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Abstract

The Narva—Luga micro-region, situated on the border of Estonia and Russia in north-eastern
Europe, has been the target of international and interdisciplinary research conducted
annually between 2005 and 2014. During this time, altogether 42 new archaeological sites
have been discovered, and many sites have also been excavated — in addition, a large
amount of natural scientific data has been collected. All in all, over 60 Stone Age and Bronze
Age sites are currently known in this micro-region. The sites date mostly between the late 6"
and late 3" millennia calBC, that is, to the cultural contexts of Narva Ware, Comb Ware, and
Corded Ware. In this paper, some of the main results of the archaeological studies made
during the last decade are briefly summarised.

sediments, are sharply contoured to the south
and east by a plateau formed by the Cambrian/
Ordovician Baltic Klint. During much of the
Holocene, transgressions and regressions of

1 Introduction

The Narva—Luga micro-region is located on the
south-eastern coast of the Gulf of Finland of the

Baltic Sea, in the Estonian—Russian border area.
It is named after the two major rivers —Narva
and Luga — cutting through the research area,
which occupies the territory of the geologically
old Klint Bay (Fig. 1). The region consists of
two main landscape areas: the northern coas-
tal lowlands, dominated by marine and fluvial

the Baltic Sea, which were caused by glacio-
isostatic land uplift and eustatic changes of the
sea level, were a central factor in shaping the
environment. They affected specifically the
coastal lowlands, which were characterised by
extensive lagoonal systems during most of the
Neolithic — towards the end of the period and
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the Early Bronze Age the lagoons were over-
grown and the natural environment took a diffe-
rent appearance (for a detailed hydrological and
geological history, see Rosentau et al. 2013).
The first Stone Age sites and intriguing
stray finds (including the remains of a fish-
net) were discovered already in the 1930s
and 1940s in the Narva-Luga Klint Bay area
(Indreko 1932; 1948). In the 1950s, 1960s, and
1980s, large-scale excavations were carried out
on the Estonian side of the border (Efendiyev
1983; Gurina 1967; Jaanits 1955; 1965; for
a detailed research history until 1995, see
Kriiska 1996a). A new phase of intensive re-
search started in the 1990s and has been going
on until the present day (Kriiska 1995a; 1996b;
1999; 2000; Kriiska & Nordqvist 2007; 2010;
2012; Kriiska & Rappu 2008; Kriiska et al.
2015a; 2015b). In the area on the Russian side
of the border, part of which belonged to the
Estonian Republic until 1940, archaeological
activities have been more modest. However,
some surveys and excavations were conduct-
ed in the area during the 20" century (Gurina
1961; Indreko 1948; Moora 1957; Petrenko &
Efendiyev 1985). In 2005, research intensi-
fied also on Russian territory, when the studies
done in Estonia were extended to the east in
order to obtain a comprehensive investigation
of the whole geographical micro-region.
Within the last ten years, research has been
conducted annually in the Narva—Luga region
by an international crew of scholars from Russia,
Estonia, and Finland. In addition to archaeolo-
gists, a multitude of specialists from different
fields of the natural sciences, including geol-
ogy, marine geology, limnology, palaeogeogra-
phy, geomorphology, geochemistry, palynology,
and geophysics, have taken part in the studies
(Fig. 2). The research done so far has consisted
of modern archaeological surveys and (small-
scale) excavations (Gerasimov et al. 2012; 2013;
Kriiska et al. 2015a; 2015b), as well as various
kinds of geological and palaeoecological map-
ping and sampling (Rosentau et al. 2013; TSugali
et al. 2014). At the time of writing, many analy-
ses are still under way. These include some of
the palaeoecological studies, but also analyses of
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lipids, starch, and phytolites on pottery sherds,
as well as the macrofossil analyses of excavated
sites. The results of these studies can be expect-
ed to come out in the near future.

As a result, over 60 Stone Age and Bronze
Age settlement sites are known in the research
area. This figure includes the new sites found
in 2005-2014 as well as all the previously
known sites, which were all inspected during
our fieldwork. In addition, a large amount of
natural scientific data has been collected. In
this paper, we present some of the main results
of the archaeological studies made in the area
between 2005 and 2014. The treatment, ad-
mittedly, remains on a highly descriptive and
superficial level, and detailed presentations of
the materials, their analyses, interpretations,
and contextualisations are left for forthcoming
publications.

2 Results

2.1 General description

The results unquestionably show that the
Narva—Luga micro-region was densely inha-
bited at least throughout the later part of the
Stone Age, from the Late Mesolithic / Early
Neolithic to the Late Neolithic / Early Bronze
Age, depending on the preferred periodisa-
tion.! The 42 settlement sites and one burial
ground found in our studies date to the interval
5200-2000 calBC (Fig. 1; Table 1). However,
earlier research has revealed also signs of
habitation during the pre-ceramic period, da-
ting from 6500 calBC onwards, and some st-
ray finds discovered in buried soil layers on
the lowlands also derive from the Mesolithic
Stone Age (Indreko 1932; Jaanits et al. 1982:
43-47; Kriiska & Gerasimov 2014: 9-10;
Moora 1957; Rosentau et al. 2013: Fig. 5). At
this point, it must also be noted that our stu-
dies have predominantly focused on the coas-
tal lowlands, which can be assumed to have
witnessed much of the Stone Age and Early
Bronze Age settlement activities (also el-
sewhere on the Estonian northern coast, Stone
Age habitation has mostly been recorded in the
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B Figure 1. The location of the Narva—Luga
interfluve in the eastern Baltic Sea region
(A), and the currently known Stone Age
and Early Bronze Age sites in this area
(B). Sites: 1 — Narva Joaorg; 2—4 — Lommi
I, I, and lll; 5-19 — Riigikdla I, 11, Ill, 1V,
V, VI, VI, VI, 1X, X, X1, X, XL, X1V, and
XV; 20-24 — Izvoz 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6; 25-31
— Narva-Joesuu |, lla, llb, I, 1V, Viljapea,
and Kudrukila; 32-45 — Rosson 1, 2, 3,
4,5,6,7, 8 8b, 9, 10, 12, 15, and 16;
46-51 — Vaike-Ropsu 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6;
52-58 — Kuzemkino 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and
7; 59-60 — Galik 3 and 4; 61 — Strupovo;
62 — Kurovitsy. Sites known before 2005
marked in blue, sites located within the
present studies shown in red. Map: the
authors.

Luga Bay

Narva Bay

Figure 2. Examples of the variety of meth-
ods employed in the studies: sediment
samples for palaeoenvironmental research
are cored near the Rosson settlement site
cluster (left), and the area of the possible
Corded Ware cemetery is studied through
GPR survey at Narva-Joesuu (right).
Photos: K. Nordqvist.

Estonia
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No Site Found  Excavations  Pottery 14C date (BP)  Lab-index getference for the
ating

1 Viljapea 2005 - CW 4315430 Poz-59063 This study

2 Narva-Jéesuu | 2008 2009 CW, CoW - -

3 Narva-Jéesuu 2009 2010 CW, CowW 4557434 ; Hela-2741; Kriiska & Nordqvist

lla 3931+35 Hela-2740 2012; Rosentau et

al. 2013: Table 2

4 Narva-Jéesuu 2009 2011-2014 CW, CoW 4500+35; Poz-58915; Kriiska et al. 2015;

lIb 4215+35; P0z-58913; this study
3755+30 Poz-58914

5 Narva-Jéesuu Il 2009 - CW, CoW - -

6 Il\\l/arva-J()esuu 2009 - CW, CoW - -

7 Kuzemkino 1 2005 - NW 5090440 Hela-1945 Gerasimov et al.
2012: 246

8 Kuzemkino 2 2005 - NW - -

9 Kuzemkino 3 2010 - - - -

10 Kuzemkino 4 2014 - NW - -

11 Kuzemkino 5 2014 - NW - -

12 Kuzemkino 6 2014 - NW - -

13 Kuzemkino 7 2014 - Ccw - -

14 Izvoz 2 2006 2008 NW, CW 621248 Hela-2742 Rosentau et al.
2013: Table 2

15 Izvoz 3 2006 2012 CW - -

16 Izvoz 4 2007 - Ccw - -

17 Izvoz 5 2007 - CwW - -

18 Izvoz 6 2007 - CwW - -

19 Galik 3 2006 - NW 5442+45 Hela-2743 Rosentau et al.
2013: Table 2

20 Galik 4 2006 - CW - -

21 Kurovitsy 2006 - Ccw - -

22 Strupovo 2010 - - - -

23 Vaike-Ropsu 1 2010 - CoW 3607131 Hela-2516 Rosentau et al.
2013: Table 2

24 Vaike-Ropsu 2 2010 - Ccw - -

25 Vaike-Ropsu 3 2010 - Ccw - -

26 Vaike-Ropsu 4 2010 - Ccw - -

27 Vaike-Ropsu 5 2010 - NwW - -

28 Vaike-Ropsu 6 2013 - CoW - -

29 Rosson 1 2011 - CW, CoW 3725140 Hela-2744 Rosentau et al.
2013: Table 2

30 Rosson 2 2011 - CoW - -

31 Rosson 3 2011 - CoW - -

32 Rosson 4 2012 - CoW - -

33 Rosson 5 2012 - CW, CoW - -

34 Rosson 6 2012 - Ccw - -

35 Rosson 7 2012 - CW, CoW - -

36 Rosson 8 2012 - CoW - -

37 Rosson 8b 2012 - CoW - -

38 Rosson 9 2012 - CW, CoW - -

39 Rosson 10 2013 - CoW - -

40 Rosson 12 2013 - CoW - -

41 Rosson 15 2013 - Ccw - -

42 Rosson 16 2013 - CW - -

Table 1. Stone Age sites found in the Narva—Luga micro-region in 2005-2014. NW — Narva Ware; CW — Comb
Ware; CoW — Corded Ware.
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Figure 3. Archaeology aficionados of the Ango association participating in the excavations at the settlement sites
of Narva-Jdesuu lIb (left) and Rosson 9 (right). Photos: K. Nordqvist.

zone between the Klint and the seashore; e.g.
Kadakas et al. 2010; Kriiska et al. 2009). Areas
on top of the plateau (the Klint) have been me-
agrely studied and exhibit individual sites and
finds only.

In the studies conducted during the last de-
cade, find materials belonging to all three early
ceramic complexes, typical for the eastern Baltic
Sea area, are present: Narva Ware (dated in
Estonia and western Russia ca. 5500-3900 cal-
BC), Comb Ware (ca. 4000-2000 calBC), and
Corded Ware (ca. 2800-2000 calBC). In addi-
tion, also finds of later periods (Iron Age and his-
torical era) have been recorded and investigated.

The general trends of the Stone Age in
the Narva—Luga micro-region were partially
outlined already in the studies made in the
Narva area between the 1950s and the 1990s.
However, the settlements and burials discov-
ered during the recent fieldwork allow consid-
erably more detailed and diverse investigation
of prehistoric habitation and land use — stud-
ies of settlement, subsistence, material culture
and technology, as well as spiritual culture
and contacts. Also more accurate chronologies
can be constructed by combining the informa-
tion from radiometric datings of archaeologi-

cal materials with the palaeoecological data.
Further, the Narva—Luga region was not unique
in terms of its environmental settings, and cor-
responding lagoonal systems existed during
that time also elsewhere in the eastern Baltic
Sea area, including the areas of Sindi-Lodja,
Lavassaare, and Tolkuse in south-western
Estonia (e.g. Kriiska & L6ugas 2009; Rosentau
et al. 2009), and, to some extent, the territory
of present-day St Petersburg and Sestroretsk
in the eastern Gulf of Finland (Gusentsova &
Sorokin 2012: 184-185; Kulkova et al. 2014).
Therefore, the meticulous research carried out
in the micro-region provides material for pro-
ducing predictive models for other coastal ar-
eas of the Baltic Sea, too. In addition, the cur-
rent studies have also confirmed many old in-
terpretations, which, at their time, were based
on scarce material.

The Narva-Luga area is one of the most
thoroughly studied micro-regions in Estonia
and north-west Russia: it has been extensively
surveyed, and also relatively many excavations
have been conducted. The level of detail can, in
fact, be presented as one of the essential points
of the research described in this paper. Another
central achievement is the seamless and recip-
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Figure 4. Riigikila VI, a settlement site of the Narva Ware period, was excavated in 2007—2008. Photo: A. Kriiska.

rocal combination of various fields of research
with archaeological studies. This cooperation
has resulted in well-founded palaeogeographi-
cal models, which allow not only the accurate
monitoring of long-term changes in the natural
environment, but also the study of contempo-
rary developments in human activities and land
use patterns in relation to these changes. All
of the above forms a good basis for future re-
search: the addition of new, well-dated sites and
finds into the existing data will further refine the
detail of our models, and, thus, further clarify
the image of the past in the Narva—Luga area.
In addition to scientific goals, the popularisa-
tion of research has played a considerable role
in our work. Public archaeology has been very
prominent especially on the Estonian side, but
also in Russia. Laymen, particularly Finnish ar-
chaeology enthusiasts, have also taken part in the
excavations annually over the last decade (Fig.
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3), in addition to which the results have been
presented through local media (e.g. Korsten
2014) and public lectures, as well as in maga-
zines popularising archaeology (e.g. Kriiska et
al. 2014; Nordquvist et al. 2014).

In the following, the results of studies
made in 2005-2014 are presented, sorted, and
arranged according to the main pottery types.

2.2 Narva Ware

Currently, altogether 21 settlement sites with
Narva Ware are known in the Narva—Luga
area, eight of which have been discovered bet-
ween 2005 and 2014 (Table 1).? Two Narva
Ware sites have been excavated in the course
of the present studies: Riigikila VI in 2007-
2008 (Fig. 4) and lzvoz 2 in 2008.

The oldest known settlements in the Narva—
Luga coastal lowlands date to the Narva pe-
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riod. Based on the available “C data, the area
was settled (or re-settled) soon after the trans-
gression maximum of the Litorina Sea, ca.
5200 calBC (Table 1) — as noted above, older
finds have been made in soil layers buried by
the transgression. The closest known pre-ce-
ramic settlement, Narva Joaorg, is located just
on the edge of the Klint (see Jaanits et al. 1982:
43-46; Kriiska 1995b). The datings obtained
from the research area are among the oldest
dates related to Narva Ware in the area of the
Gulf of Finland and all of Estonia. However,
also the youngest Narva-Ware-related dating —
ca. 3800 calBC (Table 1) — derives from the
Narva-Luga area. This provides grounds to
suggest that the production of Narva Ware and
the subsequent Comb Ware had a considerable
temporal overlap in the northern part of the
eastern Baltic Sea area.

The settlement during this period took
place in an extensive system of lagoons sur-
rounding the Narva-Luga Klint Bay (Gurina
1967: Fig. 97; Kriiska 1999: 174; Rosentau et
al. 2013: Fig. 7). The diverse ja variable envi-
ronment — apparently — provided people with
ample possibilities for settlement and subsis-
tence. Settlements seem to have been clearly
shore-bound and were commonly located on
lagoonal spits and islands, as well as at the
mouths of rivers discharging into the lagoons
— however, open seashores seem to have been
avoided. The varying locations and areal ex-
tents of the sites, as well as the differences
in the thickness of their cultural deposits and
amount of finds, strongly indicate the presence
of many types of settlements and camp sites.

Find material dating to the Narva Ware
period is fairly repetitive and consists mostly
of potsherds (Fig. 5). The Narva vessels are
made of clays principally tempered with some
organic fibrous matter, less often with crushed
shell or rock debris, or with combined ad-
mixtures. Based on similarities in pottery, the
Narva—Luga area can be included into a cul-
tural area covering northern and north-eastern
Estonia (Kriiska 1997: Fig. 6). However, like
elsewhere in the eastern Baltic Sea region of
the 6th-5th millennia calBC, the other raw ma-

terials used in the Narva—Luga micro-region
do not display significant contacts with other
regions (Gerasimov et al. 2010: 45). Lithic ma-
terial consists almost entirely of local quartz,
usually split using the bipolar knapping tech-
nique, as flint does not occur naturally in the
region. Bone material is preserved only in ex-
ceptional cases, and generally only as small
burned fragments.

2.3 Comb Ware

Comb Ware is known at 28 settlement sites in
the Narva—Luga area — 24 of these have been
found in recent studies. Between 2005 and
2014, excavations have been conducted at five
Comb Ware sites: in 20062007 at Riigikula
Il (Kriiska & Rappu 2008), in 2009 at Narva-
Joesuu | (Kriiska & Nordgvist 2010), in 2010
at Narva-Joesuu lla (Kriiska & Nordqvist
2012), in 2011-2014 at Narva-Jdesuu llb
(Kriiska et al. 2015a; 2015b) (Fig. 3), and in
2012 at Izvoz 3 (Fig. 6).

The radiocarbon datings obtained from
Comb Ware sites fall between ca. 4100-2750
calBC (Table 1; see also TSugai et al. 2014:
Table 1). However, the oldest dating can be
questioned. It derives from the Riigikila Il site,
where a stoneless, partially dug-in fireplace was
studied in the course of salvage excavations
(Kriiska & Rappu 2008: 17). Two samples of
different materials found within this fireplace
were AMS dated: crust on a pottery sherd gave
a median of ca. 4100 calBC (5220+50 BP;
Hela-1863; 8**C -28.7%o; Kriiska & Nordqvist
2012: 27), and wood charcoal from the fireplace
of ca. 3650 calBC (4872+38 BP; Hela-3256;
dBC -28.9%0). This implies the presence of
freshwater reservoir effect in the dating of crust,
although the 8°C value is equally low also in
the dating of wood charcoal. Finds from the
fireplace included pieces of both Typical and
Late Comb Ware, which indicates their con-
temporary or overlapping use. These pottery
types have been in use simultaneously also at
the Narva-J@esuu lla site (Kriiska & Nordgvist
2012: 24-26), where a burned animal bone from
a Typical/Late Comb Ware context was dated
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Figure 5. Fragments of Narva Ware from the Riigikula IV site. Photos: K. Roog.

Figure 6. Trial excavations underway at the Comb Ware settlement site of Izvoz 3 in 2012. Photo: A. Kriiska.
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with a median age of ca. 3300 calBC (Table
1), and at the Narva-JBesuu | site (Kriiska &
Nordgvist 2010: 20).

Palaeoenvironmental reconstructions show
that Comb Ware habitation took place both on
the lagoon shores and on the river banks fur-
ther away from the sea (Rosentau et al. 2013:
Fig. 7). Settlement was generally shore-bound
and occupied the beach zone of these loca-
tions. The variation in site size, cultural depos-
its, and find assemblages clearly shows that in
addition to probably year-round villages, many
other temporary, seasonal, or special-purpose
camps and locations existed in the area.

The find assemblages from Comb Ware
sites are much more diverse than before.
Pottery-making technology seems to have
been quite standardised in the beginning, but
especially in the later phases, ceramics start
to exhibit varying features (Fig. 7). Also lithic
materials and tool types show variation. The
use of flint in knapped tool production in-
creases significantly. This raw material was
imported to the Narva—Luga region, as well
as to the rest of the eastern Baltic and Finland
(e.g. Kriiska 2015; Nufiez & Franzén 2011),
from two regions: (1) the upper reaches of
the Volga River and its neighbouring area in
central Russia and (2) south Lithuania and/or
Belorussia. Other foreign materials were used
as well, including Baltic amber (Ots 2003)
and Onega metatuffite (Kriiska et al. 2013).
In other words, the material culture and other
cultural features evidence that by the Comb
Ware period, the Narva-Luga micro-region
had integrated into the reorganised, extensive
social and contact networks that covered much
of the eastern European forest zone (see also
Nordqyvist et al. 2015).

In a wider context, the material dating to
the final part of the Comb Ware period, that is,
to the end of the 4™ and even to the turn to the
3 millennia calBC, is highly interesting. This
period of time is extremely poorly known, as
only a handful of such sites have been properly
studied in the eastern Baltic Sea area. In the
Narva—Luga micro-region, find material and
AMS datings place three sites into this time

period: Narva-Jdesuu lla, Narva-Jéesuu llb,
and Viljapea (Table 1). Despite the fact that
find assemblages belonging to this phase are
fairly small, they nevertheless display char-
acteristics similar to those observed at other
contemporary sites in the eastern Baltic Sea
area, including the diminishing use of flint and
simultaneous wide-scale utilisation of vari-
ous porphyries (e.g. Edgren 1984: 40; Kriiska
2002: 38; Kriiska & Nordqvist 2012: 27-29;
Mokkonen 2008: 129).

2.4 Corded Ware

Recent fieldwork has revealed altogether 19
Corded Ware settlement sites (Fig. 8) and one
burial ground (Fig. 9) — a total of 25 Corded
Ware sites are now known in the Narva—Luga
micro-region. Between 2005 and 2014, seve-
ral of the newly-found sites have also been in-
vestigated through excavations: the Riigikila
X1V site was studied in 2005-2006 (Kriiska
& Nordqvist 2007), Narva-Joesuu | in 2009
(Kriiska & Nordgvist 2010), Narva—Jdesuu lla
in 2010 (Kriiska & Nordgvist 2012), and the
Narva Joesuu I1b settlement and burial site in
2011-2014 (Kriiska et al. 2015a; 2015b) (Figs.
2&3,8&9).

The YC dates obtained from Corded Ware
finds and contexts delimit a period of ca. 2800—
2000 calBC (Table 1). This suggests a very
long duration for this cultural phase, as well
as an exceptionally late survival of Corded
Ware in the Narva—Luga area (in many areas
the end of Corded Ware is commonly placed in
ca. 2400/2300 calBC; e.g. Larsson 2009: 17;
Wtodarczak 2009: 738).

By the time Corded Ware started to be
manufactured, the natural conditions had sig-
nificantly changed from the preceding ones:
the lagoons had become completely isolated
from the sea and were in many cases already
overgrown. Thus, by the early 3 millennium
calBC, the landscape of the area was prob-
ably quite reminiscent of the present, com-
prising sandy ridges alternating with rivers,
small lakes, ponds, and bogs (Rosentau et al.
2013: Fig. 7). Also the settlement pattern of

109



AIVAR KRIISKA, DMITRIY V. GERASIMOV, KERKKO NORDQVIST, SERGEY N. LISITSYN, SARITA SANDELL & MARGARITA A. KHOLKINA

Figure 7. Selection of Comb Ware from the Riigikdila Il site. Photos: K. Roog.

the Corded Ware people deviates from that of
the earlier times. Instead of being located by
larger waterbodies, sites are now situated by
more restricted waters — or by no waters at all.
Most sites are placed on the banks of rivers or
smaller streams, or, alternatively, near small
ponds (Fig. 8), but there are also some sites
which are situated inland, away from any an-
cient or present-day waterbodies. No sites are
known from the seashore of that period.
Corded Ware sites in the Narva—Luga area
are very variable in terms of their dimensions,
finds and other properties. Even if most of
the sites seem to be small and poor in finds —
which seems to be the norm in the neighbour-
ing areas too (see Kriiska 2000; Nordgvist &
Hékala 2014) — also sites with thick cultural
layers and areas of more than half a hectare
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have been encountered. The smaller sites in-
dicate that the settlement system was based on
single households. The existence of larger sites
does not necessarily contradict this interpreta-
tion, as they may have been formed as a result
of long-term relocating or recurrent settle-
ment in the same places (Kriiska et al. 2015a).
Nevertheless, more datings and analyses are
needed to confirm these hypotheses.

Large sites, as well as the long duration and
the late survival of the cultural phase, make
the Narva—Luga area a bit unusual in terms of
Corded Ware. Further, many settlements seem
to be fairly ‘clean’, that is, devoid of mate-
rial from other periods and cultural phases,
which is quite uncommon elsewhere. Also
the structures revealed in the recent excava-
tions are quite unique, including the first semi-
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Figure 8. The discovery of the Corded Ware site Rosson 9, situated next to a small pond, in 2012. Photo: A. Kriiska.

subterranean, log-based Corded Ware houses
in the northern Baltic Sea area, as well as the
first Corded Ware burials excavated in Estonia
since the 1940s (see Kriiska et al. 2015a;
2015b) (Fig. 9).

The composition of find material from the
settlement sites is relatively uniform. The as-
semblages consist mostly of pottery fragments
(Fig. 10), although in some cases quartz and
flint flakes and artefacts, as well as a few whet-
stones, have been recovered. Also some burned
bone fragments are present. Similarities in pot-
tery connect the Narva—Luga region with a
wider cultural area in northern Latvia, Estonia,
southern Finland, and the Karelian Isthmus
(Russia), but also with areas further east, in
central Russia. Flint material, found in clear
Corded Ware contexts, most likely derives from
southern Lithuania or Belorussia, thus indicat-
ing contacts with people living in the more
southern regions as well.

3 Concluding remarks

The Narva—Luga micro-region, situated on the
border of Estonia and Russia, is a central area
for the research of prehistoric habitation in the
eastern Baltic Sea area, although the material
gathered there also provides insight into the
study of past human activities in all of eastern
and northern Europe. During the international
and interdisciplinary research conducted in the
Narva—Luga area in 2005-2014, altogether 42
new archaeological sites were discovered, and
many of these sites were also excavated. The in-
terdisciplinary approach and the use of modern
methodology have facilitated the creation of re-
liable palaesogeographical reconstructions and a
more detailed view on the Stone Age and Early
Bronze Age settlement and land use. Abundant
find material provides us with further informa-
tion about the living conditions, settlement and
housing, material culture, technology, spiritual
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Figure 9. Recently excavated Corded Ware structures — a partially revealed semi-subterranean log-based house
(left) and a double burial (right) — at the Narva-J&esuu lIb site. Photos: K. Nordgvist.

Figure 10. Corded Ware
pottery sherds found at
settlement sites in the
Narva-Luga area: 1 -
Rosson 8; 2 — Rosson 7;
3-6 — Narva-Joesuu llb.
Photos: A. Kriiska.
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culture, and contacts of the prehistoric inhabi-
tants of this region. Thanks to the increasing
amount of **C dates, the chronological resolu-
tion of the developments has also become more
fine-grained.

The sites discovered over the last 10 years
represent all three early pottery types charac-
teristic of the eastern Baltic Sea area: Narva
Ware, Comb Ware, and Corded Ware. During
the Narva and Comb Ware periods, the Narva—
Luga micro-region was occupied by a vast
lagoonal system, which provided good set-
tings for human habitation. Settlements were
placed on lagoonal spits and islands and at
river mouths, they were located on the im-
mediate shore or the beach zone, and they fol-
lowed the retreating shoreline through time.
By the Corded Ware period, the elevation of
the sea had lowered further, and the lagoons
were practically overgrown — the landscape re-
sembled that of today. Habitation was now lo-
cated on river banks and near small waterbod-
ies (ponds), but also totally inland locations
appear — closeness to the shore seems to have
lost its importance, at least partially.

The studies conducted in the Narva-Luga
area thus far have built a sturdy basis of multi-
disciplinary data for the use of future research.
The existing materials already provide a good
basis for the study of the chronology and tem-
poral overlap of different pottery types, for
example. Also the poorly-known late-4"-mil-
lennium-calBC assemblages and sites could be
a theme for upcoming studies. A well-estab-
lished block of research, which will definitely
move on in the future, is the study of Corded
Ware: the abundant array of relatively undis-
turbed sites provides excellent conditions for
the continuation of this work.
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Notes

1  This paper generally follows the Russian periodi-
sation, in which Corded Ware is included into the
Bronze Age — in Estonian periodisation this cultural
phase is still counted within the Neolithic. All dates
are calibrated by OxCal v4.2 (Bronk Ramsey 2009);
r5; IntCal13 atmospheric curve (Reimer et al. 2013).

2 Narva Ware has been named after and defined accor-
ding to the finds made in the Narva area in the 1950s
(see Gurina 1967; Jaanits 1968; Kriiska 1995b).
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