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Paik compares the object-oriented world to an illusory and transitory
electronic domain.
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surrealist paintings, which have both aesthetic qualities and technical excellence. Their
work is discussed both in terms of style and content, meaning and performance. The
behavior of their computer programs has a new kind of aesthetic. These hackers are
the forerunners of the new "e-xpresionists."

Hybrid Digital Art

Does Paik see Mark Abene as an artist? Very possibly. Negroponte believes that artists
have the "opportunity" to assist in the mediation of digital change -- they can provide
the "hook." Is this what Paik's prodigious installation, Cybertown, accomplishes?
Negroponte says that "the digital superhighway will turn finished and unalterable art
into a thing of the past...," and that "being digital allows the process, not just the
product, to be conveyed." Perhaps, Paik is taking a step in that direction at least
with his digital imagery, but his work is still very much the product. Our culture
remains in the mindset of the preciousness and ownership of the material object.
That's a difficult mindset to break.

In the future, as each generation becomes more digital, through alterations in lifestyle
and changes in cultural values, we may see Negroponte's prediction come true. Until
that time, we will no doubt see increasingly more hybrid digital art, the fusion of
product and process which we see in Phiber Optik.
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