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A t  the beginning of 1980 an extensive research project concerning internal 
m igration w as begun at the Institute of M igration in Turku, to be com pleted  
b y  the end of 1981. The other parties in the project are the C entral Statistical 
O ffice  and the M in istry  o f Labor. Its purpose is to exam in e interm unicipal 
m igration in 1977— 78 according to m igration  flow s. The fo llow in g  m igration  
flow s w ill be distinguished: m igration from  one rural area to another rural 

area, from  a rural area to an urban area, from  an urban area to a rural area  
and from  one urban area to another urban area.

» A  functional m odel of the m igration  process» provides the fram ew ork  

guiding the study. H ere the m igration process is exam ined b y  m eans of 
theoretical concepts concerning w elfare. T he m ain aim  o f this article is to 
exam in e the relations betw een com prehensive theories and com ponent theories 
describing m igration. A t  the sam e tim e, the reasons for choosing a com ponent 
theory, such as »the functional m odel o f the m igration process» as a guideline  

in directing the study w ill be presented.

The final part o f the article w ill exam ine the characteristics of the m igrants  
of 1978 according to official m igration statistics. The exam ination  w ill be 
perform ed so that it is possible to com pare the results w ith the corresponding  
results arrived at b y  Ritam ies concerning the m igrants of 1960— 65 (Ritam ies 
1968, 107— 128). This exam ination  w ill lay  the background for the actual m igra­

tion study, w hich w ill be com pleted later; the assessm ent o f cross-sectional study  
results w ill be noticeably facilitated, w hen it is know n h ow  m igration, on the 
one hand, and the characteristics of the m igrants, on the other, have developed  

over the last tw en ty  years.

A  critical exam ination  o f existing m igration  theories

In m igration  research, the difficulties found in the form ation  of theories and 
in w ritten speculation are caused m ain ly  b y  tw o factors. First, m igration and 
consequently also m igration research take m an y form s. Thus, the researcher  
is faced w ith  a com pletely  d ifferent research problem  w hen studying internal 
m igration than w hen he focuses on overseas m igration. A n oth er factor inter­
fering w ith  theory form ation is that m igration involves m an y fields of science:
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m igration has been studied b y  anthropologists, dem ographers, social scientists 
etc. Each has approached the research problem  from  the standpoint o f his ow n  
fie ld  o f science.

Because there are innum erable theories or m odels 1 concerning m igration, 
it is necessary for them  to be grouped in som e m anner. T w o o f the m ost 

com m on bases for the categorization o f theories w ill be presented in the  
fo llow in g .2

Rogers has divided m igration theories into gravitation  theories, regression  
theories and stochastic theories. T h e gravitation m odels are based on distance  
theories, w here the central factor in m igration is the distance betw een the area  
o f arrival and the area o f departure. A b o v e  all, these theories describe the 
regional distribution o f m igrants. T h e regression m odels are based on pu sh - 
pull theories, w hich explain  m igration as the interaction betw een tw o factors. 
Stochastic m igration  studies are based on probability  theories, w hich  can be  
further divided into analytic and synthetic theories (Rogers 1965, 3— 14).

A n oth er form  of division, one m ore com m only  used in Finland, is m ade  
according to fie ld  o f science. Sociological, econom ic and geographic m igration  
theories are differentiated  (e.g. kom . m iet. 1970: B  112; K anniainen 1972; V a r ­

tiainen 1978).

The exam ination  w hich fo llow s conform s to the latter alternative. It m ust 
be noted, how ever, that in reality there is m uch interaction betw een the various 
fields o f science.

A  com prehensive m odel o f m igration versus partial theories o f m igration

M ost existing m igration theories 3 h ave m ain ly  been generalizations about 
m igration or its various stages. T h ey  have not reached the actual level o f theory  
(at least according to N a g el’s first alternative, cf. footnote). The m igration  
researcher looking for new  inform ation m ust m ake a choice. A ccording to the 
first alternative he should strive tow ard a com prehensive, »com plete» m igration  
theory. B ut according to the second alternative, he should abandon the search

1 H e re  no distinction w ill  be m ade between m odel and theory, instead these con­
cepts w ill  be considered synonym s (cf. H o ffm a n n — N o w o tn y  1970, 65).

2 T h e  theory categorizations presented here are the most com m on. A  m ore exten­
sive exam ination is not possible here because of lack of space. Excellent basic w orks 
in  this m atter are »M ig ra tio n  T h e o ry  and F a c t» (S h a w  1975) and »M ig ra tio n » (H o ffm a n n —  
N o w o tn y  1970).

3 Several different concepts concerning the nature of scientific theory exist. 
A cco rd in g  to Nagel a theory can be the same as the organization of scientific results 
into a systematic w hole. T h e n  the form ation of a theory is the real a im  of research. 
O n  the other hand, theory can be, according to Nagel, a m ere aid to be used in  research 
(N agel 1961, 105— 152). A cc o rd in g  to Eskola the purpose of theory is to condense and 
c la rify  available know ledge and also to facilitate the use of ne w  inform ation. Th u s , 
according to Eskola, theory is b y  nature both an aim  and a means (Eskola 1971, 149).



49

F i g u r e  1. Functional m odel o f the m igration process.

ih* phvucal environment o f  the area o f  
departure (urban are*rural areai

the social environment o f  the 
area o f  departure

■SmSw
3 decision to migrate

clarification o f  reasons 
for migration on the 
basis o f  the concept 
o f  -components o f  
tandard o f  living*

4. migrates despite possible obstacles

difficulties in migration by component 

migration flows:
/ examination o f  the 

consequences o f  
migration by 
component

possible further' 
migration, 
reasons by
component

possible return migration

for a general m igration theory of this nature and attem pt to create increasingly  
m ore com plete theories concerning the com ponent processes o f m igration.

M an galam  is probably the b est-k n ow n  representative o f the first alternative  
(the com prehensive m odel). A t  the beginning of the volum e on m igration of 
w hich he w as editor, he discusses the need for a general m igration theory. H e  
also presented his ow n m igration theory (A  G eneral Theoretical O rientation  

for the S tu d y  o f Society). T he theory is a hypothetical presentation based on  
the literature, and w hose ability  to function has not been clarified b y  its author. 
In this theory M an galam  has brought forth  the changes m igration causes in the 
social organization (w hich is divided into cultural, social and personality  

system s) (M angalam  1968, 12).

The other alternative in developing m igration  research (abandoning the  
form ation o f a general theory) is represented b y  H akam äki, am ong others:

»A s  the nature of m igration  becom es m ore com plex, it seem s apparent 
that studies m ust continue to focus on relatively  lim ited problem s. The  
broader and m ore varied the clarification o f these separate problem s is, 
the m ore probable it is that w e can arrive at distinct generalizations con­
cerning m igration. It seem s that the foundation of m igration research  
currently  consists of individual com ponent and sector theories. It is 
probably m ore sensible to speak of the quantity and valid ity  o f c larifica­
tions m ad e of d ifferent com ponents o f m igration research and o f the  
quantity and valid ity  o f generalizations or sector theories based on these  
clarifications than to speak of a com prehensive m igration theory.» (H ak a- 
m äki 1978, 13; see also Sh aw  1975, 6— 11).

Evers and U nger (1978), am ong others, have expressed the sam e v iew s as 
H akam äki. T h ey  specifically  fe lt that it w as im portant to develop com ponent 
theories concerning return m igration (Evers and U nger 1978, 5). H akam äki, on  
the other hand, did not g ive preference to any one sector of m igration.

4
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The functional m odel of the m igration  process presented in the fo llow ing  
section is in accordance w ith  the alternative o f sectoral developm ent advanced  
b y  H akam äki. A m o n g  the causes and consequences o f m igration the m odel 
em phasizes the life  circum stances o f the individual and the changes w hich occur  

in these circum stances in connection w ith  the m igration process. For this reason  
Johansson’s (1970) exam ination  o f level o f liv in g  resources has been included  

in the m odel at the individual level.4

A  functional m odel o f the m igration process

T h e theoretical fram ew ork  o f the internal m igration  study begun at the 
Institute o f M igration  at the beginning o f 1980 is thus provided b y  »a  functional 
m odel o f the m igration process». T h e m odel describes the process of m igration  
m ain ly  in regard to the individual. M ovin g  fro m  one place to another cannot 
be exam ined as one absolute action; instead it is a process, a lo n g-term  happen­

ing. Because the area o f departure and arrival (the physical environm ent) is 
either a rural or urban m unicipality, fou r kinds o f m igration flow s w ill be  

studied: m igration  fro m  one rural area to another rural area, from  a rural area  
to an urban area, from  an urban area to a rural area and from  one urban area  

to another urban area.
In  exam inin g the m igration  process the reasons for m igrating, the difficulties  

connected w ith  m igration and the consequences o f m igration w ill be exam ined  

using concepts related to the level o f liv in g .5
L evel o f liv in g  studies are based on the concept o f either needs or resources. 

T h e b est-k n ow n  o f the form er is p robably  the U N  study w h ere needs w ere  
classified into prim ary, secondary and tertiary  needs. L ev el o f living w as  
defined as fo llow s: the level o f liv in g  is the satisfaction of the needs o f the popu­
lation assured b y  the flo w  of goods and services enjoined in a unit o f tim e  
(D rew now ski and Scott 1966, 44— 46). This definition o f level o f living used  
b y  the researchers w as a reaction to econom ic points o f v iew  according to w hich  
the level o f liv in g  is only  a synon ym  for level o f consum ption (cf. Reisz 1978, 

1). D rew n ow sk i and Scott divided level o f liv in g  into seven com ponents, and  
this division has rem ained alm ost unchanged in later studies also. T h e com po­

nents o f the level o f liv in g  w ere nutrition, housing, health , education, leisure  

tim e, security and environm ental conditions.
T he concept of level o f liv in g  as resources is based on the view poin t of 

Titm uss of England and Johansson o f S w ed en : if the resources o f an individual

4 In  addition to H a k a m ä k i, models describing the m ig ra tio n  process have also been 
used b y  K u lta la h ti (1972) and H u u h ta n e n  (1975), am ong others. T h e y  d id  not include a 
standard of liv in g  factor in  th e ir description of the process.

5 H e re  » le ve l of liv in g »  is understood as the operational equivalent of w e ll-b e in g . 
T h is  is a broad interpretation, fo r A lla rd t, fo r exam ple, considers level of liv in g  as one 

factor of w e ll-b e in g  (A lla rd t  1976).
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are know n, one can predict how  he w ill m anage in the com petitive situations of 
social life. T he m ore resources an individual has in respect to, for exam ple, 
m oney, education, health etc., the higher is his level o f living, because he can 
consciously direct and control his life. The com ponents in Johansson’s concept 
o f resources w ere alm ost the sam e as in the U N  study, only  w ith  the addition  

of a political resource (the m ore active a person is politically , the m ore it w ill 

benefit h im  in future life  situations).

Johansson’s desire for a new  w a y  of thinking w as influenced m ain ly  b y  the 
fact that in his v iew  the concept of needs leads to difficu lt problem s o f b eh av­
ioral science and m oral philosophy (Johansson 1970, 26— 27; see also Synnerm an  
1973, 15— 16). A ccord ing to Johansson it is d ifficu lt to determ ine what needs 
h ave to be satisfied, how  they are to be satisfied and when  th ey  can be con­

sidered satisfied. In other w ords it is easier according to Johansson to gain  
objective com parative inform ation on the individual’s resources than on his 

needs and level o f need satisfaction.

T he use o f Johansson’s resource principle in m igration research is supported  

b y  several factors. In the fo llow in g  I w ill exam in e tw o o f the m ost im portant.

1. Johansson prefers to exam ine poor circum stances rather than good circum ­

stances w ith  his resources; in his opinion it is easier to reach a consensus on  
the bad points of a m atter than on its good points. So for exam p le there  
is considerable consensus about bad conditions in housing (high housing  
density), bu t it is m uch m ore difficu lt to find agreem ent about the features  

o f an ideal house (U usitalo 1975, 35).

2. Johansson prefers to study factors w hich  can be m anipulated. Because the 
study w ill function as a basis for political decision m aking, there is a 
tem ptation to suggest »m anipulability» as a criterion in defining priorities. 

In other w ords one should try  to concentrate the study on problem s w hich  
can be affected  b y  political decisions, problem  areas w here ready-b u ilt  
institutions exist through w hich  political decision m akers can bring about 

changes for an individual (U usitalo 1975, 35).

Because Johansson’s concept of level o f living only includes things w hich  can  
be influenced b y  m eans of existing institutions, the division o f resources m ainly  
fo llow s the classification of different sectors o f govern m ent (health care, social 

w elfare, education etc.).

A ttention  has been called to several points in J oh an sson s resource thinking. 
U usitalo ’s question about how  a resource can be recognized as a resource can  
be considered the m ost im portant. A ccord in g to U usitalo  the division of 

resources is not based on any com m only know n sociological theory (U usitalo  

1975, 31).

This sam e question has been presented b y  R oos (1973). H e also feels that 

it is d ifficu lt to know  to w hat degree a resource rea lly  is a resource and not
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m erely  a factor connected w ith  consum ption (or how , for exam p le, can one  
know  that the consum er uses his household incom e to his optim al benefit).

A n oth er criticism  of the resource principle is that it places too m uch em pha­

sis on individualism . H ere Syn n erm an suggests the adoption o f the concept o f 
a collective resource. The decision to m igrate (or to rem ain w here one is) can  
be influenced by, for exam ple, a road built through the jo in t efforts o f people  

liv in g  in one area, a road w hich im proves m ob ility  and thus also fu n d am en tally  
increases incom e and happiness (Synnerm an 1973, 10).

Johansson’s resource thinking has m et the m ost criticism , as a w hole, from  
Roos and Roos (1977, 20): »T h e basic ideas o f Johansson’s approach are interest­

ing but problem atic. Johansson’s conception o f w elfare  is too sim plified  and  
m isleading and its im plications are com pletely  nihilistic: w elfare  and leve l o f  
liv in g  are those things w hich w e see around us, nothing m ore and nothing less.»

A t  this stage the latest interpretations and further developm ents o f the 
resource concept w ill not be exam ined. Sim ilarly , the relations betw een the 

m igration process and the level of liv ing  at d ifferen t stages o f the m igration  
process w ill be ignored (see for exam ple, Reisz 1978, 11— 19).

The characteristics o f internal m igrants

In the fo llow in g  I w ill m ake a cursory exam ination  o f the characteristics 
o f the m igrants o f 1978. The com parative data used w ill be R itam ies’s findings  

concerning the m igrants of 1960— 65 (R itam ies 1968). The 1978 data is based  
m ain ly  on the population statistics o f the official Finnish statistics (S V T  V I A :  
143). O n ly  the inform ation  on industrial structure and status are from  the  
ongoing m igration  stu dy and are thus based on interview  data. This data also 
includes those w ho m igrated in 1977. In presenting the results som e o f the  
classifications in R itam ies’s tables had to be condensed in order to retain com ­
parability .

First I w ill present som e necessary background inform ation on the develop­
m ent o f conditions in Finland as a w h ole betw een 1960 and 1978.

A  definite change in the industrial structure o f the w orkin g population has 

occurred from  the beginning o f the 1960s to 1978: the proportion w orking in 
p rim ary production has dim inished w h ile  at the sam e tim e the proportion  
w orking in the service industries has grow n  (T able 1).

T a b l e  1. T he w orkin g population, b y  industry, "/•

In d u s try 1960 1970 1975 1978

p rim a ry  production 36 20 15 13
m anufacturin g 31 35 36 35
services 33 45 49 52

total */o 100 100 100 100
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The structural change has clearly  been stronger in the rural areas: in the 
rural areas the proportion of the population w orking in the service industries 
increased during the period under study from  21 °/o to 35 °/o w hile  correspond­

in gly  in the urban areas the increase w as from  51 °/o to 56 % .

A s  the rate o f change in the industrial structure slow ed dow n, m igration  

also began to d im inish: m igration  betw een m unicipalités grew  strongly  until 

1974, after w hich the annual num ber of m igrants began to decline (Table 2). The  
decline in m igration has been affected  both by the dim inishing of potential 

m igrant reserves and also b y  the econom ic slum p now  underw ay. It m ust be  

noted, how ever, that at the sam e tim e that the m igration betw een m unicipalities  

has decreased, intram unicipal m igration has increased. Thus, the nature o f the 
m igration process has experienced a strong transform ation.

T a b l e  2. Interm unicipal m igration in 1960— 78

%o of the average 
year nu m b e r of m igrants population

♦
1960 223 000 50.3
1965 218 320 47.9
1970 267 744 58.1
1974 276 034 58.8
1975 239 599 50.9
1978 182 415 38.3

D uring the period under study the m igration gain o f the urban areas has 
turned into a m igration loss. The m igration  gain of the rural m unicipalities, 
how ever, is n ow  defin itely  sm aller than that of the urban areas previously  

(Table 3).

T a b l e  3. N et m igration  in 1960— 65 and 1978, b y  typ e of m unicipality  and  
sex, per 1 000 persons of the average population

type of 1960— 65 1978

m u n icip a lity m en w om en total m en w om en total

urb an areas +  15.4 +  15.2 +  15.3 — 1.4 — 0.4 — 0.9

ru ra l areas —  9.8 — 11.2 — 10.8 +  2.0 +  0.5 +  1.3

M igration has also clearly  changed regionally : in Southern Finland the  

m igration gain has decreased (see the situation in U usim aa, T able 4), w h ile  at 
the sam e tim e in the traditional m igration loss regions the negative developm ent  
has slow ed dow n (V aasa province has even show n a m igration gain).
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T a b l e  4. T he net change in internal m igration in som e im portant provinces  
in 1961— 78, per 1 000 persons o f the average population

province 1961— 1965 1966— 1970 1971— 1975 1976 1977 1978

U usim aa +  17.3 +  14.1 +  9.5 +  3.2 +  3.0 +  2.9
K u o p io — 10.5 — 10.0 — 6.6 — 1.6 — 1.6 — 1.6
Vaasa —  5.3 —  4.3 — 4.9 +  0.1 +  0.3 +  1.0
O u lu —  6.2 —  8.1 — 7.1 — 0.7 — 0.0 — 1.4
La p la n d —  2.1 —  9.5 — 8.1 — 0.8 — 1.7 — 1.9

In exam ining the developm ent o f m igration according to the direction of 
m igration  (in the ru ral-u rb an  dim ension), it can be noted that m igration from  
one rural area to another rural area has decreased significantly  (this is con­
nected w ith  the m igration  loss o f the urban areas noted earlier) and the m igra­

tion betw een urban areas has increased (cf. T able 5).

The characteristics o f the m igrants o f 1960— 65 and 1978

Sex

According to R itam ies the m igration o f w om en has a lw ays been m ore active  
in Finland than that o f m en (R itam ies 1968, 111). Thus, in 1962— 65 w om en  
com posed 53.2 °/o o f the m igrants even  though at the sam e tim e their proportion  
of the population w as 51.8 %>. In 1978 the situation had leveled  out, for am ong  
both m igrants and also the population as a w h ole the porportion o f w om en  w as  
the sam e (51.7 #/o).

It w as already noted previou sly  that m igration  fro m  one rural area to anoth­
er rural area has decreased and interurban m igration  had increased. The  
changes are sim ilar am ong both sexes. Because there w ere no differences

T a b l e  5. Internal m igration, according to m igration flow  and sex , in 1962 
— 65 and 1978, «/#

1962— 65 1978
m igra tion  direction m en w om en total m en w om en total

fro m  ru ra l area 
to ru ra l area 26 26 26 13 13 13

fro m  ru ra l area 
to u rb a n  area 32 33 32 24 25 24

fro m  u rb a n  area 
to ru ra l area 20 19 20 26 25 26

fro m  u rb a n  area 
to u rb a n  area 22 22 22 37 37 37

total •/• 100 100 100 100 100 100
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betw een sexes in 1962— 65 w hen exam ined b y  m igration flow s, neither w ere  
there any in 1978 (see T able 5).

Ritam ies considered m igration w ithin a province short-distance m igration. 
In the beginning o f the 1960s short-distance m igration  m ade up 55 °/o of all 
m igration, but in 1978 it already com posed 64 %>. This is a clear indication of 
the change in the nature o f m igration ; previously  people m igrated far aw ay  
and m igration often  m eant changing jobs or looking for a new  job . N ow  instead, 
people m ove shorter distances and the reasons for m ovin g are associated m ore  
often than before w ith  housing and the liv in g  environm ent.

R avenstein  observed already in 1885 that short-distance m igration w as m ore  

typical o f w om en. Several other researchers have presented the sam e finding  
(R itam ies 1968, 113). Such w as the case in 1978 also, a lthough the difference  
betw een the sexes in this respect w as sm all (65 °/o o f the m en and 64 °/o o f the 
w om en w ere short-d istance m igrants).

Age

M ost researchers are agreed that m igrants are younger than the population  
on the average (R itam ies 1968, 114). This w as the situation in both tim e periods  
(Table 6).

The average age o f the m igrants has risen during the period under study  
by one y ear; in 1962— 65 the m igrants w ere 24.2 years old on the average, w hile  
in 1978 th ey  w ere 25.2 years old. A t  the sam e tim e, how ever, the average age 
of the population as a w hole has risen b y  alm ost fou r years, so that com pared  
to the rest o f the population m igrants are n ow  defin ite ly  younger.

In earlier studies w om en  have been found to m igrate at a younger age than  
m en (R itam ies 1968, 114). This w as also true o f F inland in 1978. In 1962— 65, 
though, the situation w as different, for then w om en  at the tim e o f m igration

T a b l e  6. T he age distributions o f the m igrants and the entire population, 
according to sex, in 1962— 65 and 1978, #/o

1962— 65 1978

age
m en w om en total

entire
popula­ m en w om en total

entire
popula­

— 14 29 25 27

tion

28 22 20 21

tion

21
15— 24 25 34 30 17 24 34 29 16
25— 34 26 21 23 13 36 29 32 18
35— 44 10 9 9 13 9 7 8 12
45— 10 11 11 29 9 10 10 33

total •/• 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

average
age/years 23.9 24.6 24.2 31.5 25.3 25.1 25.2 35.0
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w ere 24.6 years old on the average, w h ile  m en w ere 23.9 years old. The changes 
betw een the sexes also appear distinctly w hen  exam ined b y  m igration  flow s: 
w h ile w om en  in 1962— 65 w ere older than m en  in all m igration flow s, in 1978 
the situation w as com pletely  the opposite (T able 7).

T a b l e  7. The average age of m igrants, according to m igration flow  and sex, 
in years

1962— 65 1978
sex Ua/U a Ua/Ra Ra/Ua Ra/Ra Ua/Ra U a/U a Ra/Ua Ra/Ra

m en 24.3 23.8 24.0 23.6 25.9 24.5 25.9 24.5
w om en 25.3 24.2 25.0 23.9 25.7 23.8 25.9 24.4

U a  =  U rb a n  area 
Ra =  R u ra l area

Marital status

In exam inin g the relationship betw een internal m igration and m arital status 
R itam ies form ed distributions o f all m igrants. In order to m aintain com para­
bility , persons under 15 years o f age h ave now  been rem oved from  her sam ple.

A t  the beginning o f the 1960s 57 °/o o f the m igrants w ere m arried and at the  
end o f the 1970s 54 #/o w ere m arried. The change is m ore pronounced b y  the 
fact that the latter figure also includes persons liv in g  together in a consensual 
union. A t  neither tim e did the proportion o f m arried persons d iffer signifi­
cantly  from  that o f the population as a w h o le ; for exam p le, in 1978 56 •/• of 
all persons in Finland over the age o f 15 w ere m arried (and 54 #/o o f the m i­

grants). In exam in ing b y  m igration  flow , the clearest change in relation to 
m arital status has occurred in m igration betw een urban areas; in this m igration  
flo w  the proportion o f the unm arried has defin itely  increased (T able 8).

T a b l e  8. T he proportion of m arried m igrants in the various m igration  
flow s, °/o of m igrants over the age o f 15

tim e period

1962— 65

1977— 78

Ua/Ua Ua/Ra Ra/Ua Ra/Ra total

61 65 48 60 57
54 63 46 55 54

Industrial structure

It w as alread y noted earlier that during the period under exam ination , a 
significant transform ation  has occurred in the industrial structure o f the entire  
population: the proportion em ployed in prim ary production has decreased w hile
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at the sam e tim e the proportion in the service industries has increased. The  
sam e has occurred in the industrial structure o f the m igrants (Table 9).

Ritam ies noted that persons w orking in prim ary production do not m igrate  
as m uch as could be presupposed b y  their share o f the entire population. On  
the other hand, those w orking in the service sector w ere overrepresented at that 
tim e am ong the m igrants (Ritam ies 1968, 119). The situation in 1978 is sim ilar. 
In the service occupations the difference betw een m igrants and the rest o f the 
population has clearly  evened out during the period under study.

T a b l e  9. Internal m igrants and the entire population in 1962— 65 and in 
1978, b y  industry, %

1962— 65 1978

in d u stry internal entire w o rk in g internal w o rk in g
m igrants • population population m igrants population

p rim a ry  production 15 35 36 5 13
m anufacturin g 39 35 31 36 35
services 46 30 33 59 52

total •/o 100 100 100 100 100

1 cases w here in d u stry  is not k n o w n  or w here the in d iv id u a l has no occupation have 

been rem oved

In exam ining the industrial structure of the m igrants according to m igration  
flow , the greatest change can be seen in m igration from  one rural area to anoth­

er rural area. P reviou sly  in this m igration flow , one-th ird  cam e from  prim ary  
production, but in 1978 only  12 °/o (Table 10). The increase in this m igration  
flow  has com e specifically  from  the service industries, for the proportion in 
m anufacturing has rem ained relatively  unchanged. In sum  it can be stated  
that (due m ain ly  to the change in m igration from  one rural area to another) in 
1978 the industrial structure distributions in the various m igration flow s are 
clearly  m ore sim ilar than at the beginning o f the 1960s.

T a b l e  10. Internal m igrants in 1962— 65 and in 1978, according to industry  
and m igration direction, #/o

1962— 651 1978
in d u stry Ua/Ua Ua/Ra Ra/Ua Ra/Ra Ua/Ua Ua/Ra Ra/Ua Ra/Ra

p rim a ry
production
m a n u ­

2 8 13 33 2 3 9 12

facturing 42 48 43 28 34 42 32 31

services 56 44 44 39 64 55 59 57

total •/« 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

1 T h e  table does not include cases w here the industrial field is not kn o w n o r w here

the person has no occupation



58

D uring the period under exam ination  a definite change has occurred in the 
status of the m igrants. A m o n g  the m igrants o f 1961— 65 the largest group  
clearly  w ere b lu e-co llar  w orkers. In  1978 the situation had changed, for the 
sm allest n u m ber o f m igrants belonged to this status group. T h e change has 
occurred concurrently w ith  the th ird-statu s group (other m igrants) in particular, 
for their share has increased in the sam e proportion. In this connection it is 
im possible to say, w ithout a closer investigation, to w hat degree the grow th  o f  
the th ird-statu s group has been affected  by the increased m igration o f students  
and eld erly  people.

The share o f the third-status group has show n relatively  steady grow th  in 
each m igration flow . Thus no significant changes in the interrelations o f the 
m igration flow s have occurred during the period under study in relation to 
status (T able 11).

T a b l e  11. Internal m igrants in 1962— 65 and in 1978, according to status 
and m igration  direction, °/o

Status

1962— 65 1978
status Ua/

U a
Ua/
Ra

Ra/
U a

Ra/
Ra total

Ua/
U a

Ua/
Ra

Ra/
U a

Ra
Ra/ tOtc

adm inistrative  and 
clerical w orkers, 
private  entrepeneurs, 
independent fanne rs 44 33 30 27 36 44 37 31 38 38

b lu e -c o lla r w o rkers 42 57 59 52 54 21 34 31 27 28

others 14 10 11 8 10 35 29 38 35 34

total •/• 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

S u m m ary

T he article provides the background for the internal m igration study begun  
at the Institute o f M igration  in Tu rku . First, the theoretical basis o f m igration  
research w as exam in ed and it w as show n that a com prehensive m odel describing  
m igration w as unrealistic in directing the advancem ent o f m igration research. 
A s  an alternative the use o f a com ponent th eory  describing m igration  w as  

proposed. T he fram ew ork  o f the internal m igration  study o f the Institute o f  
M igration  is form ed b y  »a functional m odel of the m igration process», w hich  
describes the developm ent o f the m igration process in d ifferent m igration  flow s. 
Johansson’s w e ll-b e in g  theory has been added to the m od el; in accordance, the 
reasons for m igration, d ifficulties connected w ith  m igration  and the conse­
quences o f m igration  w ill be exam in ed using liv ing  standard com ponents.
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Finally, the article exam ined changes w hich  had occurred in the characteris­

tics o f the m igrants. Inform ation  from  1978 w as com pared to the results 
obtained b y  Ritam ies (1968) concerning the m igrants o f 1960— 65. In  this 
connection it w as observed that there is no reason to distinguish changes w hich  
have occurred in m igration from  the rest o f social developm ent. T herefore the  
great changes w hich had occurred in the industrial structure of the entire  
population during the period under exam ination  w ere noted : the proportion  

em ployed in prim ary production had decreased fro m  35 %  to 15 °/o w h ile  at the  
sam e tim e the proportion in the service industries had correspondingly in­

creased. T h e fu ndam ental transition in the industrial structure w as reflected  
also in the quantitative developm ent o f m igration : until 1974 m igration betw een  

m unicipalities grew  annually.

Characteristic o f the m igration o f 1961— 65 w as the clear m igration gain  
experienced b y  the urban areas. In  1978 the situation w as the opposite. The  
m igration gain of the rural areas, how ever, w as defin itely  sm aller than that of 
the urban areas at the beginning o f the 1960s. R elated to this, the m igration  
gain fe lt b y  Southern Finland has decreased and the losses in the traditional 
m igration loss areas have decreased (V aasa province w as found to h ave actually  

experienced a m igration  gain).

In exam inin g m igration flow s it w as found that m igration  from  one rural 

area to another had decreased m ost strongly, w h ile  m igration betw een urban  

areas had increased.

It w as noted that m igration w as increasingly short-distance m igration ; w hile  
55 Vo o f m igration  at the beginning of the 1960s occurred w ithin  one province, 

in 1978 the corresponding figure w as already 64 °/o.

The m ost essential results in com paring the characteristics of the internal 

m igrants o f 1960— 65 and 1978 can be condensed b rie fly  as fo llow s:

—  R itam ies noted for 1960— 65 that w om en w ere overrepresented am ong  
m igrants. In  1978 no differences in this respect w ere apparent, for there  
w as an equal proportion o f w om en  am ong m igrants as in the population as a 

w hole.
In exam in ing m igration flow s, it w as noted that no changes had occurred  
in either cross-sectional tim e period in the proportions o f the sexes in any  
m igration flow . Thus, for exam ple, the decrease in m igration  from  one rural 

area to another concerned both sexes to the sam e extent.

—  The m igrants o f 1978 w ere an average of one year older than those o f 1962—  
65. H ow ever, com pared to the entire population the m igrants o f 1978 w ere  

clearly  younger, for during the period under study the average age o f the 

population had risen b y  alm ost four years.

—  It w as show n that the proportion o f unm arried m igrants had increased  
distin ctly : at the beginning o f the 1960s single persons m ade up 43 °/o o f the 
m igrants, w h ile  in 1978 they form ed 46 Vo. T he change is m ore pronounced
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because in the latter tim e period the m arried group also included those 
w ho w ere liv in g  together in a consensual union.

—  A t  the beginning o f the 1960s people w orking in prim ary production did not 
m igrate to the sam e exten t as could be presupposed b y  their proportion of 
the w hole population. O n the other hand, people w orking in the service  
sector w ere overrepresented am ong the m igrants. In 1978 the situation w as  

sim ilar; how ever, those em ployed in the service industries w ere no longer  
as clearly  overrepresented as before.
D efinite changes w ere observed w hen m igration w as exam ined according  
to m igration flow s. In ru ral-ru ral m igration  the proportion w orking in 
prim ary production decreased from  33 °/o to 12 #/o. R elated to this w as the 
fact that the m igration  flow s o f 1978 are clearly  m ore uniform  w hen  
exam ined b y  industry.

—  A n  exam ination  according to status show ed that the proportion o f b lu e- 
collar w orkers am ong the m igrants had defin itely  decreased. A n  increase 
had occurred specifically  in the »others* -m ig ra n t group. This transition is 

probably related to the increased m igration o f students and pensioners. This  
third status group w as found to h ave grow n steadily  in ev ery  m igration  

flow .
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