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CHAPTER I
BACKOROUND AND CRICING OF THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE FAIR

The North Carolina State Falr played a significant role in the economie
awakening of North Carolina that ocowrved during the second half of the
nincteenth cantury, From its formation in 1853 wntil the Oranger movement,
the North Cardline State Agrieultwral Soclety and the falr which it sponsored
roprosonted the only organised attempie to bring agricultural reforms to the
farners of the entire state, Throughout the nineteenth century the falr
sarved as a modium through vhich North Carolina farmere were acquainted with
btlooded livestock, the latest fmw mechinery, and fmoroved farming metheds,
Tte annual axhibite of swericr fau products both created and helped to
raintain the farmer's interest in agrieulture) reforms, In addition to ine
stigating refams in sgrieniture the falr attempted to encowrage Nerth
Cerolina's industrial development, On a less serious side, the fair provided
an enjoyatile holidey for thovsands of North Carolinisns end was the biggest
event of the yoor in the lives of mamy of the state's rurel citizens,

The fair's formation was a result of an agricultural reforn movement
within the state, iteelf o part of a larger peneral reform movement which
began in emxmest after 1835 and reached ite peak duwring the last decade of
the ante~-bellun period, To wnderstend this movement for agricultwal reforn
and how 1t led to the fair's estallishment, 1t is necossary to triefly exsmine
the agrioultural conditions that existed in ante-bellum Horth Carolina,

fnto-bellum Horth Carolina had obtained a nation wide reputation for
its agrimltural baclumrdness, e reputation vhich was, regrettably, well



deserved, Tho sgricultural methods used by the stote's farmors were ourw
prisingly eimilar to those used by its firet settlers, lost farmers relied
on superstition to govern their planting emd harvesting, Few attempted to
fortilize their crops, and those who did lmew little of the seientifie
application of fertilizers, The sversge farmer was ignorent of how correct
nethods of t111ing the soll could imrove his erop, lands were badly overe
Mmmmmwgmmwrmwnwu
mmmm:. mmmmumwmnuunmmy
um&amﬁﬂd&mﬂy&dﬂ&fm. Sudh oconditions ware,
mfortunately, mrevalent throughout the state,

Agrialtwal implements used by the mmte-bellum Worth Carolina farmer
wore badly outdated, Only a fow of the state's more progressive farmers
posgesoed modern farm machinery, Udmmé Ruffin wvas surprised to find that
the siele vas used %o harvest grain on somo of the state's largest famo,
Plows uced on lorth Carclina farmo were doscribed as "wost sbewrd," A
farmer from Pdgecovbe County, the most progressive agricultural county of
ante-bollue North Carolina, could say in 1853 that the average farmer's
implements were "tut the arvdest, and that is kept prostrate bty importetions
dMWMMWM"

Livestock received ruch loss attention from the sntewbellim farmer than
@did fleld erops, and the appoaranco of most of the stod: attested to this

m; 1956): Pe T5s mmm eited as m' ﬂmﬂﬂllill i E ll




fact, Tho vast majority of the state's cattle were a mixture of several

mm.wanymummwrwwmum.s The first regloe
tared Wl was btrought into the state in 1841, Sheep were left to shift
for themsolvea, and a system of "root,; hog, or dle"™ was used bty most of

the farvers vho raiced swine, The comon "rasor back® or range hog come
prised the majority of the state's swine herds, and few blooded ewine were
%o be found, mm.uwwmwémmmwmw
the farmer, vho folt no need to care for them,

The state's retarded agrioultural development was caused by several
factors, Having no port of any eonsequence and few navigable rivers, North
Carolina wme feced with a transportation prodlen, For years the state governe
ment aid 1ittle to help overcome this handicap, almost ignering completely
the farsor's eries for intemal improvements, There were fow reilroads in
the state mrior to 1840, and roads were meve trails, ususlly filled with
.ummwma.? Such a system severely handicapped the fermer in his
efforts to market his produse and, at times, mede marketing impossible, As
thore were no publie schools wtil 1840, and fev privete onos, the majority
of North Carolina's farners possessed no formal education, Thus ignmorance
provented, to a large degree, the state's agricultural progress, Tradition
also helped to keep North Carolins apriculturally backward, Moot of the
farnors chose to scoept the methods used by their fathers without questioning

’Morth Ceroling Plagter, T (Jemaary, 195), 23,
6&0&” Se Mia g s
Agrianltural w vmz
19, 90-91. 103,
Hugh Ts uﬂn- and Albert Ray lewsame, Horih
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their merits, The state's varn climate, plentiful pame end fidh, and meny
wild fruits and borries, things usually emsidered a blossing, proved a
detriment to progressive agriculture, Some rwwal North Carclinisns, finding
that they could procure a living without emerting a larpe amommt of offort,
wore 1ittle indined to becoms farmers in the true semse of the word,

Regardless of their cawes; in a state vhose omonomy was almopt entire-
1y agriexltural, such conditions as those proviously deseribed were
partioularly damaging, MMWMW:&;%
state's formers, The morale of the poople in genoval was low, Faced with
the cholce of refomm, contimwd poverty, or migretion, thousands of Nerth
Carolinians chose the latter slternative, joining s mass migratiosm to the
mmmg

The plight of snte-bellum North Carolinets agrieulture &1d not go
wmoticed by the state's agricultursl and politicsl leaders, meny of vhom
bogan to call for reform, COeorge W, Jeffreys, North Carclina's leading -
early sgrioultursl reforner, stated that the state of agrieulture in Nerth
Carolina vas "at the lowest obb," Tut he also neled signs of improvements
which he hoped would ecomtimme, Jeffyeys published in 1819 a series of 47
osenys on wvarious agrieultural subjects in an effort to encoursge aprie
mmmm Other prominent wen alse began to expwess thelr
opinien of vhat sction should bo taken to rectify the state's sgricultwral
condition, Denison Olmeted, rrefessor st the University of North Caroline,
sugpeatod that intellipence should be uwsed in farmivy as well as in other

e
:!Wr Aexicultural Develoumadas Pe 75

Tugh Hill Yooten wwmmm 1800.1850,"
mmam&xwmtw, 1953), 6T, ’
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usiness enteryrises, Paul C. Cameron, ome of the state's leading planters,
belioved thet the farmers would have to take pride in their work before
mmwmmnmm.n Though these and other ine
dividuals recognized the state's agrimltwral problems and offered sugpestions
gimed at tholir solution, organisation to promote sgricultursl refornm was
lseldng,

The first scoblance of organised refornm activity was the organisation
of agriculturel socioties throughout the state, The sgrimltural soclety
first appeared in the South as esrly as 1785 vhen the South Carolina Agrie
oulturel Soclety wvas formod at Charleston, The idea made some heathmy in
the firet decade of the 19th century, bt it wes only after the Var of
mmwm»«mmumwmupmmmm.m

The first agrimltural sccieties formed in North Carolina were county
socisties, The earlicst such society, the Tdgecombe Coumty Agricultural
mmmmmm.” Several other cowmntics followed Tdgecombe's

cxmeple, The coumty socloties atterpted to encowrage the farmers to adopt

agrisultwral reforme through their meetings, vwhich were usually held monthly,
At these weotings, spoechos on agrimultural subjocts were delivered by the
more mroninent planters and the merbers! mutusl problems wvere diseussed,

Mammmummmm,
ordoal Bevigy, VI (Jamary, 1929), 91,
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Some soeistics pave preniume for superior produstion of certain crops and
mmagrlmlhmalm&:jm.u Several began to hold fairs during the
aigmmam”

The first North Caroline state socioty, the North Carolina Agricultural
Soﬁ%y,mmmdinm.m Many of the county socleties in existence
at tint time became afifiliated with the state society, This organisation
was the prototype of the state fairts parent organisation, the North Caroline
State Agricultural Society, vhich was formed some thirty-five years later,
The originel soclety offored sash premiums for ecssays written on agrieultuwral
subjocts such as the wevention and cwre of certain livestock dlscases,
nmrmaaammm”umwmm%m,m,
and cothon crops grown on two or more acres of reclaimed land, Though
it considered gponsoring a state fair, the ides was rejected,

The early agrimltural society movement, though not a complete failuve,
vas disappointing to the advocates of agricultural reform, The first state
society was never effectively apmnised and boceme defimet within a few
yeare after its establishment, The county socletiecs, being composed of
local mon and hold on & more infarmal basis, were more successful, Yet
bocause of their failure to attract the "dirt" farmer, and a general spirit
of indifference, these socicties doclined and disappesred during the thirties,

Ww.mwum an early county agricule
m,mmmrmq( | 1 of the Surry County
(N, Co) Agricultural Soclety,® Ling Higtoric XXIV
(m,xw)zam T

Comty Soclety,

ﬂm. wnmnmmm Ses Pe T84,
cwm Aexiguiturgl Dovelommenha, ve 77.



7

Theearly socicties had, howeover, showm that interest in reform was growving,
and they had prepared the way for a revival of the agricultural refourm
movememt affter 1845,

fmomg the factors causing the revival of the agricultural reform move
ment during the eighteen-forties were the publication of Justus Iiesbig's
work on soll chemistry, the influence of Bdmmd Ruffin, Virginia agricule
mm,w.mmgmmumwmm” As part
of this panaral reform movemsnt, the county agricultural socleties vere
re-ontablished, The revived county societies attempted to make themselves
more attractive to the average farmer than had been thelr predecessors,
Much of the formality that hed existed in the earlier socicties was abane-
doned, The formal lecture wme partially replaced by informal discussion
of agrioultural problems, techmiques, ond the reform movement in gemeral,
Mmmmmmmarmmgmmmu.:m
proved to be more successful tham the fairs of the sarlier societies,

The state govermmont began to give some consideration to the state's
lagping apricultural development in the eiphtoen-tuwemties and from that
time on was more or lese active in the agrioultural reform movement, To
aselst in the osteblishment of county soeieties, the leglslature provided
in 1822, 710,000 to be distriduted among the counties wishing to form
agrioultural societies, Tach new society was regquired to raise by its owmn
efforts an amount equal to the state fimds it received, Provisions were
nnmummmwmmmmma
A "Roard of Agriculture® composed of the president of the state society

mwu PPe 7879,

19M’ Pe

ww: Pp. 8083,

2 iNley, *Journal of the Surry Cownty Soecloty,® pe 495,



and a delegation appointed by him wes to publish at the state's expense
the reports from the county socleties which it considered wrﬂwhuo.u
The mumber of counties availing themselves of this of'fer wes disaprointe
ingly omall, howvever,

The revival of the county socleties was given a boost in 1852 by the
enactuent of legislation which provided that £ifty dollares annually would
be given to each organised county soclety on a matohed fund basis, The
money vas to be used to pay premiums and expenses of agricultural fairs
sponaored by the socleties, vhich were recuired to submit an ennual finafe
ammmzomam” |

In 1823 the legisletwre suthorized a geological and mineralogical
survey of the state, vhich was conducted by Denisom Olmsted and Flisha Mitehell,
professors at the University of North Carolina, This survey dealt primarily
with the state's minoral assets end was of limited value to the farmer,

Oof more aid to the farmer vas an "agricultural, geological, minerslogical,
and botanical survey of all cownties" provided for in 1851 and conducted
bty Fhonesor Fmmons, a native of New York and professor at the University
wmm&n»mmwmmmmu The results of the
survey were published in five volumes during the years 1252 to 1860 and
mmmu«mmwmm'-mm,zs The state also

:SM. Jpte=Pellum Us Coy ppe 107-108,
Cathey, Asxisuliural Develommeniss ve ©0.

2%
abides PPe 90-D4s
25
Detailed information on North Carolina soils, plowing drd.mg-
rmmmmmum.neoummmﬁmmh&m ey By
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spent 191,364 during the years from 1820 to 1860 on the unfruitful project
of attempting to inerease the amount of arable land in the state by draining
muritammmlmda.zé

The general reforms initiated by the state after revision of the state
comstitution in 1835, however, played a more significant role in the rencwal
of interest in agricultural reform that led to the fair's foundation then
44 the ald to the county societies, surveys, and drainage projects, After
1837, the state extended a eontimually inereasing supply of capital to
Mﬂmmﬂm&dm&i«;ﬂ mu@mmmwmrngmam
to the state's plank road compenies in the session of 1848.1849,  Improved
transportation facilities greatly alded the farmer in marketing his produce
and thus helped to create a preater interest in improving the state's sgri-
culture, The public school laws of 1239 and 1852 helped to remedy the
mmwmmmmmmurmw In short,
the legislation passed after 1835 reflected a desire for referm on the part
of the majority of North Carclina's citizens, It was this continued desive
for reform that resulted in the formation of the state falr,

Several agrieultural jowrnals published at various times and locations
made significant contributions to the reform movement, In Jume, 1838,
John Sherwood of Jamestown, North Carclins, began the publication of the
Carmer's Jdvocate and [figecllmngoug Hoporter, & semi-monthly journal dedi-
cated to agrimltwre, The paper lasted until 1842, Tn August, 18435,

womea e

Cathey, Asxiculiural Develomuonis, ve 91.
Leflor, Noxih Caxelims, Ihe History of A Southern State, vpe 347-42,
Starling, "'he Plank Road Movement," p, &,

Lefler, Horih Caroling, The History of a Southern Jtgte, ppe 350-51,

I R
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Thomas J, lemay of Coldsboro issued his frst Jorth Caroling Farzer, a
wonthly jouwrnal whiech ran for four years, Ir, Jolm ¥, Tompkina of Path
began to publish the Faymgr's Jowmal in Apeil, 1852, It was, perhaps, the
finest of the agricultural jowrnals published prior to the esteblisiment
efﬁnMr;mMMlm.ithMmlme.” Tédmmd Ruffin's
Pormer's Reglster, which was published in Virginia from 1823 wntil 1843,
was probebly the most popular jowrnal read in the state, larpely because
of Ruffin's national fame as an agrimltwral reformer, These jownals
carried articles on all phases of farm life, urging the use of improved
nachinery, the development of better livestock, and tho use of sedentifie
farming methods, They wged the state to establish agricultural schools
ummmumuammm.n They also played a
leading m0le in the estsblishment of the state feir,

Newspapers also took an active pert in the general sgriculturel reform
moverent, They atterpted to encourage the adoption of agriaultursl reforms
bty devoting columns to agrieultural subjecte, carrying sgriaftural srticles
from out-ofegtate papers, end editorialising on the agricultural needs of
the state, They alse roqussted the state to establish agricultural schools
M!amihlﬁtowblkm.n Aneng the leading papers ade

m‘h-hy He Vallace, "Nerth Carolina's Agricultural Journals, 1238.1861

e e, i g Wi b 27 Oy .

N, a11a00, ", C, Agricuwltural Journals,” pp, 283-86s Ridhard Rerdolph
umcmim'm:mnermm.mm' .

mm (:mry, 1948), 6267, Ha-hurhr ﬁm

Gmum Os Cathey, "Sidney Vellert Ante-Pellum Promoter of Agrie
cultural Reform," Jopth Cardling Historical Revigw, XTI (Jemvary, 1954), 2,




n

voeating agricultural reform were the Raleigh Sigr, the Hillsboro DRegorder,
mmmmmmnmmm”

The journels, newspapers, societies, and the state povernment achieved
some success in introducing agricultural reforms to the state, especially
after 1245, TFarmers began to use marl to combat soil acidity, The use of
mnanuree and compost came to be accepted by the more progressive farrers,
mmwmmmmmmymmu Some farmers
began to see the value of green mamwres and to experiment with cover orops,
chiofly peas end clover, Farmers began to reeclaim vorneout lands, practice
crop rotation, use deep plowving methods, drain fields more adequately, and
mgwmwmxwm.ﬁ”

Though it was obvious that agrioultural reforms vere being introduced
to North Carolina, it was also obvious that these refurms vere being adopted
by only the wealthy, more progressive farmer, The vast majority of the state's
farmers remained wmaffected by the reform movement, This was largely becsuse
none of the forces of agrienltural reform was able to resch effectively the
average farmer, The surveys and drainage vrojects sponsored by the state did
the farmer little good during the ante~bellum period, The establisiment of
public schools preuaged improvements in the future, but did little for the
established farmer, The state's aid in the development of an internsl transpore
tetion systen helped to areste an interest in apriculturs] reforn by providing
markets for farm produse, but it did nothing to acquaint the farmer with
improved farming methods, The agricultural journals vere read by only a few
of the state's farmers, most of whom were, if not planters, st least large

3
Cathey, Jgriculivral Develommeniss ppe 90-94.
3‘800931’ He Taylor, "Fertilizers end Farming in the %uthasti 18401950,

Paxt 11 1840-1900," ligzth Sorolisa [atorieal eviay, XIX (uly, 1953,

Peathey, iziciltursl Develommenia, e 95-103,



scale farmers, lacking the support of the averaze farwer, none of the
jowrnals swrvived over four years, Newspapers were wmsble to carry the
detailed information needed by the farmer, The sgricultural socleties ep-
pealed chiefly to the pentlemmn farmer; although several of the later
sociotios tried to correct this wesimess, they were largely unsusccessful,
Fdgecorbe and 1ts neighbtoring counties, the center of the state's slavoeraqy,
mmmwmmm’smmmmma
was noneexistent, In short, though there was some interest in agricultural
Mmmtbm'nmnwtm,mmmaam
tural reform were the more progressive planters, many of vhom, as leading
political figures, wers involved in every aspect of the general rsform movement,

The average farmer throuphout the state remained in his state of agrie
mwmm. As lete me 1852 Dr, Tompking was alle to state that
the great sgriculturs] advances made in other parts of the nation were "but
mu.mmmrmmermm'”

It was obvious that some new approach was noeded through which the
reforn spirit thet ves so noticeshle among tho more progressive farmers could
be introduced to the majority of the state's farmers, This new spproach had
to appeal to the "dirt" farmer and yet be capable of encouraging him to adept
agricultural refomms, Of all the methods used by the varicus forces of the

refornm movement, the fairs of the county socletics gave grestest promise of
mm&um.’s

Cormareial falirs, which were descendents of the old medieval trade
fairs, vere held in the South as carly as 1723 and continued to be held
throughout the eighteenth century,” Sush feire were populer in Nerth

L

Zamer's Jowrngls T (Vay, 1852), 49-50,
» I 1o
Cathey, Acricullural Developmenig, pe 41
Gray, Hlafery of Acrialituze in the Jeuthern Us 2. 11, 761,
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mmmmwwmwm.w The concept
of the agricWltural fair, hovover, was originated by Flkanah Vatson of
Perkshire County, Massachusetts, Vatson, in 16809, had displayed a pair of
Morino sheep in Pittsficld, Massachusetts, for the benefit of the local
farners, TPecause of the lmge suceess of this exhibit, Vatson and other
farmers of the area staged a larper faiy in October, 1810, This falr is
generally omsidered the first organised agrieultural fair held in the

The next year the Perkshire County Agrieultural Soclety was organised,
and the idea of the county society spomsored falr began to spread, Largely
bocause of the offorts of Vatson, by 1819 both Massachusetts and New Yerk
had granted state fimds %o be used as premiuwms st the fairs of their comty
soclotics, The "Perkshire plen" began to roach the South eround the early
aﬁhma

mmwmmmmwmnwm
by 1821, In thet year the Rowsn County Agrieultural Society spensored a
falr vhich was deseribed as "being novel in this part of tho coumtry + + + +"
mwwmmwmmmmmwﬁ
Yhen the earlier societics bogan to decline in the thirties, their fairs
the forties, so were the fairs, The Mecklenburg Soclioty held an anmusl faly
after 1842, and its load was soon followed by several othor soecieties,

Jm lnte=lelliz WMo Cey pe 106,

“’nm My Flick, "Flkensh Watoon's Activitios on Pehalf of Agrieulture,”
Bigtory, XXI (Octobery 1947)s 195=196,

% e o R I vy g R R

unpublished naster's thesis, University of Nerth cmnna, 191.!).
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Severdal regiomal fairs were also ostablished, Poth county and regional
mm»mmwmmmmwmmwm.”
Yany of the advocates of sgrioultural reform folt that o state agrie
cultural socioty end a folr sponsored by cuch an organisation would provide
a modium through vhich egricultural reforms eould be introduced to the average
formors of the entire state, The editors of the agrisltural journals were
particularly strong supportors of this plan, Johm Sherwood hed wrged the

formation of a stato soclety in his Jarperts Advocsts god Miscellangoug
m.“ Thomas lemay had alse advocated the formetion of o state scclsty
in the Jgrth Garalion Dummer,

Tt was, hovever, Dr, John Py Tompkine, editor of the Parmer's Journals
vho nade it his perconal responsibility to soe that such a society and falir
were established, Tarly in 1852 Tompkins begmn a cystematic compaign in
the colums of his jownal o twring about the cstallishment of a state
socloty, He spole with mraise of the state soeletios of Ponnsylvenia end
Veryland, He asked the farmers of North Caroling to establish agricultural
socioties in each county mnd to send, in July, delepates from each county
socloty to Raleigh for the purpose of forming a state soelety, He begged
the farmers of the state to write him mnd esgwress their opinions concerning
mm&wmammﬁmmmmﬁ

The responce to Tomplkins' call for the farmers to express their views
on the formation of a state socloty were extremely disappointing, Put
Tompkine was undamtod by this lack of interest, In July, 1852, he stated

ﬁm.wmmm
wmm,m.c.mmmm‘p,m.
Tardolph, "A W, Cy Parn Jowrnal,® p, 61,

“Emam I (vay, 2852}, 52,
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that "They /[ the farmers 7 have failed to notice the appeal, and we therefore
plainly sec thot we have got the work to do owrself," As an extra session
of the logislature was to moet that October, Tomphkins sugpested that "the
various County Sooleties appoint delegates to assemble at Raleigh on Monday
the 18th of October nomt for the purpose of forming a State Agrieultural
Soclety," Ue Nurther suggested that the mmber of delagates sent by each
society should be tem, Fe ended his appeal with the demend thet “every
Mmunmmummmummm.ﬂa

In the Septewber issus of his jowrnsl, Tompldne veminded his readers
of the eoming convention, He again urged the comties to form soclotios
and elect as dalogates to the convention men with "a doep interest in agrie
oulture,” The importence he placed on the formation of a state society con
be seen fyom an excerpt taken from one of his editorials: "We can assure
them /the delegates_/ that in piving thelr attention at this convention,
they will be doing their comtry more service then by attending a1l the
w&mmmmammmmumm-w

Tompkina! efforts were revarded vhen the State Agriemltural Convention
was held as plammed at Raleigh, begimning Monday, October 18, Coumties
remrecentod vere Jolmston, Peaufart, Tdpocombe, Onalow, Veke, Dertie,
Ouilford, “owsn, Halifax, Pitt, Hertford, Puncombe, Vayne, Rutherford,
Cwberland, Prumsvid:, Cartoret, Haywood, Oreeno, snd Riclmond, Wale hed
Hoat of the counties were reprosented by only one delegate, most of vhom
mmmwmm&vm‘q

S igey T, W
g, 1,17,
‘9M, Iy U551,
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Charlos Ts Hinton of Yake was elocted president pro Lommarg, end the
Convantion got under way, A motion by Dr, Tompkins that five delegates be
appointed to a cormittee by the presidont to “prepare resclutionn, and take
necossery measures for the organization of the “tate Coclety of Apriculture®
was quickly sdopted, Appointed to this ccemittee wores Tomplinsg
John Se Daney, Pdgecombe planters A« J, leach of Johmstony Lott V., Humphery,
Onslow planter and politioieny and Joseph Ce P, Roulhae of Wake, The
mooting then adjourned wmtil three o'elogk that afternoon, vhen the delegates
muMMﬁWWMaxmw&M‘”

The Convention remmeod ap seheduled that afternoon, The orpmnizetion
cormittee had repidly completed its task, and the firet order of business
was Dr, Towplins! voading of the committes's report, The report reconmendod
the fornation of a state agrioultural soedety of North Cevolina, which was
to have a president, fowr vice prosidents, a recording seoretary, a oo
responding secretary, and a treasurer, It also recorended the founding
of agricultural societies in every county and called for a committee of tem
to be appointed to drew up the Yy-laws and constitution for the state
soctety,

The Comvention then procceded to elect officers for the novly formed
state society, Jolm S, Daney of Fdgecombe, the organisationts first
presidenty headed the slate of officers elected, After his clection, the
rresident sppointed a conmittee of oleven to draw up the constitution and
Weftbomm.”

At three o'clock in the aftermoon of Tuesday, October 19, Dr, Tompkins
reod the constitution and Yy-laws that the comdttoe of eleven had prepaved,

mmﬂn Iy b,
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The eonstitubion declared the state orgenisation to be named the Nerth
Carolina State Agrieultural Society., It explained the duties of the
various officers of the Scoloty and contained other rules, duties, and obe
lipations of the “ociety, its mevbers, end officers,

An emwnl state fair, to be held near Releigh, vas called for by the
byw-lowe, vhich aleo contained detalled instructions to be followed in
ootabliching the falr, The fair was to bo partially Pinanced by a menbore
ehip fee of five dollars required by the Soclety, This fee wma to be cole
lectod ammually, lNMost of the werk of organizing and promoting the fair
was to bo done by the various ecomittess which the bywlaws enpowered the
presidant to appoint, A ten.~man committes of arrmmponments was to make
all the necessery yreperstions for the smmal falv, The exemubive comittoe,
compoaad of fiftoon mon, was to award premiuns at the falr and “encourage
a proper aspirit of competition smong the Flamters, Parpers, and Mechanics
of our commtry at the anmual falr,” A comittee of three wns responsible
for obtaining e spesker to deliver en address o the Seclety at its amusl
meoting held during the falr woek, The prosident was also empovered to
appoint a chief marshal and five assistants, vho were to "apposr on horse
baok o o o %0 886 thet proper order is vaintatned [at the fate 7.
tyr the Soclety that a flve.nan coemities should be appointed to present s
namorial to the Comorn) Assembly requosting funds with which the Scoiety
eold eorry out i%s plans %o hold a state fair in October, 1253, Ferhaps
the best indicotion that the fair's establishment was intricately connccted
wvith the peneral reforn rovement of the eighteen-f1ftics wuns the men

Pnad., 1, 28,
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appointed to this camittee, Appointed wore: Thomas J. lemay, agricule
tural jownslist and Vhig reformery Richard H, fndths Calvin H, Wiley,
state suparintendent of publie schools and a eonsistent advoeate of reforms
levis Thompson; Yenmeth fayner, progressive planter and Vhig reform
advocate; end, at the roquest of Wiley, Micholas Washington Voodfin, planter
and omo of the state's leading politisel figmes, After passing seversal
other mincr resclutions, the Socclety adjourmed mtil the following Octobor,

The five-tnn conmittoe appointed to write the memorial acconplished
its task within o fow weeks of the Soclety's adjournment, The dooument
was cent to the logislature in Nowewber, Tompking published the memoriel
in the Noverber, 1652, fssue of the Farmerts Journal, The momorial was
ghort snd to the point, Tt pointed out to the Oemoral Assembly thet
North Carolina was bohind her sister states in sgrieultursl and industrial
developmant tut stated that there were "visible signs of an evakening smong
ow poople” that could be greatly aided by o properly endowed state agrie
cultural soclety, The momerial reminded the General Assewbly thet the
majority of the peopls of the state were farmers or mechenies, The appeal
endod with the statement that if the Cemeral Assensdly should refuse to ald
mm,wmmmnmmmumm.”

Torpldns® offorts to establish o state soclety and falr were officially
achioved on Decomber 27, 1862, On thot date the Cemeral Assembly formslly
incorporated the Nerth Cardline State Agrienlturel Soeiety, The act of
ineorporation allowed the Soeioty to hold property valued up to £50,000
and etipilated that the rulos and bywlaws of the Soclety were to contimue

54004,y 7, 2950
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umm&zm@awmmmm% So importent did the idea
of promwbing o falr loon in the formation of the Coeclety that the cherter
isoved to it by special sct of the leglalatiwe stated tint the Society was
to hold an smmunl falr to promote sgricultural and industrial development
in tho state, The Scelety vas vequired to use all the funds It acquired
mmmumuwmmmmmmmwﬂ

With the North Carelina State Agricultursl foelety e logelly incor~
porated cmoern mnd with hopos of obtaining oid from the Coneral Assenbly
areating an air of anthusissn, the agrimlturel leoaders of the state begen
to look farward to and plem for the first smmuel North Carcline “tate Falr,
a falr vhich was o have 2 large fwpact on the agricultural reforn move-
nent throughout the state and beoome a popular event in the lives of
thousends of North Carclina's farvore.

:mmmm (2852), PPy Smde
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CHAPTPR IX
THE ANTEDELLI FAIR

The North Cardline State Agrialtural Society's amouncement that it
intended to stage a state falr in Octoder of 1893 somded scoovhel proe
sumptuous, especially since that body had been in extstence less than a
your and wag coposed of eanly a hadful of members, In addition to its
short history end emall sise, the Socloty was faced with the basic problems
of acpuiring the capitsl with whid: to finance the fair, obtaining lew! on
which to hold the falr, constructing Lulldings to house exhibits, and
providing accommodations for both cxhibitors and visitors, Nules and regue
lstions poverning ahitits hed to be ostalilished, cntrance fece determined,
and a pronfus 1ist pblished, These tasks seomed mmch teo formidele for
the small, young Socloty that existed in the spring of 1853,

The major protlen confronting the Socloty in its sttempt to ecotablish
an anual fair was lack of finencos, vhieh thweatened not cnly the suscesse
ful estadlishment of the fair, tut the wery existence of the Scelsty itself,
mmxmm&mmmmmmmwmmim
tatbl&)dew The memorial requesting state funds which had boon sent
ty the Soclety in 1952 to the legislature had obtained no results vhatever,
A resclution introdusced in the Senate to sppropriate 01,000 to the Soelaty
had haadly been coonsidered,

The Soclety had only thirty vesbers Yy Pelwuary, 1853, each of whem
had paid five dolleme to join, Should they pay the armuel dws of five
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Mwm.mwmamwmwwmmu
which to sponsor ite firet falr in the fell of 1853, The Fmruer's Jouznal
in Felwuary, 1863, appeslod to the farmers of the state to Join the Seclety,
It also asked the people of Naleigh to help mypport the fair, as it would
u«mummum’ Tespite the lack of finances,
the Soclety comtinued to plmm for & state falr to bo held in October, 1853,

Fortunately, the ocloty was elle to obtaln funds from other sowrces,
It persvaded the Vake County Carmiasicnars to aid the cause of the proposed
folr Pinsnclially, The coemiseiomers sgreod to pay onc-hglf of the amount
neoded to cbtain land end Wulldings for the falr, provided that their cost
to mateh this donotion with mubseriptions from its mesders and other ine
WM‘MdeMd@MMhMQM
of land to the Socloty to be used as the falr prowvis, tut no clesr title
to this land seoms to have been given the Coclety, ‘loney with which to
prepare for the flrst faly was oltsined by ssouring loans fron individuals
mwnmmmsmmms

The “oclety bepan its preperations for a state felr with the money
fair gromnds otteined fyron the elty Yy the Coclety were e sixteen asre

TR
Doxmar's Joguels 1 (Potwuary, 1853), 346,
’MD e 37

mmmuworwmumm
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mmmmmwmm,mthsammhwmcmé
The orisinel fair's Wulldings were construeted during the mumer of 1853,
Moral Mall, vhich was the nain Wdlding, was £ifty Ly one hundred foet,
The thullding was to de used throughout the ante-bollim period to exhibit
household ranufactures, floral arrangenants, Crulte, Tsaoy noodle work,
pantey noodn, end other miseellaneous goods, many of which were ;roduced
hy the fairer se, who scered to comfrel the Wuilding, Tamerfs and low .
mwammmmwawwmmm? It was usod Yo dlsplay
macthinary, fald erops, and sgrieltuwral implesents, Pesidos the two maln
tulldinge, the %cclstly eomstructed a "refvestment roer™ for the ladlies vhich
vaz beilt nesr Mloral Mall, o wells were sk o supply the fainegomrs
i wiapy |

With the prowds sequired, the dulldinge constructed, and some wonay
in the treammy, the Soelety was in a position to stage the firet falw,
The falr opmod its petes officlally at 12100 P.l,, Tuesiny, October 18,
1853:9 The loxth Soxoling Stendipd estinated that over sight lnmdved ene
tries were placed on exhibit, tut enly five Inndred and oighty-three items
mnmmm:ywmmwy.m The entire premdum 1list for the
MWM%&MWMW?M}‘
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The Socioty's rules governing the fair wore in part designed to ine
prove the financinl emdition of thet orpenisetion, A11 exhibitors were
 forced to join the Zoclety If they wished to conlend fuor premfume; thus,
each contender for g provdun gawe the Soclety flve dollars with whieh %o
help finemoe the prerdum for which he contended, Fotrence foos at the
pate were sot ot twentywfive conts per persom, one dollar per carriage, and

One of the major factars in the suosssful extablisheart of the state
fair in 1853 wms the co-oparation extended to the Soclety Yy the railroad
systems of the state, The Vilmingbon and Veldon Railrend offered a speecial
fore of ene=half rogulsr retes to visitars to the feir and agreed to carry
all goods for cxhiMt at the falr free of charge, The company even ran &
wmwmwmmnmmmmmmmmn The
rought by boat, at the expense of the Seaboard and Toanoke “aillroed, wp
mwmwmuwmu This cowoperation on the part of
the railronds ombinued to o preator or losser degree tlwoughout the ninow
toenth century.

The 1053 faly wee halled as o grest success by the pepere of the day,
The Sgloich Degloter sedd thet the mucsoss of future fairs vas guarentoed
mum&tﬁaﬁt&nw&mm‘mw}’ in editorial in the

A2 Sadaich facates, Oetober €, 1853,
mwww detabar 19, 1253,
2 Baladch aglataps Ootober 5, 1853,

1 14d, Ootober 2, 185,
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resowroos of the state and showed thet Nerth Ceroling was beglimning to move
to a higher position among hor sloter states, In the same iseue of the
Standard wae published an excerpt fyon o Windngton peper wvhich mainteined
the person responsitile for the estalliidiment of the falr be called a great
wmarmm.m

cotnatded with the falr in 1053 and comtimued to do so throughout the cebury,
At this meoting the Soclety frmedistely bogan to male plane for the next
yoarts faly, Prosident John 5, Denoy appointed a comittos of five to obtain
2 deod Por the feir prowmds fren the Haleigh Clty Comell, The committee
mmmmmwﬁammpm,mmm&mﬁ The
prosident slso appolated Jercmiah Niwon, William 1, Pool, and Jolm Hutchine,
all leadors in the Soolety, to care for the prounds and have them in shape
John Mutehine boosme trespurer, s posiiion he wvas to hold throughout the
ante-bellun period, Thoms J, Lenny was slected corresponding m&&
stook mbihite,)” Yo other major tuildings were scnstucted, howewer, a8

ﬁwmmmm%m
M ad,, Noventer 2, 1053,

Y orarts Jammals T1 (Rovesbor, 1053), 225e234
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The 1854 falv wms staged with vhat monoy the Soclety was shle to raise
from lomne o merborship dues, It offered a slightly larger presdus ldot,
mMmmu,mammmmmmmmmP oth
the Soeloty end the press considered it a huge susesss,
a position he was to hold wtdl 1859, A lmyer, juige, Chief Justics of
the North Carolina Supreme Court, and pentlemen farmer, “uffin wes ome of
the leading figures of ante-bollum Werth Caroline ond coxtalnly & nen of
great ability, "uffin made the falr into an inotitutien of the pecple of
the state during his prosidenay, Vhen Ruffin took over the office of the
preadent, the tressuwer's veport for 1854 vevealed that the Sosiety had
in its tvessury 84,806,00 veesived frem gate recoipts, duws, and donstions,
This entire sum was usedd to cover the exponsos of the 1854 falr, Az a2
sowilt, the Sostaty hat nething vith vhich to prepare for the 1855 faly, >
The faot thet the Soclety used the veeeists of the falr of eny given
yonr to cowr that falvr's cxpomsss, thus loaving 1ittle i€ my fHunds fer
the mromotion of the falr for the following year, kept the Socloty con-
stantly in debt, This problem was one of the fov that the Soelety wes
wmehle %o sclve during the nineteenth cemtwury, Indeed, late in 1854 it
looked as though this prolilen was going to destroy both the Soelety and
ite falr, dospite the fact that two successive fairs had alveady been staged,
In Novevber, 1854, Dr, Dduerd As Crudup, @eirmen of the geoutive wemittes,
asled Ruffin to call a speelal moeting of the Soolety %o sve if stete ald
could bo obtained, Dy Decesber 2, the Soclsty was in dobt §1,000,00 and
Crudup recormended to Muffin that the Soclcty borwow menoy on the memberts

:m Noxth Sarolize Standaxds October 15, 1054,
~ Zbilles Octobar 25, 18%4,
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m&mm,mmmmmmma Ruffin had no ehoico but
wmmhmummwmmarw,mw
mmmw.

Tarly in Jouary, 1855, the specis) mosting wee called, Mesbers of
the Soclety vhe wore in the leglslature were vequosted to enomurege thelr
follov lay makers to visit the meeting, vhich wme held in Raleigh, It
was hoped that the viaitors might oitain a better wderstanding of the
foeloty's poals end avbitions, end thus be influenced to grant the Soelety
somo type of fimancisl aid,

At the meeting the Socloty propared and sent mmother memorisl to the
faot that the Sooclety had, by ite am offorts, spowered two suocessful
falrs, tut that epenses incurred in so doing had left 4t in debt, Other
Horth Carclim, the majority of whose citisens were fmrmors and mechanics,
do likevise? The appeal onded by decloping that without financial aid from

The vieiting legislatore end the Soclety's nmemorial evidently hed
thoir effect, On Pebruary 10, 1895, the legislature nassed an act vhich

A, Crufup to Thomms
in J, Gy o Roulhae Hamdilton, (oda)s ¢
Pdwrda and Droughton Printing Co,, 1
an Homdlton, Zhg Duflin Paporg.

Digward A, Grodup to Thams Rutfin, Dosesber 26, 1954, in fbid,, IT,
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directed the puliic treasurer to pey to the tresmmer of the Soelely, cavh
yorr on the fivet Monday in Octoboy, the sum of fifteon lnmdred dollars,
The Scelety was resuired by the aot to relse a like s dwring cach year
and $o present a cortificste proving thet this requirerent had been fulfilled,
The money fron the state was to be used for premiume vhichy according to the
mwmw,mmmgamumm
of agrimilture and industyy in Nowth Carolina,  This wos a vital step
forwerd for the Soclety, for it guermntesd o mm of $3,000 with vhich to
plan and srranre the coming fedr, thue revoving much of the pressure of
having to depend on the ineme of a fair to pay the expenses incurred in
planning end promoting it,

tunes of the Soclety and the faly, the citlsmme of Raleigh Yy 1855 sesmed
to have lost vhat 1ittle interest in the falr they hed developed in the
past two years, Tho leaders of the Socloty sensed this chonge of attitude
citizens of faledgh ves necessmy 4f the fair vere to be succossfully cone
tinued, Late in Septembor of 1255 Crudwp wrote Ruffin that the people of
Raleigh had developed an attitude of total spathy concorning the faiw,
They hnd, contimued Orudup, dome nothing %o provide sccmmodetions for
fatregoars, and vore wilikely to do 0, Crudup feared that the 1655 falr
maﬁummmmwmmwwm
McMﬁ&%W,MW%MMWMWW
wummmmmwwmmm,mmwm

”mxmm (185455) 5 e 30
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The question of obtaining a deed for the fair grounds frem the city
of Raleizh remined wsettled, The toplc wes diccussed at the Soclety's
spoetal mesting in 1855, Dr, Orudwp called attention to the problem,
saying thet the land hed been donated ly the cily of Raleigh to the Socisty
and thet the commissionors of that clity were ready %o make the Scclety o
deod for the land, As a result, a conmittee wes appointed to securs the
deod fyon the clty if a committes appointed for the ssme purpose at the
msammmmmarmmm Naleigh, howewver, did not give
the Soclety a deed for the fulr prounds until 1869 and even then granted
a conditional ome,

Despite the apathetic attitude of Raleigh's citizems, the 1855 fadr
was successiully staged, Throwh Thureday, October 18, the fair had,
from g1l sources, including state aid, $4,522,96 on hand, with Friday still
0 go. mmummmm&w%m%ﬁ
Thelr menbership fecs substantially elded the Soclety's troaswry in meeting
the expenses of the felr, It was oxpocted that several new mevbers would
bte obtained on Mriday, Partly as o result of state ald and partiy ns a
mawmmmwmm,mmnmw
mmpmmmmwm Though =till on unowre Cinane
tiruation of the faire,

The fair contimued, wnder the leadership of Ruffin, to grov throughout
the antewbellum period, Tach year the crowls were larger, the exhibits more
meerons, and the finaneia) retumns grester, In the 1857 Ostober meoting

P rpatow, T (forfd 2, 1955), 1723,
D oeniieddy Baloich Bgelater, October 24, 1855,
mmwwmmmm
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of the Soclaty, a lifetinme penborship was offered for a fee of twenty dollars,
Donations that year were heavy, with sleven men giving £ifty dollars cach,
The members of the Socioty, howvever, continued to fecl that the state should
inorease its ald ss the Marylend and South Caroline socieotios were receiving
mich more state ald than the Coneral Assenbly of Nerth Carolina sew it to
gimn In 1868 the Soclety enrolled 680 menbers as compared with 75 in
1857, The Soclety received in gate receipts for one day alone over 900,
and the gate receipts for the emtire week ran close to 23,000, some 2300
move than the receints of 1857, Yet despite this suocess, the Soelety
renined in finmaial troulle and continued to press for more ald from the
legislature, giving the executive comrdttee a free hand to obtain the dow
mwwmmmmwmmﬁ
mmwmmmm@hmnmwwmn&m
faiv,  The fellowing chart 11lustrates the repid incresse of exhibits showm

mmwmmwummmmma,”

Lhibits g5z p i 8
IMvestotk,ssessssssessrsossnsnsy 203 229 252
Planter's Hallissesessenssersess 144 €00 26
Hochanio's Mall,seenearossnnnnne 100 pia 8

Floral Hallecasssssosvsnsvnscenn -& ’ﬁ 1%
; Lge .

mmmmmummwsﬁ.mwmwm
wre as veny as 8,000 people attending the fair,

”mmm p— 1058), 35759,
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Though the feir contimed to have finsnels) trouble, by 1899 it had
become so succesaful that other towns vere interested in obtaining 1t for
themselves, Heary Y, Pritcherd of Mecklenhurg County introduced in the
mxmmmmwdwwmwm‘am
lution in faver of the North Cerdlina State Agriemltural Soolety ashing that
the exposition not be held in the same town mere than tuo consecutive yoave,
Pritehard requosted that Charlotte be allowed to obtaln the falr for the
noxt yoar, 1f it would provide sufficient acoommodations, Mis emendimont
mmmﬁwm” At the Socloty meeting during the 1259 faly,
it wns noved that the falr be held in Slishury, but the motion was withe
dravm vhen it was lemmed that It would be necassery for the leglslatwre
to amend the ly=lowe end eonstitution of the Soclety to make relocation of
the falr possible, A eommittos wes appointed, howewer, to sse 1 the
legialatire could Yo parsuaded to smend the conctitution and bywlews in such
sm%twrmmmmmwmm”

During the 1860 meoting of the Soclety, a committes appointed by the
now prosident, Villian R, Holt, was requested to appeal to the leogislsture
on behalf of the Soslety for a now and better seb of incorporation, one
mmmmwmwmm‘” Yot despite this mote
of optimion end the repid physies) grovth of the past few yesrs, the falr
The weather was bad on the final day of the 1860 fair, almost elininating

”mmmw Octeber 26, 1859,
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gate receipts, s a rosult it was evident Yy November, 1860, that the
Pociaty would have a defieil of seven or oight himdred dollars after paying
61l premiwse and bills for whkeep of the grownds, President Holt felt that
the falr would not have gotten into trouble had the weather yemained faiw,
Put as this was not the case, he wailed the execuiive ecunittes to hold a
spoecisl meeting to try to solve the financial problem that had doveloped,
The coming of the Civil Var, however, would scon overshedow the Coelety's
interest in the probless of the fair, financial or otherwise,
foth the mober of exhibits displayed and the amount of woney offered as
predurs at the Mret Talr vere doubled within this short seven yesr peried,
The erowls grew progrossively larper with cach conseoutive falr, Raleigh's
early apathetle sititude tounrd the falr wes In lerge pert overcone, oo
pocially after the highly succossful fair of 1856, Though the fair's
finenaelal situstion was #1111 far fvom solid, some mubstantiel geins weve
rade in that ares,

The falr was able to progress so rapidly larpely becouso its lesdership
John Tutehing, such ven as Veldon ¥, Bdwerds, Paul C, Camevon, and
Femoth Raymer, all politisel leaders of the state, peve thelr unqualified
spport to the falr mnd the Soclety, "uffin, hovewer, was Yy far the
leading figure in the development of the amte~bellum fair, Ty merely ao-
copting the office he lent greet rrestige to the Cocisty, Ruffin's
retivement from the bench In 1852 slloved hin to devote his full time to the
mtwmmmmmmwmsnmw
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espocially after he was elocted prosident in 1254, It was under his
leadorship that the “oolety obtained ald from the state, He lost no oppore
tunity to advance the interest of the Scelety, OSince ho was the president
of the Socliety when five of the eight ante-bellum fairs vere held, he
naturally greatly influenced the fair's development,

Agricultural journalists such ag John P, Tomplkine and Thomas J, lLemey
vere also extremely aotive in the Sosiety, All the agrimltural jouwrnals
of the state during this period pave thelr enmthusiastic support to the
m,ude’man The agrioultural jowrwmals and the
nouwspapers vore the major medium by wvhich the Soclety could reach the
magsen, end without their cupport the falr would have falled, The journals
pushed the falr and the Soclety the yeer round, not Just during the months
of Septewbor and October, They would begin ruming articles on the coming
fadr as early es April end comstently urged the farmer to attend the fair
and tale his femily,

- Other less personal factors greatly comtributed to the growth of the
anto-bollun falr, The interest showm in the falr by the legislature gave
it & financial boost at a very eritical perisd, Without this ald it is
axtrerely doubtful 4 the fuir would have swvived, The comoparation vo-
coived from the railroads of the state groatly aided the development of
the fair, Thelir policy of carrying exhibits free of charge sertainly
encowraged farmors to enter thelr produsts, and the low fares offered to
the fair's visitors wore instrumental in attracting visitors ¢o 18, The
fast that North Carclina nceded such an institution also helped wale the
ante-bellum falr a suscess,

D sosrey 1, Vallace, Morth Carolina’s Agrieuitural Journsls, 1535
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The genoral reform spirit thet prevailed in Nerth Carolins during the
decade from 1850 to 1860 wes also wndoubtedly a basie factor in the falr's
sucoessful establishment, This reforn spirit, vhich perneated both the
state's cconomie md soclal 1ife, bogen after the state constitutionsl
rofforms of 1835, tut reached its helght in the fifties, /Among the namy ree
forme of the years betwesn 1848 and 1860 were the cstablishment of the State
Hompital for the Insane, the adoption of free male suffrage, the completion
of four major railvonds, and the crestion of the office of the state super=
mwmﬁ This spirit of reform slovly oarried over into
the state's agriclltural 1ife, The publication of five agricultural jouwmals
within this poriod, the Jiorth Caroling Serper, the Soroling Sulbiwabgrs the
Axatoz, the Nopth Carcling Manter, end the Poxmer's Journals sttests to
this fact, Though many of the state's fmymers still dlung to the outdated
agrioultural methods of their fathors, more snd more began to show en ine
torest in agricultural reforma, Thie was especially true since the state's
fmprovenent of its transportation system hed made farming & more promicing
venture, This avelening of the North Caroline farmer, coused by the gemeral
social end economic awakening of the state, had such to do with the fair's
successful ostablishment mnd 1ts contimued suecess dwring the ante-bellum
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CHAPTER TXX
CROVIE AND PROPLEMS OF THE POSTWAR FAIR

The Civil Var quickly arrected the fair's repld dewelopment and newmrly
resulted in 1ts total destrustion, Moot of the State Agricdltwral Soclety's
nevhers and officors, vy of vhon were among the stats's leading citisens,
wore soon engulfed in the state's war efforts, #As a vesult, the Scolety
end its falr became completely defunmet during the war yoars, The fair's
groude md bulldings, however, continued to serve the eitizens of the
state during the conflict, Camp M1is, the state's firet camp of instruction
mmmm.mMWmmmaf The bulldings were
mmmm*aﬁm.mmuwwf This aid to the
Canfederney vas %o harn the Soolety even frther inasmmch as meny of its
tulldings vere burned by Union troops during the closing weeks of the wer,
MMWWMWWMMMs The war'e
ond 41d not result in the immediaste re-establishment of the fulv, fow the
hard times of Neconstruotion delayed for four years the reorpmnisation of
the Soclety,

The memories of the sustcessfvl anteebellun falrs and the belief of
the falr's suypporters that Yorth Caroline nooded an sgrioulturel exposition
wvers not dostroyed bty the wer, and the poverty of Reoonstruction was wmable

S

M (Ralesgh), Apeid 27, 1861,

m Purke Haywood and Raleoigh's Confederate
auamtm. Bstorienl Bewiges 00V (Aprily 1952), 15357,
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to mevent indefinitely its re-establislment, PMlams for reviving the

falr sppenred as early as Fobruary, 1060, Thomas Duffin wes then asked
Y Fe A Hapdltom 1 1% were not desireble to revive the “oelety and ite
felr, se the state noceded nowe than ever "those plossent and suecessfiul
mmmrmmmﬂ&

Ividontly neny of the revders of tho amto-bellum Socloty agreed with
these somtimenta, for the Soolety ves reorganised in the spring of 1860,
The task of restoring the falr fell primarily to the Soclety's nouly
alected prosifent, Yemp P, Pattle, An extremely versatile man, Pattle
was a lowyer, politician, and scholar, end in later yesrs he boomme pregie-
demt of the University of North Caroline, DPattle wes to prove su excellent
cholos for the Socisty's presifency, Under Patila's loadership, the
MW‘W&&M&!W%M%&W%@M
the state vemmed peying, The alty of Raleigh alded the reconstruction
dollar, Should the Soolety fofl te hold o fair for two concocutive years,
mmmmwmmwmmwmmyf

Vith the momey obtained frem the state, its members, and intorested
individunls, the foclety quiekly restored the falr growds to their mrewny
condition, In some Instences the fair's physical accormodations wore fme
proved, The grounds were enlarged, the race trachk waz extended $o o length
of eno-holf mile, uned tuildings wore veplaced, snd the bulldings that
wmmxmwmmm Reeonstruction wee eompleted in

w:g; mmgwm | 159, 5 5, 0. no
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vaﬁm.mwm, Reploter's Took 37, 1660, p. 244
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time to stage the first postwer falr in October, 10869, The re-sstallished
aummmwwmmmmmwhé As » revend for
tho leadarship he provided in the successfl attenpt to re-ostablish the
fadr, Dattle wno twice rewslocted president of the Soclety, though ho was
extrenely reluctent to aceept the thind term, He finally apreed to retain
MMQW%&MWMmmMM&awmm?

Dattle's reluctance o accept o thind teew was prophed by the ariti.
clam the faiy war beglnning to reesive ob that time, largely because his
offorts had boen so successful Initially, within two yeamre of the fuirts
ro-ontablishmont 1t had outgrowm its physiend plant. The Tuildings and
promds could not odevately accomedate and house the uge erowds and
mugrous ashibite thet the fair wns attrecting, Tattle falt thet his
dlosest aselotant, Jumes J, Litehfomd, the Soclety's seerotary, lacied the
mm?anmwwmmumbwtmmmm
severel asves Dalrs held at Wningbony Yeldon, end caveral othor eftles
by county or vegiomal agrienlturel sosletics. These factors oochined ree
aulted in a shup deeline in the stote feir's popularity within four yours
of i%s suocessful re-astetlishment,

~ The fallure of the state to render fmrther finanein) assistance to
the postwar fair sdded to the woos of the Seelety, In both 1960 and 1870,
in tho smownt of state fnde prented the Sooloty, He felt that the agricule

“hattlo, Jimories of s 04 Ting Sar Saals Pe 22
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tural reforss Introduced to the otate YWy the foclety and the falyr would

mﬁmmam&iim%%ﬁﬁawmg

support of the falr in 1871,  The lorisiature, however, declined to ine

arense its ald to the Soclety,
mamm-armmmammwwmmmeom

dations for its adhibitors and visitors was Indicsted bty the prwse glvenm

the 1872 feir, AfGer that yesr's fair the Dgoomstruated Fapugp cervied a

dovastating ofltarial sitech on the fairts fndequate faeflities, Desides

Pinding that the prowds vere too small, the aditaris) expressed the opinton

thet the tulldings vere "Simeputable to the ftate,” Tt urged the oftisens

of Raleigh to fmprove the eltustion, Chould they refuse to do soy tw

article sugreotsd thet the fair cense to be called the state falw, be abane

doned entively, or be moved to mmother town suoh as Veldem, Ooldsboro,

Vilmington, or Cherlotte, The sxticle emded with the bitter statement that

sy long ap you have a Mlorl Tall bottor fitted for a shuek house than |

mmem,mmmmmmmmm1mowmw"n

ﬂ&numwtknﬁammm&awuamﬁa&yzlh&wﬁms¢%Ma@mmw

toverd the Improvement of the fairts phynlosl feellitics must do taken if

1t was to murvive,
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The job of revitalising the state falr foll upon Thamas ¥, Folt, who
vas olected president of the Soclety in 1872, lolt held this position for
oleven yoors, As the cwnor of the Alamance Cotten Millg, he was a wealthy
nene Like Pattlo, he was a vorsstile nan, interosted in industry, politics,
end apriclture, though agriculture was a cecondary interest, Nis politiecel
mmhmmmummumwmm”

Undor Holt's leadership the Soclety decided to move the falyr to a now,
lavper site neey Raleigh, This idea had beon advemced as early as 1869 Yy
z.mmmmmatmzmaemwamumu
Untdl this time this plan had been rejoctod, Wut clrveumstances novw forced
the Soelety to adopt i,

Vhother promptod by femr of the finmmeia) loss that would recult frem
the falr being moved to snother toun or by civie mride, Raleigh chose to
help the flomdering fuir, On Hovembar 15, 1872, the city of Raleigh for
the second time sold the old fair pramnds to the Scolsty for the price of
one dollar, mwmmmwmwi’mmm
from the first sele, vas fires of any restrictions,

The private cltisens of Raleigh also aided the Soeloty in its offorts
to roelocate the falr, Sallie U Proun agreed to soll the Scoloty as ruch
lond as 1t deosired, up to fifty acres, st the price of £ifty dollers por
sove, The land offered the Soclety was ideally situated on the Chepel 1411
M,meammwmmmwmwmmx

”sm A labo (ads)y Macsaplis

’ﬁwmmw cotober 27, 1869,
2% iake Oomuty Regivter of Deeds, Reglotorte Took 35, 19T, vp. 10,




mwmmmwzmm The Socloty was glven wntil
Moy 25, 1973 %o declde if they vould purchaso the land, end if so, how mwh
of tho aerenge, On that date the “ovolety bought 20,22 sores of the Drowm
mm%mwmmmmmwmmmmw.v
n Ootober 21, 1873, the finel deod for the Prowm land was acquired by the
maw.m In Apeil, 1873, the Soclety lad purehnsed an additiondl tract
awmmmwmﬁm‘m

The sale of the old falr grounds wvas bogun a0 soon as o dlesr dood for
it won dbtained fyoen the ¢ty of Raleigh, The Soclety plamed to we the
WMmmmmmmM&’ Hono of the
Tot tho valve of this land provided the Soslety with the finanelal seouwrity
nooded to caryy out its plans to soquire o now olte,

Using the money obtalned prinerily fron subsariptions and a heavy
wortoase on the now prounds, the Sovaloty began construeting tuildings on ite

%mum % an infustrial and residentiel avea on Millshere

”mmmwwmw;mmmmmm

18 5k0 Comty Register of Deeds, Reglsterts Book 36, 1973, pp, 663e6he
*’mmmgmwummmgmm
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neuly acquired growmds in the spring of 1873, Four bulldings were oOne
structed for offices, two at each of the mrineipal entrences to the grownds,
mmzwmmwzxmm“mmmum The
cator of this budlding became the mew Flowal Hall, and ite two wings became
" Planter's and Mechanie's Ualls, A grandetand 300 by 44 feot wae emectod,
It contained three steries, the first to bo used es office space, the other
 two for spectators, The seeand floor alome seatod 3,000 persons, A new
Hachinery Hall, o one story bullding 200 by 44 feet, was constructed,
Other buildings construeted included o two story conservatory, a juipe's
stand, a portatle speaker's stand, 200 stalls for horses and eattloe, and
seventy~five pona for sheep and ewine, A new one-half mile race track wes
mmmmmma

The nev grounds end bulldings were in resdinese for the 1873 fair,
Their dovelopment hed cost the Seslety nearly 950,000, The grounds covered
a total of fifty-five sores, over throe times the aareaps of the old faly
M,a The falr was destined to be held on thene growmds wntil 1929
vhen it wns moved to ite present site,

The 1873 falr proved to bo a completo suscess, From that year until

noties the falr contimued to grow, adding to ite physieal

plant the facilities required by its inevessing popularity, In 1874 the
Soedoty added a hundred stalls for cattle and horses and twentyefive pens

; 2
ng mumber of livestooh exhibits,
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In 1870 the stock stalles were rearranged in order that the public ndght
exanine the llvestoek exhibits rore easily, Troes wore planted to bosutify
the grounds,; move wella were dug, and a new rood wns tuilt te the northeast
m&

Mo added in 1870 was a Wullding for the use of the North Carelins
Depertoent of Agriedlture, The hullding served two major purposes, Pirst,
1t provided tho departzent with the space to cohidbit sgricultural products
from sach of the state's comtien, Second, 1t provided the department with
a place to present avards to the wimning cohibits in the classes for vhich
nmm“’ lemidas T, Pollk, firet comissioner of sgriculture,
had bopun the department's exhibita ot the falr in 1877, the yoor of the
departront's formation,

The fair's popularity in the soventies and early eighties remilted in
an inerease in its finenelal assets, In 1877 the fair's menapoment dls-
eontinued the old sdmission charpe YTased on carriaspes and bugpies and
afopted en aduniseion price par person which was sot ot fifty cnts for
MMW&WWMM“ This change in poliay allowed
the Soolety to grestly ineresse its pate receipts, In 1879, alded by a
£2,000 subseription fyom the citisens of Raleigh, the Soelety was sble to

oo ond Jegumis (Maleigh), October 16, 1879,

25 Jemon T, Tretsclmenn, "The North Carolina Depertoent of Asrienlture
1877-1900" (umpublished nesterts theais, University of North Caroline,
1955),;:.% Hereinafter cited as Fretechmenn, ™, C, Depertnent of
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uﬁuammzmw%mmm.” The highly succcsaftl falr of
1882 netted 72,000 for the Society, and the foclety hoped that this lawpe
mvmﬂ.éanwittomdmihmt:ymm”mw,u

The “oolety's hopes vere not fulfilled, Despite the inercased ro-
oeipts rosuliting from the fairte populerity, the Society was in desporate
financial trouble Yy 1863, The Socioty had scquired a debt of over ,
820,000, Tt had borrowed 10,000 frer ite president, Thomas M, Holt, and
en equal sm from the Novth Careline Insuwremos Conpanys It also oved
interest on these debte esch yemr, 11ttls hoadvey had been made toward
refucing the principsl, The 1883 fair wes not particularly successful,
end somo of the Tocisty's ereditors began to donend thelir money. A9 a
result of those demands, the Sosiety mede an assignment of all its cash to
traammrer Loo D, Heard, vho vas Instymeted to pay promiwss end current
axpenses fron this sun, The remadnder weas to be glven to ¥illism C, Ups
church, Dovid O, Foule, A. Crosch, and Robert T, Yoke, cach of whom was
an assignoo oy trustes of a Judpment apainet the Sooloty held by soveral
muﬂmmm.w

The roderate cuscess of the 1083 falr and the finanelal crisis 3%
caused provpted the leading citisens of the state to sponsor a “tate Time
porition the newt yoar, A dolegntion of Northerm visitors wes expected
to be in the state during October of 1884, and it was fenred that the falr
dustrial grovth, Plamed to he held on the fulr grounds during the entive

? aace and leshonls (Raletgh), Oetober 16, 1979,
ﬁm” Cotobewr 28, 10862,
P Did., cotober 24, 106,
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month of Cetober, the Umposition wne to be & glant dlepley of the atate's
Industrial and sgricultural develomment decisned to impress wpon the people
of the state and 1ts visitars the rapld growth of Nerth Cerolina,

Plans for the Mxposition ware oulelly exmoutod, To house the lmryer
ohitite, 2 huge Contral Txhiddtion Hall vas cnetructed, The uajor
hikit wae the North Carcline Dopartment of Agrielture's 5,000 item
Horth Carolina exhibit which had tWwen displayed at the 1883 Doston Mapoeie
um,” Other smaller taildings for lesser dleplays were alse erocted,
mwmwmmﬁmmmmmmunnmmmﬁ

The Mwpocition was planmed andt axoouted bty private oitisoms, with the
eltisma of Raleish moot active in the plamning, Though located on the
faly grounds, the Mmosition Tuildings were the property of noither the
Socdety nor the Ttate, mmmwmmmmmm
ﬁmwmwmumm

The Bxpoaition wme a suecsss, Muming the sntive momth of Octoder as
plarmed, No sopercte state falr was heold that yoar, Dut as $% wvas legally
nocescary for the %oelsty to give premiurs with the 81,500 obtained each
mmmm,mmwmwtuuwmwwm”

The Meposition seomed to give the falr 2 noodod boost bty aroueing in
mw;wmm:mmmmmwm. Afber

M *i, O, Dopartmant of Aprlenlture,” p, 59,
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the 18284 Meosition, the fair's provth gquickened somovhat and continmued
oach yoor wntil tho nimetion, Dy the late eightemecightics the fair was
drawing crowis of 8,000 to 10,000 people por day end was displaying thous
sands of exhibits from all parts of the state, The falr's incrensing social
setivities were also partly responsitle for the falrts prowing popularity,

¥ith the exvoptions of minor additions to the existing bulldings and
repaira, the phyniecal growth of the falr during the ninetoenth century
terninatod vith twe tranoactions involving the falr and two of the otoate's
spricnltorsl institutions, In 1885 the Depertment of Agriculture porohased
ton gores of land from the Soclety at fifty dollars per acre to bo used as
mwmwmw*swwwmg
The “ociety allowed the dopariment to use, rent free, twenty-five additionel
mmwamm” The use of this camo land on the same terme
vas offered to Horth Cercline “tate Colloge in 1887, The Fmposition Puilding,
locatod on the fair prounds, was demsted to the college by ite stock holders,
These offers were made as a part of the succeseful attempt to sequre the
wmmwm"

The fuir's continued growth enabled the Soolety in 1290 %o BIN1 the
fair oo the "largest Palr in the South," Adverticing methods had bocone
folrly modomm and indluded the use of posters, hand blls, and fywe tickets,
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The falr was pletured as a place vhere the entire family could enjoy a
Say of goul, dleen fim,)| APer 1000 the fuir's Semessing sotisl eedte
vitien contributed greatly to its contimued populsrity,

Yot despite the upewing in its popularity, the falr was unable to
escape financlal troubles, In 1895 the merchents end citisens of Raleigh
raised £3,000 and domsted it to the Soclety to be used for the payment
wmm’e Put by July, 1896, the “oelety had used all this monay
plus the receipts fyom the 1895 falr end needed noney to prepare for the
fair of 18%, NWWWMWMMMM”
With this sum the Soolety constructed now steps for the grendutands, odded
more stalls, and repatred Flove) Hall,

Bermehen Comeron, rentlomen faruer, loading soelal fipure, end a move
bor of ene of the state's most prominent familiecs, was clectod president
of the Soclety in 1895 partly beocause 1t was hoped that he could improve
the fair's finmelel oitustion, lLargely becouse of his efforts the 1996
fair vas able o pay all its expenses but could emly alightly reduce ite
dobt, /nd, as veual, very little remained with vhich to prepare for the
fair of 1895, As of Jamuery 7, 1897, the Soclety had on hand a balance of
only 810,74, This, however, represmted a slight improvement over the
1895 fair's balmnoe sheot, for in that yoar the fair had to postpone the
Wafﬁxu&mm%'

”amnsmmma.&ww,mmm
cmmm. Maiversity of North Caroline,

mmmmwmm
”mmmmwmm mmwmm,

Southern Nistorical Oollection, University of North

m:mmmmmmmmgm. in jhid.

£50mn Nichols to Donnohen Cameren, Jemuery 11, 1897, in 134,



The finmmeial problen continued to hamper the fair's development
during the last fow yoars of the century, “oclety leaders after 1296
atterpted without success to improve the fair's financiel stendings, In
1897 nichard H, Pattle, the Soclety's novly elected president, was aseignod
the task of improving the falrts finencss, He wes replaced in 1892 by
Colonol John Cummingher who alse tried to advancs the fair financially,
Put in 1099 the “ooloty still hed & bonded debt of 826,000, Yet there wms
an stmosphere of hope prevalling among the Soclety's leaders, The gate
recaipts that yeor wore thirty per cent above those of 1898, and the
Sooloty wae able to declave a dividend and make payment of intercet on ite
bonrle, (leude Paker Denson, treasuwrer of the Soelety for seversl years,
stated that the bond holders should realise that the falr wns Improving
mmnyuamammmmammmmmwmwﬂ
Despite Demson's encowraping amoumecement,; bonds were then selling at the
MMW«!MW&W@%:MQ |

Though the falr was never out of financial trouvdble during the entive
Mmmy,mmmmwumammm
v most of the state, In the late eighteen-nineties the felr was drawing
erowde muwboring eo high as 20,000 per doy, or doulile the dally attendance
of the eightemmeeightics, The exhibits reflected every phase of the
industrial, agrieultural, edusstional, and sceial 1ife of Nerth Carolina,
Trom a small concern with a 2524 premdum 1ist in 1293 the falir had become
a plgentic arpanisetion requiring thousands of dollars to operate and

"mmm cetober 22, 1899,
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tringing plessure and inmstruction to thousands of pecple from all parts
of the state,

Several factors contributed to this amesing growth, Releigh's change
of sttitule townrd the falr was undoultedly a large Cfactor in the growth
of the falr during the postuer peried, Without the demstion of the old
falr promds from the elty, 1t is doubtful that the falr vould have surw
vived, as noney wes needed for o now start and the Scelety had hardly eny
of ite own, The cash donations given to the Soelety by the mewrchants and
people of Ralelgh cnabled the Socioty to stave off financlal complioations
ot oritienl times, Though debls might not have overvhelmed the Society
had it not received this ald, the money no doubt ensbled the Soclety to
spen! more on the empension of premium lists snd other devices denipned to
attract pecple to the fair,

The fair wes, however, unquestionsbly hurt bty its inability to solve
ite financial problems, Hed 4t not beon constently in debt, it certainly
would have developad oven move rapidly and attracted oven better exhibits,
In the realn of finenes, the fair, like sy other concern, was affected Yy
the ups and dowma of the national ccamony, The period of depression in the
piddle ninetiocs resulted in a slump for the falr vhich wes not corrected
until 1899,

The emthusias: for expositions and fairs vhich swect the state, the
South, and the nation during the elrhtics and minoties prectly benefited
the fairy It was during this poriod that the state alded the falr by
entering ovhibits previously displayed at expositions in other states,
The State Faxposition of 1824 helped remnew the state's interest in feivs,
and partioularly in the state feir, The eighties and csrly nineties were
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the golden ages of faire and expositions, Jome of thelr penerel popularity
wvas naturally transferred to the state fair and wes thus a larpe factor
in the fair's popularity in the later postusr period,

flood leadership, however, vas by far the most important factor in the
suecess of the postwer fair., OSome prominent North Carclinian stepped
forvard to take the respomaibility of guiding the falr through each serious
erisio that it faced, Femp P¢ Pattle was the firet to do so when he ssoepted
the major challenge of reviving the fair in 1869, and ho sot a precedent
bty doing an exeellent job,

Hext to that of Pattle, Thomas M, Holt's personal leadership wne
invaluatle to the Soclety during the postumr period, Cerving as president
of the Soelety from 1873 to 1884, longer than any other men in the ninew
teonth century, he netwrally was the most influentinl figure in the fair's
development, Holt directed the moving of the fair in 1673, which with the
excoption of the falr's re-ectablishment, was ensily the most important
event in the fair's postvar history, Without this change the fair would
cortainly have become of sigmificance only in the Vake County ares, and
might have boen completely abolished, It wes largely beesuse of Holt's
efforts that the revised felr became so popular during the seventies and
eightics, His personsl loans to the “ocoiety more than onoe kept the falr
from gerious finencial trouble, and his position as a mmufecturer vas
ocortainly helpful in obtaining industrial exhidits for the fair,

Captain Claude Paber Denson was of great halp to lelt in ruming the
falr aftor 1876 vhen he wae olocted coaretary of the Soclety, Denson cone

tinued in this position after Holt left office, and wae loter clected
treasurer of the Jociety, Though nover president himself, he was a leading
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figure in the management of the falr throughout the ninoteenth and into
the twanticth amtwy.“ John Nichole became e leader in the fair's
managenont aftor 1895, Serving ss the Soclety's secretery, he did much of
the work comncoted with its orpanisation mnd promotion, Presidents
TPennohan Comeron, Richsrd Pattlo; and John Cunningham, along with other
rroninent loaders of the state, contimued to give the fair emesllent
leadershiy during the lste ninetice, Theose menm were oll capable, intele
1lipgent, and sincevely interented in the falr, Thourh most of them ware
not farsers, btut professiomel men and politieians, they were experienced
in and capallle of orpenisation, a most important facter in mn wdertaking
as complionted se the falr, They lnew and were lnown by memy of the leading
industrialists end plentation owmers of the ctate, and thelr ecomtacts with
such people wndoubtedly drev memy exhibite to the falr thet would have
been othervise impossiblo to obtain, It was largely because of the efforts
of these fine loaders that the fair becmme a fismly estallished institution
in the lives of the peopls of North Carolina by the end of the nincteenth
contary,

Y00t Soniversary Prozvam of the State Falzs pe 4l



CHAPTER IV
SOCTAL ASPECTS OF THE FAIR

The Nerth Carolina State Amriculturel Soclety had established the
state fair to provote and encourage sgriculture and industry in Horth
Carolina, It was demigned primarily to instruet the everage farmer or
mechanic in the latest selentific advances in his speeific field, Yet
from the very begiming the fair had a social aspoct, one vhich wes to
dovelop to be ot least as Lmportent ss any other aspect of the fair,
This social dovelopment storted with the firet fair and continued to
gain nomentum throurhout the century,

One of the soclal features that was to remain a faverite with the
to mmse the erowds of the first falr in 1853, and they proved a spooe
mml The bands usually represented some town, and certain
ones seomed to bo favorites, Turing the ante-bellum period the Salistury
bend, which was hived by the Soclety in 1258, was one of the most
pm!ar.a Host of the musie provided in the ante-bellum period was of
a martial strain end wes thue in heeping with the Southern tempersment
of that era, The popularity of the bends extended imte the postusr faire,
As the crowds grew larger, more bands wers required to acocormodate them,
The Salishury band remained a favorite, It bands firom all over the state
appenred ot the falrs, Among the towns vepresented at least onoe by a
band were Salem, Concord, Carthapge, Oak City, Vinston, Maleigh, and

Lcomiiienldy Raloleh Reziotar, October 8, 1053,
“North Gorolina Plamter, T (Novesber, 1858), 360,
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falistury, Pands wore especially popular during the late soventies and

the early oighties, Mmmmuwtumw,’mm

mmmwuwwmmmmm«‘
Bands of all types and deseriptions wvere invited to play at the falr,

among them small bends, large bends, string bands, trass bands, mavching
bends, and silver cormmet bands, A1l were evidently thoroughly enjoyed
bty the thousands of people who sttended the fairs,

The appearsnce of nilitery and semi.military drill teams wns emother
social attraction, wvhich, 1ike the bands, had been popular during the
ante-bellum period snd which became oven more so at the postunr fairs,
These orpanisations were extremely popular towerd the end of the ante-
bellum period, a fact that probably reflects the South's growing militant
sttitnde, Like the bands, these organisations represented the towns and
academies of the state, At the 1855 falr there were throe such groups,
the Oak City Cuards, the Independent Cumds, and the Cadets of My, lLove-
joy's School, Dach growp displayed ite drilling and marching obility
ﬁwmms In 1860 a Zouave wnit from the soademy at Hillsboro
mmnmmmmnwmmmé

Defeat at the hands of the Horth did not stop North Carolinians
from ofniring things militery, and the popularity of the military wnits
vas groater than over after the war, lMany of the militaristic displaye
vore in the tradition of the lost cause, especially dwring the ere in
vhich the Pourbons controlled the state, Nearly every school or town
in the state thet hed o military mnit wme repreosented at the falr, end

’wnm (Raleigh), October 18, 1876,
“Sows aud Checzver, cotober 21, 1890,

*\oully llorth Corolin Standend, October 20, 1885,
®oemlesiogidy Radodch Begigtar, October 31, 1860,
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in the Rourbon period groups vere even imported from other stetes, Such
groups eppeaved in incressing mumbers after 1274, In that yoar the Ding-
ham Cadets, the Cadets of the Horner and Graves School of Hillsboro, amd
mwmmmwmmf In 1876 there were
umummmummf In 1877 Governor Vade Hempton
of South Cerolina and Covernor Zebulon Vance of Horth Carolina reviewed
wm&mmwymwmmm" In 1883
mwmmmmymmmww
mwmmw.. and in 1893 the Seventh Maryland
Wmmaatmm:-.n In 1896 this trend reached its heolight
vhon the Pitt Rifles and the Framklin Cuards were scheduled to fight a
mmmmmm"’

Tt is intoresting to note that noarly all the military groups that
appeared at the falir, both tefore and after the war, were of a serious
eppear at the falr, they appeared infrecuently and vere not woll received
by the publie, In 1854 a group called the Fnights of Den Quixote was st
the fair, Dressed in the Mrillimmt colors, plumes, and trappings trae
ditionally assoclated with the Imights of old, they precented a splemdid

"Daldy Sentinel (Raleigh), October 15, 1§74

® 44, oetover 19, 1076,

"calaabore Yeseenear, Ootober 18, 1877,
Voo sud Thesrver, October 17, 1683,
rraa., October 18, 1093,

12444, October 20, 1896,
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gpoctacle, /Mmong the group were such figzures as the Imight of the Rusty
m1,m'mtwmmmm.mmmmwmmm.”
Another eomie proup, the Royel Raleigh Ringtell Rousers, sppesred in
lﬁm,mmmmﬂvﬂhmﬂnw.unﬂnﬂmmmm
to take the military 1ightly ves made in 1875 vhen the fair ended with a
édross porade of the Mlligan Oumds and the Crand Panjondrume of the noble
mwnmn.mwmmcwm”

Hono of the shove groups returned to the falr after thelr initial
eppearanee, The Inights of Don Quiwote hed plamned to return in 1855,
but falled to do so, The Royal Raleigh Ringtall Rousers, who wvere ene
Joyed only by the ehildren and Negroes at the felr, were deseribed in a
Raleigh paper as "a orowd of grotesque beings , + « unorthy of mention®
exopt an fallures, The article expressed the hope that this would be
mmwwmm,uum,% The Mlligen Ouvards
end the Crand Penjandrums of 1875 slso made only ome appearance, It
would soem that suoh eolorful, pompous, and comical dleplays would be
erowd pleasers, Their fallure could indicate the unillingnens of the
southern people to parody the military,

Horse racing was the most important soclal event at the falr throughe
out the emtury, TPxtremely popular before the war, racing became even
more so afterward, The track ot the old falr grownds was extended to
a ono-hall mile track vhen the falr wes revived in 1869, end a one<half

mile track wes constructed on the new prounds vhen the faly moved in

Dognd-teaidy Raloleh Beclatar, Ostober 25, 1854,
001y Baledeh Resdoter, Oetober 27, 1858,
Yopally Sentingl (Relefsh), October 12, 1675,
Y0007 Jorth Corgling Stendapd, Novesber 3, 1658,



1873, by 1822 the races wore attracting horsss not only fvon North
Carolina btubt alse fram New York, Virginis, end South emlmn.”

The popularity of the races remained high wotil the early nineties,
vhen it bogen to docline Pecause of the poor quality of the horses the
races vere than ettracting, Intevest in the races remained high, however,
and the Soclety began to seek mczns o attrmet botter horsss, In 189%
Pennohan Cameron was elocted president of the Soelety partly because he
wag 8 groat horseman and knew other horsemen across the cowtry, It was
hoped that Cemeron could restore the races to their old grandeur, The
fociety was interested in restoring the raows to this positiom not cnly
btocavge of the continued spectator interest in them Yut also becmusa they
had the potentisl of malking money for the foclety,

Upon teking office, Coneron immedistely began & compaien to improve
the fairfs racing program, He had the Soclety's secretary, John Nichols,
write sovoral prominent horsemen throughout the South asking them for
tholr suppections as to how the program could be fmproved, R, B, Piges
of Arlington, Meryland, wrote Cameron thet horsemen 214 not like %o race
in North Cardlina becnuse of bad trocks, poor Juiges, and small purses,
Ho sugrested thet the falr obiain Frenk P, Walker of Indimmepelis, ™ndisna,
as a starter, pet compotent Judges, end work on the track o few woeks
before the raves, le proposed thet the fair hold six trotiing recee
open to all comtestants for a two mdred dollar purse, one trotting
race open to North Carolina horses only, end two runing races of ono-half
and throe-quarters of a mile with respective purses of one and two mdred
dollars, le also sugrested thet the purses be pald in cesh after each

“hevs snd Chesgwer, Ostober 17, 1862,
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race, with the vimoer potting ot least £ifty per cent of the purse, His
last sugrostion was that a reeing olrouit should be formed in North
mmmmnwmmummm Cemoron also
seceived sugpestions from Johm T, Piggs of Reideville, Lycurgus L, Staton
of Tarboro, C. G, Austin of Raleigh, and L. Panks Holt,

The proposals of all thess man were similer to those of R, B, Piggs,
with excoption of those of Statom, Staton, wnlike the others, twred
ruming horees rather than trotters, Pricr to 1295 some mumming races
had been held, tut the large majority of the raccs were trotting matches,
MmmmMm%ummmm
and that some of the trotting races bo dropped,

Meny of the proposals made by Rs Es Bigpe and the others, including
the propomsal o form o elreuit, were adopted by the Socloty for the races
of the 1896 falr with excellent results, for in that year the races made
nmoney for the Soclety, thus putting the falr assoclistion in comparatively
mwmm Races for pentloment's voad horses and a race for
Jurpors vere added to the program of the 1896 races in addition to the
mmmua.a Camoron's efforts to revive the races hed

ma.&m.m to Cameron, Decenber 1895, in Denmohan
mm.mmm. : of Horth
Carolina, | eited as the Cemeron Papers,

1930 Hichols to Pemnehey Cemewcn, August 7, 1896, in i34,

wﬂ; Js Carter to Demnshgy Cameron, January 27, 1897, in ihid.

L john Nichols to onnchgy Camevon, September 4y 1896, in ibid.



Another event of come soclial significance wes the mmual addross
delivored to the Soclety by come prominent figure of the #ate, Pegun
in 1853 as an instructional feature, it remained largely thet until juet
bofore the war, But even in the ente~bellum period it became one of the
highlights of the fair's soclal agenda, At each of the anto-bellum faire
the attendance reached its peak on the day of the address, For it was
on this day that many of the leaders of North Carolina's social 1ife
came to the falr to see snd be seen, Tho soclal significence of the
address ovan bofore the war can ba seen in the faet that vhen David Oute
law failed to appear to deliver the address in 1859, Daniel !, Parringer,
mmm,mmmmm,mmmﬁgnmm.
and Valter L. Cteelo all made extemporsneous spoeches,

After the falr wms re-cstablished in 1860 it beceme the custem for
the governor to give the address, This practice almost commlstely robbed
the address of any instructional walue and turmed it into a politieal and
soclal event, ‘hen it was impossible for the governor to meke the address,
nor the various other speakers were above using this opportunity to
sfvance their politicel eause, In 1893, for exmmple, Zebulon Vance made
an impassioned politieal address urging the farmer to desert the Populist
wmmwu.”

Parades, usually held on the fivet day of the fair, were also popue
lor with the erowds, They had developed from the practice of having the
falr mershals and the leaders of the Soslety, all mounted on horsebask,

Pugeth Soroling Pamtex, 1T (November, 1859), 340,
“oug nd Qecrss, October 18, 1893,
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open the fair Yy leading a procossion to the fair grounds, Though attempts
vore mado to expand it, the parade wes never sn ocutstanding featwre bofore
the wvar, After the war, however, it wae nade into an claborate affair

and became one of the fair's major attractions, This was especially so
during the seventics and eightion, vhen the parade bocame a trados proe
cossion with the mejor induwstries that exhibited thelr products at the

fair entering huge floats, In 18060 the W, J, Mlackwell Tobascco Company
entored a float that wns comprised of Negroes engaged in tobacco manue
facturing, TPdvaerds and Proughton and Company entered o floet with an
operating printing press, B, Ts Vyatt displayed leather goods made in
Raleigh, and John Cayton entored a float depieting men cwtting local
granite, R, N, Mitohall's float displayed the “"operation of making bollers,”
ammmwmammwmumwmu
The parades probobly reashed their peak in 1892 vhen the falr was held in
confunction with the Raleigh Centennial Calelration, That year the parade
was over two miles long and wen composed of 200 marshals on howoeback,

some forty floets, state povermment offielals, seversl bends, bleycle riders,
and mevching ndlitery wmits, . With sll their spectacle, color, noiss, and
excitenent the parades could hardly fail to be popular,

The bands, the military groups, the races, the mwmual speoches, end
the parades all originated in the snte-bdellum period and were spectator
events, After the war, horever, sports ovents and contests in which the
faiy goor participated bocare a significant feature of the fair's soclal
activities, am.wmmmﬁ The event

Ysovs and Qbogrver, Octobew 21, 1890,
25104d., October 19, 1892,
%0g8dy senting) (Raleigh), Otober 23, 1671,
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proved so popular that it becare an annual foature ot future faire, In
fact shooting became such o popular sport at the falr thet terpots other
thon pigeons had %o be found, and soon glass bell and potatoeshooting
matches wore added to the fair's program, In 1872 a foot race among soms
MWMW“WM&#W!M” The foot races
and not mere comical ovents as was the first race,

Other minor sports svents and emntests were also held at the falrs,
Partly to attract young people to the fair, the nenspement in 1821 intave
MWW,MM&,&:WWM’”
These tournoments, in vhich young men dressed as Imights tested thelr
prowess, gained enormous populsrity during the nimeties, The tournement
wirmor received the homor of erowning the Queen of love and Neauty at the
ennual Coronation Pall, usually held towerd the ond of the fair week,
Though most of the contests and sports events were of an athletic nature,
mmmmm.”

Spectator sports other than horse racing also proved to be populer
with erowds, In 1271 somo Cherolwe Indians were teought to the falr to
play their native game of hand ball, Their ability wes apprecioted,
mmmummm” In 1873 the first of the




prosent day organised sports wade its appesrmnce at the fadr whem the
WM&WG@P&%MM%MMWM&MSI
Paseball paves were played at nsarly ewery fair during the seventies, tut
began to decline in public sppoal in the lste eighties, In 1892 football
was Introduced to the fair vhen the ctudents of the Agricultvral end
Mechanical Collepe (Horth Carclina State) plsyed an exhiddtion geme,

Tha postwer falr quickly bocoms o comvention grounds for various
organisations, thus preatly enhancing its socisl signifiecance, As carly
MMWW%:MMM&W@WM;” The
WMM&'MMMMW‘” By 1220 the
WWMMtWmem¢” They vere
to become a permament fosture of the falr's socisl progran, Tn 1826 o
convention of northern settlers wes held at the fair, snd over ome thousand
Hortherners who had adopted North Cerolina as their home state attended the
mooting, They forped a Northern Settlers Associstion of North Carolina in
that year, snd, like the Confedurate vetersns, contimmed to hold their
mmmwmmm.ﬁ In 1887 the situstion waz reversed as a
MMMMMMMMMWMme
however, did not retum to the fair,

T 1hides Soptenber 20, 1073,
”mmw.mzs, 1892,
Tally Sestingl (Releigh), Ostober 16, 1873,
Soldghoro loggencer, Octobar 22, 1877,
Haum a0d Chogrwer, October 14, 1881,
Dulletine VII (November, 1886}, 8,

T hown and Dhogrwr, October 16, 1867,
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The Farmerts Alliance of Vorth Cerolina made ample use of the falr
both politically and scelally during the eighties and early nineties,
Trtrenely large crouds of Mlience farmers patronized the falr, T4 wne
estimated that four-fifths of those in sttendance at the 1889 falr were
mammmmmmﬁg In that your the Alisnce
emrried out a publiecity stunt that has probebly never bemm equaled in the
history of the falr, Thon engagsd in o fight o the doath with the jute
trust, the Allisnce was pleading with the farmers to huy fertiliszer in
cotton rether than Jute begeling in onder to force the Jute trust to lower
its prices, To call attention to thelr fight the Allionce arranged o
vedding of one of thelr meshers at the falr, A, V., Potemen and
Josephine Ynowles, both of Vashington County, were merried on Tuesday,
Ootober 15, 1889, by the Mate Allisnce chaplain, The emtire wedding
party was dressed in cotion bagring, The tride and groom were congratue-
lated Yy Covernor Paniel Poulle, vho approved of both the wedding and the
£1gh vith the fute trust,’

In the postwar period the falr begen to aponsor special days on
was a holiday for the public school children, a development of the late
mmmmmmmmwmw On publie school day the
wmwmmwuwumm
uﬁgm.mgm.mmmgmwmtma
Negro attendence, pormitted even in the ante<bellum period, greatly ine
creased after the var, In 1882 the Negro crowd at the falyr wms larger

3n4d., October 17, 1809,
P1bid,, Octover 16, 1899,
Mnss,, deteder 26, 1890,
Alnia,, October 14, 1809,



than that ettending their own industrial fair which had been held the
mrevious wek,>2 Dy 1891 the fair had setablished a colored day, though
egroos were allowed to attend the feir on eny day, The falr of 1891,
which was held in eonfunetion with the Southern Faposition, had en educe
tiomal day ond a University day; toth being held during feir veek, yot
Mmamasmmtmmwmw.” The idoa of the
spocial day was firely cstablished by 1290,

During 1888 the fair's use of the "spocial attraction” rapidly inercased,
These events were, without exception, of an wmususl or spectacular nature
ond vere designed to draw crowls, This type attraction did not become
popular until the late eighties, and closely paralleled the development
of the carnivel, In 1882 the fair sponsored = balloon ascemsion attenpt
vhich felled, the balloon company leaving towm without notice the night
muanm.“namwxmmamwmmasmm.
the vensgement of the falr uns detormined to present such & spectacle to
the people of North Carolina, In 1890 the first balloon flight from the
fair was nade, end for added interest, the balloonist vetwmed to carth
wm‘s flancaforth throughout the ninetiss, a feir wes not o
fair vithout a belloon ascemsion and a parschute junp, Iless spectaculer
fontures indluding cyelist, lion trainars, snd even the Cottyshurg cycloe
rome wvere schoduled as speclal attractions st the falr, though ocenzionally
WMMWMmmmhw.“

821344,, Ootober 22, 1862,
8144., October 17, 1091,
”‘m Oateber 19, 1008,

45048, october 16, 1090,
461143., Ootover 24, 1894,
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In 1896 the faly entered the politieanl ficld in search of a mpocisl
attraction ly ottepting to obtain Wlliam Jemmings Prymn for a parsonsl
M‘vmmwmmmmawmmmmw
loanders, and almost all of vhem were Demoorats, were sager to ses Pryen
come to the state, Though the most powerful pelitieal forces in the state
alded the Soclety in its offurts, Pryan could not be indueed to appear,

The evlomad carnivelelike midway vhich is todey so much a part of the
the eichtesn-ninetics, It vas entirely o pootusr development, as enly &
fou prmes of cheance had beoen comneoted with the anto-bollum faivs,
nidvay from developing with rapidity during the coventies and oighties,
The fact thet the midmy syreng to life during the nineties, and especially
fron 1895 o, might be considered evidence that & more libersl stiitude

Though the grest surge of dovelopment oame in tho ninetiss, swme
aspocts of the carniwal were to be seen soon after the falr's re-cstaliish.
vent in 1869, n 1870 a frenk show dlaplaying, smomg other attwactions,
*umwmumwm‘mamwmw In 1873 & midget
wne reportedly exhibited at the falr,  Omall frenk shows such as these
ning to draw lovger shows, In that yoar a Professoy Peck had a side show

MTyaten S, Core to Donnohay Comeren, August 4, 1006, in Canevon Papors,
“oaliy sentinel (naletgh), Octobor 2, 1670,
8148,, Octobar 14, 1873,



63
ot the fair vhich was of consideradble sinme, In addition to such fyeaks
as an albino, o bearded woman, and sovwe duerfs, Fock presented a Punch and
mm.’w The elow growth of the midwey contimued, and in 1986 the fair
Mmﬂﬁm&matmmwiuhim.ﬂ In 189 a photo
gallory cene to the foir and 414 o booming tusiness, - Tn 1094
Captain Cothart twought his menageris of three llons, some tipers, hymmas,
mm,wmwwmm,” There were soveral other shous on
the grovnde in addition to that of Captein Ocbhart,

The orgenised, mrofessionally run carnivel shows bogen to appoar ot
the faly in the lote ninetlen, Ny 1095 the fafr had developed an almost
modarn nidway., At this falr, beside the repuler freck and side shows, there
was o "ful” show dosignod exslusively for o malo audience, n that year
show and sos the girls, This show wns shut down by the Soeleoty en Thureday
of faly weel, but tivough a "eorprondss” 1% uas allowed to ve-open,
Therealfter the secrotary of the Soclety, John Fichols, policed the shaw %o
mmmwummemm%

In 1897 the shows of Vietor D lLesvitt ware on the falr grounds, mnd
thay returnod in 1008, Among the sttrections of leavitt's shows wore the
the “tayved Oubens (on interosting commemtary on the politicnl somme in

“liom @4 Shesrvez, October 21, 185,
B 3id,, Octover 27, 1006,
" hides October 20, 2892,
”m: Cetobar 19, 1604,
S47v4d., Ootobar 26, 1695,
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Moricn ot that tire), Jin Ney, Blled as one of Arorica's emartest horson,
mmmmmmm.”

Ty 1900 the nodern nidway with its orpanised shows, fvesk: shows; side
phows, and pomos of chanos hod booome a part of the state foir, Thouph
thore is 13ttle doultt that this developrent drow erowds to the falr, thore
iz aloo 1it4ls doubt that it cleo helped dimintsh the fals's walue as an
instroetional institution, The coming of the nidvay was just another step
in the fair's soslalisabion,

As thw falr developod socially, end espesially with the devnlopment
of the riduny, more wdesirabtle olements of lnxan soelety began to frequent
a8 well az at the falr iteelf neturully encoursped rowdy conduct on the
part of thome vho were so inelised, Also, the groat amownt of noney whdeh
cxme o the faly in the pockete of the vieitors was en irvesistable tomptoe
tion for those vho were looking for easy monoy, Plekpockets began thelr
trade at the fair in the ante~bellum deys md continued to peaotice at the
mmm;,mmmm.ﬁ

Althouch drinldny and peedling had boen oncountered ot the emte-bellum
falire, both of thoso problems booame worse as the falve boemo larper,

It vas one of the major tasks of the falr merchals and the extra polics to
diseournge hoth of these evils, thourh gardling uaunlly eauced the mont
trovble,

As early as 1956 the Socdoty fomued a statensnt tiwough the ipator
explaining that the managers of the falr hed forbldden padling on the

51Md., Oetoher 26, 1008,
oeiay Sontingd (Raleigh), October 16, 1673,



mm.wtmmmmwammmmmma
mﬂmwmvam During the pootune years genbling
at the falr omtinued despite the efforte of the fniv's nansgoment o
provent 18, In 187 the exoutive somdttos relexed its efforts to curd
gmes, The pmers of the day roundly comdermed this poliey, saying thet

Dy 1879 the Soclety had retumad to its old poliey of prohibiting
gusbling, though 1% ves reported that prdilers hod offored the Soelety
Mwmwmmwwmmm’? Thie poliey
ammzeummwmwmmmmsmmw'
-mmmwwmg*Mwan*& Cartling thet
ooulld not be classed an games of chonoe contimued to be barred by the
problon Yy pescing & law which stated that “all pawos of chunece, vhoels of
fortune, and gexbling of all specios st any fair are beroly forbiddon,®
Furthorsore, i the of floore of a falr Imov thet pondbling ves teing dose
on the prounds and did mot try o otop ity or 4 pobling wos 1iconsed by
the falw, then the officisls of that falr eould be forced to repay monsy
lost by & falr visiter %c o grebles and to oloo pay an oqual asount to the
MM&

)gatag, T (osesher, 18561, &40,

Posily camtinel (Releigh), October 19, 1974,
ﬁmmm (Raleligh), Ostober 19, 1874,
“liom md Sagcs, cotober 15, 1005,
“zmatm Gazoling (1091)y pe 176,
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m@mmmmgwmmy,m.mmmmm
of the MWMMMMMMWQWM*

Az late as 1899 the grebilers were still trying o oporate at the falrse, and
several patos oporatore on the miduey vere arrested, Others decided to
mmyanm*urtmm&

Tuen noturs boing whot 4% S8, alooholic boverages emwed the falrts
menapovent a considerable anount of trouble, Though sale of liguor on the
falr gromds was forbidden, the problem had boen present in the ante-bsllum
pordod, but on o muell scale, then the Calr wes re-cstalilshed, howover,
the mroblen prev as the arowds grovw, The Joolety sgein took o very oo
gtond on the fcsue by peohibiting the sales oy pocosssion of alocholie
boverogos on the falr cromnds, As o result of this striot poliey, the
protlen wme trancferred to the elty of Raleigh, for vost of the drinking
wos dome of nisht and 418 not directly concern the faiw, In 1074 the
Rxleigh "Saloons were Yoo doep ot night with frantie ealle for the
MMM&WM%MM&&M‘“

vith so »my peopls drinking, the falr couwld haxdly svoid some troulle
with those who omild not limit thelr thiret, In 1601 the press corpleined
wmmmwm&wmmﬁ The bertondors and
guloon heepers of Naleigh naturally tool: odvamtape of the hupe crowde in
Baleigh Guring falr vesk ond bopan o rerein open twemtyefour hows o duy
mmmwmm. This practice twourht down upon their hends

» Ottober 19, 1899,
s‘mnm; (Raledgh), Cotober 15, 1874,
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tho wroth of the ninicter of Naleighte Mirst Taptist Chureh, vho foared
mmmm;emmmmmrma.& file foars proved
somevhet comgenreted, for vith the exeeption of sove minor disturbancos,
the falr iteelf hed suprisingly 1ittle trouble with thoso wnder the ine
flumoe of alechol, Yo seriown dlsturbance ot the folr seems to lave stesmed
espeoially efter 1073, Docause of the slowness of travel in the sarlier
memmmmwm”mawm
%mmﬁmﬁmnﬁlw»w

¥ith guch orowds in the elty, Raleloh naturally took on a fustive aly,
foelal lsaders of North Caroline flocked to the ¢ity in such mmbers that
sresoive, Amone the more prosdnent figuroe of the 1860%, for auanple,
mwaw,wwmmm»m&wm
of such & large ywospootive sudienss and, sspeeially in the antoebellum
mmmwmwammﬁ

67040, Cotober 12, 2097,
é% ed=iioakly Salaieh Jeciotar, October 19, 1843,
mmmw Oatober 24, 1060,
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Alge tryine to sttract the crowds after the falr's rowostoddishoent
vore the theaters of the olty, thus adding grestly %o the noolal signifi.
canon of the falr wook, As ssrly ns 1870 the falr visitors vere being
entertained in the theotors in the evemings after the fnir closed with sush
clsosioe as "othelle," U In 1873 both Tucker and Metvepoliten Halls vere
mm’”‘ In 1820 the fmmous Ford Company was in the olty dwring
Manwmmmmwwmmﬁ An the theaters
in full in the sctivities of the falwy bt like the politiclans, they a41d
of the visitors to soo such nn event, “uch en introduction of things oul
state on vould have the informmtion gnined at on agrimltural mesting,

The cvatom of holding parties and balls during the week of the falr
we to nmale soeisl 1ife in Maleigh during that weok s continual gala, The
amual merabalfe bell in the ente-bollum period, Tarly in the soventios
parties duwrling felr weok, In 1074 the Cak City Pleamme Club held ite
el "grand hop” during the falr end as a vesullt of its sucooes, otaped

Potor Tvans Swith tohis vifey Octobor 24y 1570 in Potor Tvans Suith
Papors, Southesn Mistorieal Miversity of Harth Caroling, Hepew
W&M%me‘m&w

P aiiv setingl (aletgh), Octeber 14 1873,
Phous mi Chosrwz, Ooteber 18, 1280,
Paily Sontingd (Raletgh), Octeber 14, 1075,
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othor Naloigh elubs, In 1876 the Momogram Clud of Raledgh held a german
during folr weel, spd the marshal's ball and the Moasure Club's "hop" were
Wumm,% In 168) the Soclety added the Orand Coromation Pall to
mmmmxmarm” This development continned theough
the eightion and veached its peak in 1802, In thet yeer the City of Raleigh
had a Centerminl Colobwation in conjunction with the falr, fzong the tells
and parties held durling the week vers the Capdtal Club's gorman, the
Liallegre Club's gorsan, the Orand Conterninl Dall, snd the Orend Coronstion
M.M Thene balls recelved extensive coverage by the press, with the
oostunes of the gussts desoribed in detell, They served as the crowming
ovents of an extremely signiflcant week, Though most of these parties were
not dlrectly connected with the faly, they rrently comtributad to the ovate
a1l sipgnifiomes of the falr week,

Put eventa alone do not male s falr succesoitd, soclally or otherwises
peopls do, And the poople thomselves must be considered the falyr's major
for mony of ite visitors, ‘het 1t moont to the orowds, vhet they falt,

o how they aoted at the felire omn Yoot be seon in contemporery scoounts
of that event,

Potor Bvano Spith gives a vivid asccommt of the affects of foul wemther
on the falr erowde in o lettor to his vifes "Over holf the erowd got wetp
and ouch & oight you never sev with wiselles turned wrong side outewalso
ammmmmmmw*w In 1877 sn editorial in

”mw-mmmmm,wwm.m,mm& Papere,



a Raleigh paper desaribed Raleigh ot falr week thusly:

Raleigh sbounds in enimation Just now, Driving, salling, end nading
mamm. mmt:mmwmmmwmw
activity. w%mmwﬁmmwwmum
for no oore ¢ + « »

Anothor avoomt doseribos, in a rather colorful style, the elty during the
1882 fadre

The eity hae had & ‘regular jewboree® for ten deys pest, The erowds end

dust, anile doeps the crowds and mud, Imee deopy the crowded hotels, and

L SR I m e e e
g&mwmw;m,m,mm,m,mm

The soolal aspects of the felr sorved se a mirror of the social 1ife
of the state, The Worth Corolinian's great love for thinpge military cmn
esnily bo seen in the populavity of militery proups ot the foir, In the
Bourbon ora the lost cause philosophy i potised in such events as the
liniants love for the rooanticsl cen be found in the pomp, color, mnd
spoctacle of the towrnaments and grend coronation balls, The scelal
poople of the state at sy clven tive during the emtury, This faot s
eanily soon vhen the olde showe of 1895 are cemparod with those of 1860,
1875, or even 1885,

The socinl dovelopment of the falr unquestionsbly coused a donline
in the fairts value so an Inotructionsl institution, This fact wae vecop-
nised as early as 2860, In that yoar the Joxth Coroling Plomter charped
that many were stiending the falvs to enjoy the soelsl events instesd of

™ qadshors lasemces, Ostober 15, 1677,
™ pumes god Joshado (aleigh), October 25, 1962,
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to sook informetion comcerning agriocuitural end industrial sdvenocements,

The decline of the fair's instructional value in the postumr years vas
mearly rroportional to the development of its soolal aspects,

The spreading of the festivities in the postwsy perilod to inslude the
soelal 1ife of Raledgh furthor vedused the falr's insteuctional value,
The soelal evente in the oity hurt the Soclety bty drawing the crowls frem
its ovening meotinge, which were among the most instruetive of the evente
hold Yy the Scelety, Tuming the amwmsl saddvess into o sosial affelr by
allowing the povernor to precent it wss & mistalo on the part of the
foelety, for some who sttonded the eity's soolal ovents insteed of the
Soctoty's nightly meetings uight have come to the adiress,

The developmont of the midvay probably did more to diminish the fair's
instructional wnlue than any other one thing, for it sllowed the visiter
to spond both nipht and doy in the muwrault of plesmure, Its development
not have suffered ot a purely edusational faiw,

Put the good in the falr's soedal development far cutwelghe the bed,
mmmamwmmwmmwmmm
of YNorth Corolina, end cspeclally for those who lived in the rurel srems;.
Por o rural oltiszen of the state to be a part of a foctive aroud of fyem
four to ton thousend vas & trest selde enjoyed, In shart, the faly
movided o moh nooded chemge from the evermiey 1ife on the fore, ond was
ane of the fow major events in the lives of meny fmrvers,

hndreds of falr visitors toolk advantage of the eultural opportumitiecs
memamgam. Also, the falr holped bind

~Noxth Ceroldug Plantexs TII (Nowamber, 1860), 35,
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toguther the poople frem different sections of the state, espeelally those
fron the eant and the wovt, by pathering them together for o festive
oseasion,

Yost importent of all, the falr probetly could not hove survived had
it not boen for its soclal development, Had it eontinmued to be entively
an instmotiona) institvbion, especially after the Depertment of Amrle
enlture, the Txperiment Station, the A snd ¥ Collere, and better aprimile
tural poriodicals were established, it would have soon beon antigquated,
Bven the fair's ro-ostaliishment after the Civil Yar was caused in part
tyitammm& fnd 4% muet Yo romenbered thet at all times
during the nineteenth century, ewen efter the eight neties, the falr
continuad to play an fmportant role in the promotion of agrioulture and
industry in the state, dospite ite ever incressing soclael role, The
instrustional rethode which hed been made ineffoctive by the growing cocial
evente were replaced at the later foive by methods thet were not so casily
effected, Thus meny of the detrizental aspsots of the fair's soclal events

€1y, A, Hedlton to Thomas Muffin, Pebeuary 8, 1869, in J, 0, deRoulhes
Mm (ﬁ.) "3 P 29 M m
| » ‘. . * Lullin (Raleigh: Proughton




GIAPTER ¥
INDUSTRIAL MOMOTION AT THE PAIR

Py the terns of the charter granted to the North Caroline Agricuitural
Socioty by the state leglsloture the Soclety was to hold am snnuel state
falr in order to promote both sgrioulture and "every specles of native
inSuatry® within the m&.” The falr, however, ooncemtrated on its task
of sprionltural promotion and pald 1ittle attention %o 1te obligetion Go
industry, ospoeially to the state's fledgling mamufecturing industries,

Tt eo)d casily do so, especially in its cerlier yoars, bessuse of the
siple fact that there wns 1ittle industry in the state to promcte, The
efforts to promote Industry that wers wade during the eentury were ususlly
feoble and larpely imored by the industrics of the state,

Beginning in the ente-tellum period the falr made some effort to obe
tain Industriel exhibts snd met with seme miner sucesss, These early
industrial exhibits reflected the relative insipnificance of induwstry in
the South prior to the Civil wwr, Nearly everything shown was made Yy hand
tr loeal craftasmon, be it sattvesses, boots, or bugpies, Nothing was em
hibited in larpe mmbers boeanse nothing wee mede in laree mrbers, Anong
such exhidite vere boots and Wwopans, several individuals usually exhibiting
Mwﬁwmin.z Other loather poods dlsplayed included saddles, tridles,

B A T AT D
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Mhmnma.’ At most of the early fairs several cabinet maling shope

displayed their work, Though many of them were Raleigh concerns, shops
mutnummmuu.‘ Conch and buggy makers from towns
throughout the state usually took their work to the fair for exhidits,
Their displaye were well received by the public and highly praised by the
Ms Other handieraft products including mattresses of shucks, cottem,
and aurled hair were displayed at the falr,

Fxhibits of native machine made goods were limited to textiles, The
largest native textile exhibit mede during the amte~bellum peried was made
st the firet feir, Seven cotton mills from variocus towns within the state
dl&plmdmirprmu.s Sgveral of the firms did not continue to om-
hibit after thoir initial effort, tut one or two textile firms usually
sent exthidbits to cach of the ante«bellun fairs,

Moot exhibits of machine mede goods were made by lorthern firms,
Though textile and loather products were exhibited by these firms, the
largest of such exhibits were mede bty manufacturers of orgens and plenos,
Musical instrument dealers of Raleigh and other toums usually made theose
displays, ut at times they were made by representatives of the manue
tm.v The dominance of the exhibits of machine made goods by NHorthern
firms vas noted and much resented bty some of the more enlightened visitors

*orth Garcling Pantex, T (ovesber, 1858), 348,
Arad., 1, (lovesber, 2058), 347-42,

%\esldy North Sarolina Steandaxd, Octeber 17, 1855,
aonleionldy Radedeh Bectatay, Octoter 15, 1853,
sorth Carolins Planter, T (Hovesber, 1958), 34742,
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to the fairs, In this respect, the vary lack of industrial exhibits at

the fair stimulated North Carolinians to take a greater interest in ine
dustrial development for it made thom realise that they were almost completely
WMWKWMWMWMQ

Vhen the fair vas re-cotablished in 1269 after an eight year
interruption ecaused by the Civil War, little change could be noted in the
type and mwber of industrial exhilits thet were displayed, Throughout
the sarly seventies the falr continued %o be almoot exclusively an agrie
cultural exposition, Few industrial exhibits were obtained, and those that
were vere the same crude, handmade goods of the ante-bellum fairs, Put
within a fev yoars, the fair, its leaders dresming of the New South, began
to pay wore attention to industrial dowelopment, Signs of the begimninge
of industrial growth in North Caroline were to be seen reflected et the
fair by 1873, Some of the companies in several of the state's nevly.
developing industries saw in the fair a posaible means of advertising and
began to wse it as osuch,

The tobacco manufacturing industry was the major industrial exhibitor
throughout the nineteenth century, During the anteebellum period several
mmall tobacco feotories had exhibited their products, wostly plug tobaceo,
mmmmmmmmﬁammg The Civil ey
introduced Nertherners to North Carolina tobacco and aroated an ever ine
resulted in the rapid development of several tobaceo companies, In the early

A L L R RSB

®osily Nalelch Doglater, Oetober 27, 1860,
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oightesn-soventios several of these companios begsn to use the falr as a
means of advertising their products, Among them were the Robert F, lorris
Menufacturing Company, the firm of P, J, Paschall, and the Williem T, Placke
well Company, all of Durham, Orundier and “egler represented Raleigh, and
Hillsbhoro was vrepresonted by the Webd and Roulhac Compeny and the fimm of
John ¥, Vhitted, The wast majority of the state's tobaceo companies, however,
did not exhibit, Py 1880 there were one hundred and twentyeaix tobacco
factories in the state, yet only four or five exhibited their produsts at
the falr,

The larger tobaceo companies that developed in the state during the
late eightics and nineties 414 much to hinder the fair's effectivensss in
this field, By the niddle eighties meny of the smeller firms had been forced
out of tusiness by them, Thus the falr lost its prineipal exhibitors from
the tobacoce industry, the small factories vhich produced for the local messw
kot and used the falr as a means of advertising their products to this
market, The firm of Joseph B, Progue and the Plackwell fire, for years two
of the state's largest firms, completely monopolised the tobaeco exhibite
atwtm.m The Plackwell firm continued to be the major exhibitor of
tobacco products until 1898 vhen it was sold to the Union Tobacco Corpany,
larpely because of inability to meot the competition of the pipentic Americsn
mmmm”‘ The fact that one of the eamers of the Tlackwell firm,
Julien S, Carr, was a leader of the Soclety and its president fyom 1893
misht explain that firm's emtimed exhibdite,

The real glants in the industry, because of their huge size and national
orgmnisation, overlooked the fair as a means of promoting their producte,

yews snd Obaerver, October 20, 1690,

me,mwxmmmmmw
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The largest of these fimms, the Ameriecmn Tobecoo Company, orgsnised in
1690, complotely ignored the fair ne a means of presemting its products
to the publie, The firm was fmmous for its national advertising, yet 1t
falled to take advantage of this excellemt eppertunity offered in its home
states, Thelr co-operation would have greatly aided the fair in ite efforts
to mromote the state's tobesco imduotry,
mmwwnmammremmmmm.wmm
ﬂmmtmm. Yot only seven of the state's mille exhibited
at the 1853 fnir, The products exhibited were limited to differemt types
of yarns, uvsually of infericr gquality,

During the eighties the falr, wnder the leedership of Thoumas M, Holt,
hinmself a cotton textils mamuffacturer, made an effort to attract mwore ine
dustrial exhibite, The cotton textile industry responded slightly to this
effort, md peveral firss other them Helt's Alamence }ills eshibited during
the eighties, The goods displeyed were superior to the snte-bellum exhibits,
Typos of cloth as well as yawns, carpet warp, twines, and shecting were
ammna.u

Cotton textile exhibits remained small duwring the nineties, Though in
1890 there were nearly a humdred cotton mills in the state, only = fow ome

ummummmmgzmm.u Again, however, quality fmproved

: (lfw Yorks
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ummmmmu.mwhmuw.u Pinished garmento
m.:mmmmmuw.u

Though cotton textile goods dominated textile exhidits, the woolen
nills, vhich vere much less numerous, seemed to have exhibited at the feir
proportionately more than did the cotton milla, As many as thirty.four
umwmdwormmammmummmmm.”
In the nineties, finishad products such ss blankets and underweer were oxe
Mﬁhﬂ.m The major exhibitors of woolen produsts ineluded the Pethenia
Woolen Mlls, the Mt, Adry Woolem Mills, and the woolen mills of the Fries
trothers of “alem,

The depression which begen in 1893 resulted in a reduction of textile
as well as other industrial exhibits, In 1896 the fair sttempted to regain
some of these lost exhibitors and to acouire new omes if possible,
Permehan Cameron, then mresident of the “oclety, requected H, S, Chadwiek,
president of the Charlotte Machine Compeny, to use his influence with the
various textile companies of the state to obtain exhibits for the fair,
Chedwick varmed Cemoron that this would be difficult because of the deprecs
m,auhummwmd}g Within one womth of the falr, Cameron
mwodutnuhih&tmmmmaﬁmm

“tews sl Macrves, October 20, 1003,
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Y n4d., Octover 18, 1082,
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The failure of Camsren's effaris was to be expected, Never at any
time, not oven in prosperous years, had large mumbers of the state's tewe
tile firms co-operated with the felr in the promotion of textile products,
Several of the firme thet did oxhibit were owned entirely or im part bty
leaders of the Soclety, The textile industry, like the tobacco industry,
had chosen to disregard the fair as a means of promoting their products,
and for nuch the seme reasons,

The third major NVorth Carolina industry which exhibited its products
at the nineteenth century falr wes the fumiture memufacturing industry,
Farniture exhibits began st the ante~bellum fairs with the exhibits of
mmmmamuwwmmm.a Exhibits of
this type cohtinued to be seen at the falr several years after its re-
establishment, Though the quality of the furniture exhibited improved over
the yoars, it continued to be mede by local artisens end cadinet shops,
Only in the early nineties did the larger firme begin to exhibit their

22 ‘
products,

The rapid growth and modernizsation of the industry during the decade
from 1890 to 1900 were reflocted by the fair as machine made, factory prée
duced furniture replaced the exhibits of hendmade fwrniture, In 1892
Ruffin Jones of Raleigh displayed what the prese ecalled the first furniture
mde hy machine to be exhibited in the state, The furniture was nade of

native oak end walnut and wes said to be equal to any of northern menufacture,

Dy orth Sarolina Penter, T (November, 1858), 34549,
lioun ond Chacrvex, October 16, 1890,
2 n4d., datover 22, 1992,
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Wmmmmmmmuuwwm.u In 1299 the growth
of the industry was further illustrated Ly the High Point furnitwre exhibit,
the laprgest exhibit to be held by one industry up to that time, Eight
furniture factories from that oity entered exhidbits, fmong the items dise
played were sideboards, chiffoniers, chamber sets, tables, hall racks,
upholstered goods of sevarsl types, show cases, trunks, chairs of several
grades and types, office furnituwre, beds, and drnm‘u

The furmniture industry exhibited its products st the fairs more than
did the older tobascco and textile industries, This fact can be attributed
partly to the later development of the industry, It began its development
in the early eighties, just vhen the falr wes trying to attract industrial
exhibits, Also, though rapidly expending, the industry produced for a more
local market then did the other two industries, and thus had more to gain
bty advertising at the fairs, The falr, however, had little to do with the
growth of the industry; it merely reflected it, Put it did fulfill its
task of awakening the interest of the people of the state in the industry,
The exhitite allowed the peopls to realisme the rapid progress made by the
North Carolina fumituwre industry and enabled them to take pride in its
developmemt, Though the majority of the furniture firms d1d not exhibit
at the fairs, the 1899 exhibit gave some hope that exhibits from the industry
would improve in the next century, |

The fertilizer manufacturing industry was also sparingly represented by
both native and out-ofwstate firms ot the postuar fairs, The Navassa Cusno

1890; Alberta Chair Compeny of Namseur
ano, 18963 and the Home Murniture Company

”wm World, X (November 2, 1899), 8,



Company of Vilmington entered sn exhibit at the falr in 1870, as 4id a
ﬂahgumoﬂmhmﬁ&folk.za The Navassa firm exhibited periodically
at the feir for the rest of the contry and gave premiums for the best
erops grown with its -roducts, & practice scon adopted Yy several other
fortiliner firma and dealam.m In this respoct, the fertiliser industyy
vas the moet active industry in cowoporating with the fair in its agrie
eultural promotion rwogrem,

The fortilizer exhibits also helped awsken Nerth Carclina to the
possibilities of cormereially catching fish to be used in the manufacture
of fertilizer, In 1881 the Upshur Gumno Company entered an exhibit vhich
contained jars of material fron vhich fertiliser was made, Among these
materiale was o specimen of fish serap from Pesufort which the company
agent descrited as the best purchased by his company that yesr, A prophetie
reporter wrote that the fish serap business “promises to be a great induse
mmmmumm*@ Among the other flrme exhibiting
during the eighties end nineties, sevaral of which offered larpe premiums,
vere the Durham Fertiliser Company, the Centon Chemical Compsny, the
Raleigh 011 Mi11 end Fertilizer Company, the Caraleigh Phosphate mille,
and the Vimginia-Carolina Chemical Company.

Like the state's other major infustries, the fertiliser inductry was
represented at the falrs by a small minority of its mewbers, lany of the
native firms that entered exhibits were outshown by outeofestate firms,
Poth native and out-ofwstate exhibitors were more active in the fair's

%M (Reletgh), Ostober 22, 1870,

mmm Ootober 13, 1881,
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agricultural promotion program than were those of other industries, however,
for by promoting selentific agrioulture by cowoperating with the fair they
encouraged the use of their produets,

As in the tobacco and textile industries, there was a persomal link
botween the fair mnd ons of the exhibiting native firms, Willisn Upchureh,
e leader in the focloty end at one time ito president,; was also president
of the Raleigh 01l M1l and Fertiliser Company, one of the fair's largest
ausmm.”

Daspite the lack of coeoperation from most of the state's fertilizer
firma, the fair did help promote the induetry in at least tiwee ways, The
fair enthusiastically encouraged the farmer of the state to use fertilizer
on his evops, thus helping to increase the industry's market, It enabled
the fertilizer firms of the state to advertise their produsts to thousmnds
of farmers in a direct, nore porsonal vamner, And finally, the failr helped
to mke the farmer realize that the industry wvas being developed within his
om, as well as other states,

The smaller industries of the state were also represented at the poste
well represented, The Tyson and Jomes firm of Caxrthage, the Pledmont Vagon
Company o #ickory, end the Haclmey Prothers of Wilson were smong the largest
exhibitors of carriapes, lesther goods from various towne were exhibited,
tut the vork of Flias F. Wyatt and Son dominated the competition in this
fisld from the eighties until the close of the century, The food processing
industry vas represented at the fairs during the eightles, the largest

\Se-TiCth ogual Zatr of She Bs G |
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wmummmm.” Fron the eipghteen~oightios until

the end of the century the printing industry was usually represented by
Eduards, Proughton and Company, Other industries represented st the fair
gt sowe tine during the postway period included quarrying, saw milling,
pottery making, shoe mamufscturing, tile and telck merufecturing, and the
namufacturing of grain and fertiliszer bags, Wood products such as cashets,
mnu,hm,mamummnnmaumam.n (ne of the
rost wusual native products exhibited at the fair was the pine strow care
mmwmmwmaum’z

After the mideseventies the fair becane a conmereial center, lHerchante
of Raleigh and other touns displayed their merchandise, especially those
who held dealerships for products nanufactured outside the state such as
stoves, shoss, hardvare iters, guns, dry goods, sewing mechines, and other
articles, Dealors of musical instruments, espeeially organs and plenos,
also exhibited their goods at the fairs,”® The Meisahman Cocpany of
MMMW&N&MM&WW&'&”NW
mummwmmm,amum”
Indecd, 1t was a vecognized fact during this period that the fair provided
a major service for its visitors and the morchants by allowing the latter

%WMM&MM”
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As the felr's leaders were more interested in agrioultural than
industrial promotion, the fair's industrial promotion program wes larpely
doternined by outelde forees, In the anteebellum period industrisl exe
hibits were meager because thevre was little iIndustry in the state, The
election $n 1873 of Thomas M, Holt, himself a menufacturer, as president
of the Socloty reflected the fdea of the nev induetrisl Scuth vhich had
ecaptivated the ninds of nany Scuthernors, Under hie puidence the fair
eontinued to place more emphasis en induvstrial premetion into the eighties,
The depression of the early nineties curteiled the fair's efferts to pro-
mote industry mnd lod to Pennchan Cameren's attempt in 18906 to attract
indvetridl ediibits frem the factoriee of both North Caroline and other
states, /s botter times returned to the comtry, the fair's Industrial
exhibite inoreased, By 1299 it showed signe of becoming » eignificant
industrial ehibition,

It con casily be saild that industry promoted the falr as muwh as the
faly promoted industry, for the wost important loaders of the fair after
Pattle wvore industrislists, Thomas M, Holt, owner of the Alamance Cotton
¥1ls, personally gulded the fair to the peak of its popularity during the
eightles, Julian S, Carr, wvho was engaged in several enterprises other
thon the Rlackwell firm, served as president of the Soclety frem 1893 to
1895, Joseph ¥, Progue wes a leader in the orpanisstion and promotion of
the fair throughout the eighties and nineties, Several less prominent
industrinlists and many vho were in some manmer eomnected with the state's
industries wvere also active supporters of the Soclety mnd the fair,

Though the fair rensined primarily an agrienltural exhibition during
the entire nincteoenth century, its efforts to promote industry in the state
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were notalle, The task of promoting industry was assigned to the fair
vhen industry, like agrieculture, wes an individual concern, The state's
antowbellum factories, cspoeially in the textile and tobaceo industries,
vore established largoly by successful planters vho recognized the adven~
tage of finished products over rav crops, Their operations wvere usually
personally directed by thelr cetablishers, Those times passed forever
vith the Civil Var, and the feir's requirements to promote industry lost
mach of ite original meaning, After the war the fair eould never hope to
sncourape industrial as it could agricultuwral production by recommending
the production of certain types of goods, the use of new mothods of prow
duction, or the use of new machinery, It had no means with which to
acconplish so huge a task, Freniums offered for crop production were
attractive to the individual farmer; premiums offered for industrial prow
duotion meant nothing to the industrialists, The fair could test farm
machinery; 4t was impossible to test the heavy machinery requived by
industry, Ferming vas an individual, small scale enterprise requiring
1ittle capital, and the fair could instruct the farmer in the use of the
bost agrisultursl tecinisues and oquipment, There was 1ittle the fair
eould do tecimically to promote large secale industyy, It could and 4id
encourage the improvement of emall scale industry end handierefts, however,
Though the majority of the firms in any one industry never partlcipated

in any of the faiss activities, a fow firme from each developing industry
in the etate usually exhidited their products, Vhen the tobacco industry
bopan its growth, it was represented by soveral firms, The same was trus
for the textile, fumiture, and fortilizer industries, Fach was repre-
sented at the falr to some degree vhen it began to gain & place in the
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state's economy, In this mapmer the falr enebled the poople of the state,
especially those of the east, to realise the importence of the state's
tudding industries, Dy promoting this realisastion of industrial develope
mont, it stimulated them to take pride in and encourage the growth of
native induatry, and thus served an important and intended fumction, The
inability of the fair to present to the people a truly representotive
ploture of the state's industrial growth was caused by the refussl of most
of the state's industries to oxhibit and was not the fault of the fair,
Working as it d4id without the cowoperation of most of the state's ine
dustries, the fair did ss much as could be expected, ecspecially after
1873, to fulfill ite task of industrial promotion,



| CHAPTTR VI
ACRICULTURAL PROMOTION AT THE FAMR

fSoclety to serve as a medium through which that organisation eould best
fairts major objective throughout the ninetoenth century, /Among the nmethods
used with varying degrees of suesses to achiove this objective were canays,
on the promotion of no ono phase of sprioulture, but atterpted to fmprove
overy aopect of the stote's agricultural life, Improvements of livestoclk,
field orops, vegetatles, form implements, and farning wothods were all
encowraged by the falr, 0Py displaying the bost of the state's agrioultural
produsts, the falr helped stimdote the farver to bescome proud of end take
an intevest in North Carclina's agrioultuml development,

Among the major contributions of the falr to North Carclina's agrie
altural advencorent vas ite promotion of better livestosk, At the antow
bellun faire, somotimos es much as ene-half of the premiums swarded in o
gsmmmwummmaf During the postver yoars,
espocially after 1875, the falr wns sotive in introducing now Tweeds of
cottle and ovine to the state, It aleo encouraged the Lmprovement of hovses
end poultery, Throughout the contury it emabled thousends of farmers to soe
the advantages of improved livestosk through its exhibits of the stock of
leading farmors of Narth Caroline and other states,

Lemieioolty Nadolch Reciatar, Noverber 1, 1854,
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Amony the falr's noot significant aschicvements wore its offorts to
encournre the mroduction of improved cattle, As late as 1840 there were
no pmuolred cattle in the state, with the possitle excoption of a fow une
 registered Shorthorns and Devons, In 1641 a Shorthorn bull becspe tho first
mem@mmmummwmma

torth Carolinats lach of purelwed catile wms reflectod by the anto-
bollum fairs, No pedigree was required to exhildt an animal in any clase
for such o requirement would heve elimineted esitls exhibits st the falr,
cattle, such as mileh cowsy mived tlood and metive oattle, and working
m." At timcs, soveral lreeds would be placed in one clase, Tor
emmple Sharthorns, Durhans, and Herefords usually cowrised eme class,
and Devons, Aldernoys, Ayrshires, end Holesteins couprised amother, Classes
WMWMMM&MMMMMMW
oifioally naed in the fair's prepium liste indlcates thet there were
cattle in the state with emough of the tralts of these lwveds to be
clasaifiod as such by the julpes, Nome of the emtries in theone classes
were rogistored animals, however,

Thouh mo pedigrees were requirved of cattle axhidits at the oarly
falrs, attompts wore made to encowrnpe the improvenent of cattle in the
gtate, To receive a preniun an animal hed to bo Julged worthy bty the

Retart 2, Swrida e Biatory of Livegtas
W Heeinaftor eited s Ovrbis, TAZWIEY %%;W%,M

mew Ootober 5, 1853,
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Mm,mifithm!mmpﬂims Premiune offered for the best
onttle axhibits vere comparetively high, reaching tuenty-five dollars for
the bost Wlll and ten for the bost cow in a1l classes Yy 1860, ™ an offort
to encourage the introduction of purelred stock o the state, a premiuwn for
fmmorted cattle wme offered, Pediprees vere required of animnls enteved
in this class, This cless was not particlerly etressed, for prenduns
offered for imported cattle were no higher than those offered for netive
M6 To further encourape formers to exhibit thelr cattle, feeding cost
of all cattle exhibited was peld by the falr,

There was 1ittle difference betwoen the mubor or typse of ecattle
exhibits at the ante-bollum and corly postusr falrs, DPegimning in 1873
MMW Premiuns vere aloo offered for verking cwen end
eattlie of my treed, Ta 1874 the falr crested a Duteh Delted and Holotein
class and eopined the Nderneyw and Jerseys to form snother, 5411, ne
pedigree wns yoquired of ahibite in any dlass, for at this time none of
the eeds for vhich premiwne were offered, with the possidle emception
of the Devons, wes reprosanted in the state Yy reglotored snimalo, The
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judgon determined the slase im vhich each animel would be exhibited, Dut
by offering prexdunms for cach of those bmeeds, the fair sought to encowrage
the farmer to obtaln registared stock, or et least to improve his native
stook by mixing then with blooded oattle,

Tn 1873 the falr aleo obteined exhidbite of veplotered, purebred cattle
from outside the state, A Duteh Delted Wull fyom Delewere, Jerseys frenm
MMMMM,MWMMJWM:M&&M?

These animals provided visual evidenco to thounmnds of North Ceralina farmers
of the superiority of Hlooded cattle to the weot majority of their native
stocl, Unfortunately, the mractice of obtaining exhibits of blooded cattle
fyom other states scoms to have boen diceontinued during the remeinder of

Within five years after the 1873 fair's dlieplay of blooded cattle,
mwwmmmmmwmm This indicates
the 1273 exhibit, and perhaps even exrlier, Soveral loaders of the Soclety
introdused Jersaye to thelr Parms after 1878, Avong them vare Rufus S, Tueker,
William Crimes, L. Danks Holt, end William G, Upsinweh, Those mon began to
azhibit thoir Jevsey herds at the feirs in the carly eightiss, After 1881
exhibite of Jerseys at the falr contimually ineressed, and by 1885 a

DPuring the eighties the falr began to place ineveasing emphasis on

y cattle, Ny 1800 animale with pedigress were receiving preference

9

Joddy Saubingl (Releigh), Cctober 18, 1873,

Wourtis, flatery of Liwategks e 62
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mmmm,mmwwmww.u In 1282 o1l Bulle
exhibitod were reguired to have a pedigres excopt those in classee of natives
P Mm Finally, in 18685, the Socloty required that exhidita of both
hmsmﬁmm&lemmmmumwn&wmmm”
Pealdes introducing nov tweods of caltle from the stoch fares of other
ptates, the feir dioplayed to the average farmer the blooded stock intro-
duced Yy the move progressive farmers of Horth Carolina, In 1225 Ayvohires

wmmwmmmu’ Reglstered Cucrnseys had boen introduced

15
to the state in 1822, nd fyrebives in 10%,  Holateins firet appoared in

wmmmwmmmmmmaﬁwm Most of
the athibits wore etered Yy leaders of the Soclety,  After 1066 the Valke
County Cattle Cludb, meny of whose mesbors vere also leaders of the Soclety,

entored axcellmt exhibits of blooded enttle, Herefonds wore showm in 1902,




92

17
a decode before thore were any Horeford tweeders in North Caroline,

During the late oighties and ninetics large mmbers of puretred cattle
wore displayed at the falive by the larper stosk farme of the state, such
as the Biltwore Fstates and Julian 5, Carr's Oconcechos fmam,
of cattle to the state during the eighties, the fair began to introduce
nev treeds once more during the nineties, In 1894 a Prown Suilse Mull fron ”
Permsylvania was exhibited, the first of the lweed to oome to North Covelins,
Flack Angus asttle and o Holstein«Fresian bull which took fivet prize ot
mmmmumrmmmmm

The fair wmdoubtedly played a major mle in developront of the state's
Jorgays, Duteh Dalted, Herefords, end Prown Owiss cattle were exhibited by
outwofwotate livestook farme before they oould bo faund in North Carelina,
Herde of cach of these lroeds were to be found in Nerth Carolins within ten
yoars aftar they were displayed, with the ewcoption of the Prown ‘wiss,
It 49 1ikely that the fair's ashilits had mmoh to do with thic increase
in the state's blooded catile,

freods introduced by the state's progressive farmers suoch as Cuwmmsoys,
Holsteins, and Ayrshires were exhibited at the falr within two to soven
yonrs after thelr introduction to the stote, The falr wns oble to present
such avoollent axhibite bocavee meny of the statels most progressive
cattlemen vere leaders in the Soclety, At no other azhibdtion in the state
wns the farmer sblo to see fine cattle in such mwbars, These exhibite

Ysoun sl Ohacpver, Cetober 20, 18925 Curtds, Nigtory of liwestodks Pe 77
" ious md Chagrver, October 24, 2092,
19&'! Oetober 23, 1894,
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analled thousands of Sowmers to see the advantages of moolred animels
md holpod ereate within the Dwwer a dosirve to lmpwove his nstive cattle,

The fair also grently enocouraged the lmproverent of owine in the
gstate, Owine oxhibits ot the anteebollun and early poctwer folre fallowed
ehibited in the following thweo classos: mual) tweeds, large tveods, end
natives,” Sulno that were part Suffolk, Perkshive, Chester, md other
troods wore achidited, Wt no purelreds wvore shom, Uo pedigres wns re-
quired of animals in myy class, btut only snimels Judged werthy were avarded
offered for cnttle,

Doginning in 1873, mremiums were offered Yy tweeds instead of class,
Treeds for vhich rremiunms vere offered were Yasex, Perkshive, Chester,
Mm.wm A premiwn was sloo offered for the Yoot hog of sy
M mmwwmmmmmm,
mmmmmmmmmmm

The fair aleo played o smll role in introdusing new lweeds of owine
to the state, In 187, six yosrs prior to the dovelopmont of Perkwhire
horde in the state, a podigres Derkehire from Pemnaylvenia which had boen

mhmm»mmm@ The Jersey Ted hog vas introduced

cul-iiogidy Dalaich Doclater, October 24, 1055,
%&wmmm 107 790 e,

”ww mmsew. cotober 21, 16765 durtic, Aabery of Liwmatodk,



wmmmmmmﬁ This Yreed was soon adopted ty Nesth

Ceroling fwrmers, By 1997 nine presdums were offered for this reed alone,

During the eighties the move progressive fmmers of the state began
to intreduce now twreeds of owine, oot of thene lreeds were displayed at
the falr within a fow yoars after thelr introduction, Avong those lrosds
addod to the falr's prevdim list were Poland Chinas, Vietorlas, and Duroo-
Jersoyu, Though meny of the swine exhibited during the eightios were
vagiutered, 1t was not whil 1094 thst the falr remuired pedizrecs of its
mmuu.ﬁ

The fadr's rols in the introdustion of blooded muine to the state was
undoubtedly less lmportent than ite role in the introdwetion of purelwed
oo mach effort was expended on the attenpt to improve swine as was spent
taying to improve cattle, Premiums offered for swine exhibits were usually
fron onowhalf to mme-fourth of those offered for cnttle exhidits, Fequire-
nents for swine oxhibits were much losa strict then those for cattle after
1282, Also, fever tweeds of purelred swine vere introdused to the state
ty the falv,

Yot the falr cartainly wns a factor in the poneral Improvenant of swine
in the state, The ante-bollum exhibite helped to stimillate interest in the
improvenant of swine anong large muybers of farmors vho could not be resched
by farm jowrnals and other media, Dy offering prexduns for individual tweods

25
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of suwine in 1873, the foir attepted to onoourege the farner to replace
the eorrem range hop with parelred mlmals, Through the use of aperimenta,
afonys, ond lectwres, it sttenpted %o encouwrage the farmer to take better
core of hie owine end sbandon the 614 aysten of allowing swing ¢o run at
Perlahire and the Jersey Red, that bocame extromely popular with the state's
farmor, Swine introdueed to the state by progressive individual fermere,
nany of vhon vere “oclety loaders, wire exhibited st the falre, Thousands
of framers, vho uipght otherwise never have soen these now troods, quiddy
boomo acquainted with them,

Though the falrls offorts to luprove cattle end owine vere such move
aignificant than those to improve horses snd muiles, the latter two enimals
oxpeised the tranch of livestook uwpm which for years the falr's nansgee
want placed the most emvhesis, This emphasis ves espeeially heavy during
the soto-bellum pericd but begen to decline in the early oipitics as cattle
oxhibtite received more attention, Mdibits of horees and milos were ocarly
cations wors maintained, with sove minor adjustwments, for the revainder
of the century,
classoe of horses, A padigree wes roquived of exhibite in the thoroughbwed
clase in 1855, noarly thirty years before pediproes were roquired for any
mmm Previww in this class renged from a fovw dollars above to

WM gazalin Signdanl, Octobor 5, 1853,

m»w.mm,mwmwmtmmmwm
WWMM% thesis, University of Narth Cavoline,
'y s l
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The parede of howoen, which bogan in the antee-bellum perdod, wes alweys
mwmmmw

fair offered o hendoowe purse to the wimmers of its enmual horse reces,
thus enomwraping the development of the rocing horse, with emphasis upon
trotters, To Ourthor encorage this develomment, usually one or two recing
mmmmwmmm’o nlike the thorouphtered,
the recing horse ves not required o have a padigree wntil 1085,

It 1o wnlikely that the falr had much offect on the improvenent of
vore of 1ittle use to the svernge Dmmer vho noofed dramyght animels, not
promotion by placing oo meh emphasis upon these two types of horves,

Though dreaught horses, miles, and jeoks mnd Jemnets received less
mewmmm. The falr seens to have nade

- A Ralaich Gagiatag, Cotober 20, 1656,

X e il Mechanda (Raloigh), October 16, 1679,
e S State Paty Pemdi Ligke 1965, pe 22,
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hardly any effort to introduse now dravght treods to the otate, THowever,
flowing matches for both howsen and miles allowed the fwmer to soo the
mﬁumwwwwmmmmmm”

Very fov draught horses wore used by the fmwmers after the var larpely
bocsmoe of the growine populerity of the mde, Yot with the ewception of
mugding praniune for the best Jacks and mules, the falr @14 Little to
enoovreee the Lmprovesent of miea, As the mille was o mivereslly pope
wlar, 1t soome that the felr should heve piven sore stientien to the
fmproveront of this aninal end less to the Lmprovement of horsos, especially
those types which vere wsed prinerily in the poroult of plessure,

The fafy 14 11%de to ensourage cheep rrodiction in the state basides
of foring presiuns end dlsplaying those sheep thet were entered for oxhibit,
Precviums of fored for sheep wvere noually the save s o o bt Jover them
dlasses, usually imported sheep, matives mnd mixed blooded sheep, and fine
Mwmmm" After 1873 they vers exhibited by treods,
Herinos, Southdowns, snd matives were the eriginal bwecds for which premiuse
mmm” Cotmwlds, Cxfords, and lelcostors wore added in latter
yemrn, No podigress were required of dheep witil 1862, end them only of
romsl ViSh vary fev emseptions, al) shesp exhibited ware yaised in Nowth

Pyeddy taleich Dowiates, October 20, 1858,
400l Nocth Conaling Mandand, Ootober 5 1653,
% 2+ Siate Saix Dl Lidke 1073, oe 1wl
%o 2o State Palx Pk Ldbe 2682 ve 2,
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popilay in North Cmrolinag time, the falr d1d not introduce any now loweds
to the otate, The fair's relatively fectle efforis to prenote the sheep

livestoct: industry of Herth Caroline, It also indlcates o gemeral lack of
interost of the Socloty's lesders in sheep raising caused in part by the

disastrovs results of the Merine sheep crags of the early eighteon-inne

Groda,

The falr's eomtriladions to the produstion of betier poultyry weve
larpely lindted to offering premiums, enoournging now methods of raising,
poultyy, and displaying the bettor types of ponltry thot wore raised by
the ctate's nove progressive fmwere, Mreudums can be said to have had
little effoct, for the top premiun offered st the early falvs for peultyy
was only three dollars, snd 1t never rove smch above that,

The fair's encouragement of now methods of podliey raleing wes limited
largely to the exhibite of incubators made by poultry fmme Jrem other
statan, These ethibits ettracted the attention of North Carolina farmers,
but only as & novelty, The incubators vere evidemtly not adepted by
Borth Carolina farmers, for though they vere exddbited es early as 1880,
Mm%mMWMMMMu&“mM”

The fair, howover, d1d a splendid job of displaying for the averape
farmor the botlor types of poitey ralsed in the state, Poultyy exhibits
at tho ante-bellun and eerly postumr faire wore nmeagor, but they begma

em gnd Chagrwar, October 20, 16205 Shid., Osteber 26, 1095,



9

mwawmmmmmm&” Dy the ninectics lurge poulizy fmres
axhiibita, At the 10898 falr prowiums veve offored for forty-cix types of

chickens, tires types of turkays, ten typos of ducks, six typos of goose,

the svarese fmrmer could becomn accuninted with the better typos of poultyy
raised in this ond other states, Thus the falr played s Lwportant role

in the improvement of this lranch of the state's agrieulture,

The falr's offorts to Lmprove the methods of fisld erop production in
Borth Cercline otexedced the second major part of its progran of agricule
tural promotion, The fely sought prinerily to introduce selentific aprie
eultural methods to the mnsses of Nerth Carolina's faroere, This wes o
farnidalile task, for ot the time of the fair's cstablishment Nerth Caroline
a fov mproprecsive individusls vere practicing sclontific farming methods,
and pany felt that euch wethods were eilly and Lmprecticable,

tne of the moot popular mosme by which the antewbellum fadr sought to
fonilisrise the formor with the advantoges of selentifie fmrming mothods
was the amwal addvess, Theue midresses wore usually made by the stete's
Jolhn L. Bridgors, The fairts sttendmos on the day of the address was
farnerts noed to use sclemtific sgriovltral methods to impwove his proe

{no place, no pmiddisher,
vmmm’
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duotion, The typleal spesker emcouraged ditching, mamuring, the planting

of cover erops, the use of marl and ashes, mnd the practice of orop vo-
tation, COecasionally a spenker would deseribe the menner in vhich those
mwmmmw’mmm mmm&mmmmm
wmwmmmmmwwmmmw.a

The address was eignilicent ss & nesne of soquainting Devmers with
seiontifie agrioultwal mothods only in the entowibellum pariod, Partially
a social event fyom its beglmning, the offectivemess of the addvese is
somovhat suspect, During the early seventies the custonm of allowing the
cultural value it possessed, THenceforth, the address was a politienl and
socinl event,

The mostings of the Scolsty, though they attracted fewer people,
Bosun at the fimt falr, the mostings were held each night during the falr
veek after the falr 1tself hod been closed for the day, It was at these
use of selontific agriculiural methods, the results of which he hed seen
displayed during the day, Speechos at times acoompanied Yy reports on
@merinants wvere the major moans of Instruction, In the ante-bellum period
the speeches were wsually uafde by leading fermers, but during the late
soventies they began to be given by professionsl agrieulturists, either
mmwmawmwtawm




fudh toplos ao the Dmortance of lrrigation, the bost mode of curing
tobaces, the Tarmer's noed for sfutation, snd chenlstry In agrielture wvere
6imu

These reotinges were nost effective in the ante-lellun period deaplite
%mem&mwmmmzmwwm.
This decline in effentivomess wag cmused by the lmoreaned social activity
mootings appesled prisarily to the more efuasted fewmer and, tharefore,
failod to atiract the =mmall farmer in large muwbers, Put they d1d allow
the more procresgive fawvmors throwhout the state to ewchenge 1dean, fnd
some average farmora, thowsh mrobtebly nover more than two o tiree Mme
dred nt each meoting, 418 recoive Instruction in selemtific azrieultursl
mathoda,

Prerdung of Pored for the Dost essay on mubjicots conomrning improved
fromding mothods were amothor memns Yy vhich the ante-bellum and fmmediate
postuer falr sought ¢o premote selemtific agrieviture, In 1953 premdume
mutmrwmmmm.” By 1880 the mrber of ensay toples
had been reduwed to five. Theee five ware improving vomeout land, drainage,

17 A
mron rototion, mamure mrepmvation, and the use of tha pen as o rroen marwwre,

MMwm&mmammmMamemlm.” ™he
premiums offored verisd from your to yomr and frem tople to toplo, Mt

mmmmm The essoy topler vere abemdoned entively Yy 1877,

“mmam,mwn,m.

“\jaday North Serclisa Standaed, October 5, 1953
“&s»wwmmgg.m.m.
Mo oot s o e e




Also used to encowrage the farmer to adopt imwoved methods were
preniung offered for certain types of sgricultural experiments, Like the
essay, the experiment was used only by the sntoebellum and immediate poote
var falr end was disoontimed by 1877, The premiume offered for the various
empearinents vere alnost the same as those offered for essays, In 1853
mweniums were offered for fourteen different experimente; ineluding the cost
and offect of sub-goll plowing, the use of poaty solls as mamure, the bonow
nuwm.mmmmammmmmmm by
16860 the experimonts had boen reduced to five in mmber, The mmber of
exporimnts for wvhich permiums were offered wes increased in 1060 with the
addition of premiue for experiments comcerning the production of corn for
fodder, the use of human exorenont as o manure, the cost and offect of the
uwe of bone dust and phosphate of lime, and the action of lime on lands shove
mrmxm.m mmmmmwumw
urtil they were diseontimued,

The diseontimmtion of both the cepays and the experiments indieatos
that thay wore not susceseful as a means of faxdliarising the former with
agrioditural reforms, The requirenents which one had to fulf11l in carrying
out an experinent and the relatively nodest prepdums offered for 1ts results
@12 not make them a popular feature of the falr, Poth were too formal anmd
oomplicated to appesl to the averare fmrmer, As s vemit, the effectivencss
of both mothods was limited to those farmars interested emough in the refors
Mwmummmum

“mmmw Outober 5, 1853,

inaftar cited us N Cs Shcte Pais Preniwm Lists 169,
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The mothods used to promote agriculturel reforms ty the ante-bellum
and fvmedinte postunr falr were all either discontinued or made compara-
tively ineffective by the increasing social aspects of the fair, s o
rewult, now methods hed to be fomnd, The methods thet were to prove most
affective in the postuar cra vere loss formal, designed more for a mese
suiionce, and wore not sponsered directly Ly the Soelety,.

Aftor the niddle seventiocs the fair was aided preetly in its attempts
to promote selentific sgricultural methods by companies engaged in the
romufecture of products wed by the farmer, Sowveral fertiliser ranufacturers
and dealers ensouraged the use of thelr products bty offering premiums for
mmmwmam‘e Somo of these companien at times offered
premives for the best production of certain erops, regmrdless of the type
mmmwumngmw Promiuna offered by these fimme were
often higher then those offured by the falr iteel?, Though the companiest
motives vore certainly ulterior, their efferte wvere of value in emcoursging
the farmers to use guano and other types of fertiliser and commerelsl arop

The Horth Carolina Department of Agriculture pleyed a significant
role in the fair's mromotion of selentific agriculture, Immdiately after
its ereation in 1877, the department begen sommamm.” The
exhibite of the dopartment's Tmorinent Statiem during the eighties amd
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nineties were partieularly outstending, Superior cropo produced at the
station with selontific farming methods wore dlsplayed to pive the fermer
visunl evidenee of the productiveness of these methods, Alaso, statien
exployees attempted to instruet the fmrmer in the use of these methods,
Thelr instructions vere wall reccived Yy the farners, some of whom teok
mmmmmﬁmmﬂ Hold during the day, the
exhibits did not have to copete with meny soelial attrections, They
wore able to resch a large nuwber of famers because of thelr informality
and the faot thet the instructions givenm at them could be reponted to
difforent groups several times a day.

The depertment alsc held farwmerts fnstitutes at the fair, The 1887
legislature hod requived the departmant to hold institutes in each county
efmm“amwmmmmmﬁmmm
were hald at the falr during the late eightics and ninetics in oxder to
rozch the larpe audionce of farmers in attendance, At the frstitutes toples
such as the silo and ensilapge end fairs as a neems of promoting sprioculture
were diseussed, The topics discussed were sowetimes {llustrated by euperie
mummm.”

North Caraline State Collepe, then A and M College, also begen to
mmuamwmmmmmmmwmmg

Private agricultural organizetions slse atded the fair in ite task of
provoting selontifie agriewltural methods, The Stats Crange began offering

*ourtts, Glotarr of Liwagtosks ve 25
e snd Chagrves, Cotober 11, 2087,

Sh1nig,, Ootober 19, 1993,
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prenduns for the best egrioviturel dioplay mede by one of its mesbers in
m&mmmuaonwmmm.” During the eightios end
nineties the Parmerts Alliance of several eounbles sought to encowrape its
ponbers to adopt better farming practices by exhibiting the bost produsts
mmwmmm% The Procressive Darmoxs ovean of the Alliance,
suggosted that the fair should sot aside several of its exhibition halls
for the une of the Aliames, Py so doing, erpotition for premiums vould
tmprovenent in th state,”! This advice vas not followed, hovever,

The fuir nade a nistale in mot following this advice, for the Allimce
membors attended the falrs in lavge mwbers, comprising as much as fours
fiftha of the falr's attondmnce on & given day in the pesk years of the
Midence’s strongth, Tt is very likely that had the proposal teen folloved,
the results anticipated by the rauressiwm foznar would hove Ybeen achioved,
Certainly the fair should have given nore attemtion to the possibilities
of vorking with the Allisnce to encourage agrieultursl veforms,

Both the Allimnce and the Orenge rendered tholr grestest services to
the falr by encouraging their menbers to attend and cupport it, It was
far vove lmportent for the falr to areate In the state's fwrmers on interest
in and a desive Tor agricltural reforms than to imstruct them in the
nethods of selontifiec agriovlture, The exhilits, spoeches, cxperimnte,
end demonstretions seen and hoard by farmers encowrnged to sttend the fair
tw oither the Crange or the Allimes helped the fafr to NILLY1 thie taslk,

"% 0o State Zolr Prontus Lists 182 pe 56
’%nﬂm Ootober 19, 1889,
”Mfm ¥ (Cotober, 1299}, 2,



106

Inagemich as fmproved fmrudng methods yresulted in better por sove
moduction, the falr made per aere produstion the basis upon which it offered
maniure in order to encourage the adoption of sueh methods, This polioy
vas begm at the OSivet falr vhen presiums vere offered for the best por
aore mroduction of some tweniy-elght crops ineluding cotlen, tobaceo,
mmmzmm.mﬂotwm% This eophnois on por aEre pIO-
dustion contimued throughout the anteebellum perdod, Ty 1860 exhidite of
£1514 erops vere vequized to be scemmpaniod by affidavits stating the mnownt
produstion requirements were set for sech wop exhidited, Tor cxmmple,
barley axhibits vers required to have affidevits stoting thet they were
from felde ylelding ot lesst fifty buehsls per aove, The reguiremsnts for
cotion were st at 1,400 pounds per acre for exhibits fren tracte of twenty-
ﬂwwmmﬁ

With the re-cstablishment of the falr in 1069, the quality ss well as
smell graine, regandless of per move production, mmww
cuantitstive production, sometimes for cuslitetive production, and somebimes
for boths Put the mejor emphasis comtinued to be placed upom encouraging

*®\00ldy North Cerolin Siamdamis October 5, 1853,
Z&ﬁ.mmmwm Ppe B
Se So State Toix Prest Ligk, 1668, vv 6

€Ly, 2o State Patx Pretun Idats 2870, vo. 712,
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The Sooiety also used its presdiums to encoursge the produstion of
cortain eropa, The Lmportance placed upon the production of a cortain crop
dotermined the amowrt of the prevdum offered for exhibits of that evop,
During the carly mate-bellum faire praforence wes glvem to no one arop,
and cotton, tobacco, muell graing, and other ficld crop exhibits uwmelly
recaived & top prendlim of ton dollara, Dy the end of the anto~bellum
poriod, howover, the produstion of whoat, cotton, mnd tobacco wns highly
stregsed, Premiwss as high ao £1fty dollars were offered for csch of
theocs orope, vhile those offored othor orops remined at the lovel of
mmummm&

After the war, premiums offered for tobacoo remained higher than those
‘offered for othor oreps, with the exception of sottom, thouch not as dioe
oroportionataly higher as they hed been in the late mnte-bellum peried,
Pertilizer companies also aided the falyr in encowraging inereased tobacco
WMWMMMWE;IQWMW&M
achiovod vith the use of thelr produsts,

Perimning in the carly seventics the falr attempted to encourage the
production of a lipght colored tobeece to be used ss wrappers, Dy 1860
for the regular tobaccs straina,  The high premiume ovidently 414 not
produce the dosired resulte, The faot thut they contimued to be offered
mntil the tum of the century indicantes that fow fmemars began producing
this type of tobaovo,

4, 5. State Palx Prontum Jioks 2860, o. 23,
5 20 State Tl Prtam Jiste 2572, pe 55,
S4y, 2. State Talz Zrestium Ldabs 180 vpe 2025,
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Cotton production continued to be stressed aftor the war, Fertiliser
mammmmmmmumwmm
Wcmms Preniwme offered by the fair itself, however,
often stressed quality rather then quantity,

The fair's efforts to encourage inereased production of tobacco and
cotton were to bo expected, Corovhat swprising, however; is the amownt
of effort expended by the falr to encourage the production of mmell grains,
In the ante-bellun poriod the Scelety's leafers' Interest in emell grain |
production was high, Mmmmmmu,wwlmw
offorod for this avep were equal to thone offered tobecco and cotton,

The produstion of rye as s food for livestook wee alse emcouraged Ly the
anto~bollunm and immediate postevmr falrs by averding premiumes fer the best
mmﬂﬁsmmm

Af%er the war, prexiums offeved for smell grains were usually based
on quality, not quantity. The falr ediibited verious varieties of small
grains grown by the state's leading farmers, including severel types of
vheat, buek wheat, rye, oats, and barley, Tt also displayed the newer
mmamm,wmm:-nwm“

The fair also eneouraged the growing of grasses, dlover, snd other hay
ummmnmm&mmwmmm

* nga,
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grage received speelnl arphesis, Ty 1985 the premium glven for the bost
par acre production of hay had risen to fify &ol;‘amx,m The falr also
axhibited nany verictiss of clover and grase asods,

This exphasis wes placed upen sell grala snd hay producing eveps
for three vessons, Tirst, many of the falrts ante~ballum lealers verve
looking for arops vhich oould be used as green mamure, or vt ecould today
bs eslled a cover crops They found that cerlain grasses, especislly clovers,
ecoull? b suscsssfully used for this purpose, snd they vided to encourage
the state's Cwowers to adopt the practice of using these crops, “econd,
the faly wvas enooursging the lmprovenmdt of the state's liwestock, Iow
proved stook nosded Improved feeds, and better varicoties of gralus, clows,
and grasses could SUIMIY this nesd, Third, the fulr vas interested in
developing » diveraified soricultural sconomy fn the state, Thir intorest
appoered in 1800 vhen a prenlum was offerod for the boot asseyr on the
WMWMM&@MW&” The falr comtimmed to ene
covrmpe Sveraifiod farming Siring the reminder of the postusy peried,
In 1880 1% Bogen offering o preniuwn for thoe best Maplay from ono farm of
mmwm,am&w,m-mwm”

The fairts offords to enomvege dfversified fardng vere doomed Lo
fallure, T¢ vasz encowrnged ty the Jocdety's loadars and 814 not vofleot
the devires of tho averspo fwvrer, /nd even hnd the average fovmer wonted
1o engage in diversifiod farming, the erop=lion system thet dewnloved after

™o Go State Fndc Propiu Liste AEES, pe 17,
™ Se State Ialr Promiu Jate 3363 v 1L
i 5o Slate Puds Presbms Iste 1850, v 25,
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Closely commected with the falr's attempte to encourere diveraified
farving vere ite attenpt to encourage the selfegufficient farmer, This
mractios vas started in 1253 vhen the faly offered premiums for vegotables,
mu.wm,ummmmnﬂ o spoeial emphasio
was placed upon those achibits, however; and only preniums were used as
& meana to encourage the farmerts production of those articies, These
promiums were wually below those offered for livestock mnd Pield crops,
Put in 1896 a spoeinl seventywive dollar premfun was offered for the best
individual displey of apriesltursl produsts, gardon vegetadles, fruits,
mmmmw.“mmmmmwmmhm
pelfapufficiont fawming, Wt also to diseourage the state's proving twoe

The farm vomen wes not imored by the falr, for above all the feir's
mnagenant desired to make the fair g family event, lLadiocs could enter
thoir hendivork in soveral classes, Among those clasces oreated especially
for feminine exhibitors vare preserves and pickles, commed frudite and
vepotablen, noodle work, emtwoidery, art work, and baked goods, Premiume
offered for these goods wore low, usually only ome to tiree dollars, tut
wmmwmmmmmmmmmmm”

fncouraging the we of agrienltuwrsl mechinery vas & major part of the
fairts task of agricultural promotion, The fairts accomplishments in this
field are mmong ite most significant, It enmcouraged the development of new

%mmwms. 1963,
A, G State Dolr Prosbum Lists 186, ve 22,
", go State Balx Pronium Jishe 1860, pe 10,
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machinery and the Lmeovenent of the old, It served as a tosting growmd
for forn imploments and ss a market place for thoss wishing to tuy or sell
agrieltural fmplements, It displayed to thousends of farmers the now and
best in aprioultural fmplements fyem both North Carclina and other states,

The fair uvsually offored premiums for three basle classes of agrie
eultural imploments, vith several subelivisions in each class, The first
class was composed of plovs, eultiwators, harrows, and other implements
used for ti1lins the soll, The second alass was comprised of fmrm wehidles
such as wapons and dwp carte, The thin! dess was divided into two groups,
hand and horse powored farn vachinery, In this class were corn shellers,
cotton gine, threshing mchines, troadcasting mechines, hay presses, stall
m.mmw.% This remained the basie classifi cation
of exhibits of implements during the century, though minor changes were nade
fron yeor to yeur, Prenmiums offered ronged from five to twemty-five dollars,
varying from dlass to clase and fyom year to yoar,

Pxhibite from outeof-gtate firms completely dominmated all clesses of
sgricultural imploments at the mnte-bellum Maive and received 1ittle enough
mative competition after the war, Implements fvom poveral Marylend and
u:mﬁmmawwwmmnwﬁ Firma fyom Pennoylvenia,
Now York, New Jersey, and Mssissippl vere also reprecented at the ante~
m&mfam."e

After the var, firms from other states including Georpia, linods,
Indiann, Wiseonsin, Comnectiout, amd Chio exhibited their products, The
g names in the industry such as Johm Deere and MeCormick bogen to enter

™ comi-iionlly Ralsich Nociater, October 24, 1855,
" osidy North Copoling Stapdaxds October 19, 1953,
P hid., Ostober 27, 2850,
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exhibits during the seventies, TPy 1877 several of these firms were spone
soring premivws for crope as well as displaying their produsts, a practice
e!atmemsmdmmmormm.”

Tmplements of mative namfacture, though badly outmubered, were o
mwawmwmmm It wvas not wntil after the war,
however, that implements from other states received any real coxpetition
fron those of mative manufucture, For the firet three years after the
fairts re-ostablishment, imploments of mtive nmufecture domdnated all
Mmmmmmmmmmmmw
By 1873 implements from other states had again peined escendanoy,  Nerth
Caroline rerufacturers cantinued to be vepresented, however, especially
amnmozmmmmm& fliso, as more
agricultural implement dealers becars cotablished in Nerth Cardlina, they
diaplayed many of the fmplements mammufactured in other states, thms
elininating the need for the mamufacturer to maintain his own exhibit,

The falyr rrovided a testing prowmnd for sgrimltuwral impleovents entered
as exhibita, Thus it enabled the farmer to see the comparative performance
ability of maehines made by different menmufacturers, Items proving to be
of partioular merit were highly recommended by the Judges to the farmers

d’mm%

:n- S+ State Dadr Peium Jdaks M8Z2) voe 2028,
ioelly Norths Geraling Shondapds October 27, 1858,

”’mm (Raleigh), September 20, 1873,

“Nows and Sheerves, Cotober 19, 1890,

\ieaidy North Cacoling Standand, Ooteber 27, 1858,
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Though most of the imploments exhibited were of the type that one
would swpect st a nineteenth cemtury agrionltural feir, the mrototypes
of implements that were perfected only in the twemtieth century could elso
bo secm, Tn 1853 the fair offered o premium for the best portable stemm
engine "applicable to sgricultural purposes genorally, as a substitute for
mm.-&weagmummammmwm
oantury; all were of o stationary typo, Premiuns were offered for potato
amauammamms;mxmvmmmwm
Tngland vms exhibited at the fair,  lor were Vorth Carolina inventors
m:,rwiamssumumpammmnwmekmmuw,w
%o interented was the falr in seeing new lmplements invented that in 1874
it offored & twanty-five dollor prerium for the best agricultural implement
MM&:MMMM@

The fair's offorts ¢o encowrage the invention of new implements were
uses, The cow milking mechine and the eotton plcker were years shead of
thetr time, Thelr irmpracticality is indieated by tho fact they were only
diaplayed ot one falr, lNo significmnt new farm fmploment wme able to dlatn
the rremiwn offered for such, though the premium vas swrded aach year,
usually to some type of plow,

uM; Ootober 5, 1653,

:aasammmm 2860, 70 7
Dedly Sentinal (Raleigh), October 15, 1673,

“hous 10 Sheorver, October 20, 1983,
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Although no significant apricultwal »achinery was developed ag @
result of the fair, Lmmrovements in existing farn implements were encoursged,
Thia vas espocially true of the lighter farm implements used in t1lling the
goi) such as plows, harrows, and cultiwmtors, Cfeveral improved plows of
netive remufacture recormonded Yy the fairte judpes bocems poptlar with the
m‘wwmw

The failr emcouraged the use of agrisultural meshinery bty siwply
exhiditing the produots of verious farn lmplement mmwfacturers acrose the
nation, The exhidits of thoese various imploments, combined with the test
required of them, enabled reny farmers to seoe the advantapge of mechanized
farving, The fair thus helped ereste in the farmers of the stete an interest
in foruming with machinery, The creation of this interest wne & major goal
of the falr, and 1t was succesefully schieved,

Interminglod with the fairts efforts to promote agrioulture vere some
aspeots of the commercial fair, Pertiliser, rusno, farn fmmlevents, and
other rroduects desigmod for the fmmm were markoted at the falr bty their
pamufacturers and denlers, The farmer, too, wes alle to warket hic produce
at the fairs, Derinning in the ante-bellum period, farmers could sell
their exhibits of farm produce, liwvestodk, or other products at suetion,
The suotion was uoually held on the last day of the fair, This feature was
strossed more after 1880 when the muber of days on vhich suctions were held
quo Ny this action the falr's manapenent hopod to make the
fair en Important maurket of farm produse, Thelr hopes were not fulfilled,

mmmw Oetober 27, 1858,
R&&MMMMMW 12,
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Though some farmers did use the fuir as & memns of merheting their prow
duoe, the falr never becane an important market for the farmer, Ito
cormercial importamce in the promotion of sgricultural products, however,
is attested to by the large muber of exhibits nade by fiems fresm Morth

It is extrevely diffioult to determine ecumctly to whet extent the
Carolina inasemeh as the falr was merely one part of the state's agrie.
this period, Avong them were the state's looding farmers, the county end
srea fairs, the fow agrienitural journsls published in the state, private
agrioultural organisotions, and state agrioultural institutiona, The
affoct of their combined offorts wns astownding, tut it 1o slmost ime
possible to assim eoch force an emot fraction of the met vesult, Nevere
theless, somn omelusions concerning the fair'e role in this penoral reform
noverent oan be dram,

The fair's major significance as a oontriluter to the egricultural
roform movement In the state can Yo stiributed to its exoallent lesdership,
Tod by the state's most progreseive citisens, the frir was sluaye in the
venpuard of the reform movement, It took the lead in Introducing blooded
oattle to tho state bocause its lesders ware sotive in the fmprovement of
eattlo, It encowraged diversified farming becsuse its loanders favored and
practiced it, It encowreged the use of cover orope becouse ite leaders
favored thelr use, It encournged the wse of agrioultural machinery becsuse
its leaders favored mechanised farming, In short, the fair tried to ene
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courage the state's farmers to adopt the methods which its leaders advow
ocoted and foumnd suesesaful, Teesuse ite leaders wers usually the state's
best farmers, the majority of the lmmowations it encouraged were good,

The fair's efforts to introduwoe agriowltural reforms to the state
superiority of the new to the old, Its succesaful efforts to Introducs
blooded livestock to the state, which received gubernatorlal pralse as
msum.mumumma Paoed with the visual evidenoce
of the superiority of blooded eattle, the former natuwrally began to
desire to lmwowe his stock,

The efforts of the falr to encourage the use of sgricultural lmploe
nonts were suocesaful for the same reason, The farmer could see the nowmet
Lploments in use et the fairs, If they wvere superior to the lmplements
he used on his faem, he was forved to acinoviedse the faot,

The exhibits displayed by the fertiliser covmanlss encowraged the use
of coomarcial crop dreasing Yy the state's farvmers partly boosuse they
vore tangible, The farwer oould soe and oxsmine the product he vas belng
asked to buy, even thouch he could mot actuslly see the results that would
come fronm 1ts uvee, Txhibits of crops produced by selontifie farming methods
movided the farmer with tanpible evidence of their superiorily,

The fairis efforis to instruot the farmer in the use of nev methods
of farming, pertly becsuse they inwolved ideas, or the intengiblo, met
with less sucoess, “uch instructions were not visually presented to the
farmers The spoochos, casays, mnd meotings wvhich were used to instyuet

m’ﬁmm' Mensara,"” "
hoa, marCTeTIoRts Venaacs,” Il sud lesidlating Dogmenta (107374,
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the farwer in the use of now farming rethods used words as o means of
explaining these now wethods to the fmrmer, There wae nothing tangitle
for him to grasp, The experinents coubined with thase lectures in the
latter part of the contury halped to slter this situation,

The neceselity for ths falr %o depend on o swall minopity of farwers
reduced its simificanes, Moot of the farmars who supported the falr como
from Vake and 1is neighboring countios or, at lesst, from the sastern part
of the state, The pross of the westorn section of the state blmed the
Society's lenders for the reluctance of that area's farmers 3o patronise
the falr, The wontern press charpged that the eanterners oantrelled the
Mrfsummpmmmmsmtmmmmmwﬁm”
is a vesult the fair's lesders had to continually plead for the support
of 211 the state's farwers, As late as 1293 this plea was sti)) beling
mdod.”

Ngcause the falir's leaders were operators of larpe farme and usually
wealthy men, they wistakenly adopted somo policies which ran cownter to
the interest of the more mmwrous subsistence faymers, The emphacis nlaced
won racing sud thoroughtwed hovses is a prime exmmple of a mdstale made
Yy its lendership, The fair's lesders alec wnintentionslly demaged the falr
by dominating the competition for premiuwms, This dominetiom wan good in
one respect, for it allowed the svarage formor to sos these superior ome
hibits, Dut this trend inereased raplidly in the oighties end nineties when
such lmrge ferue as the Blltwove Bstates end Julian 5, Carr's Oconcechos
began o exhibit at the fair, As a vrecult of the memopoly of premiums

Praily centine) (Raletph), October 19, 1875,
”m aod Ohogrwep, Octobor 19, 1893,
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obtained by the lorge farmer, many of whom were “oclety leaders, the small
fermers veore diseoursged fron entering exhibita, By 1297 the ferm jownals
were sugreoting that the situation must be revedied if the felr was to
m&n,%

Several other mistekes In policy were made by the fair's lesders,
They @12 not co-operate as fully as they chouléd have with agrioultural ot
panisations such as the Orange and the Alliance, Also, there is little
doubt that the western feymer vas somevhat mistreated, for castern farmers
a4 dominate the falr and try to keep its contrel in thedr hande, DPut
pverhaps thelr major fallure was that they looked outside the state for
reforn, They tried to introduce new methods, new machinery, new arops,
and new tweeds of livestoek from without, ¥ith the emception of machinery
and mothoda, nothing wae done to encourage improvement from within, Very
1ittle was done to encowrape the development of new machinery or farming
mothods within the state, The development of now tweeds of livestoek
within the state was complotely overlooked, The same wms true of field
oronse

The fair's eimificance as & single factor in the sgricitural refornm
movement was undoubtedly rrester in the ante-tellum then in the postwer
period for severel reasons, Duwring the ante~bellum yeers, though several
agrioultural journals were published, few vare read by the state's sverage
farmer, There wore no state supported egricuitiral institutions, The era
of the large private apricultursl organisation was yet to coms, A medium
through vhich the state's fermers could be aoguainted with the rapid agrie
cultural advancenents being made was needed, The fair did much to supply
that wedium,

A A B U AT
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The fair's contributions to the state's agricultural developnant were
grogtor after thun btefore the var, but ils share in the total sgrieultwral
roforn rovement was less, It ceased to be as concorned with the instruction
of the farmer in nower agricultural methods, HMuch of this vork vas thea
done by ferm orgenisetions snd stote sgricultursl institubions, Inplenent
dealers established throughout the state reduced the significance of this
phase of the fair's werk, Tt booune more than ever the show place of the
gtate's spricdtursl development, The exhibdts displayed at each falr wade
the farmer avere of snd cqused him to take prids in the state's srriodle
tupal progress and to hepo for eontimwd progress in the future, Tho Palr
mede its mejor contribution to the promotion of agriculture in Nerth
Carclina by helping te creste within the state's farvers this interest in



CHAPTER VII
COICLUBIONS

dustrial development of Worth Ceroline during the yomrs fyem 1053 to
1899 1 sn undeniable fast, The averape falr ran five days and had en
average daily attendmoe of at least 6,000 persoms, Ao there were thirty
sovon falrs, one can easlly ealeulate that there vere 1,110,000 adnissions
to the hinetoenth contrrry falr, Those sttending the falr came from oll
seotions of the state and from 21l clnsees of the state's socisl structure,
To asoume that the editbite of livestoolk, £1ald ereps, fare implements,
end industrial rwoducts with which 1ts visitore vere confronted had 1ittle
or no effect upon them would bo sheer folly, Yot it is extremely hard to
dotermine to vhat extent the falr influsnced the stato's economie growth,
Though the falr influenced the state's ecomomic developmont throughout
the ninetoanth century, it can be roughly divided into fowr distinet periods
or stages of development, Tach stape coincides, to a larpe degres, with a
corresponding stage in the statefs peneral aprioultursl dovelomont, The
influenes on sone of its partioulmr sspocts then uwpon others, Within cach |
of these stages the falr wade some attenpt to promoto the state's Induse
trial growth, hut those attompte were of a markedly secondary nature, as
agriodtareal promotion was ite prlmary goels The fowr stages into vhich
the ninotoenth century falr can be divided ave ss followe: the antowbellum
poriod (1853-1860), which coincides with the agricultural rensissance which
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ocoowrred within the state during the £ifties; the Lrmediate poutuar period
(19691873}, vhich coincides roughly with the period of agrionlturel ro-
oonstruotion following the Civil Yarg the perdiod of Thomas 1M, Holt's
prosidency (1673-1884), vhich eorresponds with the vears in which the
foundations of modern, conmercial, sclemtific farming vere lalds and the
post-iiolt years (1£85.1599), which corvespond with a poriod of contimed
frprovenonts in agrioultural methods coupled with the farmert's inercased
efforts to Lmprove the state's apricltural conditions through politieal
action,

During the deeade of 1850 to 1060, the state eperienced an agri-
eulturel penaissence of vhich the fair wus both a result end comse, The
use of rarmures, botter plowing and drainege methods, botter sced, and move
machinary by the state's formers wnderwent o noticeable inerense, /8 a
romilt, botweon 1290 and 1860 cotton production wae Inaressed fyonm 73,845
to 145,514 beles, tobaceo produstion frem 11,064,796 to 32,853,250 pounds,
whoat production from 2,130,102 o 4,743,706 tushels, and corn profustion
from 27,941,051 %o 30,076,564 bushele, The production of other erops such
mmn;mx

The falr played n significmnt role in this peried of rapid agrionltural
dovalopremt, VWith thoe exeeption of a fow sgricultimral journale, the falr
become soguainted with and be instructed in spricultural reforn, Presiume
dresses, and lectures at the Socloty's nightly weetings were all omployed
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by the falr to instruct the fmrmer in the uwse of scientifie agricultural
nothods, “uch attemmis st instruction proved too stiff and formal to appeal
to the average farmer, and they were limited in their offectivences, They
m.m,mmmwmm?mmw
progrosaive fmwmers fyon various sections of the state.

The falr's mjor contribution to the agricultural renaissence of the
fifties was the interest in aprieultural reform that 1t ereated, This
intorest was erested largely Yy exhibite of livestock, field crops, voge-
tables, farn implements, and other items, Such exhibits vere move effective
in pressing home to the yooran farmer the adventages of sgricultural reform
thaon were the more formal essays, emeriments, and lectures which appealed
lnrgoly to the educated planter class, Ante~bollum livestoek exhibits,
though not spectamilar, represented the best the state had to offer, This
was eopecially true of the exhibite of cattle, swine, and horses, The
farver viewing these exhibita was foreed to male a mental comparison of
the stook he saw dlsplayed and tho stook on his farm, The outooms of such
a covparison wae st least an interest in Lmproved livestoek, Mhibits of
fi0ld crops mrovided proof that "book farming® was not a hwnbug and helped
to arouse the famer's interest in sclentifie farming wethods, TNuhibits
of farm fimploments fren both native and out-of-state mamufacturers and
dealars coquaintod the farmor with the latest in agricultural machinery,
Py tosting these implements in sctual use mnd recormending those which pore
formed well to the farmer, the fair sttampted to encourage the use of the
best, as well as the latest imploments, In shert, by providing visual
proof to the state's farmers thet reforms wore both nceded and practicel,

wa’im I {(Mady, 1869), €6,




123

the fair made a mejor contribution to the growing epirit of reform and ime
mwoved agricultural conditions vhich were so ovident in the eighteen-fifties,
Thomes Rulfin recognized this fact as early an 1258 and expressed the belief
that move vas done to "advance the industrisl puresnits of owr people” in

mn;nnnmofmrmummmnmmm
yoars,

The falr's sttamte to prorote industry in this period were inconsew
quantial, Industrisl exhitits were few, and the large majority of those
WM%MMMM Such was to Lo expected
in a state vhose coonomy vas overvhelmingly sgrioultuwral, The fow induge
trial méibits obtained, hovever, did scourstely reflect the industrial
dovelopmant of the state during that ers, though they &id 1ittls to directly
encourage it,

The yoars from 1860 to 1873 vere transition yoars for the falr,
During this period the fair's physical development was of major signifie
cance, Te-ostablished in 1860 efter en oight yesr interruption coused by
insdoquate to ascormodate its prowving sttendance, This fact led to the
fair's relocation on & larger site in 1873, This physical transition
allowed the falr to continmue to expand throughout the century,

The fair's methods of advocating sgrieultural reforms also underwvent
a transition, The methods used to instrust the fmrwer in the use of
selentific farming mothods were pradually diseontinued, with the ewception
of the nightly lectures and the annual address, both of vhich were modi.
fiod, Thibits of agriowltursl implenents, livestoek, field erops, and

% iegldy Niorks Cswoldog Stamdand, October 27, 1856,



124

vogetables becmme the vajor memms by which the falr sought to ereate
within the farmer an interest in agrioultural reform, Thus, though the
falr continued to aoquaint the farmer with the latest agricwltuwral practiees,
it foparted less forval instruction in thelir use,

During the irmediste pootunyr period of the fair's grovth, the state
was struggling to rerain the level of agricultursl production 1t had achieved
before the wvar, It achieved thic goal in the production of cotton end oate
ty 1870, tut the production of other erops and livestoch remained below
ﬁnmlml.& By encouraging the adoption of lmpmoved sgrieultural
mathods through its vardous exhibits and premiums end by placing an emphasis
on improved per acre produstion, the falr 444 mmoh to help in the procese
of rebuilding the state's agriculturs) ecomomy, Covernow Tod Re Calduell
rocognized the fair's role in this struggle to rebuild the ctate and highly
praised it for maldng lmoun to the people the sgricultwrnl and industrial
Mmewmm.s
for most ayope during the yeers fyom 1873 to 1885, the period of
Thomas Holt's presideney of the Soclety. During these years, also, the
fomdations of the state's modern livestoc! industry were loid, advances
in agrioltural mothode eontimed to be mede, and tenent farming boceme
firely ontrenched in the state, tringing with 1t a one crop ayston of
agricditure and the erop-loin credit syotem, The falr pleyed an sotive
mhummmmmmmmm
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The consus of 1880 indicated that the state had swrpassed its ante-
bellum production of mileh cows, mules end asses, and vorking oxen and
eattle, Norses, swine, and "other” cattle wvere slightly less mwmercus than
they had been before the war, The total value of nll livestock on farms was
822,414,659, nearly half a xdllion dollars move than the value of livestock
in 1870, tut oonsiderably less than the value of the state's livestock in
1860.6 Yore important than the mumerical growth of the state's livestoek,
however, was the introduction of puretwred straine, The period from 1275
to 1900 has been ealled "a plomeer introductory pariod” during swhich "a
mmmmﬁmm’mrﬂwaWw
in this attempt to encourege the Improvement of liwvestod:, Jersey and
Dutch Palted cattle and Periahire and Jarsey Red swine were first introduced
to the state by axhibits fren outeofwotate stock farms at the fair, M
addition to exhiliting snimals from other states, the falr contimued to
display the bost animels to be found in Herth Carclina and to encourage
bottor animal hushandry mractices,

Pasioally beeause the arop-lien systen forced the farmer %o plant a
money erop, the production of cotton and tobasos incressed tremendously,
The state's cotton production in 1880 of 309,998 btales tripled thet of
1860, The twenty-seven willion pounds of tobaceco produced in 1880 4id not
equel the state's 1060 production, but more than doubled 1ts production of
1@.8 By recamending the use of improved seeds, better cultivating

7
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proctioss, end commarcial fertilisers in the production of thove arope
and mvarding large premiwns for the best per acre ylelds of esch, the faly
wns certainly a factor in tholr increased productiom,

The prvduction of eereals end other crops approached snte~bollur:
lovels during these years, with the exception of that of wheat, The
eephasis placed upon the cultivation of cottom and tobaceo, however, lept
then frov regaining the prominemes they had held prior to the war, The
production of &« vardety of crops on ome farn, This effort was lergely
plant cotion or tohaceo instend of being 2llowed o practice dlwversified
farning, Tt is wfortunte thet this progran of the falr felled so cobe
plotely, for the almost cxclusive production of money crops retarded the
statets overall spricultural sdvancement and kept 1ts farmers almost gone
stantly in debt,

Agrieultuwrel methods, however, contimued to improve within the state,
end the faly was responsiltle for an undetermined amount of these Impsovenents,
The Orange, the North Carclina Department of Agriedlture, and the department's
exparinent station began to enter exhibits st the faly in order %o encourage
the adoption of modewn agrioultursl wethods, The falr's exhibits of superior
proverante, The wse of fertilisers was adopted by moot of the state's
farpers, For summle, in 1500 they spemt 22,111,767 for ommercisl arop
veans of improving their land, The fair contriluted to this development Yy

nenert on the Procusien of Arciodlture, A80, ve 103,
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ehidbiting fertilicors from both native and out-ofwstate mamulneturers,
produsod with their products, especially erops of tobacco and cotton,
mmwwmwwmmmw
mas.m,wmmmmmm.mmlmm%,mmmm
The falr played an Importent role in bringing abowt this inerease, It
exhibited implements from several states, especially from the states of
the northern 'ddle Vest, It placed special emvhasis on the development
of nov and improved implemtmts and contimued to test all implements dioe
played for the benefit of the fmrmer, The felr served e a medhun through
vhich thousando of farmers from all seotions of the state hecams acguainted
Mtepts to Improve the falr's industrial exhidits nade during Helt's
poriod coineided vith the movenment for en Industrialised lew Couth and the
bogimings of the state's “industris) revolution,” The mwber of exhibits
from tobacco, tetile, mnd fertilizer fiwme incressed, yot s large majority
of the state's industriel firme comtimued to dieregmyd the fuir, The
ehibits obtained, howvever, wade lmoun to the people of Nerth Carclina the
state's increasing induetrialisation and caused ther to take pride in this
davelopoont,
 Using the policies adopted in the folt administrotion, the falr cone
tinved to influonce the state's agriowltural development during the yemrs
frem 1205 to 1899, Its role in the improvement of the state’s livestock

M: 4 Senandlim of iha Hinih Seagugs pe 690,
mmm Ootober 13, 1991,



average forvor wes quickly sequainted with lroeds of cattle such as
Guernseys, Ayrehives, Holsteins, and Herefords, which were displayed at
the fair bty the state's more progressive farmers, Cattle exhibited hy
out~of=gtate farme ineluded the Mrowun Swiss, Mack Angus, and Holstedne
Friesian tweeds, large exhibdts of Jerseys, introduced at earlier fairs,
attosted to the falrts algmificance as a factor in the improvement of
the stato's cattle, Poland Chinas, Victorias, snd Durco-Jerseys were smong
the several tweeds of swine that the falr afdded to its premium list,
Jersey Reds md Perkshires, two tweeds of swine introduced st earlier
falrs, were exhibited in large mmwbers, By far the best mediwm through
which the farmor could become acquaintsd vith so memy lwoeds of purebred
aninmals, the falr was a defiinite factor in the incresse in value of the
state's livestock, poultry, and bees from $22,414,659 in 1060 to
$30,106,173 tn 1500,

The fact that North Carcline farmers bogan to adopt & more mechanised
gysten of farming 1s indicated by the inorease in the walue of thelr
Mamgw%amuwmwoumw.” The fair
alded this development by contimuing to acquaint the farmer with the latest
agrimlturel lmplements during this period, The invention of new implements
end the improvement of the old ecntimued to be stressed, The muber of
fsplements oxhibited increased mibstantially, and severanl big neme companies
such as John Deere and MeCormick bogan to enter axhibits,

The state's production of ecotton and tobeceo contimmed to inerease,
and by 1900 the production of cotton had reached 460,000 bales and that
of tobacco, 128,000,000 pounds, The production of other erope increased
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mnmm:my,m.u This repid inerosse in cotton and
tobasso mrodustion and meglect of subsistence crops were the resilis of
both the monoy snd cubsistence erops, 1t hed 1ittle offect on this phase
tained the crope-lien system wers too great to be affected ly provdums
offered by a falr for either subslictence or moncy orops,

Durdng the yeors fyon 1885 to 1699, the fair continued to wrpe the
odoption of imwownd farming prectices through its premiwns, exhibits, and
lectures, The North Caroline Department of Agricultwre continued to work
through the falr in its attespts to reach lorge mmbers of the state's
and Yochanical College, the experiment station, and the Famer's Alliamco
also used the folr as o moans of encowrsping reforns, The fact that these

Daspite the fact thet during the carly ninetics nanmy of tho state's
farmors bogen o twm to politicsl setion to find a solution for thelr
aprienltual probloms, the fair continued to stress improved aprieuitural
a mooting place for merbers of the Alliance, mamy of vhom adwocated polite
ieal solutimme for the state's spriouiterel dllemma, Stavted ss o momns
visely remined thet throughout the century,

The feirfs yole s mn induotrisl proncter remnined relatively ine

Yoy otrery Nopth Coxaling, The Higbery of & Southown Shate, pe 490,
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in 1696, mot almost totel failure in his comeim to attract Industrial
exhiditors, The sbeorption of smeller firps, meny of which had exhibited
at the fair, by lavger Plms, fow of which exhibited at the faiv, cost
the fadr some exhibits, Depreselon in the ninetiss also proved dotyie
mental, Put the failure of most of the statets firma to cxhibit remained
the bigrost hindrance to the falrts efforts st Industrial promotiom,
Pamiture etibits, hovever, incressed during this peried, largely becamse
that industry was Just beginming 1te rapld dovelopment and vecognised the
advantage of advertising at the fair, Though it 414 1ittle to directly
promote the growth of the stote's industries, the folr menaged to mirver
the state's contimumd industrial growth, Ty 1099, it showod signe of bow
coing a move sigmificent industrial exposition,

 The falr's influence on the state’s ccononie development during the
last half of the nineteanth century, though fmpossitle to determine exmetly,
was mdowitodly of nejor significance, It 4id 1ittle to promote directly
the growth of industyy, tut by serving ns en advertising agoney for
exhibiting firme it asuainted thoussnds with the state's groving industris)
econoty, The falr made several outstonding contrilutions to the state's
apricdtural doveloprent, Thousands vere sequainted with the bost agrie
eulturel imploments aveiloble in the nation through its exhibits, Its work
in the introduction of Weoded livestock uns & major factor in the laying
of the fomdations of thet industwy within the state, Through ite premiwms,
axhitits, leotwes, and other methods it interested many in the adoption
of agricultural veforms, It provided a medium through vhich such insti-
mmmww@mmmmmmmmm
Agriofitural md Mochanionl Collepe wore able to work with thousmnde of
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farmars, It served go o co-ordinater for the warious phases of the

agricuitoal reforn moverent and helped to Wring reforus to all sections
of the state, J. Vs Carter of the Rishumond Times vas ebeclutely correct
vhen he stated in 1696 that the Nerth Oarolina State Falr van “ono of the
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