ASSESSMENT OF ARCHITECTURAL PROMENADE IN ARTS AND
CULTURAL CENTRES, CALABAR, NIGERIA

ABENG FAVOUR JOEL

(15CA03313)

AUGUST SEPTEMBER 2021



ASSESSMENT OF ARCHITECTURAL PROMENADE IN ART AND
CULTURAL CENTRES, CALABAR, NIGERIA

BY
ABENG FAVOUR JOEL
(15CA03313)

M.Sc Architecture, Covenant University, Ota, Ogun state

A DISSERTATION SUBMITTED TO THE SCHOOL OF POSTGRADUATE
STUDIES IN PARTIAL FULFILMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE
AWARD OF THE MASTER OF SCIENCE (M.Sc) DEGREE IN
ARCHITECTURE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE, COLLEGE
OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, COVENANT UNIVERSITY.

SUPERVISED BY

DR. EDIAE O.J.

SEPTEMBER



DECLARATION

I, ABENG Favour Joel (15CA03313), of the Department of Architecture, College of
Science and Technology, Covenant University, Ota, Ogun state, hereby declares that the
information contained in this dissertation work is the result of honest academic research
undertaken by me. | attest that the dissertation has not been presented wholly or partially
for the award of any degree elsewhere. All sources of data and scholarly dissertation

information used in this dissertation are duly acknowledged.

Abeng Favour J.  rrererereareeesecnsin

15CA03313 Signature & Date



ACCEPTANCE

This is to attest that this thesis was carried out by ABENG FAVOUR JOEL, has met the
required standard for the award of the degree of Master of Science [M.Sc.] in

Architecture and has been accepted by the School of Postgraduate Studies, Covenant
University, Ota, Ogun state.

Mr John A. Phillip

Secretary, School of Postgraduate Studies Signature & date

Prof. Akan B. Williams

Dean, School of Postgraduate Studies Signature & date



CERTIFICATION

I certify that this dissertation titled “Assessment Of Architectural Promenade in Art
And Cultural Centres, Calabar, Nigeria"™ is an original research work carried out by
ABENG Favour Joel (15CA03313), in the Department of Architecture, College of
Science and Technology, Covenant University, Ota, Ogun State, Nigeria, under the
supervision of Dr Ediae J. Osahon. We have found this work acceptable as a part of the

requirements for the award of Master of Science (M.Sc.) in Architecture.

Dr.Ediae J. Osahon  iiieireresntsesaensnenanns
(Supervisor) Signature & Date

Prof. Akunnaya P. OpoKOo rrrerrrieeseeneenaans

(Head of Department) Signature & Date
Dr. Micheal B. Adegbile ~ ieiiiiieeassttccttsnnaaas
(External Examiner) Signature & Date

Dr. Akan Willilams — reerrreeceecntenteaeeans
(Dean, School of Postgraduate Studies) Signature & Date



DEDICATION

| dedicate this design dissertation first and foremost to God Almighty, for without Him,

this thesis would not have been possible.

| dedicate this thesis paper to my family and friends for their constant financial and
moral support. A special feeling of gratitude to my amazing Parents Mr and Mrs Joel
Abeng, whose encouraging words, push and advice kept me going at every point. Love
and appreciation to My only sister, Blessing Abeng, who is dear to me. She never left

my side, supported me with everything she had and always pushed me to keep going.

This work is also dedicated to the service of humanity, the community of Architecture

and the Cross River Community.

Vi



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

This thesis would not have been possible without the undeniable help of God and the
assistance of my ever-supportive parents, Mr and Mrs Abeng and my sister Abeng
Blessing. | want to especially my family, for their financial support, continuous
exaltation, emotional and moral support throughout the two years of my Master's
Program. They helped me overcome many hurdles and always encouraged me to keep

going even when things were difficult.

I would like to thank my school division for allowing me to conduct this research.
Special thanks to the department of architecture for their continued support and

assistance.

Special thanks to my supervisor, Dr Osahon James Ediae, for his guidance, patience and
insightful contributions to this work. His passion for excellence in research has made an
undeniable mark on me and this project as he dedicated his time, knowledge and effort
into reviewing this work and making contributions to this work. His excitement and
willingness to provide feedback made the completion of this project an enjoyable

experience.

| give special thanks to many close friends and extended family who made meaningful
contributions in the process of my study, especially my closest friend Winner Deji-
Folutile for being there for me throughout this programme and for his constant input.
Gratitude to Abiodun Adedolapo, Omotoye Oluwakorede, Jude Thaddeus, Obiakor
Chinenye and Adisa Olalade for their contributions of motivating comments and

constructive criticism.
| also want to acknowledge the contributions made by Dr. Akunnaya Opoko, Dr.

Oladunni Izobo-Martins, Dr Oluwatayo and Dr, Oluwole Alagbe through their

constructive criticisms and motivating comments.

vii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

DECLARATION ...t ii
CERTIFICATION L. %
DEDICATION ...t Vi
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .....ooiiiiiiiiiii s vii
TABLE OF CONTENTS ... e viii
LIST OF TABLES ... Xi
LIST OF FIGURES ..o s Xii
LIST OF PLATES. ...t Xiii
ABSTRACT L Xiv
CHAPTER ONE... ..ot 1
INTRODUCTION ..ottt 1
1.1 BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY ....cccoiiiiiiiiiiieiie e 1
1.2 PROBLEM STATEMENT .....oooiiiii e 2
1.3  RESEARCH QUESTIONS ..o 4
1.4 RESEARCH AIM . ...ooiiiiii s 4
1.5 RESEARCH OBJECTIVES ... 4
1.6 OVERVIEW OF METHODOLOGY . .....ccooiiiiiiiiieiiiie s 4
1.7 JUSTIFICATION ..ooiiiiiiiiiiii s 5
1.8 SCOPE OF STUDY ..ottt s 5
1.9 DEFINITION OF TERMS ... 7
CHAPTER 2 ..o 8
REVIEW OF LITERATURE ......ooii e 8
2.1. ARCHITECTURAL PROMENADE ..ottt 8
2.2. ARCHITECTURAL PROMENADE IN BUILDING DESIGN. .........ccccvvenne. 8
2.3. USER EXPERIENCE AND SPATIAL EXPERIENCE ..........cccoiviiiiiiiinn 10
2.4. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ARCHITECTURAL PROMENADE AND
USER EXPERIENCE ...t 16
2.5. DEVELOPMENT OF ART AND CULTURE........cccootiiiiieinicieceeee 16
2.6. THE NEED FOR ARCHITECTURAL PROMENADE IN ART AND
CULTURAL CENTRES ..o 19
2.7. TECHNICAL CONSIDERATION FOR ART AND CULTURAL CENTRES
(PLANNING, FUNCTIONAL RELATIONSHIP) ....ooiiiiiiiiiieeee e 19
2.8. ISSUES CENTRAL IN THE DESIGN OF ART AND CULTURAL
CENTRES ...t 20

viii



2.9. ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE DESIGN OF

ART AND CULTURAL CENTERS. ..ot 22
CHAPTER 3 ..o 25
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY .....cccoiiiiiiiiiiiii e 25
3.1 INTRODUCTION ...ttt 25
3.2. RESEARCH PHILOSOPHY .....cciiiiiiiiiiii e 25
3.3. RESEARCH STRATEGY ....ooiiiiiiiiii s 26
3.4. RESEARCH METHOD........cciiiiiiiiiic s 26
3.5. METHODOLOGICAL APPROACH........cccooiiiiii e 26
3.6. STUDY POPULATION ....ociiiiiiiiiiii s 27
3.7. SAMPLE SELECTION METHOD .......ccccoiiiiiiiiesiee e 27
3.8. DATA COLLECTION METHODS, INSTRUMENTS AND TOOLS ........... 27
3.9. METHOD OF ANALYSIS. ..o 29
3.10. METHODS OF STATISTICAL ANALYSIS BY OBJECTIVES................. 29
3.11. OPERATIONALISATION OF VARIABLES. ..o, 30
3.12. ETHICAL CONSIDERATION .....ooiiiiiiiiiiiii e 34
3.13. RESEARCH LIMITATIONS ..ot 35
CHAPTER 4 ..o 36
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION ......ooiiiiiiiiiiciiiice e 36
4.1. CHAPTER OVERVIEW .......ooiiiii s 36
4.2. CASE STUDY ANALYSIS ..o 36
SITE ACCESS ... oo 39
4.3. EVALUATION OF USER EXPERIENCE IN CULTURAL CENTRES ....... 76
4.4. DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS ......cooiiiiiiieiiee e 98
4.5. RECOMMENDATION ....ooiiiiiiiiiiii e 98
4.6. AREAS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH.........ccccoiiiiiieii e 99
CHAPTER 5. 107
DESIGN CRITERIA AND APPROACH ........coiiieiiiiiee e 107
5.1. CHAPTER OVERVIEW ......ooiiiiiiiiiei e 107
5.2. PROJECT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES. .......cccoiiiiiieiee e 107
5.3. DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS ......ooiiiiiiiiiieieeee e 108
5.4. FUNCTIONAL SPACE CRITERIA ..ot 111
5.5. EQUIPMENT AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS..........cccooveiiirinnne 120
5.6. PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS ... 123
5.7. TECHNOLOGICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL CRITERIA .........ccovnen. 124

iX



5.8. LEGAL AND PLANNING REGULATIONS ........ccooiiiiiii 125

CHAPTER Bt 126
DESIGN PHILOSOPHY, CONCEPTUALIZATION AND PROPOSAL............... 126
6.0 INTRODUCTION .....ooiiiiiiiiiiiii i 126

6.1 DESIGN PHILOSOPHY ..ot 126

6.2 SITE ZONING ACCORDING TO NOISE. ..o 127

6.3 SITE ZONING ACCORDING TO PRIVACY ....ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiie 128

6.3 BUBBLE DIAGRAMS ... 129

6.4. SITE ZONING ACCORDING TO FUNCTIONS ........cooiiiiiieiiicieee 132
REFERENCES ... .o 133
APPENDIDX A e 137
APPENDIX B ..ot 140
APPENDDX C oo 142



LIST OF TABLES

Table 3.1 Operationalisation of Variables used in Questionnaire 31
Table 4.1 Socioeconomic Characteristic Frequency Table for Calabar Cultural Centre

76
Table 4.2 Descriptive Analysis of Satisfaction levels for Calabar Cultural Centre 78
Table 4.3 Descriptive Analysis Of User Experience Usability Scale For Calabar Cultural
Centre 79
Table 4.4 Frequency Tables For Overall User Experience For Calabar Cultural Centre

81
Table 4.5 Socioeconomic Characteristic Frequency Table for National Museum, Calabar

82

Table 4.6 Descriptive analysis of Satisfaction levels forNational Muesuem, Calabar 84
Table 4.8 Frequency Tables For Overall User Experience For National Muesuem,

Calabar 86
Table 4.9 Socioeconomic Characteristic Frequency Table for Alliance Francaise, Lagos

88
Table 4.10 Descriptive analysis of Satisfaction levels for Allaince Francaise 89
Table 4.11 Descriptive Analysis Of User Experience Usability Scale For Allaince
Francaise, Lagos 91
Table 4.12 Frequency Tables For Overall User Experience For Alliance Francaise 92
Table 4.13 Socioeconomic Characteristic Frequency Table for Freedom Park 94
Table 4.14 Descriptive analysis of Satisfaction levels for Freedom Park, Lagos 95
Table 4.15 Descriptive Analysis Of User Experience Usability Scale For Freedom Park

95

Table 4.16 Frequency Tables For Overall User Experience For Freedoom Park 96

Xi



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 5.1: Space requirements for exhibition gallery

Figure 5.2: Space requirements for library

Figure 5.3: Spatial requirements of an office

Figure 5.4: Space requirements for restaurant

Figure 5.5: Various Artificial Lighting Style for Exhibition Spaces
Figure 5.6: Spatial requirement of staircase

Figure 6.7: The zoning diagram of the site according to noise

Figure 6.8: The zoning diagram of the site according to privacy

Figure 6.9: Bubble diagram showing spatial analysis on the ground floor
Figure 6.10: Bubble diagram showing spatial analysis on the first floor
Figure 6.11: Bubble diagram showing spatial analysis on the third floor

Xii

113
115
117
119
122
123
127
129
130
130
131



LIST OF PLATES

Plate 4.0.1 A Perspective of the Alliance Francaise Showing the Front of the Building 38
Plate 4.0.2 A Perspective Showing The Renovated Pre-Colonial Building And The New
Extension 39
Plate 0.3 Aerial View of Alliance Francaise 39
Plate 4.0.4 Site Layout of Alliance Francaise 40
Plate 4.0.5 Ground Floor Plan of the Alliance Francaise/Mike Adenuga Centre 41
Plate 4.0.6 First Floor Plan of the Alliance Francaise/Mike Adenuga Centre 42
Plate 4.0.7 Outdoor Amphitheatre 43
Plate 4.0.8 The Outdoor Eating Area of the Restaurant 43
Plate 4.9 The library showing the Bookshelves 44
Plate 4.10 The Art Gallery Space 44

Plate 4.0.11: Black decorative laser-cut aluminium panels, used as part of the facade 47
Plate 4.0.12: Entrance into the restaurant from outside 49

xiii



ABSTRACT

Art and cultural centres play a significant role in showing the people's way of life
around that community, impacting tourist attraction in cities and regions. This is why
user experience is essential in the design of cultural centres. To improve the overall user
experience in spaces, the concept of architectural promenade made famous by Le
Corbusier has become a part of modern architectural design as every building has an
architectural promenade whether designed consciously or not. Despite this, little is
known about it or how it affects the user experience, particularly in Art and cultural

centres.

This research aims to assess the architectural promenade in selected art and cultural
centres in a bid to improve the overall user experience in the design of an enhanced
cultural centre in Calabar Cross River, Nigeria. The scope of this study is limited to
cultural centres and related buildings in specific tourist states. The study employed a
mixed-use methodological approach. Four Facilities were purposively selected in
Calabar and Lagos state to obtain data. A quantitative and qualitative methodology was
used to obtain data. The Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) software was
employed to analyse the acquired quantitative data. Results were arranged in themes and

presented using a descriptive approach with the aid of tables and photographs.

The findings indicated that the Arts and cultural centres don't explore the full potential
of the architectural promenade as the users did not necessarily enjoy the architectural
promenade in cultural centres, therefore, affecting their overall experience of spaces.
The study recommended architectural promenade as an area of user experience that
researchers could focus on in research and architects could use as a conscious

consideration in the design of art and cultural centres.

Keywords: Architectural Promenade, User Experience, Art, Cultural Centre
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