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ABSTRACT 

From the start, the part of ladies in Chinua Achebe's "Things Fall Apart" may give off an 

impression of being unjustifiably restricted regarding their position and force. Individuals have 

not given a lot of consideration to it past obliging the suspicion that this novel presents ladies as 

a tragically persecuted bunch with no force. This expectation may give off an impression of 

being correct, yet after digging underneath this deluding surface, one can see that the ladies of 

the tribe hold some incredible positions. Subsequently, this article is an endeavor to show the 

significant part of ladies both in family and in African man centric culture. The ladies' ground-

breaking positions in the family manage their capacities, for example profoundly as the priestess, 

emblematically as the earth goddess, and in a real sense as the nurturers of the Ibo public, the 

guardians of the sweet potato crops and the moms and instructors of the Ibo kids. 

Keywords: womanliness, male centric culture, sexual orientation definition, conducts custom, 

earth goddess, nurturers. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart depicts Africa, especially the Ibo society, just before 

the appearance of the white man. Things Fall Apart breaks down the obliteration of African 

culture by the presence of the white man regarding the demolition of the connections among 

people and their general public. Achebe, who shows the peruse an extraordinary arrangement 

about Ibo society and interprets Ibo fantasy and precepts, likewise clarifies the part of ladies in 

pre-pilgrim Africa. 

In Things Fall Apart, manly and female social character and language designs mirror a 

particularly negative social disposition towards feminity, what's more, related of ladies and shortcoming. 

This tale is additionally a declaration to the social perspectives towards sex. By accentuating the 

shortcoming of feminity and advantages of manly practices, the Igbo public stress the sex delineation of 

their way of life, guarantee the continuation of male controlled society. It tends to be followed if the 

peruse follows the hardships of Okonkwo, a deplorable legend whose unfortunate defect incorporates the 

way that "his entire life was overwhelmed by dread, the dread of disappointment and shortcoming." (9) 

For Okonkwo, his dad Unoka typified the exemplification of disappointment and shortcoming. Okonkwo 

was insulted as a kid by different youngsters when they called Unoka agbala. Agbala could all things 

considered mean a man who had taken no title or "lady." Okonkwo loathed anything feeble or fragile, and 



his depictions of his clan and the individuals from his family show that in Ibo society anything solid was 

compared to man and anything powerless to lady. Since Nwoye, his child by his first spouse reminds 

Okonkwo of his dad Unoka whom he views as lady like. In the wake of becoming aware of Nwoye's 

transformation to the Christianity, Okonkwo contemplates how he, who is classified "a blazing fire”, 

could "have sired a child like Nwoye, degenerate and delicate?" (108) On the other hand, he wishes his 

little girl Ezinma "were a kid" (122), and he feels that "she ought to have been a kid" (44). He supported 

her the most out of the entirety of his youngsters, yet "in the event that Ezinma had been a kid [he] would 

have been more joyful." (46) After murdering Ikemefuna, Okonkwo, who can't comprehend why he is so 

distressed, asks himself, "When did you become a shuddering elderly person?" (45) When his colleagues 

look as though they were not going to battle against the interfering preachers, Okonkwo recalls the "days 

when men were men." (141) 

In his On Deconstruction: Theory and Criticism after Structuralism, Jonathan Culler 

(1982) addresses these issues and structures a few intriguing ends. I'm not catching its meaning 

to peruse as a lady? Culler's answer is brief also, moderately tricky: "to peruse as a lady is to try 

not to peruse as a man, to recognize the particular safeguards and mutilations of male readings 

and give correctives". Despite the fact that Culler neglects to diagram these safeguards and 

mutilations, he gives some crucial rules to such a perusing. In like manner, to peruse as a lady 

necessitates that one methodology a work from a women's activist vantage also, accordingly, not 

respect the work from the domain of male centric society. Thus, to peruse Chinua Achebe's 1969 

abstract magnum opus, Things Fall Apart, as a lady, one should question readings which 

recommend that Okonkwo is the lone significant figure in the novel, and on the other hand 

examine the inspirations of head female characters that are completely evolved inside the work. 

II. DISCUSSION 

 Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart is one of the books, which uncovered the parts of 

ladies. In this novel, manly and female social personality and language designs mirror an 

unmistakably pessimistic social mentality towards womanliness and a relationship of ladies and 

shortcoming. This epic is likewise a declaration to the social perspectives towards sexual 

orientation. By underscoring the shortcoming of womanliness and the advantages of manly 

conduct the Igbo public underline the sexual orientation definition of their way of life, guarantee 

the continuation of male centric society.  

Since this work is a women's activist examination so this investigation centers on the jobs 

of the female characters in the novel. The author investigates the female characters as indicated 

by their self-insights, just as cultural familiarity with them as ladies, spouses, moms and little 

girls. Investigating the connections between these ladies uncovers partnerships among moms and 

their posterity, yet additionally collusions between friends in arms. From the start, the ladies in 

Things Fall Apart may appear to be an abused gathering with little force, and this portrayal is 

consistent with some degree. Be that as it may, this portrayal of Ibo ladies uncovers itself to be 

rashly oversimplified just as restricting, when the peruse reveals the different jobs of the Ibo 

ladies all through the novel.  



With regards to the Ibo perspective on female nature, the clan permitted spouse beating. 

The tale portrays two cases when Okonkwo beats his third spouse, when she didn't return home 

to make his feast. He beat her harshly and was rebuffed yet simply because he beat her during 

the Week of Peace. What's more, when she returned he beat her vigorously. In his indignation he 

had failed to remember that it was the Week of Peace. (Achebe, 2000: 21) 

At that point he likewise beat his second spouse when she remove a few leaves of 

Okonkow's banana tree to wrap some food to commend the Feast of the New Yam, and 

afterward alluded to him as one whose "firearms that never fired." When a serious instance of 

wife beating precedes the egwugwu, he found for the wife; however toward the finish of the 

preliminary a man ponders "why such a triviality should precede the egwugwu." (66) 

The Roles of Women in Their Family 

Family is a gathering of individuals who make a bunch of relationship to ensurethe life of 

individuals who love one another and offer warmth to make government assistance. Family is 

individuals related marriage, blood or passionate responsibility who typically help each other as 

for resource and enthusiastic. Lady is generally an individual who has incredible parts in family 

in light of the fact that the congruity of a family is generally dictated by ladies. In the event that a 

housewife is The Role of Women in Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart, Purwarno 

As the Primary Educators 

Women are typically the nearest individual to her youngsters. As a mother, she thinks a 

lot about the development of her kids. Consequently, if a kid is fruitful or ineffective throughout 

everyday life, the primary inquiry tossed will be "who his/her mom is?”  

In Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart, ladies additionally show their significant part as 

the essential instructors for their youngsters. They for the most part teach their kids through the 

custom of narrating and indicating great way just as conduct to their kids. They teach and mingle 

the kids, move their interest to the social qualities, connections and the human conditions. The 

tales the ladies tell additionally assist the youngsters with building up their creative cognizance, 

notwithstanding engage them. Okonkwo’s spouses likewise recount about certain accounts to 

their youngsters to engage and give them some significant exercises. They combine when they 

hear a society story told by their mom. The storyteller portrays: Low voices, broken occasionally 

by singing, arrived at Okonkwo from his wives‟ hovels as every lady and her kids told society 

stories. Ekwefi and her girl, Ezinma, sat on a tangle on the floor. It was Ekwefi’s go to recount a 

story". (Achebe, 2000: 67) 

The citation above shows that Ekwefi recounts a story to Okonkwo‟s youngsters. Ekwefi 

recounts the story not exclusively to engage them adjoins additionally to give them some virtues 

that they can apply in their day by day life. It is through narrating that the youngsters learn 

significant exercises about the human condition, are shown the Ibo creation legends, for 



example, the winged creatures and the turtle story, and expert the specialty of conveying by 

retelling the accounts themselves.  

As expressed in the novel, "Among Ibo the craft of discussion is respected profoundly, 

and adages are the palm-oil with which words are eaten" (5). The Ibo ladies are assuming a huge 

part in the assistance of this realizing, which is crucial to their youngsters' capacity to work 

inside the Ibo culture. 

As Caretakers of Their Children 

In Igbo culture, it is basically a disfavor to be borne as a female. The disposition is 

evident in considering the accentuation set on ladies to bear children to convey the honor of the 

family. At the point when a lady has brought forth her third child in progression, her significant 

other butchers a goat for her, and it has been the custom in the general public. Lady is respected 

in the event that she could bear solid children to carry on an extraordinary family’s name and 

honor. It implies that in Things Fall Apart, ladies are seen essentially as kid carriers and help 

mates for their spouses. Due to the phallocentric idea that ladies should create numerous strong, 

male descendants to be esteemed inside their social milieu, Ekwefi is viewed as a reviled lady on  

Okonkwo‟s first spouse has just had three children, all solid and sound. At the point 

when she brought forth her third child in progression, Okonkwo butchered a goat for her, as the 

custom. This condition is assorted on account of Ekwefi, Okonkwo‟s second spouse, who has 

brought forth ten kids yet nine of them have passed on in earliest stages, generally before the age 

of three. Ekwefi, who is really a well of information, love, and wild autonomy, has persevered 

through much anguish and stigmatism. Nonetheless, rather than proceeding to mourn her 

difficulty, Ekwefi gives her time and energy to the one youngster who does live, and discovers 

comfort in her relationship with her solitary girl, Ezinma. Albeit sickly she appears to be 

resolved to live. Ekwefi accepts somewhere inside her that Ezinma has come to remain. She 

accepts on the grounds that it is that confidence alone that gives her own life and sort of 

significance. She is resolved to nurture her kid to wellbeing, and she puts all her being into it. 

Her adoration to Ezinma can be seen when Ezinma, late one evening, is brought by Priestess, 

Chielo, and the ground-breaking Oracle of Umuofia to a cavern for a profound experience with 

the earth goddess. 

The Roles of Women in Society 

Society is a group of humans that form a semi-closed system, in which most interaction 

are with other people belonging to the group. It is a network of relationship between people.  The 

Igbo people’s patriarchal society has a strict system of behavioral custom according to gender. 

This custom strongly restricts  the  freedom  of  the  women  and  help  to  reinforce  generation  

after generation the notion that Igbo men are superior to the women of their tribe. In Igbo people, 

the condition of weakness is strongly associated with the state of being female, but women are 

socialized to fill specific roles in their society. 



As the Goddess 

The current priestess is Chielo, "the priestess of Agbala, the Oracle of the slope and the 

Caves" (49). In conventional life, Chielo is a widow with two youngsters. Anybody seeing 

Chielo in conventional life would scarcely accept that she is a similar individual who forecasts 

when the soul of Agbala has arrived. She can accomplish something that is difficult to be 

finished by a lady. How a lady could convey an offspring of that size so effectively and for such 

a long time was marvel. However, Ekwefi was not contemplating that. Chielo was not a lady that 

evening.  

At that point, there is a scene during which Chielo has come for Okonkwo and Ekwefi's 

girl Ezinma. We are told: Okonkwo begged her to return the morning on the grounds that 

Ezinma was currently snoozing. However, Chielo disregarded what he was attempting to state 

and continued yelling that Agbala needed to see his little girl. . The priestess abruptly shouted. 

„Beware, Okonkwo!' she cautioned" (Achebe, 2000: 71)  

There is no other point in the novel in which we see Okonkwo "argue" with anybody, 

male or female, under any conditions. We witness a lady not just requesting Okonkwo to give 

her his little girl, yet compromising him also. The way that Okonkwo permits this is proof of the 

priestess' capacity. The capacity of a lady to involve the job of a priestess, an otherworldly 

pioneer, uncovers an away from of respect for ladies being available in Ibo society.  

Another illustration of such worship for ladies is divulged in the portrayal of the cleric of 

the earth goddess, Ani. Ani is depicted as: the wellspring of all richness. Ani had a more 

noteworthy influence in the life of the individuals than some other god. She was a definitive 

appointed authority of ethical quality and lead. Also, what was more, she was in close fellowship 

with the withdrew fathers of the tribe whose bodies had been resolved to earth. (Achebe, 2000: 

26)  

It appears to be irrational that a general public that sees its female individuals as sub-par 

creatures would speak to their most remarkable god just like a lady. Nonetheless, it occurs in 

Igbo society, and to respect the earth goddess, the Feast of the New Yams is held before the 

collect starts. Ezeani's poweis further delineated through her job in the sweet potato harvest. It is 

significant that all the individuals from the group notice the Week of Peace preceding the collect 

all together, "to respect [their] incredible goddess of the earth without whose gift [their] harvests 

won't grow" (22). For a female soul to have a particularly significant job in the accomplishment 

of the sweet potato crops is characteristic of the genuine profound established intensity of ladies. 

At the point when Okonkwo breaks the Week of Peace by beating his third spouse, Ojiugo, 

Ezeani, the earth goddess, declares: „The detestable you have one can destroy the entire tribe. 

“The earth  goddess whom  you  have insulted  may  refuse to 

give  us  her  increase,  and  we  shall  all  perish.”(Achebe, 2000: 22). 



The ideas of women's power being attached to nature is also found in chapter  fourteen,  

when  Okonkwo  returns  to  his  mother's  clan  after  being exiled  from  the  Ibo  village.  

Uchendu, reproaching Okonkwo for his sorrow about having to come to live with his mother's 

clan, explains: It’s true that a child belongs to its father. But when a father  beats  his  child,  it  

seeks  sympathy  in  its mother's  hut.  A man belongs to his fatherland when things are good and 

life is sweet.  But  when  there  is sorrow  and  bitterness  he  finds  refuge  in  his motherland.  

Your mother is there to protect you. She is buried there. And that is why we say that mother is 

supreme. (Achebe, 2000: 94-95). 

III. CONCLUSION 

From the start, the part of ladies in Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Separated may seem, by 

all accounts, to be unreasonably restricted regarding their position and force. After diving 

underneath this beguiling surface, one can see that the ladies of the family hold some extremely 

incredible positions: profoundly as the priestess and the hallowed ladies, emblematically as the 

earth goddess, and in a real sense as the nurturers of the Ibo public, the partners of spouses in 

cultivating just as the overseers of sweet potato crops, and the moms and teachers of the Ibo kids. 
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