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On Jan . 12 , 2020 , 
C-U at the Show, which 
d e s c r i b e s  i t s e l f  a s 
"Champaign-Urbana's 
Commun i t y  The a t r e 
Resource," had an award 
show for local commu-
n i t y  t h e a t r e  c a l l e d 
the C-U at the Show 
Globes. This was the 
f irst  year the Globes 
have taken place.

The Globes featured 
18 categories, and the 
Parkland College Theatre 
wa s  n o m i n a t e d  f o r 
13 of them. Parkland 
e n d e d  u p  w i n n i n g 

in six of these cate-
gories. Out of these 
s ix  awards , four  o f 
them were for “Young 
Frankenstein”: Autumn 
Ell is for Outstanding 
Comedic Performance; 
Outstanding Production 
of a Musical ; Mallory 
Sellers for Outstanding 
Actress in a Musical ; 
and Brian Morgan for 
Ou t s t and ing  Sound . 
The other two awards 
were for “Elephant ’s 

G r a v e y a r d , ”  w h i c h 
include Michael O’Brien 
fo r  Outs tand ing  Se t 
Design. The produc-
t ion won Outstanding 
Production of a Play.

Parkland Theatre also 
received nominations 
i n  o the r  c a t ego r i e s 
including Outstanding 
Suppo r t i ng  Ac t r e s s , 
Outstanding Supporting 
Actor, Outstanding Actor 
in a Musical, Outstanding 
Choreography, 

Ou t s t and ing  L i gh t s , 
Outstanding Costuming, 
a n d  O u t s t a n d i n g 
Direct ion.

Community theatre 
p l ay s  and  mus i c a l s 
that were put on in 
2019 in Champaign-
Urbana were el igible 
for nominations. Brian 
Morgan, Theatre Director 
at Parkland, told the 
Prospectus that , “The 
creator of [C-U at the 
Show ]  E r i c  S chach t 
t h o u g h t  h a v i n g  a n 

T h i s  s p r i n g ,  t h e 
Prospectus welcomed 
A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r 
Matthew  Watt  as the 
faculty advisor for design.

A natural talent, Watt 
began his college career 
studying graphic design, 
but eventually switched 
his major after developing 
a strong interest in draw-
ing. He has a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts in drawing 
from Eastern Michigan 
University as well as a 
Master of Fine Arts in 
painting from Savannah 
College of Art Design. 
Watt said that he generally 
considers himself a fi ne 
artist, but values design 
as, “A process for fi nding 
creative solutions to visual 
problems.” His artistic 
practices combine digi-
tal and analog processes. 

Watt’s work has been 
exhibited in several places 
across the U.S. While he 
was living in Georgia, 
some of his paintings were 
featured in an exhibit at 
Jacksonville International 
Airport in Florida. He 
drove down to see the 
exhibition and said it was 
one of his favorites.

 Some  o f  h i s  work 
has also been featured 
in national publications 
such as Art in America. 
Additionally, Watt has 

curated several exhibi-
tions, including a couple 
at Parkland’s very own 
Giertz Gallery. He also 
curated shows at Delta 
College Art Gallery in 
Michigan. 

Ou t s ide  o f  a r t  and 
design, Watt loves music. 
He has played guitar since 
childhood and has had a 
couple of opportunities to 
study classical guitar. He 
is also interested in elec-
tronic music and sound 
design. He plans to incor-
porate sound production 
into his Motion Design 
class at Parkland this 
semester.

“Graphic  des igners 
need to possess skills 
in motion and broad-
cast  design,” he said. 
“Designers need to be 
equipped to work with 
sound.”

Watt joined Parkland’s 
Fine and Applied Arts 
department in 2005 as 
a professor in the ar t 
and design program. He 
said that when it comes 
to teaching, you always 
have to keep expanding 
your knowledge because 
the world and the needs 
of students are constantly 
changing. He has been 
teaching at the college 
level for almost 20 years, 
but still fi nds that he learns 
more each semester.

O n  J a n .  1 ,  2 0 2 0 
I l l i no i s  became the 
11 th s ta te  to  lega l i ze 
c annab i s  fo r  r e c r e -
a t iona l  use . 

I n  I l l i n o i s ,  t h e 
Cannabis  Regula t ion 
a nd  Tax  Ac t  l e g a l -
i zes  and regula tes  the 
product ion, consump-
t i o n ,  a n d  s a l e  o f 
cannabis . The ac t  was 
passed in both houses 
on May 31 , 2019 and 

went  in to  e f fec t  the 
f i r s t  o f  th i s  year. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Cannabis  Regula t ion 
and Tax Ac t , in  the 
state of Illinois, citizens 
can now possess  up to 
30 grams of  cannabis 
f lower, f ive  grams of 
cannabis concentrate , 
and  500  m i l l i g r ams 
of  THC produc ts , or 
te t r ahydrocannabi -
no l  in fused produc ts , 

w h i c h  i n c l u d e  t h e 
chemica l  respons ib le 
for  the  "h igh"  fee l ing . 
By law, I l l ino is  v i s i -
tors  can only  possess 
hal f  of  these amounts .

When i t  i s  in  your 
car, cannabis  must  be 
kept  in  i t s  o r ig ina l 
conta iner, unopened, 
and out  o f  reach of 

the  dr iver. I t  i s  not  to 
be consumed in  the 
car  or  whi le  dr iv ing . 

W h i l e  c a n n a b i s 
m a y  b e  c o n s u m e d 
in  one ’s  home , use 
i s  s t i l l  res t r i c ted in 
publ ic  areas , in  motor 
vehic les , near  po l i ce 
o f f i cers , school  bus 
dr ivers , f i re f ighters , 

cor rec t ions  o f f i cers , 
and around ind iv id -
ua l s  who are  under 
the  age of  21 . 

P a r k l a n d  C o l l e g e 
Po l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t 
Of f i cer, Sam Penland, 
was  ab le  to  prov ide 
the  Prospec tus  wi th 
more ins ight  regard -
ing the  new cannabis 
laws, and how they may 
per ta in  to  Park land 
College students, staff, 

and facu l ty.  
Dr iv ing under  the 

in f luence  o f  a  THC 
con t a in ing  p roduc t , 
i s  i l l e g a l  a n d  i s , 
“Under  the  umbre l la 
o f  dr iv ing under  the 
i n f l u ence ,” Pen l and 
s a i d .  O f f i c e r s  w i l l 
sub jec t  the  dr iver  to 
non-standardized field 
sobr ie ty  tes t s  such as 

See Cannabis| Page 3

See Theatre | Page 2See Watt | Page 2
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What to know about cannabis use

Parkland Theatre brings home awards 

Prospectus        welcomes 
Professor Watt

Parkland College Police Of� cer, Somphon Penland, speaks during the recreational cannabis legalization information session on Jan 22. 

"Elephant's Graveyard," produced at Parkland College in October 2019, won two awards at the C-U at the Show 
Globes this January. This was the � rst year that the Globes have taken place. 

By ERIN MORRISON

By MICHELLE BARNHART

By MASON GENTRY
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theatre
AT PARKLAND COLLEGE

FEBRUARY 6–16
217/351-2528 • PARKLAND.EDU/THEATRE

*THIS SHOW CONTAINS DESCRIPTIONS OF SEXUAL ABUSE, INCEST, 
AND ITS AFTERMATH.

“I enjoy being a college 
p r o f e s s o r  b e c au s e  I 
enjoyed being a student,” 
he said. “I value learning.”

Watt also said he loves 
teaching because he gets 

to help people realize their 
goals and improve their 
lives. His Parkland staff 
bio states, “My goal is to 
provide students with a 
rigorous and supportive 
environment where they 
can develop as skilled 
artists, possessing the 
self-confi dence and criti-
cal awareness they need 
to engage the world in 
which they live.” 

After about a year at 
Parkland, Watt stepped 
into the role of Program 
Di rec tor  fo r  Graph ic 
Design. He initially only 
held this posit ion for 
three years but has since 
returned and is happy 
to be back in the role. 
He described graphic 
design as a “compelling 
discipline.”

Now that he has joined 

the Prospectus, Watt will 
be advising the design 
team by providing guid-
ance on the layout of the 
paper and website. When 
asked what sparked his 
interest in this position, 
Watt said that he is looking 

forward to collaborating 
with people from all over 
campus. He said it can be 
easy for people to become 
sectioned off in their own 
programs or departments 
and that it is benefi cial to 
branch out and experience 
other perspectives. 

Lastly, Watt shared what 
he hopes to accomplish 
during his time with the 
Prospectus. 

“I  want to help the 
students who run the 
paper to craft something 
that they are proud of,” 
he said. He explains that 
designing the Prospectus 
is a good, real-world expe-
rience for graphic design 
students. “I want to make 
su re  tha t  the  des i gn 
students who work for the 
Prospectus have a positive 
experience.” 

awards program each 
year  would he lp us 
fur ther celebrate the 
work we have accom-
plished over the year 
and serve as a place 
for al l  the community 
theatre practitioners to 
come together.” 

Parkland’s  produc-
t ions  o f  "E lephant ’s 
G r avey a r d " ,  " Young 
Frankenstein", and "Peter 
and the Starcatcher" 
received nominations.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 

HeatherAnn Layman, 
the Production Assistant 
for the Parkland theatre, 
"Elephant’s Graveyard," 
which was directed by 
Latre l le Bright , is  a 
play based on the true 
historical story of an 
Elephant named Mary 
who was hanged in 
Tennessee. The play was 
performed at Parkland 
in October of 2019. 

"Young 
Frankenstein,"which 
w a s  d i r e c t e d  b y 
Chelsea Coll ier Zych, 
w a s  p e r f o r m e d  a t 

Parkland in Apri l  of 
2019. Layman said it is 
a musical based on the 
Mel Brooks movie of 
the same name. "Peter 
and the Starcatcher," 
a pre-story of Peter 
Pan, was directed by 
Ma t thew Green  and 
performed at Parkland 
in November of 2019. 

Other  produc t ions 
a l s o  p e r f o r m e d  a t 
Parkland in 2019 were 
" C o m e  B l o w  Yo u r 
Horn," which was the 
28th annual  s tudent 
product ion, d i rec ted 

by Melissa Goldman. 
The production took 
p lace  las t  February. 
There were two new 
Actors ’ Studio Series 
shows, which include 
"Dear Brutus" directed 
by D. J . Bai ley and 
"A Chr i s tmas  Caro l " 
d i rec ted by Michae l 
O’Brien. 

The product ion of 
"A  Chr i s tmas  Caro l " 
was also a fundraising 
radio drama. Morgan 
said the Actors’ Studio 
Series is , “a series of 
three shows that are 

comple te ly  done by 
students and is funded 
by an I.D.E.A.S. Grant 
from Parkland College.” 

While Morgan said 
t h a t  t h e  announce -
men t  o f  t h e  shows 
coming in the 2020-
2021 season was not 
yet public , he did say 
they would be having 
more shows than in 
p rev ious  s emes t e r s . 
“Next year we wil l  be 
doing four main stage 
shows and… two student 
productions,” Morgan 
told the Prospectus. 

The theatre at Parkland 
c o n t i n u e s  t o  g r o w 
from its f i rst  year in 
1989with the 2018- 2019 
theatre season being 
the Parkland theatre’s 
30th anniversary.

To  check  ou t  the 
list of shows available 
th i s  thea t re  season , 
head to the Parkland 
College Theatre website 
which can be found 
at https://www.park-
land.edu/Audience/
Community-Business/
Parkland-Presents/
Theatre. 

Watt from page 1

Theatre from page 1

“I enjoy being a college 
professor because I enjoyed 
being a student,” he said. “I 
value learning.”

Associate professor Matthew Watt joined Parkland’s Fine and Applied Arts department in 2005.
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a f inger-counting test , 
f inger- to-nose tes t , or 
the  ABC tes t .

A l ong  w i t h  t h e s e 
tes t s , “Of f i cers  a l so 
s t i l l  car r y  d i sposable 
f ie ld  tes t s  to  tes t  for 
THC,” Penland sa id .

CBD , o r  c annab i -
d io l , which i s  another 
c o m p o u n d  i n  t h e 
cannabis  p lant , may 
be used when oper -
a t ing a  motor  vehic le . 
However, the  chemi -
ca l  i s  known to  have 
s ide  e f fec t s  such as 
d rows iness  o r  l i gh t 
headedness. If the user 
experiences these side 
e f fec t s , they should 
not  dr ive  or  opera te 
any motor  vehic le . 

The law st i l l  prohib-
i t s  a n y  p o s s e s s i o n 
or  use  a t  a  co l lege 
campus . 

Pe n l a n d  t o l d  t h e 
Prospec tus  tha t , “ In 
regard to medical  card 
holders  be ing exempt 
f rom school  grounds , 
tha t  on ly  appl ies  to 
K-12 schools ,” under 
Ash ley ’s  Law. 

Penland cont inued 
t h a t ,  “ R e c r e a t i o n a l 
mari juana and medici -
na l  cannabis  i s  i l l ega l 
at community col leges 
and  c ampuse s .  You 
cannot  smoke i t  o r 
p o s s e s s  i t ,  p e r i o d . 

This  i s  because of  the 
Drug-Free Schools and 
Communi t ies  Ac t .”

Students 21 and over 
are  lega l ly  a l lowed to 
be under the inf luence 
of  cannabis  whi le  on 
campus or  in  c lass  i f 
t hey  a r e  no t  be ing 
d is rupt ive  to  o thers . 
Th is  means  tha t  one 
should not  d i s t r ac t -
ingly smell of cannabis 
and should main ta in 
appropria te behavior. 
Coa t s  o r  r emovab le 
c lothing that  smel ls  of 
cannabis  can be le f t 
in  one of  the  many 
lockers  found around 
the co l lege . 

If students or faculty 
n o t i c e  a  r e c u r r i n g 
disruption, the faculty 
member, “Would prob-
ab ly  take tha t  s tudent 
out  of  c lass , take them 
to  the  Dean ’s  o f f i ce , 
and t r y  to  spray them 
d o w n  a n d  F e b r e z e 
them and ge t  them in 
a  more  appropr i a t e 
s ta te  so  tha t  they can 

re turn to  the  learn -
i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t , ” 
Penland sa id . 

There  are  s t i l l  r i sks 
a s soc ia ted  wi th  the 
possess ion or  use  o f 
cannabis  for, “Lawfu l 
permanent  res idents 
o f  the  U.S . (a  “green 
card” holder),” accord-
ing to  an ar t i c le  by 
a t torney Richard L ink 
of  no lo .com.

In the  ar t i c le , L ink 
w r o t e  t h a t ,  “ E v e n 
though your s ta te may 
not  conv ic t  you for 
us ing mar i juana for 
medica l  purposes , the 
f ede r a l  gove r nmen t 
c an .” He  con t i nued 
t h a t ,  “ I t ’ s  p o s s i b l e 
tha t  the  U.S . govern-
ment  wi l l  a l lege tha t 
your  medica l  use  o f 
mar i juana const i tu tes 
abuse or  addic t ion .”

 For more information 
abou t  the  Cannab i s 
Regu l a t i on  and  Tax 
Ac t , v i s i t  the  I l l ino is 
G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y 
webs i te  a t  i lga .gov.

Cannabis from page 1 “Recreational marijuana and 
medicinal cannabis is illegal 
at community colleges and 
campuses. You cannot smoke 
it or possess it, period. This 
is because of the Drug-Free 
Schools and Communities Act.”

Parkland’s Lotte Miller dribbles into tough defense. 
Photo by Sidney Mounts

Photo by Scott Landells

Illustration by Madison Willcoxen

Parkland Chief of Police, William Colbrook discusses the new cannabis 
leagalization act and its impact on students on Jan 22. 

While cannabis may be consumed in one’s home, use is still restricted in public areas, in motor vehicles, near police officers, school bus drivers, fire-
fighters, corrections officers, and around individuals who are under the age of 21. 
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Michelle Barnhart is 
one of the Prospectus’ 
s t u d e n t  r e p o r t -
e r s .  O r i g i na l l y  f r om 
California, Barnhart has 
spent nearly her entire 
life in Champaign where 
s h e  g r a du a t e d  f r om 
Centennial High School 
in 2018. In the fall of 
2018, Barnhar t began 
her journey as a Cobra 
at Parkland College by 
pursuing a degree in 
liberal arts and sciences. 

C o m i n g  f r o m  a 
f a m i l y  w i t h  a  j o u r -
nal ism and repor t ing 
backg round , j o in ing 
the Prospectus was an 
easy choice. Barnhart’s 
mother has a journal-
ism degree and wrote 
for her college newspa-
per and her father is a 
sports broadcaster. She 
also has a passion for 
creative writing which 
she intends to pursue 

a degree in after trans-
ferring to the University 
of I l l inois or Eastern 
Illinois University. 

“ M y  n u m b e r  o n e 
hobby is creative writ-
ing. I have been writing 
fo r  a s  l ong  a s  I  c an 
remember. For a long 
t ime, I  wanted to  be 
an actress so I would 
make up skits and plays 
and TV shows in  my 
head and act them out 
a t  home  o r  w i t h  my 
fr iends. Eventual ly, I 
realized that I was not 
a  ve r y  good ac t re s s , 
and the whole t ime I 
was actually writing,” 
Barnhart said. 

H e r  w r i t i n g  j o u r -
ney began early in her 
c h i l d h o o d .  “ W h e n  I 
was in  k indergar ten , 
I would write picture 
books and read them 
to my c lass . As I  got 
older, I  graduated to 

chapter books and even-
tually started writing a 
series that I still work 
on today… My goal is 
to become an author of 
young adult fiction or a 
screenwriter.”

B a r n h a r t  i n i t i a l l y 
joined the Prospectus in 
the fall of 2019. “I obvi-
ously love writing and 
I figured it would be a 
great place for me to 
explore and expand my 
skills, and also get more 
involved in the Parkland 
community,” she said. 

W h e n  a s k e d  h o w 
the  s tuden t  newspa -
p e r  h a s  i n f l u e n c e d 
he r  a s  a  pe r son  and 
student, she responded, 
“The  Prospec tus  has 
helped me to step out 
o f  my comfor t  zone . 
I’m usually a very shy 

and reserved person, so 
approaching people for 
interviews is something 
I’ve had to get used to. 
But I enjoy it; I’ve loved 
learning about things 
that are happening at 
Pa rk l and  and  in  t he 
community.” 

Along with stepping 
out of her comfort zone, 
Barnhart also mentioned 
that the newspaper has 
strengthened her writing 
skills. “The Prospectus 
ha s  a l s o  made  me  a 
better writer. News writ-
ing  was  someth ing  I 
had never done before I 
joined, so it took some 
adapting,” she said. “As 
a creat ive wri ter, I ’m 
used to  go ing in to  a 
lot of detail and using 
flowery vocab and wrap-
ping everything up or 

having a story come full 
circle… They say a good 
wr i te r  i s  one who i s 
able to write in various 
genres and styles and 
being on the Prospectus 
has helped me to do 
that.”

Barnhart reported that 
what she enjoys most 
about the Prospectus is, 
“…seeing how every-
one contributes to the 
p a p e r  i n  t h e i r  o w n 
un ique  ways . See ing 
the final product every 
T h u r s d a y  i s  a l w ay s 
fun. Everyone on the 
team is super talented 
and great to work with 
and  I  l ove  t he  w ide 
r ange  o f  ma jo r s  and 
perspectives.”

The student reporter 
h a s  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t s 
outside Parkland. One 
of her interests is abnor-
mal  psychology. “ I ’m 
just really interested in 

the human mind and 
how biology and soci-
ology work together to 
shape people.” 

Barnhar t also has a 
love for animals. She 
has many pets includ-
ing a  newly  adopted 
pug named Charley and 
a cat named after the 
Hunger Games charac-
ter, Finnick. 

If you are looking to 
find out what is happen-
i ng  a r ound  c ampus , 
Barnhar t  is  a per fec t 
person to go to. Each 
week of this semester, 
she will be publishing 
articles to be distributed 
around campus in hopes 
o f  sha r ing  wha t  you 
need to know about day 
to day life at Parkland. 
Look out for her ar ti-
cles every Thursday in 
not only this edition but 
also future editions of 
the paper.

Meet the staff: Michelle Barnhart

Pictured is Michelle Barnhart, one of the Prospectus student reporters. She is currently pursuing a degree in liberal arts and sciences and intends to pursue a degree in 
creative writing after transferring to the University of Illinois or Eastern Illinois University.

Bree Trimble prepares for a wide-open three-point shot. 
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While preparing for the events 
for Black History Month, assistant 
director of Admissions and member 
of Parkland’s Black History Month 
Committee, Nick Sanders highlighted 
some events for the Prospectus. 

The committee has been work-
i n g  o n  t h e  e v e n t s  f o r  B l a c k 
History Month since October. This 
Wednesday, their hard work came to 
fruition with a Black History Month 
kickoff luncheon from 11:30 a.m.-
1:30 p.m. in the cafeteria.

The kickoff had a DJ and enter-
tainment, and i t  included awards 
and  recogn i t ions . Sander s  sa id , 
"This event is to build community. 
Often in most cultures, epecial ly 
black culture, one of the ways we 
build community is through eating 
together.

For the awards, Parkland faculty 
have nominated black students that 
they f ind have done good in the 
community and academically. The 
s tudents  wi l l  be  fea tured in  the 
Prospectus later this month, and 
they received a certificate to recog-
nize them for their achievements.

The theme for the entire month of 
February is “The Black Experience.” 
Sanders elaborated on the theme by 
saying, “The reason we chose ‘The 
B lack  Exper ience ’ i s  tha t  o f ten , 
people from outside of our culture 
think of black people in a certain 
type of way, but there’s all differ-
ent types of personalities in African 
American culture. Whether that ’s 
people who are nerds, people who 
are really cool, athletes, whether 
that ’s  pol i t ics , dance. There is  a 
whole spectrum of black culture. 
I think this month’s events really 
does a good job of highlighting all 
of things in black culture that we 
are really good at and that we can 
really excel at.” 

 Dr. Fowler of Parkland’s politi-
cal science department is hosting 

an event where he will be speak-
ing about Malcolm X and Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. He will be talking 
about their different philosophies 
and mentalities toward black people, 
particularly in America. 

There will also be an event hosted 
by  Soc i o l ogy  p ro fe s so r,  Eve l yn 
Reynolds, about black Muslims in 

America and how they are perceived. 
Dean Turner wi l l  be speaking at 
an event for Black Cinema. Dean 
Turner will talk about actors and 
a c t r e s s e s ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  p eop l e 
behind the cameras . Turner  wi l l 
be discussing how black filmmak-
ers  are te l l ing these s tor ies  that 
not only black people can identify 

with, but anyone could. 
Donna Tanner-Herald, who serves 

as a counselor in Counseling and 
Advising, will host a two-part series 
on black relationships. 

Jordan Butts, a former Parkland 
student who got his degree in auto-
motive technology, will be speaking 
about  h is  own cus tom shop and 
entrepreneurship. 

“There are a lot of things that we 
are highlighting to kind of dispel 
the myth that black people are one 
type of way. They can be a wide 
range o f  th ings  and we want  to 
celebrate that,” Sanders said. 

S a n d e r s  a l s o  m e n t i o n e d  t h e 
te rm “eduta in ,” where  he  wants 
s tudents to be enter tained while 
getting educated at the same time. 
He  expressed  tha t  he  fee l s  l ike 
all events have this component to 
make them successful. The college 
has already received some publicity 
for the events. Champaign Public 
Access Television wil l  be f i lming 
one of the presentations, and there 
has even been some press from The 
News Gazette. 

When asked what he would like 
the students of Parkland to know 
about these events , Sanders said 
tha t  he  wants  s tudents  to  know 
tha t  t hey  a r e  we l come . “ I  wan t 
them to know that they can come 
to them. That they can attend. That 
they  shou ld  a t t end . I  t h ink  i t ’s 
good for not just black students, 
but al l  students to come out and 
experience things and learn some 
th ings ,” he sa id . “We are hav ing 
a Dine and Discuss. We will feed 
you for free so come on out. And, 
just come and support your other 
students. I often hear students talk 
about how there is  nothing here 
to do...so we have some program-
ming so  tha t  you can come and 
experience. Come enjoy the vibe 
of music. Come get educated from 
different presentations. Or partici-
pate in spoken word. Come on out 
and show your support.”

By LINDSAY COX

Black History Month events set for February

Nyiyah Bland, a member of the Queens Association, poses for the Black Queens 
Rock promotional event for Feb. 3rd.

Nia Neal, one of Parkland's basketball players, looks for an opening against John Wood player, Bre Bordewick. 

Photo by Marcus Flinn

Photo by Sidney Mounts
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The Perimeter Road 
S ing les  Ser ies  began 
i n  2 0 1 9  d u r i n g  t h e 
f a l l  s e m e s t e r  w i t h 
t h r e e  s i n g l e s ,  e a c h 
being recorded, mixed, 
mastered, and released 
b y  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n 
charge of  the record 
l a b e l  w i t h i n  a  o n e -
month time frame. The 
plan for the series was 
to  g i ve  the  s tuden t s 
a n d  t h e  l a b e l  n e w 
content to release and 
p r omo t e  on  a  r e gu -
lar basis with shorter 
deadlines. This series 
i s  a n  a l t e r n a t i ve  t o 

w h a t  t h e  l a b e l  h a s 
been doing for numer-
o u s  y e a r s  w i t h  f u l l 
a l bum  p r o j e c t s  t h a t 
s p a n n e d  m u l t i p l e 
semesters. 

T h e  f i r s t  s i n g l e 
tha t  was  re leased in 
t h e  s e r i e s  wa s  " Fa l l 
from Grace" by Sonic 
C a t h a r s i s ,  w h i c h  i s 
t h e  s o l o  p r o j e c t  o f 
longtime record label 
member William Penne. 
The second s ingle in 
the  se r i e s  was  " Los t 
in Space" by The 11th 
Hour, the side project 
of Jason Hayes, who is 
the music director and 
product ion specia l is t 
at Parkland's very own 

WPCD rad io  s t a t ion . 
H a y e s  w r o t e  a n d 
pe r fo r med  t h e  s ong 
except for the drums 

which were performed 
by Tim Hehn. 

The third s ingle in 
the series that wrapped 
up the fall 2019 semes-
t e r  wa s  " H o p i n g  t o 
M a k e  i t  B a c k "  b y 
Grounded Children, a 

collaboration between 
n u m e r o u s  P a r k l a n d 
s t u d e n t s  i n c l u d i n g , 
A l e x  J o cku s ch ,  W i l l 

Frillman, Joey Kimbro, 
and Jacob Arie. 

T h e  f o u r t h  s i n g l e 
in the Perimeter Road 
Singles Series will be 
by local  s inger-song-
wr i t e r,  An ika  Emi l y. 
T h e  s o n g  i s  c a l l e d 

" T h e  F i n i s h  L i n e . ” 
Emily is an extremely 
talented musician who 
per forms in the local 

Champaign-Urbana 
m u s i c  c o m m u n i t y . 
Anika has per formed 
l ive many t imes over 
the past year at venues 
a r ound  c ampus  l i ke 
Canopy Club, Exile on 
Ma in  S t . ,  B l a ckb i rd , 

Iron Post, Sipyard, the 
IMC, and many more. 

E m i l y  a l s o  h o s t s 
a  mon th ly  open  mic 
n i g h t  a t  E s p r e s s o 
Royale called, Espresso 
Yo u r s e l f  C a f é .  T h e 
open  mic  n igh t s  a re 
t h e  f i r s t  T h u r s d a y s 
of  every month f rom 
6-9 p.m. All styles are 
we l c o m e ,  a n d  m o r e 
i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  b e 
found on the Espresso 
Yourself Café Facebook 
page. 

 “I hope that people 
w i l l  h e a r  my  m u s i c 
and be able to connect 
w i t h  m y  e m o t i o n s , 
music has always been 
an outlet for me, and 
I  h o p e  m y  a u t h e n -
t ic lyrics might make 
people feel a little less 
alone,” Emily told the 
Prospectus. 

R e c o r d i n g  o n  h e r 
s i n g l e  s t a r t e d  t h i s 
week, and the students 
working at the record 
label plan to complete 
recording and release 
w o r l d w i d e  i n  m i d -
February via all music 
s t r e a m i n g  s e r v i c e s . 
Currently, there is no 
f inalized date for the 
release of the music. 

Al l  the singles that 
h ave  b e e n  r e l e a s e d 
so far  and a l l  fu ture 
r e l e a s e s  c a n  b e 
s t r eamed and  down-
loaded a t  the labe l ’s 
website which can be 
found at perimeterroad.
bandcamp.com. 

All of the songs are 
also available on music 
s t r e a m i n g  s e r v i c e s 
like Spotify and Apple 
Music.

The label does plan 
t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  s i g n 
b a n d s  f o r  E P s  a n d 
larger  pro jec ts  again 
in the future, but this 
n e w  a p p r o a c h  h a s 
been a fun shift for the 
students and staff. 

By ANDREW WANER

“I hope that people will hear my music 
and be able to connect with my emotions, 
music has always been an outlet for me, 
and I hope my authentic lyrics might make 
people feel a little less alone.”

Perimeter Road to release fourth singles series mid-February

Anika Emily, the latest musician to record a single for Perimeter Roads’ Single Series. 

 Alex Specht lets the clock run out in the fi nal quarter of Saturday’s game.
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Corrections: We strive to publish fair and accurate information. 

Please let us know if you believe a correction to published content

is in order.

Letters to the Editor: Contributions must be original work by the 

contributor, typed, include the contributor’s name, and sent to 

prospectus@parkland.edu. The Prospectus reserves the right to 

edit or deny any contributions.

Employment: If you are interested in working with the Prospectus, 

go to prospectusnews.com/work-with-us/

Advertising: Interested in advertising with us? Go to prospectus-

news.com/advertising for more information.

Prospectus Press Offi ce
Room U111
2400 W. Bradley Ave.
Champaign, IL 61821
prospectus@parkland.edu
217/351-2492

Did you know? All unused issues of the Prospectus 
are recycled or donated to the Parkland College 
Veterinary Technology program.

The Prospectus works to proliferate information relevant to Parkland-goers and provide its student 
workers with a space conducive to the learning environment.
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