafterl school hever camelback [ FTOut ofimylthirtyl¢classmates,[only
one has'd permanent tesidence in Nurmes”, as'onel $eniotl memberl (born 1941)hadl to notice in1983."

Figure 2 shows thel development of thel social background off thelhewl nembers,/based onlthe
occupation of thelfather[Those students,[wholwere second generation[facademiclcitizens o1 thelsocial
positionlofl the father! clearlyt tefers tol thelipperi strata of thel Society/ arel ¢lassified as “elite” [ All the
groupsLare/ ofl ¢course, heterogeneous.[ Especially solis thel caselwith  the “middlel¢lass” [ The
classificationlleavesl tol this groupla largelamount 6fl nonl academicl professionsiin’ privateland public
sector, whichl ¢learly  differ! from(thel groupslofl farmersland workers: shopkeepers, technicians,lower
officialsin/ $tate’ administration railroadslandlarmy, ¢lementaryt school teachers and whitel collar
workerslinl companies.[“Characteristic tol thelattitudel ofl thel middlel ¢lasslis thel strugglelupwards. ..to
reachlhigheriwages and greater independence, orf atlleast to ¢ducatelits ¢childrenl to higher! positionland
easier circumstances”,[as Heikki Waris, onel of  thel path breakers/in' thelFinnishlhistory of ¢ducation and
social structure/ writes.' [ The marchl of the farmers [ ¢hildrenl to the Universityl beganl alreadytinl the

1950s, andlit is ¢xplainedas previously.mentioned: inl North{ Karelia thelstructural ¢hangel ofl the
countrysidel¥wvas felt strongly [ Although! thel educationlprovidedlopportunities tolsocial tise, the
relativelyl small humberf andimodest toleLofl thelsvorkers [ ¢hildrenlas activelmembers.in  thel Nationstill
indicated a ¢ertainlinequality in ¢ducation.
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3.[ervantsidfitheState:[Someldeological[Aspectsidfithe[Transition

Inlthelfirst phasel of the transition,[beginningf alreadytinl thel1950s, thel students of KO becamelmore
activel (“studentias d citizen”) outwards, without tejecting thel traditional ideals of “academic
citizenship”Thelideologyloff planning had infiltrated intol the  state’administrationinl the[1950s it was
thought that thelsocial and ¢conomic problems_of thel countrysidellike. North! Karelia, ¢could bel kept in
check by tegional politics and planning, T During thel 1960s, KOl took initiativel in arranging large
conferences, in[which the problems.ofl thel provincelwerel discussed by decisionl makers, expertsiand
students:! even ideas ofl thel gamel theorylcould bel takenl of helplin finding solutions. Thelstudents
organized éxpeditionslto the North Karelian' ¢ountryside:[inl thel published teports thel social sciences
and quantitativel inethods werel gaining ground."

Thelimpact of political tadicalismland leftist ideology teached tural andl traditional KO later! thansSome
other student! corporations. The traditional ideal 6f the/ Nations'haslbeen  that they are hot involved.in
party_political affairs. This'has been,of course,/more d subjectivelideal thanlanl dbjectivel teality. In post ]
war Finnish student life tesisting “politics T often meant inl practicel the same as anti communism. [ Still
inlthe beginning 0fl thel1960s thelmajority.of thel activelmembers of KOLtelied onlacademid traditions,
locallidentity_ and politically. conservative ideology [ Whenlat thel samel timelinternational pacifisticlideas
beganl tolspreadlatl the university, the ‘peace’ bagdelkepti byl somel “radical’lstudents ¢could be
characterized by! traditionalistslas d ¥ Tupoleviin takel off” [ ThelSovjet aeroplanel teferred tol the
supposed source o f the Peacelmovement. '

In[KO/ morelseriousl criticisml against thel ideologyl of thel Nation was_ to belheard around andlafter

1968.dn Finland thel yearl off thel European student tevolutionl ¢ulminated inl theloccupation of the Old
Students THouse by thel radical students infNovember 1968, just before the Student Union was about fo
celebrate thel 100 anniversary.[ln a discussion held earlier samel year in KO, the students [Views of
rolelof thelNation andlacademicl ¢itizenshiplsvere. clearly.morel diversified thanlal ¢couple years| ¢arlier.
ThelIstudentlas such’ approach had still supporters,/but, accordingf tolonel critic, the Nation how

s 17

“educatesonly bureaucrats for the tigid bureaucracy”.

Bylthe end of thel1960s, thel Nations were inevitably becomingf toollimited and for many! students_their
traditionalist world ¥iewl did ot seeml o matchlthe hewt tealitylshaped byt television, global social
problems andlinternational popular ¢ulture InKOlthe. downfall ofl the “academicl¢itizenship’ was
summarized in 1969 by Jukka Pekkal$arola, a student ofl sociology,/whol ¢riticized thel dress_codelof the
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traditional anniversaryl celebration of thel Nation/H dressingl in/ whitel tielwaslobligatoryl Has

18
unnecessary:

Todaytit is_hollonger self evident that wel studentslbecomel ¢litistl bnanistsl (e/izztinonanisti) of the
society...[welmightl end uiplaslinemployed graduates. . [When welarelnotlintegrating/ tol this system, it is
useless tol try tol dressliis_to a hired whitel tiel and. tryl tolget sl tolbelievel Something/ thatl wel knowis

untrue.

Thel¢rowdedness of theluniversities aroused featr that highl ¢éducation does hotl hecessarily lead tola
securel futurel position.. Already. thel sociologist ofl thel1960sl ¢lassified thelstudentslaccording tol their
subject of study: Those studying in' al subject withla lower! status_and worsel future prospects.H the
expanding/ $ocial $ciences belonged tol this| ¢ategory Hleaned towards/ tadicalism."[Some historians have
evenl explained thelleftist' sStudent tadicalismlas_ al frustration ofl thel students because ofl losingf the
traditional status| as| elite.”! Fortunately/inl tnany! ¢ases thel fear'in énding upas an inemployed graduate
was_onlyt 4 fear.[lThel critical student ofl sSociology, Jukkal Pekka Sarola/ offerslonelexample not untypical
for his generationl ofl Nationlactivists Many landed later in publicl$ector, to swork inl the iniversities and
administration: Sarola becamela lecturerl off sociology atl the University ofl Joensuu,[svhich'had been
established/in 1966.

Tolsumlhip, thelstructural ¢changesland ideological ¢onflicts.ofl thel 1960s ¢asily hide Somelimportant
aspects_ofl continuity, whichlhowl perhaps.could belseenlinla newtlight,whilelthelself_ evident rolelofl the
national states asld governing historical power has been questioned because of globalization._ Although
thelrolelof the highly educated peoplelas| telativelythomogenous, ¢ultivated national ¢lite. camel toléndlin
thel1960s, the belieflin thel ¢central tole of thel Statel temained strong. At the University, the/ Nationsstill
trained people for thelneeds of the national statelandIocal province [Whol¢ould takelbetter ¢arelabout
thelconditions'inlNorthernl Karelia thanlus, thelHopesLofl thel Province /<svholhavel the best
qualifications”, ¢ould a young student of KOLstill asklin[1971.%

Olli Matikainen, PhD, is a researcher at the department of history and ethnology, University of
Jyvaskyla.

Notes

'This articlelis based on my teflectionslin Wwritingl the postwat history of Karjalainen Osakunta (KO) at
thelUniversityLofl Helsinki (Matikainen 2005) [ Especially! 1l<vish  tol thankl the senioffmembers o f KOLfor
theirt valuablelinterviews and comments_onlmy texts,[as well all thel commentators_in the European
Social Science History Conference, Berlin[ 24(1127.3.2004.
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*Puukellol(The tagazine of Karjalainen Osakunta) 1948:2.

TThel competitionlin’ collecting social ¢apital by individuals taking place in[a complex system of
distinctionsland hierarchiesl (unlikel playingf ¢ardthe. gamel of chesswas heverl considered suspicious by
thelstudentslofl KO!) [is stressed byt Pierre Bourdieul (1984) [swhilelin anglosaxonl theoretical tradition the
effectiveluselofl social capital possessed bylindividualsiandlassociationslis seen as alVital tesourcelin
creating 4 functional ¢ivic societyland democracy/ Onlassociationsland ¥social ¢apital” [ see KKaunismaa
2001, pp.[119:131.

Klinge 1990, pp.258 261§ Kolbel 1993, pp.110-128{ Kolbe 1996a/ pp.272 277453 454 Kolbel 1996b,
pp-52.53. There haslbeenlalsolmorelspecificlinterest in the history of the Nations, éspeciallyl by earlier
historiansand various PhDI theses have been written onl their 19" ¢entury history. See/ forl example,
Kuusisto 1978 The period after thelwarl has, however, aroused morel analytical interest onlyl tecently:
see Kokkonen 2004.

*Kolbd 1996b/p. 54.

KO meeting 15.5.1950{ Archives of KOL(Helsinki University Library).

Puukello 1947:1.

" Tolvanen1955; Saloheimol2005.

’[Source! fort thel graphs! The Name! tegister (Nimikirja) of KO, vol. 2 B[(IKKOl Archives, Helsinki
University Library).

"Pieni Puukello 19831 4.

HWaris (1952 p./180.

" See/ Nevala 1999.

"TKolbe 1993, pp 425 427.

"See/fo fexample/ thelteportsiand discussions of Provincial Conferenceloff North[Karelialinl March
1966:4n Tanner! 1966.

PKolbel1996b, pp.58 59.

""KOleeting 12.11.1962; interviews off thel senior members of KO by the authot (Matikainenl 2005).
"Puukellol 19681 2.

" Puukello 1969:1.

""T'hel ¢lassification by Erik. Allardt and R F. Tomassonlis! ¢ited by Ulf Sundqvist inl a well known
collectionlof pamphlets_and articles 6 the “1968 generation” Tyynild 1968, p. 30.

ZOLYlikangasLl 987, p.[223.[Thel ¢cultural transition ofl thel 1960slin/ Finland isl¥well discussedlin Tuominen
1991.

KO Archives: Annual teport 1970, dated 30.9.1971[ (Helsinki University Library).

Sources

KOlarchives! (Helsinki Universityl Library):

Namel tegisters. (Nemnikirjat)
Minutes ofl thel general meetings

Punfkello (The magazinel6f KO)
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