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The purpose of this field study is actually two-fold. 

First, one must understand Martin Luther King Elementary School. 

King is an "open concept" school. The program is based up·on 

different teaching techniques and philosophies than a more tradi

tional type elementary school. After his years at King, a student 

then goes on to McLaughlin Junior High. McLaughlin is a typical 

junior high that is somewhat more regimented than the open environ

ment at King. Parents have asked numerous times, "How do.a.these 

students perform after they leave King and go to a more structured 

junior high?" Until now I have had no data that could be relayed 

to parents that would answer this question. This study should 

provide a better understanding of my students and their adjust

ment to their new environment. 

Second, during my teaching career I have often wondered how 

my previous studeI?,ts have adjusted socially and academically to 

their new surroundings. This study should give inijights into 

the successes or failures of techniques and philosophies in 

education. From these findings modification can be made if 

necessary. 

In any field study one should include some background in

formation. To begin with, all of the students surveyed in this 

study were seventh graders at McLaughlin Junior High. The 

students originated from four elementary feeder schools which 

included Lieser, Marshall, Harney, and Martin Luther King. Even 

though the socio-economic backgrounds of these students are not 
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being used in this study, one should understand that two of the 

schools, Martin Luther King and George Marshall have families 

ranging from very low to moderately high incomes. Lieser and 

Harney students, however, tend ~o come from more average income 

families. 
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This study is divided into five parts. First, an examination 

of the grades received by the students for the first tri-mester 

of junior high is discussed. A trimester in this study represents 

a grading period of three times yearly instead of the usual 

quarterly or semester evaluation. Second, the standardized test 

given to all seventh grade students at the beginning of the year 

is evaluated. Third, an examination of a social adjustment 

survey is described. Following the survey some generalizations 

are made, and finally some possible recommendations are given. 

It is important to note that the intent of this study is not 

to say that one school or.program is better or worse than another. 

Hopefully, the end result will give us information which can make 

our schools more meaningful and better places for students. 
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GRADES 

This portion of the study deals with the grades taken from 

the first grading period of a tri-mester year. These grades will 

be divided into three categories. A description of each classifi

cation follows: 

First, an average grade for each school in all academic 
areas has been compiled. This should give an indication of 
how the students from each elementary feeder school are 
academically adjusting to junior high. 

Next, the students who received high grades are charted. 
The high grades are then grouped according to the elementary
schools from which the recipients came. The high grades are 
also categorized accarding to the academic field in which 
they are received. 

Finally, the low grades, "D" or less, are compiled. 
These are illustrated on the graph according to the four 
feeder schools. 

The intent of the high and low grades is to see if some 

programs, schools, etc. are teaching toward the average child. 



GRAPH A 

Graph A brought out some interes~ing results. First, one 

should note that in the areas of social studies, English, and 

reading the four schools all followed a basic pattern. King 

repeatedly ranked the highest with Marshall placing second, 

Harney third, and Lieser fourth. 

In the area of Math, Harney students rose from their third 

place position to first. Also, by looking at Graph A it becomes 

very obvious that the grades as a total are very high. 

GRAPH B 

On Graph B there are two important points that one should 

note. First, there seems ·to be quite a difference in the field 
' 

of music. King and Harney are much higher than Marshall and 

Lieser. 

The other point that should be noted is the extremely high 

grade point averages in band and orchestra. One might think 

that these classes should be graded on a pass-fail system. 
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GRAPH C 

Graph C illustrates the percentage of students from each 

:;chool who received "A" grades. First, one should notice the 

1igh percentage of students from King that received grades of 

'
1 A" in reading. King had almost twice the percentage of "A!' 

5rades as Harney, the next school in sequence. King also had 

~he highest percentage of ".A.0 grades in social studies and lan

~uage. King was followed by Harney, Marshall, and finally 

Lieser. 

In the area of math Lieser was extremely low as compared to 

the other three schools. The sequential pattern also changed on 

this graph. Marshall ranked first in the highest percentage of 

11 A11 grades followed by King, Harney, and then Lieser. 

GRAPH D 

On Graph D, as on Graph B, one sees the extremely high 

percentage of grades for King and Harney in the fields of band 

and orchestra. Also, one notices that the order on Graph B 

(First Semester Grade Average For Each School) and Graph D 

(~ercent of Students .from Each School that Received "A" Grades 

First Semester) basically remained the same. 
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GRAPH E 

Graph E deals with the percentage of low grades. One point 

Nhich is quite obvious is that there are not nearly as many low 

5rades given as high grades. 

Another important fact is that>even though King and Harney had 

the highest percentage of high grades, they also had the highest 

~ercentage of low grades with the exception of Harney•s English 

~rades and King's math grades. 

GRAPH F 

·The two points worth noting on Graph Fare the high per

centage of low grades earned by Lieser students in the field of 

music and speech and the fact that no student received less than 

a "Ott in band or orchestra. 
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THE COMPREHENSIVE TEST OF BASIC SKILLS 

At the beginning of the fifth, seventh, and ninth grades 

ll students are given a standardized test. This po~tion of the 

tudy explains the results of that.test which the students took 

t the beginning of their seventh grade year. 

The name of the test is the Comprehensive Test of Basic 

,kills Level 3-Form Q-Short Form Test of Academic Aptitude-

revel 4 Batch 4054 Group 002, or more commonly referred to as 

he C.T.B.Test. This test is produced by the McGraw Hill Com

,any of Monterey, California. The test was given at McLoughlin 

·unior High in Vancouver, Washington in September of 1972. 

There are three basic uses of the data gathered from the 

:.T.B. Test. First, is to determine how many students fall 

,n grade level, how many are above, and how many are below. 

rrade level in this case was calculated as anyone who received 

L score between 6.8 and 7.3. Anyone below 6.8 was considered 

>elow grade level and anyone above 7.3 was considered above 

;rade level. 

Second, is using the C.T.B. Test scores to determine 

10w many students would be considered academically high and how 

[any would be considered academically low. Students below 5.0 

iere categorized as academically low and students above 9.0 as 

1cademically high. 

Lastly, the C.T.B. Test re$ults are used to construct 

1verage grade point equivalents for each school. Each of the 

four portions of the test were considered and grade equivalents 

13 



or each school were resolved. 

The following graphs show the results of my findings as 

·elated to the C.T.B. Test results. 
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SUMMARY FOR GRAPHS G, H, I, J 

Graphs G, H, I, and J have been grouped together because. 

they all pertain to the subject of grade level. On these graphs 

there are three important points to consider. First, one must 

note the performance of students who attended Lieser Elementary 

School. Lieser had the highest ratio of students in the 6.8 or 

below category in all four areas. Seventy eight percent"of 

the Lieser students fell below 6.8 in the field of math. On the 

tqtal battery portion of the test only twenty one percent of the 

Lieser students received 7.3 or above. 

Next, consider the schools as a total unit. Marshall, 

Harney, and King all looked quite impressive in the field of 

reading. In language, King and Harney appeared to be approxi

mately at grade level with Narshall and Lieser considerably 

behind. Math appeared to .be the weakest area for all £or all 

four schools. 

15 

Another interesting observation is that in the field 

of math Harney scored the lowest in the classification of 6.8 or 

below and the highest in the grouping of 7.3 or above. King 

followed second with Marshall third and Lieser fourth. 

On the total battery, King again led the schools with Harney 

second and Narshall and Lieser following. 
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SUMMARY OF GRAPHS K, L, M, N 

In this portion of the study the intent was to find high and 

ow abilities in specific academic areas. Although King and 

arney had many more students in the 9.0 or above classification 

n the reading section of the test, no school had an extremely 

.igh percentage of students below the fifth grade level. 

In the field of language King was the only school to main

ain a higher percentage above 9.0 than below 5.0. 

On Graph M, which illustrates math scores, one notices the 

;uch higher percentage of students in the 5.0 to 9.0 grouping • 

. lso, one should note the very low percentage of students in the 

1
• 0 or above grouping. 

The total battery illustrates that the percentage of 5.0 or 

,elow are higher than the 9.0 or above in all cases with the 

:xception of Harney. 
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GRAPH 0 

The average grade point equivalent for each school on the 

C.T.B. Test is illustrated on Graph o. In the area of reading 

all schools, with the exception of Lieser, are above grade level. 

King and Harney schools are from one to one and one half years 

above grade level which indicates the reading levels on the 

C.T.B. Test of the students entering McLaughlin Junior Hlgh from 

Harney, Marshall, and King were quite impressive. 

The results of the language section of the C.T.B. Test show 

King at 7.4 Grade Point Equivalent and Harney at 7.0. Marshall 

and Lieser are well below these figures. Lieser was nearly one 

grade level lower than the other three schools on the language 

portion of the test. 

Math again appears to be the lowest academic ~rea for all 

schools represented. Here King and Harney are slightly below 

grade level with Marshall one year behind and Lieser one and one 

half years below the average grade level for their age. One 

should also note that in every category the schematic pattern 

of the schools has remained stable with the exception of math. 

In this area Harney has again jumped above the other three 

schools~ 

On the total battery portion of the C.T.B. Test it is once 

again apparent that King and Harney are near or above grade 

level and Marshall and Lieser are one half to one full grade 

level lower. 
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SURVEY 

~he third portion of this study deals with a survey given 

to the seventh grade students at McLoughlin Junior High in April, 

1973. This survey dealt with the social adjustment of the 

students during their first year at the school. 

Seven questions were included in the survey. Two were 

based upon the students' social adjustment at McLaughlin Junior 

High. The next two were directed toward their preparation for 

adjustment to junior high school while·attending elementary school. 

The last three questions dealt with student involvement at McLoughlin. 

One of the questions on this survey pertained to citizenship 

points earned by the students. Due to the fact that a large 

majority of the students were not sure how many points they had 

received, no results from this question could be computed. 
-

On the survey a student was asked to record his feelings on 

a continuous spectrum running from a negative response, such as 

"I haven't", to a positive reaction such as "great". For graphing 

purposes, two other responses were added which are, "it's ok" 

and "good". In addition to an initial reply the students were 

also given an option of explaining their answers. Some of the 

more common explanation will be mentioned. 
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GRAPH P 

The question on Graph P which states, How do you like clubs, 

activities, people, etc. at McLoughlin Junior High was intended 

to bring out an overall attitude of how the students felt toward 

the social environment at school. All four elementary schools 

gave very similar answers, however, Harney and King did have a 

slightly higher percentage of more positive responses. 

There were some interesting comments made by the students 

that dealt with clubs, activities, people, etc. at McLoughlin. 

The comment that was repeated most often was that all the 

activities and clubs were for eighth and ninth grade students. 

Many students felt that they did not know how to become involved 

in the clubs. Another feeling also became very apparent at this 

point in the study. Many of the students felt that last year 

they were the "big guys",.whereas this year they saw themselves 

as "little seventh graders". 

In summary, it appears that most students were fairly pleased 

with McLoughlin, but they do desire to have more opportunity for. 

clubs and activities. 
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GRAPH Q, 

Most students felt very positive toward their adjustment 

to McLoughlin Junior High. This was shown on Graph Q. By look

ing at the graph one sees that three of the schools, King, Harney, 

and Marshall all rated high in the two top c_ategories of "good" 

and "great" while Lieser students responded more to the classifi

cation of "it's oktt. The most important fact that was found on 

this question was that very few students felt that they had not 

adjusted to McLaughlin. 

Some comIIi.ents were also written on the question concerning 

adjustment. Most students felt that some adjustments from grade 

school were hard to make at first, but as time went on it became 

easier. Two comments made from all elementary schools with the 

exception of King were that they had some difficulty adjusting 

to more than one teacher, and moving from class to class. 
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GRAPH R 

Some interesting observations can be made in relation to 

the way students felt about clubs, activities, and people in 

the previous grade schools that they attended. One important 

point brought out was that there was a much higher percentage at 

King students who had more positive reactions to this question 

than students from the other three elementary schools. Forty 

five percent of the students from King classified the clubs, 

activities, people, etc. at their elementary school as 11 great". 
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Lieser students were charted with quite negative responses 

relating to academic adjustment at McLaughlin Junior High. These 

same students appeared to be much more positive toward the social 

adjustment at McLaughlin. This positive attitude is shown on 

Graph R where most Lieser students were pleased with the clubs, 

activities, and people at Lieser. 



Graph R 

33 

How did you like the clubs, activities, pecple 1 etc. in school 
last yeall"? 

a1 
/0 

1J. r--+-----.---t---+---t-f----,.--;---:----;---;------::--;-,----.---.---r--.-, 

{/1 

b~ 

9 

0 

3 

No 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

X • ,x. 
,x. ,x. 

O'-.X • 
~r-irT!Q '-. X • 0 

••C'-. X ••O 
X••O'-.X•O 

-••O X•O 
••C'-.X••C 

><••O'-.X••O· 
>< •· C X ••O 
x .. c X••O 
X ••C X -.c 
I didn't OK 

.. 0 
•. 0 
•. 0 
•. 0 
.. 0 
•. 0 
•. 0 
•• 

• • • • . . ,,,. .. 
••O '-.X •· O'-. 
••0'-.X••O'-. 
••0'-.X••O'-. 
••0'-.X••O'-. 
••O • .. • C 
••O •• 0 
••O •• 0 
•·C 

Good Great 

,[] MARSHALL . 

□ LIESER 

~ KING 

D HARNEY 



34 

GRAPHS 

Apparently, one of the most serious problems elementary 

schools face is socially preparing students for junior high. 

This study shows that all schools seemed quite weak in this as

pect of education. As Graph S shows, the percentage of students 

in the two more negative responses ("it didn't" to "it's ok") 

far outweighed the percentage of students in the two more posi

tive responses ( 11 good 11 to "great"). The only school that had 

more "great" responses than negative "it didn't" responses 

was Martin Luther King. 

The most interesting part of the social preparation from 

grade school came in the form of comments. Most students stated 

that the only preparation elementary teachers gave them was in 

the form of a threat. For example, after getting in trouble, the 

student would be told to straighten up because next year in 

junior high he would not be able to act in such a negative manner. 

Another interesting comment was made by some students. They 

felt that students who had experienced more than one teacher and 

had the opportunity to change classes had an advantage in adjus

ting to junior high. One important point to clarify is that this 

comment was mentioned more by students from schools other than 

King. 
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GRAPHS T and U 

The last two questions on the survey dealt with participation 

in activities and classroom offices. On the question of activities, 

two points should be made. The first being that half of the 

students from all of the schools, with the exception of Harney, 

did not participate in any activities in their first year of 

junior high. It was also shown that Harney seemed to have a much 

higher percentage of students involved in activities than the 

other three schools. 

An interesting, but not surprisin& thing happened when the 

students were asked how many had held offices this year. A much 

higher percentage of students from King were elected to offices 

compared with the other three schools. The reason for this may 

have been due to the fact that at King all sixth graders were 

together in one large complex. Because of this the students may 

have known one another better and created closer friendships than 

would have occured in three or four self-contained classrooms. 
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µive vou held anv offices at school this year? Block, A.~.B., 
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SUMMARY 

One must keep in mind that this study was conducted over a 

period of only one year. A .four or five year study would be 

much more significant. Also, as was stated before, it was a 

fact-finding study that I hope will provide information to help 

students in their transition from grade school to junior high. 

From this study many generalization can be made. Due to 
_, 
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the academic tools of grades and the C.T.B. Test, one can say that 

the seventh grade students as a group appeared to be strong in-:. the 

field of reading. This strength has been pointed out on Graphs 

A,C,E,G,K, and O. 

Math appeared to be the hardest academic area for the students 

to comprehend. The C.T.B. Test results in math were charted 

very low. However, when one looks at grades given to the students 

by teachers in the area of math, the outcome was very high. Also, 

Harney School Students seemed to be very strong in math. They 

consistently broke away from any set patterns that the other 

three schools developed. 

Lieser Elementary must be considered in this summary. 'They 

were low in almost every academic field on both the C.T.B.Test 

and on grades. This fact is reinforced on nearly every graph 

in the study. Even though they rated low_academically, Lieser 

students were charted as adjusting very well to the social 

aspects of junior high. One might have thought that low 

academic abilities correlated with low social adjustment, but 

this is not borne out by this study. 
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The study also indicated that the letter grading system does 

appear to be inconsistent. McLoughlin Junior High's grades seemed 

quite high and sometimes inconsistent with the C.T.B. Test scores. 

For example, 62% of the students surveyed in this study were 

below 6.8 on the math portion of the C.T.B. Test. However, only 

23% of the same students received lower than a "B" grade in math. 

The grades in the remaining fields were also inconsistent. In 

band and orchestra there were no grades lower than a "Bu. In 

physical education there was only one grade below a "C''. In 

summary, one can only say that the grade of "C" is not average at 

McLaughlin Junior High. 

F~nally, one must look at Martin Luther King Elementary 

School. The students from King appeared to be stronger academi

cally and socially than the students at Marshall, Harney, or 

Lieser. These students were at or near the top in every field 

of this study. The students from King had more positive feelinge 

about their elementary school and were also quite positive to

ward McLaughlin Junior High. From all of the information that 

has been collected it seems very apparent that the students from 

Martin Luther King do not have major difficulties in adjusting 

to their schoo.l program. 
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RECO.Mr1ENDATIONS 

Through this study some constructive recommendations can be 

made. First, a similar study should be conducted over the next 

five years. This would tend to give any findings more validity. 

This study would also help the elementary schools to detect their 

problems at an earlier stage. Many teachers often wonder where 

their weaknesses lie. Through similar studies these could be 

identified. Finally, an extended study should help the junior 

highs in evaluating their programs to better fit the needs o~ its 

incoming students. 

Second, each of the four elementary schools should objec

tively evaluate this study and their programs to find their 

individual strengths and weaknesses. If any of the feed~r schools 

feel their present programs need to be altered, a task force 

should be formed. The responsibility of this task force would be 

to identify the specific problems and develope constructive sol

utions. 

A third recommendation is that a task force be adopted to 

evaluate the reporting system presently used at McLaughlin Junior 

High. The findings of the task force should then be reported 

to the faculty and administrators thereby, revision could be 

made if neededo 

Finally, many seventh grade students reported that most of 

the activities at McLoughlin were for eighth and ninth grade 

students and few were offered to them. Many students also in

dicated on their survey sheets that they would like to become 
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more involved, but they did not know how. If more efforts and 

money were allotted to create activities for seventh grade students 

they would perhaps feel more a part of McLoughlin Junior High 

and would then more readily adapt to the junior high environment. 
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