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Art is a human right
Everyone has the right freely 
to participate in the cultural 
life of the community, to 
enjoy the arts and to share in 
scientific advancement.          
and its benefits.

Article 27. (1) Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights (1948) 

Entelechy Arts (London)



Universal human rights

Inalienable

Individual

Equal

Independent 
of citizenship
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Why is art a human right? What do we mean by art anyway?
The artistic act intends to create 
and communicate meaning. 

‘Sunlit Spots’, Zoran Pavelić,
Dotrščina Virtual Museum, Zagreb (HR)



Every matter of fact 
is a matter of the 
interpretation that 
picks out the facts.

John D. Caputo, Hermeneutics

Geese Theatre (UK)



An act of public meaning-making

Everyone has the right 
freely to participate in 
the cultural life of the 
community… Religious procession, Barcelona (ES)



An act of public meaning-making



Exclusion from cultural life

“As peripheral as it may seem in hindsight, the 
cultural domain was the first from which Jews 

(and ‘leftists’) were massively expelled.“
Saul Friedlander, The Years of Persecution, Nazi Germany and the Jews 1933–1939 



What about cultural rights?

Vermillion Mural Collective (USA)
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WHAT DOES PARTICIPATION MEAN?





Discover
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Discover



Enjoy
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ENJOY



Create



Liceu Community Opera, Barcelona (ES)
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CREATE



Share
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Share



Protect



INO Community Opera, Ireland)
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Protect



What are capabilities?

They are the answers to the question, "What is 
this person able to do and to be?”

They are not just abilities residing inside a 
person but also the freedoms or opportunities 
created by a combination of personal abilities 
and the political, social, and economic 
environment.

Martha C. Nussbaum. Creating Capabilities



Participation in the cultural life of 
the community  is a human right

Because it helps us to protect 
all our rights and acquire the 

capabilities to be who we choose 



The task of cultural policy 
and institutions is to support 

our Human Rights and 
cultural capabilities

TO Discover, Enjoy, Create
Share, & Protect CULTURE



Thanks for your attention

https://www.traction-project.eu
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