Universiteit

4 Leiden
The Netherlands

Carvings & community: inclusive heritage solutions for for protecting

ancient Karakorum petroglyphs under threat
Aerde, M.E.].]. van; Khan, A.G.

Citation

Aerde, M. E. J. J. van, & Khan, A. G. (2021). Carvings & community: inclusive heritage
solutions for for protecting ancient Karakorum petroglyphs under threat. Journal Of
Archaeohistorical Studies, 1(2), 77-90. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3256315

Version: Publisher's Version
License: Creative Commons CC BY-SA 4.0 license

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3256315

Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3256315







ISSN-L 2702-1858
PRINT ISSN 2702-1858
ONLINE ISSN 2702-1378

S

~

6

il s
aellaa gy, b galy,

2¥ oV (uasas B S g2) Yal>¥oylads

Ul &



ol S (gedisl gy Poulsy Kl 1395) Syoue udind aily g0l 238 golul (addle (Susl (FLyBT Sl o) 56T
St B e i o oo island sl Sl - Aome iy ale 1S (ubul) e 3T Syt ool Ml i @il
oo Ologlea gol slge (Jlo adidii yol g31908 (95 S pud 31 Jsady Olsngad plad oads S0 5w sl Jlg
B (BaxS [ 0uisS s33235 sol 13 dove sol sty I8 JLas (uo et g9l Wl slgo 335 52 casle (S ulul oyl
335 LES S o sl S 150 S0 b guso S WS S ul Slgun) g Snle 25 Jlaszaal (138 s g Jasa
S 25 g g gt @l e Aome cplsste Jsad ~salliil ez S () ~slllne Lty SUyBT il Aome (o
I3 ned By S il hdiod yol UL o JIBI (Faisd S (ebien Sipd g9l (iislas S oIl (i prdion
oS 084S 53300 By ol Buo Dl sw By sale e jad gl 5ol UsS gy Foii> aelal S slge yol Olsasod. gud
o oS oSt A Jod BB By cullis sy FsS cw oyl gue e sl gol (S aselBEl S e S S o gl ~ed

By 393 355 yyomif iron 518 aed 319 S gise B S LSS g sclgs Lale U il ed a2 g0 S coegd

JAHS (Journal of Archaeohistorical Studies or &) is a research organ of Association for the
Archaeological Study of Ancient Societies (A4SAS), published under the auspices of Roads and
Religions Research Initiative. All peer-reviewed material, written or visual, including all types of
sketches, illustrations, maps, and information is the sole property of the ASAS and may be used without
modification of the text, materials, and content and with full reference to the magazine and the
author/s(Unless otherwise stated). The entire management of 4SAS including the editorial team of the
Journal of Archaeohistorical Studies is not responsible for the ideas, research, and research findings of
the authors, researchers, or their assistants or co-authors published in JAHS (AAsAAr). It is the
Author’s responsibility to ensure that the submitted content is original. Any violation in this regard will
be considered the author’s misconduct. The author/s will be solely responsible for any violation of the
prevailing laws, accepted scientific norms, or ethics, and JAHS or ASAS management could not be held
responsible before any court of law or any other forum or body.

Published in 2020 by ASAS Roads and Religions Research Initiative for Association for the
Archaeological Studies of Ancient Societies, Punjab Pakistan.

JAHS (U4
Journal of Archaeohistorical Studies
ISSN-L 2702-1858
PRINT  ISSN 2702-1858
ONLINE ISSN 2702-1378
Volume 1, Issue 2 | November 2020
Published for 4S4S by (Dilawar Hussain)
Im Kirchacker 9 76879 Hochstadt Rheinland-Pfalz Germany
Print by ASAS
For inquiries please contact: Muzaffar Ahmad, Executive Editor
archaeohistorian@gmail.com
executiveeditor@aasaar.org
Journal e-mail: editor@aasaar.org
Web: www.aasaar.org , www.roadsandreligions.org
Legal Advisor: Nasir Zaman Chaudhry

This is an open-access journal. Any original, previously unpublished content is licensed under the
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
To view a copy of this license, please visit creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0.

H©




Syowa Audsd (1981) guly g0l 298 wliol

A A

ROADS , RELIGIONS

0 e 9 s S gl sol Oyl le s Y)Y g2 1 aye8 s IS OLUT casile bl
-2 Ly S sl S 19)S Bylaza Ol yguad s yol DlalaBl las ylays Lol 2 S odad Slhgad oaley
g zow S eldb ol slilul aple SLHUT 1o Slag sga0w vade 5 Ol vsaie Slae S ulal
ol 555 Lo &yl s BlaSs 55 salyslas 5y Slass sgume 33 ol S I Shasissde Sl
Sl S Blaylowis Jols S julul . o UsS Lo OWgs nSan ) Sl ol Blasls yay lae 3L, T
alsd (S saslisl yol Wil ByS Le Sayys LT Llac oléel IS uglaSyg sante jue canyd Jogb
ol sl S5 oIS )T Sl 3 s Lo sl el S (Joien 3L8) Jas i 30T Llas ool
e OBl Slshy S pyed S ulul (ue gouy Al - Joli outg UyS i y9uad 3323 8
slasd 63y Sl (S Syl paple SlasShigalss .o LSzl 55 anly (S 50 alind sea 35!
SISl ue Sl N ue sy Ablo s (S gol wolad Sl o Ul 828 92w (03 S
S Al el LS Bl o S9S s 3SIIS OLulT S o ke 18 bl - 58S gales 8 s
ool 2 Ol anl e las) e 5SSl o LS Lo 58 5T 0lalS S )0 Bt SLBT ue 93y] e
Ol el ey ol Lasd (ue (9ily (098 SluSy Alax

oy 23S 2 S 038 S gl JUT gl yol DS InSh 5S S 65 Jske sube S Blayl wanlS
ol g9l 248 wlw! & ASAS Roads and Religions Research Initiative = b e S elal
~gara Bladl yaisia yol Jal> 5 &8 uy y98 Sol o Dygo S msais pals S Suomo i
2 osilh S ol crly e o8 ol wletan Sl @8 1 o EU 31 LB Sloy . olS LS i
B0 a8 0T Lo Sy Jaed oda gorie b £938 (ue ol 3ol Sol sy e ol v gl lasS s
Canys oS ol 5y SBT nle - polal (S Olysal aa S colus SLGT Gale sl wylie S3lga
S vade gl g pd celal S w85l Ladsd jol US cw Jae S 3aod itonas L)S waly 3 3
Aadind Sol sol cag SOl (e ase) 385 bys SOl wod S pyed ST wlel D S Jee>
S Aadas sl olads My 2 15 (alllra Byl (SLBT Sy dona) SBT . Lyl LSe 15218 < sy
= e3s sl

Sl ST e e o sagy Bl ST M ls Sor ool s peslen il s LT
ool a3l 8 bl . S il S @il o Ol g Sl (S e s psle AdletesShs jol 3usd
oS Fsx oa ysbiie Blhe S ks S pelul o yBlalgs 5 golei cw SLLBT paple can e (e
~ AS59S -umd $9930 A S sy gl Ugy Jalds (uo 595 ol pgwss iz (S iy ST (300
S oo oad yokhue slee S cngyr ol b .o Sy 929 (we Sl sl LSl Do i
ealan gue cagy Lale ol .o gy030 a3l A cslay a9 32 o (o S o e ol Dl il
oolo8dl o S celal Lale jol Ly Sl S Bl aey S U a5 (S cule S El sel Ol
()2 Sl S o eslawly ST > uSas S slne



ol Z}(ﬁ./lb/LLTJTJZ/JW&/L"(}Q/L"T&I/,# Gror Dy o &7

Executive Editor

Muzaffar Anmad

PhD Scholar (Hazara University)

MPhil Archaeology (Hazara University)
MA Archaeology(Gold Medallist),
University of Peshawar

Founding President ASAS (Association for
the Archaeological Study of Ancient
Societies)

Roads and Religions Research Initiative

Editors
Naveed Ahmad Raza

MA Archaeology (PU)
MA History (PU)
BA History (PU)

Abdul Ghani Khan

MA Archaeology(Gold
Medallist), (HU)

MPhil Archaeology (HU)
PhD Scholar (HU)

Part of Archaeological
research team in the Leiden
University

Waheed Alam Khan
MA Archaeology (HU)
MPhil Archaeology (HU)

Editorial Board

Muhammad hasan Khokhar
M A History (with
Archaeology)

Deputy Director
Archaeology, Punjab
(Lahore Fort)

Former Curator, Harappa
Museum

Dr. Muhammad Zahir

Ph.D. Archaeology, University of
Leicester (UK)

MA (Gold Medallist), University of
Peshawar

BSc (The University of Peshawar)
Visiting Fellow, Ancient India and Iran
Trust-Cambridge

Aman Fellow - Harvard University, USA
Correspondent Fellow - ISMEQ, Italy
Affiliate Researcher, Max Planck

I 4
21

(394392 03130) NS &3 2l 2

() aig2 0313) DL BT 18 @yl

el M (rasyasiss yolan) Syl I @yl
~8ly

(396598 W) Fli 1.

it JS> oISyl 63 58 il wgual sae S
o] ety Jaonaly Sl 339330 Jagen-atediyl B
gl

Yz

selad

(39693 D) Sy BT @l

(039692 Pl b <

(ry9sigs W) Foli<l o

bFiur

A8y a3 M (o 03130) Dl BTt @l
(39392 0313) Oyl 16 @l

(29592 03130) Y 65 il

2039892 3 @ gy JS IS )T seae
Jb

UGH(&)"}
(w9692 c)b'.g)CJLg)UTQI {n,gl
(29593 0313) Oyl 18 ol

59 8/!)!

A4

Ubw)uLUL’:T 9 é..uti P (a,gl
(9692

Doy ~aga8 SU1 aSon 1S 318 23
(o) ~=18)

023940 A3 339:S sl

A6

BT rwyaiss (s> dILSHT 63zl
(S-92) s

- (9a9s solin) > ollSHT <l
8l a3 Wb

(9692 old) o -l -2
T3S ey gl an @aad sld S
S caly ¢ Srwysdss 3yasb sl lal



ro

Institute for the Science of Human
History - Jena — Germany
Associate Professor,

Department of Archaeology

(HU)

Muhammad Hameed

Ph.D. Archaeology (Freie
Universitat Berlin)

MA Archaeology (Punjab
University)

BA (Punjab University)

Associate Professor Department of
archaeology, Punjab University
Chairman Department of
Archaeology(University of Punjab)

Dr. Mirza Naseer Ahmad
M.Sc Geophysics (Quaid-I-Azam

University)
Ph.D (Hokkaido University, Japan)

Post Doc. (Chulalongkorn University,

Thailand)

Projects supervisor for MS Students
Program, (Chulalongkorn University)
HoD Earth Sciences

Department at Abdus Salam
School of Sciences( Nusrat

Jahan College-Rabwah)
Member, Society of Exploration
Geophysicist (SEG). Member of
Pakistan Association of Petroleum
Geoscientists (PAPG).

Mian Attique Ahmad

MA, History (Archaeology)

FRAS (London)

Ex-Director Lyallpur Museum
Director Punjab Arts & Crafts
Museum ( PUCAR) Information &
Culture Department Government
of Punjab

Dr. ljaz Khan

BA (University of Peshawar)

MA, Archaeology (University of
Peshawar)

Ph.D. The University of Leicester (UK)
Lecturer Ancient Civilisations (Abdul
Wali Khan University, Mardan)
Curator, F. A. Durrani Museum

e Bl T STS 2] o Ee QT 0

GrerDr e &7

S yol duscian

Bl ISMEO kb culilonyls

Sgutetad] Sagly puSca Bha auyly
a3 b L Slusl FUple - Sy
03139) Ol Ul i yucdo sy cal o gesy]
(943 92-

w0

(3> (I3 989 638) 3=l 2
(039693 Ploniy) > IS . @il
395 Dl <l o

SlyBT vmdyso g yucd gy cal woanl
NEFEEOLITRSIENT

22518

NP-SLEVCppewppweiy el

(k> « Sruyosos e 358s) ¢ il

S tyedsn psS Sighlgn) SIS cuagy
(32

plsSax el Lol @l Sl 538l Sl
(3d S eayoion 0sS- Siglden)

Sl J oSl pMldlae . o)l pole nminyio
(OS5 Pz 0y @ Gl -Lsa Judil
Sl sl w3 oy oliwsal )16 gouw yia0
(>

3o

"‘L""’v) CJL.UUTQ é-,UU | (g,gl
(0394992

(0) ol -l

3940 yo3 P 330315

Sl 398 Lol Olowy 33503313 @l
Ologles v (PUCAR)SH -9 093

g #

(9692 yolin )l (2

(039482 yolany YOl bT 1

(S-93) yasnd BT uyouion 63 2l .2
ol Jollae) juin i o ol 4l s
(olsso- ruwyssiss



ol Z}(ﬁ./lb/LLTJTJZ/JW&/L"(}Q/L"TLI/,# Gror Dy o &7

(Abdul Wali Khan University) GAlxe Silys gl ol el 9.8
(9= ol Jollae) a8

Mehir Rahman ey
BA (University of Peshawar) . .
MA (University of Peshawar) R85 J9L"‘j~’ <l
MPhil (Hazara Universtiy, Mansehra) 39892 39l 0'-.{)‘3[ <!l
Hazara University Museum 396923 03130 Aagad LT 18 @il

023940 %ty 9594 0313

Sheikh Atif Ali (Representatiive for Sindh) mk/}”'JE/L‘TL'/.w/V L}‘u’l’ké



o gl Sl T STS 2] or FEe QT2 GrorF Ao 6T

Authours

Dr. Saifurr Rehman Dar (T.1)

Former Director, Lahore Museum

Former Director General Department of Archaeology,
Govt. of Punjab

Former faculty member, Department of Archaeology,
University of the Punjab, Lahore

srdar39@gmail.com

Dr. Muhammad Zahir

Ph.D. Archaeology, University of Leicester (UK)

MA (Gold Medallist), University of Peshawar

BSc (The University of Peshawar)

Associate Professor,Department of Archaeology, Hazara
University

muhammadzahirpk@yahoo.com

Dr. Marike van Aerde

Ph.D. Leiden University

MA Classics and Archaeology from Radboud University
(2005)

Assistant Professor, Faculty of Archaeology, Leiden
University

m.e.j.j.van.aerde@arch.leidenuniv.nl

Abdul Ghani Khan

M.A Archaeology,Hazara University

M Phil Archaeology, Hazara University
Ph.D Scholar at Hazara University
abdul aghanikhan1990@gmail.com

Muzaffar Ahmad

PhD Scholar (Hazara University)

MPhil Archaeology (Hazara University)

MA Archaeology(Gold Medallist), University of
Peshawar

archeohistorian@gmail.com

Muhammad Umar Daraz
M.A LLB

Punjabi Studies and Chiniot
Archaeology
veryaam@yahoo.com

Ms. Saher Mansur
MA. Archaeology (PU)

Ms. Ume Kalsoom
Expert, Archaeological Drawing and
Phoptography

Mr. Mushtaq Ahmad Galotar
Local Historian . Chiniot

I (st

(sl ~aa) 513 (phom 1 s 3513

LSty 08 Cdlne o8 115 il

Sy, oS> aaga8 HUl aaSa (i 150315 Bile
2929 ayosisy ooy (Ol BT s sl Gilus
srdar39@gmail.com

S sass 2SI13

(S-32) srasand B 2nyodon (o2 IS (65, al .2
el S - (rayoos solin) > ollSHl <Ll
~z8ly

(294392 3oling) smo -] -2

2394383 0313 .Sl iy yacdo sy ol L gaua!
muhammadzahirpk@yahoo.com

35l e Sasle w513

(394593 O3 DL BT Lalle saudg sy Sl
(cimstisy GR) 518 S J) 5805 gy
(s2sss9 o3d) 8 &l 2

(9992 138L35) 2> oISl Ll uSiudS <1 ol
m.e.j.j.van.aerde@arch.leidenuniv.nl

ol sdllae

(203352 03139 Byl
(2029692 0313) BlybT U8 @l
(0094392 03130) S o3zl 2
abdul aghanikhan1990@gmail.com

KVCH V1Y

(039652 0313) SIS o3 gl 2

(9692 03l3r) ST 18 il

8y ~8a5 M (e oisd yolag) OBl < @il
(5638 V) Flb <1 o
archeohistorian@gmail.com

3133 sae sa>e

o el Jal el

Sopz Oyl gisa 5 Slolasy yle
veryaam@yahoo.com

394050 3w a0 ySa

(0992 Plansy) Olybl <l

p oS ol noySa
BB es8 o i Sls Lyl ple

_)ngf Ja| éLuu.A“ &
Sguix a0 olda



Fo Z,z’t‘/ﬂ/l%}[ﬂ_}fgji/JW&/L"(}Q/L"’T’LI/,J,{ Gror Dy o &7

Contents
K4

1. Editorial bl |
IVIBSI v eeeeee e eeemesessensssses enasssessessssessessssses essssessessssees 13 () (W atrlgan TR
Chief Editor (With a critical note contributed by Dr. (/'5J7/'J*’/‘(’5J1¢95')Jf“‘/»
Saifur Rahman Dar) " i
2. Ethics of DNA Research on Human Remains: Five JG’//}’ujbéL ::«U"U}!JO?GLL’./@GL&UI .
Globally Applicable Guidelines..........covereevererereenenne 14 * ¥ e -
Alpaslan-Roodenberg, S., Anthony, D., Babiker, H. et (") Jrilee Subl
al. (Urdu Translation: Dr.Muhammad Zahir & Muzaffar /fwi -é“i:/cL:-d;”:&fl ‘-J'J/uﬁw-uw'
Ahmad) ’ ) ’

(/i/;g’ﬂl/;w}f/ﬁx}'u/i)

3. Ethics of DNA Research on Human Remains: Five fJJL/}’u)laé‘:aGU&ld;Q‘:;JWLoGLGUI "
Globally Applicable Guidelines ..........ccceevvuverereeenns 34 - b -

Alpaslan-Roodenberg, S., Anthony, D., Babiker, H. et ) Jri b un
al. (Punjabi Translation: Muhammad Zahir & Muzaffar /fw!-@lJZLr-dfr&ﬁi:-w’l:fxu;";u-uwi

Ahmad)

(21252 1 16 4 P15 25 015
4. Birth, Life and Teachings of Shakiamuni.............. 55 Bo) ety F et Pl '),J/l/ pe
Kamalashri Bakhshi & Rashiduddin Fazllulah v . ".jj v :.,.t“}/d',,
Alhamdani dlﬁl&!f@ﬂy"w'&/&i’dﬁw
5. Carvings & Community: inclusive heritage ﬁ/’fjﬁ&k(}'}(‘:ﬁ:mﬂ/&:}gﬁ'(5/(0/5@[:3 5
solutions for protecting ancient Karakorum . . .
petroglyphs under threat............c.cccoooevevvrrrceninnnne 77 J’D}Z!{/,Hbdi""iz—ﬁﬂ:ﬁ/’wﬂ'@’/”
Dr. Marike van Aerde & Abdul Ghani Khan (e ) ut&fu’mﬁ/’!d;uﬁhﬁ/ﬁ

6. Dr. F. A. Khan - The Builder of Modern Archaeology
in Pakistan . .
A Review in Perspective of 52 Years of Archaeology LI FELGI9artp1are) ék/V’JVU’QJU@‘/&,

in Pakllstan (1940-1992) An !nterwew With a Pioneer g,/-'mvg;ﬂbg.w_dy&y..géawféw’g_w
of Pakistan Archaeology, With a Prelude to the ®

JWL.:,L/b"T&ng,@ulégl_.gn A 13 1

INEEIVIEW..veeer e eeerseeeenesessensnssessessassssssssssssssessssnseenns 91 @) é/wo)/'//../; K/'f‘:/"’ )'Jr/"(’fié

Dr. Saifur Rahman Dar and Muhammad Rafique Dogar S Jf/j,,mjg"’)!_ir)’/lﬁ

7.A Ch.ambered Tomb and :c.ome Candelabrlfm Jﬁéuw‘“m Jlfbfo/ygdc)l’/b.,«lfwﬁof P
Engravings on gravestones in Koh-e-Jud Punjab N
PaKiSTAN....cuireerceee e ere s seassessssssssssssssessee ssssseseeses 118 (AU) e UL
Muzaffar Ahmad and Late Muhammad Hayat ri/H/}Li_‘v?j/}’/VU;"
?:.hf:e.ratmic Tradition of Rajoa Sadat | Mound,Dist;i;:t8 (rAp) %"J&’}J_‘dgék Lebl o2/ A

(13T 1 S . . e B

Muzaffar Ahmad et al. ((:‘!ﬂ:u’ffud;/)/ﬂfm/%/!uw:ﬂ/bf

9D.. Atrtch:acts Discovered from Kot Khadayar, Chinic;t3 ] (M) =l Jal‘ ""F: G y}zr}*uw.:, e 5

(1] £ 101 SO OSSO P RSO POPTOPOPOPPP

Muhammad Umar Daraz I f A



Grer P o7

LT 10

A

Szl S G

-

-

2 T IT

’/..zt"kﬁ/lfﬁ

Fo

‘Jil).ﬂ?f:g."ﬁ’.u’/g/u/(ébééclﬁfw‘u/d@uﬁ;i/\‘ll

S5

(






a common background namely Indo-Aryan
and Indo-European background - however,
complex the topic may be.
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Editorial:
MBS Inscriptions

e U 9 ;":/f:f_ G gﬁ./l.j’»f}ﬁ/ﬁ T J]) T

Beside, I feel that you have not given
sufficient attention to the contribution of
Dr. Dani in the field of Indian

palaeography.

Similarly, your references to different
accession numbers allocated to different
inscriptions is also confusing. To the best
of .my knowledge all numbers inscribed
on artifacts still retain the original
numberd as allocated by Aurel Stein in his
List of Inscriptions in Lahore Museum in a
register, which unfortunately has since
been last after my departure from Lahore
Museum in ,1998. 1 feel that repeated
reference to accession number of original
register will give to your statements s
clarity and meaning which at present
confuses a layman like me.

I may also invite your attention to an
oversight of your regarding epigraphical
material in Lahore Museum. There are in
reserve  collection three fragmentary
Armanean Inscriptions from Baluchistan.
Once I helped a Western scholar in
exhuming these from the godown. I have
still with me his small note giving reading
of these inscriptions. According to him
these belong to the Achaemenid period
and belong to grave -stones. We have a
good number of ancient dams in
Baluchistan as well as brick mausoleums
belonging to the so-called Gabar or
Zoroastrian period. If you have not yet
seen these inscriptions but still want to
consult them ask the concerned staff to
show you inscriptions bearing numbers
244, 155 and 157 of Surel Stein's
numbering.

And last of all <in ,1974, I prepared a
note on some of the ancient inscriptions in
Lahore Museum. I still retain that note.
With regards.

Dr. Saif Rahman Dar
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I have gone through both of your articles
on MBS inscriptions. Although I am
neither an epigraphist nor a linguist but I
am greatly interested in  ancient
inscriptions found with in our territory. It
is in this perspective that [ appreciate your
input in these two papers. But frankly
speaking I am not satisfied with most of
your results and conclusions. Basic reason
behind this feeling may be that I am
neither competent to comment on such a
subject nor I have any background of this
subject. But if you allow me to give me
allowance of my age and time spent on
such studies, then allow me to say that in
you final analysis you have jumped on
conclusions without sound basis of
evidence and elaboration of your
arguments. After all why it is necessary to
stretch all evidence of development of
ancient scripts in ancient Pakistan to
Aramaic, Semitic, hieroglyphic or
cuneiform and even Greek scripts from the
Middle East. After all, our region - the
entire Sub-continent  has it own
personality in matter of culture and
education. What important factor you
appears to have ignored is the fact that
both Ancient Persian, Greek and Sanskrit
and several other European languages have
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Marike van Aerde & Abdul Ghani Khan Protecting ancient Karakorum Petroglyphs under threat JAHS Vol2.No.2 (2021)

Carvings & Community: inclusive heritage solutions for protecting

ancient Karakorum petroglyphs under threat!
Marike van Aerde” & Abdul Ghani Khan"
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Keywords: This paper presents the initial report of our “Karakorum Rescue Project 2020-21" in
Rock Carvings the Gilgit-Baltistan region of Pakistan. The petroglyphs of the Karakorum Mountains
Petroglyphs are very important as it was crucial crossroads throughout ancient times and
ﬁar?tkorum different routes were used by a wide diversity of merchants, travellers, caravans
. and pilgrims for thousands of years. These rock art sites in the region are in danger
P:;:Sfags d pilgrims for th ds of Th k art sites in the regi ind

due to the construction of dam, destruction and vandalism of especially the
Buddhist rock art continue to threaten the existence of these historical petroglyphs,
including many that have as yet never been documented before. For the
preservation and documentation of this heritage, we initiated this project with the
support of the Prince Claus Heritage Emergency Grant and the Aliph Alliance. This
helps us to outline the academic and fieldwork strategies we used and how we
combined a (non-invasive) archaeological photographical rescue campaign with an
active and inclusive outreach to the local communities of the research region.
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Introduction
This short article offers an initial report of our
rescue project in the Karakorum mountains. It is
not intended as a scientific study or
comprehensive analysis of the rock art
assemblages, but focuses predominantly on our
heritage outreach in the region with local
communities, to ensure preservation of these
important Pakistani archaeological data. As
explained in more detail below, substantial work
has already been conducted on Karakorum rock
art by joint Pak-German teams from the mid-late
20" century. Our work, obviously, is built on
this foundation and subsequently hopes to
continue and expand upon certain parts of it, by
means of newly available analytical techniques
and, especially, community and educational
outreach in the relevant mountain regions. The
latter is the main focus of this paper.
The Karakorum mountain region of current-
day Pakistan functioned as crucial crossroads
throughout ancient times, connecting the Indian
Subcontinent with the northern steppes and the
Tarim Basin routes into ancient China.
Following the Indus River and Gilgit River
banks across the mountain valleys, multiple
routes of exchange were used by a wide
diversity of merchants, travellers, pilgrims and
caravans for thousands of years. Tangible
knowledge of these crossroads has been left
behind in the form of hundreds of thousands of
rock carvings on granite boulders and rock sides
scattered along these ancient routes. These
petroglyphs include a wide range of imagery
(e.g. anthropomorphic, zoomorphic, Buddhist
stupa shrines and decorative motifs) as well as
inscriptions in ancient Brahmi and Kharoshti,
indicating the complex networks of interaction,
trade and migrations that continued to flourish
throughout this region from as early as the
Harappan era (ca. 2500 BCE) up to the Gupta
empire (3" 6" century CE).
In present day, the Karakorum Mountains are
situated in eastern Pakistan, bordering India to
the south-east and China to the north-east. Their
full range includes Pakistan’s Gilgit-Baltistan
region for the most part, but also India’s Ladakh
region, as well as part of China’s south-western
Xinjiang region. As a geographical mountainous
ecosystem, the Karakorum makes up the western
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edge of the Himalayas and joins with the Hindu
Kush range at the western border between
Pakistan and Afghanistan (fig 1).

While the historical relevance of the
Karakorum petroglyphs are well acknowledged
in academia, a large amount of them have not
yet been documented or published. Nor have the
many of the available documentations been
analyzed comprehensively to enable pattern
recognition between carvings sites, distribution
studies of routes, or identification of new sites
and regions of historical interest. A significant
reason for this lacuna is the ongoing threat to
many of the rock art sites in the region, and the
difficulty this entails for accessing them for
research. Not only the construction of the
Diamer-Basha dam in the near future, but also
destruction and vandalism of especially the
Buddhist rock art continue to threaten the
existence of these historical petroglyphs,
including many that have as yet never been
documented before.

For this reason, with the support of the Prince
Claus Heritage Emergency Grant and the Aliph
Alliance, we initiated our Karakorum Rescue
Project in 2020-21.% In this article, we outline
the academic and fieldwork strategies that we
used, and how we combined a (non-invasive)
archaeological photographical rescue campaign
with an active and inclusive outreach to the local
communities of the research region. After
providing a brief overview of the current state of
academic  research on the Karakorum
petroglyphs, we provide a report of the different
elements of our recent project, and we
subsequently discuss the results in view of their
successes, limitations, and future prospects for
our approach.

Karakorum petroglyphs: state of the research
From 1979 several archaeological campaigns
have been conducted with focus on the
petroglyphs, when the Karakorum Highway
provided accessibility to remote regions of the
mountains.  Initial  documentations = were
coordinated by the German Research Council

* The Prince Claus Heritage Rescue Grant was awarded in
2020 for fieldwork in spring 2021 to Abdul Ghani Khan as
main awardee and fieldwork coordinator, and with Dr.
Marike van Aerde as academic coordinator for the project.
The Aliph Alliance was a partner to the awarded grant.
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and subsequently by the Heidelberg Academy.’
The Academy’s ‘Rock Carvings and inscriptions
along the Karakorum Highway’ project
subsequently started in 1983 in collaboration
with Pakistan’s Department of Archaeology and
Museums (DOAM).* Since that time, large-scale
fieldwork projects in the region have been rare,
and so far additional workshops and/or
campaigns, while very important for
highlighting the relevance of the archaeology of
the region, have not published their findings or
enabled wider study of the data’ The
petroglyphs catalogued and published previously
by the German-led teams have mostly
contributed to academic studies on ancient
inscriptions and  Buddhist iconography.6

In 2019 and 2020, the present authors, Khan
and Van Aerde, started collaborating in order to
contribute certain new angles to the scope of the
already existing expertise, namely, by means of
conducting statistical and distribution analysis of
the Buddhist rock art on record, which included
applying new digital methods through database
analyses, and the determination of distribution
patterns through digital archacology.” We
compiled a new database with detailed

* The project was coordinated by Karl Jettmar in
collaboration with A.H. Dani. The results were published
in Materien zur Archaologie der Nordgebiete Pakistans
(MANP) catalogues, Band 1-11. These publications were
coordinated and edited by Harald Hauptmann, including
volumes edited by Gérard Fussman, Karl Jettmar, Ditte
Konig et al. between 1989 and 1994, and subsequently
from 2003 to 2011, as part of the Heidelberg Academy.

* This project was initially under the guidance of Karl
Jettmar, and from 1989 of Harald Hauptmann.

> Such more recent initiatives include a applied fieldwork
hosted by Karakorum International University (KIU),
supervised by Neelis and Taj (2019), as well as cultural
heritage campaigns of the National College of Art at
Lahore (at present unpublished), and sporadic recordings
by the WAPDA Ministry (likewise unpublished).

® E.g. Neelis 2011; 2014, and recent applied fieldwork
hosted by Karakorum International University (KIU),
supervised by Neelis and Taj (2019), as well as cultural
heritage campaigns of the National College of Art at
Lahore (unpublished), and heritage studies by WAPDA,
coordinated by Feryal Ali Gohar, as well as an ongoing
project by Mohammad Zahir, who has also published
various papers related to Buddhism in the Karakorum
region, see recently: Zahir 2019, 37-59.

7Van Aerde 2019: on basic overview of the distribution of
Buddhist stupa carvings and implications of trade routes.
Van Aerde & Mohns & Khan 2020: on Buddhist carvings
and spatial distribution patterns.
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comparative interpretations of the
anthropomorphic Buddhist rock art, identifying a
wide variety of Jataka scene depictions and
Bodhisattva iconography ranging from very
early Gandharan to the Gupta era; in doing so,
we applied new digital tools to the existing
expertise of the MANP catalogues, which have
list individual carvings per survey location in the
form of archaeological catalogues.® The
predominant focus in studies of the Karakorum
petroglyphs has been on Buddhist rock art. For
this reason, we also turned to the scientific
identification and distribution of zoomorphic
carvings, in collaboration with archaeozoology
specialists — and have so far identified clear
connections between main Buddhist sites and the
variations between depictions of domestic and
wild animal species, which increases our
understanding of the sequence patterns of the
mountain routes on a much larger scale than
focus on individual carvings allows.” In this
way, our work was built on the strong
foundations of the already published campaigns
and studies, while also offering new angles for
interdisciplinary expansions and additions.

While doing this research, the need for new
fieldwork to document many of the as yet
unrecorded carvings in Gilgit-Baltistan was
apparent. Along with this, we realised that a
strictly academic focus on the archaeology of the
region could and should not be approached
separately from feasible strategies pertaining to
the current threats to the rock art. For the
continuation of our research we therefore sought
for a balance between these two aspects:
documenting and studying the petroglyphs as
archaeological data, on the one hand, and finding
solutions for overcoming the threats to and
destructions of the carvings, on the other hand.
Our resulting campaign focussed on heritage
protection, community outreach, as well as on
finding new scientific methods and tools for
sustainable archaeological research. In the
following report, we detail the threats
encountered as well as our initial solutions,

8 Cf. Van Aerde & Mohns & Khan 2020, 105-134.

? The first results of combining zoomorphic and Buddhist
carvings analysis were published in Van Aerde & Mohns
& Khan 2020, 120-21. A full zoomorphic database and
analysis of the impact of archaeological biodiversity
research are to be published soon (Van Aerde & Kneppers
forthcoming).
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alongside the archaeological details of the sites
where our fieldwork took place.

Karakorum Rescue Project 2021: heritage
threats and solutions

The Karakorum petroglyphs can be considered
as under immediate threat. The most widely
known threat is the planned construction of the
Diamer-Basha dam: the completion of this dam
is set to flood an estimated 37,051 individual
carvings, on a total of 5,928 rock clusters across
16 different sites.'® Moreover, the dam is
estimated to submerge more than 24 villages,
which includes the households of over 25000
people who will have to relocate.'' For the
Karakorum petroglyphs, however, relocation is
not an option due to the immovability of the vast
boulders and rock cliffs on which they have been
carved; moreover, while removal would preserve
the individual carvings, the valuable location-
bound information on distribution patterns and
the physical spread of trade routes across the
region would be lost. Because the construction
of the Diamer-Basha dam must be regarded as a
near-future certainty, the most practical and
indeed only feasible solution for the preservation
of the rock art that will be flooded by its
construction, is rescue fieldwork that allows for
(digital) documentation of as many of the
petroglyphs as possible, within the available
timeframe.

However the threat of the dam, albeit perhaps
the best known, is not the only obstacle to the
ancient Karakorum carvings. We do not
currently know the exact number of sites and
individual rock carvings that exist in the
Karakorum area, because a large number of
them have already been destroyed during the
construction of the Karakorum Highway in the
1970s, while others have been damaged beyond
recognition through graffiti and destructions.
This includes many carvings that were never
previously recorded or photographed, as well as
many of the rock art originally documented by
the German teams, which as a result have
become unavailable for future research in situ
(fig. 2 and 3). In addition to human threats and

10 Cf. Schrader 2011, 1; Yusuf 2011; personal
communication with Hauptmann, 2017. Cf. Van Aerde
2019, 459.

"' Cf. Khan 2018, 1-3; Van Aerde & Mohns & Khan 2020,
106.
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destructions, the natural environment also
continues to cause damage to these very ancient
sites, through erosion, rock weathering, water
and surface damage, exposure to sunlight, wild
vegetation, and damage caused by animals such
as termites, birds and mud wasps that build nests
over rock art panels; due to the remoteness of
many of the sites, in the heart of the Himalaya
mountains wilderness, protection against such
natural damages is very hard and in many cases
impossible.

However, the impact of humans, by means of
deliberate damage, is something that can and
should be directly addressed. The rock art of
Gilgit-Baltistan is under threat by increasing
economic development (destruction of boulders
to make way for roads or blasting parts of the
rocks to use for construction), but for the most
part by human looting (rock art panels are cut
from rocks and sold illegally), graffiti and
vandalism (especially in order to damage
Buddhist imagery)."? These destructions seem to
be increasing at a rapid pace, even though
officially legislation is in place that makes
intentional damage or disturbance illegal; in
reality these forms of legislation have not
stopped the rise of direct damage to rock art sites
through human activities."> An additional threat
to rock art remains a lack of active, purpose-
oriented involvement from local, regional and
national government levels. Vulnerable rock art
is rarely seen as a priority compared to the
preservation of better-known (structural and
architectural) archaeological sites or, in the case
of the Himalaya mountains, compared to
initiatives to support endangered flora and fauna
that have been gaining worldwide support in a
much more visible way.

Based on this complex situation, we set out to
identify the main causes to the damage and loss
of the Karakorum petroglyphs, in particular.
These can be summarised as: (1) destruction due
to deliberate human activity (looting, graffiti,
theft, construction works); (2) damage due to

12 Personal observations and reports from the field (Khan
2018, 2019), which were presented in our threat report for
the Prince Claus Heritage Emergency Grant in 2020.

"* Pakistani government legislation identifies the illegal
status of the damage, but in most cases there are no
feasible networks or means in place among the local
authorities in the region itself, to implement it. (Personal
communication and experience, 2018-2020.)



Marike van Aerde & Abdul Ghani Khan

inherent conditions of the natural environment;
(3) insufficient means for damage prevention,
due to a lack of long-term conservation and
constructive management of existing rock art
sites.

Simultaneously, we identified that one of the
main causes for the human destructions is rooted
in a lack of available knowledge and education
about the rock art among the local communities
of the region. As far as we were able to observe,
no substantial educational programs or outreach
are currently in place, and the majority of people
we encountered outside of university or
governmental spheres had little knowledge about
the nature or meaning of these petroglyphs nor
of their historical value. This has also led in
some cases to prevailing superstition towards the
larger images depicted, including monumental
Buddhist art and Bodhisattva figures, due to
absence of knowledge of their ancient age and
original historical contexts. European-led
research teams in the past appear to have rarely
interacted with local communities to share
information about the meaning of the rock art,
and research publications are largely unavailable
to these communities, especially when they are
restricted to the academic publishing spheres.
Moreover, nearly all publications are only
available in English, German or French, without
translations in Urdu or local languages such as
Shina.

Based on these considerations, we added an
active and inclusive outreach component to our
archaeological heritage project, with particular
focus on the local communities themselves. Our
fieldwork campaign of March and April 2021, in
essence, was a non-invasive documentation
project, and as such it was met with the support
and encouragement of the Gilgit-Baltistan
government and archaeology department, and
we stress the importance of conducting research
with full collaboration and permissions of the
authorities.'* But we also acknowledged the
importance to reach out beyond the official
networks and interact with the communities
directly, within the framework and parameters of

'* All collaborations and information about our fieldwork
were shared with local authorities in person by Abdul
Ghani Khan and his team during the campaign in March-
April 2021, and are likewise outlined in our reports for the
Prince Claus Heritage Emergency Grant.
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our archaeological heritage project. In this way,
our fieldwork of March and April 2021 became
twofold. We outline the two parts here, with
main focus on the community outreach
component.

Archaeology heritage project

As an academic heritage rescue project, our
fieldwork was non-evasive and made use of
digital photography, photogrammetry, and GPS
coordinate recording to document three main
petroglyph sites, Alam Bridge and Chilas II &
II1, which have not been previously published as
complete sites nor comprehensively catalogued
or documented; hence the rock art data from
these sites have not as yet been included in wider
studies of either rock art iconography or the
distribution patterns of Karakorum trade routes,
either."”” In the month of March 2021, we fully
documented three main sites at Alam Bridge (A,
B and C), including a total of 206 boulders,
which included on average between 5 to 30
individual carvings and/or inscriptions per
boulder. In April, the full site of Chilas IT & III
was similarly recorded, adding several hundred
carvings and inscriptions recorded in clusters
from a total of 22 boulders as well as rock cliffs.
All these results will be catalogued and
published in Open Access and should be
available by 2022. Our data analysis and
interpretation is  currently ongoing: the
petroglyphic clusters include a wide variety of
types, e.g. Buddhist stupas and human figures,
wild and domestic animals, hunting and travel
scenes, board game carvings, decorative motifs,
ancient Buddhist and Hindu religious symbols,
as well as many Brahmi and Kharoshti
inscriptions that need yet to be translated.'® This
scientific work is ongoing and is a collaborative
effort of our Pakistani archaeologist team
together with a team of international

' The rock art of Alam Bridge has been previously
mentioned (in part and with focus on only some
inscriptions and Buddhist carvings) in publications by
Fussman (1978), Neelis (2014) and Hauptman (2009).
However, no overview of the full site or catalogue of all
petroglyphs exist as yet.

' It is our intention to include translations of all
inscriptions in our Open Access catalogues of all
threesites, but this may not be feasible in every case due to
rock erosion, damage and graffiti impacting the readability
of several inscriptions.
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archaeologists and specialists, including India,
Sri Lanka, and the Netherlands, currently
working from the facilities of Leiden University.
(Examples of the rock art are shown in fig. 4).

Community involvement

Our project’s approach to the local
communities was aimed to achieve the best
available solutions to the ongoing heritage
threats. The fact that our fieldwork team
consisted entirely of young  Pakistani
archaeologists, led by Abdul Ghani Khan and
with remote academic and organisational support
from the Netherlands by Marike van Aerde,
increased the accessibility to the communities
because of language and cultural connections.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, no foreign
researchers would have been able to participate
in the fieldwork as worldwide travel remained
restricted, but apart from that practical aspect,
the importance of inclusive and personal
interactions also made a Pakistani-led team a
priority for this pilot campaign in the region. A
large part of the success of our approach, we
have observed, can be seen as thanks to these
personal connections and communications with
both the local governments and the communities
themselves. In this way, we were able to
implement both a passive and active component
as part of our community outreach.

The passive aspect focused on education: a
four-day educational workshop was given at
Chilas for the local population, in which
presentations and videos by Khan, Van Aerde,
and the field team of archaeologists offered
historical context and information about the
Karakorum, the rock art throughout the region,
and the value of preserving this ancient heritage.
We also prepared a booklet that provides
information on both the historical value of the
many different types of carvings and on the
current threats to the rock art. This booklet was
written in both English and Urdu and freely
distributed among the communities; it was also
made available for download on our research
project website.'” All participants of the
workshop were given a certificate afterwards,
and the initiative was well-received in Chilas.
Prior to this workshop, additional education talks

' The English/Urdu booklet can be freely downloaded at:
www.archaeologistsconnected.org/karakorum-project
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were provided at Alam Bridge when local
villagers and shepherds came to visit the site
where our archaeologists were at work. These
exchanges were also well-received, with people
showing keen interest in learning more about the
rock carvings once they were made aware of
their old age and historical importance (fig. 5
and 6).

The second and active part of our outreach
strategy aimed to directly involve the local
communities in the documentation process of the
rock art, on the one hand, and to encourage
beneficial revenue opportunities by their means
of newly gained knowledge of the carvings, on
the other hand. A significant number of people
from Chilas became active participants of our
rock art documentation at the Chilas II site —
importantly, we offered a salary payment for
their work as part of our archaeological work,
and we did not ask for volunteering work. In this
way, participants learned new skills and insights
into archaeological methods and techniques for
the basic documentation and description of rock
art clusters. This active and inclusive role, as
part of our fieldwork, increased the
communities’ interest in the carvings. It also
increased confidence in people’s historical
knowledge and their own ability to identify
different carvings — which they can subsequently
apply to potential revenue initiatives, with focus
on tourism for which the rock art sites can
function as open air museum contexts. Through
their newly gained knowledge of not only the
individual ancient carvings themselves, but also
the important role of the Karakorum region
throughout a long historical period, the local
community can now act as educators themselves.
Moreover, through their training as part of our
archaeology campaign and documentation
methods, they can potentially identify previously
unknown carving clusters, as well as become
experienced guides for tourist visits at the sites
near their home towns. In this way, the
communities can become active guardians of
their own historical heritage (fig 7 and 8).

In turn, the increased knowledge and
understanding  of the  heritage  should
significantly  limit and prevent future
destructions and graffiti to the rock art.

Knowledge sharing can thus substantially ease
the impacts of superstition, fear and lack of
education. This, of course, will allow subsequent
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archaeological teams to continue to document
and identify unknown/unrecorded petroglyphs
across the region. With our project, we intend to
continue our work in this, through the twofold
approach combining heritage archaeology with
inclusive community outreach, and we hope that
this active engagement with the local
populations of the Karakorum region will be
mutually  beneficial for researchers and
communities alike.

The local authorities and the Gilgit-Baltistan
government and archaeology department have
supported these initiatives as well. They
officialised and attended the erection of three
new sign posts at the Alam Bridge and Chilas I1
& 1II sites, together with representatives of the
communities and our field team of archacologist
led by Abdul Ghani Khan (fig. 9). These signs
now mark these sites as official heritage sites,
and this will likewise help the local communities
in their tourism endeavours, and will help limit
future destructions.

Conclusion

In terms of the archaeological documentation of
three significant threatened rock art sites, as well
as our community outreach aims, our campaign
in spring 2021 has been successful. The local
and the global seem to have truly joined
together, in our approach. Our academic
research is conducted by an international team of
archaeologists from diverse backgrounds, and
we will continue to make our work available via
Open Access to share results and data with
academics as well as the wider public
worldwide. But our work is deeply rooted, in
many ways, directly on local inclusivity and
outreach: we are visitors in the region and as
such we rely on the hospitality of local
communities. In turn, we share historical
knowledge and actively encourage beneficial
collaborations. We acknowledge the
communities as the keepers of their own
heritage, and in doing so we are also better able
to seek inclusive and collaborative solutions for
ongoing destruction of rock art heritage. In the
case of the Karakorum  petroglyphs,
archaeological heritage research and community
initiatives should not be regarded as separate
endeavours. Local and global perspectives are
inherently entwined not only in our own work
efforts, but also in the complex history of the
ancient Karakorum region and the trade routes
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themselves — ranging from the detailed carvings
and inscriptions that highlight individual people
who lived in the distant past, to the networks that
spanned all the way from the ancient Indian
Subcontinent towards China, Persia and even
across the Indian Ocean. In the same way,
research and outreach are (or should be) two
sides of the same coin.

Our prospects for future research will,
therefore, continue to follow these strategies and
implement our proposed solutions to the heritage
threats faced by the Karakorum petroglyphs. Our
ongoing academic output aims to add new
knowledge and understanding of the ancient
Karakorum region by looking beyond individual
carving iconography and including distribution
charts and pattern recognition methods.
However, all this knowledge (passive, global)
should at the same remain rooted in the (active,
local) collaborations together with the relevant
communities. We thus hope to continue and
expand our project, with equal attention for both
carvings and communities.

Corresponding author
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2 osaa PR e T e ~Fig.3
Human damage at Thalpan/Chilas

Fig. 4 Preliminary examples of stupa and
anthropomorphic rock art recorded at Chilas II (top)
and various inscriptions at Alam Bridge (bottom).
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Fig. 5 Our archaeologists and participants o

fthe workshop conducted at Chilas in April 2021.

March 2021.

Fig. 6 Outreach and education at Alam Bride in
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Fig. 7 Workshop participants documenting ancient Buddhist and animal rock art at Chilas, under
supervision of Abdul Ghani Khan.
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Fig. 8 Workshop participants documenting ancient Buddhist rock art at Chilas.
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The interview of Late lamented Dr. F. A. Khan
'® being published hereunder was taken some
time in 1992 by Dr. Saifur Rahman Dar'’, and

¥ For some very important and interesting contributions
on the life and achievements of Dr. F. A. Khan read the
articles by Dr. Saifur Rahman Dar, Dr. Muhammad
Rafique Mughal, Haji. Abdul Aziz Farug, Muzaffar
Ahmad and Prof. Dr. Bushra Khan - all published in
Journal of Archaeohistorical Studies, Vol. No. 2, Nov.-
Dec. 2020).

19 He was then Director General of Archaeology,
Government of the Punjab and Director, Lahore Museum
(holding dual charge). He was also the General Secretary
of International Council of Museums (ICOM), General
Secretary, Pakistan Society of Archaeology, Museums and
Archives, as well as the Founding-Editor of the research
journal: Lahore Museum Bulletin.
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Mr. Muhammad Rafique Dogar *’. This
interview was taken with a purpose to publish
in the biannual research journal entitled:
Lahore Museum Bulletin of which Dr. Dar
was then the Editor. But due to Dr. Dar's fresh
assignment of establishing and organizing the
newly created Directorate General of
Archaeology, Punjab, the publication of this
interview escaped his attention even after he
resumed his duties as Director, Lahore
Museum in 1995.

0 He is a senior journalist of Pakistan, author of several
books and was then Editor of Weekly Deed Shuneed,
Lahore. He was also the founder-member of Pakistan
Society of Archaeology, Museums and Archives.
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This interview was taken long after the
retirement of Dr. Khan in 1970*' and, also,
long before his death in 2009. This has given
him enough time to review the results of his
input, among other things, in rebuilding the
Department of Archaeology and Museums in
the united Pakistan. At the same time it gave
him enough time to re-evaluate afresh and
objectively the plus and minus points as well
as the results of his so-called harsh but
reformative discipline during 12 long years.
His narrative is full of happy reminiscences as
well as the unhappy reflections as to how he
was treated by some of his immediate
successors - the people whom he had himself
had recruited, educated and groomed for rising
to higher post.

Briefly, Dr. Khan headed the Department of
archaeology and Museums (DOAM) at a very
crucial time and steered it to a great success.
As today, particularly, in the Punjab, the
department which Dr. Khan had inherited was
hollow and a shadowy reflection of the
Archaeological Survey of India of which it had
been an important and integral part. before
1947. All important branches, such as
Exploration and Excavation, Publication,
Epigraphy, Publications and Research and
Museums were either almost non-functional
or dormant due to scarcity of professional
staff. One by one, Dr. Khan revived all these
branches by recruiting fresh graduates from
educational disciplines - archaeology, history,
geography, Persian and Arabic languages as
well as chemistry. He subjected all of them,
without any exception, to a rigorous and
extensive training in the field work as well as
in grooming them in matters of administration
and maintenance of accounts. He gave almost
every eligible young officers chance to go
abroad for better professional training and/or
getting higher educational degrees. With the
result that when Dr. Khan retired in 1970,
there was a team of nine - (or ten if we include
Dr. Khan) PhD scholars and three more were
in the pipeline. Today, there is none in the
Punjab, Sind and Baluchistan Directorates of
Archaeology.

2l The Directorate of Archacology and Museums in

Pakistan (DOAM), then headed by Dr. Khan (1958-70),
was the only Government organization that was looking
after the affairs of archacology and museums - both at

national and international level whereas, almost
simultaneously, the only institution then teaching
archaeology in West Pakistan was the Peshawar

University under the guidance of Dr. A. H. Dani.
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Besides, Dr. Khan re-vamped all the old
museums and the rest house attached with
them and established at least ten new museums
in both wings of Pakistan. With each new
museum he also built rest houses for officials
and scholars. During his regime he liberally
patronized the Museum Association of
Pakistan and encouraged the young scholars to
participate in its annual meetings and present
their research papers in different sessions. He
also reactivated the excavation and exploration
programmes and not only made his own plans
to organize new excavations and explorations
through his own teams of young officers but
also encouraged several archaeological
missions from abroad and gave them free hand
to select areas of their own interest for their
activities. But he watched their activities very
closely and did not hesitate to take step against
any one of them if he found them trespassing
the limits allotted to them® For this purpose,
he always attached with each mission one of
the most trustworthy of his young officers. He
never hesitated from taking action against any
officer attached with a foreign mission, if he
was found lacking in his performance of
surveillance as well as professional duties.

Dr. Khan is the first, and .so far, the last
archaeologist of Pakistan, who initiated the
study of Islamic period archaeology in
Pakistan. Excavations of the site of Banbhore -
the fabled city of Debal and Mansura - the first
Islamic city founded on the soil of Pakistan,
were his great works. Similarly, discovery of
Kot Diji site and its excavations - a prehistoric
settlement preceding Indus Valley civilization
also goes to his credit. The Buddhist period
site of Mainamati, in the then East Pakistan,
also owes its extensive excavation and a site
Museum to the efforts of Dr. Khan. And to
crown all this, he initiated the publication of
the annual journal: Pakistan Archaeology
soon after assuming his charge. After his
retirement, this publication relapsed into
oblivion.

This interview briefly presents Dr. Khan
looking back and reviewing his 30 year service
in the department of Archaecology and
Museums in Pakistan. Whereas he is proud for
what he did for rebuilding the almost defunct
Department 0f Archaeology and Museum he

2 For one such case see the incidence quoted by Dr
Mughal (See his paper:"Dr. Fazal Ahmad Khan: Architect
of Department of Archaeology and Museums". In:
AASAAR - Journal of Archaeohistorical Studies, Vol. I,
No. 2, November-December, 2020, p. 16.
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regrets with great remorse as to how some of
his immediate successors did not facilitate him
to write his excavation reports -particularly of
excavations at Banbhore, Mansura and Kot
Diji. And now after his demise, no one else is
in a position to ever write these reports with
any authenticity and authority.

Interview of Dr. Fazal Ahmed Khan, Former
Director, Department of Archaeology and
Museums, Govt. of Pakistan.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: I belong to a

middle class Punjabi family.
MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE DOGAR:
from?

From Gujranwala. My father Late Dr. Hasan
Khan was one of the earliest medical doctors in
Punjab. He was educated in King Edward
Medical College, Lahore. He retired in 1930. I
am his eldest son.

MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE DOGAR: What is
the date of (your) birth?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: My date of birth
is 2nd October, 1910. 1 was born at Rawalpindi
because my father at that time was posted at that
place. 1 passed my matriculation from District
Board High School, Sumandari where my father
at that time was posted.

MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE DOGAR: (And after
) School?.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: After
matriculation, 1 went to Aligarh University in
1928 and 1 remained there for about 10 years
from 1928 to 1938. I did my intermediate, B.A.,
then Law previous, M.A. final in History and
finally M.A. final in Geography in 1937. After
that, I joined Aligarh University as Assistant
Lecturer at Rs. 125/—. That was the beginning.
MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE DOGAR: In which
subject?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: In Geography.
During the period when [ was working on some
project. and during my education, | would stay in
hostel. One day it so happened that, as a resident
warden of that hostel, I received a notice from
Government of India in which they had offered
two scholarships in archaeology, one for a
Muslim scholar and the other for Hindu scholar.
Now, before that, you see, it so happened that
during my studentship in history one of our most
revered elder in archaeology Late Khan Bahadur
Zafar Hasan, who, after his retirement, settled at

Where
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Lahore, was at that time Deputy Director
General of Archaeology in India. He was posted
at Agra. He was to come to Aligarh and
delivered lectures with lantern slides. Now those
lectures dealt with archaeological subjects. He
used to show us little buildings, little crafts. That
increased my interest in archaeology.
MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE DOGAR: That was
your first love?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: That was my
first love and believe me in my inner self | used
to wonder how I could join this Department?
There was no guidance, no one could tell me, but
it so happened when this scholarship was
announced and distributed amongst the Indian
universities inviting scholars for archaeology, so
that notice came to me., I took that notice and
consulted my teacher Prof. A. B. Haleem at
Aligarh, who was at that time Pro-vice
Chancellor. After consultation, I sent application
to the Department of Archaeology for the
scholarship. After a week or so, the Department
informed me that you come for an interview at a
suitable or convenient date. I gave them three
months’ notice, because I wanted to equip
myself with the subject because I did not like to
go and face that Selection Board as an idiot and
during those three months I searched the little
library at Aligarh on archaeological books. The
library helped me so, whatever material was
available to me, 1 utilized that and on the
appointed date I went to New Delhi from
Aligarh. They were waiting for me on that date.
Would you believe me that they interviewed me
on archaeology for really two hours!

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Who were the
members of the Selection Board?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Director
General, Deputy Director General and one of
their officers. That was the Selection Board. I
replied in affirmative all of their questions.
Finally what happened, they asked me: Mr. So
and So you have answered all the questions well
and we want to know whether you know
archaeological drawing. I said, I have never done
this, but I do not think it is difficult for me to
pick up. They said, alright, we are going to test
you. I said all right. Now, they called their
draftsmen, Mr. Mukarji.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Mr. Mukarji?
DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Mr. Mukarji that
was the draftsman at that time. Mr. Mukarji
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came and the Director General and the Deputy
Director General told Mr. Mukurji here is Mr.
So and So. He has come for this and this. They
told him about me. You shall take him to your
room, explain to him all the principles about
archaeological drawing and let him draw and let
him bring that drawing to us. Mr. Mukarji took
my arm and said outside 29 <= Wg LS Yl
$9As - come on. He took me in his room,
offered me a cup of tea and in a very humble
way he said, do not worry, archaeological
drawing is not so difficult. What he did. He drew
up a sketch of a Mother Goddess i.e. a small
figurine. He put that figure on graph paper and
drew its out-lines. After that he pin-pointed all
the important points on the drawing. He said this
is the archaeological drawing. I said you give me
another figurine and I will do it. I did it and he
took back that drawing to the Board, showed
them. I said, this is the work which I had done.
They said, it is yours? I said yes. Do you know
the principles? I said yes. They called Mukarji.
Where is your drawing you drew for him. He
produced his own and mine was there. So that
was the test you know for which I went that time
and on the basis of that they selected me. I
received appointment notice after a week or so
and immediately they asked me to join the
Department and to proceed for archaeological
excavations at Sardheri near Charsada. That was
on 4th October, 1938.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Excavations
were being conducted by someone else?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Mukarji another
Mukarji, He was conducting excavations at that
time at Sardheri.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: At?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: At Sardheri. It
was near Charsada. So I remained with Mukarji
at Charsada for about 2-3 months. That was the
season. After that [ came to Delhi and then again
Rai Bahadur Dikshit, the Director General of
Archaeology. You might have heard the D.K.
site at Mohenjodaro. This site is after his name.
So he sent me to Hyderabad Deccan for training
with Mr. Ghulam Yazduni the then Director
General of Archaeology in Hyderabad State. I
remained with him for 9 months and received
training in different disciplines of archaeology
under his guidance.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Please give
dates?
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DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Dates are very
difficult now to recall. I remained at Hyderabad
for 9 months. While at Hyderabad what
happened, one day I received a telegram from
Rai Bahadur Dikshit that he was proceeding to
Madras for a conference. I must meet him on
such a date at the railway station. I knew what
was Rai Bahadur’s intention and what he
wanted. I reached the railway station and met
Dikshit Sahib and the first question was where is
your Daily Diary? Now this Daily Diary, which I
am mentioning was a very important document
which was introduced from the very beginning
and we were asked to recall our daily
impressions on this Daily Diary. So, I knew that
Dikshit Sahib would ask me about it. So, I
produced my daily diary and he was very
pleased and took my daily diary with him. He
told me that he would be returning after this
conference and that I should meet him again on
the railway station. So I did the same thing and
he was very much happy. That used to be the
way of training us. In this connection I will say
when | was selected. Dikshit Sahib told me very
plainly, Khan, I am going to keep you for six
months, and 1 will see how you work. After that
I will decide whether you will be kept or not.
Now, by the grace of God, I did all his
assignments according to his satisfaction and he
was very much happy and very much pleased
and after that my regular training started at the
Department of Archaeology in India which
continued for about five years. And, I think,
there is no discipline in archaeology in which I
had not received training. So, it was on account
of his training and his affection and love at the
same time, which made my career in
archaeology. Now, at that time, money matter
was not a great thing and I used to receive Rs.
I5/- which at that time was more than sufficient
for a youngster like myself. But I am satisfied
that the training which I received during the
period that was the guidance for my later life.
That helped me later on for the shaping of the
Department of Archaeology in Pakistan.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: What are the
basic principles of training?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: You see in
archaeology there are three principal fields. The
foremost is excavation and exploration: second
is conservation of monuments and third is
maintenance of museums and preservation of
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antiquities- Now from the very beginning, as I
had joined at Sardheri, naturally I developed a
deep interest for archaeological field work and
from that period onward it became my career
profession because in archaeology field work is
the foremost thing. Without field work, one is
not an archaeologist. Now, if you see all around
the world, all important excavations and all
important discoveries, they are due to hard work
of the archaeologists. You see what has been
happening in the early civilization of Egypt, in
the early civilization of Mesopotamia, similarly
early civilization in Pakistan and India, these are
the result of field work. Without field work no
one is archaeologist, 1 can tell you. This field
work has been my continuous effort during all
my early years of life. Where was 1?

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: You were
telling us about the basic principles of training.
DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Now from
Ghulam Yazdani Sahib, 1 received all these three
trainings, excavation, exploration  and
conservation. At that time he was doing useful
work at Ajanta caves, preservation of caves,
preservation of paintings and then museums. I
received for nine months basic training under
Yazdani Sahib. Now, later on every year Dikshit
Sahib, you see, would chalk out a programme of
training for two of us, myself and Mr. Krishna
Dev. He was a Hindu scholar and from Muslim
side I was the Muslim scholar. Now this training
which we received, as 1 said, it actually became
my guidance in life.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Dr. Sahib, we
will go again back to Aligarh where you lived as
student and teacher, what are your sweet and
bitter memories and if there was someone who
impressed you most?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: You see, I would
say that Aligarh University was unique at that
time. 1 do not know the present condition. Life
there was so sweet and congenial, you see,
without any turmoil, without any disturbance.
So, at the same time, beside education and
studies, 1 mean to say, University provided us
sufficient means for activities, games, out- door
games, in-door games and everything. I would
say every aspect of Life at Aligarh was a
congenial and helpful for the career of a student.
DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: At that time
there was so much political activity in the
Subcontinent?
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DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Did not, did not,
did You see, what [ mean to say. Quaid-i-Azam
visited Aligarh University and question rose, you
see, at that time. Aligsth University helped
Quaid-i-Azam very much.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Dr. Sahib when
you joined the Department of Archaeology in
India, who were the other known archaeologists
and scholars and what was their way or working
and guiding?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Director General
was Rai Bahadur K.N. Dikshit. He had worked
With Sir John Marshall at Mohenjodaro. His
second-in-command was Vats, Madhu Sarup
Vats. He was responsible for the excavation at
Harappa and he produced two volumes. Then
there was Dr. M.P. Chakravarti, a great
epigraphist. Then you see Mr. M. G. Maujumdar
who explored Sindh and who was killed in
Sindh. So there was a long list. From the Muslim
side, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Zafar Hasan, who
was the Deputy Director General at that time.
DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: What was his
name? Mr. Ghulam Yazduni?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: No, Ghulum
Ynzdnni was in Deccan and you see, Khan
Bahadur Sanaullah, as Chemist he was there. So
there was a long List of scholars at that time. But
as you see, the English archaeologists, they had
been retired by that time.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Sir, I was told
you went to China for training?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Of course. Now
my first regular appointment was made in 1943
and I was sent to Mohenjodaro as incharge of the
site. So, Mohenjodaro, I will again say,
Mohenjodaro was the site which made my career
because at that time Mohenjodaro was not just as
you see today, but it was just a wilderness — no
staff, no assistant, except myself and a few
chowkidars. Travel was very harsh. Daily life
and facilities of life were very bad. So, I actually
lived under very hard conditions, but those
conditions gave me opportunity to read
Mohenjodaro through and through. My daily
routine used to be that I would walk out in the
morning. During early hours I would go round
the site and see each and every building myself.
I would talk to the buildings and I would say
what were their problems and told them what
were my problems and talked in the mute
language. Now that self-education was
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responsible for my Ph.D. in London University
which I will tell you later on. So, I spent there
three years when I was transferred to Delhi.
Now, at Delhi the Government of India
announced several scholarships and one of them
was for archacology. I applied for archaeology.
That scholarship was for three years in Chinese
archaeology. In June 1946, I went to China with
other scholars before partition. I remained in
China up to October, 1948 because at that time
there was no Pakistani Government.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: You joined
Department in 1943?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: No, no. Which
Department?

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Archaeology.
DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: No, no, on(It
was on) 4th October, 1938. But, my regular
appointment was in 1943 and I went to China in
1946. Then, after 5 year or so at first British
Government used to look after my interest in
China, but after that they ceased and I was
recalled back. So my education in China
remained, as a matter of fact incomplete.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: What was the
way of teaching and exploring in china? where
did you go? How many (Indian) scholars were
there?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Ten, but for
different subjects.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: All from India?
DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: All from India,
but it was before partition.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: United India?
DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Yes! United
India. So, only one was for archaeology. So in
October 1948, I was recalled back and came
back to Pakistan.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: From China you
come back in Pakistan and you joined
Department of Archaeology in Pakistan

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Yes! | opted.
DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Opted for
Pakistan?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Opted for
Pakistan. Naturally, I would say, my parent
department was Archaeology and 1 joined
Department of Archaeology at Karachi.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: As?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: As?(Laughs) As
1 would say there was no post at that time, but
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later on they offered me Archaeological
Assistant or something like that.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Who was the
head of the department at that time?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Mr. Q.A. Munir
Sahib was the Director.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Was he an
archaeologist?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Archaeologist,
yes.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: What was the
shape of (Department of) Archaeology at that
time?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: I would say,
there were three senior officers and no technical
staff. That was all and some clerical staff in the
office.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: How did you do
all this vast survey at that time? We had a large
country and there were only three people? How
did you manage the Department of Archaecology
in Pakistan?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Yes. You see,
during the initial years, there was no actual
activity in archaeology because of technical
shortness. In 1949, Sir Mortimer Wheeler came
to Pakistan and he agreed to work on part-time
basis as an Adviser. The first and foremost thing
which he did was to organize the National
Museum which at that time was housed in the
Freer Hall in 1949. That was the first thing he
did and after that because of lack of trained staff
perhaps he suggested such measures to the
government for the  improvement  of
archaeology. So, there was a need, actually real
need, for leadership in modern archaeology
because the first director had retired in
early'l949, second director retired after three
months. the third director came on seniority
basis but.....

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Will you please
give their names from the first to the third?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: (Laughs). First
was Mr. Q.A. Munir, second was Dr.
Muhammad Nazim and third was Maulvi
Shams-ud-Din. Unfortunately, during Maulvi
Shams-ud-Din‘s period in the office there was
no activity, no activity. That was not his fault
because the Department lacked trained personnel
and he could not produce himself and anybody.
There was nobody to look after excavations
except conservation work which was being
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carried out in Lahore Circle. That was the only
thing. But it was limited. Perhaps Sir Mortimer
Wheeler suggested to Government to send
somebody for advance training to a foreign
country so that the incumbent after receiving his
training could come back and organize the
Department of Archaeology in Pakistan. In early
1951, Government of Pakistan, through Public
Service Commission, announced a scholarship
for advance training in archaeology. So, like
other candidates, I also applied. At that time I
was posted at Rajshahi as incharge of East
Pakistan Circle. After the interview of Public
Service Commission, they selected me and I
went to London for advance training in October,
1951. The scholarship was for two years. The
condition was that the appointed (selected)
person, after receiving his training in
archaeology and returning, will be appointed as
Director of Archaeology. That was mentioned in
the letter/ advertisement of Public Service
Commission. So, I received this scholarship and,
as directed, I went to London in early October,
1951 without any guidance except this letter
which I received from the Education Ministry
that I should join the Institute of Archaeology,
University of London. That was the only thing
which I received. But my family was at Lahore.
Under very hard and difficult conditions, I
travelled from East Pakistan to West Pakistan
and without meeting my family I went to
London because I was asked to join the
University of London on 4th October, 1951
because that was the opening date. Anyhow, (in
London) I appeared before the Selection Board.
That Selection Board was constituted as under:-
1. Prof. Gordon Childe, the most famous
archaeologist at that time,

2. Sir Mortimer Wheeler, and

3. Sir Maxim Helper.

These were three persons of that Selection
Committee. I appeared before the Selection
Committee. They asked me: Mr. So at So what
for you have come? I replied very humbly that
my Government had sent me for advance
training. They asked what advance training? I
could not answer because really I did not know
what was mean; by advance training. In that
meeting they suggested that I take up a post-
graduate research work in archaeology. 1 said; I
accept the suggestion. They themselves
suggested the topic.
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DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: What was the
topic?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD  KHAN:"Indus
Civilization and its Early Relationship with
Early Cultures of Iran." Perhaps this was at the
suggestion of Sir Mortimer Wheeler because
when Mortimer Wheeler was appointed as
Director General of Archaeology in India in
1944, 1 was at Mohenjodaro at that time. He
came to Mohenjodaro and he gave me a difficult
assignment. Without staff, without any technical
means, but I managed and completed the
assignment and sent it to Wheeler. He was very
much satisfied and very happy.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: What was the
assignment?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: It was a section
drawing of an excavation. Section Drawing
means, | mean to say, the cultural sequence of all
the cultures which are presented in that
particular site. That is to say the time table of the
site. What is the position of different
occupations one above the other, and one above
the other and one above the other and what is
their chronological sequence.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Now we go
back to the topic, they gave you.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Now, I accepted
that. They wrote to the University of London
that Mr. So and So is advised to take up this
subject for his post-research work. The
University replied. They knew my qualification
M.A. History and M.A. Geography, I had no
degree and diploma in archaeology The
Registrar replied that according to rules and
regulations they wanted me to appear in a
qualifying examination. Gordon Childe said this
is the letter which was received from the
University. I was asked to take this qualifying
examination whenever I like. They gave me a
week's time for this. After that I appeared in two
papers theories and practical. Following
Monday’ Gordon Childe said Khan you have
passed the qualifying examination. They
informed the University of London that Mr. So
and So have passed. So you see that was how
they selected me. Now during the summer
vacations, Gordon Childe and my own
supervisor they said Mr. So and So, as most of
the material on your subject is in French, we
advise you to go to Paris and consult all the
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archaeological literature and material in Musee
Guimet.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Which
Museum?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: (Yes), Musee"
Guimet. It is in Paris, As my own scholarship
was very limited, 42 Pounds at that time. I
humbly said: Sir, I would need some assistance,
approximately 100 Pounds a month for my trip
to Paris. Gordon Childe immediately wrote to
the Government of Pakistan that Mr. So and So
had been advised to go to Paris for this and this
work and he should be given 100 Pounds. When
this letter was received in the Ministry of
Education in Pakistan, that letter was passed on
to the Department of Archacology. The
Department said we had not sent him for post-
graduation. We do not give him 100 Pounds. So
this was the first information about my post-
graduation which was received in the
Department of Archaeology.
DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN
Shock?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: The First Shock.
So Dr. Qureshi, I wondered how he wrote the
same to the University of London that we cannot
provide him this amount. Gordon Childe was
furious, naturally. He said your Government
cannot afford to pay you 100 Pounds. All right.
He picked up the telephone for Mr. Anderson,
the Senior Registrar: I am sending Mr. So and
So to you. Please give him 100 Pounds from
such and such head. "Khan go and collect 100
Pounds from Anderson. He is waiting for you".
This is the’ background which I still remember
up till now. I went to Anderson, received 100
Pounds, went to Paris and completed my work. I
came back after that. That was the first target
which I achieved.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: What was the
nature of work?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Archaeological
material from different excavations in Iran
because my subject was associated with Iran. So,
naturally I wanted to see material from different
sites in Iran.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Had it been
brought to France?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Brought to
France. Most of the material was kept in
reserves. Now I would like to mention that in the
Institute of Archaeology which I had joined.

DAR: The First
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Actually T had taken up two assignments, one
was the special course for which the
archaeological scholarship was offered. Now
that course constituted theory and practical.
There were twelve disciplines and that course
was for two years. 1 joined that course also. At
the same time | joined my post-graduate research
work. So these two things I used to do
simultaneously. Lectures, tutorials and research
work. Here | would like to mention that I had to
work very hard, naturally, because my time was
very limited. Two years were given to me for my
assignment and I had to complete these two
assignments. I used to be the first person to
knock at the door of The Institute of
Archaeology in the morning at 8 0' clock and I
used to be the last person to leave the library of
that Institute at 8.00 P.M. in the evening. About
twelve hours, I used to do my work. Here, I
would like to mention again another very
important aspect. You know these professors
they have their own ideas and they have their
own whims. Another colleague of mine was in-
London at that time. I would not mention his
name. He then came to know that I had taken up
the postgraduate course. Naturally his curiosity
also rose. He had gone there for a diploma in
museology. So, he also said that he would take
up post-graduate course. The Professor assigned
him a subject. He had passed the qualifying
examination, but the subject which was assigned
to him was an "Early Ancient Routes between
Iran and Pakistan". That was the subject which
was assigned to him. Amusingly my friend was
puzzled because the subject was very difficult
(for him). He could not complete. I had
completed my own subject, not completed
actually, but half-done during the first year after
my visit to Paris. Now at the end of that one fine
morning my Professor said, "Khan I would like
you to deal your subject according to new lines."
1 said what are the new lines? He said, "I would
like you to put your archaeological material
showing relationship between Indus Valley and
Iran on ancient routes of Iran which was very
tough and difficult subject. So he said I am
going to Iraq for excavations and I shall return
after three months.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: He took you
with him?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: No no, he gave
me the subject and then went away for
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excavations. So, for one complete week 1 could
not think how to start the subject. I used to go to
library in the morning, sit on the desk. Whole
day I would ponder there but my brain did not
work. For one complete week I was practically
puzzled and could do nothing. One fine morning
I went to library and sat on my seat and by the
grace of Allah, I would say, I saw a vision
indicating a complete format for the subject
which I noted down that I should do this & this
and this and this and this and this. I jotted down
all those lines and by the grace of Allah again, I
would say, I started my subject again right from
the very beginning. First of all, I had to trace the
ancient routes between Iran and Pakistan and
then put that material on that. So in about three
months I had prepared just a skeleton of the
subject for the satisfaction of my Professor. He
came from Iraq and the first question was:“What
about the early routes of Iran?" Very humbly and
meekly, as my habit was, I said: "Sir, I have
attempted, you kindly go through the material
and see whether it is up to the mark or not". So
our way of working was, that he would give me
every week one assignment which he would
collect on Thursday and during weekend he
would go through it and bring it on the next
Thursday and suggest whatever I have to do. So
he took my assignment and on following
Thursday, when he came, I went to his room. He
patted me, he encouraged me. He said: "Khan!
You have done very well. My suggestion is to do
this and this and this and this." Now, I re-shaped
my thesis and, again, I would say that I
completed my thesis during one year and. you
see, in all in two years.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: In two years?
DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: In two years. I
had put it in two years. When finally in October,
1953, 1 presented my thesis to Professor
Mallowan. He said Khan.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Mallowan?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Yes, Mallowan.
He was husband of Agatha Christi (the famous
writer of mystery novels). He said that he would
like to polish my thesis. I told him "Sir, I have
no leave from my Government and I have to go
to join the Department." He said, I will talk to
Childe. He talked to Childe.
DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN
Childe?

DAR: Who was
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DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Professor
Gordon Childe. A great archaeologist working in
the Institute.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: The Institute
where you were studying?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Yes, where [ was
studying. Gordon Childe wrote to the Ministry
of Education in Pakistan and he praised my work
saying that my work is of original shape, of high
quality, and, | do not know what he wrote. He
said that his Professor has advised Mr. Khan to
stay on so that he could do justice with his work.
DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Extended your
leave?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: He
recommended that my leave should be extended
for about six months. Again, the Department
said no. His leave is not going to be extended.
He should come back. This time Dr. Qureshi,
May Allah grants his soul peace.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Who was Dr.
Qureshl?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Dr. Ishtiaq
Hussein Qureahi. He was the Vice Chancellor
and Education Minister.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Ishtiaq Hussein
Qureshi?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Ishtiaq Hussain
Qureshi. This time when this matter was brought
to him that the Department of Archaeology has
refused, he said, the Director of Institute of
Archaeology, London has praised his work. This
can be a great contribution. If we do not extend
his leave, all of his work will go waste. I extend
his leave and give him six months. So he
extended my leave and | completed my thesis in
December, 1953. They gave me two months. On
4th of February, 1954 1 appeared before the
interview Board for my final examination. They
interviewed me for two hours and at the end they
said Mr. So and So! Please wait and we will call
you back. I went out and they called me back.
All of the three examiners stood up and
congratulated me. Mr. So and So! You have
passed your Ph.D. and this is how | did my Ph.D.
DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: You went for
training and you brought two degrees?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: I brought two
degrees.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Now we come
back to the Partition days and then will come to
this again. When did you come to Pakistan?
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DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Now here I will
say, you see, when I returned from China in
October, 1948, most of our archaeological
material from Mohenjodaro, Harappa and
Taxila, was in India at that time. On demand,
they had refused to give anything. They said no.
The first Inter-Dominion Conference was held.
There was no response. Second Inter-Dominion
Conference was held. There was no response
again. So the third Inter-Dominion Conference
was attended by Mortimer Wheeler and myself.
The Department of Archaeology deputed me to
go with Wheeler. My position was nothing. I
was just an Assistant at that time.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Representing
Pakistan?

Representing Pakistan. So it was decided in the
Inter-Dominion Conference that they were
prepared to return half the material from
Mohenjodaro and some material from Taxila to
Pakistan on the basis that 40% material of
Lahore Museum should be given to them.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: This is the
principle I wanted to know. How it was agreed
that the objects from Lahore Museum will be
sent to India?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: That was a very
hard condition and we were under great
pressure. They refused. They said, you have
Mohenjodaro. you have Taxila. You have
Harappa. You go and excavate.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: At the cost of
Lahore Museum you brought that?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Yes at the cost
of Lahore Museum. You see there was no
alternative.

SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: So it was....... ?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: No! No! I tell
you. I tell you here that when Wheeler in 1944
came to India as Director General of
Archaeology and he visited Mohenjodaro, as I
have told you, previously, he had decided to
close-down Mohenjodaro Museum because very
few people went there and it was difficult to
maintain ~ that Museum  under  those
circumstances. So from Delhi he wrote me:
"Khan pack all the material from Mohenjodaro
and transfer it to Lahore Museum.” That was the
first thing. I, for the first time, appointed an
assistant to help me in the preparing a list. In that
hot weather, when temperature used to be 117
degree, I worked and enlisted twenty-five
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thousand (25000) objects from Mohenjodaro and
transfer it to Lahore - 25000 objects. The pick of
the museum. The first rate material from
Mohenjodaro, leaving tits bits aside. So 2500
objects were transferred to Lahore Museum first.
At Lahore again I received a communication
from Mortimer Wheeler that you give a
representative collection to Lahore Museum and
remaining should be kept in their reserve at
Lahore. That was the order.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: In the reserves
of the Department or in the reserves of Lahore
Museum?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Lahore Museum,
because, the Department did not exist at that
time. So, whatever you see in the Lahore
Museum from Harappa and Mohenjodaro that is
the material which I picked up and gave to them.
Rest was put in the reserve. After some time
again I received a fresh communication from the
Director General, Sir Mortimer Wheeler that
"transfer all those objects which are in the
reserves of Lahore Museum to Delhi." You see
how this has happened. So, with the exception of
2000 or 3000 objects which I selected for Lahore
Museum, the rest were packed and sent to India.
This is how you see this material was transferred
to India and this was done on the pretext of
Inter-Dominion Exhibition which was being held
in London. They said we are going to hold an
exhibition and this material will be sent there
and this and this. Similarly a very good
collection from Taxila was sent. All Harappa
material was in India. So we were handicapped.
You see we were forced to take up this decision
of Lahore Museum 40%, otherwise we would
not have (anything from Mohenjodaro, Harappa
and Taxila).

Dr. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: So, now the
question arises, how it was implemented?
MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE DOGAR: Was this
an agreement?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Now, when this
was agreed, they deputed me for the division of
Mohenjodaro material. Reason was that nobody
else was acquainted with Mohenjodaro and its
material except myself because I had prepared a
list of 25000 objects. Every object had passed
through my hands. I knew which objects were
important and which were of first rate and which
were second rate. So on that basis they deputed
me, single handed, without any assistant. [ went
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there. Now during the division at that time, the
question arose as how to demarcate the first,
second and third rate objects? I said: Well Sir!
there is one solution. For instance there are
hundreds and thousands of seals here. India
would say I want this, I would say I want this.
Naturally, who should have the first choice?
Now, I said we should do it by toss. Whosoever
wins the toss he will have the first choice to take
whatever he likes. Now, this was done and
happily, you see, I won the toss and this
nobleman (King Priest) from Mohenjodaro I
picked up immediately. Now from Indian side.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Who was from
Indian side?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Director of Delhi
Museum. He picked up the Dancing Girl. I said
let them have the Dancing Girl but we must have
a nobleman which is unique in the world. Now
after that I picked up each and every object
myself from those 25000 objects. ..

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: It was divided
half and half*?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Half and half.
Divided half and half, and you see, if we had not
done that at that time, we would have been very
poor. There would have been no material from
Mohenjodaro.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: So all the

objects selected by you were brought to
Pakistan?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: They were
brought to Pakistan?

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: So, then what
was the principle about the objects from Lahore
Museum?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Now, in Lahore
Museum their representative was Agarwal, He
had come from India. He picked up whatever he
wanted.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: He picked up
whatever he wanted?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Yes.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: There was no
one to stop him?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: No one!

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: So this was the
principle only for Lahore Museum or for other
museums of the Punjab as well?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: No, only for the
Lahore Museum.
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DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: So according to
the agreement whatever were the conditions,
were fulfilled?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: They were
fulfilled.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: You took all the
objects of our share from India‘?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Yes.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: And, they took
from Lahore Museum whatever they wanted?
DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Yes, they did.
DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: What are the
precious objects they took away?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: From?

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Lahore
Museum.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: At this time I do
not remember. But we must have a list in Lahore
Museum what objects were taken away.”> I do
not remember.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: So, then we
again come back to your returning from England
to Pakistan after completing your course.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Now, after my
submission of thesis and its approval by the
Selection Board. I had still two months at my
disposal. Gordon Childe, again [ would say, [ am
very grateful to him, he said: "Khan you have
two months and | would suggest that these two
months you spend in Egypt. Jordon, Iraq and
Iran. See the excavations there and see
excavated material and equip yourself." So 1
utilized those two months out of six months of
my extended leave and on the appointed date |
appeared in my office at Karachi. The Director
at that time was Maulvi Shams-ud-Din. He said
Khan Sahib where have you been? You have
disappeared. Sir, I was deputed to this and this
and this and this, and now I have come. So this
is how I came to Pakistan and my first
appointment after a few months was
Superintendent of Excavation and Exploration
because that was my main field. Actually, you
see before my going to London, the post of

B part of this list, as it appertains to Gandhara

Collection, has by now been published in: Dr. Saifur
Rahman Dar, Dusting of Doubts. A Story of Waxing and
Waning Fortune of Gandhara Collection in Lahore
Museum 1867 - 2007. Lahore, pp. 84 - 86, 114 and 153-
170. The complete list of objects from Lahore Museum
apportioned to India is still available in the archives of
Lahore Museum.
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Superintendent of Excavation and Exploration
have been advertised and I knew that I was
selected, but it was kept in abeyance and was not
offered to me. But on my return this post was
offered to me and then, you see, immediately I
started to organize the Branch. There was no
Exploration Branch at that time. Absolutely no
Branch except one assistant.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Dr. Sahib! one
question before We start this subject. How your
research and ideas about the relations of Indus
Valley Civilization and Iran were accepted by
the scholars at that time?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: I had to pin-
point the actual objects, you see, showing
relationship. Now for instance Indus Valley
objects found in Iran indicated that there was a
trade relationship between Iran and the Indus
Valley and trade relationship through this route
and this route and this route and this route.
Similarly, there were enough influence here. So
we worked on actual material indicating by other
stations that this material has travelled from
Pakistan and this material has travelled from
Iran. So this is how this mutual tradition comes.
DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Absolutely new
ideas?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Yes, absolutely
new ideas.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Now, we come
back to the time when you were appointed
Superintendent Excavation?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Now my first
attempt was to recruit a staff. Now in India,
usual practice was that archaeological scholars
used to be appointed from different universities
for training in archaeology. When Wheeler came
in 1944 and he went to different universities in
India and selected a very competent team for
archaeological training and in that team Dr. Dani
was there.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR : He was junior
to you?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Yes! He was. He
came after me. He was selected afterwards. So, I
adopted the same principle. At that time, I wrote
to the Punjab University, Peshawar University
and other Universities of Pakistan and I selected
a very small but very competent team of young
scholars whom I gave first training in fieldwork
because the field work is the back-bone of
Archaeology. Without field work no one can be
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an archaeologist. Now, that training used to be
for two years and this is how---------

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: It was a field
training?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Field training.
Very difficult and in a very vast field. So, this is
how I organized the Exploration and Excavation
Branch of the Department of Archaeology. For
other staff and technical staff, in the beginning [
had to borrow some staff from Lahore and some
from here and there and I used to manage. My
first assignment was to go to East Pakistan and
excavate at Mainamati. Now this was a unique
thing. I have no idea about Mainamati, but I had
read something about it. You see, some material
was discovered during the Great War when the
Britishers were constructing the Comila
Cantonment. In the neighborhood they had
found some archaeological material which
arouse a great interest. So, Maulvi Shams-ud-
Din, the Director of Pakistan Archaeology said:
"Khan Sahib go to East Pakistan and work at
Mainamati." I selected, I mean to say, took a few
people from Lahore, from Karachi and just as a
very small band we went to Mainamati in
Comlla district. It comprises an 11 miles ridge
and on that ridge, a number of archaeological
sites are situated in a thick forest. We surveyed
and then finally we decided to excavate a site
which was half-way between the north end and
south end. We cleared the site, and then started
excavation work. Soon we were rewarded.
Rewarded in the sense that the site became very
potential and very interesting, very interesting. It
yielded some new archaeological material which
was not recorded earlier, especially some copper
plates which mentioned the names of a new
dynasty which was not recorded in the history.
Dr. Dani has deciphered those four copper-plates
from Mainamati. So that was the first job which
I accomplished in East Pakistan and work
continued for a number of years and in those
years a large number of objects were found.
Those objects completely changed the history of
East Pakistan because a new chapter was added
to the history of that area. So, after the first
excavation in East Pakistan, 1 came back to West
Pakistan. Here again, Maulvi Shams-ud-Din said
there is an assignment for you. It is in Kot Diji.
What about it? He said Mayor of Khairpur in
Sindh has donated 20,000/-Rupees for
excavation at a site which is called Kot Diji. You
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go and visit the site and then organize
archaeological staff at Kot Diji. All right. I went
to Kot Diji, a small site near Khairpur, a very
small site indeed. I was disturbed. So I gave my
report to the Department of Archaeology.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: You gave the
first report?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: The Department
of Archaeology gave me a sum of rupees
20,000/- which was donated by the Mayor of
Khairpur and in the rainy season with my staff, 1
went to Kot Diji. As I said, the site was very
much disturbing in the sense that at various parts
of it they had made deep holes. Now, when a site
is in that condition, it becomes extremely
difficult to complete an archaeological section
because unless and until you are capable of
understanding  archaeological section, you
cannot pin-point different occupations or
different cultures or civilizations which are in
that site. Anyhow, I managed the excavation for
three months and at the end of it one morning, I
found something different from the Harappa and
Mohenjodaro material which was found in the
upper layers. 1 reported to the Director of
Archaeology at that time. 1 said Sir, a new
element has been discovered from the lower
levels. At this time [ cannot say whether it is
related to Harappa and Mohenjodaro or it was
altogether a new material. This question will be
decided at the next excavation season. All right.
In the next excavation season, I went to Kot Diji
and during those lucky months I was able to
produce a new cultural element which was
termed as Kot Diji material. Now it has different
characteristics whatever its relationship with the
early Mohenjodaro. I organized an exhibition in
order to bring into lime-light or to give
importance to the site of Kot Diji which
according to my estimation was older than
Harappa and Mohenjodaro. It was a great step
backward. I sent copies of my write-up to Sir
Mortimer Wheeler, to new scholars, to other
scholars for their opinion. Mortimer Wheeler
was very sharp, very sharp, in the subject. When
he received my report and photographs, he at
once replied. 1 think it was in 10 days time that I
got his reply. He congratulated me for this
wonderful work. He asked me to supply him a
few other photographs and more information so
that on my behalf he would make an
announcement in the Illustrated News, London
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about the new discovery which I had made at
Kot Diji. “Definitely it 1is older than
Mohenjodaro", Mortimer Wheeler wrote. So,
whatever he asked for, I sent him and in the
following weeks, he splashed that article on my
behalf in the Illustrated News, London
announcing the discovery of Kot Diji-
Mohenjodaro culture or civilization in Pakistan
by Mr. So & So. So, it was a great discovery —
the Kot Diji discovery. Now Mortimer Wheeler
in the following season came to Pakistan. He
said, Khan! let us go to Kot Diji. All right, Sir.
You see he was very sharp and here I would get
that point. Where one would be weak. We went
to Kot Diji. Went up and down and this and this
and this. He could not find a single flaw in my
excavation. Ha patted me. Khan you have done
wonderful work. Now, why he had come to
Pakistan? You know? He came to study this site,
to study the material himself, after that he
revised all his works.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Previous works?
DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Previous works
and gave a proper place to Kot Diji in Pakistan
Archaeology. This was a great discovery, really
a great discovery. Now after that you see they
had found a number of Kot Dijian sites all over
Pakistan. After that there was another challenge
waiting for me. You remember late Mr. Mumtaz
Hassan?

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Yes.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: He was after
Debal. At one time, he had written to the Govt.
of Pakistan to locate Debal and decide about the
controversy which then existed about its location
at Karachi, at Thatta and this and this and this
and this and this and this because that was the
site which was conquered by Muhammad Bin
Qasim. My predecessor, Mons. Curiel, the
French archaeologist, had written to Mumtaz
Hassan that in Pakistan we have only one
person. He is called F.A. Khan. He is working in
Kot Diji. He had worked at Mainamati. When he
comes back, I will give this assignment to him.
When I returned, he said to me: "Khan this
assignment is for you. Go to Bhanbore and
excavate. Now, | had visited Bhanbhore in 1949.
At that time Dr. Nazim was the Director of
Archaeology, and one day he asked me to go to
Bhanbore and see the site. There is a great
controversy and this and this and this and this. I
went to  Bhanbore. There was no
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communication, no departmental transport,
nothing of the kind. I took a photographer with
me. We landed at Dhabeji Railway Station and
we took our bags on our backs, came outside.
Now, near Bhanbhore, there were Salt Works
owned by Haji Abdus Sattar. Now, one of his
trucks happened to be at the Railway Station
because they were loading or un-loading salt.
Then, they came to know about us. We said we
want to go to Bhanbhore, take us. They were
very kind and very good. Those labourers, they
took us in their truck because from Railway
Station the site of Bhabhore was nearly 4 or 5
miles and there was no other communication.
There was no lodging, nothing of the sort. We
were offered lodging by the labourers at the
Sattar's Salt Works and started our work. We
stayed for about a week and two or three days
and took whatever they gave us and during the
day time I used to survey the site with the
photographer and in my report [ clearly
mentioned that the site appears to be very
important and it has yielded Muslim material. It
needs further investigation by way of
excavation. So, that was my first report about
Bhanbhore which I had given to Department in
1949. Now, this time when I returned from Kot
Diji and I was asked by Mons R. Curiel to go
and excavate at Bhanbhore.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Who was
Curiel?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: He was a French
archaeologist.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Was he in the
Department?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN No, you see it so
happened that during my absence from Pakistan
for my training and scholarship, the Government
of Pakistan had appointed him for four years as
Director of Archaeology. So, he was working at
that time as Director of Archaeology. So he said
Khan, this is your assignment, organize and
work. I came to Bhanbhore and I remember that
in our first day's work Mumtaz Hassan was
there, Pir Hassam-ud-Din Rashidi was there and
many other scholars were there. All those
persons who were interested in Archaeology,
you see, they were taken to Bhanbhore and I
remember we requested Mumtsz Hassan to
strike first pick-axe at Bhanbhore. So, he started
that work and from that, it was in March 1958,
that is the beginning of Bhanbhore excavation. A
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good start and work continued for nearly 8
working seasons, Our seasons are from October
to end of March because after that it becomes
very hot and we cannot stay in the field. Now
during first season and second season with our
constant struggle have been to locate the
Mosque, built by Muhammad bin Qasim at
Bhanbhore as very first Muslim conqueror.
After his conquest, you see, he would have built
a mosque i.e. a place for worship. That had to
be located. That used to be a question in my
mind all the time. When the work was on and the
workers, my colleagues and my assistants were
working there, 1 used to roam about like a mad
man locating Bhanbhore mosque. We had
divided site into five sectors and all those five
were marked as north, south, east, west and
central sectors. Now, in the first season, I
remember one fine morning I was standing in
the Central Sector on a high ground, then a
Bengali trainee, Abdul Qadir came running to
me. He said there are stones, just very small
mutilated stones having inscription in Kufic. I
saw that. Immediately, I said here is a mosque
because this piece of stone could be nowhere
else except in a mosque. Went there, organized
the work and you know we were rewarded. We
found during the following seasons, 14 Kufic
inscriptions from that particular site and our
work continued and this is how Bhanbhore was
excavated and finally, without any difficulty, it
was agreed by the scholars that this is the site
which was conquered by Muhammad Bin
Qasim. You see our estimation of date and our
estimation about site is not based on any
conjecture but it is always based on concrete
evidence which should be convincing. So what
were those convincing evidences: its location,
its description by the Arabs and the material
which was discovered from different strata of the
site? Now, actually, the site has yielded very
important material. it starts, I will say, from
upper to the lower levels from 12th Century CE
and it goes down to 2nd Century BCE. Now,
your question should be how we determine these
different dates and put them. Now, archaeology
is a close chapter of a book. Now, as that book
contains different chapters during the different
aspects of a particular subjects. Similarly, each
and every site represents the same character.
Before we start our excavations, we conduct trial
excavations. By trial excavation we mean we
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select an area as large as this room, in order to
determine its chronology. What is meant by
chronology? Chronology means its date from
end to the earliest occupation. That is called
chronology and this chronology is fixed by
stratification. Now what 1is stratification?
Stratification is that as each chapter of a book is
different from the other and it is followed by
first chapter, 2nd chapter, 3rd chapter on account
of different material and practices. The same
thing happens in archaeological sites. Now I will
state like this. Now, when we were working in
Bhanbhore on the upper layers, we found
Sultanate Period material. Now accordingly, you
see, we know about the date of the material
about 12" century CE. After that we went down
and we came upon the Abbasid Period, one
period, 2nd period and after Abbasid Period
downward when (a handwritten word) we went
we found Umayyid Period. Now, this Umayyid
Period from our point of view was very
important because it was during the Umayyid
Period that Muhammad bin Qasim came and
conquered Sindh. Now the foremost discovery at
Bhanbhore was the mosque—The Central
Mosque. Now this mosque has no mehrab
because mehrab is a dominating feature of a
Muslim worship place. So for number of days I
could not reconcile myself what could be the
reason for not having a Mehrab in a mosque
which has yielded 14 Kufic inscriptions
mentioning dates also, but why there is no
mehrab. 1 consulted literature, all the relevant
literature and then I two reports I found that in
Iraq, archaeologists had discovered two
mosques, one at Kufa and the other at Wasit.
You see those mosques were constructed during
the period when there used to be no mehrab in
the mosque.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: There was no
mehrab in Spain also?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: No mehrab; no
mehrab in Spain also. So on account of that |
said that this is the same period which is related
to those mosques in Wasit and Kufa and their
date was round about 729 and that is the date
when this mehrab was introduced. So this puzzle
was also solved. And then. coins were found
there, inscriptions were found there. So on the
basis of that we had declared that this is a site
which was conquered by Muhammad bin Qasim.
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DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN
Debal?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: It was Debal
because, you see, roundabout there is no other
site. Now, below there being a period, we went
down. As we excavate and start on the top we go
down. Under that we found the Sassanian, again
that was a succession of events: Hindu Period.
After that we were stuck up in water level and
by that time we had reached the level the date of
which was 2nd Century BCE,

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: So you did not
go to the virgin soil?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: No, we did not
go to the virgin soil.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Due to water?
DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Yes, due to
water level Now this 2nd Century BCE.
Material, it was very interesting. very important
because similar material of 2nd Century BCE.
had been found from Taxila. So we had similar
objects from Bhanbhore and from Taxila. That I
said we have 2nd Century from Bhanbhore. If
we were able to go below the water level, 1 am
sure that [ would be able to prove that this is the
same place where Alexander the Great halted on
his way back to Iraq. This is the place which was
called Fort of Heaven, but as I am unable to
excavate downward because you see Alexander
he went he was forced to stay near the Arabian
Sea for a number of days on account of storming
weather and it was that this point that he
bifurcated his forces into two portions. One he
sent by land and other he sent by sea. So he said
that there is no other place as big as Bhanbhore
which could be Debal. So this is a Debal. So this
is how we proved this is a Debal.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Khan Sahib,
you have just told me that the evidence you dug
out from Bhanbhore, from the lower level of
Bhanbhore, was similar to that which was found
in Taxila?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Yes.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: So, can we say
that the old Indus Civilization was extended to
Taxila?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Old Indus
Civilization? You have to decide about this. I
mean to say, now this 2nd century BCE., it is not
included in the Indus Valley Civilization. Indus
Civilization is a distinct Civilization which is
known by the principal sites of Harappa and

DAR: So it was
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Mohenjodaro, because the material from
Harappa and Mohenjodaro is different from the
remaining sites. Now Harappa, Mohenjodaro
Civilization, it was not only confined to a small
area, but its evidence is found in North-west
Frontier Province, Baluchistan, Punjab, even in
the adjoining regions of India. We do not know
its actual extent. So civilizations, they are not
just very small. Some of them such as Roman
Civilization, Greek Civilization, Egyptian
Civilization, French Civilization, they have their
own parameters.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: So can we say
that at some time in the history, this was a
cultural unity?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Of course.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: In East-West
Pakistan?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Of course it was.
Because you see distance between Harappa and
Mohenjodaro, 400 miles difference is there,
exactly. Besides, there is a number of other sites,
same thing is responsible. There was a unity,
there was one commanding authority for this
entire unity. This was well that they may be
having an administrative centre in Harappa and
Mohenjodaro and in other centres. because you
see, you cannot control from one principal site.
You must have different stations under
competent people.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Khan Sahib!
you have been Director of Archaeology and
there were two centres, Harappa and
Mohenjodaro, since creation. What did you do
for you Harappa as compared to Mohenjodaro?
DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Now this is
again a very vital question which you have so
kindly put. Unfortunately. there has been a
persistent campaign and demand for the
preservation of Mohenjodaro. it was always
alleged that Mohenjodaro is in danger and it
should be saved. Unfortunately, there has been
no such campaign for the preservation of
Harappa. There should have been a campaign
and actually 1 am telling you today that it was in
1973 when we prepared Mohenjodaro Master
Plan that I suggested that the same campaign
should be launched for Harappa, but somebody
said that will be a political movement, do not do
1t.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Who said?
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DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Whosoever. I
will not tell his name.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: But what a
political movement?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: You see,” this
was started, I mean to say, by a local man, you
see the composition of this.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: No, no, I want
to understand that Mohenjodaro board was
created in 1973, so it was a political reason. So if
there was similar for Harappa, what political
movement should have been started?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: No political
movement: but political considerations [ say.
Now again here 1 would like to point out this
point also. The Mohenjodaro Master Plan, it was
prepared in 1972. There were three experts from
Pakistan and three experts from UNESCO. Now
from Pakistan, Naqvi** was there, Late Mr. Wali
Ulluh Khan® was there and I was there and
three from NESCO. We had a long deliberations
at Mohenjodaro and that we came to finalize the
question of staff. We were sitting on the table
and it was pointed out that the Director of
Project should be a field archaeologist, because a
field archaeologist, he knows what are the
requirements of an excavated site. He is the
better person. Now on that very table, you see-
there was a small group from our side which
opposed this idea. They said, no, field Director
should be a conservationist. Now we debated on
this point for two days and even UNESCO
experts. they said, no, the Project Director
should be a field archaeologist.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Why then the
field archaeologist was not appointed*?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Well. You ask
this question to the Department of Archaeology.
DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: So again we go
to Harappa. In 1972 there was no political
consideration and pressure?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: No, no! when
that meeting was held at Mohenjodaro when that
Symposium commenced in 1973, there was a big
symposium at Mohenjodaro. Yes, Now in that

* Mr. S. A. A. Naqvi. Former Director, Deptt. Of
Archaeology and Museums, Govt. of Pakistan (SRD)
2 Khan Muhammad Waliullah Khan, former
Superintendent of Archaeology, West Pakistan circle,
Deptt. Of Archaeology, Govt. Pakistan & former Advisor
on Archaeology, Govt. of the Punjab till 1992 (SRD)
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symposium 1 suggested to someone, that
question should be raised about Harappa.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: You should
have done it yourself.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Who?

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Yourself, the
Department.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Now I tell you
about Mohenjodaro. It was in early sixties that
one day we received a communication from
Government of Pakistan that Field Martial, the
Late Ayyub Khan Sahib, he was interested in
saving Mohenjodaro because during his visit to
Khairpur, he came to know about it and he asked
what are the remedies. And, one of the remedies
was suggested to him that the water-table at
Mohenjodaro should be lowered. So, he ordered
that round about Mohenjodaro, 1 mean to say,
rice cultivation should be stopped and then
pumps should be installed in order to lower the
water table. So on those instructions. you see. I I
was in Department at that time, we installed a
tube-well there. That was just the beginning, and
actually in 1964 during my time we approached
UNESCO. UNESCO came four times and they
examined this question from a number of times
and this and this and this.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: So after Debal,

your next excavation was Mansura.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Next was
Mansura. Now that was a challenge again.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: How it was a
challenge?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Challenging, I
mean to say because you see, scholars have been
mentioning haphazardly. The foremost thing
about Mansura was, it was said by scholars, that
Arabs came, they destroyed a place which was
known Barahmanabad and on the ruins of that
Brahmanabad they built this Mansura. 1 had to
dispell this idea (laughs). I had to 1 had to dispell
this idea. 1 accepted this challenge. 1 went to
Mansura. Again you see our main principle is
first to establish the chronology by means of
stratification. That is to say you do not excavate
widely, but select a place and then from top to
bottom and then to say from this to this, this is
the date, this la the date, this is the 2nd BCE.
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Now the same principle was applied at Mansura.
| established 4 principle periods at Mansura and |
said well this is a place which was built by the
Arabs in such and such period. Now you see all
those four periods which were discovered, which
were established they stayed up to-date and it
was disproved that Mansura was not built on
Brahmanabad. 1 said, it is a very difficult to build
a new city on a dismantled site because the area
was very wide. The Arabs could have expanded.
They could have constructed the buildings
anywhere they wanted. Why they should have
gone to destroy a site, or city, and reconstruct
that.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: First destroy a
city and then rebuilt it.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: No I mean to say
that is a very difficult.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Yes.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: That is a very
difficult.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Yes.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: So this is how
the Mansura was also excavated.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: You were lucky
enough to be rewarded wherever you went for
work?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: I mean to say I
will not praise myself, but I say by the grace of
God wherever 1 have been working, whatever
have been established that stands up to—date .
DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: But we are not
lucky enough to find your reports about all these
excavations.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Yes.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: What is the
reason?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: You
whatever the reason could be, the principal
factor was that during those periods, as I have
been telling you, I was engaged in excavations
everywhere north and south and this and this
beside the administrative work of the
Department of Archaeology. Now, as a first
attempt, everywhere every time a preliminary

S€c
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report was published for the information of the
public and a final report could be written later on
at a later time. Now in India also you see it used
to be a general practice that the Director General
of Archaeology would give in his annual reports,
a preliminary account of excavation work. Then
whenever he was free from the administrative
duties. Then, whenever he was free from his job,
he would sit down and prepare his reports. Now,
unfortunately, you know what happened with me
that after my recruitment perhaps I was black-
listed.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Because?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Do not know, 1
do not know, 1 do not know.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Because you
may be called the Founder of this Department?
DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: No |, no I....

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: You organized
all the sections, you started magazines, you
started publications, you established museums,
you organized excavations, surveys and you
were black listed. I cannot understand this?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: I tell you. Now
you see [ will cite the example of Sir John
Marshall. After his retirement, he was given a
special assignment for the preparation of his
work. Now you see after my retirement, it was
the responsibility and duty of the Department of
Archaeology to have asked me Mr. So and So,
what would you like to do now after you
retirement. Now that was the proper time for me
to say that these are the works in which complete
reports have to be given. I would repeat here that
asking the department of
archaeology for a number of times to give me
facilities for writing the Bhanbhore reports
because it was the primary and most important
demand from different sections. But my request
went un-obeyed. Nobody cared for it. So under
such circumstances what could I have done?

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: You retired in
1972, I think?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: I retired in 1970.
DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Now it is 1992.

I have been
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DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: 1992.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Twenty-two
years have passed.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Yes. Yes.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: And there were
two or three D.Gs of Department.....

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Two D.Gs, I
spell two D.Gs.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: And no one
respondent and no one thought it worth doing?
DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Now I requested
the first D.G. that the Bhanbhore report has to be
done No action was taken.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: What assistance
did you demand?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Technical
assistance, you see the records were in the
Department, I have no photographer, No
draftsman, you see no transport facilities, These
are the things which I demanded from the
Department and without these I could not have
done anything.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: This was very
minor assistance?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN Very minor, but
it was not provided to me. So what could I have
done. You see after my retirement my liaison
with the Department had completely stopped.
DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: It was due to
personal reasons or national?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: I would say, you
see, | must blame myself to some extent.
Possibly I have been, on my part, harsh with
somebody during my tenure of office and that
harshness was not due to personal reasons, but
must have been for the work itself. So that must
have been one reason. You see, the first of the
foremost factors of the deterioration in the
Department of Archaeology was .. .........
(break).There were two factors. Now, as I have
explained to you before that my appointment as
Director of Archaeology was through Public
Service Commission decision. Now, after my
retirement there was a tug of war. Who should
be the Director? A selection by a competent
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authority is always a benefitting factor. You see,
but a promotion creates discussions and disunity.
I would say it was their professional duty? No,
No, No. I explain. Now immediately on my
retirement, the first incumbent, naturally, was a
competent very competent having a very long
years of experience. He was recruited during
Mortimer Wheeler’s time. So he was a
competent person. You see without any, I mean
to say, a qualifying examination by the Public
Service Commission to be appointed as Director
of  Archaeology. When his case
recommended, but on account of political
reasons at that time because there was a pressure
from the Bengali side. They wanted to have
Bengali. So there was a great war. I sided with
this competent person. Who was this person?
Naqvi, he was. So he was very competent
person. 1 said well he is a person, but you see
Bengali pressure. They ruled out my suggestion.
So they brought their own. So this was the first--

was

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Whom they
brought?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Nazim-ud-Din,
Nazim-ud-Din, he was at Lahore.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Very short?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Very short. So
after their migration after they had left Pakistan.
Again Naqvi was appointed, Wall, there was a
hope. Naqvi continued up to 1973. 1n 1973 he
joined UNESCO. Now after that you see | would
say that....

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Ishtiaq came in?
DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: I say, I mean to
say Ishtiaq came. Now it was not a right
decision. It was not a right decision because
there was an age gap of 12 years. You follow
what is my point of view?

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR:
understand it.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Now this | mean
to say he was not fully competent to handle the
department.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: inexperience?

I cannot
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DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Inexperience. He
had 12 years. He has required 12 years. No one
to take up this responsibility of Director General
ship of the Archaeology Department. Now 1
assumed this responsibility and 20 yours ... ...
DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: You were
explaining the age gap.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Now in the
above situation, again you see, the post should
have been advertised so that all the people in the
field would have applied and competent person
should have been selected as Director of
Archaeology. It should be done through Public
Service Commission. If that should be done then
those people who had foreign qualifications they
would have no grudge against any other body.
Now, he was recommended, he was appointed as
Director of Archaeology, but immediately on his
appointment there was a great struggle between
the two opponents. Now, the present incumbent
(in 1992), you see, he is senior to Ishtiaq by only
one week and he said it was his claim. Now, this
war between the two is responsible for this
complete destruction and deterioration of the
department. This continued for about fourteen
thirteen years as long as Ishtiaq (Former Director
General, Department.. of Archaeology and
Museums, Govt. of Pakistan, Karachi) was in the
Department. He was incapable, he himself was
and he charge-sheeted
unfortunately because of in-experience. So he

involved was
could not manage and he was constantly being
harassed and he was being, I mean to say,
distressed. So there was lack of cooperation on
all sides, lack of cooperation between the two
(senior-most) and naturally those who were
better qualified than Ishtiag, you see, they could
not reconcile with this idea. They were in
opposition. So  there complete
disorganization in the Department of
Archaeology from all the sides and this was
responsible for creation of corruption; which had
crept in the Department. Now under such
circumstances what they could have offered to

was a
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me. I mean to say they were in-effective. Now, 1
asked the first Director for Bhanbore, no repose.
Ultimately, in 1980 during the course of
discussions in the meeting of Central Board of
Archaeology at Islamabad, I raised this question
and I said that Bhanbore report should be
written. Now, it is on the minutes of that meeting
that Bhanbore report should be written and
facilities be given. After a couple of months, the
Director of Archaeology asked me, Khan Sahib,
what are the facilities which you want? I said the
Department should know what facilities should
be given to me. I mean to say, the technical
assistance is a foremost thing. I must have
facilities to go to Bhanbore when 1 want. [ must
have a photographer, I must have a surveyor, 1
must have this and this. So, you see, no decision
or no action was taken even on the minutes of
the recommendations of the Board of
Archaeology. Then his successor came. He
asked me the same question. I sent him the
previous correspondence which I had with his
predecessor about writing the report. I said that
this is my letter which has not been replied to
me. Now, his successor also did not take any
So,
compelled to say that Bhanbore report has got to
be written and if it is not written by such and
such date then some other steps will be taken for
completing that report. So, I was not given any
assistance, so I had no relationship with the
Department and I must admit, that unfortunately,

action. ultimately, I was very much

my archaeological career ceased from the date of
my retirement.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: If not all, these
two D.Gs are your selection and you trained.
They were own students, why then it is so?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: I will say, I must
be responsible myself, I must have been very
harsh to them because of their work and that is
the only reason. I cannot think of anything else
because I never gave them adverse remarks.
Only when anybody was slack in his work, I
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used to scold him. You ask Dr. Mughal®®, how I
would behave with him in the field. Wheeler
himself used to hoot at us.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: So Dr. Khan we
again come back to another aspect. In the pre-
Partition days, the objects from the excavations
were sent to the museums, but when you became
the D.G. you stopped the practice?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: No, it is not so.
You see, in India the practice was like this. All
the museums at that time were controlled by the
Department of Archaeology and the Department
of Archaeology, for instance from Mohenjodaro
whatever they excavated, they would send a
representative collections to all those different
museums which were under their control.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: So the museums
were in the same department?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Yes,
museums were in the same department.
DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: You stopped it
because the museums belonged to the other
department‘?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Which
department*?

the

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Semi-
autonomous or provincial or like that.
DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: No! no! For

example, 1 have told you we gave a collection to
the Lahore Museum. Now the Peshawar
Museum, for instance, it was not interested in
the antiques except Gandhara and there was no
other museum in Pakistan. Now during my
tenure in office, you will be surprised to hear
that twelve museums were organized.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Organized or set
up?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Set up.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: New Museums?
New Museums including National Museum?
DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Including
National Museum.

*® He was then director, Northern Circle, Deptt. of

Archaeology and Museums, Govt. of Pakistan,
Lahore)
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DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: But the objects
excavated from different places are lying in the
stores of the department?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Of course.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: So many things
have been stolen?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: What?

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Stolen.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Stolen, yes.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: What is the
solution now?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Well, it is a very
hard and very difficult question, you know, to
answer. A couple of years back, in one of my
articles | had explained what was happening in
the department and what should be done about
it? Actually, I will say that I was not happy as in
1988 when that Junejo Ministry was dismissed
that year, I had written up a small account about
the inactivity of the Department of Archaeology
in disgust. 1 said what is this? So | took up that
material for publication in Pakistan Times,
Lahore and the then Editor, what was his name?
DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Magbool
Sharif?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: No

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: He might have
been someone else. There were so many editors
coming and going those days.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Very competent
editor, very pleasant editor. When he read that
material, he said Khan Sahib you leave this
material, because 1 had taken that material to
publish as a letter to editors. He said you leave
this material and 1 will see how this will be
published. So, he published in a very convincing
style as a ‘leader’ on 1st of June, 1988. It so
happened that on that very date 1 was in
Islamabad. The Secretary of Culture, Mr. Tariq
Rahim he read the letter and he came to know
that I was in Islamabad. He expressed his desire
through a friend of mine that he would like to
meet and see me. He telephoned to me. He said
Khan Sahib what is your programme? 1 said Sir,
| am leaving tomorrow Insha Allah. Ho said, no,
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I am waiting for you in office, you come and
please see me. All right. So I went to his office
in the afternoon. He was waiting for me. He said
| have read this what you have written. I agree
with you. There is no solution. They cannot do
anything in the Department.

FU e efisgsn e T Lune 26 L L
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You give me a note on this. 1 came down.
Instead of four or five pages, I gave him a small
scheme for the training of youngsters for
museum and this and this and this, fourteen or
fifteen pages for a setting. But again I shall say
no action will be taken and after that | say I
cannot do anything for this department.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: So what are the
causes of decay?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: The causes of
decay is inefficiency. Inefficiency is due to
ineffective control and lack of training. There is
no training basis in Pakistan. Now, they have set
up an Institute which is a fake institute. It has got
no reality, no benefit for anybody. Now institutes
are always affiliated with some University.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: University?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: And they are
headed by renowned and trained archaeologists.
Renowned and trained archaeologists who could
train. Now, Sir Mortimer Wheeler, he was
responsible for the creation of Institute of
Archaeology in University of London. Now, 1
mean to say what is the standing of this Institute
of Archaeology in Pakistan’’? This is for the
benefit of training people. What is meant by
training people? They have no experience. Now,
again | say on this, 1 differ with the present
incumbent of the Department of Archaeology.
He sent me his skeleton when he organize it. |
said I do not agree with you. This is not the way
to train people. I know, how people should be

%7 Pakistan Institute of Archaeological Training at
Research (PTATR). Lahore Fort. Now defunct. Since
more than two decades (S.R. Dar)
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trained. WS = o you take a child. Unless you
are able to give him on a very convincing and in
every way the fundamentals of A.B.C. Tell him
what is ‘A’, what is 'B' and what is ‘C*. You take
care of him for a number of years, and number
of days, you see, only then he will do it. The
same thing applies to archacology. I told him
this is my own experience. | was not selected
and I was not thrown to winds. Now they have
selected and they throw the youngsters to
scholars. Believe me, whosoever 1 have met,
they have said that they have received no
archaeological training. Unless and until I said,
the fundamental thing is, somebody should be
there, somebody should be there to train the
youngsters like a school boy. They should know
what are the basic principles of archaeology,
what is archaeology. I said they do not know
even definition of archacology. They should be
initiated in excavation work, in field work, in
lectures. And, the second thing is that they
should be acquainted with the archaeology of
Pakistan. Then you see different archaeological
discipline. WS = o this is not right way you
invite this man and this man.”“ When you invite
them to give lecture to the scholars, they do not
follow anything. So this is not a proper way of
the department of its training. So this institution,
I would say. if I was there, I would recommend
to the Government to abolish this Institute. It has
no utility.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Khan Sahib!
there are other departments of archaeology in
Karachi University, in Peshawar University and
I think in Khairpur University. What is their
standard of teaching and training?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Now I tell you,
now [ tell you. Now listen about Karachi
University. After
University approached me that I should be there.
I said my condition is that I should be given the
status of a Professor. They agreed to that and
they gave me all the facilities of a Professor.
Now that continued for a number of years. At

my retirement, Karachi
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that time Dr. Hussain>® was here because I went
to his
immediate after his demise. his successor found

there according ambitions. Now
that I was getting facilities like a Professor. He
said it is too much (Laughter!). said Assalam-o-
Alaikum. Now during my stay [ had full
responsibilities. You go and see the Karachi
University department. There is a small museum
which I organized at my own expense. No funds
were given to the Department of Archaeology.
Then what was there, I would say that a circular
was to be issued and sent to all the different
Universities to set up their departments of
archaeology. A similar circular came to Karachi
University. So I prepared a P.C.1 form for the
development of archaeology in Karachi, but no
action was taken. In Karachi the Department of
Archaeology, just a one group of archaeology. It
is nothing, no field work. Nothing of the kind.
DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Is there full-
fledged department in Peshawar University?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Welll in
Peshawar University. In Peshawar University,
Dr. Dani was there. Then it was organized. So,
there they are doing beautiful work and they sat
up a very nice and fine museum there and I must
say they have produced a number of scholars.
Khairpur University, I would say. I would differ
with them. One of their scholars came to me. I
asked him what is their medium of instructions?
He said, in Sindhi! I said, well how could one
learn meaning (of archaeology) in Sindhi? Is
there any book in Sindhi? Lectures were given in
Sindhi.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: /g_wc‘-//ﬁ/é/uf -
S

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: (/3¢ bn ¥ 43S
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DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN:j,

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Unless and until
I said if these youngsters who get their

28

Dr. Mahmud Hussain. Ex-Vice Chancellor, Sindh
University.

112



Saifur Rahman Dar and M. Rafique Dogar

instructions in Sindhi, how can they go and
compete with other foreign scholars. If they go
to U.S.A. they will be not. I give here an
example. One of the scholars from here, you see,
he passed his M.A. with Archaeology as subject,
but you see he was lucky to get a scholarship for
Pennsylvania. He came to me. I said do not go at
this time unless and until you are fully prepared.
Now he did not hear to my advice, he went
there.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: But they sent
him back?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Not, he left and
got some other work in USA.

So you see archaeological discipline is a very
difficult. I mean to say these youngsters have got
to be initiated, they do not take interest because
you see they are L , they are absolutely raw.

They do not know what is archaeology.
DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: Khan Sahib!

there is another trend and there are some reasons
for it. Different provinces are setting up their
own departments of archaecology, as the Punjab
has done, what is your advice for these
Provincial Departments?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: My advice is
that the Provincial Departments should be
headed by the competent persons, who are able
to build up the department on proper lines. It is
not only, you see, the chair-work, but you see,
the field-work. Now I do not know who has been
appointed as the head of the department in
Punjab. No idea.

MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE MUHAMMAD
RAFIQUE DOGAR: Dr. Dar® is present
Director General.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Dr. Dar, he has
received a thrashing training under me. I do not
know, I mean: to say, how he is behaving there.
But I say, when he is there, he will be able to do
all this.

» Dr Saifur Rahman Dar, T.I., the present Director
General, Directorate of Archaeology, govt. of the Punjab
and Director Lahore Museum, Lahore (Dogar).
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MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE MUHAMMAD
RAFIQUE DOGAR: You approve the idea that
the museums should be under the Department of
Archaeology in the provinces. If the museums
are independent or semi-autonomous or
autonomous bodies, then again the problem will
be the same?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Yes. the problem
will be the same.

MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE MUHAMMAD
RAFIQUE DOGAR: So museums should be
under the Department of Archaeology.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: I mean to say, as
archaeology is one discipline, again the question
will be that, if you separate the museums, you
separate the conservation branch also.
MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE MUHAMMAD
RAFIQUE DOGAR: Yes.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Only then the
Department of Archaeology continues this
exploration and excavation branch.
MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE MUHAMMAD
RAFIQUE DOGAR: And the museums will not
get the objects from excavations?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Of course. So |
mean to say, it has got to be as an integrated unit
Now, during the British Rule, all the museums
were under the Department of Archaeology and
they were working very satisfactorily and they
were under (the Department of Archaeology)
and now, here you see, if you separate the
museums. I do not think there will be any/no
solution to that. So Provincial Museums let them
have a provincial character and the provincial
museums they should be,... you see, you go to
England, there are also provincial museums and
there are county museums also.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: What kind of
relationship should be between the provincial
departments and central department?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: [k that is the
question. That depends, you see on the person. If
the Directors of both the museums are in good
terms, both the museums in provinces and the
centre would flourish. But you see, there is no
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reason as to why their terms should not be cordial.
After all a provincial museums, 1 must say, it
should exist because it represents mainly the
provincial characters.

DR. SAIFUR RAHMAN DAR: There is Federal
Department of Archaeology as here is. Different
departments or provinces are going to set up their
own departments of archaeology, so how the sites
and monuments should be divided between the
provinces and the central department?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: You see this
question came under discussion a number of years
back and at one stage (laughs) what happened, that
Lahore Auqaf Department, you know, they wanted
to take up some very important monuments from
the Archaeological Circle which are under the
UNESCO supervision and even at that time, you
see, there was an attempt to dismantle the
department. I said no, this is not the right time. As
in other countries, go to England, go to any other
country of the world, you will find that they have
characterized the monuments under three principal
divisions, A. B & C. Now ‘A’ class, top most
class, they should be under the centre, the top
most. The second one they should go under the
provinces. You see, there is a lot of scope, lot of
work for the provinces to do. Now. for instance,
now I say, if the Centre detains Shalamar Bagh,
and this and this. What Punjab will do? Punjab has
lot to do because Punjab is full of monuments.
MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE DOGAR: But the
question is not this, why Punjab demands this’?
We have been opposing this, but their argument-
base is this, at least the Provincial Government,
they say, if you have to destroy this.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Which one?
MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE DOGAR: Shalamar
Garden and these monuments, as you are going to
destroy, as you have destroyed so many others,
give these to us and at this time, we can protect
them. After 10 yours you will come and these will
be destroyed, then the loss will be the provincial.
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DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: But will this be not
lost by the provincial government.

MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE DOGAR: They say, we
will take care of them.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: But how and what
guarantee is there? What guarantee is there?
MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE DOGAR: They say,
you do not have trained people, you do not have
staff.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: I mean to say, a
monument requires a lot of care, a lot of care.
MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE DOGAR: But the care
is not being taken.

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Care is not being
taken.

MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE DOGAR: What is the
solution?

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: Solution is thrash
them. Solution? Corruption!

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: _#__ .4
MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE DOGAR: (¥ =4y
-5

DR. FAZAL AHMAD KHAN: §UfL5 e T
tdur
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Photo.1 Mr.M R Dogar and Dr. S R Dar - the
interviewers
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Photo.2 997. Dr. F A Khan being awarded Dani GoldMedal by the Pakistan
Society of Archaeology and Museums by Syed Ghaus Ali Shah <Federal Minister
of Education.

DR-F 4 Jchas ) g~ LSV
Photo.3 Dr. F. A. Khan, Mr. Fazal Qadir and four archaeological officers
with a dignitary in Taxila Museum
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Photo.4 Dr F A Khan with dignitary from Iran in Taxila Museum in 1967.
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Photo.5 Dr F A Khan, Maulana Hifzur Rahman, Malik Shams <Dr. Abdullah Chaghatai,

Hassamuddin Rashidi, S A A Naqvi, Fazzal Qadir and young museologists of Pakistan in
1967 in Lahore.
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Keywords: In a visit to Jud Mountain (25[125) in 2018, many tombstones were recorded
Salt Range in Padhrar (3'»%) between Pail (JL) and Munara (o) on Kallar Kahar
g“h;j'dlug Khushab road. Here we visited a chamber tomb and many gravestones
andetabrum scattered around it and on the other side of the street as well. The chamber
Gravestone . . .. . .
pakistan tomb has no parallel in the region and cannot be dated on stylistic basis. It is
Punjab constructed with dressed stones of considerable size. Nothing can be said of
Archaeology the origin of these engraved tombsotnes, however on arthistoric and stylistic

bases their origin could be traced back to the still continued Judaean and
Diasporal funerary art which was originated in early Common Era centuries.
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Map.1 Locatlon of Padhrar in Salt Range (Koh-i-Jud)
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In a visit to Salt Range, the ancient Kuh-i-
Jud (25[0255) in 2019, a team of archaeologists
and local history enthusiasts led by the author of
this short note, came across a number of
tombstones in the vicinity of Padhrar (3,ay), a
town between Pail (%) and Munara (>01<) on
Kallar Kahar Khushab road. Here the team
observed a large chamber tomb built of large and
mostly rectangular dressed stone blocks and a
number of gravestones scattered around it.

The Mari

The mari (s3% or a 43<) or the chamber
tomb is a very significant archaeological site as
it has no parallel in this region and thus it cannot
be dated on stylistic basis. This chamber tomb
was constructed with dressed blocks of stones
of different sizes. The only opening to this low
roof chamber is an arched door of relatively low
height. How much of this structure is buried
under the soil can not be determined without
trial trenching. The low roof is built of long
cubic monolith beams of the same type of stone
used for blocks used to build walls of the so-
called tomb.

This tomb is in a state of bad preservation
and needs immediate attention. Any future
archaeological and architectural investigation of
the site will definitely demystify the period and
significe of this tomb and the tomestones
scattered around it.

The Candelabrum Tombstones

The other important feature at this site are a
number of tombstones scattered around the so-
called tomb. Many of these tombstones are
displaced from their original locations and re-
installed as headstones on graves structures
erected in recent past. The most interesting
feature of many of these tombstones
candelabrums engraved in their upper part. The
the lower part of these tombstone mostely
consists of depictions of other artiacles of faith
like a pot (lota) or something similar to a

arc
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wooden tablet (takhti) or a prayer mat as
interpreted by late Muhammad Hayat, the local
scholar who discovered these relics decades ago.
The candelabrum tombstones in Padhrar can be
divided into two types on stylistic bases. The
candelabrum with half circule branches and the
candelabrums with straight angular branches.

Both types can only be studied in the light of
Judaean and Diasporal funerary art which is still
in practice in parts of the world. No other
comparative art historical evidence is traceable
yet and unless other parallels are discovered, this
will remain our only comparative tool.

Padhrar Type I

Padhrar type I or candelabrum engravings
half circlular branches have the closest parallel
in a marble slab from Randani Catacomb
(Figure.2) with a seven branched menorah
carved on it. This slab or tombstone represents a
still continued Jewish tradition of carving
candelabrum along with a set of other symbols
on tombstones. The archaeological evidence for
this genere is available all over the Western and

Eastern Diaspora.

This candelabrum style is well represented in
Beit She'arim menorah depictions. One of
Hammath Tiberias candelabrum depictions also
qualifies as a very close parallel where the
candelabrum has no stand attached to it like
Padhrar type I candelabrum engravings. All
these candelabrum
documented and are easily available on internet.

engravings are well

Padhrar Type 11
The second type of Padhrar candelabrum

engrvarings (Figure.3) also has its parallels in
Judean and Diasporal art. This candelabrum type
is mostly found on Judean Terracotta lamps. One
of the oldest examples of this second type
candelabrum carved on Terracotta porttery was
discovered by archaeologists working on Mount
Sifting Project. This specimen is described by
Dr. Gabriel Barkay and his discription of this
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artifact is available on Youtube at the following
link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gEqviV2X4vg

Tombstone
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There is another symbol common in both
JUdaean and Diasporal Hanukah candelabrum
representations and Padhrar engravings. This is
the so-called prayer mat symbol mentioned
above. Candelabrum scenes at Hammath
Tiberias in Palestine have identical depictions as
evident from the comparison below.

Aty

£l

f"-.f»d Ll
as

(a) Padhrar ~ (b) Hammath Tiberi

120



Muzaffar Ahmad & Muhammad Hayat

Another symbolic representation on Padhrar
tombstones is described by late Muhammad
Hayat as a /lota or a water pot. Pot is also shown
along candelabrums in Judaean and later
Diasporal art. Randani candelabrum engraving
and and the famous Magdala Stone discovered
show Padhrar Type 1
candelabrum flanked with pots.

from Palestine

Both types (Padhrar candelabrum I and II) are
most among the candelabrum
depictions in Diasporal art and are well
represented in archaeological findings from

common

excavated Judaean synagogs, Judaean Terracotta
lamps, from Beit She'arim, from Roman
Catacombs and from Dura-Europos.

The spontaneous occurrence of both types of
candelabrums at many Judaean and Diasporal

A Chambered Tomb and some Candelabrum Engravings
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sites has been noted by archacologists. Whether
Candelabrum engraved tombstones at Padhrar in
Kuh-i- Jud represent a regional offshoot of
Diasporal burial art or not is an intrigung
systematic archaeological
documentation and excavation of this site.

question awaiting

skeske sk sk seosk skeoskoske sk sk sk
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Nops

FigureS A Type 11 candelabrum tombstone reused as a headstone of a modern grave near
Padhrar Chember Tomb
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ARTICLE ABSTRACT
INFO
Keywords: Rajoa Sadat | is a Late Harappan single period archaeological site near the Citiy of
RaJ.O'fl Sadat Chiniot in District Chiniot. Recently the area gained much fame when huge iron,
Chiniot copper and other mineral deposites were discovered around this village. This it
Pottery western most Harappan site in Sandal Bar. This articles presents a description of
Archaeology the pottery scattered on the surface of this shallow mound.
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Artifacts’ Discovery from Kot Khudayar, Chiniot District

Muhammad Umar Daraz*

ARTICLE ABSTRACT
INFO
Keywords: Chiniot is one of the oldest settelments in South Asia. Recently some artifacts have
g;nlg davar been discovered from fields in Kotkhdayar, a village in the vicinity of Chiniot City.
Sharada Y This initial report is about these newly discovered artifacts.
Inscription
Archaeology
Pakistan
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The people of Chiniot are inhabited in

the centre of Harappa civilization
mainland. River Chenab rattles through
the hills around the Chiniot city,

fertilizing the land with its love inebriant
waters, flows across in the middle of
District Chiniot. Thousands of years ago,
people from the North, firstly, reached
Chiniot hills, through river Chenab and
then spread to eastward.

Therefore, the land of Chiniot has the
honour to be one amongst the birthplaces
of civilization and culture in the world.
The rock carvings on the Chiniot hills are
an ample proof of it. The archaeological
mounds scattered in District Chiniot
betray the human existence over
thousands of years.

The terracotta bricks used in the
staircases, walls and foundations of the
buildings belong to Hindu Shahi and
Huns periods. These bricks though in
dilapidated condition still make their
appearance visible and prove the
continued inhabitance of Chiniot city
over more than two thousand years. The
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important industrial area, where grinding-
mills, mortars, pestles and axes including
many other things made of the stone of
Chiniot hills were supplied to the far-off
cities of Harappa civilization.

The archaeological artefacts are often
found off and on at various places in the
District of Chiniot.

In the month of September, 2021, I
have received information that some
terracotta artefacts have been unearthed
during ploughing in the fields. I have
contacted Mr.Abbas Haider Haral, a local
resident of Kot Khuda Yar, Tehsil &
District Chiniot. Mr. Abbas Haider Haral
confirmed the information and invited me
for a visit.

I visited the area on September 5"
2021. I viewed all the terracotta artefacts
which were unearthed during ploughing.
There were 8 artefacts in total along with
a dabber and some terracotta sherds. The
artefacts seem to belong to early Hindu
Shahi period. Three artefacts were dabirs.
I took pictures of all the artefacts.

This discovery is another proof of the

folklores of Chiniot tell about the richness of the land of Chiniot in respect

existence of a large kingdom and of archaeological heritage. And I have no

civilization in prehistoric times. In doubt that more artefacts and sites will

Harappa civilization era, Chiniot was an continue to unearth in the future.
skeske skeosk sk sk skoskosk skok ko
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Figure3. A vase pottered as a human female figure
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Figure.4 Vase with a Female photographed from different angles
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Figure.5 Dabber with a Sharda Inscription. The inscription represent a radhy radha greating
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Figure.7.An artifact from Kot Khudayar
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Sharada inscription from Kot Khudayar Chiniot (P.142)
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