
© Entomologica Fennica. 16 July 2004

A new European species of genus Eristalis Latreille, 1804

(Diptera: Syrphidae)
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Eristalis tecta sp. n. is described, based on material from the Macedonian Mu-

seum ofNatural History (Skopje, Macedonia, former Republic of Yugoslavia).
This species is closely related to E. interrupta (Poda, 1761). Diagnostic charac-

ters of the species, together with figures of the male terminalia, are given. A

checklist ofthe Eristalis species known from the Balkan Peninsula is presented.
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1. Introduction

Genus Eristalis Latreille, 1804 is widely distrib-

uted over the Palaearctic, Nearctic and Oriental

regions. Peck (1988) listed 46 Eristalis species

occurring in the Palaearctic, and Telford (1970)
listed 25 for the Nearctic region. The adults of

many the species closely resemble bees (Apis) or

bumble bees (Bombus, Psitlzyrus) in their colour

patterns and pilosity. The larvae (“rat-tailed mag-

gots”) are saprophagous aquatic insects with a

characteristic long and extensible posterior respi-

ratory process.

Kanervo (1938) distinguished several groups

of species based on the structure of male termi-

nalia and other morphological characters.

Holinka (1999) revised the Eristalis rupium spe-

cies group for the Czech and Slovak Republics
and gave a key to the central European species.

However, neither Kanervo nor Holinka studied

all the necessary type material, leaving many no-

menclatural and taxonomic problems unresolved.

The comprehensive revision of western Palae-

arctic Eristalis species carried out by Hippa et al.

(2001) contained discussion on the identity of20

species, their diagnostic characters and a key.
These authors established new synonyms and

designated various lectotypes and neotypes.
Until now, 11 Eristalis species have been re-

corded from the Balkan Peninsula (gimic and







122

combination of a bare arista and wholly micro-

trichose wings, as well as in its characteristic male

genitalia (see Results and Fig. 2). As E. tecta re-

sembles E. interrupta much, the following differ-

ences between these two species should be high-

lighted: arista bare (long-haired in interrupta),

wings wholly micro-trichose (not bare as in other

Eristalis species) and posterior half of meso-

notum also with some black hairs (which are

lacking in interrupta). Hind-basitarsus, seen in

profile, is about 2/3 the thickness ofthe tibia at its

apex (ofequal thickness in interrupta). Tibiae are

more yellow than in interrupta: basal 3/4 of t1

(about 1/2 in interrupta); 3/4 of t2 (2/3—3/4 in

interrupta) and 3/5 of t3 (2/5 in interrupta).
The male genitalia, in lateral view, are with a

broader dorsal lobe ofsurstylus (dl in Fig. 2) than

in interrupta (see figure 16A in Hippa et al.

[2001]), straight dorsal and ventral margins of

paramere (pr in Fig. 2a), but uneven (or wavy) in

interrupta (see figure 16A Hippa et al. [2001]).

Aedeagal lobe, in ventral view, is shorter and less

curved (al in Fig. 2b) than in interrupta (see fig-
ure 16B in Hippa et al. [2001]).

In the key ofViolovitsh (1983), E. tecta sp. n.

may key out as E. corymbus Viol., 1975 but dif-

fers from the latter in its wholly microtrichose

wings. This character also separates it from

E. transcaucasica Kuznetzov, 1994, described

from Caucasus.

E. tecta can be included in the key ofWest Palae-

arctic species of Hippa et al. (2001) as follows:

A. Wing wholly microtrichose. . . E. tecta sp. n.

B. Wing hyaline ....................... 1.

5. Checklist ofEristalis species
on the Balkan Peninsula

1. Eristalis alping (Panzer, 1798)
Glumac (1972), Simié and Vujic (1990), Dirickx

(1994)

2. Eristalis arbustorum (Linnaeus, 1758)
Glumac (1972), Simic & Vujic (1984, 1990,

1996), Kula (1985), 8imic (1987), Dirickx

(1994), Vujic et al. (1998, 2000)
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3. Eristalis interrupta (Poda, 1761)
nemorum auct. nec Linnaeus (1758)
As nemorum in Glumac (1972), simié (1987),
8imic & Vujic (1990, 1996) and Dirickx (1994)

4. Eristalis intricgria (Linnaeus, 1758)
Glumac (1972), Simic & Vujic (1990), Dirickx

(1994)

5. Eristalz'sjugorum Egger, 1858

Glumac (1972), Simié (1987), Dirickx (1994),
Simic & Vujic (1996), Vujic et al. (1997)

6. Eristalis lineata (Harris, 1776)
horticola De Geer, 1776 auct.

As horticola in Glumac (1972), §imic (1987),
8imic & Vujic (1990, 1996), Dirickx (1994) and

Vujic et al. (1998)

7. Eristalis pertinax (Scopoli, 1763)
Glumac (1972), Kula (1985), Simié (1987),
Simié & Vujic (1990, 1996), Dirickx (1994),

Vujic et al. (2000)

8. Eristalis picea (Fallen, 1817)

Vujic et al. (1998)

9. Eristalz's rupiung Fabricius, 1805

Glumac (1972), Simié & Vujié (1990, 1996),
Dirickx (1994), Vujic et al. (1997)

10. Eristalis Similis (Fallen, 1817)

syn. pratorum Meigen, 1822

As pratorum in Glumac (1972), Kula (1985),
Simic (1987), Simic & Vujic (1990, 1996),
Dirickx (1994) and Vujic et al. (1998, 2000)

11. Eristalis tecta sp. n.

12. Eristalis tenax (Linnaeus, 1758)
Glumac (1972), Kula (1985), 8imic (1987),
8imic & Vujic (1990, 1996), Dirickx (1994),

Vujic et al. (1998, 2000)

Among Eristalis species, the only doubtful Bal-

kan taxon remaining is E. nigritarsis Macquart,

1834, as published by Drensky (1934) for Bul-

garia. The validity of this record requires confir-

mation.

Recently, E. nigritarsis was synonymized
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with Syrphus cryptarum Fabricius, 1794 by

Hippa et al. (2001).
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