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Who 1s Sherlock?

Sidney Paget and
conceptions of Arthur
Conan Dovle's
Sherlock Holmes

by Allyson Butts






Holmes according to Arthur Conan Doyle

His very person and appearance were such as to strike the
attention of the most casual observer. In height he was rather
over six feet, and so excessively lean that he seemed to be
considerably taller. His eyes were sharp and piercing, save
during those intervals of torpor to which I have alluded; and his
thin, hawk-like nose gave his whole expression an air of
alertness and decision. His chin, too, had the prominence and
squareness which mark the man of determination.

- from A4 Study in Scarlet
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The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes
- July 1891- June 1892
- 104 1llustrations

The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes
- December 1892- December 1893
- 97 llustrations

The Hound of the Baskervilles
- August 1901- April 1902
- 60 llustrations

The Return of Sherlock Holmes
- 1904
- 95 1llustrations




Bitextual Theory: Visual and Linguistic Texts

"the resultant reading experience threatened to overturn the
hierarchy established 1n the later nineteenth century of author

over artist."
- Christopher Pittard in 4 Cambridge Companion to Sherlock Holmes

"readers 1nitially consider the text through the lens of the
image, and then reevaluate the image from the standpoint of

textual knowledge"
- Lorraine Kooistra in The Artist as Critic.: Bitextuality in Victorian Fin-de-siecle
lllustrated Books.



Sidney Paget and Holmesian Portraiture




Dvwsn fram ble by Fecdiric Dwr Stoele

William Gillette as Sherlock Holmes




tations

Sidney Paget and Adap

Ml AR LRATTRERAD s,



Sidney Paget and Narrative Interpretation
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‘“ HE TURNED HIS ROUNDED BACK UPON ME.”

‘“ PROFESSOR MORIARTY STOOD BEFORE M'E.',




"A curious collection" from
"T'he Musgrave Ritual’




Are visual texts trustworthy?

"you have not observed, and yet you have seen. That

1s just my point... I have both seen and observed."
- from A Study in Scarlet by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle




Who 1s Sherlock? Examining how Doyle’s text and Paget’s images shaped
conceptions of the famous detective from the Victorian era until today
must lead to a final realizaon: each reader answers this question
differently. Holmes 1s not a person, but the fictional creaion of Doyle,
adapted hirst by Paget, who endures because he 1s reimagined by each new
generation of readers, as they reconcile and recombine countless linguistic
and visual narratives.

This 1s the mark of a masterful fictonal creation: it spawns adaptations
because 1t contains characters and storylines so powerful that readers
cannot help but claim them as their own.



Into the Mind of Sherlock Holmes: An
Analysis Into the Mysterious Elements of
Sherlock Holmes’ Mind and Behavior

By Micah Moulder
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* The most important/prevalent
e Literature
e Botany/Poisons
e Chemustry
* Anatomy




Case-solving Skills

INDUCTIVE DEDUCTIVE ABDUCTIVE
_ HEEE xxB @ N
Is defined as deductive ~ -
reasoning, however, 1s N
mostly 1dentified with

abductive



Behavior and Mental
Disorders

* Sociopathy or Psychopathy
e Narcissism

e Asperger's or Autism

No, no, no. I'm not insulting you.

I'MNOTA

PSYCHOPATH

I'MA

HIGH-FUNCTIONING SOCIOPATH
DO YOUR RESEARCH!

-SHERLOCK
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The Hidden
Female Gothic of
Sherlock Holmes

By Claire Allen




Despite seriously lacking a decent
number of competent female
characters, these stories are full of
tropes belonging to the Female

Gothic.

This results 1n an engaging and
tense dynamic between poorly
represented female characters,
the true expressions of the
struggles of historical women, and
a male author that viewed life
events concerning women as
minimal in importance at best.
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Female Gothic
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THE HOUND
OF THE
BASKERVILLES

AGJ.

CONAN DOYLE

1 he Hound of the Baskervilles




Short Stories




WARD & LOCK'S
, HANDBOOK

Women's
Property
Acts of 1870
and 1882
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Gothic Hero
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Holmes Himselt

e His character 1s not
consistent throughout all
adaptations, yet we still

' recognize him

’ * Some aspects of his

personality are distinctive

* Mystery
* Obsession
* The little quirks




The Big Reveal




'The Dynamic Duo

** HOLMES WAS WORKING HARD OVER A CHEMICAL INVESTIGATION.”
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Was 1t intentional?
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NOTHING COULD BE BETTER,” SAID HOLMES

“TLL FILL A VACANT PEG, THEN.”

Is 1t true to Doyle?
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