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AMBER AND STONE AGE HUNTER—GATHERER BURIALS ON THE 
EASTERN COAST OF THE BALTIC SEA 

Stone Age amber finds are strongly connected with the 4th millennium BC, and 

a few finds are mentioned from the preceding or subsequent periods in north-east 

Europe. Despite of varying mortuary practices of hunter-gatherers, the common 

perception of a Comb Ware burial, at least in the eastern Baltic, is a one sprinkled 

with red ochre and richly furnished with amber ornaments. However, amber is not 

that often found in graves, and burials without amber are much more common. There 

is also variation between different areas and periods. This paper examines amber 

ornaments and their presence in hunter-gatherer burials based on archaeological 

material from Finland, Estonia and Latvia. 
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE STEPPE MODEL OF INDO-EUROPEAN 
ORIGINS 

Although Dmytro Telehin may never have fully embraced the theory that the 

homeland of the Indo-European languages was located on the steppe and forest-

steppe of the Pontic-Caspian region (he did accept that it was “probably quite 

reasonable” to suspect that this region was Indo-Iranian; Telegin 1990, 125), he was 

well aware that his research was absolutely critical to the evolution of one of the most 
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