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Abstract 

The concept of the valley section, developed by the botanist and urban 

planner Patrick Geddes, was conceived as an ideal city type. Following the 

course of a river from the hills to the sea, the drawings of the valley section 

reveal relations between land or settlement types, the occupations 

associated with these places, and the tools employed in their work. 

Although representing historic relations with the land the valley section has 

been appropriated by designers and urban planners as a device to consider 

future architectural forms and potential processes of urbanization. This 

development of the valley section as a basis for speculation is the point of 

departure of this essay. Based on analysis of Geddes’ drawings and writing 

and explored further through models and drawings, I situate the valley 

section geographically and temporally as a method of questioning the 

relational constructedness of landscapes. Through analysing, editing, 

adapting, and redrawing the valley section for future landscapes I argue 

that Geddes’ conception is a landscape model that can reveal the 

complexity of relations of urbanization. I demonstrate the potential of 

interrogating landscapes, from past to future and from the everyday to the 

planetary, through the framework of the valley section. Through applying 

this relational frame to specific times and places we can recognise material, 
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ecological, and social relations of landscapes and we can endeavour to 

reveal less visible, often unbalanced, relations with land – such as 

ownership, policy, governance, and commerce – from which these 

landscapes are constructed. 
 

References 

 Battistoni, A. (2017). Bringing in the work of nature: From natural 

capital to hybrid labor. Political Theory, 45(1), 5–31. 

CrossRef Google Scholar  

 Bender, B. (1993). Landscape: Politics and perspectives. Berg. 

Google Scholar  

 Geddes, P. (1888). The rise and aims of modern botany. University 

College Dundee. 

Google Scholar  

 Geddes, P. (1904). Civics: As applied sociology, part I. Sociological 

Papers, 1904, 105. 

Google Scholar  

 Geddes, Patrick. (1905). Valley plan of civilization. 

Google Scholar  

 Geddes, Patrick. (1909). Valley section drawing. 

Google Scholar  

 Geddes, P. (1923). Lecture at New School of Social Research in New 

York City. In J. Tyrwhitt (Ed.), Introduction [to cities in evolution]. 

Williams and Norgate. (1949). 

Google Scholar  

https://doi.org/10.1177%2F0090591716638389
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Bringing%20in%20the%20work%20of%20nature%3A%20From%20natural%20capital%20to%20hybrid%20labor&journal=Political%20Theory&volume=45&issue=1&pages=5-31&publication_year=2017&author=Battistoni%2CA
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Landscape%3A%20Politics%20and%20perspectives&publication_year=1993&author=Bender%2CB
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=The%20rise%20and%20aims%20of%20modern%20botany&publication_year=1888&author=Geddes%2CP
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Civics%3A%20As%20applied%20sociology%2C%20part%20I&journal=Sociological%20Papers&volume=1904&publication_year=1904&author=Geddes%2CP
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Valley%20plan%20of%20civilization&publication_year=1905&author=Geddes%2CP
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Valley%20section%20drawing&publication_year=1909&author=Geddes%2CP
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Lecture%20at%20New%20School%20of%20Social%20Research%20in%20New%20York%20City&publication_year=1923&author=Geddes%2CP


3 
 

 

 Geddes, Patrick. (1925). Valley section drawing. 

Google Scholar  

 Geddes, P. (1949). Cities in evolution. Williams and Norgate. 

Google Scholar  

 Hutton, J. (2013). Reciprocal landscapes: Material portraits in New 

York City and elsewhere. Journal of Landscape Architecture, 8(1), 40–

47. 

CrossRef Google Scholar  

 Tyrwhitt, J. (1949). Introduction. In P. Geddes (Ed.), Cities in 

evolution (pp. vii–ix). London: Williams & Norgate. 

Google Scholar  

 Wall, E. (2011). Post landscapes. In Landscape and critical agency 

symposium. UCL The Bartlett. 

Google Scholar  

 Wall, E. (2017). Post-landscape. In E. Wall & T. Waterman 

(Eds.), Landscape and agency. Routledge. 

CrossRef Google Scholar  

 Wall, E. (2015). The valley section lecture. In Metropolitan Food 

Patterns International Workshop. Politecnico di Milano. 9 July 2015. 

Milan. 

Google Scholar  

 Wall, E. (2020). Les paysagistes: Expanding, producing, contested 

fields of landscape. In E. Wall (Ed.), 2020. Architectural design: The 

landscapists. Wiley. 

https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Valley%20section%20drawing&publication_year=1925&author=Geddes%2CP
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Cities%20in%20evolution&publication_year=1949&author=Geddes%2CP
https://doi.org/10.1080%2F18626033.2013.798922
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Reciprocal%20landscapes%3A%20Material%20portraits%20in%20New%20York%20City%20and%20elsewhere&journal=Journal%20of%20Landscape%20Architecture&volume=8&issue=1&pages=40-47&publication_year=2013&author=Hutton%2CJ
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?&q=Tyrwhitt%2C%20J.%20%281949%29.%20Introduction.%20In%20P.%20Geddes%20%28Ed.%29%2C%20Cities%20in%20evolution%20%28pp.%20vii%E2%80%93ix%29.%20London%3A%20Williams%20%26%20Norgate.
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Post%20landscapes&publication_year=2011&author=Wall%2CE
https://doi.org/10.4324%2F9781315647401
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Post-landscape&publication_year=2017&author=Wall%2CE
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=The%20valley%20section%20lecture&publication_year=2015&author=Wall%2CE


4 
 

 

Google Scholar  

 Welter, V. M. (2002). Biopolis: Patrick Geddes and the city of life. MIT. 

Google Scholar  

 Welter, M. V. (2003). Five annotations. In CIAM team 10-the English 

context (pp. 87–110). Technische Universiteit. 

Google Scholar  

 Welter, V. M. (2014). The valley region: From figure of thought to 

figure on the ground. In New geographies, 06. Harvard University 

Press. 

Google Scholar  

Download references 
Author information 

Affiliations 

1. University of Greenwich, London, UK 

Ed Wall 

2. Politecnico di Milano, Politecnico di Milano (DAStU), Milan, Italy 

Ed Wall 

Corresponding author 

Correspondence to Ed Wall . 
Rights and permissions 

Reprints and Permissions 
Copyright information 

© 2021 The Author(s), under exclusive license to Springer Nature 

Switzerland AG 
About this chapter 

Cite this chapter 

Wall, E. (2021). Cities After Landscape: Post – Landscapes, Other Practices, 

and All Things. In: Contin, A. (eds) Metropolitan Landscapes. Landscape 

Series, vol 28. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-74424-

3_3 

https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Les%20paysagistes%3A%20Expanding%2C%20producing%2C%20contested%20fields%20of%20landscape&publication_year=2020&author=Wall%2CE
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Biopolis%3A%20Patrick%20Geddes%20and%20the%20city%20of%20life&publication_year=2002&author=Welter%2CVM
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=Five%20annotations&pages=87-110&publication_year=2003&author=Welter%2CMV
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=The%20valley%20region%3A%20From%20figure%20of%20thought%20to%20figure%20on%20the%20ground&publication_year=2014&author=Welter%2CVM
https://citation-needed.springer.com/v2/references/10.1007/978-3-030-74424-3_3?format=refman&flavour=references
mailto:e.wall@gre.ac.uk
https://s100.copyright.com/AppDispatchServlet?publisherName=SpringerNature&orderBeanReset=true&orderSource=SpringerLink&title=Cities%20After%20Landscape%3A%20Post%20%E2%80%93%20Landscapes%2C%20Other%20Practices%2C%20and%20All%20Things&author=Ed%20Wall&contentID=10.1007%2F978-3-030-74424-3_3&copyright=The%20Author%28s%29%2C%20under%20exclusive%20license%20to%20Springer%20Nature%20Switzerland%20AG&publication=eBook&publicationDate=2021&startPage=53&endPage=66&imprint=The%20Author%28s%29%2C%20under%20exclusive%20license%20to%20Springer%20Nature%20Switzerland%20AG


5 
 

 

 DOIhttps://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-74424-3_3 

 Published 25 August 2021 

 Publisher Name Springer, Cham 

 Print ISBN978-3-030-74423-6 

 Online ISBN978-3-030-74424-3 

 eBook PackagesBiomedical and Life SciencesBiomedical and Life Sciences 

(R0) 
 

https://link.springer.com/search?facet-content-type=%22Book%22&package=11642&facet-start-year=2021&facet-end-year=2021
https://link.springer.com/search?facet-content-type=%22Book%22&package=11642&facet-start-year=2021&facet-end-year=2021
https://link.springer.com/search?facet-content-type=%22Book%22&package=43708&facet-start-year=2021&facet-end-year=2021

