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Virtual Reality a brief introduction

There is a new way of communication emerging -- a virtual way. It is accomplished
through computer simulation plus a bit of hallucination, and next thing you realize, you
are anywhere you wish to be. This leap in communication can be compared to the
introduction of the television in the 1940s. Starting from a total of 5,000 t.v. sets in the
U.S., today you can find one (or more) in every home. Virtual Reality (VR), also known
as virtual environments, simulation, or cyberspace, is as far advanced as television was
to radio. Critics think there is nothing real about VR, but one survey suggests it will
eventually amount to more than 60% of the market when its technology matures.
Virtual Reality is defined in terms of telepresence and depends on the perceiver. It is a
medium for the extension of the body and mind. It marks a grand step for imagination,
and aims to open up physical boundaries. It could provide an interactive experience
rather than a passive one, one that takes you to new worlds that have never before
existed.

Virtual Reality is electronic simulations of environments experienced via
head mounted eye goggles and wired clothing enabling the end user to
interact in realistic three-dimensional situations. (Coates, 1992) Virtual
Reality is an alternate world filled with computer-generated images that
respond to human movements. These simulated environ-ments are
usually visited with the aid of an expensive data suit which features
stereophonic video goggles and fiber-optic data gloves. (Krueger, 1991,
p. xiii)

The media has created quite a public appetite for VR. However, the technology is not
yet ready to be implemented at home. According to a woman who sampled one of the
better-known systems at a recent multimedia technology show, "It reminded me of a
3D video game. The images were not very realistic." The less expensive systems have
crude graphics, and those with texture-mapped graphics are too high-priced for the
home market. What can VR provide for you? Like other media, VR will let people
conduct exchanges across time and space. It will transmit both verbal and nonverbal
messages, allowing people in separate places to meet in another location. This location
is called quot;cyberspace", a simulated environment where simulated people can meet
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