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Gandhi and Mao As Communicators: A Comparative Study of Practice and
Theory

Abstract

This study is a comparative analysis of the communication practice and theory of Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi and Mao Tse Tung during the period in which they were the major leaders of the
national liberation movements in India and China. In broadest terms, the problem dealt with is how they
succeeded in communicating with hundreds of millions of illiterate peasants without the use of such
modern means of communication as radio and television. If they had not solved the problem of
communication, they would have been would-be leaders with very few followers and their movements
would have been doomed to failure.

The major method is that of content analysis in the context of the broader patterns of historical change in
the countries involved. The first step, therefore, is a panoramic summary of the socio-economic and
political situations in India and China during the period between World Wars | and I, the growth of the
Indian and Chinese movements for independence from foreign control, and the detailed phases of
national struggle during the critical war-time years of 1942 through 1944. The next step is a detailed
content analysis of the major themes in almost all the recorded messages of Gandhi and Mao in the
1942-44 period. The quantitative analysis shows that, despite many differences with respect to other
themes, the various themes relating to leadership style, received the greatest amount of attention from
both. The qualitative analysis shows that, despite important differences, both Gandhi and Mao discussed
leadership in terms that dealt not only specifically with channels of communication but also with goal
values as alternatives to the perceived conditions of crisis, two broader themes that helped establish a
sense of communality and understanding between the leaders and the led. The next step pulls together
the communication theories of both Mao and Gandhi, a presentation based not only on the content
analysis for the 1942-44 period but also on explicit statements over a longer period and tacit premises
which are inferred from more general statements. It is suggested that the operational doctrines of both
Gandhi and Mao have important implications for communication theory and that the more specific
communication of each is a version of what, in Mao's terminology, has been called "the mass line."

Finally, conclusions are reached concerning the multi-modal, multi-directional communication behavior of
both Gandhi and Mao and their emphasis on the necessity that the communicator identify himself with
the needs and even the life-styles of the recipients. These conclusions, it is suggested, have possible
implications for future research on the vital connection between communication and development and
particularly on the possibility of non-charismatic leadership in so-called "developing" countries.
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 ABSTRACT
GANDIL AND MAO AS COMMUNICATORS -

A Comparativé Study of Practice and Théory

Kusum Jitendra Singh

Supervisor: Prof. Gebrge'Gerbner'

Tﬁis study is.a compérativé ahalysié of_the_communi-'
.;ation'practice and theory of Yehandas EKaramchand Gandhi and
Mao Tse Tung duriang the period in whicﬁ they were the major .
leaders of the national liberétion ﬁovemeﬁfs in India aqd
| China. In.broadest terms, the problem_déalt with is how they
succeeded in communicating with hundreds of millions of illi-
terate peésants without the use of such modern_meaps of commﬁ—_ﬂ
nication as radie and televisioﬁ..'If they had noﬁ solved the
problem of communication, tﬁey would have been wouid—be
leaders with vefy few followers and their movements would havé

been doomed to failure,

. The major method is thﬁt of content analysis iﬁ the -

- context of the broader patternsg of historical change in the
countries-involved. The first step, therefore; is a panofamid
summary of the socio-economic and pelitical situations in India
and China during the peribd betweep World Wars I and II,.the
gr6W£h of the Indian ahd Chinese movéments for independence
from foreign control, and the detailed phases of national

atruggle during the criticai war-time years of 1942 through
| | 111



1944, - The next Sﬁép is a detailed.cﬁntént analyéis of the
'ﬁajﬁr tﬁeﬁes inralmost all the récorded.messages of Gandhi

- and Mao inzthe 1942-4% period. The Qudhtitative.analysié shows
fh#t,_despite-many differences with_respept to other themes,

- the various theﬁe§ re1ating to ieadersﬁip styieﬁre;eived the
gréatest amount of atténtion irdm ﬁoth._ The gqualitative 5naly-'
gis shows that, despite_impoftant differencés, both Gandhi and
Hao discussed leadership in terms that dealf not.only_specifif
cally ﬁith qhanhels of communication but also with goal values
as alterﬁatives to the perceived conditions of crisis,’two,ﬂ
broader thémes that helped establish a senée of'communalitg:and_
understanding betweén the leadefs'and the led. The nextwsiep
~pulls together the communication theories of both ¥ao and
Gandhl, a presentatlon based not only on the content analygls
..for the 1942*4& periocd but also on expllclt statements over a
longer period and tacit premises which are-inferfed from moré
general statements, It is sﬁggesied that_the operational docf'
trines of both Gandhi and Mao have iméortant implicatioﬁs for |
communication theory and that the more specific communication
of each is a'versiph'of what, in Mao's terminology, has been.

called "the mass lihe.“

Finally, conclusions are reached concerning the multi-
modal, multi-directional communication behavior of both Gandhi
and Mao:and their emphasis on the necessity that the communi*

cator identify himself with the needs and even the life-styles
' ' . iv o



of the regipients."_Thése conclﬁsiojn's, it is_sugge.s.ted, have
 pos§iB1e iﬁplications fof future feéearch én thé vital connec-
tion bétween commupicétion and défelopﬁenf and particuiarly on
the poséibility.of honncharismatic leadership in so-called

"developing" countries,
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CHAPTER 1I-
THE AIMS AND METHODS OF THIS STUDY

"This study attempts to 1dent1fy the communlcétlon
practlce and theory of Mohandas Karamchand &andh1 and Lao
_Tse—tung, leaders of two largest natlonal llberatlon movements'
in the history qf the world, It is a comparative analysis of
théirncommunication practice and theory directed towvard mass
participation.in Indian aﬁd Chinese national movements during

the period between the 1920's_and 1940'5.

In doing'this, the purpese has been to avoid the qﬁe
éxtfeme of concentrating entirely on_the'Gandhi—Mao'meséageé
and theoriés.and thé other extreme of coﬁcentrating_on the
- broad social mo%ements in which_they played lgading.rdles as
communicaters. This requires not only aﬁ-objédtivé content
anaiysis of major messages of the tﬁo leaders.but aiéo fhe'
placlng of thegse messages in the context of the broader systems
of SOclety, action and thought within whlch they operated and

to which they contrlbuted.

This ieport.wili first sketéh the twﬁ liberation move~
ments in a broader historical perspectlve, and then, to help
determine the basic elements of Gandhl S and Mao's communica- -
tion theories, it will make an empirical analyszsrof'samples

~ of their own writings. More specifically, the project has
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- been concerned with the question: What were the explicit and

implicit communicétioﬁ theories of these two leaders that

could be discgrned-in their daily mnational sfruggle, and how -
were these theories refleﬁted in their work?'.To méke the |
problem.manaéeable, this part of.the analysié will coﬁcentrate
on two af thé cxitical_?hases of their movements, nameiy,.the
'Quit Ihdiaf ﬁovement in India and the 'Rectification' moVeﬁenf

in China, Both movements cover approximately the same period

" from 1942 to 1G4k,

The movements in India and China raise the question of

'obviqus connections between communication and the shaping of

two different kinds of nétiqnal moveﬁenfs pursuing two-diffefeqt
kinds of economic and éécial development;_.Gandhi's movement
sought indepen&ence from the British and took the forﬁ of social
and moral reform, while.Mao's sought rédiéal_restructufing of
fhe system. To some extent, therefore, this studi is not only
of communication and development but also of national.libéra—1'
tion movements égainst the established systems within the res-

pective countries, and thus involves socio-pelitical conflict,

A national liberation strdggle subjects leaders to un-
usual leadership challenges. This study necessarily addressed
itself to the question: "Hew did Gandhi ind iMae succeed in

building a mass movement against tremendous odds without access



qu modern,medié of cqmﬁunication?h It does ﬁot deal, however,
witﬁ tﬁe.anti—iibérétion forms of cbmmunicafion that were
mouﬁted by tﬁeir qﬁponents. -Nor dées.fhe study claim that
fhe.comﬁunication skill of these two leaders was solely fespon—
. gible for Iiberating their nations., There were pre—exisﬁing
.coﬁditiops, an evolution of events,_econbmic phenomena, én& S0
on, A host of.socioiogical and other factors will have to be
left to one.side so as to bring sharply into focus the commu—

pication behavior and_theory‘bf the leaders under study._'

_Thé main focu$ of this study has been on those elements
of'coﬁmﬁnication styles of Gandhi and Mao whipb increased mass
. participation and natioﬁal consciousnesé,'overcoming not only
powverful adversary communication sysfems but developing sucess-—
fully their ﬁwn countervaiiing meéné of communication. The
most significant eleme;f‘appears to ﬁe;the method of "mass
1iﬁe" communication, a term often used.b& Mao to emphasize
direct contact with the masses, Aithoﬁgh Gandhi never'énuncia_

ted such a phrase, his actual practice'was very -similar to

_Mao's.' Basically, the "mass line” is a non—elitist guiding

concégt which aims at what might be called "leadersﬁip without
elitism." To ﬁhat-extent was fhe "mass line" style of communi--
cation gignificant in_overcomihg communication barriers between
leaders and led? And what were the similarities and the diffe—

rences in Gandhi's and Mao's use of mass line communication?
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Aithough thé.investigatbr canhot hop;-to answer these
.questions'definitiVely; fhe aim has.been fo develop some ten-
tative answers that might serve'as a bagis for futuré researéh
in varioué Third World countries on the'loﬁg—negiecte&'subjebt
of the relafion Betweeh communiqatioh ahd national libgration &
movements, as wgli as between commuhication and goéial, econo—

mic and cultural development,
Communication and Deveiopment

Over the last decade speﬁial attenfion has béen given
io_the.role of communication in_the'developing.countries;
Despite many differiﬁg'viewpoinfs on the various connections
between communication aﬁd develapment,_alliWester#'writerS'in.
'_the field afe agreed that the connectioﬁ-betwéen the two is

intimate.

For some.reason, however, ne one thus fgf has studied
the commﬁnication efforts of any liberation_mevémeni that
helped start the development_proéess'iﬁ a forﬁer coidniél
_éountry. In other wordé, most studies focus 6n development
after liberation. This study emphasizes liberation as a B;g-
lunde to developmentjahd distinguishés:betﬁeen-tw6 kinds of
libefatioﬁ: one anti—imﬁerialist only and the_other(socialist

or communist. Gandhi's movement was mainly the former; while



Mao's movement'embraced both.. This definition includes a

behavioral distinetion as well as a value orientation.

Coﬁmnnicétion researchers such és_Schramm,uLerher and’
Pool, have somewhat given less attéptioh to tthﬁacfiqn frame"
-of.media contenﬁ; Their focus has been more oﬁ.discrete iﬁages
and isoclated mességes:rather than with "the rolé'of the'comﬁu—
nications media in defining broad types of forms of actien".
Thié.appfoadh tends to ignore politicai ﬁarties, faétions,_and

pressure groups as channels of communication,

The Premise_of'ﬁost of communication research of the -
last twenty-five years'or more is that dejélopment occurs
throﬁgh the spread. of cultural elements from the'developed to
‘the defeloping countries, and obstacles £hét pfévenf this_fiow
are namely: illitefaéy,-povérty, populéfion explosioﬁ and =
'a..bove all, the traditional attitudes in 'thé developing woﬂd.
To put it in Lermer's wbrds, "Asian ethnocentrisﬁ-is not merely
'a gself-indulgent nuisaﬁce but actuaily a major obstacle to

development progress."2 The assumption is based_bn the belief

'1J L, Peacdck "Beligion, Communications and }odernization:

A Weberian Critique of Some Recent Vlews."_ Human

Organization 1, 1969

2Danie1 Lerner, "International Cooperation and Communication",
in Communication and Change in the Developing Countries,
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that mass ﬁeaia are.characteristic pf:advanced_éociéty,i#nd
'thereforé ﬁill prohéte ;dfance in tradifionai gsociety which has
been shbﬁn to bernét éo.j New technblogy_is also seen as the
solution to the problems df underdevélopment, without any. |

attémpt to define the social, economic, and political sy'stems.z1

This view tends.to underplay.thg development_strﬁéture
of the social system within which the commurnication and.cul—
 'tnral.chaﬁge tﬁkes placé.5 In other:words, it is not so much

‘a matter of advanced countries tfansferring technology which

tprodﬁces é chapge in the social stru&ture, as it is the tréns—
-.formafion'of the social'étrﬁctnfe which permits change and
development. .In:short,_most_reSearch is.urhan;biaéed and con—
cerﬁed with tranémission of new ékills aﬁd eguipment,iregard-
less of whether the structural éituaﬁion-of the intended aﬂdi—

ence makes develdpment'possible or impossible for the majority.

3

Sultana Krippendorff's unpublished dissertation, Communica—
tion Approach to Political Development: A Critique with
Examples from india, (University of 1llineis, 1971) gives an
insightful analyses of the consequences of ‘more communication’,

Feltehausen, "Conceptual Limits of Development Communication
Theory." Paper prepared for presentation at the annual
meeting of the Association for Education in Journalism,
Columbia, S.C., August, 1971 '

5Andre Gundér.Frank, "The Development of Underdevelopment,"

Monthly Review, Vol, 18, No.4, September, 1966




" Besides the.st:ucfural cénétraiﬁté operating on the
.social—class sirucfure and on.the agrarian and:industriai
_relatiohships within. the Third World couﬁtries, thefe.is vet
another constraiq£ implying politiqal‘sﬁbordination due to
increasing dépendence on foreign.aid. 'Jﬁst as é'cqncentration
of purchasing power in the haﬁds'of the ruling.elite distorts
the demahd bias ("demonstration effect" whereby.the coﬁsump—
tion patterns of-the rich countries tend to be e@ulated by the
4e1ite.of the.poor countries resulting in aﬁ inqrease of.import:
of foreign goods and-imbaianéé of forgigh_exchange),G S0 ther;
.domihance of Westerh communiéation theoriéé tends to limit:cul—
turél autonoﬁy and.to distort indigénoﬁs development, making.it
extremely difficult to break éway from fhe vicious circle.of_

subordination,

The power elites in the déveloping countries, Who_try;
to intellectualize their comﬁunication policiés, ére found to
pufsue.two interrelated views éimultanedusly. On the one hand,
they seé high technology media as exciting instrumenfs for
- rapid dgvelopment; on the other hand, they want to control

change and move with utmost caution, =0 as not to upset thé

6Thomas B, Weisskopf, "Capitalism, Underdevelopment and the
Future of the Poor Counfries", The Review of BRadical
Political Economics, Vol, 4, No.I Winter, 1972, pp. 1-35




estabiished pattiern of social relations.T_ To supporti the
latter view, which in any case domihates,.the elite rely on
‘equilibrium models of the West in which order predominates and

change is controlled.

Theré appears to be.a ponsensus,.hdwever, that develop-
ment means structural change and not.merely a variation of
policy.g'-There is aiso agreement_that the structUralrchaﬁée
must be autonomous to the_socio—politicaifsysteg 6£ the_éation
'#nd not somethihg imposged from outside.io Views.differ-mainiy
‘on fhé questions-vhether deveiopmeﬁt,:as &efiged:by_Western |
theérists,ll neceésarily means progfess.for defeloping'équn—
-.fries; no matter what the pattern.éf dejéiopment.or what qoh—

tribution communication might make.

'7Gunnar Myrdél ‘"The Challenge of World Poverty. Pantheon Books
New York: 1670, passim

8Rajni Kothari, "Values and Paradigms in Indian Social
Sciences," paper submitted to the twenty-ninth Inter-
national Congress of Orientalists, Paris, July 1973

9Gunnaf Myrdal, Against the Stream. Pantheon Books, New York:
- 1972, See alse E.P. Schumdcher Small is Beautiful. Iarper &
Row, 1973, passim : . :

OHerbert I. Schiller, "Authentic National Development versus
. the Free Flow of Information and the New Communications
Technology," Communications, Technology, and Seocial iolicy,
G, Gerbner, et al, John Wiley & Sems, 1973, pp. 467-480

y,w, Rostow, The Stages of Economic Growth. Cambridge
University Press, London, 1962




Recéntiy.ﬁahy anéiysts qoncefned with thié.problem

have been #rying'tq liberate their discipline.from prenconéeiQed
nqtioné 6f development 6r from attempts to predetermine the
norﬁs and valués.of'developing nétioﬁs;j These new approachés
deal w1th the overall operatlon of the cultural processes
which mark'developing societies with some of their most dlé—:'
tinctive'characterisfics. Théy permit'the analyst to raise .
.ba31c questions within the context of the total system; they
.take 1nto account the social structure, values and behavior
-patterns of the larger system within which development_ls
observed..'Snch approaéﬁes'pefmit the analyst.to build a frame-
wﬁrk for criticél discussion of purposes and géalS'in an oﬁ;.
going historical precess, 'This,is"somewhat éontrary to the
approach of established theories which generally take the

social system as given and tréat.tfoﬁblesome issues as settled.

Communication problems in ihe deveioPing countries
cannot be approached without conceiving of de#eloément as
systémic change, Particularly under the prevailing condifions
of crisis that this.study_is investigatihg, these changes are
expeditéd whehuthere is a wide1y sh§red perception ;f common
goéls and leaders who kmow how 4o share their goals and the
ﬁerceptién of crisis with others. Accordingly, the messages
of libératiqn leaders may be fegarded as 5attlegrounds of the.

contending forces on the social stage. To bring about change
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in the sbcial,.political'bases.an&-economic goals, Gandhi and
Mao developed coﬁntervéiling’messages powerfﬁl enough to

. transform the national enfironment. Gandbi useﬁlhis:sfrate-.
gies to fight é éolonial'regime; y;t 6tﬁeré were used by ilao
“to develop soc%alism_in his country. 70né may ponder ofer thé
implications of.these wo kihds'of suébessful movements for
ﬁore recent mofements of nationéi liﬁeration and_social.change:
in the'developing countries todéy—-particuiarly‘in countries
wﬁere the media are_ﬁéed to‘supporf the éxisting institutionsl
t0 prevent change other.than throﬁgﬁ th#se-institutions, Thisr

subject, however, is beyond the scope of this study;
Methodology

The.study combines an historical analysis of the two
liberation movements during the embire period from 1920 through B
the 1940's with a content analysis of Gandhi's and Mao's re-

corded communications during the erucial years of 1942-4%.

The interconnection between these two methods of
analysis becomes essential when one considers the unintended
and even unrecognized consequences of some actions which may

‘ ! 1 S
" perform significant functions.'2 Thus, many_actions that are

1

2Robert Merton, Social Theory and Secial Structure, Glencoe,
Iliinois: The Free Press, 1957, pp. 19-84 :
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,_'pot recorded in formal commﬁniéations may have a latént commu-
nicaiion function jusﬁ.as impoftant, or.eveﬁ\more important,
thaﬁ the manifest content of formal communications. For
-instance, Gandhi's prayer meetings.may perfdrm the ﬁlateﬁt".
function of reinforcing national ideﬁtity, just as Yao's
rent'reductidn-campaign againgt thg'landlords pérformed the
"latent"” functions of establishing.peésaﬁt’s identificatioh

with the'Chinese Communist Party.

Fullér discussion of these_issués is left tp chapter
III; enfitied'“The Gandhi-Mao Themes, 1942—44;" but they
iliustraté tﬁe imfortance of combining.two-methodologies_to
" understand the communication behaviouf and theory of leaders

- of liberation movements,

Historical analysis of Gandhi-)Mao liberation ﬁovements

- For the purpose of historiéal analysis fhe study sur-
veys Gandhi's three major national cémpaigns, gpaced roughly
ten years aﬁart:'1921—22? 1930-32, and 1942—4&. in'the case
of Mao, the survey covers the continuéus'struggle with'its 
ebb and flow during the years of 1927, 1934, and 1941-432,
These experiences provided the foundation for tﬁe final.sta-
ges of,siruggle.and were, in a sense, a prepafatioﬁ for
Gandhi's Quit India movement in 1942.and Mao's Réctification

campaign of 1942. The struggle itself, of céﬁrse, continued
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in both countries well after ig;éFIVIt-waé in.1947 that India
finally achieved hef iﬁdepeﬁdence from the British, 1In China,
after the defeat of_thg Japanese, the Civil War was fought aﬁd.
‘won by the Chinese Communiét.Party in 1949. The hisforical
‘analysis provides Backgrbund for.contfaSting the differences

and similarities in the two.kinds of movements.

.Primary sources inciude all avaiiablé publications
.(speeches,'correspon&ence, a?ticles,'and other doéuments)_of
Gandhi's and Mao‘s writings,icﬁvefing the'pefiod frﬁm 1920
uﬁto the time of indepehdence of eabh.céﬁntry;' Other related
séurces appedr inrfhe ﬁibiliography,ttogether with selected’

- ligt of the major_historical studies ﬁpon-Which'this study is

based.

"Content analysis

Confent analysis ié-a frocess of summarizing the con-
‘tents of ﬁessages in such a way fhaf an analyst may make use-—.
ful infe;ences from the sqmﬁary. Its first.stage infoives
transformiﬁg raw data into units which permit systematic and
objective description-ofrthe meaning of messages. Krippen-

dorff points out that,

One of the most distinctive features of messages is:
that they provide indirect (vicarious) information

to a receiver, that is, information about events that
take place at a distant location; about ebjects that-



13
haVe existed far in the past, and about ideas in  '

other people's minds,...the ability of a message
receiver to regard sensory data as indirectly

‘informative about a source is what content analysis
must cope with. exp11c1t1y 13

Content aﬁalysis on its_own,'however, does not gﬁé—
rantee against invalid intefpretatibné; Séfiéué.efforts,
“thefefore, have to be made to relate coﬁﬁeﬁt:inferences to
chei aspects 6f ihe social éystem; fbr_instance, 1eadefshipi
style. Such compariséns must also.take nofe of'muitiplicity 
of fnnétlon in various types of saclal behav1or To put.it
~differently, it is essential in this kind of study to supple—
ment (or complement) content analysis with othgr'analytical
 mefhods déali#g with the brdader hiétoricél context_withiﬁ
which.the messages have appeared or with the individual'cha-
racteriétics.of the source, .Perhaps no single method by it-
self ig:sufficient to give us the.knowlédge, insight, and ﬁis—

~ dom pecessary to undersiand complex communication processes, -

lChoice of sample -

For content analysis of messages, the entire set of
recorded messages by Gandhi and Mao have been used covering a

three year perlod from the beglnnlng of 1942 to the end of 194&

13K.'Krippendorff, "Models of Messages: Three Prototypes;" in
The Analysis of Communication Content: Developments in '
Scientific Theories and Computer Techniques, pp. 09-106
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In dealing with this period, the study relied mainly on the
- following volumes: | .
Mahatma: Life of Mohandas Karamchand Ganlhi, Vol.VI

by D.G., Tendulkar, published by. the Goveriament of
India, 1955 '

The Selected Works of Mao Tse—tung, Vol IV
English edition based on the Chinese editien,
People's Publishing, Peking, July, 1952
(Lawrence & Wishart Ltd., Londen, 195%)

There are many reasons for using all.messages of this
: period,'rathéf than éome random set of ﬁessages over a mucﬁ
longer period. The content analysié is more meaningful if
not ﬁreﬁched from the.confext of a specific histo%ical period,
The period chosen (the most eritical years of World YWar II)
happens to have represented_a_deciéive tgrning point in the
liberation_moveménté in beth countriés and a major challenge
to the mobilization and communicatibn efforts of Gandﬁi, Mao

and their associates.

Gandhi's own writings have been more extensively
published than Mao's, but there is no one texi of Gandhi's

writings fully compérable to Mao's Selected Works. The his-

torical record as published by the Government of Iﬁdia,

Mahatma: Life of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, in 1953 is the

closest approximation. This consists of Gandhi's own writ-

ings in Young India and liarijan (newspapers), statements and



15

interviews to the national and international press, and his
correspondence'with the British Government and other heads of

states and influential friends and sympathisers,

Howefeq, it sﬁould be pointed.out that VoI}JIV ﬁf
. Mao's wbrks aré by no means'é'COmpleté collection of his
works of this_perioa° The& represénf a selection of what
Mao and his editors_thought to he important texté for_study
“in the periﬁd after 1949, 'Furthermore;:all of the.texts were
ediied, Mao's rich language was toned down and some.changes

were made in meaning,

.As.shown in Tabie i, "Gandhi~Ka01Messages,'ﬁy Tyée_of
Documents, 1942-44 " (pége.16); the recérd'éhows 58 messages
for Gandhi dﬁring this.period and”only716:for'Mab. The
" average Mao message; ﬁowever,-was ﬁuéh longer; the total
ﬁumber of ﬁords for Mao's 16 documenfs adds upto over 57,000

as contrasted with about 50,000 of Gandhi's 58 documents,
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_ : . TABLE 1 -
~ Gandhi-Mao Messages, By Type of Documents, 1942-44

Number of Documents
(by type)
Speeches

Editorials

Articles

Directives or Resolutfions
Intervieﬁs or Press conferences
Letters |

TOTAL

Numbgr qf words.

50

Number of pages

Gandhi ' dao
.

5
16 2
1 2
15 0
19 0
58 16
s077 57,600
158" 111

Life of Mohandas Karamchaﬁd Gandhi

SOURCES: Gandhi: Mahatma:

(8 vols., 1651-5%) by D.G. Tendulkar, Vol.VI,
‘published by the Government of India, 1953 -

Not included:

"Death of Kasturba" (his wifg)'
PP.293-309: {purely personal)

Gandhi-Jinnabh Talks"™ and some

. letters. pp.338-356:

Mao:
Mao Tse—tung,

(purely communal) .

Ehglish edition of The Selected Works of

Vol, IV, based on the Chinese

‘edition, People's rublishing House, reking,
~ July, 1952 (Lawrence & Wishart Ltd., London,

1954)
Not included;

"Appendix: Resolution on some
Questions in the history of our

" Party." ~Probably drafted by -

NOTE: For details see Appendix

Yao and adopted in 1945 {purely
party document)

TAT.
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Greater véfiation 'hewevef"ls found in the’ type of
message., Most of Mao s came in the form of speeches and
editorials in the party press, Most of Gandhi' s'came in
the form of either arficles, interviewe, press eoeferenees
.and letters. It is interesting to.nefe that Mao's’letterS_are
not aveilable eeither are there any :ecorde of.press confe-

rences or preserved in his selected works for this period,

Gandhl 8 wrltlngs are originally in three lauguages
Gu;ratl, Hxnd1 and Engllsh ’ Most of the major ouratl publl—
catzons have_been_translated into ﬁ1nd1 and Eng11sh the two
1anguagesfin which the invesfigetor is proflc;ent.'-Also the
investigator ﬁad an opportunify to listeh.to the'original-
disk'recerdinﬂs available.at the nationel archieves in New
Delhl, which reflect Gandh1 8 dlrect humoxr cemblned with a
relentless SPlll challenglng his audlence Needless to say,'
 much of this intimacy thateGandhl had w1th his'audience is.
lost in the English tfaneletions of his speeches, Also loet
is the religious end philosophic eeerioﬁee of some of the
Sanskrit terms, such as Gandhi's.ﬁost characteristic doctrine,
nonvioience er ahimsa, and satyagraha, more literally "{ruth

~ force," discussed in Chapter IV.

This must be particularly so in the case of Mao's

writings where the study has had to rely solely on English
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- t):'z'a..ns1'3.‘1310113.12i .The:official trénslatioﬁs may often seem
curiously sﬁrill in'ﬁﬁne and purely ide&logical,-espécially
to Westerners Becéuse of their 0wn_cu1£ura1 and political
bias, For.instance, “im?erialism" maf-appear as an iﬁéendiary
-and extreme term but.to_some one living.in.a colonial or
.semicolpnial country it is a natural stafement of fact. Inm
othér words, the English translations have to cope not only
with the.Chinése language but alsoe with Mao's version of
Harxiém-Leﬂinism in the Chinese.context. This means two
language barriers, the Chinese barrier and £he'Communist bar-
rier, Mkao's available writings, in any case;.are'far from
édequate,'as the afchives of revelutionary literature were
._either.destroyed deliberafely by.the Kuomintang or.dispersed
or lost during thé years of-war,15 pf simbly never.reissﬁed

in print.

Analvtical Scheme

The analysis focused on how Gandhi and Mao defined

the conditions of crisisAconfronting their nations and helped -

1l‘Pﬁi‘of’es.sor Allyn Rickett of the ﬁniversity of_Pennsylvania;

who is well versed in the intricacies of the Chinese
language, has often commented on the stilted translation
of Mao's "earthy colorful" phraseclogy.

15According to the Publisher's note to Selected Works of

- Mao Tse-tung, (Lawrence & Wishart Ltd,, Londen, 195&)
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'eaﬁabiish certain éoal values which could be realized in
'practice fhrbugh.imprbved:leadership'sfyie and effecfive use
of available channels of communication, The attempt has béep
to distinguish'bétween the content, style.and'cﬁannels Of.¢0m~
munication reflected in Gandhi's and Hao'g préctices and writ-
ings for the pﬁrpose of'mdking comﬁarisons.. The rationale for
developing the‘scheme was that the 1eader‘s ability to arti- -
culate and to symbolize, aﬁd then to communicate and share
with the people Eis perceptioﬁs of the_crisis and his strate-
gy of resolting it,.was crucial to the success of the libera-

tion movement.

A simplé count of ﬁords and symbols Seemed not to be
justifiable as this étudy emphasizedcongepts}_ Thefefore,
the.igggg was selected as the unit.of'énalysis and the enﬁiré
document as the context of unit. Classification of these
themes was :done on four major catégories on the instrument
of analysis described in Chapter IIi; "The Gandhi-Yao Themes,
19421944 " The'analytiqal measure of attention indicated the
presence and frequency of subject elements in the themes, The
many thémes appearing in the written-&oéuments of 1942—&4

‘period have been classified into four broad categories deal-

ing with conditions of crigis, desirable goal values, leader-.

ship style, and channels of communication.
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' fhe.feliability of'the.analysis Qaé achieved by
measuring agreement ﬁétween the in%estigator and Vaierie
Jaworsk1 of the Annenberg School of Communications, uslng
Scott‘s 1nter-observer agreement coeff1élent for nomlnal
scales.16 _The agreement coefficient achieved in this study

.8227 andffherefore, a high dégreénof reliabiiity was

demonstrated,

Plan of.study

As an essential bac#ground fpr the content analysis,
Chapter 11 “Thé Context of the Gandhi-lao Communications“
presenté a broad historical review of fhe indian and Chinese
.liberatibn movements and theh Nnarrows doﬁn to fhé 19%2—44

phases of national struggle,

Chapter III, "The Gan.dhi-hiao Themes, 1942-1G44",
summarizes the results of the content analysié, ﬁith a
quantitative and qualitative discussion of each of the major
categofies - namely, conditions of crisis, goal values, lea-

dership styles, channels of communication..

In Chapter IV, "Communication Theories of Gandhi-

Mao", inferences concerning the communications theories of

16W.H. Scott, "Reliability of Content Analysis: The Case of
Nominal Scale Coding." JPublic Cpinion Quarterly,

19 (1955) pp.321-325
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the two leaders have been presenteﬂ. These. inferences are.
based on both their éXplicit statements, as presented iﬁ_
Chapter 11I, and their statements and behavier over the en-

tire historical period of the twe liberation ‘movements.

In Chapjef V;_"Gandhi.and ﬁao aanommunicators:
Summary_aﬁd Cbnclusions,“ two levels of couélusions are pre-—
sented: soﬁe specific, but still teﬁtative,.propositions on
the communication behavior_bf Gan&hi.and Méé, and some fﬁs—

.sible impliéations of fhesé findings fof fufufe fheory.and.
research on the relatioﬁship between communication and |

development,



CHAPTER I1I
- THE. CONTEXT OF THE GANDHI-MAO COMMUNICATIONS

Thé'ﬁurbose pf this éhapter'is.fo describé the socio—
ecdnomié and political situation aé it prévailgd in India and
China during t#e_World War I and Ii periad. This will provide_
an historical perspective to the anéljsis of Gandhi's aﬁd.Hao's
'céntral messages-during-the later stages of the natioﬁal move—
ﬁents and to the deveiopmeﬂt of tﬁeir cOmmuniéation théories.
The underlying assumption iS'thaf the social systeﬁ has to be
understood as a context fﬁr the messages, and this requires
explicit descripfion of the_special.nature of Indian and

Chinese societies,

The discussion will touch on these points:
(1) What historical factors contributed to the emer—

gence of the two national liberation movements?

(2) What were the major barriers, difficulties, and

problems in communication?

(3) What prerequisites were available in these coun—
tries for conducting a mational liberation move-
ment, and what channels and modes of communica-

tion were used?

.22
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The Géndhi;Mao Liberation Movements

A fundamental element 60mﬁon to India and China was
the two Wﬁrld_Wars, which were decisive factors in the emérg—
ence of revolutionary si#ugtions;inrboth countries; The wars
caused geﬁeral'ﬁphéavelé and economic a#d political pressures,
creating climates conducive to nétioﬁal demand foxr radical
change., And yét a "revolutionary situation" by itself dﬁes not
guarantee a natjonal movement unless there_afe léadérs capablg

of seizing the opportunity for decisive action.

" The setbacks suffered by the Western powers during-
World War I somewhat cracked the armor of iﬁvi‘ncibility of the
British empiré.1 Then came two great events. The first was
tﬁé RBussian Revelution of 1917, ﬁeginning as a hopeful libera-
tion movement against the greatest of the surviving despotisms.
The Bussian disavowal'of imperialism was appealing to colonial
countries all over the world, The second evenf was American .
intervention in the war im 1917, which led on to Presidént
Wilson's emunciation of his Fourfeeﬁ Points supporting national

freedom and self-determination of peoples.

If the 6oﬁrse of the war disillusioned Indians_and

~ Chinese about Western civilization, these two events nonetheless

_;Perceival Spear, India., The University of Michigan Press,
Ann Arbor: 1661, p.364 Also the Japanese victory over
Bussia in 1905 had impact on both India and China
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.emboldenéd'them_t; ﬂemana self~gqvérnment in-the name of funda-
mental principles“éccepted by the Allied Pcwers. The war; in
other wbrds, brought'&bdut # mental revolution in both countries
and created a climate for, genuine_nationai moveﬁeﬁts;' The“dif—
ferencés between.the two mé#ements;are bfiefly highlighted in
Figure 1, "Two iiberation Moveﬁents: Iﬁdia and China" (page 25).
" In this chart the iﬁvestigato; has shoﬁn some of'the'eséenti#l
.similarities and differences in terms of thé gocio-political
situation;_the general charécteristics'of.each movement, the._'
.forms of strugglé; the.base of'éach'and.the cbnséqueﬁces for

- both the countries, Fuller discussion follows.
India .

The'outbfeak.of ﬁorlé War I formed.for Indié-a divid--
"ing line ﬁetween the old and.ngw worlds.;,At the beginﬁing 6f.
the 19th cehtury India héd 1osf_both-politica1 freedom aﬁd-her'l
cultural pride_'2 After 191& the pi#tufe_changed; there.was
a new awaﬁening'partially_due to.the-révolutionary activity

of Gandhi.

- During World War I Britain needed the men and wealth of
her colonies, and although India supplied beth, antagonism

continued to increase. Britain's wartime needs to curb the

2R.C..Majumdar, (Ed.) The History and culture of the Indian Peo~
- ple., Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Part II, Dombay, 1951, p. 149




© FIGURE 1
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Two Liberation Movements: Imndia and_China

Socio-political
situation in
country

- Characteristics
of movement
Forms of

struggle

Base

Consequences

India

Direct colony;

large; illiterate

economic under—
development

f.Nationalist;

pacifist

‘Batyagraha;

non-cooperation;
¢ivil disobediance

© Al classes

(1andlords, business,
professionals, -
peasants and

workers); urban-
based - '

Independéhce from

. British rule

China .

Indirect colony;
large; illiterate; -
economic under—

development

Socialist; nation-
alist;

.-non-pacifist

- Agrarian reforms;
- warfare '

Peasants, workers,
soldiers, and alli--
ance with petty .

‘bourgeoisie and

national bour-

. geoisie; rural

based

Socialist revolution
fellowed independence
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terrorists:and wih,the sﬁppért of_tﬁe Congress farty of.lndia
:brought-pfomises of evéntuai self-government within the. empire.
‘ However, in 1918, the Briﬁish passed the Rowlatt Acts, which
were an effort to stop terrorlsm by empowering the government
_tq_secrétly try suspected offenders without the benefit of a
laﬁyer of d jﬁry;..It was in response to.the Rowlatit Acts thét
Gandhi dedicatea himself to the nationalist movement which was
to be transformed 1nto a powerful force under his 1eadersﬁ1p
"The Rowlait Act was the parent of the Non-cooperation Movement,
_said Sir Surendranath Bannerjea, one of the national leaders.-

It was these Acts more than anything else that brought Gandhi

to the cenfer of the Indian politcal scene,

April 13, 1919, was another turning point in the.libé—
ration movement, Brigadier-General Regiohald E.H..Dyer carried
out the Amritsar méssacre,killing 379 men, woﬁen and’éhildrén
and wounding 1,137 by the official Brifish ééunt. This further

eroded the myth of British justice and fair play.

When the British raised the tax on salt which Indians
were no 1onger allowed to make, Gandhi and his 70 followers
walked from his dwelling to the sea, almost 200 miles away.

The number of followers grew along the route, and upon reaching

3Clark D. Moore & David Eldredge (Ed), India Yesterday and
Today. A Bantam Pathfinder Book, 1976 p. 163
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the Shore,rthey scoépéd.salt_water an& evaporated salt in
'symbolic defiance.- Thése gesturés were recorded in the press
and newsreels around the world. ‘So active were his foliowers
that British jails were bulging with an éétiﬁatéd 50,000
Indian nationalists in.1930. Arresté stirrgd Indian.aﬁ& foreign'

opinien against the imperial pelicy.

With World War II, the British.écnfinued to offend
thOSEIWhDSE support they needed. They declared waf.for india
against Gerﬁany'and Jaﬁan.without:consulting the Indian léader;'
.ship., Furthermore, the British Parliamept_passed an act which :_
_suépénded.the rights grénted in the'Go§ernment of India Act of
1935, and Winston Churchill decléred that the statement of war
aims contained in the Atlantic Charter {which among qthéf things
respected "the rights of all people to choése_the form of govern-
ment nndér which they will_live")-did nof apply to India, but |

only to those countries overrun by the Axis powers,

In'reéction'to.these events the Indian'Cbngress fiork-
ing Committee adopted a lengthy resolution on September 15,.
1939. It took the gravest'vigﬁ of the British proclamation of
war without the consent of the Indian.people;.protested agéinst
the éxploitation of-Indian resources for imperialist ends, and

openly declared that India cannot associate heresdlf with a war
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said to be for democratic freedom,‘whed that very freedom is

_denied:to her'

The Working Committee therefore invites the British
" Government to declare in unequivocal terms what their
war aims are in regard to democracy and imperialism,
.and the new order that is envisaged, in particular how
those aims are going to apply to India and to be glven

effect in the present.

The All India Congress Committee endorsed this view.on Uctober

10, and demanded_ﬂhat'"lndia must be declaréd an- independent

 nation and present applicatioh mast be given to this status to

the largest'possible extent."s'

In order to enlist more enthusiastic support from India,

the British gpvefnment sent_Sif Staffor&_Cripps to India in 1642

with an offer of ihdependence_at the end of the war. Until this

time, there had been no recognition by Britain that independence

was-a legitimate Indian goal,

The Cripps plan, however, was
list leaders for two reasons., First,
-Britain.in control of India ﬁntil the
more important, the plan would‘permit

* and the princely states, some of each

rejected Ef the nationa-
it wouid have.left. ”
war's.end. .Second, and -
ihé previncial governﬁents

controlled by Muslims, to.

become independent of a wnited India,

ki

S1bid. p. 231

The Indian Annual Register, 1939; II, 226f8



29

.At Gandhi's urging, the Copgréés fgéponse to'tﬁe.
 Cfipps mission was to pass.a "Quit Iﬁdia“.resoiution and pro_
mise civil disohédiegce if Britain did not comply. The British
resﬁonded by imprisoning 60,000 nationalists ingluding most'of

_?the leaders of the Congress;

This effectively muzzled the Céngress_for'the'duration
of the Wa? and left aﬁ open field for thé defelopment of the
Muslim Leagne. Tﬁe League had been éncouragéd by the Crippé
plan which trahsformed fheir'sloganrof a Muslim state into a
_realizablé‘goal.'.At the:war's end, the Leégue was a f&fqe

~with whick to be reckoned,

Ir 19%5, the British Labor Party, which was pledged_-r
to-Iﬁdian self*gotérnment, swept_into.coﬁtrol of Pérliément._
' Two years Iater‘indeﬁendence within the Commonwealth was
granted fo Iﬂdia and the Muslim sfaté of_Pakistan-—despite 
better opposition from Gandhi who héd_always worked for a

unified, independent India,
China

Unlike India, China.was.saved from_ouffight dominafion
by the intense rivalry qf the foreignﬁﬁowers. China was
presgéd qﬁ all sides by competing powers anxious for its trade
ﬁnd tefritbry: Rnésia from'the nofth, tireat Britain (via India

and Burma) from the south and west, France (via Indochina)



from the south, and Japan and the United States (in part, via

the Philippings).from the'east.6

In this sense, China was a sémicolony under the simul-
taneous influence of several imperialist powers:(in contrast to
India which was a colony controlled by a single imperialist
country). Both the countries weré, however;-semifeudal.7

In the beginning of the 20th century, the Chinese
government attempied reforms in order to develop internal
'strength to resist foreign intrﬁsions especlally agalnst_
Japan who had already establlshed a strong foothold, The 1911
BRevolution was a turning point,in-the history of China:

If there is one word to describe China:since 1911,

it is revolution. Revolution is the sweeping away

of an old order-—an ancient political system, a.

traditional culture, an unecreative economy, a rullng

class whieh only exp101ts and a system of social

organization which no longer satisfies men.  China
has undergone all these revolutions,B

6Harry Magdoff, "Colonialism” (1763—0 1970) Encyclopaedia
Britannica. Helen Hemingway Benton, Publlsher 1974
fifteenth edition, p. 897 ' '

7A *semifeudal" country is one in which elements of feudalism
exist side by side with elements of capitalism

8Franz Schurmann and Orville Schell,:Republican'China,
Vintage Books, 1967, p.xiii
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From 1611 to.1925 China flbﬁndered in oné'of'the most
chaotic, confusing,.and disunited periods in her history. “
-C.P. Fifzgerald points. out how the disintegration of all cen-
tral control into warlordism discredited.fhe_ideals of_repub;
lican government, "the Chineée_became éomplétély disiliusiongd
with the false Gods o£ the West. They turngd.restléésly to

9

some dther_solution.f Therefore, the ne# doctrine of the

‘Bolshevik Revolution could not fail to attract,

After thg death of SuA Yét—sen in 1625, the quminténg
beéame an.ideological-vacuum; in spite.of several abortive
~efforts, Chiang'Kai;shek never suéceéded iﬁ éﬁdpwing it with
a dynamic and persuasive i&eplogy.#o- The ﬁar against the
Jabapese and the extermination caﬁpaigns against the.Commuhiéts
threw the country into serious confﬁsioh'an& tended to.magnify
311 the inadéquaciés an& short#oming of Chiang's regime to

the advantage of the Chinese Communist Party.

The period of collaboration with the Luomintang against
the warlords and imperialists (1924-26) has been designated by
the Chinese Communist Party as the "First Revolutionary Civil

War." Ih the.following ten years (1927-1937) the Chinese

9C;P. Fitzgerald, The Birth of Communist China.
Penguin Books, London: 1964, pp.43-54

105 anz Schurmann et al, op. cit., p.5



'Commuﬂisf ?arty.pursued a course of arﬁéd.insurrection, called
”fhe Secon& Revblutipnéry Civil W.'an.r.“11 The Kiangsi Periéd,

as the yeafs from 1927 until the Long Mérch in_1934 came to be
knqwn, ﬁere years of hardéhip and étruggle for the Communists.
By 1934 the pressure on the Communists had_grown foo great,,and
. bursting dut of Chiang's Blocka&e.liné, thef perfqrﬁed'the_
spectaculér feat known aé the Long March, which ended the'

- Kiangsi Period.

The survivers of the Long lMarch finally settled in
Sﬁensi Province in Northwestern Chiﬂa_at the end ;f 1935,
._These years are known as ihe-Yeﬁan.Periéd,'namgd after thé_new
Cqmmﬁnist capital where the Communists develdped médern Uhinése

Communism's organizational and ideological foundations.

The invasion of China began in 1931 with fhe Japanese
occupation éf'Manchuria and_fhe énsuinngeries of enﬁroach;'
ments which finally led to thé_long and disastrous Sino-
JapanéseVWar (1937—45). Chiang was reluctant to get involved
with JaPan before resolving the Communiét éroblem. Shortly
'before the ouﬁbreak of war, however, éé a result of the Sian
Incident in.which-Chiang was kidnapped by his own generals, a

new.United Front had been formed.

11Franklin W. floun, A Short listory of Chinese Communism

Englewood Cliffs, N,J.: Prentice-liall, Inec., 1967, p.35




33

'If.was ﬁot unti171945 that the Japanese-occupation
_army surrendered _a'n.d left Chinese gqii,- but their departure
: did_not'resolvg Chiné's'internél conflicf;_.No sooner had they -
_iﬁid.doﬁn their arms than the smoldering'rivalfy befween the.

' 'Cﬁmmuniéts.and tﬁe Nationalists.erupted ﬁith renewed fury;

.plunging the waf.weary Cﬁinese pebﬁle.into five more years of.

destruction and deprivation, -

The ﬁnited St#tes.government was'committéd to-Chiang‘s
Nationalist regime, but as fhe Civil YWar raged on, it.Secaﬁe
'increasingly obﬁioﬁs which side h#d-pe0plefs:suppert, The.
Cémmunist tékeover of.China fiﬁélly took place in 1949:é£ter

the collapse of'Chiang's_regime.

Communication barriers

Tﬁé cdmﬁunicationrprobleﬁ that éonffonted Gandhi and

Mao was not only_the.enorﬁous power of their impeiialist and =
'native adversaries (particulariy,iq'China, foreigners fhem—
'_éelves_represente& only part_of the problem), whe controlled
most channels of commﬁhication.but also_the_fact that fheir :
countries weré-poor and backward, almdst-totallf lacking in
the prerequisites for condueting a national liberation move—
" ment: namély, a common language, adequate roads and

railroads to tie the land surface together, literate people

cépable'of comﬁunicéting over great distance, an effectively
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organized.politicai party.to mobiiizé the'masées, and fadios,
newspapers, ﬁelepﬁbneé, and'felegraph to provide ﬁormél modern
coﬁ:munication.12

__Thg colbniai policy of the-Bfitish'in India sought to
stfengtheh'and Preéerve fh§ c0mmuna1'and ethnic djvisions; as
‘well as create religious and étatus'differences._'These barfi—
ers made it almest impéssiblé,for_the nationél'leaders to ébm—
municate their_ideas'to the people, aﬁd they were.élso unabie'
to assesé people's politicaliand sociai aspirations; The
' leaders of the Congress Pérty'were-all mémbers of fhé_urba-.
- nized educated elite and were iépléted'from the 80 per.cént

of the population that li#éd in viilages.;

Brlefly; the Indian and Chlnese socletles were marked -
by two dlstlnct systems of commun1cat1on “the v1llages pursu—
1ng the trad;tlonal-communicatlon network.hésed upon pérsonél-
relatioﬁs,.and the élite in the citieé ébmmuﬁicaﬁiﬁg'throﬁgh
print media and radio. This situation reflected social dist-
.ances of such magnitudes ‘that large sectors of the populatlon

had no contact with one another. 'hile the gap provided

-12A R, Desai, Social Background of ‘Indian Nationalism,

Popular Book Depot Bowmbay: 1959, pp. 201-211

" Alan P.L. Liu, Communications and National Iuteﬂratlon in
- Communist China. University of California Fress, 1971,
PP. ix-xvi . : _
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stability for the ruling regime, it creatéd a tremendous
sense of isolation and frustration on the part of the na-

tional liberation leaders.

. The.biggest communicafion barrier in both India énd
China was the Eﬁropean ;fieﬁtéiion ﬁf their.lea&ers; ﬁhich
was far removed ffom the mﬁndane world of the coﬁmon people
in their own coggtries._ Ironically enough £he prestige.ﬁf
_thesé leadefs ﬁithiﬁ_theif party and among their opponents
&epended bn'their capacity fo identify themseives as closely
as possible with thé aspirations of the common people as well
as with traditioﬂal valués. More'important, if the national
léédefs were to represent fhéir coqntries.in fhe face of fore—
~ign ﬁggression they had to obtain thé support ﬁot only of the

elites but of all the major elements of the pepulation.

Absence of a common language or a language with many
dialects created complex problems in India and Chiné; the
number of languages spoken created many social and.polltlcal
:barrlers, Not only was there a gulf between the wrltten lan-
guage and the spoken, but knowledge itself was jealously guarded
ip_ﬁn eéoterié langunage by the brghmin and the mandarin intel-

ligentsia in a status-—conscieus society.

It was during this trying period that leaders like

Gandhi and Mao appeared on the scene who could speak to the
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~ common people as w;ll‘as the elités,._Whilp the intellectuals
discussed and wfoﬁe papers and articles about how to approach
problems and:organis§ mass.organizations, Gandhi and Mao were
out among the people creating genuiné ﬁass ﬁo%eﬁents. While
‘the ﬁajority of the party membérs_catered to the intereéts'of
the middle claéé, Gaﬂdhi and Méo_were.out camfaigning on behalf
of the depressed péasénts, and thus, mébiiizing peoplé's sup-.
port that the Congress party of India.and.the Chinege Communist

parﬁy lacked.

Leadership style

The.fact that communication obstaélés'were overcome

- and that Gaﬁdhi and Mao successfﬁlly comﬁunicated highly.cqm—
troversial messages to hﬁge maéses of.the peoﬁle dispérsed over
- vast.areas-before the era of radio @#d.féleviéion (as did.evefy
‘other charismatic leader before mass media:were invented)

raises interesting guestions as to how they did it.

Communication tolbe conducted successfully across vast
geographicél distances with groups of ?edple'speaking different
interesté, requires alertpess on the part of.the communicator,
‘no less to.the mEaniﬁg of one's own speech than to the expec-—
tations_éf such an audience, It also requires organization
and communication networks to forge a link-betweén ihe.leaders

and the led, Above all, a leader's success in establishing
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'reciprocity_between himsélf and the people at large is part

of his communication skili.

Lduis Renou15 in an ‘interesting passage explains
Gandhi's “inner foice," upon whicﬁ he cléiméd to rely for
.décisions and’direcfion,.as a féeliﬁg of-what_thé mésses ex—
pecfed of him, Ha'n.Suyinl4 notes that.thei"intuitiyeness"

- of Mgo was really his desire to bé totally-iﬁtegrated.with

his own people, In an article, “Why Indié Folloﬁs Fandhi"
H.N. Brailsford explains it-by saying thaf in India the lea-
der who can control and disciéline himself is cb#sidered capa-—-

15

.ble of commanding the universe. In other'woraé, Gandhi
sought to éombine his appeal to the.spiritﬁal_elemenﬁs in the
Indian méké-np with his understanding of india'g.politiéal aﬁd
social pfpbléms. This is why,.Sir.Reginald.Coupland ﬁaintains,
'"whaf gave the.Congrgéslits ﬁrésénﬁ strengfh_was its conver-
sion frOmra movement of the intelligentéia into a.mOVemént of
the people; and thét was Mr. Gandhi's doing, almost siggle-

6

handed.“1 C.F. Andrews, who knew Gandhi intimately for many

years, had this to add:

13Louis Renou, "Gandhi and Indian Civilization," Gandhi Memorial
Peace Number. Visva Bhurati Quarterly, 1949, p.231

ik

Han Sﬁyin, The Morning Deluge..Little, Brown & Company,
Boaton: 1972, p. 188 s . .

lsﬂ;N. Braileord,'“Why India Follows Gandhi,"” The Forum,
IXXXV, May, 1931 passim ‘
16

Sir Reginaid Coupland, The Indian Problem, 3 vols, in one;
Oxford University, London: 1944, p.92
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Thus Mahatma Gandhi remains rooted in the soil of India.
He is not deracine, like so many of those who have

- stayed for a long time away from India and have adopted
wholegale Western customs, fis mind stretches out in
ever wider and wider circles,..but the centre of his
being ever remains fixed in Hinduism 1tse1f which 1s
his first and only love M7 -

As for Mao's charismatic tie to the Chinese people, lucian
.Pye maintainé.that the péyghblogical link between Mao's private
-'relationship to wérds and his.pﬁblic'appéal helps to explain
- his extraordlnary charlsmatlc powers 18 Séhiffe* bélieves
that ao had the ablllty to. convince the Chlnese people that
China can be restored to its righful positioen of greatness
-iﬁ the'wofld if oniy she woﬁid-submit tO'demanding-moral
staﬁdardé of strugglé and sacrific-e.:19 Undoubtedly these
éomments are blased by h1nd51ght because it was not. untll the

1960 s that Mao s charismatic quallty in the traditional -

sense was generally recovnlzed

Celtures, however, do differ in their responsiveness

to different leadership sityles.

17 7, Andrews, Mahatma Gandhi's Ideas. Macmillan, N.Y.:
- 1930, p.52 : o

8Lucian W. Pye, Mao Tse-tung. BDasic Books, Inec., Publishers,
New York: 1976, pp. 229-260. Pye's hypothesis is that
Mao's vast range of primary experiénces best explains Mao
both as rebel and as charismatic leader,

191rvine Schiffer,'Charisma: A Psychoanalytic Look at Mass
Society. University of Toronto Press, Toronto: 1973, passim
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Culture, as a preference for certain modes of beha-
vior, involveés a preference for certain personality
structures rather than others; the kind of person
favored in one culture may be condemned in another,20

_1n.6ther wprds, leadérship_sfyle is in fact a d&gamic process
nadjusting ideas to pgople and peoplé to ideas.“21 .In the
Indian cﬁlture'politicssmay easily 1o$e out to.reiigious vé—
lueé; an igdian 6ritic of'Gandhi.poiﬁted.out that "behind
his politics there was always the touch of the old Indian
traditiqn of ieadership; enti?ely different from what you
understand in Europe. We in India understﬁod it.“22 Cr, as’
Gandhi himse1f once remarked fo arffiénd,_"‘ost religious men
I have met'afe politicians.in disguise. I; however; who wear

23

the guise of a politician, am at heart aireligious'man;"

_In_Chineée_cultufe the relationship between religious
thought and public affairs always had a curious ambiValence.Qh
With his imaginative use of Marxism-Leninism, Mao provided

the Chinese with a new set of ethiecs not ﬁérely to'repléce

2OCharles Morris, Signs, LangﬁqgeLfénd Behavior; N.Y.:

1946, p.209

21Doﬁald'C.IBryant, "Rhetoric: Its Function and its Séope;"
Quarterly Journal ef Speech, 39, Dec., 1953, pp.401-424

_-22M.R.Jayakar. Talking of Gandhijii Grient Longmans, 1957,p.1%

3S_peeches and Wr1t1ngs of Mahatma Gandhi. Natesan, 1918,
- 2nd ed., p.xxiv

&Bobert T. 0liver, Communication and Cu1tufe in Ancient
India and China. Syracuse University fress, 1971, p.79
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traditional Confucianism and Taoism_but'to-fﬁse what was
hitherto inadequatgly'joined.25 Furthermore, Mao's slogans'
gave an essentially religious dimension to his words'and

ideas.

_Gandhi's and Mao's Ieadership of their partieé was
significantly different, Although Gandhi was a decisivg.in—
fluence in Congress he never held any official poéition in.
its'hiérarchy;' It was a leadership stylé peculiarly-lndiaﬁ;
and surely unigue in the:history of révolutions. In Chiﬁa the
.1ink-hetween Mao and Chinesg Communis£ Party.waé instifution—
alized though it had an extra party leadership element because
of Mao;s intensely personal style.. Gandhi'ahd Hao were béth.

h0wever.importént links between the.party and the people,.

Communication channels

“.The antiuliberation forces h#d almost a monopoly on
the mass media ahd thefefore Gandhi'and Mao had no-other choice
but to_use.ndn—média cémmunication forms in addition to the
press, They communicated with the maséés through detailed.
intimate organiﬁations and this isg why'organizational modes of .

communication were such powerful weapons in their movementis.

25Jerome Ch'en, Mao and the Chinese Re%olution. O0xford
University Press, London: 1965, passim :
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Pérty.organizatioﬁ. Thé Party is a key communication
- 1link with the peopie, and theréiore.a task fupdaﬁéntal to the
liberation movement was to_build_the.party_érganiza£ion.
Gandhi set out to briﬁg ébout_a coﬁpletg.change-iﬁ the
Congress organizatioﬁal coustitution-in the 1920.Nagﬁui ses—
sion, 'Congréss-party units.ﬁere established at“the_lowest
Villagellevel, af the district 1eve1,?aﬂd at the profinéial
1evei.26 A whole super—structuré of authority &as cfeated;
along with the appropriate chain of command and lines of com—

munication, In Nehru's words,

He (Gandhi) made it democratic and a mass organi-
zation. Democratic it had been previously also,
but it had so far been limited in franchise and
restricted to the upper classes. -Now the peasants
rolled in, and in its new garb it began to assume
the leok of a vast agrarian organization with a
strong sprinkling of the middle classes. This
agrarian character was te grow,  Industrial workers
also came in, but as individuals and not in their
‘separate, organized capacity.27

The'Chinesé Communist Pafty organizétioﬁ went through
a radicai change at the time when'Chiahg Kai-shek bréke with
.the Communists in 1927.28' Drivgn from thercities; the center
of the movement shifted to the newly established rural areas
of the inlaﬁd hills.. But thé shift was md?e than geographic:
26 | |

Pattabhi Sitaramayya, History of the Indian National
Congress, S, Chand & Company, New Delhi: 1947, p.207

273, Nehru, The Discovery of India. John Day, N.Y.: 1948, p.23

28Franklin w. Hoﬁn, A Short History of Chinese Communism,
Prentice-llall, Inc., Englewcod Cliffs, N.J.: 1967, p.40
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| an.almost compléte éhange iﬂ'leadéfship went hénd.in hand with
‘a éharp change in Commﬁnist révoldtionary practice., 01ld revo-
Iutionaries like Ch'en Tﬁ—hsin and Li Li—san,_wére'feplaced by
advocates of péaSant revolution, like Mao apd.Chu Teh. Mao‘sr
leadership changed the Party into a real masé organization.gg"
"In countries like Chiﬁa and.India,'where the vast
majbrity of the.p0§ulation come from:thg peasént class, an
aggressive land reform policy is sure to elicit‘popular éup—_.
port. -It'is.of Significance, therefore, that Gandhi and'Mab
. chose péasanﬁ gfievanceé for their initial campaigns in their
- respective countries, Gandhi-launchgd the'Cham?aran and the
Khaif# peasant campaigns3p which'estaﬁlished ﬁiﬁ #s a prominent
. leader of Indianrnationalisﬁ, gave ﬁim an-efféctive profest
':weapon'which he ﬁsed to link the.peaéanffy with the Congress,
aﬁd inspifed and brought importanf newileaderé into the
Congress.31 Mao's first importanf'fepori was.oﬁ tﬁe peasantry
in whiéh he made the poor peasantry the “;evolutiouary van—

32

guard,"

29

Franz Schurmann and Orville Schell mRépublican China, Vintage
Books, A DlVlSlOD of Random House, M.Y.: 1967, pp. 113—177

3OAS descrlbed by Gandhi in his autoblography, The Story of my

Experiments with Truth, Washington: Public Affairs Press,
1960, pp. 99-102 :

3lR.I. Crane, "Modern India: A Background," ﬂnivefsity of
Chicago Magazine, November, 1956, pp. 10-11

32

"Bepdrt of an Investigation into the Peasant Movement in
-Hunan," Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung, Vol I, March,
11927, pp. 21-59
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.The differencg of course is thétjfhe.Chihese Communist
Party never regarded agfarian reforms as anything more than a
ihase in.the building of a mass baée, a stage emabling them to
develop the fevblutiﬁnary gtruggle toward the-cdnquest'of power.-
and the ultimate realization of_éociélist changes.._Gandhi, on
" the other hand, was looking for.mofal victory against injustice,.
that is, to.bear out his belief that ene ﬁan with truth on his
side'couid.wielﬁ immense'moral_P0wer.” There was an ambivalent

element in his attitude toward the place of power in politiecs.

Because he always:looked at'politics:ﬁofe from the

standpoint of the rebel than of the ruler, of free—

dom than of authority, eof the individual than of

the State.35 - . Co

What is important, however, is, that by bringing pea-
sants intp their conceft_of the communication prdcess‘Gandhi-.
and Mao unleashed the enormous creatiVE-pdwef of the mésses.
For the first time in the history of the 1iseratian"movementg
in Indié and China, the Chinege Communist.Pérty and the Cong-
ress Party became méssrorganizations,'in.fhe sense that national
awakening had not only peﬁetrated io tﬁe_people at large, bﬁt
als§ made them_activg.participants'in the st:uggle for freedom.
Aé contributions to this process,’Gandhi.and ¥ao promoted

three main criteria in the organization of their parties:

33Raghavan Iyer, The Moral and Political Thought of Mahatma
Gandhi, Oxford University Press, New York: 1973, p.33




o
(1) The party must represent. the inférests_of'the
: masses; ' ' '
- (2)  The masses must be treated as equals;

(3) The masses must be aroused and educated and led
by the correct methods.

These three criteria were addressed to the partf wdrkers,
hecause the responsibility for'articﬁlating and maintainiag the
comﬁunic#tiqn link,belonged to the leaders, néi the led. The'
party_can:fulfill the tasks of mass ﬁobilization if it abides

by;fhesé criteria..

The Rress;' Gaﬁdhi and Mao looked upon the press as a
éotent weépon in the struggle to edﬁcate dnd'peréuade public
opinien both inside and outside the country. :However, a préss
_ based on mass circulation needs a high fate oleiferacy in soci=ty, .
- ‘and literacy, in turn, depen&s on a national government which is
committed to such a goal; Repressi#e govefnment policies,llack
of eqﬁipment and'facilities, illiteracf, and general apathy ﬁere
some of the Qﬁstacles tﬁat Gandhi and_Hao had to overcome before

the press could piay a significanﬁ role in national movements.

The structure of the press in India was rather compli-
cated during the national movement. . The prominent ﬁeWSpapérs
which generally supported the views and actions of the British

government in India were The Statesman, The Times of India, The

Civil and Military Gazette, The Pioneer, and The Madras Vail..
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Some of thé nationalist paperé supporting the Indian National

' Congress were: Amrita Bazar Patrika, The Hindustan Times,

The Hindu, The Leader, The Indian Social Reformer, The

Modern Review were some of the outstanding journals reflecting

the liberal school of natioﬁalism. The most impertant for the
-movement was the Party press, organlzed at national, reglonal
 and local levels, corresponding to the organlzatlonal gstruc-—
ture of the Party.34 Jawaharlal Nehru guided the poliecy of the

- National Herald launched in August 1938, an English daily sup-

portiﬁg the Congfess. In Bombay, thefe was a Congress news-

paper in the Bombay Chronicle, and the Free Press Journal,

These newspapers pursued a policy of supporfing the Congress .

party., Gandhi had his own newspapers, Young India and

Harijan35 which presenfed his views mainly.' He stated in

" one of his editorials:

I would like every Congressman who desires to serve
in the Satyagraha Sena (nonviolent army; to read
my two speeches made at Ramgarh (at the subjects
committee meeting of the party) as well as whatever
else I may write in EHarijan on the struggle, and to
‘carry out the instructions meant for him or her’

As the national struggle prodeeded.Ipdian vernacular

newspapers assumed a new tone in attacking the government;

34

S. Natarajan, A History of the Press in India, Asia
Publishing ilouse, 1962, p.50

: 3SHarlgan was 1o appear in three languages: llarijan in
English, harl]dnbandhu in Gujrati and Harijansevak in Ilindi,

_ 36Har1]an, March 30, 1940
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the press became an ihfluential factor in“molding public.
" opinion, as there were twenty newspapers publlshed in English

and some two hundred in Indian languages

Mao had no acéess to the national-pfeéslwhich ﬁas pri-
”marily.pro—Wes£ern; The basic prinéiplé of the press étrucfuré 
of the Chineée bommunisf Party was of course intégratién of |
the press with the Pariy sfrﬁcture.' The functions of the press
were specifically pfoPaganda and_agitafion. Va0 told the staff
of a commnnis£ newspaper, “Yquf j0b is to educate the masses,
to epable the masses té know their own interests; their taéks,

37

and the Party'é.general and specific poliéies" T'he press

- was d1rected to empha51ze mass polltlcal agltatlon “...;the
press should carry edltorlals on. rent reductlon and reporfs
of good examples. As rent reductlon is a ﬁass struggle by
the peasants, Party dlrectlves and government decrees should
guide and help it instead of trying to bestow-favours_on the

n38

MasseS,cs.

Thé first charge of sedition brought against Gandhi in

1922 was based upen four articles he had written in Young India.

In his defense at the trial he said the following:

37Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung, vol. IV, pp. 225-227

381pid, pp. 126-130



47
+oossit has been a precious privilege for me to bei
able to write what I have . in the various articles
tendered in evidence against me.,...I am here, there-
fore, to invite and cheerfully submit te the highest-
penalty that can be infliicted upon me for what in
law is a deliberate crime and what appears to me
to be the highest duty of a eitizen.....39

Agaiﬂst the government's order to shui down his nmewspaper, he
declared in the columns of Harijan on October 24, 1940:

Let everyone become his walking pnewspaper and carry

the good news from mouth to mouth.....telling my

-meighbour what I have authentically heard. This no

government can suppress. It is the cheapest newspaper

yelt devised, and it defies the wit of government,

“however clever it may be. :

During the Civil Disobedience movement of 1930, Gandhi
brought out unregistered mimeographed sheets of mews. As.
'eafly as 1919 he had remarked on the possibilities of written
newspapefs which_"need not occupy more than one side of half
a foolscap."ko’ it had the advantage of not needing large
finance and Gandhi was insistent that the national movement
must be as independent of finance as'possible. ‘Commending
thesd newspapers as a potential power for "transmission of
pure ideas in a concise manner" (without advertisemeats), he
reminded his public of tﬁe tradition of India of "imparting

instruction of oral teaching."” Furthermore, Gandbi advocated

acceptance of responsibility for these sheets by advising. the

39Young India, March 23, 1922

40Jag Parvesh Chander,.(Ed.)'Teachings of Mahatma Gandhi,.
Indian Printing Works, Lahore: 1945, p.45
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wfiter to place his name and address on every cdpy {expressing
open defiance to the suppression of the press and_invitihg

arrest by the government). This.was also in accordance to what

Gandhi had written in Young India on Januwary 10, 1922 when he
referred to. the policy of the government in restricting indivi-
dual llberty

I belleve that an Editor who has anythlng worth saying and
who commands a clientele cannot be easily hushed so 1ong
as his body is left free, !He has delivered his unfinished
message as soon as he is put under duress....lLet us break
the idol of machinery and leaden type. The pen is our
foundry and the hands of willing copyisis our printing
machine,..Let us use the machine and the type, whilst we
can, to give unfettered expression to our thoughts, But
let us not feel helpless when they are taken away from us
by a "paternal" Government, watching and controlling
every combination of types and every movement of the
printing machine., But the handwritten newspaper is, I
admit, a heroie¢ remedy meant for heroic times...We must
apply Civil Disobedience for the restoration of free
speech, free association and free press is almost the’
whole Swaraj (freedom).

Géadhi also made full use of the groﬁing number of
Vernaéular papers and persuaded them to pledge_tb the_nafiona;
list cause; Each such paper, with its lecal followiﬁg, was in
a position.to_publicize Congress'goals and educate the.public
on important developments; More impoftaﬁt, the verﬁécular.
press could equéeslocal grievances to which Congress needed
to be attuned, thus bringing a variety of iésueS'effectivéiy

before the high command.
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Mao's attention tO'neﬁépapers began early in his life:
I had acqulréd a newspaper—réadlng habit, and from
1911 te 1927, when I climbed up Chlngkangshan (his

guerrilla base area) I never stopped readlng the dally
papers of Peiping, Shanghai, and Hunan. 41

Mao published an article in a natiénal journal even before he

. was out'of'school and foand the H31ang chlangAp 1ng—1un him-

self the year after he graduated from Yormal School. &2 Lao s

artlcle in the HIsiang River Review in 1619 quke_of need for a
cultural revolution to change society—-"the only way to eman-
cipate millions of people and their enmergy and to carry forward

the ultimate aim of liberating the country from im erialism

and all capitalists;43 An article by him On Radicalism stated
that armedrstruggle was the only way.a réfolution could éucceed.
This resﬁltéd iﬁ.a han-ﬁn-Mao's'weeklf by the provincial gover-
ﬁor.of Hunan, and-the Student.Union‘was disbanded, He.coﬁtriq
buted artiqles to another student'pafér,_New Hunaﬁ, Which.tod

was suppressed in December 1919,44 .

In the Hsiang Chiang Review, New Hunan, and other.papers,

—

Mao's articles covered the whole spectrum of change, of revolt -

51

Edgar Snow, Red Star Qver Chlna Grove Press, Inc.,'N.Y.:
1938, p. 150 : R

42; ycian Pye, op. cit., pp.242-243

213Han Suyin; The Morning Deluge, MabrTse—tung_and the Chinese
Revolution 1893-1954, Little, Brown and Co., Beston: 1972, p.76 .

4%& Concise liistory of Chinese Newspapers, Hong keong, 1957, p.173
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against tradition and the breakthrough of a generation into a

new world, The firsi issue of the Hsiang River Review con-

tained his article "The Women's Re#olutionary Army " ﬁhich

evokéd response from the girl's schools and according to Han
Suyin led to the establishment of "an alliance qf women stu-
denté":to "fighf_impérialism, milifarism and capitalism,. and

L5

all superstition’ In 1926 Mao wrote in the Communist Weekly

Guide on "The Bitter Sufferings of the_PeasanfS in the PrdviDCes
“of Kiangsu.and Chekiang, and their Anﬁi—feudal, Anti-landlord

Movement," in 1936 he adﬁocatéd "without investigation no righti
to speak,"46 and advised workers and students to study the situ-

ation first hand before writing anything.

in fhe prevaiiing illiteracy and éoverty.pf the masses,
however, Gandhi and Mao, as leaders of mass movements, had to
link thejwriften,word to the sfoken; that is, link newspapers
with face-to-face communicatioen, Eriékson gives én apt illus-—
tratién of how éaﬁdhi becane a."living, walking newspapér":

Luther's pamphlets, in éll their formidable formality,

could count on the fast multipliication and distribution

of printed matter—--hot off the press. But Gandhi-
entrusted himself to the railroads, and while loudly

45Han Suyin, op. cit., pp. 75-78

460ppose The Party 'Eight-Legged Bssay' (February 8,'19h2)'
Selected Works, Vol, IV, pp. 46-62 .
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complaining against the miserable conditions of third-
class travel, he made the very most of joining the mas—
ses in motion, in stations, and especially in the com-
partments where they were thrown together most indis-
~eriminately, often far away from home, and yet sure
to return there or to arrive in new places with such
news as spreads from rail cemnters to villages via ox-
carts and camelback. And then Gandhi stopped and

" -stayed and talked, a guiet, almosi tender orator, but
a man of the most intense and convincing presence, and
a speaker who could make intimate contact with each

~ particular audience . :

Mao emphasized collective newspaper reading among ﬁorkerS'and
peasahts so as to establish a degree of geﬁuine identity of
interest between the party and these two secial groups,
Alfhough the Congress Party ;nd the Chinese Communist Party
used.the press.fo: political and social education of their more
literate activisté,_they had no choice hut to rely on face to
face éommunication to.cbmmunicaté effectiveiy with the illite-

rate rural society.

Mass organizatioﬁs. 0f all the means of communication
lihking leaders with followers, mass organizations were perhaps
the most significant in the Congress Party's and the Chinese
Communist Party's strategy of nationél mobiliiation; Iﬁ India

operations such as the Mass Contacts Programme of the mid-

thirties had strengthened contact with the publid. It was

“Tprik n, Erikson, Gandhi's Truth. W.W. Norton & Company,
Inc,, New York: 1969, p. 278

QSF.T.C. Yu, Mass Persuasion in Communist China, Frederick
A, Praeger, New York: 1964, passim
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through volunteer organizations that the message of freedoﬁ

by non—cobperétion'was‘spread aﬁong_the masses, Acéording

to the official report, "the members of volunteer organizations
spread themselves over the countryside, inspiring rustics;

only a shade more credulous than themselfes, with contempt for

49 In addition, the Village Construc-

constituted authority."
tive Programme, on which Gandhi had put so much emphasis through
the yearé, bad borne its fruit in organizational groupings that
linked thé Congress structurally with the masses.50 'This was
true also of the Congress youfb program, Though the membérship_
of the Congress_fiuctuated during the Gandhian era, membership

figures were always higher than in any previous period of

Congress history.

Mao maintained that "democratic'qentralism" can be widely
and éffeptively practiced in mass orgaﬁiiations only when its
efficacy is demonstrated in revelutionary struggle and the
masses understand that it ié the best means of mobilizing their

51

forces and is of the utmost help in their struggle. All the
organizations, including unions, peasant associations, national

salvation associations, were organized on the basis of demo-

cratic centralism; that is, they had a broad mass base but

49R.C. Ma jumdar, History of the Freedomlﬁovement in India. Vel.III,
Firma K.L. Mukhopadhyay, Calcutta: 1963, p.205

5

ORobert I. Crane, "Leédership of the Congress Farty,” in Leader-
ship and Political Institutions in India, 1959, p.185
5111pyong J. Kim, "Mass Mobilization Policies and Techniques:

developed in the period of the Chinese Soviet Regublic," in
Chinese Communist Politics in Action, 1969, pp.78-98
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lower levels submitted to orders from higher levels and the

52

‘individuals submitted to organmizational discipline.

.These-mass organizations were deveted to mobilizing
the masses for asgisting the Party in national sfrﬁggle and
social comstruction. 1In recognition of this service, the
_Congress Party and the Chinese Communist Party assiéted the
erganizations financially and by providing them with meeting

53

places and equipment. In other wordé, the Congress Farty

54

and the Chinese Communist Party were in firm control of
these mass organizations, most of which its political workers

had initially organized.

Both, Gandhi and Mao had almost armystical reliance
on the masses, and the techniques for mass mobilization, sim-
ple yet thorough, depended primarily on face to face contact.
55 '

‘Gandhi's campaigns of "going to the people" and dao's
"to-the—fillage"56 were far more effective and widespread

than ever before in the history of India or China., !ao con-

stanfly exhorted party members to get close to the masses,

52

James R, Townsend, Political Participation in Communist China,
University of California Press, Berkeley: 1967, pp.736-764

53Robert I. Crame, op. cit. pp. 169-187

Charlmers A, Johnson, Peasant Nationalism and Communist Power.
Stanford University Press, 1962, passim

9%y .K. Gandhi, Towards Non-Violeni Socialism. Navajivan Publish-
ing House, Ahmedabad: 1651, p.8

56

Mark Seldon, The Yenan Way in Revolutionary Chlna. Harvard
University Press, 1971, p.210




~both Physibally anﬁ.psychologicallyl and to listen to all

popular opinions aﬁd démands.57' The "Resolutions on the Peasant
Movement" adopfed at.the ehlarged Plenum of the Central Uoﬁmittee-
‘in July, 192658 tqld Party members fn adopf.thé peasant's style.
of-speech,_action, living conditions, and dress., By June 1, 1043,
‘the Chinese Commupist Parfy mass line in China appeared in a form

that has rewmained virtually unchanged down to the present time,

Briéfly, fhe Congress Party's approach éﬁd tﬁat of the
Chinese Communist Party to mass mobilization waé infused with a
new element that was of decisive importance in the success of the
two parties, This element was nationalism; accompanied by a
sense of urgency that created a united front agaihst a foreign
enemy.. During this period of struggle, the-puhlic proaouncements
of Gandhi and Mao always included emotional and nationalistic
.appeals for total mobilization against.a powerful enemy., The
nationalistic oriéntatiou placéd,mass.pérticipatiou in the sger-
vice of a cause that transcended group interesté and thé class

struggle.

57Mao, "Rectify the Party's Stiyle in Work," Selected Works, IV,
Pp. 42-43 ' : -

58

C. Martin Wilbur and Julie Lien-ying How, eds., Documents on
Communism, Nationalism, and Soviet Advisers in China, 1918-
1927, New York: 1956, pp. 298-302
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The 1942-44 Phases of National Struggle

Aé.alreadyrindicafed, the national 1iberation.movements
developed over a long period.of tiﬁé.between tﬁe_1920's and
1930's. In both cases a critical turning point in the deve-
lopment of their struggle was in the 1940's, This is no acci-
dent because this period was the hardest fought period of
 World War II - fighting'which had a ﬁig impact on both India and
China. | A brief historical sketch of Gandhi's
'"Quit India’' movemenf and Maq‘s 'Rectification? campaign.which,'
culminated in the-finai étruggle'for freedom  will provide
the basis:fbf ahélyzing the méssagds of each during the 1942-44

peridd in the next chaptier.

The 'Quit India' movement of 1042

The action of the British Government.in sending Indian
troops abroad; to the Middle East and Singapore and later of
'issuing a proclamation of war, without consulting central or
provihcial legislatures was criticized by thé Congréss Party
as.an-act which dragged India into the war without her cohsent.59
The éction waé no doubt strictly Qonstitutional but it was
certainly agdinst the spirit of the Act of 1935 under which,

though Defence and Foreign Affairs were reserved subjects, the

Governor-General should have consulted responsible ministers in

59The Working Committee Resolution dated September 14, 1939,
p.12 ‘ .
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the matter of a declaration of war, .The Congress withdrew its
members from the pegtral legiélature as.a protest against the
sending of troops without its consent and when ﬁar was pr@cla—
iméd, Congress provincial ministers resigned_froﬁ,seven out of
eléven prdvincgsr The Haribura angress;meefingﬁin 1938 had .
already declared thét Indiq would take no part in Britain's
war and would resist.the emplofment 6f India's manﬁower and
.réseurces. Tﬁé conflict between the Indian_pebple and thé
British Guferument becaﬁe.increasingly sharp.duriﬁgrthe war
which finally culminateﬁ in the 'Quit India’ movement.led by
Gandhi, VHe3demanded freedon of India beforé Britainfs victory;
the go%érnment wanted victoryrfirst béfofe it was willing to

- grant India's independence,

By 1942, the Japanese had swept swiftly through South—
east Asia to the borders of India-énd thréatened to invade.
The Congress party affirmed in a ménifesto that Iudia."will
gladly aséociate herself_with other free nations for mutual
defence against aggression and for economic co—operaticn.._ﬁ
but only.as a free natibn could India be effective, The Bfitish;
gévéfnment, hqweier, had no intention:of giving India freedom,
independence, Dbminibn.status,-or eveﬁ 1esser~rights. Winstqn
Churchill was Prime Minister and he ;aé always guided by his

famous dictum of November 10, 1942, "I have not become the

King's First Minister in order to preside at the liquidation of
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' ﬁhe British Edpire."” He had said in 1935; *GGandhism ana ali.it
stands for must ultimately bé grappied_with and.finally cru-
shea€60 From the time Churchill-became-the king's First
Minister in 1940, to the day in 1945 when he was ousted from
office, he waged an unceasing.war with Gandhi. This explains
the failure of the mission undertaken by Stafford Cripps on

behalf of the British government in the middle of 1942,

Fiasco of the Cripps Mission. The CUripps l.ission was

a cﬁmﬁlative result of several factors, The first was the

- threat of Japan to India. Du¥ing the period from December 7,
1941, when Japan struck at Peafl-Harbor, fo March ?,.1942,
when Rangoon féli, Japan completed the occupatipn'ﬁf tﬁe_wholé
of Sounth East Aéia. With Pearl Harbor and the rapid loss of
Malaya,.Singaporg, and Burma'résulted in a.greater inclina-
tion tb act on the part of the British and.a greater disposi~

tion to co-operate among Indian leaders.

.'The Indian government started releasing Indian leaders
from prison under the stress of Japanese conquest and on March
11, 1942-— four déys after the fall of Rangoon - Churchill
announced the Cripps Mission gi#ing as his reason that: "The

crisis in the affairs of India arising out of .

OLonis Fiécher, Gandhi: His Life and Message for the World.
A Signit Key Book, 1954, p, 135

1Perceiva1 Spear, India. The University of Michigan Press,
Ann Arbor, 1961, p. 395-406
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the Japanese advance had made us wish to'raliy all the forces

of Indian life, to guard their land from the memance of the

3]
invader™

‘A second factor was thé pressufe-of PréSiﬁent_Rdosevélt.
Roosevelt talked to Churchill privétely at the time of his
visit_to.washiﬁgton in Decémhef, 1941. He “again sént a cable
_to Churchill.on March_lO, in which he went so far as to éuggest
a concretg solﬁtibn to the'Indian problem on the linesﬂof an.

63

analogy of U.S. history between 1783 and 1789, The next day.

Churchill announced the Cripps Mission.

Developmenﬁs in India also dgmahded-some measure of
seftlement._ The first was thé growing frustration in India
ﬁith the advance of the Japanese and.the-eéonomic'effects of
thg war which culminated in an awesome-faﬁine in Bengal in 1643
when millions of people died like'flies. Also the Axis pro-
paganda (from Berlin) Qas proving very effective in rousiné
the masses who would rejoice efery timé the British suffered
reverses.ﬁ% The second development was that thé Congress broké

with Gandhi (who was opposed to the war effort) and offered

6"Amba Prasad, The Indian Revolt of 1942, 'S, Chand & Company,
Delhi: 1958, p.1l4 i

'63R.C. Ma jumdar, History of the Freedom Movement in India,
op. cit., p, 199

'GAR; Coupland, Cripps Mission. London, 1942, pp. 28-29
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cooperation in the war effort so.as to arrive at some set£1e~
ment, Fui‘thermore.,_ public Oﬁinioh in. England was now turn—.
ing overwﬁeimingly.ih favor of feconciling Indié. Cripps
assufed the British parliament that the "Government was much
cpnberned.as was everybody else’.’65 The Labor pérfy impfeséed
upon the govefnment the urgeﬁcy.of-forming a national govern-
ment., The reasons why Churchill agréed to Cripps proposals,
as explained by him in a letter to the Viceroy of fndia, were
twog assuaging American opinion by shoWihg.British_sinceritj

66

of purpose, and organizing better defence of India.

Cripps arrived in India on March 22, 1942, and.left on
CApril 11, 1942, Im ﬁhese twenty days, high hopes were raised
which-amouﬁted to nothing_in the end. The main lines of the
prbposals may be summarised as fﬁliows. An Indian:Unioﬁ_with
Dominion status, under a new Indiaﬁ Council was to be set.up
immediately éfter the war. Freedém to. draw up the constitution
would include fhe right of secession from the Commonwealth.

The Indian statgs would be free t§ join the Union, and provinces
could withdraw if they wished. Disputes arose, however, over
tﬁe.precise powers of fhe new cﬁuncil, particalarly with re-

gard to defense.

65z, Coupland, Ibid ., p. 187
66Lord Halifax, The Indian Problem. New York: 1942, pp.200-211
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Gandhi;s reaction was unfavbrable, particu}arly:to the
_ prospecf of a divided India. Hé felt that Cripps had allowed
himself to become a part of the machinery of British imperia-
lism and so advised Cripps to "take the first plane home."
:Some;of the leaders, like Nehrﬁ were'for acceptagce, but, the
'final wordrwas spoken by Gandhi, who travelled to Delhi to urge
rejectiﬁn._ He described {he offer as:a ”blaﬁk chéque on a
failiqg bank.” - And so by.April_1942,_Gandhi had already evdlved
the demand ihat "the British shouid_leave India now in aﬁ or-
‘derly mannper," and in June he.told an American journalist,

"I am nﬁt intefested in independence after the war., I want
indeﬁeudence now, That will help Britain win the war." This
demand déveloped into a call for a “sﬁort and swift open rebel-
liona in which all patriots, including the sﬁldierf, would
participate;_ He was faced, he said with "a drastic sitqation

67

requiring a drastic remedy."

Briefly, the Cripps Mission ended in a fiésco because
‘of Britain's unwillihgness to accede to India's miniﬁﬁm demands§
The deep-seated dist?nst between the government and the Indian
Ieaders was finally responsible for the Mission's completg

failure. The refusal of the government to declare its war aims,

67Tendu1kar,'op. cit,, pp. 89, 93, 99, 117

6SHiren Mukerji, Gandhiji: A Study. National Book Agency
(Private) Ltd., Calcutta: 1958, p.140 '
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the Atlantic Charter statement of Churchill and the past
record of British policy towards the Congress all made the
Congress suspect that Cripps was a toel of the arch-imperia-

list Churchill.§9

Gandhi and the "August Revolution™. The failure of

the'Cripps mission brought about a dramatic change in Gandhi's
communicatioh stylg. The writings of this period reflect new
.anti—war, anti-British sentimeﬁts, very differeat from the
earlier stress on aécomodatiop and cooperation betﬁeen'the.
péople and the governient? Arsystematic content analysis of
the period before 1942.might reveal different findings from the
1942-44 period we will be analysing in the next chapter. Oﬁf
study shows that from 1642 onwards, Gandhi acted with new
urgency., For instance, he spoke of non%iolence for the first

time in a different tong:

I have decided that even at certain risks, which are
obviously involved, I must ask the people to resist
the slavery,....There is ordered anarchy all round and
about us., I am sure that the anarchy that may result,
because of the British withdrawal or their refusal +to
‘listen to us and our decision to defy their authority
will in no way be worse than the present anarchy,
After ali, those who are unarmed cannot produce a
frightful ameount of violence or anarchy, and T have

a faith that out of this anarchy may arise pure non-
violence. But to be a passive witness of the ter-
rible violence that is going on, of the terrible .
anarchy that is going on in the name of resisting

a possible foreign aggression, is a thing I can't
stand, It is a thing that would make me ashamed of
‘my ahimsa {nonviolence)70 :

95 1. Nehru, Discovery of India. New York, 1946, p.472
70quoted in Hiren Mukerji, op. cit., p. 145 -
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It was about this time that Gandhi began to popularise his
‘dramatic slogan "Quit India,“71 Early in Lay, 1942, he said
in the course of an interview:

From the frustration of evefy effort made to bring

about unity by me among others, hag arisen this

logical step for me that not until British power

is wholly withdrawn frowm India, can there be any

real unity, because all parties will be looking

to- the foreign power,..Therefore, I have come to

the conclusion that real heart unity, genuine unity,

is almost an impossibility unless British pover is
withdrawn and ne other power takes its place.7§

Gandhi éponsored a Congress resolution urging struggle
for freedom "with all the armed as well as.other-forces:at her

73

(India) command ;"

The goverﬁment_policy,,after the failure of the Cripps -
mission, wés fo.postpone the coﬁsfifutional issue to the end
of war, and in the meanwhile, to pemalisé any revolt and to
prepare Indian and worlé obinion agaihst thé Congress, by pro-
paganda. _It'wés "a policy of three P's~-~postponement, pena-

T4

lisation and propaganda.™

71"The original idea of asking the British to go," Gandhi said

to-Louis Fischer in June 1942, "burst upon me suddently. It
was the Cripps fiasce that inspired the idea." LAahatma
Gandhi, The Last Phase, p.130 B :

72Harijan, May 3, 1942

73J._Nehru; The Discovery of India, pp.4:80-85

74Amba Prasad, op., c¢it., p.83
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Mattérs.nbw'came.quickly to a érisis. Congress, under
Gandhifé-guiﬁance; declared nonviolent resistance demanding
that the British "Quit Indig“} The éanction behind this de-
mand was mass civil disobedience. The new-sldg%n gathered,.in
bneirush_of feeling, all the hﬁmiliafiogs and resentments in
the doﬁntrf of fhe last many years. To the traditional slbgans
like 'Long Live Revolution,' 'Vietory to Gandhiji,' '"Victory
.to Mother India,! 'Long Live Free Iﬁdia,'.Gandhi added new
ones like 'We shall do or die,' and 'Quit India.' The new
Slogans deﬁandéd complete withdfﬁﬁal and expressed determination

to die in the fight for freedom.

The aims and objebts of the movement were stated in a
Congress Working Commiffee resolution'paséed at Wardka on
July 1%, 1542, and adopted at the meetingsof.the All India
Congress Committee at Bombay on August 8; Nehru stated that
thé resolution was sponsored by Gandhi ﬁimself and into it
 went all his ﬁeliefs and :'Ldea.s.-75 Three objects were stated.
iﬁ the Wardha resolution and three more were.addéd in fhe
Bomhay.resolution. Thesé Were as follows:

(1) To overthrow foreign domination of Imdia

(2) To build up a spirit of resistance to aggression
among the people and to-release that energy and
enthusiasm to defend India

(3) To achieve communal unity at the withdrawal of
the British : '

75J. Nebhru, op, cit.,, p.484 "
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The Bombay resolution added three more:
(1) To throw all India's resources against Nazism
and Fascism to win moral support oi all oppressed

humani t ¥

(2) To help Asiatic nations fightimg colonialsm
regain their freedom .

(3) To bring about a world federation which would
ensure disarmament and peoling of the world's
resources for humane purposes,

The Resolution had the overwhelming support of the

Congressmen -and was passed with only 13 opposing it out of

76

300 members of the Congress Committee that were present.

" The Reéolution included sanction to énforcé a mass
civil-disobedience campaign, - "After all," sai&,Gandhi,
."thls 'is open rebellien,” it looked as though the peak of the
crisis was coming in October. At this point the government .
struck hard, The.whole‘Congress was declared an illegal orga—
nization. There followed a short but_sharp outbreak of vio-
lence which caused widespread_dislqcatiép, especially in Uttar
Pra&esh, Bihar, and Bengal, ©0fficial figures reckoned over
1,000.killed and 3,000 injured by the end of the year, while
mare than 60,000 were arrested. The government describéd it
as ihe Congress Rebelliﬁn and tried to connect Congress leaders
ﬁith it; Congress ascribed the viole;cé to the intolerable

strain imposed by government intransigence on popular feeling.

7§lndian Annual Register, 1942, Vol. II, p.24k
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Itrwaé.cleér to both, however, that Gandhi had succeeded in
shaking India out of.he; lethargy and the @orpor of cehturies.
It seened as though the‘government had triumphed but it was
not very difficult to perceife that tﬁe tremen&oﬁs undergfound
reservoir of national feeling was.éwaiting.a release by war

pressure in order to come to the surface,

The 'Rectification' mevement pf 1642

Since 1938 Mao had hinted several times that a great
"study" drive for Pafty building was esseﬁtial. It was neces—
sary te reorient, éorrect, strengthen and stabilize the Party,
especially now that it showed overwhelming expansion in the
three years after the outbreak eof war in 1937, thereIWas a
twgnty—fold increase in party meﬁbership ffom 40,000 to 800,000
with consequent defects. And it was also necessary to settle
some unresolved "historical questions," that had arisen since
January 1935, when at the so—cailed Tsunyi conference Mao was
first voted into power., Furthermore, a great many intellec-
tuals who were politically unseasoned due to their bourgeois
background, had come to Yenan, In December 1939 kiao had stated
the Party's need.for intellectuals "who serve the working class
and the peasaniry; without the partipipation of intellectuals,

the Revolution cannot be victorious." Mao's "rectification"
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moveﬁent therefore becane urgéntly necessary, As the shor-
-téges and materiai difficulties temporarily added to the dis-
unity factors, the subsequent Froduction Drive also created

the conditicns in which.rectification could occur, The theme -
of the Recfification movement became the union of "the universal
truths of Marxism-Leninism with the reality of the Chinese

77 In June 1941 IIitler's forces invaded the USSR,

Revolution.™
"This ﬁt once cleére& the confusioﬁ in Communist minds afising
from Staiin's non-aggression pacts with_ﬁoth Hitler and Japan--
which Mao had defended.'.In Dééemher71941 occurred Pearl

Harbor; ﬁith Aﬁerica_in the war, China became of enhanced
~importance, The U.S; did'nof want Chiang to.start another anti-

communist onslaught like- the one agalnst Yao's Mew Fourth Army

in January 1941

The Chinese Communist Party unde£ Mao's guidance waé
the main force pinning down Japanese armies, and now the nekt/
step had to be the solidification of'ﬁower. And foi this, a
Rectificaﬁibn movement in Mao's view was essential. It was a
"total preparation of the-Party for total victory; reﬁrienting
its attitude to the masses, reshaping its style of communica~--
'tion, sﬁreamlining it, throwing out opportunists, eneﬁy agents

and other "undesirables,” quelling "factions," and writing

Party history. It was a tremendous political education project.

77Boyd Compton, Mao's China, Party Reform Documents, 1942-4k,
University of wWashington Press, 1952, p.xxxix
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To this Mao gave his attention for the next three years and

it bore fruit as pianned.

" This campaign painfs a picture of Mao's Party as it.
was moided and trained in the Anti-Japanese “ar Béses-té win a
startlingly swift victory in tﬁe Civil Wér. Mao took great
pains to educatehleaders and most of-his writings during this
period speak about Party problems and.dre addressed to a Party.

audience,

In two speechés of February 1, 1942, Jaunching the cam—
paign officially, Mae set forth guidelines ﬁhich were folloﬁed
during the next two yearé. ﬂls maJor theme was the role of
ideolbgf in the Chinese.revolutlon, partlcularly in "the study
of current affairs,..historical research, and...the application
of Marxism—Leninisg;“78 Mao launched a broéd-fhreé—front attack
on errors.in'the Party's style of work and thought. e eriti-
 cised subjectivism in thought, sectarianisﬁ {separation from the
masses) in Party relatiqns, and formalism in literature and art,
Mao's harshest qoﬁments:were reserved for those who "study the
theories of Marx, Engels, Leﬁin, and Stalin abstractly and
aimlessly, and do not inquire about their connection with the

Chinese revolution.,.it's merely theory for the sake of theory.”z9

78

Mao Tse-tung, "Reconstruction of Our Studies," in Compton,
Mao's China, p.62

"91bid., p.6k
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The greatest SignificanCe-of the Reetification 6ampaign'was-
‘Mao's insistence that Marxism be made Chinese, ile saw Marxism
as an "arrow" and the Chipnese liberation movement as a "target."
- The principal enemy of the Rectification movement was the
dogmatist:
In speech they can appear more Marxist than anyone
else,..they invariably base their actions on books,
on set phrases of Marx, Bngels, Lenin, or Stalin,,.
Their declsions,,.are from book formulas, historical

. comparisons,. or from similar events in Russia and the
countries of Vestern Europe.80 ‘ '

Mao's February speech wés not the signal_for an_entirely

new Party policy. .It came rathef as the:fbrmaiization of a
deyelopment which bégan wiﬁh_the war; In 1940, in "The New
'Democracy,“ Mao presented a agtailed interpretation of the-
chinesé revolution, Here again he f0cuséd.on the sinification
of Marxism. Thé.lines of_thought leading to tﬁe Rectification
movement were furfher dgveloped-iﬂ 1641 with ﬁao's apeech on
"The-Reéonstruction of Qur Studieé".;ﬁd a Centrai Committee:
resolution oﬁ-”Strengthening the Partj Spirif." -The culmina-
tion was in Méb'é Februar&, 1942, spéech and the formal move-

‘ment which started in April.

The Yenan Period. The Rectification movement marked a
major turning point in the Chinese Communist Party;-indéed,
for many students of Chinese Communism the Rectification

805iu Shao-ch'i, "Liquidation of Menshevik Thought in the
~ Party," Compton, Ibid ., p.255




mofement fdr all pfac{iéal purposes 5g§'ihe Yenaﬁ period,

If was the.Party's ﬁoat,cfeative'epoch that culminated in.its
:final'triumph.. The érobiems that emerged were in the base
areas and the ténsions implicit in New Democrdtic politics;82
Und;f conditions of guerrilla warfare throughout North China,
and Wiih only primiti#e.qommunications linking'them'#ith Yenan,
blind obedience to party directives was nﬁt encouraged,
although the Rectification movement diﬂ attempi to strengtheﬁ
the_ﬁhain of comﬁand. Guerrilia.coﬁditions required a maximum
of flexihiiity and decentralizétion.of control and authority.
Therefore, it was‘criticaily important that Iocal ieadérs

share the goals.and'ideés ﬁf_the movement. _Iniother words;

- the Rectificétiod mo vement soﬁght to "harmonize the two éon—
fiicting.imperativesrof 'conscious action' by individuais and

83 Toward this end the party

impeccable social discipline“.
launched a cadre education campaign to instill primary loyalty

to the movement in the face of powerful enemy forces and con-

flictihg personal bonds. The slogan "Unified leadership and

SIMark Seldon, The Yenan Period. Harvard University Press,
1971, p.188

82

New Democratic politics constituted new approaches to mass
participation, local leadership, and administration, which
sought initially to stabilize and then gradually to trans-
form the institutional fabric of the"border region.

3Stuart R, Schram, Mao Tse—tung. Harmondsworth, England:
Peaguin, 1966, p.269 ‘
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decentralized administration™ defined the control exercised—-—
overall authority and leadership were concentrated in Yenan
but local initiative was encouraged, a system which required

a high level of politidal education.

During.1941—42 thefe emerged_é.coﬁstellation of poli-~
cies associated with the “mass'line“'AQt'of the devastation
brought abouf by.Jqpanese aggressioﬁ coupied with Chiang'é
blockade-against'Comﬁunist;léd'base areas. Yenan, capital of
the Shensi-Kansu-Ninghsia Border Regiqn,.éerved as the Party's
headquartefs throughout the_Wér'of Resisfance againsf Japan.
.The mass line politics of 1043 represéﬁted a.synthesis of poli-
cies contqining in a'develoéed form.virtually everyssignificant
eleﬁent of the Chinese'Communist Parff's digtinctive approaéh

-to the war of 1iberation.84.

The écope and inient.of thé_poliéies.implemented through-
out the bdse areds_at the time qf the Reétification mbvement are
suggested by the.major_campaigné_launghed éimultaneously by the
- party and government, .Viewed aé aﬁ integrated program, the
.Yenan period represents a distinctive approach to economic.
development,.social transformatien, and_liﬁeration war, llere
we may'suggest the dimensions of thefmajor Qampaigns that make

85

up the Rectification mevement,

8!*Mal.rk Seldon, op. cit., p.177

BSMark Seldon, - Ibid, p.210



(1)

(2)

(w)

(5)

" new approaches to the economy of the border region,

. | o

The campaign for simple.adminisirution, the purpose
of which ﬁaé'to reduce costs for the taxpayer, to
transfer power to 100@1 communities, and to en-
courage a style of communication in line with the

national liberation movement,

The."to-the-villagéﬁ campalign designe& to destroy

‘barriers betwgen an educgted elite and the mdst

deprived people in the countryside, as:well‘as

between mental and manual labor.

The campaign for the reduction of rent and interest
aroused the peasantry in areas where there had bheen

little or no land revolution,

The cooperative movement, based on traditional

forms of mutual aid, was the party's first major

~effort, to reorganize the village economy.

The ?roductipn movement introduced a variety of

One of these was an "organizational economy"™ in

which every organization and every cadre partici-.

‘pated in tasks ranging from management of new indus-

tries to collecting manure. for the cooperative

 vegetable garden of the local party branch,
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(6)  The popular education movemeht expanded the sco?e
and modified the form and content of education,
spreading literacy and introducing new ideas to

remote villages,

Briefly, it was during the Yenan.périod that a communi-
cation style of leadership'in the liberation movement was raised
to the level of theory as the mass line, The mass line repre=-
sents the most impdrtant contribution of the Chinese experience

to the theory and practice of coaducting liberation movements,
"This linking of theory_and practice in the context of
_intense struggle was the hallmark of the chengfeng

(rectification) movement, The result was to forge a

working comsensus both on ultimate values and immediate

action within cadre units, to increase commumnication
" between leadership and lower-ranking cadres as well as
between cadres and the people, and to heighten cadre

.awareness of the integral part their own work played
in a unlfled revolutionary movement. 8

Commitﬁent to the party andrthe movement was parﬁicularly criti~._
cal during the ecivil war period that followed and during the
ihtensification of rurﬁl revolufion when the support of_largg

_ numbers of cadres from an elite background, who had initially
joined the party to fight the Japanese, had to be retained. The
Rectificatidn movement helped create an institutional context

for individual education and change,.

Preparatioh for total victory. The central purpose of

‘the Rectification movement was to build the Party's ability to

86Mark Seldon, op. cit., p.195
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conduct a natiomal war leading to total victéry. The feconstfuq—
'tion and transformation of the stagnant agrarian economy was the
key to the success of.the mqvemeqi. From 1942, in Shen-Fan-
Ning the movement's primary task laf in transfdr@ing the strue-
tufe;of sopial.ﬁnd partiéularly'eCOnomic life at the village
levei; Shortly thé drive spread to-every base area in North and .
Céntral Chipa. In thé fina1 triumphant years of the war of re-
sistance againsf]Japan, the mass line t0ok robt in the base.
areas and on the.battlefields throughout China.  This prepared

‘the movement for its final victory during the civil war.



CHAPTER 1III
THE GANDHI-MAO THEMES: 1942-4%

The previous chapter has provided the broader context
of the Indian and Chinese liberation monments and the speci-
fics of the national struggle in ﬁoth countries during 1942-L4,
The task of this chapter is to prbvidé a quantitative and
qualitétive'message analysis of the basic themes used bj the
two leaders during this brief but critical period, The next
chapters will draw certain inferences frcm.these findings
eoncerning, first,.the more latent (as contrasted with the
more explicit or manifest) communication theories of Gandhi
.and Mao, and second, -- as part of the general conclusions ——

their communiédtion behavior.
Analytical Scheme

The statements of Gandhi and Mao on communication
‘have been classified with the concept of mass line as the
central element. The éoncept.of masgs line may be defined as
a non-elitist approach initiating genuine mass participation
and linking the leaders ana tﬁe masses through multi—modai
communication networks, The attempt is to distinguish between
the content, style and channels of communication reflected in
Gandhi's and Mao's practices and writings for the pufpose of

making comparisons.
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Caréful reading of the materials suggest that the
.following categories - all of which tend to heighten the
sense of nﬁtional identity and focus on the people's needs and
demands - are among the most salient elements of their state-

ments during the period of 1942-44:

A, Conditions of Crisis deals with a situation in

" which sévere deprivation, oppression, violence are
inflicte& or threatened. It is a statement of
expectation or féct about the enemy and the con-
text of the conflict, The subheadings are aé

follows:

1, Political: conditions of crisis in the poli-

tical scene were coded as themes on:

jmperialism
fascism
feudalism
capittalism
communism

c o0

2. Secial: -the following subheadings reflect

conditions of crisis in the social scenme:

—
o

civil war .
violence, repression, oppression
illegality '
immorality

incompetence

illiteracy

poveriy

explaitation

passivity

false propaganda

s e 0% D L OO



B.

3.
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Party: +the conditions of crisis within £he

Congress Party of India and the Chinese Com-
munist Pariy as perceived by Gandhi and Mao
were coded under the following headings:

a bureaucracy
b intellectualism

.e sectarianism
d subjectivism
(e warlordism

Goal Values deals with the substantive demands

1.
2.

3.
L.

‘that the leader is;making on behalf of the Iibefa—

tion movement under the following subheadings:

Nafionalism (united.front, harmony, solidarity
etc.)

Power (political, ideological ete.) .
Material well-being {economic, safety etc.)

Morality (concern with ends and means,
spiritual etc.) :

Leadership Style deals with the leader's response

to crisis and with the techniques of moﬁilizing

the masses in terms of methods of persuasion etc.:

Trust the masses

- Trust the elites

Personal example and deed
Integration of theory and practice
Toleration, moderation, flexibility

Self-reliance, fearlessness



10.
11,
12,
i3,
14,
15.
16.
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Sacrifice, discipline
Serve the people

Confidence

Uniqueness {of methods, situation, or struggle)

Truthfulness (not bluffing people)
Nonviolence. | |
Noncooperation

Civil disﬁhedienca

War

Anarchy

D. Channels of Communication deals with modes or

means o0f communicatior that the leader suggests to

achieve goals of the movement:

Personal ceontact

Mass media

Party organization

Mass organization
Education

Art and literature

.After the selection of content based on a formal, pre-

| determined, unbiased plan and precise definition of categbries,

the units of measurement must be specified clearly, so that the

results can be duplicated.
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The unit of analysis. One promising approach is to

study themes that are manifest in a clﬁéter of words, and
therefore, the theme has been selected as the unit of analysis
and the entire document as ithe context of unit. TIn its most
simple form, ajtheme is a statement about a subject matter;

if takes thé fbrm in whiéh iésues_are usuélly diséussed. The
method was to select all major themses'frdm each doéument:
this brought artota1 number of 3061 tﬁemes {see Appendix B).
Classification of these themes was done on four ﬁajor catego-
.'ries on the instrument of anal}sis descri5ed above, The cate-
goriés.developed for the present reseﬁréh_réflect an attempt |
._to.reach a ﬁbalance between reliability of the procedures on-.
the one hand and'thé meaningfuiness of the categories on the

other.“1

Terms of the analysis. The term of anmalytical measure

ié that of attention, which is the result of selection of
phenomena.to be attegded. A measure of attention is an indica-
tion of the presence and frequehcy of subject elements in a
message system:

The significance of attention as an aspect of the
rrocess of message-production and image-formation
is that it stems from, and, in turn cultivates,
‘assumptions about existence; it -provides common

conceptions about what "is",2

1Bernard Berelson, "Content Analysis," lJandbook of Social
Social Psychology, ed, Gardner i.indzey. Reading: Addison-
Wesley Publishing Co., Inc,, 1954, p.51k4 :
2George Gerbner, "Toward 'Cultural Indicators': The Analysis of
Mass Nediated Public Message Systems." Audio Visual Communica-
tion Review Vol,17, No.2, Sumer 1969, p.1%5
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The common éwarness ofﬂpubliciissues formé a basis for social
interaction.. In.other words, fhe assﬁmption.is that.leaders want
to seek contact with masées; and assuming that their behavior
is motivated by ihis, the frequencies are interpreted with which
a leader chooses to talk about or make references to a phenomenon

as a measure of attention.

The definitioﬁ is based on the rationale that before a
movement takes national dimension the leader must begiﬁ #ith
attention appeals to partieular values in order fo make contact
witﬁ a mass pﬁblic. In othér words, befofe leaders can expect.
- the masses to understand the "whole message" or its "purpose"
they have to secure their attention, The meané of securing
attenti&n in a national struggle are not technical ones, but
are inétead vaiues ffom the ideology whose dissemination is the -
leader's main concern;' These means for gaining attention havé 
.béen chargcterized és goal values—;that ié, demands of the
.particular community-.3 The fﬁnqtioh of these ideological
_appeals'is to accomplisﬁ_psychologicél softening §r hardening
6f ihe mass pﬁblic befbre the real purpose of the meséage is
achieved, These fundamental values are closely relatéd to

beliefs and sentiments people admire in their communify.-

The measure of attention, therefore, indicates the

presence and frequency of relatively simple concepts and symbols

3Karin Dovring, Road of Propagand . Philosophical Library,
New York: 1959, pp.25-81 ' :



' : : 80

in a leadergs méssagés making ﬁuhlic-appeals for identification.
aﬁd'demands. At this;sﬁage, thare is less concern fof.factual
discussion of complex or.contro§ersia1 issues as the focus is

én appeal to general coﬁhunity values so as to-achievé nationdl
Qupport. Thelattention measﬁre thefefore conceals many conflic-
ting interests which may come to the:fore after the mo%ement |

has developed to a later stage.
Reliagbility

Scieﬂtific reseérch shéuld be:replicable. Repiicability
.méané that aﬁf-other coder reaching the same findings if the |
procedure is repeated, using different coders.. Cne ﬁethod of
testing replicability in message_analysis research is.by giving
& reliability test té indeyendent coders, and tﬁen calculat-
ing-agrgemeht coefficients; If_oné reachés a high dégree of
_ intercoder-agréements, reliability of ﬁhe procedure is estab-
.lished. Problems may arise for-the_simﬁle reason that on the
one hand training Eoders is necessary for significant relia-
bility, on the other hand such training may influence them to
the idiesyncrasies of the research design. According to

Krippendorff,

If the observers are independeait, then such measures
assess the extent to whiech the recording instructioas
are uniformly interpreted and opergtionalized across
individuals, But since observers can agree on des-—
cribing an event in wrong terms -- for example, bec-
ause of implicit experiences that are not shared



with the research designer —.replicability cannot

assess whether ap instruction is applied as intended.

It seems.difficult to achieve perfect agreement above
the ;9 level —— and reliability of research would be doubtful

if the level is very low.

Briefly, this is hew the investigator approached the

" problem at hand:

Teo summérize'the content briefly and reliably it was
first noted an& counfed in the ﬁargin every theme expressed
by the two leaders in all the documents during 1942—44. Theq
a set of categories.was_devéloped tb fepresent ail themes.. |
Thus a preliminafy qualitative.analysis proviﬁea.the'hasis.for
the set of catégéries to be éxPlorgd in a2 more rigofous kind
.of.quanfitative message.analysié. 'Thé_pﬁrpose of any quanti- =
tative reséarch, howevef, is to defive meaningful inferences
Whicﬁ_are.of a quaiitative natare, Alexaﬁder-Geofge points .
out that the relationship between the two is a circalar one,

each providing new insights for the ongeing analysis;

The instrument of analysis used in this study has four

major categories which are further subdivided, as shown above.

QK. Krippendorff, "Reliability in llessage Analysis" (The Annen-
berg School of Communications, University of l'ennmsylvania,
Philadelphia, January 1973) p.16 (limeographed.) :

5Alexander George, Propaganda Analysis. New York: Row, Peter—
son, and Co., 1959, passim
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The attempt is to describe with ﬁ maximum of objectivity and

at the same time with a maximum bf.relefance to the underlying
éommunicétion dynami;s_as revealed in Gandhi-}ao statements of
this périqd. The set of categories are mufuallx eiciusive and

" exhaustive.

An experiment preliminary to the reliability teéting'
was conducted in September, 1976, under the guidaﬁce'of Miéhaei
F, Eléey, member of the staff at the:Annenberg.School of Com-
munications, ﬁnivérsity of Pennsylvania. Agreement bétwegﬁ
the two coders_(the investigator aﬁd Valerie Jaworski, also a
member of the staff of Annenbefg School) for the expériment

test ﬁas .93 on Gandhi's themes and .93 on Mao's themes.

Afte; the preliminary experiment a final set of categoé
ries was.developed for tﬁe classification 6f fhemes._ The felia—
bility test was cﬁnducted under coﬁtrolled conditions, supervised
by Professor George Gerbner, of the Ahnenberg School of Communi-
‘cations, To increase reliability of classification an.atteﬁpt
was.made to -specify as clearly as possible the characteristies
of statements that were to be placed in a given category. The
feliability of the analysis was achieved by measuring agreement
among.the investigatof and Valgrie Jaworski ﬁsihg Scotd

~inter-observer agreement coefficient for nominal scales.

GW.H. Scott, "Reliability of Content Analysis: The Case of
Nominal Scale Coding." Public Opimien Quarierly, 19 (1955)

pp.321~3257




83

We accept variables as reliable if is ,7 or lafgef.
' . . . - .8297
The agreement coefficient achieved in this study was —_7

~and therefore, a higﬁ-degree of reliability was demonstrated. -

(For further details see appendix €)
Findings

As pointed out above, the many themes'appeariug in the.

written documents of this period have been classified into four =

broad categories dealing with conditions of.crisis, desirable

- goal values, leadership style, and channels of communication.

This geheral clagssification is the basis of Table.2, "Fre-
-:qﬁency of_Themes," (page 8%) which summarises the findings aﬁd
gives percentages referring to proportions of frequency, as
ﬁgll as tﬁe rank order of major themes indicated by the fre-
quency. Tﬁe_Tables 3;6 present the findings of the most fre—

quent themes by subcategories and rank order.

As shown in Table 2; leadership style was the most

frequent theme for both Gandhi and Mao. It accounted for 46%
6f the totai themes used by the two leaders, By 1G42-44, é
relatively late date in the two liberation ﬁovements; the con-
ditions of crisis and the goal values'were probably so well
.kﬁown and appreciated that over—emﬁh#sis upon them would not
contribute enough to the process of libération. On the other
hand, there was also a difference with respect to channels of

communication, For Mao, this subject ranked second in



TABLE

frequency of Themes

2

84

.Themes Gandhi Mao : Total
No. % . Rank | No. % Rank No.

1. Conditions _

of crisis 31 18,5 3 26 19,9 3 57 19.0
‘2. Goal values 47 28.1 2 15 11.2 4 62 20.6
3. Leadership S :

- style . Th 44,3 1 65 48.8 1 139 46.3

4, Channels of : I o

communication 16 8.6 4 27 20.3 2 3 14,0

Total 168 100 133 . 100 301 100
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.freéﬁéncy, as contrasted with last place for Gandhi, :This

. might perhapé be eiplained by thenfact that Mao had less
accesg to the establiéhed_qhannels of communication than did
- Gandhi and therefore héd_to give this subjéct muqh more

attention,

A more detailed analysis of these themes, howe#er,

‘requires looking at each major.categoryrseparately.

Conditions of erisis

in Chinese the word "crisié" is written with two
charécters, oﬁe,éignifying_"danger,“:the other "opportunity.”
In the hiﬁtory of 1iberafion'movements this two-sided aépect
of crisis is-obvibus. History proves that not all refolu—.
tionary criseé:end in freedom.from.oppression; in fact they
may lead to greater tyranny of thé_governing class or they may
merely replace one despotism by anether. (n the other hand,
érises may give the best opportunities to leaders to intrbduce_
radical changes, A natioﬁal crisis therefore helps leaders to
' prepére the groundé for mass movements by discrediting prefai—
ling creeds-and institutions and detaching from them the alle-
giance of tﬁe_ﬁeopie and making it possiblg to take action
against powerful grouﬁs which are normaily well entrenched

and invulnerable,

Gerbner, in his study of cultural indicators, points
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out tﬁaf" | _ " “most critical puﬁlic consequence of mass
-coﬁmunications are.in defining ‘and ordering issues."7 .This
studf indicates thaf'Gandhi and Mae defined the crisis as a
struggle for survival; fhey linked the struggle for indepen;
dence to ithe improvement of the condition.of fhe common.man
and woman, Géﬁdﬁi's most potent.slogan was_ﬁDo or Die”,
which freed tﬁé peoﬁlé from fear of death itself, .People

© became susceptible to the appeals of social movements.only_
“after Gandhi ana Mao succeeded in making them not only aware
of the criSié but also to make.them believe that chahge ﬁas
"possible, . Fer instance, in india and'China feople had to be
made aware of pervasive social injustice and exp101tat10n and

they had to be convlnced that the mlghty p0wer of the British

and the Kuomintang could he challenged and overthrown.

.The artiéulation-of nationalistie themés.by Gandhi aﬁd]
Mao evidentlyrstrengthened preexistiﬁg desires for poiitical
1ndependence and at the same time it inspired guite a new éet
of political expectatlons among the people of India and China,
The imposition of alien authorlty'generated tremendous tradi-
tional resistance that Gandhi and Xao subsequeﬁtly transformed

into nationalist rebellion, Natural disasters, such as famine

7George Gerbner, "Toward 'Cultural Indicators': The Analysis
of Mass Medlated Public Message Systems " AV, veol.17, Ne.Z2,
Summer, 1969 pp,85-108°
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and wars,'iﬁflicted abnormal hardships on the people'makihg

them sﬁsceptible to their messages of crisis,

If we:léck-ét Table 3, "Themes on Conditiqné of Cri-
sis" (p. 88) we_will find that imperialism'is seen as one
of the majér conditions leédiug to - a politiéal crisis, Both
Gandhi and Mao.give this equal amounts of attention, and here
we may only inféf the ir concern by;théir frequent reference to
it. The'theméé, however,_indicate that they both do no£ téik
.pf imperiélism iﬁ the same way. This will become clear as .

the analysis proceeds.

Gandhi's conception of imperialism was really the
1ogicai'extension of a line of thinking that had begun in
1920's:

I said to myself, there is no State run by Nero or
Mussolini which has not good points about it, but we have
to reject the whole, once we decide to non—cooperate
with the system. - "There are in our country grand public
roads, and palatial educational institations,” I said

to myself, "but they are part of a system which crushes
the pnation, I should net have anything to do with them.
They are like the fabled snake with a brilliant jewel
on its head, but which has fangs full of peison"., So,

I came to the conclusion that British rule in India had
crushed the spirit of the nation and stunted its growth,
and so I decided to deny myself all the privileges,
services, courts, titles, The policy would vary with
different countries but sacrlflce and self-denial are
the essentlal p01nts

SYoung India, June, 1921




TABLE

3

~ Themes on Conditions of Crisis

88

Themes . Gandhi Rank| Mao Rank Total
No. % No., % %
1, Politic#l . _
(a) imperialism 7 22.6 2 23 13 22.8
- (b) fascism - - - 7.8 3 2 3.5
(¢) feudalism - = - - - - - - 1
(d) capitalism - - - 2 7.8 3 2 5.5
(e) communiém - - - - - - - -
(£) socialism - - - - - - - -
2. Social o
(a) civil war - - - 2 7.8 3 2 3.5
(b) violence ~ 12 38.7 1 1 . 3.8 & 13 2.8
(c)-illegality - - - - - - - -
(d) immorality & 12,9 3 - - 4 7.0
(e) incompetence - -~ - - - - - -
(£) illiteracy -~ - - 1 3.8 & 1 1.7
(g) poverty 2 65 5 | 1 384 3 5.2
(h) exploitation 3 9.6 & - - 3 5.2
(i) passivity 1 3.2 6. - - - 1 1.7
(3) false propa- .
ganda 2 6.5 5 2. 7.8 3 4 7.0
3. Party a _
' (a) buréaucracy - - - 4 15.53 2: L 7.0
(b) intellectua-~ _ | '
: lism - - - 1 3.8 4 1 1.7
(c) seétarianism - - - 2 ° 7.8 3 2 3.5
(d) subjectivism ~ = - 1 3.8 4 1 1.7
(e) warlordism -. - - 1 3.8 & 1 1.7
Total 31 100 26 100 57 100



"In the 1630's Gandhi concluded:
The British people must fealize that the Efmpire is to
come to an end. This they will not realize unless we

~in India have generated power w1th1n to enforce our
will,9

. By 1940's uandhl declared imperialism to be so "satanic" that .
it threatened to explode in hatred toward the British:

Imperlallsm is the greatest of evils

.—Documﬂnt 22 Theme 62

We must fight imperialism and not the British people
' -Document %41, Theme 115

Imperialism is the enemy facing our cauntry

~Document 1, Theme 3
Furthermore, Gandhi made imperialism a moral issue:

I have said more than once in these columns that the
Nazi power had risen as a nemesis to punish Britain
for her sins of exploitation and enslavement of the-
Asiatic and African races,

~Document 17

Britain_is morally indefensible, while she rules
India Co

~Document 18, Theme 50

It is not right for any nation to hold another in
bondage, India has ancient culture, ancient civi-
lization, such variety and richness of languages.
Britain should be ashamed of h01d1ng these people
as slaves,

-Document 25

Britain carnot win the war as long as she holds India
in slavery. '

~Document 24

9YoungLIndia, April, 1930
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With this subversive image of the opponent Gandhi sought to
©. Justify cutting off important sources of the British poﬁer by
withdrawing cooperation and obedience of the Indian peaple:

A Government is an instrument of service only

in so far as it is based upon the will and

consent of the people, It is an instrument of

‘oppression where it enforces submission at the

"point of the bayomet. Oppression therefore
ceases when people cease to fear the bayonet,10

Gandhi's satyagraha (truth.f0rce) was therefore a well-conceived
communication technique to fight against.political_and economic

domination and injustice,.

rMaois_conception of imperialism is some#hat'different-
He explicitly idehtifies imperialiém'as the chief instigatorlof
revolutionary mbvements in colonial apd_semi-colonial countries.
A chief characteristic of the imperialist penetration of.China,
Mao méintains, was “fhe collﬁsion ﬁf imperialism with the
feudal forces tﬁ.arrest the defelépﬁénf 6f Chinese_capitalismﬁﬂl
" The image of the opponent thus.inclﬁdes.not only the'iﬁperialist
fofces, but also the feudal elements, | |

Japanese imperialiéﬁ is daily menacing-China

. | -Document 15, Theme 113

The Kuomintang is collaborating with the Japanese
Imperialists ' S

-Document 9, ‘Theme 61

1OYoung India, October, 1919

1i"The Chinese Revelution and Chinese Communist Party,"

December 1939, Selected Works, II, pp.306-13




Mao's politlcal themes, therefore, call attentlon to the

consequences of 1mperlal1sm
Under the twofold oppréssion of imperialism and
feudalism, and especially as a result of the large~

.-scale invasion of Japanese imperialism, the Chinese

people, and particularly the peasants, have becomne
more and more impoverished and have even been
pauperized in large numbers, living in hunger and
cold and without apy political rights, The povertiy

and lack of freedom among the Chinese pecple are on -
a scale seldom found elsewhere.l2

The povwer of imberialism is_howevef seen as.tfaﬁsient which
will soon collapse, élthough, fiom the short-term perspectiver
it ié.still poverful and in possession of the mechanical means’
of mass destruétion:

Japanese imperialism is musterlnﬂ up all its strength
for a dylng kick

.—Documeﬁt'lﬁ, Theme 120
Thefefore, Mao argues, war is an inescapable consequence of
the.imperialist policy: |

War is our first priority in our stfuggle

fDocumégt 16, Theme 121
Liberation wars are differentiated into those wéged_againsf
1mper1allsm (national liberation wars) and those waged
against domestlc reaction {civil or class liberation struggle).
The basic distinction between a people's war and a counter-
révolution war, says Mao, is that thé fofmer is rooted in, and

waged by, the broad masses of the people., The decisive role




of.fhe.peoplé in deterﬁining the character and butcome'of war,
Mao Sélieves; sfands_in direct contrast to the false imperial-
ist theory that "weapgns'décide everything." Yao's faith iq

" the ultimate.victorf of the natiomal liﬁeratioﬁ movement is

therefore based on the power of the masses,

We will overcome obstacles and crush the Japanese
imperialists '

) —Document 12, Theme 82_.

We sﬁall finally defeat the enemy |

| -Document 4;_Theme 33
The world will enter a great ége of liberation
| —Document 11, Theme 75 |

The dawn éf fictory is in sight.

. -Document 6, Theme 41
.Impérialism is doomed, according td_Mao, because it.is decadent
and i‘etrogressive0 Its.fundamental wéakneés is that it is sepa—

rated from itS'"peOple."'lThe "logic”_of imperialism, that is,

. aggression, oppression, and ekpioitation, is incompatible with

that of the masses., It is "riddled with insuperable contradic-
tions™; it is "sitting on a volcano" and it is its own

"gravedigger.®

Mao, therefore, developed an adabted version of Marxist-
Leninist theory to apply to the "colonial, semi-colonial, and
semi-feudal" China and developed broad forus of struggle to

£ight his opponent,
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Tabie 3, "Themes on'Conditions-ef Crisié",.(p.SS) alsd.
shows that for Gandhi another crisis that Iooms Ierge ig vio-
lence embedded in the prevalent sociel.conditions due to |
foreign centrol, while 35 of Mao's themeseen conditions of-

: crisis.refer'to the c¢risis within the 1eadership of the Chinese
Cemmuﬁist Pafty.‘ This is not uﬁexpected as we know that llao's

_ Rectification movement aimed to ereate an.environment.ef strug;'
gle in which fundamental valuee_and perceptions could be re-—
examined and challenged by'revolutiohary ideals, Yao insisted
that the teedency of some Parey members to look down or ignore

- non-Party elements was a form of ﬂsectarianism“ which led to
isolation of the Communists from the.total Chinese pepulation%3.
His foeus therefore, was on erganizatioeal‘and educational
methods to overcome these commueication 5arfiers between
lea&efs and masses, _The serioﬁs bairiers, according te Mao,
~were bureaucracy, inteliectuaiiem, warlordism, and sectarianism:

. Bureaucracy leads to communication barriers with the
masses '

-Document 12, Theme 89

Warlordism is the result of isolation from masses.

-Document 12, Theme 90

Formalism has no content

-Document 2, Theme 16

13“Rect1fy the Party 8 Style in 'ork" Selected lforks,
IV, pp.42-43 -
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Mao}s.barbs'against Party formalisﬁ_were directed primarily
égaiﬁst his Moscow-tréined rivals in the Russians Leturned
Student group whose power was curbed 5y fhe Sixth Plenum, The
1942-Rectificati6n movement, therefeore, fdcused;on intensive
eduéatibp, small-group study, criticism énd_self-criticism ta._'
.hring.thenleadership of the Cﬁinesé Communist Party closer to.
the Chinese population, The movément represented a fiﬁal_stage

in Mao's consolidation of leadership.

Gan&hi's freguent reference to violénce can bhe eﬁﬁlained
by the fact théf as the governmenf became more repressive the |
people respoﬁded.with increasiﬁg militancy.. Vhat is interest-

-~ ing, hOWéver, is that-deé?ite Géﬁdhi's.insistence on non;
'_vidlgnce, there is a change in his attitude toward the peoule

resorting to violence,

.Violenée apﬁalled Gandhi fo the extent that whenever it.

occurred in.the 1920is or even 30's he was "actually and lite-
 rai1y ﬁraying_for.a disastrous defeat (of the liberation move—
_ ﬁent).” Iﬁ other words, nonviolence above everything else——
-even above the independence of India,-so it seemed, He sought
. to harness the potential force of the.masses into peaceful
channeis, "] know that tﬁe only-thingjthdt the Government dreads
.is this huge majority I seem to éommand. They little know that
I dread it even more than they." 1In 1934, while explaining his

view of the reasons for the failure of nonviolent movements,
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" Gandhi stated quite explicitly an important element of
communication theory:
I feel that the masses have not yet received the
. message of satyagraha owing to its adulteration
in the process of trapsmission, It has ‘become
clear to me that spiritual instruments suffer in
‘their potency when their use is taught through
-non-spiritual media...The indifferent civil resis-
tance of many....has not touched the hearts of. the
rulers. 1% :
Furthermore, in his effort to touch the heart of the rulers
- Gandhi went to the extent of trahsfdrming masgs ¢ivil disobedi-
ence to. individual civil disobedience in 164G,
Satyagraha needs to be confined teo one gualified.
person at a time, In the preseat circumstances
only one, and that myself, should for the tiume
being bear the responsibility of civil disobedience.lD
In other words, it was a symbolical battle, calling the atten-~
tion and sympathy of the whole nation, and permitting participa-
tion in spirit of millions upon millions, fesulting in resurgence
‘of moral strength. This would have dissipated in a series of
gporadic actions {inviting ruthless repression in helpless
people) -all over the country if people had taken to the streets.

It is not the number that counts but the quality, Gandhi main-

tained, "more so when the forces of violence are uppermost.,”

14Hari‘an, June, 1934

13.3bid ,, September, 1940

16Pyarela1; Mahatma Gandhi, The Last Phase. 2 vol,.

Ahmedabad: Navjivan, 1958, p.107
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On AugustlS, 1942, however,rwhile launching the 'Quit
India' movement Géndhi qrystalized thé'ﬁrevailiné mood of the
people in fhese wordé, "there was a desperateness iﬁ it, an
emotional urge which gave second place to logic and reason or
a cglm consideratiﬁn'of the conéeqﬁences of action.” And he

went on to state in a mood. of near frenzy,

I want freedon immediately this very night, before
dawn, if it can be had. Yreedom cannot now wait for .
the achievement of communal unity....¥ raud and untruth
today are stalking the world, I cannoi be a helpless
witness to such a situation. I have travelled all
over India a2s perhaps nobody in the present zge has.
The voicelzss millions of the land saw in me their
friend and representative, and I identified myself
with them to an extent it was possible for a human
being to do. I saw trust in their eyes, which I now
want to turn to good account in fighting this empire
upheld on untruth and violence. However gigantic the
preparations that the empire has made we must get out
of its clutches,,.liere is a mantra, a short one, that -

I give you., You may imprint it on your hearts and let
" every breath of yours give expression to it. The
mantra is: 'Do or Die' /e shall either see free India
or die in the attempt; we shall not live to see the
perpetuation of our slavery....

'Gandhj's perception.df tonditidﬁs of crisis in 19492-44 was
‘serious enough to include the'ﬁéssibility of violence. ile
squarely.held the Britigh responsible_for any erupfion of vio-
lence iﬁ the country:

Britain practices the most organized and successful
violence in India the world has seen

-Document 31, Theme 87

The Government repression is breeding discontent

~Document 44, Theme 122
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The Government encourages violence when the people
‘want to proceed peacefully

~Document 49, Theme 136
Gandhi was responding to a very wide mass—awakening'all over
the country, the extent and inténsity of which was. a revela—

\

tion,'both to the Indian léaders and to the government,

Goal values

Every society has its own value system, The_éqmmuni—
cation syétem of a given sociéty, tﬁerefore; is part of its
total qulture aﬁd can.be underétood.in ﬁhaf contéxt.. Culture
ﬁrovides pebpie with symbdls, myths, valﬁés and information;
.and forms their general attitudes towards what is désifable or_'

undesirable, -

In a struggle of national dimensions, leaders set.
standards of high morality te meet.the public need af'a pictufe:
of its own ideal sélf. 'Laéswell defines value as "the word we
use to indicate that fhere_are some impulses with which wel |

17

associate our ego symbol at a given time." The leader must
also simplify communication by the use of fundamental values in

times of great stress when a nation is fighting for liberation

and needs the support of the whole population.

'The daily experience both for the leader himself and for

17H Lassﬁell World Politics and Tersonal Insecurlty. The
Free Press,’Glencoe, Iilinois, 1950
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his peoplé is the struggle for exiétence; not onlf a struggle
.for ﬁatérial well-being but for human dignity and spiritual
well—ﬁeing as well, :Thesé two goals comprehend, in fact, all
other values demandéd. Our study shows that Gandhi and Mao
repeat_this theme in various forms when referring to nationalism,
political power,‘maferial well-being or morality._ fany of the
themes appear in slogan form: iet us unite for action, libefa—
tion wili Qnd peverty. The slegan itself is not literally
mentioned in the text, but it is involved in the message by
synonymous references, repeatéd over and over again in varying
ways, identical in functioh, and dominant because of its fre—
quent appearance. In.countrieé; like India and_China, laréely
populated by illiterafe masées it is far easier te capture,
communicate, and popularize the essence of a struggle in a
slogan than to try to explain its intricacies in a jargon stylé.
The masses are more recéptive to languagg they easily understand
" and their sense of commitment is more easily touched, fhe use
of slogéns is also consistent with traditional Indian and
Chinese practice, wherein the ancient rulers communicated their
orders in similar, easily'understandable'térms. A slogan'haé
been definéd as follows:

'Compreheﬁsion of a current public demand referring to

the community value. This characterization of a slogan

explains its great suggestive effect on the public mind,

since the demand is the fundamental condition for estab-
lishing the community mind.18

_18Karin Dovring, Road of Propaganda.. Philosophical Library,
- . New York: 1959, p.30 _
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The=differences in social and linguistic 5ackground and in éir—
cumstahce due te the wide_geographical dispersiéh of.India and
China were in fact obstacles that made the appeals to the
national goal values still more necessary.for atpenfidh to the
agtual message, It is not poséible to appeal to a mass audi-
énce.withouf starting with the well-known values of the people
~and then link them to #hat the leader wants them to do. " Gandhi
and Mao sought to narrow.down conflicting'interests within groups,
clasées and castes by focusing oh common values;..They used the
facts of poverty and want'as a:means of identificatidn for com-
mon action, Thé demand for freedom from povérty.was transfor-
med to demand fﬁr national freedom., Whetherlindepéndence might
: felieve the povefty in the countfy was still an unsolved prob-
lem, since a'skiilfnl.cdmmunicator'leaves the verification.bf

his message to public experience.’

As shown by T#bie 4, "Themes on Goal Values," (page 101)
Gandhi gave most frequent attention to morélitf and Mao most
frequent attention to nationaiism. Ancther differenceris that,
as one might e#pect, Mao gave much more atteéntion to material .
well-being than did Gandhi, Nonetheless, each of these four

themeé on goal values were highly important.

Nationalism, Here are some of the nationalistic themes

common to both Gandhi aﬁd Mao:
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Themes on GoalIValues
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Themnes Gandhi Rank Mao Rank Total
No. % No. % No. %

1. Nationalism 11 23.4 2 7 47.8 1 18 29,1
2. Power 9 18,2 & 2 12,2 3 11 17.7
3. Material _
- well-being - 10 21,2 3 5. 32,2 15 24,1
4, Morality 17 37.2 1 1 7.8 18 29.1

47 100 15 100 62 100

Total
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We must be united to achieve independence

~Gandhi, Document 20, Theme 58

National unity will end communal'disharmony
-Gandhi, Document 39, Theme 111 _

All patriotic forces must unite and save China

—Méo, Document 11, Theme 78

The first principle of the united front is
disciplined unity

-Mao, Document 16, Theme 127

The yarioﬁs sectors of fhe.Indian and Chinése population
'_ﬁhich supported the Congress Partj and the Chinese Communist
'Pariy had their own special_inferesfs, peculiar grievances, dif-
fefing_objectives; and.uﬁique ideologies.. Buf so,loﬁg as India
and China remained dependept, the varioﬁs interests could sub-
nerge their:differences_because the winning of independence was.
‘the critical factor in.solving'allrother probiems. This may
explain the:speedy diffusipn of nationalism and receptivity of
the-elite tb_the elaborated symbols of identification with the.
common people of.India and China.. For instance, Gandhi and Mao
insisfed:on "language of the.massés? or service as modes of

behavior,

Briefly, Gandhi and Mao stressed'the importance of main-
taining a dialectical relationship between unity'and social and
economic change, The primary'focus of their activity consisted -

in mobilizing the masses and seeking an alliancefwith_the
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intellectual élite and other gfoups as a move to oust foreigﬁ
domination. They both succeeded in solving the triple pfoblem
of national identity, indépendence, and legitiﬁacy, but whiie
Gandhi failed to achieve a decisive revolutionary break from
an imperialist pést, Mao succeeded in bringing abput a real

socio—economic revolution,

This was'fhe major difference between Gandhi's and
Mao's nationalism. The nationalist movement in India was
'esséntiaily a boufgeois movement and Gandhi was the.represeﬂ—
tative functioning_inevitably within the nationalist ideology.
'Mao's_nationalist movement was operéting_within the ¥arxist-
Leninist ideology which sought-to effect a-totdl revélution
'by overthrowing doméétic landlor&s, ﬁarlords; and native capi-

talists,

Power, Here is a sample e¢f their themes:
Power must belong to the people
~Gandhi, Document 41, Theme 117

“We must have political power to decide our
own future

—Gandhi, Document 4, Theme 15
Power means to unite the Part&,_the govern-
ment and the army with the people
~Mao, Document 10, Theme 70
" Patriotic forces must work toward democracy
and freedom : _ .
-Mao, Document 11, Theme 79
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Gandﬁi's'concept of power is'peculiarly'his.own and
basically very different from that of Mao's. Apart_ from the
fact that at differgnt times Gandhki narrowed.énd broadened
his political approéch, there*was also an ambi#alence in
regard to political power, Nehru femarked: |

In spite of the cioéest asgociation with him (Gandhi)

for many yearsg, I am not clear in my own mind about

his objectives, I doubt if he is clear himself, One
step is enough for me, he says; and he does not try

to peep into (the) future or to have a clearly

conceived end before him,19 :

This was because Gandhi always looked at politics more
from the étandpoint of the rebel than of the ruler, of freedom
than of authority, of thé individua1:£han of”the State.20 He
believéd that true power residgs in the people and not in
.gofernments or legiélatures,21 and he hoped that political
power, in the ordinéry sense, would not enter Indian Qillages.
"Powef.is of two kinds, One is obtained by the fear of punish-
ment and the other by-acts of 1bve“.22 Gandhi was in fact
really'trying to challenge.the fery.notion of-power as prac-
_ticed.over the iives of the people through government and legis-
latures, He ﬁas anxious to increase the participation of the

people in the govermment and cut down the increasing power'pf

bureaucracy,

19J.-Nehru,-Nehru on Gandhi, J. Day Ce., New York: 1941, p.32
20 :

21

Raghavan Iyer, op. c¢it., p.53
D,G., Tendulkar, Mahatma, op. ecit., vol. 6, p.340

22Yoquﬁlndia, January, 1925
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 Material well-being. flere are some of the themes. on
material well-being common to both Gandhi and Vao:

Only national government can relieve misery
of poverty

. —Gandhi, Document 46, Theme 128

Economic well—belng is p0531b1e only w1th
political freedom

~Gandhi, Document 17, Theme 47

After v1ctory people will be better off
‘economically :

-Mao, Document 7, Theme 48

Collective mutual-aid organizations will
bring economic well-being

-Maeo, Document 12, Theme 87
Both perceived impoverishmént of their countries as the result of
systematic¢c "exploitation.” Once the.shackles of imperialism were
removed, Gandhi and Mao believed, fapid social and economic
Vdévelopment would ensue. However, a major differeﬁce between
Gandhi and Mao émerges.in theif meahs 6f achieving this goal,
Gandhi calls his abproach to economic equality "nonviolent

23

socialism” which meansrcooperatife or social approach in con;
trast.to_individualism. For Mao, the word socialism means. a
system of nationalized ownership of:the means of production,

To put it differéntly, Gandhi demanded moral revolution to accom—
plish the material well-being of the people; Mao sought radical
structural-chahge_to achieve social révolution. Gan&hi was con—
' cefned with means of attaining egalitarianism, Maeo with thé goal

23M.K. Gandhi, Towards Non-Violent Socialism, Navajivan Publishing

House, Ahmedabad: 1951 (edited by Bharatan Kumarappa), Pp.9
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itself.

Briefiy then; nafional.liberation is a goal value
which pfovides material well being for the poverty*stricken
people, And_pblitical'power‘is neceséary io ensure security
of the natibn and provide protectioﬁ ffom imperialism and

exploitatioﬂ;

Mofalitz.' Both, Géndﬁi and Mao, sought to apply moral
values in the difficult domain of political and social action.
' They maintained that a national liberation movement is a.jﬁst-
struggle against exploitation. A just cause provides in it-
self a moral superiority. A peoﬁle ﬁith jusfice on their side
will aroﬁse world public opinion in support of their cause,’
Here ig a gample from their themes on méraiity:

Our demand is based on justice
-Gandhi, Document 32, Theme 89

Justice demands that Britain free India

~Gandhi, Document 38, Theme 106

We have been waging a just war against the
imperialist Japanese for more than five years

-Mao, Document 6, Theme 39

We consider our war entirely just

-Mao, Document 9, Theme 6%
Gandhi, however, focused on ha;mony and a0 on conflict
_as the intégfal part of struggle, Gandhi.defined-mofality as
promotiﬁg_harmony in all human.relatiénéhips thréugh individual

effort, Mao sought to defime it in terms of promoting prole- ~
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iarian unity through submerging of fhe individual.in fhe col-

- lectivity of the working masses. Nonetheless, both their
thinking was governed by a total value jﬁdggment. For Gandhi,
the enemy is the greed of m#terialism, the judge és the indivi-
duallwho frees himself from selfishness, and the executioner is
the.moral law., For Mao, the'enemy is the capiialisf system,
history the judge and its executioner the masses, Therefore
with Mao natiomal struggle inevitably inveolves class conflict;
with Gandhi it.is‘any situation of human édnflict, even a con—

flict within the individual in making the right choice.

Briefly, the morality for both Gandhi and Mao lay in the
meeting of needs and expectations of the masses., But whereas
Mao accepted M%rxist—Leninist theory, which defined theICOBtent
of those needs and indicated 10ng~range-épproaches to their satis— o
faction, Gandhi was c¢ontent in ﬂeveloping a‘step-by-step apprpaéh
which could meet the needs of the people as and when the situa-

tion rose,

Leadership styvle

In view of the fact that themes of leadership styie
received most attention, as already pointed out (see Table 2;ﬂ :
"Frequency of Themes"), one may very well ask, "Why do leaders

talk of leadership style?"
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It is'importént to reﬁember thdt'in these.documents;.
Gan&ﬁi and Mao are not‘add¥essiﬁg the masses; their audience
'is the party cadre, literate participants, activists and sym-
pathlzers.r As already 1nd1cated Gandhl s messages appear

mostly in Yoqu India and Harijan, the two papers that he

.edlted,'and in hlS many inteérviews by the press and in hlS COr~
respondence to the government and his friends, Mao's messages
afe:addrgésed to party cadres through.party papers and party
- functions. It is.plausible to conclude, therefore, that Gaﬁdhi
and Mao almed at tralnlng the party members to be better commu-
nicators, and at developing leaders by broadenlng their pers-—
pectives on national crisis and goals; above all, by personal

example of their own lives,

.Gandhi and Mao groomed a disciplined group of cadres
and buil£ a hierarchy—a few s#ore.df leaders and thousands
(not hundreds of thousands) of lesser party activists. For
training the party member and cadre to become better communi-
cators, both begin with the individual, and, thus conceived,
provided a comprehensive theory of learning to ensure the tho-
rough remolding of each individual, -Mao has said that "as long
as there are people, every kind of mifacle can be performed;“24:
Gandhi has said, "T have aﬁ undying faitg in the responsivenéss

of human nature." .
-Document 35, Theme 97

24“The Bankruptcy of the Idealist Conception of lHistory,"
Sept., 16, 1949, Selected Works, IV, p.454
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In other words, man or woman is not .an abstract unit but living

persons with concrete problems.

Thé key to the analysis of the person, in both'Gandhi'é
and Mao's terminology is fhe_“character.“ The decisive elemeﬁt
entering into character is the.quality which permits the imndi-
fidual to accept his or hef'role in a society moving toward
' egalitarianism: "humanitarianism" fﬁr Gandhi and "proletarian
céllectivism“ for ﬁao, and which permits the person to become.
.fully identified with the people: "lowliest of the low" for
Gandhi and "working class" for Mao. From this point of view,
the character or nature of the.individual is malleable and chan-
geable, and the_pufpose of leadership tféining and:education is
.to heighten a senserof service and moral responsibility. A few
-examples will illustrate this point:

Discipline and dedication is necessary to
practlce civil disobedience
~Gandhi, Document 51, Theme 143
Truthfulness must be followed in every action
of our life,
—-Gandhi, Document 58, Theme 166
New education is necessary to learn how to
- gserve the people
_—Gandhi, Document 58, Theme 165
Discipline and devotlon is the crlterla for
leaders
- ~-Mao, Document 8, Theme 53

Times of difficulty call for dedication
-Mao, Document 14, Theme 106
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" Personal example and deed makés people
believe in workers - :

. ~Document 16; Theme 133

A curs;ry glance at Tabie 5,'"Themes.on Leadérship
Stylé,“ (page 111) shows that non—violénce recéited thé most
attention from Gandhi, as one might expect, and ponfidence'the
most aftention.from Mad; A'more careful examination 6f the
ehtirg table, however, sﬁows, an underlying siﬁilarity —— since
Gahdhi's emphaéis-dn non-violence was often a form of communi—'
‘cating confidénée. Moreéver, bofh.Gandhi and Yao gave special
attention to the themes 6f serving the people, sacrifice and

discipline, personal example, and self-reliance.

Both aimed to reduce leadership to practical precepts
and steps which may be followed and which may be employed to

communicate their policies. The elements of Marxist-Leninist

approach were later briefly elaborated by Xao in On Practice

and On Contradiction, and Gandhi in My Experiments with Truth,

~_ For beth, men's knowledge develops étep by step through struggle
and disciplipe from a lowé; to a higher level, that is from the
“superficial to the profound, and.from fhé one-sided to the many-
gided, Gandhi's oft-proclaimed statement that ge was the humb-
lest seeker after trufh had thé same meaning as Mao's impliéit
belief that he was truly seeking the coffect interpretation of

Marxism to the unique Chinese sitﬁation.
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Themes on Leadership | Style
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Themes Gandhi  Rank| Mao Rank Total
No., % - No. . % No. % -
1, Trust the : ;
masgses . 2 2,7 8 9 13.8 2 i1 7.9
2., Ti‘ust the _
elites . 8 10.8 &4 - = - 8 5.7
3. Personal ' _ _ _ : .
example ... 2 2.7 8 y . 8.1 L 6 4.3
4. Combine theory _
with practice - - - 8 12.3 3 8 5.7
5. Toleratiom .. - = - l2 30 6 2 1.4
6. Self re.liance & . - .
fearlessness . 4 9,4 6 2 3.0 6 6 4.3
7. Sacrifice & . o . 7
discipline .. 12 16.2 2 8 12,3 3 20 14,3
8. Serve the | B
people . 9 12,1 3 g 13,8 2 18 12,9
9. Confidence .. 9 12,1 3 -j17 .28.1 1 26 18.7
.10. Uniqueness .. 5 8.7 5 3 4.8 5 8 5.7
11. Truthfulness 2 2.7 8 |2 30 6 4 2.8
12, Nonviolence .. 13 17.9 1 - - - 13 9.3
13, Noncoope_ration 3 4,0 7 - - - 3 2.1
14, Civil dis- _ . :
obedience - 3 L0 7 - - - 3 2,1
15. War e - - - |1 1,9 7 1 0.7
16, Anarchy .e 2 2,7 8 - - - 2 1.4
Total ee T4 100 65 100 139 100
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| Hitler remarks in Mein Kampfzs that the strength of a
' moveﬁént gﬁst be judggd more bf the sacrifices it can demand
than by the pefquisités it can offer.2§ Merton suggests that
- social psychologlsts need to study the deep and far reachlng
type of bhuman behavior as symbolized by the effort of Prome—
theus to serve mankina at whatever cost to himself.27- Webef

maintains that such an action flows frou deep conviction of its

unquestionable value, irrespective of consequences.

The f0110wiﬁg is a sample of the themes on sacrifice:

‘Do or die' means deo your duty

—Gandhi, Document 49, Theme 133
Sacrifice of Congressmen has raised _ndla 5
status in the eyes of the world

—Gandhi, Document 53, Theme 147
We must make heavy sacrifices in our struggle.
of deliverance

—Gandhi, Document 21, Theme 61
Struggle necessarily entalls sacrifice, and
death is commdn

~Mao, Document 14, Theme 108

25Ad01f Hitler, Mein Kampf., New York Reynal and Ilitcheock,

1941, pp,702-706
26J Kennedy in his Pfesidential inaugural address in 1961 said,
"Do not ask what the country can do for you, ask what you can
do for your country." :

27B.K. Merton, Mass Persuasion, N.Y.: Hafpers & Brothers.

28Hax Weber, Social and Kconomic Organization. The Free Press,

N.Y.: 1947, p.362
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It is of great slgnlflcance to die for the

interests of the peeople

© —=Mao, Document 12, Theme 103

-To die for the sake of the people is to dle a

worthy death

~Mao, Document 15, Theme 10§ -

The willingness to sacrifice one's life,

of ecourse, is

the highest form of personal example for others to follew. It

is the most po#erful means of persuasion which is significéntly- 

different from propaganda because of its "higher

social interaction between the persuader and the

Both Gandhi and Mae point out that it is
of the leaders to set an example of truthfulness

living if they wish to0 carry convietion with the

degree of

29

persuadee”

in the interest
and simple

nasses:

My'deeds will carry conviction against British

false preopaganda

. ~Gandhi, Document 38, Theme 107

Influence depends on truthfulnéss and sincerity

—Gandhi, Document 55, Theme 153

Moral conduct makes people believe in leaders
- Mao, Document 16, Theme 129

Personal integrity determines influence

~Mao, Document £, Theme 11

We now turn to themes that are more frequent with Gandhi .

His concept of trusteeship is a concept which does not show up in

29

Karin Dovring, op, ec¢it,, p.30
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Hao's themes (it is conceivable that Mao may perceive the party
as a trustee of the people--we have no way of-kﬁOWing from the
presenf text). Howev;r, only 4% of gll Gandhi's themes_qn
léadershiprstyle refer fq trusteeship. _This is’spmewhaﬁ sur—
prisihg but quite compatible with tke general analysis.of this
periﬂd that Gandhi was céming rqund to tﬁe idea that people
will.hafe to fight for their rights; that it is.not sufficiept
to work for the people but that leaders must work with them,
This is clear from Gandhi's severai important interviews that he
gave to Louis Fischer im June 1942, in the course of which he
drew #_picture of his contemplated éivil disobedience ﬁovement:
In the villages.peaSants will stof paying_taxes...But
refusal to pay it will give the peasants courage to

think that they are capable of independent action.
Their next step will be .to seize the land.

~Document 23
Gandhi had earlier explained his concept of trusteeship in
these words:
The trusteeship theory is not unilateral, and does not
in the leasi imply superiority of the trustee. It is,
as I have shown, a perfectly mutual affair, and each

believes that his own interest is best safeguarded by
safeguarding the interest of the other.30

By focusing Attention on the theme of trusteeship Gandhi hoped
to raise the social consciousness of the leaders about changes
that were necessary. By emphasizing the needs of the poor, he

drew attention to the pgreed éf the rich:

3OIIa.ri!'an, Juné 25, 1938
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I v1suallze a system of trusteeship where there would
be no poor

" -Document 57, Theme'159

In Mao's ﬁritings we find the theme — trust the masses - occurs
five times more fregquently than Gandhi's,Although both relied
implicitly on the strength of the masses, their image of the
masses was not identical. Gandhi saw them as a potential force:

They often perceive things with their intuitien, which"

we ourselves fail to see with our intellect. But

whilst the masses know what they want, they ofiten do

- not know how to express their wants and less often,

how to get what they want - Herein comes the use of
" leadership,...>1 o .

Nonetheless Gandhi strongly believed:

The masses are pillars of strength to bulld
the movement on

-Document 37 Theme 103
Mao's experiencé of the masses was fery different, as a sample

of his themes reflect:

Workers and peasants are more knowledgeable
than intellectuals :

-Document 1, Theme 4

Trust the masses and follow "from the masses,
to the masses" principle

~Document 8, Theme 55
The revolutionary years taught }lao to place high value on the
mqtife force of the masseé. As far béck as the 1920's he was
developing fechniques.by which policy waéld be tested and

integrated with the social sources of revolutionary power in

_31Young India, November, 1930
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- Chinpa, Hié reference to theory and practice in the text aims
'to unite policy, ideology, and soc1a1 practice in a continuous
process, whlch is the baslc element of the mass line communica-
tion: |

Link the general wlth the speclflc by study-'
ing facts

-Document 8, Theme 49

Marxism serves the people in a practical way

-Document 3, Theme 24
Thé'sharpeét contrast in handling of leadérship style relétes
to Gaﬁdhi's repeated reference to nonviolence and liao's mentioﬁ
of confidence in his ultimate victory. Kowever, both express
confidence in their uniqgue weapons of struggle, Gandhl s eter-
nally splrltual nature of the Indian peasantry glves the same
assurance of v1ct0ry that Mao's inevitable course of class
deveiopment does,

The method of nonviolence has awakened the
masses

—Gandhi, Document 51, Theme 140
For the first time in history, the unique

method of nonv1olence has been practiced by
vasti masses

-Gandhi, Document 32, Theme 90
Nonvioclence is uniquely suited to Iindia's
dumb millions

~Gandhi, Document 25, Theme 69
The method of nonv1olence will bring India's
freedom

-Gandhi, Document 53, Theme 148
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Nonviolence isg a unique force for good

—Gandhi; Document 58, Theme 167

The Chinese revolution will achieve victory

~Y¥ao, Document 13, Theme 102

We are confident the world situation will
change '

: —Mao,.Document 5, Theme 37

We remain powefful in spite of our small
organization

~Mao, Document 4, Theme 31

'We shall become invincible

-Mao, Document 4, Theme 32

This kind_of attention aiso emphasizes the leader's efforts fo
_ appear before his people with strong ﬁowers of conviction and
to present hié eﬁemies of problems as powerlesé, weak, or in-
significant, FEven when the Congress Party and the Chinese
Communist Party were at a low ebb and the vulnerability of the
party was obvious to most of their asépciates Gandhi'and.Hao
made statements of confidence using the demands on the future

as a part of their identification with strength.

Briefly then, the themes of Gandhi and Mao call atten—
tion to those elements in leadership style which are non-
elitist and which diminigh or even remove the péfchological
distance between the leaders at the "top" and thé people at'

the “bottom".
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Channels of communication

Deépite thé faét that'Iﬁdia and Cﬁiﬁa were lacking in
mass medié resourées, Gandhi and Mao saw an effective commu- |
.nication s&stem oﬁerating in-their countries. JAS Margaret
Mead puts it, "the whole mesh of human social life might logi-
cally, and_pefﬁaps, in other'contéxts, fruitfully, be treated

32

as a system of human communication,"

National liberation movements call for developing lea-
dership skills and multiplg“channels-of commﬁnication to pro-
vide.shared vélues and reéponse tb crisis. The specific chén—
nelé thaf Ganahi and Mao call aftentioh to arg_those that.are
most relevant for initiating the natiomal struggle, and thesé

could not always be mass media as the two-step model assumes,

Gandhi and Mao were the firsi national leaders_who
recognized in their respective couﬁtries the role ﬁf the masses
and mass action in the struggle for national iiberation in con-
trast to earlier leaders who thought of the mésses as passiée
and ignorant., Gandhi and Mao evolved a prdgram of strﬁggle
which would mobilize the masses against the'estéblished system.

As is evident oﬁ Table 6, "Tﬁemeé on Channels of

Communication,” (page 119) the most striking éimilarity

32

"Some Cultural Approaches to Communication Problems," in
Lyman Bryson, ed., The Communication of Ideas, New York:
Harper, 1948, p.9
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Themes on Channels of Communication
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Themes Gandhi Rank| Mao Rank Total _
No. % - Ne. % No. - %
1. Personal :
contact 4_. 25.0 3 5 18.9 3 9 21.0
2. Party orga- . :
nization - - - 4 14.8. 4 1 - 9.0
%. Mass orga- . S .
nization 1 6.8 I 6 22,2 2 7 16.2
L. Arts and _ L
literature - - - 4 14.8 4 4 9.3
5. Bducation 6 37.0 1 7 29.9 1 13 30.2
6. Mass media 5 31.2 2 1 3.7 5 6 14,92
Total 16 100 27 100 43 . 100
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bétsesn Gandhi and Mao isg that both gave most attention ts the
role_of.sduCation. Each gave sigsificant attention to the role
of-personal csntact. The sharpest cohtrasts are that Gandhi_paid
mdre attention to the mass media (nameiy, the press) and that
Mao dsalstwith'the arts and literature, shannels not mentiosed

even once by Gandhi,

Here are some of their statements on education'
It is through new education that we learn to -
‘Tesist selfishness -

-Gandhi, Document 58, Themé_168
True education is nscessary to learnrtoklive
simply '

—-Gandhi, Document 57, Theme 165
Education of the masses will lead to eradica-
tion of inequalities . _ '

-Gandhi, Document 37, Theme 104,

~Education is necessary to arouse the v1llagers

—~Gandhi, Document 2, Theme 7

Education implies learning the Marxist theory

—Mao Document 8, Theme 58

Education through a united front can fight
illiteracy

~-Mao, Document 16, Theme 124"

Education should be expanded through schools,
literacy classes and other means

~Mao, Document 16, Theme 125

Fducation of party members &111 strengthen the .
party

-Mao, Document 13, Theme 96
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_Andfthemes on personal contact take the following form:

" There must be a 11v1ng bond between the
leaders and the masses

-=Gandhi, Document 9, Theme 29

- Personal contact with the villagers must be
established through constructive program

_—Gandhi, Document 1, Theme 5

Malntaln close -personal contact with the nmasses
to avoid making mistakes

-Mao, Document 13, Theme 100

Eerge with the people through art and literature

* ~Maeo, Document 3, Theme 18
The sharpeét contrast appears in relation to mass media, to which
Gandhi reférs eight times moré than Mao, and in relation te mass
organizatiéns, to whiéh Mao refers more than twice in.qomparison -
to Gandhi. Table 3 also shows that Gandhi mékes.no reference to
party organlzatlon while Aao's frequency on party orgaulzatlon

is 15% of all the themes on channels of communlcatlon

It must be remembered that Gandhi's opponent was the

- British govérnment which {ook special pride in its liberal tra-
dition, and which believed in granting its colonials the so—called
right of free press and assembly. Gandhi used these very vaiues

a8 weapons against the British, so that the struggle for the free—
ddm'of the press became an integral part of fhe liberation movement.
The Indian nationalist movement always agitated againsf the
increasing repressive measures of the goverﬁment to muzzle the

nationalist press. Without the press, all-India conferences of
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nationalist organizations were difficult to prepare and organize.
For instance, it was te Gandhi's Harijan that the Congress and
its supporters turned to for directives to conduct their politi-
cal activities during the great mass movement of 1942-44. With
thefextraordihary situation arising“ont of the "Quit India®
campaign launched on August 8, 1942, the government adopfed a
.plan of rigid control over fublicétioﬁ of Indian news. Gandhi
closed down the Harijan in protest against the government's ban-
ning of reports on the campaign in the pfess; Throughout the
period Gandhi objected to the censorship, the arrest and deten-
tion of working journalists and pre~censorship of messages. And
~at the same time he constantly reminded the press of its res-
ponsibilities to the people in a natienal struggle:

The Press should discharge its obligations and

duties freely and fearlessly and not allow itself

to be cowed down or bribed by Government., Let the

Press be ready to be closed down rather than allow

itgelf to be misused by the authorities; and then

to be prepared to sacrifice their buildings, machi-

nery and big establishment,..lLet it not sacrifice
'its self-respect and submit to humiliation,33

Press éan advance the cause of India's freedom
~Document 52, Theme 145 '

"-The newspaper must be resumed to disseminate

‘my views on national matters

~Document 1, Theme 2

33M.K. Gandhi, The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi. The
Publications Division, iinistry of Information, The
Government of India, Delhi, 1958, p.203
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Harl]an may hbe suppressed by the Brltlsh but
my ideas cannot

~Document 34, Theme 94

The press must carry a sustained agitation
against violence of the British

-Document 10, Theme 30

Indian press will help win the national cause
~Document 39, Theme 110

Mao iacgd a different situation. For one thing, he had ﬁo
recourse to free.press or f:eedom of movement under thé Ku&minw
tang regimé. Acéording to Mao, "people have no: leglslatlve
 body tormake use of, nor. legal rlght to organlse the workers
L fd strike“Bé Therefore, Mao had no other choice but to turn to
party organization aqa mass organizations as the main form of
communication, He ceriainly used the press as much as he could
as a supplementary instrument in organizing party and non-party
brganizations. It was the organizatioﬁélrweapon he had to turn
- to as a_wéy to communicafe,to the masses:

Launch a broad mass campalgn to facllltate
struggle against the enemy

~Document 10, Theme 71
A centralised, united Party permits mobiliza-
tion of the masses

=Document 8, Theme 57
It is through a united Party that we can
achieve our goal of liberation

~Document 7, Theme 47

Gandhi, as pointed out earlier, had a unique relationship with

34"Pr0b1ems of War and Strategy," Selected Works, II, 1954, p,267
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the Congress, Although he dominated the party for nearly
thirty.years, he was mot even a member of the Congress since
1934 when he resigned from the party. Nehru called him "per-
manent superupresidént“ as no major decision could be made
without consulting Gandhi, Furthermore, the Congress Party was
a loosely knit organization resembling a platform of national
interests rather than a close-knit organization like that of
the Chinese Communist Party. This enabled Gandhi to act as an
independent'ageﬁt whenever he felt the Congress Party was not
._readyrto gsupport his actions:

Gandhi was not highly dependent on the party,

" for he could often establish contact with the

broad mass of the people without the interven-—

tion of any organization, Because he attached

a high importance to symbolic acts, and because

newspaper coverage insured that his own symbolic

acts would be widely reported..., 3>
In other words, Gaﬁdhi and ¥ao made the fullest use of press
whenever they could and }hen thej counter-balanced their weak-
nesses by going all out on organizational channels of communi-
cations to mobilize people, They could not communicate with the
masses through anything but detailed, intimate organizations of

various types, and through symbolic action expréssing fully |

their identification with the masses.

Briefly then, in talking to their immediate followers

35E. Victor Wolfenstein, The Revolutionary Personality: Lenin,
Trotsky, tiandhi, Princeton University Press, 1967, p.217
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both Gandhi and Mao - each in his own way — stiressed the impor-
"tance of multiple channels of communication in de&eiOping'a.'

‘broader based leadership upon which the success of their move-

ment depended,
Summary

These themes of Gandhi and lao help illustrate the
essential elements of mass line_gbmmunication,Vthat_is, tﬁe_non~
elitist guiding principle oﬁ relétions bétﬁéen leadefs and fol-
lbwéfs. The.illustratiens were 1imited £0 the 'Quit india'
movement in India and the 'Rectification' ﬁovement in China
'during 1942-%% which directed attention.to the critical phases
of national-St;uggle. Other periods might'hafe revealed dif-
.ferenf facets of Gandhi's and Mao;s mességés. In the anaifsis
.of the four sets of themes on conditiﬁﬁs of crisiéé géal,values,
leadership sfyle, and channels of communication, the reiatiqn—_
_ship between these themes and fhe concept of mass line is not
directly evident or explicitly stated; nonetheless they are

closely related.

Wha£ is really focussed on in this content apalysis is
the style of leaderéhip that may carry.férward a broad, popular
movement of development with main emphasis on tﬁe full partici-
pation of the masées. The analysis of Gandhi's and Mao's
themes 6f 1942—44 périod suggests that both draw attention te

this aspect of their movemenit. Nonethelesgs, there were
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significant aifferences as suggested:by tﬁéir allecation of
atténfion to certain themes. In Figure 2, “Unique_énd Common
_Tﬁémes"in Gandhi—Mao-Mességes:-1942544“, (pagé.127) one of the.
obvious differénces that have béen brought out is that Gandhi 
.', focuésed on the.press while Mao paid_gréater.atténtion.to party

and mass organisations.

While the themes on channels 6f commuuication'deal:dired—
tly with a vital aspect of communication during the twa libera-
tion.movements, in the cése of the other themes, the connection_:
with communication is indirect and less obvious. The task of
 Chapter IV is to draw upon all four sets of themes, as well as
._other histo;ical matter, in an effort to make explicit Gandhi's
and Mao's communication.theories, which, are implicit_through—.

out their writings.
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FIGURE - 2

Unique and Common Themes in Gandhi-lao Messages: 1042-104%
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CHAPTER IV

COMMUNICATION THEORIES OF MAO AND GANDHI

With all the attention to Gandhi and iao as leaders of
the.two largest.mass movements.of.the 20th century, it has
rarely been point;d out that to an.important extent each of them
came to positions of power in their countries because of their
remarkable ﬁastery of.communication.techniques._ Their_writings
" have until now never been exémined iﬁ terms of cbmmunicatioﬁ
theory and practice. We do not.yet know the extent to which
Gandhi and Mao were aware of the éommunicétion process they were
engaged in and in what terms they were thinking of coﬁmunica—.

tion Strategy or tactics,

In the case of Mao, the "mass line"‘thecry ﬁéy be treq—
ted as a manifestation of his concern with éommunication§ and
among China specialists this has been anroccasional subject for
discussion, On examination, ho#ever, it tufns out that Gandhi
also.ﬁad-much to séy or write on communication. While he never
took the trouble of pulling all his thoughté oa the subjec£
together in a single article or sgpeech, the elements of a
Gandhi theory of communication may be put together by a carefui

investigation of his writings.

-This-chapter”will.therefore examine Mao's and Gandhi's

writings during the twe !iberation movements in terms of
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-cémmunication, iith tﬁe concepi of mass_liﬁe as the ceﬁtrél
element, With the:historicéi analysis.of'the two movements
(Chaptér iI) in wﬁicﬂ'théy were involved as evidence from ﬁhe
field of action; and wiﬁh the quantitative and qualitative
‘analysis of the major themes in.their récorded méssages during
eritical phases’of the movepenté (Chapter III), it is now
possible ‘to thread one's way through Gandhi's and Mao'é writ-
ings in search df ﬁheir ideas-on comﬁﬁnication befween 1eéders

and the masses,

Their-most éxplicit ideaé.on communication, as expres-—
sed during the crifical 194244 period? have already been set
forth in the previous chapter. But as one séarches further,
one finds a wealth of ideas ﬁét enly on communication channels

lbut also on other aspects of communication that may often be
" more fundamental, although less obvious; and that may, in facf,.
‘determine how cémmunication channeiS-are selected or used,

Many of_these.relate to leadersﬁip gstyles of commuﬁication and
the role of leaders in conveying to their followers a sense of
commitment to specific goal valﬁes that may sérve as beaéqns

for escaping conditions of perceived crisis,

" In countries like India and‘China, no effort couid have '
gone beyond abstract intellectual discussionm without finding
ways of actually talking to the masses. On the other hand, no

communication strategy can be divorced from the substance of
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[

' what.is.being communicated; abﬁve.all, the stiategy-for orga-—
nizing mass action, .Therefore, in discﬁssing Gandhi and Mao
tﬁis Chapter begins ﬁ& restating more fofmally than in previous
chapters the general.sirategy of each of the two leaders and
then proceéds to the communication theofies,'botﬁ expliecit and '

implicit,.that weré an.inhe;ent part of their strategy.

Neither fheir explicit nor their tacit ideas on commu-
nication can be regarded aé isolated or gi hoc improvisatiens,
They all seem to hang togethef —— even though neither Ganihi
nor Mao efer deemed it necessary to briﬁg ﬁhem together in a
.separate package called “cbmmﬁnibation.theory." Gne_might'well
imagine.that if eithér of them had-heen canfrbnfed with this

interpretation, he might have-an5wered, in words comparable to

those used in Moliere's Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme: “Faith, for
more than forty years I have been speaking communication thebry

without knowing it!“l

For boih Gandhi and Mao; ideological leadership provided
- the strategic norms that shaped their ideas on communication.
In Mao's case, however, the "mass line" doctrine provided the

link between general theories om social revolution and specific

1For this insight, which may well relate ito the writings of other
national leaders as well as to Gandhi and Mao, the imvestigator
is indebted to Professor Robert Lewis Shayon of the Annenberg
School of Communications, Universiiy of Pennsylvania. In Mol-
iere's famous play: "Faith, for more than forty vears I have
been speaking prose without knowing it, I am infinitely grate-
ful to you for telling me so." '
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theories oﬁ hbw leaders can.best communicate with the led., Since
this doctrine, explicitly'set forth.by Mao, haé many_iess éxplicit
paréllelé in the messagés of Gandﬁi, the analysis will start with
.Mdo.first and then proceed to Gandhi. In each case, as mentioned
éarlier, it is necessary to precede the formulation of their com-—
munication theories with a brief review of what is geﬁerally known

concerning their general theoretical positions.
Mao: Marxism and the "Mass Line"

Mao, of course, was very explicit about the faect that
he was writing and speaking theory, Marxist{ theory. Of all
national leaders in the Marxist tradition,_he went the fﬁrthest
in étressing the unity of theory and practice.' ﬁithout theory,
he repeated again and again, there could be no successful revo-
lution. Without testing theory in the-laboratory of social
action, and distinguished from thg scientifie laboratory, this
kind of theory could not be valid, With this oriemtation, he
became over the years a major innﬁvator in Marxist theory, accept-
ing received Marxist doctrine up to a certain point but then
extending it and changing if in . a way.that proved disconcerting,
to say the very least, for doctrinaire Marxisté in other coun-

tries,

Mao's version of Marxiam

Mao's movement was directed toward building a unified
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~ party committed to common ideéé and goals.-_it-was Marxist to
be sure, buf thé emphasis was on creative adaptatiﬁn_to the
uniqué problems and déed 6f a éocialist-revolution in China,
 Mao.and_his associates found they could not rely on the Soviet
experience; {and in a sense, évery successful socialist mové—
mept has had to innovate, as in the dase_of Cuba or Yugoslavia)
and therefore, emphasized the Sinification of Marxism, which
meant that ideology be studied in the context of Chinese expe-
riénce. "Mao called for "an end to writing eight-legged éssays
_on fdreign models.“2 The value.of.thepry to Mao could onlf be

in its application to the Chinese environment.

The purpose here is not to discuss lao's relations wi£h
the Soviet TUnion or even to attempt a formal comparison hetween
- Maoism and.Leniniém. Although these are related subjects, the
-focus of this study is on Mao's commﬁniéation with the illite-
rate masses, the aim of which was fo maké Larxism intelligible
and ﬁeaningful and provide a guide for action., Mao repeatedly

3

stated "Marxism is not a dogma bui a guide to action”,

Mao believed that no political party could possibly

lead a liberation movement teo victory unless it possessed

2"0n the New Stage,"™ translated in Schram The Polltlcal

Thought of Mao Tse—tung, pp.113-114

3"On Practice," Selected Works, Vol, 1, p.282




132

revolutionary theory and a knowledge of history and had a
rrofound grasp of the practigal_aspecté of mass movements.

Mao maintained that such a party is that which is based on the
Marxist-Leninist theory and style which can lead the working
class and the broad masses of the people to ﬁiCtory. The pro-
cess of applying Marxism-Leninism to the revolutionary situa-
tion in China involved modification and adaptation but the

fundamental concept of revolution remained intact.

Mao's idea of a liberation movement is based on his
theory of "uninterrupted revolution'". As early as 1937, he
wfote, "We advocate the theory of the continuous development
of revolution, of the continuous development of a democractic
revolution into a socialist revolution".4 To put it simply,
the theory of uninterrupted revolution maintains that the libe-
ration process continugs to unfold from beginning to end. In
other words, the movement follows the "general law of history”
and passes through a series of identifiable phases. The point
is that the various stages of movement (including the bourgeois-
democratic and the proletarian-socialist) can only be divided
conceptually; they form the whele of a single preocess. The
principal dynamics of revolutionary deﬁelopment, Mao maintained,
consist of a united front, the army, and tﬁe“Party. These for

him, are the three "magic weapons'" of the Chinese revolution.

A"Win the Masses in Their Millions for the Anti-Japanese

National United Front", Selected Works, Vel. 1, p. 278.
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To grasp the conditions under whicﬁ revolutionary
'sfruggle_is tﬁ be copducﬁed at a.given fime, Mao points out,
revolutiohary lgadership must'undértake extensive analyses of
class contrédiction_in'society. The burposé of élass analysis
is té enable revolutionaries tb make the necessary, crucial
distinctibn.betwegn-the ﬁpeople":and the “enémy“ at any given
pdint in time. The=intefrelationships and interaction éf
various claéses.determine the néture apd direction of the reve-

lutionary movement,

The terms "people® and "enemy" have histbrical and’
deveiopmental.donhotatiops, their qohtent chénging with the
cﬁanging phases of the revolutionary'movémeﬂt. in generai;
"people® is defined as all "progresgsive" soéial forces that at
‘any given moment support the proiétériat in its quest for power;
.they form, at that point{ the "moti?e forces" of revolution,

The “ehemy“, by contrast, contains all "reacfionary" classes
against which the revolution'aims; they aré, at any given point,

5

the "targeis"™ of revolution,

The revolutionary party brings political enlightenment
not dnly to the proletariat_but to the masses of the people as
a whole (includigg_thé peaséntry an&]ﬁeqlightened" segmentSIOf
- the bourgecisie}, The masses are viewed as the “realrheroes"

and the "makers of history", The revolutionary guides. the

5"Ana1ysis of the Classes in Chinese Society", Selected Works,
Vol, 1, pp.13-20
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the'masses_anﬂ is the most decisive factor in fanning their
'revolutionaryuenthusiasm,,without which the party cannot lead

the liberation movement to vietory.

The central task, said Mao, is to mobilize the masses
sé as to overthrow imperialism. But mobilizing the masses alene
. is not sufficient. The Party must also attend to the living
conditions of the masses to make them realize tﬁat "we repre-—
.sent their interests, that our life and_fheirs are intimately

interwoven®.

Mao maintained that the pafty must operate not only as
spokesman of the "majority" of the worker énd the peasant masses,
but that it.must also "educate" thé.masses and "penetrate" into
the_workers and_peasants and exercise direct political leader-
gship over them:

Do we want to win the support of the masses? Do we
want to devote all their efforts to the war froat?

If we do, we must go among the masses; arouse them to
activity; concern ourselves with their weal and woe;
and work earnestly and sincerely in their interests

and solve their problems of salt, rice, sheiter, c¢cloth-
ing and childbirth, in short, all their problems, If
we do so, the broad masses will certainly give us
support and regard the revolution as their very iife
and their most glorious banner...,The masses, the
millions upon miilions of the masses who sincerely

and earnestly support the reveliution...are a wall of
bronze and iron which no force can ever oreak, abpsolu-
tely none. The counter-revoiutionary forces can never
break us, but we shall break them. By rallying millions

6

"Take Care of the Living Conditions of the Masses and attend
to the Methods of Work", Selected Works, Veol,1, p,149




135

upon nillions of the masses round the revoiutionary
government and by expanding the revolutionary war,
we shall be avle to wipe out any counter-revoiution
and take over the whole of China,? '

Marxism-Leninism was thererore to proviue Cnina with a
consistent ideoliogy ovf national political power based on a

thoroughgoing, reciprncal relationship between leaders and led.

Mao's insistence that Marxism-leninism be fused with
'specific historical conditions and given “a uerinite umational
torm® before it is put into practice led to three funaamental

conanges in coaducting the Uhinese liberations movement:

(1) Peasantry-based Party. This was necessitateu oy

vhiang Kai-shek's break with the Communists in 1927 when the
"latter were driven from the cities and confinea to the inland
hills, Land-locked and constantly'undér giege from without,
the Communists nad so choice but to turn to the peasant for
support.8 Lo the “Hepurt of an investigation into the Peasant
Movement in Hunan," Mao said in 1927:

"The erroneous measures taken by the revoiutionary
authorivics conecerning the peasant movement must be
speedily coangea. wunliy thus can any good pe done
for the future of the revolution. ror the rise of

the present peasani movement 18 a coiossal event,
in & very short time, in China's central, southern

7"Ua.re of Living Conditions of the Masses", velected iorks,
voi., 1, p.150 '

8Franz Schurmann and Urvilie Scheii, siepublican unina,
vintage Books, New York; 1907, pp.173-174




136

"and northern provinces, several hundred million pea-
sants will rise iike a tornade or tempest, a force szo
extraordinarily swifi{ and violent that no power,
bowever great, wilil ve able to suppress it."9
It was from the ranks of the common peasants that mao
buiit the 1irst dew Army. wuring the years of struggle in
‘Chingkang-shan and alterward, Mao pau Open.y Ie¢OgniZeu a COM—

" mon bond between revolutionaries and secvret societies and other -
armed outlaw organizations. He had consistently solicited the
support of such groups ucspite criticisms from the party

., .0 . R ‘s ; .
hierarciy, I'nis reirected in part nis iventification with
the ancient traditiom of here banaitry, in part nis populisw
sense of their revoiutionary potential. Mao asserteu that
their character could be changcu by intensive political educa-
tion once they had joined the Hed army. reasants, soiuiers,
and even the bourgeoisie could transcend their class pvack—
ground tinrough euucation and revolutionary process. wvemocracy

in the army, mao belicevea, was an "important weapon" tor ensur-

ing Loyaity to the Conmunisty cause, as it gave the soliders a
 sense of “spiritual liberation® that was aogsent in the Kuomin-

tang armies.

_95e1ected Works; vol. 1, pp.21-22
10

mark Selden, The Yenan Way, Harvara UniversityiPress,
Cambriuge, sassachusetts, 1971, p.104

-11"The struggle in the_Cnlnguang Mountains", Selected Works,
Vol,1, p.83 ' '
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'(2) ‘Alliapces. In China the urban froletari;t'cléés
was exceedingiy small; Mao put itﬁat.a mere two miliidn peaple
asllate as 1926.12 Therefore, the prolétariat could not lead
& libefation movement oﬁ'its own stgéugth'alopg;.it had to
" rely on all other classes, forces, and groups that might, for
wvhatever reason, éupport its cause.  The transition to a united
front policy was a complex:and'cﬁallenging taék-for Mao.
Throughout 1936, conflicting poelicy lines coexisted within the
Chinese Communist Party. FEventually, under Mao's leadership
the pdrty energed as the mos£ effective spokesman for patriotic
. sentiment at a time of mounting concern aboutiJapanese incur-
.sjons in China, This 1éd't0 a military detente with the warlord
~ and Kuomintang afmieé'which had been directly'threatening the
.rural base areas of the communists; and:ﬁrompted significént
sﬁpport amaﬁg middle school én& college students, thousands of
whom flocked to Yenan, Cbmmunist appeals provided a fécus for
nationwide pressufe to end the Civil War; and paved the way for
‘the Second United_Fr0n£ under Mao's ieaderéhip. From this time

on, the publiec pronouncemenfs of the Chinese Communist Farty

12"Analysis of the Classes in Chinese Society",
- Selected Works, Vel.1, pp.13-20
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~ always included emotional and nationalistic appeals for total

13

mobilization against Japan.

' (3) Protracted warfare. Mao maintained that since the
eﬂemy is.superidr in power, the war would bé pfotracted, under- -
going.(from the standpoint of the revdlutiongries) £hree stages
of development: "strategic defence," "strdtegic stalematé," and
“strategic counter-offensive." Because the revolutionafies were
wéak, Mao said, they were_bound to lose ground in the initial
‘phases of the conflict. ueanwhlle it was ﬁgcessary to deveiop
over a vast territory a war of maneuver tb.harass the enemy and
~ undermine his effectiveness andrmorale. This reguired ﬁass poli--
tical mobilization, a.ﬁnited frbnt,of "ﬁhe whole people", and |
'the development of peésant guerrilla warfare on a national
scale, Having attained sufficient strength, the revolutionarieé
would then launch a counteroffensive to'desfroy thé enemy, The

overall strategy was summed up in the fqliowihg terms:

+...we should resolutely fight a decisive engagement in
‘every campaign or battle in which we are sure of victory;
we should avoid a decisive engagement in every campaign
or battle in which we are not sure of victory; and we

should absolutely avoid a strategically decisive enga- 14

gement on which the fate of the whole nation is staked.

13For instance, see "The Ten Great Policies of the (inese Communist
Party for Anti-Japanese Resistance and National Salvation," in
A Documentary listory of Chinese Communism, Brandt, Conrad,
.Benjamin Schwartz, and John i, Fairbanks, Cambridge, Nass.:
Harvard University Press, 1952, pp.242-245, and the manifesto
of the Chinese Communist Farty Central Committee following the
Lukouchiao Incident of July 7, 1937, quoted in Mao Selected
Works, II, pp.57-58 S

"On Protracted War®, Selected Works, II, p.180

14
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: Furthermore; Mao maintained that there couid be no delimi-
tétion, no paftitibn.betﬁeen variéus férms of'siruggle like mili;
tary action, politicai.an&.economic agrarian policies in-the
Chinese liberation movement. In otﬁer words, the aim.of the
Chinese Communist Party was nbt'only to win a war of liberation
against Japan,.bgt also.to promote.social and pelitical movement
on a country-wide scale, and above all, to take power. To keep
the geographical sprawl united through_ideology and organization,
mass strugglé_on ali fronts and in variouns forms had fo'be carried

out,

_Building the Party'organizétion on a mass base waé a task
_fundamental to tﬁe nationai struggle. This was acc6ﬁb1ished by
fuging the Party and Red Army into a twin synthesis, but with tﬁe
Party.in ideological.controi. It was through the Red Army,.carry—
ing out the policies of the Party, that the agrarian révolution,
‘essential for the support of the masses, could develop, This . com-
- plex triple reiationship of maéses—Party~Army is the baéis of Mao's

forms of struggle,

Ma§ ﬁaintainéd that.the Red Army was not only-a militﬁry
instrument but aﬁove all a political form of propaganda, agitation,
promoting land reform énd peasant struggle} educating the péople and
leading them to establish their own associations,-to take.power
from the landlords, The Red Army therefore &as the best traiging.
ground for Party cadres, Siqce armed struggle.was thé dominant mode

of the liberation movement.
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Basically, the forms of gtruggle were hfoadly divi&ed among
four types of organizations, ThéSe.were the.govefnment ("soviets"),
the Chinese Communist ?arty, the army, #nd the mass organizatioﬁs.
‘Their stfuggles.were coordinated through'fbrmal'apd informal-
chanﬁels of communication tﬁat inéluded joint meetings,'mntual

15

campaigns and interlocking leadership.

The mode of strugg1e had two kej elements: one,_stfuggle
teward ra£i0nalizedrhierarchy énd centrélized organization, thé.
other toward reliance on.fhe force generated by an aroused pea-
santry through land revolution and guerfilla.warfare. In 1942,
for the.first.tiﬁe; ecbnomic dévelopment and social change in the
base areas became the key.modé of struggle. The implication of
this elemént'of'communication is that there isrléss need for.thg'
use of overt party power. In facf, the party controlé by ieadiﬁg
and the masses "control" by participating, and this.is on the
'assumptioﬁ that the "vanguard“_qanﬁdt have interests differihg
from thosg of the masses. .The approaqh emphasizes.direct,.open

channels of communication to the lowest levels of information.
"Mass Line"

Older forms of Marxism, as developed in other.countries,

would have broken down through communicafion_failures, leaving

15Mark Seldon, The Yenan Way. Harvard University Preés;'1972,
p.140 :
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Maﬁ's groﬁp as a powerless sect, Hgéce, Mao develﬁpeﬁ not'only'
“a relevant ideology but.also'a mass-liné coﬁmunication &qctrine.
Mao appears to be the first Chinese 1eade¥ {Gandhi was the first
Indian) to-devel@pra mass-commuﬁication approach ?ased_nof on
autho}ity:but on the reciprocal relétionship be#ween political
'leadérs and the general Chinese popuiati§n. He maintained that.
the.leaders should not cfeate artifici#l and psychologiéallbaru
riers in thought 6r-behayi0r_tha£ would ;ut'them off from the
_revdlutioﬁary "mass base".' The COngept_of the "mass line" there—._
fore.seéms.tb be direct response to.thé traditional weak 1inkage 
beiween 1eadefs and led, Iﬁ other words, the function of mass

line was to avoid "ecutting oneself off from the masses”.

The aspects of Mao's communication that concern us most
are his general ideology of.maSS participation and his concep-
tion of the mass line as a style'of.communication. Though the

~ formal mass line concept_includeg other matters, nass line commu-
nication is perhaps the most important idea in terms of a national
liberation movement, for it determines the relationship between

the leader and the led, and it determines how the people will

participate in the national struggle.

Mao's ideology and the modes of communication that he
used can be comprehended within the framework of a series of
.questions,_all bearing on mass line communication. These include:

(a) What communication approach wiil encourage the widest
possible mass participation in liberation movement?
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(2)  What is the correct style to achieve a synthesis
of Party leadership and mass action?

(3)  How should one channel this activity inte directions
that support national goals?

These questions combine to make the "mass line" a ﬁnifying theme

in the communication theory of Mao.

In 1938, Méo compared the difference between a style of
approach which would gain popular.suppor{ and one which would
.turn away such Support; He argued.that “such'things as selfish*
ness and self—interest;.inactifeness and negligence in work, éor—‘
ruption,.degenefation and vainglory are most_contemptible; while
the spirit of impartiality, of active and bard work, of self-
denial in the.interest.of fhe public and of complete absorbtion
in arduous work, commands respéct‘l16 The most effective style;
therefore, to mébilize the masses aﬁd create an atmosphere of
popular comﬁitment is the mass line reflecfing service,:reép0n¥

sibility, consultation, and common sacrifice.

Direct contact with masses. The mas's line places parti-

cular emphasis on the points of direct contact between the masses
and leaders in order that supervision and guidance may be simple
aﬁd meaningful. Such an approach calls fer a high degree of

alert response to developments within the masses and at the level

of actual wopk.

16"The role of the Chinese Communlst Party in the National War",
Selected Works, II, p.247
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The_leader éims through the mass line not only to-“glevate
tﬁé igvel'of consciousness of the masses"” buf also his own.by
imbibing "the opinions and experiences of the massés". .Mao_for—
maiized the.mass'line method as a general guide to ‘action in

these words:

In all practical work of the Party, correct leadership can
only be developed on the principle of "from the masses, to
the masses"., This means summing up (i.e., co-ordinating
‘and systematising after careful study) the views of the
masses (i.,e,, views scattered and unsystematic), then
taking the resulting ideas back to the masses, explain-
ing and popularising them until the masses embrace the
ideas as their own, stand up for them and translate them
into action by way of correcting and testing their correct-
ness, And this is to be repeated over and over again, so
that each time these ideas emerge with greater correct-
ness and become more vital and meaningful , 17 '

Stages of "from the masses, to the masses”, The process

from fhe masses to the party éenter and back émphasizes flexibi-
lity and participation under general guidancé, on the one hand,
and supervision and céntfélized authority.(democratic centralism),
on the'dther.. This process,.however;.océurs within a well-
conceived flexible framework which has four prégressive stages:18
(a) Peréegtion: In this first stage, the cadres operate

within the worker-peasant masses, studying their "scattered and

unsystematic views" and knowledge in order to identify problems,

17“0n Methods of Leadership”, Selected Wofks, Vol.IV, pp.111-117
18_ . |

John Wilson Lewis, Leadership in Communist China. Cornell
University Press, New York: 1963, p.72
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to coofdinate-views and knowledge, and to determine areas of

sfrength and weakness for party'opéraiion.-

' (b) Summarization: Then in the second stage, the cadres

"sum up tested and scattered views and information into'reports;

{c) Authorization:. In the third stage, the highest com-

mittee responsible for the area covered by the reports receives
the cadre reports with commenis from lower echelons and if neces-

" sary issues authoritative directives or instructions.

- {a) Implementatioh:_ In this stage, these general direc-

tives are then sent back through the apparatus to be explained
and p0pu1arized.among the masses "until the masses embrace the
ideas as their oﬁn, stand up for them and translate them into

‘action by way of testing their correctness”.

. This process is continuous in which everyone participates,
from the leading cadres right down tb.the common worker and
. peasant. The general flow of the process emphasizes direct com-
munication and flexibility in making mddificationé according to
.actual needs of the situati;n. The cadre is to ﬁe_a pﬁpilrfirst,
theﬁ a teacher, and is not.to pretend to be knowledgeable without
concrete study. Mao's siegan was “withﬁyt,iniestigation no
right to spgak."_The mass line stipulétes that cadres.must adjust
to sudden changes by reappraiéing their owﬁ knowledge in the.

light of the new situation.
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.The princip&liobstaﬁleé-ér barriers to mass 1ine ¢ommu-
nication were:séen.by Eaﬂ'to be "taiiiém",_defined as the
erroneous practice of blindly fﬁllpwing.untutored.popular demands;
“commandisﬁ", “isolationism“,'ébureanbrafiém“, aﬂd."warlordism", |
were forms of practice teco fér_removed f¥om the people, *"Com- |
mahdiém".énd “bureaucrqtism", the moétzserious barriers, are
phenoﬁena cﬁmmon to officious, afrogént'bureaucrats, while "iso-
lationisﬁ" is.the failure to enlist the participation of nonparty
people, or, as Mao put it -in 1938,:“to'think that only we ouf; 
 501ves are good and everyone eisé is of no.use";lg "Warlordism"
- was a serious problem in the People's Liberation Army duriﬁg the
civil wér; other critical civil "sins" were "sectarianism",
which created prﬁbleﬁs ;f unity énd solidafity within the_pérty
and masses, and "suhjectivisﬁ“, an attitude divorced from objécf
'tive'reality,20 .Mao included the "right" and "left" approach
.also as barriers to mass line comﬁunication. The "right" erred
by regarding the liberation moveﬁent-as an exc}usiveiy party-
military affgir and opposed its "socialization" througﬁ Mao's
united~front policiés; the "left" pushed £he "sociaiization" com-

ponent to its limits thus alienating some sections of the populace,

In the revolutionary environment of the civil war, the

mass line evolved naturally in responsé to the demands of war-time

19"The Role 'of the Chinese Communist Party Party in the National
War", Selected Works, Vol,II, p.247 '

20Mao's earliest ideas on subjectivism are found in "On Rectifica-

tion of Incorrect Ideas in the Party", Dec., 1929, Selected
Works, I, p.112 '
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~events, Only after prolonged immersien in these events did Mao
abstract the general principles and rationalize'an.operational_

code for the mass line method.

It was during the "low ebb" period in the hi‘story of the
Iiberétion movemént in 1927—1930 that Mad developed.the "demo~
cratic,.mass 1ine;.in response to_the.desperate military posi-
tion of the party and the Red Army, Befween 1930 and 1949, com-
munication procedures were détailed, organizatiqns_Were created,
_and methods of:implementing policy.were acquired. During the
rectification campaign of 1942~194§, the mass line method became

the operational code necessary to gain support of the masses.

The Japanese aggression--particularly after their full-
scale 1937 invasion -- made Mao's.masé line approach nationally
relevant and.popular. According to Mao, it integrated "the
activities of the Red Army with all the activities of the workers,
peasants, students, fhe fetty bourgeoisie and the national bour-

geoisie of the whole country".21

In mainitaining a correct mass 1ine approach, "from the
masses, to the masses”, it is necessafy to establish close con—.
tact “nof only between the Party and the masses outside the Party
(tﬁe cléss and the people), but first.of,all between the leading

bodies of the Party and the masses within the Party (the cadre

21"On the Tactics of Fighting Japanese Imper1allsm“,
Selected Works, I, p.163 -
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and the membership)".  The principle of the party's organizational
unity is democratic centralism, which may serve as the model for

relationships between the party and the Chinese people (ﬁass

line).22

Organizati?nal éoﬁmunication barriers within the party,
such és suﬂjectivism, formalism, doctrinarism aﬁd empiricism,
etc.,'challenged correct mass line communicatien. In.the main,
Mao linked the femoval'qf communication barriers to the central
role of communicatioa in the organizationai life of therparty.

Communication aims to educaﬁe the Party and those who.have made
mistakes. In other words, the main channels of communication

are education and party struggle, which are gloseiy linked.

.There are.inherent contradictions witﬁin'the pariy owing to the
présence of ideological contradictions which must be continuously
"gynthesized" through struggle and.reinforced by a "united, iron_

discipline”,

Despite the appearancé of contradiction, however, mis-
taken democracy {"individualism", "tailism", "adventurism") and
excessive centralism ("6ommandism“, "bureaucratism", "warlordism")
" reflect basic ideological barrieré, according to Mao, arising from
claés contradictions outside the party, rather than contradictions
within party érganization. In tfying to identify the areas of

tension and common expectation linking leader and led, Mao saw

22John Wilson Lewis, op. cit, p.18&.
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the need for maklng conflict an 1ntegra1 part of the political
process, In his theoretlcal essay "On Contradlctlon," Mao states
thét the.res01ut1on of contradlctlon through mediated forms of
social conflict provides the dynamic element to-sbcial change,
"Materialist dialectics coﬁéidefs externél_causes.to be the con-
dition of change and internal céuses fo be the basis of change,

23

external causes becoming operative through internal causes”.

"Criticism—self-criticism".  This was to resolve non-—

antagonistid contradictions (whichrcan be resolved without vio-
lence) and to activate the new relationships. The formula of
"unity-criticism-unity" was worked out during the Rectification

Movement of 1942,

Small groups for study and production were established by
party cadres in which new types of intimate relat1onsh1ps were
cultivated to replace the former family tles; The small size of
these groups permitted the development of reciprocal obligations
.in general agreement with traditional schemes., Under party
supervision, these ebligations weré nurtured and then closeiy
examined and criticized in order to bring them into conformity
with the requirements of the collectivity and party leadership.
At the same time,,"criticism—self—criticisﬁ" made possible for.
lower—-echelon party members to come forward with their own

grievances and suggestions, and thus tended to institutionalize

23

Selected Works, Vol, II, p.16
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" econflict in a creative way;_ There has been a constant tension
between the desires of some to see all conflict ended and the
impulse in others which makes the release of aggression exceed

the limits of ordered institutioaal.political combat.

Briefly, the whole process aims at "socialization", that
is, "io increase political consciousness, to explain secial
policies, to teach specific techniques, or even to raise the

cultural level of the public.fzk

By_consﬁantly'applyipg'criticism and éelf—criticism_tﬁ
'femove barriers_from préper ideological.practice, ideai ;ommuni;
cation relationships of the mass line are created inxfhe organiza-
tional life of the party. 1In correcting mistakeé, criticiém and
self-criticism become unifying forces. Party membérs are thus
educated to participate “déﬁocratically“ in the process of comu-
nication so that they can distinguish "iight-from wrong;" elimi-
nate wrong attitudes, aﬁd.improve.léadership's qoﬁmunication'
style., In other words, methods of discussion, of criticism, of
pérsuasioh and education are used to settle controversial issues,
Briefly then, Mao's communiéation theory aims to integrate'thréugh
critical interQPersonal processes and active participation not

only "vertically™ the different leveis_of the political system

but more significantly the relations among his closest associates

24

Victor Li "Introductien”, Allyn and Adele Rickett, Prisoners
of Liberation. Anchor Press, Doubleday Garden City,
New York: 1973 : : : .




150
in tﬁe Party's leading bodies,

Self-criticism.meant complete confession and symbolized
allegiance to Mao's values.. The psychological effect of public
" confession as an organizational device was a major tool of the

Rectification Campaign of 1942,

Summary

The most decisive element of Mao's communication theory
is the concept of Marxism-leninism as applied to the "colonial,
semi~colonial, and semifeudal" country of China. The underlying

25

principle is Marxism's "categorical demand" in approaching
social problems that theory be integrated with the actual circum-—

stances,

Mao's most characteristic communication practice was to
initiate and promote a close relationship between the leaders and
the masses so as to arouse active participation and support of .

-the people,

The rétionale for Mao's theofy and practice was that the
masses are the creators of history. Mao had a prefound faith in
the creative force of the people, and that is why he insisted that
 thé main task of the Chinese Communist:Pérty is_to work in closest

connection with the people., Communists must proceed "from the

25"0n the Right of Nations to Self-Determination", February, 1914
Lenin's Selected Works, IV, International Publishers, New Yerk:
1943, p.255, "Letter on Tactics", April, 1917, Ibid., VI, pp.32 .
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reai'needs ofﬁthe masses". All measures of the Party would fail

26

Such a close connectlon-w1th fhe popular masses, hbwever,
could only be achleved 1f Party functionaries had had moral cha—
racter,_wepe genulnely dedlcated, and behaved w1th modesty A
Chisese.Commﬁniét Mao.ﬁaihtéined' "should not sllght or look
down upon such -persons (backward people) but become fr;endly
towards them, ﬁnite-With'them, and persuade, and éncourage thém.to

27

go forward". To overcome communication barriers and to avoid

:becoming opinionated and domineering, the Parfy.members-must go

4

through the process of criticism-self-eriticism,

'Class'anélysié is thé fﬁundatiog_of Mao's mass line com—
munication, Class'analysis prbvi&es the pommunicatibn technique
to separafe:fhe reliable from the unreiiable, friends from enemy.
Class analysis, therefore, determines not oniy the nature of
direction of thé.movemenﬁlbﬁt also the_felation of the Communisﬁ
Party to the masses, which is the most important criterion in'difv

ferentiating that party from other partieé.

Brieflj then, the mass line communication theory of Mao

"can operate only through well-irained cadres -— having an advan-

ced ideological consciousness —- who comprehend the union of

26"The United front in Cultural Work", Selected Works, IV,

pp.225-227 : o
27“The Role of the Chlnese Communist Party in the National War",
Selected Works, II, p. 247
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refolﬁtionary-theory and revolﬁfionafy practice. The operétibnal
_ code of mass line pergits tﬁe_cadréé tb Penetrate the intiﬁate
faééﬂtofface social reiationships within the general sociéty.
Mao maintéined that the communiégtion éffectiveness of IOWef;
.levellcadfeé will bhe judgéd bf their success in educating and
organizing.thé masses, contipnuously iaising fhe level of méss.
consciousness and by the degree.of mass unity and activism,'
. In this seﬁse, mass line communication may be seen as creating a

new and ideal relationship between the leaders and the peorle.

Basicélly; there are four main éleﬁents in Yao's commu-
nicafion theory;

(1) Organization, as the nefwbrk of éoﬁﬁunication;

(2) Ideology, as the unifying céntenf of communications;

(3) Criticism, as the dynamic to overcome communication
: ~barriers; :

(%) Mass Line, as the motivating force to the national
- liberation movement. =~ . o

; Gandhi : Non-violent Liberation and Tacit "Mass Line"

In a certain sense, Gandhi was still more of an innovator
than Mao. He explicitly rejected the Marxist interpretation of
history:

The Marxist regards the mind 'a reflex of the material
environment', I cannot accept that...If I have an aware-—
ness of that living principle within me, no ome can .
fetter my mind, The body might be destroyed, the spirit
will proclaim its freedom, This to me is not a theory;
it is a fact of experience,<8 : :

28Pyare1a1, Mahatma Gandhi,.The Last Phase, Vol.2, p.137
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In 1922 Gandhi wrote, "History is more a récord of wonderful

_refolutionS'than'of so—called ordered progress."

Since Gandhi rejected Marxism he had to provide an alter-
native to it; he had to sfart from scrateh in formuiating a so-
calleﬂ “nonfviblence" ideology of national liberation to help
unite and guide.hié diverée.followeré among both the rural masses

.and the urban elites.

'...This ideglogy; although lgss explicit:than Mao's (and.
perﬁaps because if was lesé expiicit) became an immédiate'ins-
piration to the other national liberation movements throughout
Asia; the Middle East and Africa, whgre_scores of former colonies
achieved independenqe ﬁifh little or no blood—she&. It also pro-
vide& the direct inspira£ion for Martin Luther Ling and other
leaders of-fhe-"non—violent" cifil rights.movement in the Uﬁited
States. Part of its power stemmed from Gandhi's vague but rheto-
;iqally powerful visions of a socialistic and egalitarian so-
ciety; this aspect was widely adopted by the.leaders of other
independence movements., Whether they ever understood ﬁis spéciél
modes of communication -~ his tacit "mass line", if you wili -
is.anothep'matter. One thing is sure: no other leader of é "war
without violeuce“'#as ever able to develop such intimate'bqnds‘

of communication and understanding with illiterate masses,

29Young India, February, 1922
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 Gahdhi's version of liberation

Gandhi's ideology rests on two main norms, nonviolence
and ‘truth, which linked Gandhi with traditional India and united
him to the common people. Gandhi conceived of nonviqience at
‘several levels and at the ground level, as it were, it was frankiy
a political tactic. Violence for freedom would mérély stiffen -
British resistance, putting the British on grbunds ﬁhere they
felt sure of themselves, and alienate world opinion. There was
a great deal of this nonviolence from expediency, as Gandhi him- =
self said:

The English are splendidly armed; that does not

frighten me, but it is clear that, to pit ourselves

against them in arms, thousands of Indians must be

armed, If such a thing be possible, how many years

will it take?30 - -

Gandhi's non-violence, therefore, was simply the only
intelligent, realistic, ex?edieﬁt-program which he had at his dis-
posal, Also the "morality" which surrounded this policy of non--
violence was to a large degree a rationale to cloak a pragmatic
action with a desired and essential moral theme, - And so the next
aspect of non-violence was its use as.a moral method,

Non-violence does not mean meek submission to the will

of the evil-doer, but it means the pitiing of one's

whole soul against the will of the tyrant.,.And so I

am not pleading for India to practice non-violence

because she is weak. 1 want her to practice non-
“violence being conscious of her strength and pover.31l

30 K. Gandhi, Hind Swaraj. Navajivan, Akmedabad, 1938, p.50

31Ybung India, December, 1938
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Nonviolent action, to put it'differently, became not paSsivé
r931stance, but a moral pr1n01p1e taklng the 1n1tlat1ve in active
struggle, a link was forged between a means of mass struggle and

& moral preference for nonviolent means. -

At_the:third agd hiéhest level of Gandhifs'thought, norn—
fiolehce'ﬁas an inner spiritual principle. It aimed at the inner
conversion of an oppoment by the powef of love and suffering.
Expressed in a péradox%*Gaudhi's method was to contirive to be
"conétitutionally ﬁnconsfitutionqlﬁ.sQ rGandﬁi maintaiﬁed that
"a nonviolent rebillion ié not a programﬁe_of.seiéure of power.
It is a programme of tranSfofmation.of'relationship ending ina

33

peaceful transfer of power".

Briefly then, nonviolence became the'revblutionary weapon
‘of the weak against the strong in the baﬁtie,of national freedom.
The wéak must not surrendef. The weak mﬁst not obey., Instead of
inflicting suffering, the weak must invite suffering on themselvés'
and put.fhe oppressor fo shame and make his weapons as useless as
poséible. Large masses of people must act collectively, fearlessly,
and nonviolently against terrar and.injusticé{ This help give fhe
_partlclpants a sense of their own power ‘as Nehru put it, "a black

pall of fear was lifted from the people's shoulders" 34

32

Spear, op. cit,, p.363 _

33Pyérelal, {ahatma Gandhi: The last Phase: Vol.2, Navajivan,
1958, p.323 ' o

3l"BEehru, Nehru On Gandhi. The Jochn Day Company, New York: 1948,




156

indééd,‘Gandhi built his nonviolent_liﬁeration movemenf

with specificallf the "dumb milliohé" of in&ia in mind,
- We havé.been trying to act on the masses from

the commencement of our struggle, We regard

them as our mainstay, for it is they who have

to attain swaraj (freedom). It is neither the

sole concern of the monled men nor that of the

educated class 35
He believed that the tradi_ﬁonal -Ipdiaﬁ"megkne'ss and obedience
of the "lowliest of thg_low“ could bé transformed into strength
and éourage.. Gandhi's decisioﬁ to make fhe Hérijans (‘ﬁntnucha—
bles', the.lowest éasfe) and the womeﬁ his special causes was a.
_shreﬁed political attempt {0 recruit support from this otherwise
”uniobiiized groups. The only effeéfive sanction against-injus—.
ticé, Gandhi streésed, is eﬁlightehéd.public opinion._ ih.so
doing,.Gandhi reversed the ancient Indian_mééim, "As the king,
50 the.péople“;.and declared gAs the péople;.so'the king“;36

Swaraj, wﬁich was.India's poiitical slogan for freedom
and-independeﬁce, was uéed by Gandhi and particularized to mean
self-rulg, self—control. In other words, the goal of Gandhi's
-nonviolent movement was not.pnly tc'free'India from colonial rule
but also to remold or create a new man and woman. This is what_
Gandhi meant by swaraj., It literally means "self-rule" and in

its original_connotétioﬁ meant autonomy of the moral self where

gtrict contrel is exercised over the senses,

35Young India, April 20, 1921

36Pyare1al Mahatma Gandhi, The Last Phase. Navalean 1958,
Vol, 2,p 51
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" In December 1929, the Congress met at Lahore and passed

the resolution declaring that the word "Swaraj" in Article I of

37

the Congress Constitution shall mean 'Complete Independence’.
In Gandhian interpretatioh it came to mean willingqess-to suffer
~in the cause of freedom,

Whatever awakens people to a sense of their wrongs
and whatever gives them strength for disciplined °
and peaceful resistance and habituates them to cor- .
porate suffering brings us nearer Swaraj.o8

Gandhi, therefore, used swaraj to mean not only national self-
government but alsoc to mean any government respensible to the
people, and even to mean the acceptance of nonviolent noncoopera-

tion which would give the nation the sélf—confidende necessary for

39

~ exerting its will over the government.

Real swaraj will come not by the acquisition of
authority by a few but by the acquisition of the
capacity by all to resist auntherity when it is
abused. In other words, swaraj is to be attained

by educating the masses to a sense of their capacity
to regulate and control authorlty

The ideal society. towards which Gandhi worked, he des-

cribed it as sarvodaya, which literally means "uplift of all".

Based upon nonviolence it is envisaged in terms of harmonious,

37P. Sitaramayya, History of the Indian Congress. Veol.11, S, Chand &

Co., New Delhi, 1947, p.209

38Yoqgg india, Marech 8, 1928

39D.G. Tendulkhr, Mahatma. Delhi 1961, Vel.2, pp.73-74

40Yoqgg;1ndia, Jannary 29, 1925 -
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casteless,_classless.societj with equal opportunity for
Gandhi put it:

India has enough and can have enough--
if some of her sons did not cerner tihe
good things and deprive the masses eof
their due.41 :

158

ail. -As

Therefore, Gandhi's two norms, nonviolence and truth lie

~at the heart of his entire social and political ideology. With

nonviolence as the means, and truth as the common end, Gandhi

formulated his version of a nonviolent socialist soeciety. But

before such a sociéty could materialize, Gandhi believed, India

‘had first to accomplish the immediate.goal_Of freedom from foreign

control, To Gandhi, a radical change in the social and economic

order was, indeed, the meaning and essential purpose of overthrow-

ing foreign rule., Without it, indepehdence would be an emply

achievement,

BEconomic equality is the master key to nonviolent -

independence.,.A nonviolent system of government

. is clearly an impossibility so long as the wide gulf
between the rich and the hungry millions persists.
The conirast beiween the rich palaces of New Delhi
and the miserable hovels of the poor, laboring class
cannot last one day in a free India in which the poor
will enjoy the same power as the richest in the land.
A violent and bloody revolutien is-a certainty one
day unless there is a veoluntary abdication of riches,
and the power that riches give, and sharing them for
the common goor;l.-l£2 '

41
pp.160-166

J.C. Kapur "India in the Year 2000", The Futurist, August, 1974,

42Quoted by G. Myfdal in'Against the Stream. _Pantheon Books,

New York: 1972, p.237
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" Gandhi's vigsion of a nonviolent socialist society wés
based on the belief that oﬁ¢e the power.was transferred to the
masses_of the Indian peéple; these masées would assert themselves
and carry out the economic and social.revolutiOD, This Belief;
iﬁ turﬁ, was. based én the assuﬁption that-the cnloaial rule had se
suppressed the foreés fpr pfogress that.once the shackles_of

imperialism were removed, rapid transformation will begin.

Myrdal ﬁointé out that Gandhi was one of the first leaders
either in India or anywheré else in South Asia who drew public
attention to social and economic equalization, :°

Gandhi's egalitarianism became one of the links

between him and the rationalistic intellectuals

~0f Nebru's type, who, unlike Gandhi, were rela-
- tively unconcerned with religion.

Gandhi and Nehru together persuaded the Congress to declare
" at their session im Karachi in 1931 that "in order to end the
exploitation of the masses, political freedom must include real

ecqpomic freedom for the starving'millions".hh

-

For Gandhi the really significant choice did not lie bet-
" ween Capitalism'and socialisﬁ, but between centralization of power
and a system based on decentralization of authority.

Nehru wants industrialization because he thinks that
if it is socialized it would be free from the evils

“31bid p.235

Y41pid p.236
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of capitalism. My own view is that the evils are
~ inherent in industrialism; and no amount of socia-
lizatien can eradlcate them,

Gandhi's sarvodaya visibn'was based_&n_those primary
associations in which communication of hﬁman beiﬁgs ig as of per;
sén_to pérson; and industrialization was to disrupt this as little
aslﬁossible; ﬁonviolence and'centralizgd poWef were incompatible
according to Gandhi. In support of smallvscalé villagé industry,
he explained, v...millions of people can take their share in this
ﬁﬁrk and:prOgress Ean bé arithmetically measﬁred,“46 and inéisted
ﬁhat decentralization of industry "prese;ves"the purity and coﬁ—
pactness of domestic lifé, artistry and créétive talent,ias well

Ly

as_the'people's sense of freedom, ownefship and  dignity."

Therefofe, Gandhi's swadeshi (home-spun cloth, emphasiz- -
ing self-sufficiency) movement not only served an economic func-
tion in the actual supply of cloth, it also carried significant

ideological implications, Gandhi‘wrofe in Hérijan on November 30,

1934,
I bhave no paitiality for return to the primiti#e
-methods of grinding and husking for the sake of.
them, I suggest the return, because there is no
other way of giving employment to the millions of
villagers who are living in idleness.
45Dhavan, The Political Philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi;

Navajivan, Ahmedabad : 1951, p.185
40y rijan, August 18, 1940

7Dhawan, The Polltlcal Philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi,
Navajivan, Ahmedabad : 1951 p.185
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Swadeéﬁi was ﬁecessafy for economic deéentralization which
Gandhi conceived as a measure to prevent concenffation of wealth
and'ﬁower. The central effort dufing.the years of the nationa-
‘list struggle fdf swaraj lay'in fhé'propagation.of gggéi (homé—_V
spﬁnfcloth), as:Gandhi.said, “You.caﬁnot-get swaraj by mere
speeches, shpws,.proéessions, etc. .What is needéd is solid,

steédy; constructive wark;"48

It was theLCOnstrucfive'program, Gandhi believed, that
gave content ib the expectations éf rﬁral people and iﬂvifed
their active enthusiasm and participation iﬁ the libefation move-—
‘ment, In general, the program incIuded the_following.pointé:

(1) comﬁ%nal unity;r(Q)-remqval of unﬁouchability; (3) prohibi—.
tionj; (4) Khadi; (5) other Viilagé industries;“(6)iviiiage sani-
tation; (7) new edﬁcatibn; (8) aduit education; (9) uplift of
women; (10) health'educatiﬁn; (11) propagationzof natioﬁal edﬁca—

49

tion; (12) promotion of economie equality.

Amopg-these.items; the production of home-spun clﬁth was
central. In hdnd-spinning Gandhi_saw at oneé not only'the eco—
nomic soiution, but also an an3wéf.to the psychdlogicai and poli-
tical problems of the pationalist movement, |

. Khaddar has the greatest organising power in it
because it has itself to be organised and hecause
it affects all India. If Khaddar rained from heaven
it would be a calamity. But as it can only be manu-
factured by the willing co-operation of starving

ASYoung India, September 5, 1929

49Gandhi, Constructive Programme: Its Meaning and ?1ace,
-Navajivan, Ahmedabad : 1941, p,28 o
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ﬁillions.and thousands of middle claéé men and.wbmen,i
its success means the best organisation conceivable
-along peaceful lines, 30 ' :

It might be argded_that the spinning of fhread might not
do much to alter economic éonditions in the country, nonetheless,
the gxperienqe of woerking together in gfeaf ﬁasé meetiqgs gave
feople an exhilarating sense of participation {which Gandhi cails
"organlslng power") in the polltlcal process, Another action '
that gave the same feellng was maklng a honfire of fore1gn cloth
To wear for ign'clothing was sinful Gandhi argued, because it
deprlved the Indlan weaver of the right to work "1 must fefuse
to insult the naked by giving them elothes they do .mot. need

;nstead of giving them work'whlch they sorely need.™

. Briefly,'Gandhi worked for self-sufficient rural repub-
lies, as he explained to Nehru,
' The essence of what I have said is that man should rest

content with what are his real needs and becone self-
sufficient, )2 . '

Finallyé and perhaps most important of ail, Gandhi inSis—
.ted on personal service for others as an essential ingredient of
.1eadership. Therefore, the éoncept of frusteeéhip in Gandhian
language meané servicé as a mode of behavior, This behaviér is
Vgroﬁnded in hig doctrine of.aparigraha: nonpossession or volun-

tary poverty, Recbgnizing that absolute non-possession is an.

50gaklatvala and M.K.Gandhi, Is India Different? The Class Struggle

- in India : Correspondence on the lndian Labour liovement and lodern
Conditions., London: Communist Party of Great Britain, 1927, p.23

51Yoqu India, November 11, 1629

72Cited by J C Kapur in "India in the Year 2000", The Futurist
August, 1974, pp.160-166
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abstraction and unattainable, Gandhi suggested that "if we strive
for (non-possession), we shall be able to go further in realizing

53

a scale of\fquality on.earth than by any other method". Eco-
nomic equalify was eséential, Gandhi maintained, ?ecause "fiolence-
is.bréd in inequality". His deep concern was with the probléﬁ-of
maés poverty. He went .so far as to say that for the poor the
economic is the spiritual-521 and that fo them God can apﬁéay only
as bread ana butter;ss_ The cause of poverty was, in his view,

the covetousness of the rich and the exploitation of thé needy

by the greedy. The'¥edistribution.of income is more.important
than the raising of output, and the'fulfilmeﬁt of the basice ngéaé
of the massés requires not raising.of.expectafions but of the
limitation of tﬁe ﬂants of the richer classes, Gandhi sef out to
regulate the rich by persuading them to hold property not for per-
sonal benefit but rather as a ftfust'_for the welfare of the masses.
This noﬁvioient method was based on the belief that "change of

heart" could be brought about if persuasive appeais were made to

-their conscience.

Gandhi's idea of service as a mode of behavior included
manual labof; he went so far '‘as to suggest that it should be a
qualification for the franchise, "it should be neither property

nor position but manual work..." In this way "all who wish to

53

N K Bose "An Interview with Mahatma Gandhi", National llerald,
Dec. 28, 1938

54Young India, May 1927
55Young India, October, 1931
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‘take part in the Government and the well-being of the State™,
could prove thémselves, and the labor-test would be far sﬁperior

to that of either literacy or property;56

The trusﬁeeship concept, therefdre, aimed toward removing
psychologicai and other'kinds of.barrigré associateduwitﬁ-class
~or status, between the leade;s at the 'topi and the m#sses ét_
fhe 'bottom', A genuine posfure of 'humility‘_and"10wlinésé';

Gandhi believed, must be the basis for effective leadership.

The most impdrtant characteristic of Gandhi's version of
liberation was that it mﬁst be in harmony with basiec valueé,_ If
the goal is a nonviolent society, the-mode.also mﬁst bé nonvio-:
lent; if human freedoﬁ is tﬁe end,.coercive modes (except moral
coercion) are ruled out; if truth is to be £he bésis'of the.ﬁéw
society; fhen faiéé propaganda or diétortion of truth are inad-
missable; if thé aim ié dispersal of powef,-the mode cannot be
centralizéd power, and so-bn.. Fﬁrthermore, Gandhi maintainea that

’technical.media by itself cannot-hé effective. |

I now come to the means of propagating what is called
the 'Gandhian' ideology. The propagation of truth
and nonviolence can be done less by books than by
actually living those principles. Life truly lived
is more than books, . I do not say that we may not
issue books and newspaper. I only say that they are
" not indispensable.,.We must make. a sincere effort to
‘enter our opponent's mind and to understand his view-
point, That is what is meant by nonvielence waldng
strdight into the mouth of violence. If we are armed
with that attitude of mind, we may hope to propagate

56Dhawan, op. ¢it., p.282
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:non7101eHCe principles, Without that, book and news—‘
paper propaganda is of no avail. 57 -

Gaﬁdhi'é:national movement addressed itself to the most
fundamental questions in communication: how to persuadé indivi-
sdﬁals and groups to adopt new wayé of thoughf.and action? The
:.method of persuasion that Gahdhiﬂbffered was given the'éame of
nsétyagrahan (truth fofce). Theimaiﬁ-elements of this method were
new education, and éomplete identification with the masses in

manner of speech and life style,

Gandhi's "Mass Line"

As one exémines.carefully Gandhi's ideas not only on
éhénneis of éommunicatibn hut-on.the ehtire-problem of links bet-
wéen the léaders'and the led, it is'hérd to.avoid noticing theif
31m11ar1ty with Mao 8 1deas on the "mass line™.  Ome might well
imagine ‘that if he had enjoyed the 0pportun1ty of read1ng a sys—:
tematlzed statement of the mass ;1ne, he m1ght well have exclaimed
""Faith, for forty years, I havé bgen using the mass liﬁe without

knowing it",

There were three basic elements in Gandhi's mass line:
truth force (satyagraha), new educatlon (nai talim), and symbollc
actlon. Thegehxrgﬁxnwuanyuways comparable t0 == and ef course
d1fferentrfrom -~ Mao's stages of "from the masses, to the masses™,

criticism and self-criticism, and direct actien.

_57Hafijan, May 13, 1939



Truth force is baéicallj a method'of:persuasioh by per-
sonal example and deed, To the persuasion of words it adds the
persuasion of a leader's sincerity; more potent and simple and

therefore better understood by the masses;58 Géndhi.called it
59

"a programme of_propaganda", and declared that "public opinion

is a.mightier iorce than gﬁnbowder".GO Gandhi believed_ihat
people interpretéd meésages in termé.ﬁf'théir conception of the
leader's character and reputation. in his autobiography he.dis—.
tinguisheé betwgen an afgumeutative.speech and an emotional.
appeal61.énd comes to gccept'the limits of a'ibgical afguﬁent,

....0ne who hears or reads a word does not always
understand it in the spedker's or writer's sense,.
Therefore the heari, that is devotion, faith and
 knowledge grounded in experience are invested with
greater imporitance, Logic is a matter of mere intel-
ligence, which cannot apprehend things that are clear
as crystal to the heart., On the other hand the
intellect often believes in certain things, but if
they do not appeal to the heart they mugt be
rejected,

In other words, effective leadership means the ability to com-

.municate intuitively with the maéses,

-58Richard B. Gregg, The Power of Non-Vieolence. Navajivan Press,
Ahmedabad: 1960 (2nd edition), p.67 '

.59Yougg India, August, 1925
60Young india, March, 1929

61M K Gandhi, The Storv of My Experlments with Truth
Navajivan Press, Ahmedabad: 1956. pp.112-113

Gilbert Murray, Talking to Gandhl;l Orient Longmans, .
1957, p.12 .

62
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Théy.often perceive thiﬂgs-with their intuition,

which we ourselves fail to see with our intellect.

But whilst the masses know what they want, they

often do not know how to express their wants and,

less often, how to get what they want., Herein

comes the use of leadership....03

Gandhi recognized the need for inspired leadership in
7politica1 and social activity and maintained that anyone who
followed satyagraha courageously was capable of leading the
nation. Satyagraha mdy use any of several modes of nonviolent

action., Those which were most commonly used during the libera~

tion movement are non-cooperation and c¢ivil disobedience.

In principle,.noncooperation'is simpl&”the refusal to
coopérate with a requirement-which is ﬁakén to violéfe fundamen-
tal “£ruths" br.fefuséi to cooperate with tﬁose responsible for
éuch.violations. Noncooperation.may include striké, Qalkout,
-hartal (vqlﬁntary:closﬁre,of shops and businesses, usually for a

twentyfour hour period), and resignatioen of:offices and titles.

- Civil digobedience is the direct contravention of speci-
fic laws ana may inclqde such activities as non—pqyment of ﬁaxgs.
The ¢ivil character is maintained in principle by thg_inviting.of;
and vqluntary submission to, sénctions.provided by law for.action

contrary to'the-legal_norm.64 Until their national liberation

63Young India, November 1930
64

Joan V. Bondurant, "Satyagraha versus Duragraha: The Limits of
Symbolic Viclence", in Gandhi: His Relevance for Our Times.
Ed, Ramachandran & Mahadevan, New Delhi: Gandhi Peace Founda-
tion, 1967, p.39 : o _
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movements had used two weapons to achieve its ends, namely, con-
stituional agitation and violent revelution. In contrast, Gandhi
developed the unique weapon of non-violent direct action, which
he defended in these'ﬁords,
'I was a believer in the politics of petitions,
deputations and friendly negotiations., But all
these have gone to the dogs. I know that these
are not the ways to bring this Government round,.
Sedition has become my religion. Ours is a non-
violent battle, 0D P
This was thus a kind of a political battle which generated the’

maximum Indian strength while using British sirength to its own

disadvantage.

I believe, and every body must granf'that no Government
can exist for a single moment without the cooperation
of the people, willing or forced and if people suddenly
withdraw their cooperation in every detail, the Govern-
ment will come to a standstill. ' :
By withdrawing the cooperation and obedience of the subjects,
Gandhi sought to cut off important sources of the ruler's power,
At the_same time noncooperation and disobedience created severe.
enforcement problems,  And in this situation, severe repression
against nonvioclent people would be likely not to strengthen the
~government but to alienate still more Indians from British rule
and at the same time create not unity in face of an enemy but

" dissent and opposition at home,

It is not a matter of carrying conviction by argument;
The matter resolves itself into one of matching forces.

65Young India, July 10, 1929

66Young India, December 20, 1930
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Convictidn or no conviction, Great Britain would defend
-her Indian commerce and inferests by all the forces at
her command. India must consequently evolve force emough
to free herself from ihe embrace of death.
The basic elements of truth force or satyagraha struggle can be
~ecited as follows: (1) complete selereliancej (2) propaganda to
be an integral part of the movement; (3)-demands to bé'consiétent
with truthk; (4) seafch for avenues of cooperation with the adver-
safy on honorable.termé; (5) no compromise on basic principles;

and (6) full agreement on fundamsentals before accepting a settle- _

ment,

As a means;of.éommunication, satyagraha'seeRS'to effect
change and it opefates within a.éonflict situation.. It employs.
force, élthough thé character and'resuit.bf thé'force of sat&a-
graha are essentially.different froﬁ those of Mao's ﬁeans.of ¢ OT~
menication, Acéﬁrding t6 the Coﬁgress Party,.fhere ﬁas,a signi-

: ficaﬁt.qhange in the couniry?s-politicél cliﬁate. For thé'firét
time in Indian history the issue of iﬁdependencé was not the solé'
concern of the elite but became the focus of attention of.people
at large. :Even the Government.was forced to admit the nationélist
character of tﬁe movement. In a statement submitted to the
British Parliament, thé Goverhment oijndia made thé following
observations regarding the general rgsu1t§ of the earlief move~

ment in 1920's:

67Young India, February, 1931
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.Mr Gandhi's intensive movement during the years 1921

and 1922 has diffused far and wide, among classes.
previously cblivious to political considerations, a
strong negative patriotism born of race hatred of the
foreigner. The less prosperous classes both in town
and the country-side have become aroused te certain
aspects——even though these be mischievous, exaggerated
and false--of the existing political situation., - On the-
whole, this must be pronounced, up to the present, the
mosgt formidable achievement of the noncooperation move—
ment. That it has certain potentialities for good will
be maintained by many; that it will inmmensely increase
the dangers and d1ff1cult1es of the next few years can
be denied by few.6 :

At the same time, the Report of the'Congress Fnquiry Committee

noted with enormous satisfactiom:

Witnesses from all parts of the country speaking ffom

- direct knowledge have testified to the outstanding

features of the crisis through which the country is
passing, These are: (1) the general awakening of the
masses to their political rights and privileges,

(2) the total loss of faith in the present system of
Government, {3) the belief that it is only through its

own efforts that India can hope to bé free, (4) the

faith in the Congress as the only organization which
can properly direct national effort to gain freedom; and
(5) the utter failure of repression to weaken the people.
Qur own personal observation in the course of our tour
round the whole country fully corruhorates the evidence
on these points....69

Gandhi's new emphasis on mass participation led him to

develop the concept of new education, which he called Nai Talim,

geared to the needs of the masses.

68Accounts'and Papers, 1922, Vol .XVI, p.108, Parliamentary papers

69

Sltaramayya Hlstory of the Indian National Congress
S. Chand & Co., New Delhl, 1947, p.201
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Mass line - education. Gandhi's first concern was to

replace English by a national language, not only to remove the

symbol of alien domination but also to open up channels of com-

munication between the people and their leaders.

.~ Among the many.efils of foreign rule this ﬁlighting

imposition of a foreign medium upon the youth of the
country will be counted by history as one of the

" greatest, . It has sapped the energy. of the nation, it

has shortened the lives of the pupils. It has estranged
them from the masses, it has made education unnecessarily
expensive, If this process is still persisted imn, it
will rob the nation of its soul, The sooner, therefore,
educated India shakes itself free from the hypnotic

spell of the foreign medium, the better it would be .

for them and the people.70

Gandhi maintained that_Indian_leadership could not -in fact lead

a profound-nationai regeneration unleSS'abie; guite literally, to

speak to the people in their own languagé.' "Every time I am

obliged

to speak in the English 1anguage-before an audience of

. my countrymen, i'feel humiliated and ashamed.“71 He had said.

earlier:

In my opinion the existing system of education is
defective, apart from its association with an utterly
unjust Government, in three most imporiant matters:

(1) 1t is based upon foreign culture te the almost
entire exclusion of indigenous culture;

(2) It ignores the culture of the heart and the hand
and confines itself simply to the head;

(3) Real education is impossible throuah a foreign
 medium.72 _

70YoungﬁIndia, July 5, 1928

-71Young

India, January 13, 1927

72Young

India, September 1, 1921
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Gan&hi maintained that_new.educafion must be cloéely_linked to

the many pressing social and political.prdblems. For one thing,
fhe country had to.be éelf—éupporting ana'geared towafd meeting
. the needs of the ﬁajofity rather fhan a select few. .Gaﬁdhi put

great stress upon constructive work and training of teachers,

73

. "maximum of work and minimum of speech must be our.moﬁto“.
‘The most important element of training was character-building
‘rather than intellectuai brilliance:

It is possible for a teacher situated miles away to
affect the spirit of the pupils by his way of living.
It would be idle for me, if I were a liar to teach
boys to tell the truth. A cowardly teacher would never
succeed in making his boys valiant, and a stranger to
seélf-restraint could never teach his pupils the value
~of self-restraint, I saw, therefore, that I must be
an eternal object-lesson to the boys and girls living

. with me. They thus became my teachers, and I learnt I
must be good and live straight, if omly for their sake.
I may say that the increasing discipline and restraint
I imposed on myself at Tolstoy Farm was mostly due to
those words of mine.74

It would seem then that Gandhi's mass line educatioﬁ
was primarily concerned with creating prerequisifes and condi-
~tions under which a sound communicafion brocess could.bperate,-”

Edﬁcation should be so revolutibnalize& as to answer

the wants of the poorest wvillager instead of answering
those of an imperial exploiter.73:

73Harlgan June, 1639

74My Experlments with Truth, p.414

75Hari'an, August-Ql,'1937
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SYmbolic action. Gandhi had to work harder than Mao to

identify himself with the masses. - Unlike Mao, he'represénted
also.the fich énd to be credible with the "lowliest of the low"
Gandhi not only wore loin cloth bﬁt.went to great length to adopt
poverty és a way of life. Furthermore, he 1ived day in and day
dut_open to pﬁblic~view, as on a:stage. He took the pebplé and-
even his opponents inte confidenée not 6n1y in regard to his
~actions but even his motivations,

Secrecy, in my opinion, is a sin and a symptom of
violence, therefore, definitely to be avoided,
especially if the freedom of dumb millious is the
goal, Hence all underground activity,; in my opinieon,
‘is taboo,? '

It was not surprising that the.masses looked upon Gandhi

T

‘as a living symboi of the moral power and goodness in man. He
had an exceptional insight into the power of symbolic actions on
the minds of men and women. As Nehru remarked, Gandhi had "a.

‘curious knack for doing the right thing at the psychological
77 '

moment™, Wolfenstein points out that,

In part as a result of his barrister's training,
. Gandhi's mind always had a legalistie bent. He
~thought in terms of formulas, vows, and symbolic
acts.78

‘Gandhi's famous vows served a vital funciion in focussing

——

76Harijau, July 9, 194k

77

J. Nehru, Nehru on Gandhi, op. cit., p.22-

78E. Victor Wolfenstein, The Revolutionary Persomality:
Lenin, Trotsky, Gandhi. Princeton University Press,

1967, p.277
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6n public prog;ams.dufing the national_struggle. Many of hié
programs wefe Symbplic in the setting of thé India Gandhi was
attempfing to elevate into self-respect and freedom. For

' nétionglism to be aroused among peoplelwhé had beeq'dominated

by an alien culture for so long, it'meagt rejecting the prinei-
.-pal symbois previopsly incorporated into the indigenecous culturZ?
For instance, rejectidn-of high technology, boycott of all fore-
ign'goods, insistence on the use of vernacular language, and
wearing of khaddar'(coarse haﬁd—spun cottoﬁ); were to become in
the ﬁinds of all Indians the mark of a2 man or a woman who sought B
India's freedom. Thé symbol of the_spinning wheel, which Indian
peasants had.ceaéed using before the-last_yéars.of the niﬁeteenth
century, was an effective way of &rawing attgntioh to the colossal
problems of poverty, unemployment, low production and-genéral |
apathy.in rural life of India. In a counfry of extraordinary
diversity of dress and manners,.the adoptioﬁ of the simfle white
"Gandhi cap" cut across high caste and low, rich and poor, and

gave a sense of national'identity.so

The Salt March of 1930 was Gandhi's most dramatic sym-
bolic act when he marched a couple of hundred miles through the
summer dust of Indian country roads to a lonely beach and there

to pick up a fleck of forbidden salt and defy an unjust law.

79Pitirim A. Sorokin, The Sociolopgy of Revolution, - London
and Philadelphia, 1925, passim

SOAinslie T. Embree, India's Search for National Identity
New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1972, passim
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It was a gimple act bu£ it did more than any act of any leader
ﬁefdre.to uniférthe'Indian:péoﬁle and hasten the end of British

- rule in'India.81 'This‘act of defiance focussed symbolically the
"attention of the whole world on ﬁhe unjust“Salf‘Aqt, ﬁhich.affec—

ted the lives of the majority of the pbor in India,.

Summari

The moét décisive element of Gaﬁ&hi's communication
theory is the éoncept of satyagraha.(tfuth force)'which is both
a philosophy of life as well as the téchnique of stupéndoﬁs ﬁass
action for paralysing the total structure of a despotic govern-—
ment, The basis of.this mass movement;_howévef, is always indi-
vidual awarenesé through sufferiﬁg;'dnd the.success_of satfagraha.
dépé#ds on indifidual diseipline an& total commitment. Without
discipline.struggle becomes dehumanized because the-relationship
between proteétor and opponept falls out of a'comﬁunication con-
text. More precisely, diséipliné gives to satyagraha the power
“to individualizg and éoncretize éonflict s0-  that strong inter;
persﬁnalrcommunication can be éstablished. Gandhi perceived the
communication process as the context wherein human relationships
are either openly developed or vioclently repressed.. Satyagraha,
therefore, became in the hands of Gandhi the communication toél

for the development of human relations., Gandhi's communication

rd

81

S. Bose, The Indian Struggle, 1920-34, London, Wishart &
Company Ltd,, 1935, pp.70-73 ' '
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theory, in other words, is geared toward the building of.human

relationships via two-way communication based on mutual trust.

In armed struggles, the stress is on collectife.actiqn
aﬁd'defénse.” In Qatyagraha;-the aim is'ﬁoral vietory of the
"hefoic meek" thrbugh active noﬁviolept resistanée which touches
the_consciendé of the imperiél oppressbr,.assuming, of course;
that the opponent has it to some degree.82 This theory is based
on the:acceptance of the concept of suffering fof_the vindication
ﬁf'ffuth and jusfice. Sufferipg sends fﬁree messages.  Fifsf}
it.awakéns the individual tb a sense of his or her.dignity.and
power, Secoﬂd, if.makes a direct appeal to the.oppressor's sense

of morality. - Third, it intensifies favourable public opinion,

Gandhi's communication practice is haséd upon tradifional
'_ Indiaﬁ concepts.to which hé.gave new meaning.. He attributed.sym—
‘bolic value.to many of the t?aditioﬁé and concepts derived from
the Indian éxperience, Thé spinhing wheel, homespun cloth, fast-
ing and vows, the ferm Harijan (the children_of_God) posseséed
powerful symbolic value becausé they‘tianslated'profound ideas
into the éimple realities of Indian life.. This was the functional
aspects of the communication.symbols as distinguished from the

essential core of Gandhi's communication theory.
82

Gandhi would never have had a chance against a totalitarian
state such as that of the Nazis, It is dubious whether under
those circumstances the idea of nomviclent resistance would
even have occurred to Gandhi. TIie believed in "arousing the
world", which is only possible if the world gets a chance to
hear what you are doing. '
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Gandhi relied on wofd—of—mouth'propaganda because of its

grass~roots nature and becaﬁse of its high persuaéive'quality.

He also made fuli use of the print media to disseminate his

"ideas in India as well as in other countrids. This messages and

"style of communication aimed to.establish'emotional identitj and

a non-manipulative, ndnelitist'relationship between leaders and

led.

The main elements of_Gandhi's communication theory may -

be listed as follows:

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)

credibility of leadership through moral conviction,

 right means, and total identification with needs

and aspirations of the people;

decentralization of power:based on face to face
contact beiween leaders and masses., In other

_words, social control by self- organlzatlon

mass line educatlon to overcome communlcatlon
barriers; adoption of national language in place
of foreign medlum,

noncooperation with the exploiting regime and the

"pursuit of a general policy to serve the genulne

needs of the peoPIe.



- CHAPTER V
GANDHI AND MAO AS COMMUNICATORS: SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

| The problem dealt with in this sfudy.is how did Géﬁdhi
and Mao succeed in communicating with hundreds'bf;miliiﬁns of
illiteraté.maésés against tremendous o&ds without the usé.bf
nodern mass media. If théy had not'solved.the problem pf COmmu—-
nication,_fhey would have been would-be 1ea&efs with very few

followers and their movements would have been doomed to failure.

The major method has been that of content analysis in
_the.context of the broader patterﬁs of historical change in the
.countries involved. - The_historical_analysis'of thé growth_of the
Indian and Chiﬁese'liberation mo#emeﬁts-indiﬁaieé that though |
Gandhi and Mao helped mobilizé the people in fheir respecfive
COunt#ies, thefeJWere_iméﬁrtant.&iffefences between their move-
ments. The majof.difference,_of course, is thét.Gandhi-led a
struggie for national independeﬁce only {with the hope of a éeCen—
tralized democratic socialism after independence); Mao was the.
leader of a.struggle.not oﬁly to throw out all foreign invaders
but also to éffect.a.total soéial revolution based on the.com_..
plete overthrow of.domestic landlords; warlords and native
capitalists. It is interesting to note on the assumption that.

such things can be roughly estimated,thaf in India, where the

178
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cagte and liﬁguistic barriers to communication were greater, the
societal changes were less substantial aﬁd that in China, where
the task of communicating with the masses was less formidable,

the societal changes were remarkably greater.

Detailed coptent analysis of the major.themes during-the
critical war-time years of 1942 through 1944 sﬁows that_Gandhi,
although leader of én eSSentiélly non—sdcialist_movement, gained

. additional support by disseminating messages that provided over;.'
tones of a soéialist.utopia to appeal to his'more.radical_follo_
wers, In contrast, Mao,.as_leaﬂér_of a movenment for sbcialist
revolution géiﬂed additional support-fﬁr liberation movement by

._.appealing to those primarily interested in indigenous.capitalism
or in natiénai independenbé. The anaiysis shows that the immed-
iate concefn waé to unify-their're§pective countries.égainst
foreign aggreséién by submerging ﬁational conflicts. :Both.Géndhi
and Mao démonstrated how economic déprivation_was brought about
by the repressive poligies of thé imperialists, destroying the.-

‘modicum of security necessary for national development,. Thus,
nationalism became.an effective ideslogf for sustaining mass |

participation in the liberation struggle.
Tentative.Propositions

In building mass participation without such advanced
means of communication as radio and televigion, and without much

access to the other media then controlled by their adversaries,
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Gandhi and Mao ﬁgre, respectively,.uniquély Indian and uniquely
.Chihese. Either one would have been.a'fish out of water in the
otﬁer.cﬁuntry or, f@r ;hat mattgr, in ggi other.counﬁry.- None-
theless; there were many common charateristics of.their.cbmmuni-
catién Behavior. These m#y be briefly, although still'téntati—
vely, éﬁmmarized in the following three interrelating propositions:

‘1, Gandhi's and Mao's operational doctrine was based on

‘the mass line theory.

The first proposition'is the most fundamental. it pro-
vides the foundation for both their modes and styles of communi-

cation, which are summarized in the next two propositioans.

| The mass line thedfy developéd'é.new code of morality pro-
.viding a non—elitist guiding concept which aimed.at ﬁleadersbip
without élitism," as discussed iﬁ Chapter IV. New relationships
were forged between the masses and leaders through direct 7éon—.
tact and peréonal-example, rather théq relying merelf on formal
'inétitufibns. In other words, tﬁe communication process was
facilitated by the m;ss line, with more.infimacy and inter-

changé being fostered betweén leaders and led.

'In an effort to narrow the distance between the leaders
'ﬁnd the led, the mass line theory sfructuréﬂ'meﬁtal actifity into
a leadership process which gave content to the fequired non-—
elitist practice in communicating with fhé ﬁasses; Gandhi and:

Mao sought the elite actions needed to activate the potential of
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the great.masé‘fofce,.ﬁutiﬁoth.claimed that the elite_waé nﬁt_
.superiof to the masses and that they_musf rémain in'cloée contaci'
with the masses to gaiﬂ knéﬁledge and wisdom. ' This meant a dif-
ficult proceéé of eduncating the elité to look less at themselves
in seif—admiratipn and hore'at tﬁe_masées of the feople, their
problems, their potentialities,-theif ﬁodes of thinking aﬁd their
inherent wisdom, In doing this 4—.énd here ié the essénfiél
paradox.of the maés,line C6mmunicafion.fé a steady flow of-elite
communication through small—circulatioﬁ newspapers pfovided.an'

, ihdis?ensable communication link among:the fdrmélfand igfbrmal
leaders of the pariy grﬁupings énd-ﬁon—party organizatidns fhat.
'finally becanme rooted invthe massésfénd led the masses of their
:ébﬁﬁtfiés to sﬁcceésful liberation against foreign control, - The
deliberate transformation-of aﬁ elite struggle into an'ﬁpen popu-
lar movement of such scope is probably without parallel in the |

history of national movements.

This transfdrmation_was possibie because.the substance
{of the messages fhemselves.was based on widespfead pepular needs
and sentiménts. Both of these 1éaderé;'as already showﬁ in
.detail, gstressed the broad themeé of conditions of crisis and
goaljvalues,_thereby drawing attention to the serious deprivation
the masses were experiencing and making'themﬂsuscepfible to
appeals justifying new-and intensified revolutionary activity.

They also helped establish a sense of communality and under-

standing between leaders and the led, a sense that was deepened
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by Gandhi's and Mao's stress on the various themes relating to

.leadership-stylE'and:channéIs of communication.

More specifically, the themes of éacrifice,.sérvice,
truthfulneés, personal ex#mﬁlé,'and.self—reliancé-called atteh~-
tion to thé varying forms 6f.struggle; while all the other thémes
focuésed on me;ns.df.mobilizfng elites.and mﬁsses for the many
forms.of.action required to overthrow imperialism and build some
new form of.confidenée and~se1f-respect among the people as a
wﬁole; The masé line communication,.in.other words, éimed'at..
~active mass participétion by tﬁoée.at'the Bottcm of soéiety?'
rather than merely'1argé-éca1e_indocrinatioﬁ of relatively inert

‘masses by those at the top.

An interesting contfast, h0wever,—emerges between Gandhi
éﬁd.MaO'in:thgir image ﬁf the masses. Althéugh Gandhisperceived
fhe masses as “pillars-of strength,"'hé.thought-mqré in terms of
potential-force'for futuré pﬁrposés of Sécial sfruggie; He did
not think the "dumb semi-starved ﬁillions scattered over the

-iength and breadth of the land.in its 700,000 villages" wefe
réady-yet to'challenge the povwer of thé estabiished regime, "some
day we shall have to start an intensive movement without the rich
peoplé and without.thé vocal.educated_class. But that time is

not yet", Gandhi wrote to Jawaharlal Nehru on April 1, 1928.1

. To put it differently, Gandhi did not base his movement on the

'1Aa cited by J € Kapur, op. cit., p.163
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t

indeﬁendent strength of the ﬁasseQVWhom hé,loved and trusted no
doubt but did nét'think sufficiently strong for purposes of social
struggle. Mao, on thelﬁthei'hahd;'as thé analysis in Chapter III
and 1V -shows, believed that his movement could mot succeed with-
out the fddﬁsciousland willing" support of the masées'with theif

"boundless creative power",

Furthermore, Gandhi's focus on harmony and Mao's.bﬂ con—
fliet as the intégrél part of struggle necessitafesa eritical
assessment in:terms of ifs implicatiéns for mass line communica-
.tiOD. Gandhi would yield to nene in his desire for the elimi-
nation of exploitation, but he inﬁisted that the individﬁal ex—
ploiter must be approached with iové and forbearance rather than
hate, He believed in arbusing the_conséience of the opponent
so as to effect the structure and diménsions of interpersonal coﬁ—
munications, The concept of conécignhg'may have ultimafe signi-— .
ficance on its own in a mOral_seﬁse, but its practical import
for Gandhi lay in its connection with his.plea for heroic and

rebellious action on the part of the masses,

Gandhi's concepf of trpsteeship; therefore, may be seen
as a way of draﬁing attention to exploitation-dnd_greed pf the
" rich, rather than merely as a'principle¥stating that rich must
become 'trustees' for the welfare of.the Aasses. In this sense,
Gandhi wouldTappear closer to Mao thah it seemed possiblésat

first glance. Gandhi provided moral options to the rich but it
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was nonetheless a method of arousing the masses against injus—
‘tices of the established system, It is no accident, therefore,
that education of leaders received bigh priority from both

Gandhi and }ao.

The final element in the mass liqe.approach, in addition
to -the generél concépt and the specifie theﬁes, was a communica-
tion style that enabled them to effectxa synthesis of the new
.political awakening'with the traditionIAnd sentiment of the his-
toric bést. Gandhi built a movement on thé basis of his own
personél suffering, while being.the spokesman for an'anticoloniai
Congress.party organization. Gandhi'sradoption of péferty as a
way of life and his complete identification witﬁ tﬁe masses méde
the.Congﬁess party more credible witﬁ the publie atilarge.. The
important element of Gandhi's crédibility.was'not only the pres-
‘tige it gave to the Congress party but élso that it was a continu-
ing factor in political and social éohesion._ In-times of poli-
tical upheaval, the Indian eiiteicould rely on the symbolic
"image of Gandhi as fhe."Fathef of the nation" aﬁﬂ extend thé
"sjsfem of admiration" across the country. What impressed. the
Indian elite and the British government was the fact that Gandhi;s
©. communication style.succeeded in unlocking the door to the_i.
hearts of the people where they themselves éould not;hope for a
hearing, Mao;s leadership,during this period, on. the other hand;
wés more of an institﬁtionai nature; although Mao was thebfeti-

cally accepted by his party as 'first among equals,’' so to speak,
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- Mao was primariiy.the 1egder gnd_ideologist.fof a révolufibnﬁry,
6rgagization, as well_as a.man ﬁho adjusted maximally to wieid—7 
iﬁg power once his commuﬁist party came to powér. In other words,
what Mao achievéd in terms of intimacy énd_close connection with

" people's masses through party and mass‘organizétions, Gandhi |
accomplished in larger part through iﬁmeﬁse pefsonai appeal and
prestige. .Fof both the primary fupgtion of theif organizétions
was tb bring 1eédérship inté'coﬁfact with tﬁeir.ﬁéturalAsﬁurbes
of stfength, the great mass of the people., Here, clearly, afe |
leaders different_from-each other and yet; at the same time,
sharing.importaht communiqation characterisfics in their effort:
to reach the different masseé of their respective coﬁntfies.

Bofh gsought mass pafticipatio# in the liberation movements but

it was not of the same naturé; the stylés_and the means of éoﬁmué
nication had to be adapted to and directed by the conditiens in

each country.

While Gandhi ofteﬁ stated that hé was a man of actien
only and not interestéd in fheory, this study unqugstionably ref—
. lects his involvement for more than two decades in developing an .
ideology and a doctrine wﬁich was cémmunicated_to followers in
.his own country-énd'admirers thfoughout the world, -Liké,Mao; he
“was at the interface of theéry and practice throughout his life..
Gandhi perhaps un&erestiﬁated his theo%etiCal contributions teo
the movement. Oﬁ the other hand, Mao pe;haps overstated his
theoretical.behavior'iﬁ ocrder to help him develop in China. the

kind of prestige that Stalin developed for himself in the Soviet
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Union as the great theoretician of Marxism.

Thus first prépositiﬁn.in the'study'suggésts that the
liberéfion movements led.by Gahdhi-an& Mao have imﬁortant impli-
cations for-communication'theory. -Ong of the méjor elements ——
| until néw recognized mainly by a few students of indiaﬁ ana
Chinesé:history but practicaily unknowﬁ'ﬂo'dommunicatiqn resear—
.chefé -— was the formulation of a maés line theory which, brpperly
interpreted, providés a significant contribﬁtion to human know-

ledge about communication.

2. Bbth Gandhi and Mao developed'multi—mbdal'and multi-

directional communication strategies.

Flgure 3, "Multiple Channels of Communlcatlon of Gandh1.
and Mao," (page 188) shows that the messages were transmltted by g
a complex network in which organlzatlons and individuals were
linked by a11 available.médes of communigation. The most impdr-
tant elemenfs wére: J |

(a) close, primary, intérpersonal relations in

which basic mutual identifications were
developed and maintained;

(b) party organiiation and mass organizations
which through their communication networks
linked vp leaders and masses,

{c) the press which played a significant role
in disseminating Gandhi's and }ao's ideas
and in educating leaders.

Gandhi's and Mao's multi-modal low technology style was

a successful attempt to cope with a real problem underlcircums~-
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Multiple Channels of Communication of Gandhi and Mao

Channelsg

Personal

Party orga—
nization

Mass orga-
nization

Arﬁs and
literature

Education

" Mass media

Gandhi

contact with the masses through

walking tours and train

journeys; adoption of loin
cloth to identify with the :
poer;
on self-reliance; Gandhi-cap

signifying united action

Congress Party as an expression
of national interests; Congress

Party as an instrument of
political struggle through
social and moral reform;
extraparty leadership

‘women participafion for the

first time; Iarijan mobili-
zation; peasants; youth and

‘students; big and small

business; professionals

reinterpretations o¢f ancient
gscriptures; devotional

.singing

ashram discipline;
gpiritual training;
character building

national press; inter-
national press; own press .
(Young India and Harijan);

" leaflets; posters;

loudspeakers; pamphlets

spinning wheel to focus

Mao

austere living;
simplicity of lap—
guage and siyle;
accessibility to
the masses; non-
elitist attitude

Chinese Communist
Party as an instru-
ment for structural
change; instituo-
tional leadership

women; students;
goldiers; workers;

- peasants; sought
.support from secret

society and other
armed outlaw orga—
nizations;
intellectuals

revolutionary poetry;
dramatic represen—
tation of history

in terms of revolu-
tionary struggle of
the masses

Marxism—Leninism;
character building;
Red army discipline

party press;
leaflets; posters;
loudspeakers; :
pamphlets
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tanées wherg_otﬁer resources were lacking., Despite poverty,.
illiteracy and lack of normal communicafion fééilities_bbth
natibns were.sucCessfﬁliy ofganized to listen and recgive.the
mességes. Both created ar intimate mass communication system at
fantaéfically low capital costs,'though very high labor oriented.
Gandghi's daiiy prayer meetings, Méo’s diécussion meetings, and
varioué mass caﬁpaigns were.atteﬁded by hundreds of millions of
people substituting for audio—ﬁisuél-or scarce print media; A
highly economical wired loudspeaker system substituted for radios
that even in battery form woul& have been too.expensive. The
system also provided.secure communication for ﬁobilizatioﬁ in the
villages and.iﬁ Mao's base afeas; and did double sefvicé ﬁs-a
telephone'system for official business, _Dﬁring éampaigns.the
-walls“were plastered with posters and haﬁd-wri{ten'slogaﬁs; news
sheets by illegai'printiﬂg'presses were produced and distributed.
" Thege activities form a most impértanf part of any lihe?ation cam—
paign,_partiquldrly.in the early stages when'the_population is
being_mohilized to support the cause. Furthermore, Gandhi and
ﬁao conducted their national struggle.in three.main languages

directed at diverse audiences:

(a) combative language directed toward their opponents;

(b) communication with intellectual elite in 'modern’
idiom and style; and

(¢) wuse of 'traditional' imagery and symbols while
. communicating with the masses,
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He spoke in a low singsong. His tone was always conversa-
tional, even when he was addressing millions of people,
Whatever he said was to the point, and he used mostly simple .
words to say simple things. He never resorted to histrio-
nics, or any rhetorical device, although he was fond of using
~ parables and proverbs, and- quotat1ons from the Bhagavad Gita
and other sacred books.2 : :

Edgar Snow says of Mao that he never falked above the heads of
his audience but he never talked down to them either; he was

3

intimate and always in contact,

Furfhermore; these messages flowed in both directions
'to and from the leader, his closest associates, the. leaders
of party, and their opponents; and from all of the party double

E (not only from the leader himself) to the masses. liere the.

centfél concept is multipie flow of messarges from the leader to
subleaders (handful of specialized spokesmén; who'in tufn are
iinked to hundreds or thousands of lésser party_éctivists who -
communicate to the masses) and back, while:ét the same time the
_leadér maiﬁtains direct contacts wiﬁh the masses. This.may e

illustrated as follows:

2Ved Mehta, “Mahatma Gandhi and his Apostles "The New Yorker,
May 10, 1976

3Edgar Snow, Red Star over Chlna, Grove Press,_Inc. New York:
1961, P.53
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This study shows that Gandhi'ana_Méé_throughouf their
liberation ﬁo&ement-cbnsistghtly emﬁioyed fhe éxpreésed values_
of their obponents wheﬁ dem$nding-freedom.for theif couhtries.'
Their language was highly combafife and their argument cérefully'
deveibped'oh.mofal grounds to embarrass éﬁd defeat théir enemies.

 Their style of communicatioh_expressed confidence iﬁ their ulti-
mate vibtory. Both unsed words as weaponé to daﬁage the self- |
esteem of their opponents and in so dbing raised the strﬁggle to

a higher level ‘of morality and justice.

In their commumication to the inteliéctuai elite Gandhi
ﬁnd Mao sought to change centuries old coloﬁial ways of thinking
and acting whiéh served imperialist intgresté'rather than the
interests of their_own people. .They_sef out to aﬁaken the.elite
to the national calamity.if they continuéd to live.their life so

. far removed from.the mainstredt of the life of thermasses.

The réiiance of_this'study on the anglicized trahélations.
‘df Gandhi's and Mao‘s sfatements'doeé nét permit encugh atten-
tion te fhe 'traditional' aspects of their language addressed
"to the masses, excepf by feading reports of eyewitnesses or
journalists., It is repoftéd, for instance, that their style.
was simple and-earthj, and that their use of words had a tradi—
tional guality- which madé it easy for themlto communicate gffec-
tively with peasant audiences, Here is an eyewitness account of

one of Gandhi's followers:
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. FIGURE 4

M&ltiple Flow of Messages

i, . _ e _ ' Leader _

' ;?;f.

'2. / | Subleaders
' few

L

3. "_ \ L,esser party act1v1sts
(hundreds or thousands)

\\\,. | \ /ﬁ 242?/

: ~
K, _ _ ~ __ Masses

3. They both deﬁeloped unigue styles of non-charismatiec

leadership.

For many decades, almost all discussions of leadership
"bow to the idea of charisma. Max Weber, who introduced the term
- into sociological usage, defines it as,
a certain quality of an indifidual personality
by virtue of which he is set apart from ordimary
men and treated as endowed with supernatural,
superhuman...regarded as of divine origin...4
In contrast, the third §r0position states that despite false

interpretations by admirers of "charismatic leadership," neither

Gandhi nor Mao had charisma in the traditienal sense. They were

_hMax Weber, The Theory of Social and Teconomic Q_ganlzat1on The Free
Press, New York 1947
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- guccegsful co@municators ﬁot because they wére ﬁcharismatié"
leﬁders,.but becausé tﬁey were.rather'super—ordinary - in the
seﬁse of being very nﬁturai, very human and.a part of not épart
froh, thé masses, To put it another way, their legdership quality
lay not in "divinity" but rather in. their aﬁility to communicate
simply and meaningfully with their audiences the broader prob-
lems of their liberation movementé. .Both estéblished reciproéity
and é uniﬁue relationship with their respe§tive masses based on
intimate appeal and identification. - As Jawaharlal Nehru said of-
Géndhi, "he did not descend fro@ the top; he seemed tp emerge
from thé millioﬁs of India, speaking fheir'language and inces-—

5

santly drawing attention to them and their appalling condition."”

And Edgar Snow said of Mao, "There is a real flow of intimacy

6

between him and the.people. He always seems to be in contact.”

Furthermore;'the concept of symbolié action is central to
Gandhi's énd Mao's nonchéfismatic leédership. It is”through sym—
bolic action that they both expresse& fully their identification
with the masses.. Gandhi's leincloth and Mao's rustic living ful-
filled a triple function, It emphasized simplicity of living,
coarse home-spun cloth'becaée A militant symbol of self—suffi-
ciency, and it identified Gandhi and Mao with the poorést of

people. Gandhi's Dandi March (Chapter II and IV) and Mao's

5Jawaharlal Nehru, The Discovery of India. John Day, N.Y.: 1946,
pP.209 ' :

6Cited by Han Suyin, op., c¢it,, p.379
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7

Long March' were to be the eminently practical and highly sym-—

bolic fbcué of fheir liberation mbvements. It is_here that they
take a stand as rEbels‘égainst the State and say "no" to exploi-
tation, énd'imperialism. The symbolic action is rooted in both
denial (to the metaphor of pfogfésS fhroﬁgh compefition and acqui-
.sitiOn of material goods) and affirmatidn (to common participa-
tion and collective endeavor,.justibe, and egalitarianism).
Gandhi's and Mao's péculiar genius lﬁy in their understandihg of
the existing SOCiaIIStructurg,_with the enﬁrmous imp0rtance of
.its'tfédifional syﬁbbls, whicB cbuid be Madé.pért of the new

pelitical process;

_ “in conclusion, one mighf say that in the early 1940's,
many ohservers of the Indian and Chipese.scene knew ihat imperial
control of India and.Chiné were immutable facfs. They could also
see that theﬂforeign fﬁrcas doﬁiﬁéting-the‘two coﬁntries had at
 .their command not only armies but ail the then-évai1ab1e media of
commﬁnication: the ﬁress,-the radio, the,schodls and.the major
'ﬁﬁreaﬁcratic brganizétion. Indeed,.fhe foreign dominaters them—

gselves seem to have confidence in their own invincibility,

7Mao did not lead the Long March the way Gandhi led his, However,
it was during the March that Mao emerged as a significant leader

.of the Chinese Communist Party. For Mao, the Long March served as a
political symbol for the Chinese people, "Long March is the first
of its kind in the annals of history, that it is a manifesto, a
propaganda force, a seeding machine...It has proclaimed to the
world that the Red Army is an army of heroes. It has announced to
some 200 million people in eleven provinces that the road of the
Red Army is their only road to liberation...The Leng llarch.,.has
sown many seeds which will sprout, leaf, blossom and bear fruit,
and will yield a harvest in the future". In "On Tactics Against
Japanese Imperialism", Selected Works, I, p.161 '
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Historians.mAYIxeview endleésly.all the many factors that led to
-their ﬁpwnfall by the end'gf the11940's,'aﬁd po.one could ever
siﬁgle out one factor and give it a quantitative value as above all
- the.other. Yet this study makes it now obvious that among the ne-
;essafy-—f although neot Sufficient ;— factdrs were fﬁé'coﬁmunicétion
doctrines and practices of thg.two major_leaders of the anfi—. |
iﬁperial movements, Gandhi and.M#o. By converting ﬁheir.cdmmnnica?
tion theories into practice, they proved the non-ipvinciﬁilitf of
' those who dominated the formal.media of comﬁunication in these two
.Qountries. .They dehonéfrated for these two vast countries the
"enormous power of communication strategies baéed, as the.sﬁudy-has
shown, on the principles of.masslline, multi-modal and_multi-direc-

tional communication, and non—charismatic-leadership;
Possible Implications for Communication Theory'and1Research

Is it possible that any of the conclusions discussed so far
in this chapter may have a heéring on theory and research in com-

munication on the relationship between communication and development?

There séems to be'a_grdwing body of reséarch on communica-—
tion and dévelopment in the.countries.of Third World, Much of this
research recogﬁizes the fact that masses of ﬁhe_péople of theée-
countries are still.illitérate,'as they were when Gandhi and Mao led
their people in search for new roads to development. ;Thus,_through—

out these countries the same question arises that confronted Gandhi
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and Mao.as leadere.ef their.respective liﬁeration ﬁo#emedﬁs. 'There
are good reasons, therefore, to. glve more attention to Indla and
Chlna both before and after their llberatlon as well as more atten—
tion to the forms of commuprcatlon used by the_antl—llberatron'

forces,

More attention to India and China before.and after liberétioh

This is necessary not enly-hecause fhey are the biggest
eountries in.therworld, which is'imporﬁent, but also because they.
illustrate.different iehdencies in developments oﬁe taking the form.
:of state-supported'capitalism, aﬁd.the ofher_that of peasaht—base&.
socialism, Thie calls.attention fo the.problem of conflicting.deve—
1opment phllﬂsophles, whlch is the 1nescapable env1ronment of any
serious communlcatlon research Therefore, the social sc1entlsts
who are concerned w1th,the use of communication as-an'instrumenf ef
development,.must begin with some philosophieal frameworkrconcern~

ing the nature of development itself,

Anyone examining the role of.communieation in India and
China today is bound to be impressed by the degree of conflict
between competing 1nterests reflected in the rapidly changing
sequence of events. The source of the 5001a1 conflict 1s the fact
that a majority of the "westernlsed" (or "capltallst-roaders")
leaders perceive themselves as directly dependent_for fraternal
values upon the western (or socialist) community, while the "native"

intellegtnals are more rooted in the parochial perspectives.df the
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éocial éontext._.The latter rejecf foreign "solutions" while the
qumer attemét a near-tqtai incorporafion of western'capitaligt or
.socialist.models._ Briﬁginé:the'coﬁfiicting issues into the open,
therefore, may mean the opening.up of new approaches aﬁd possibili- '
ties,. This is.particuléfly true in the developing éoﬁntrieé where
developﬁent is a process of struggle hetween:divergent ideologies
and power groups. .

_ also
This study/indicates that Gandhi and Mao were the "synthe-

sizers" combiningrﬁraditional symbols with the new political deve-

lopment. One such statement from Mao, which is very similar to the

- many that Gandhi'made, illustrates their role as "synthesizers":
We must meet these foreign materials as we do our
food...separated into essence 1o be absorbed and waste-
matter to be discarded...so-called "wholesale-Westerniza-
tion" is a mistaken viewpoint., China has suffered a great
deal in the past from the formalist absorbtion of foreign
things.® S - _

The success of their movements indicates that they would have been

gswamped by the "westernisedﬁ'or the "native" leaders if not for

‘their almost intuitive contact with the masses whe provided the

necessary leverage and a strong base for their movements.

Comparative studies of messages during both pre-and pest-
revolutionary periods might give more useful insights inte the pre-
sent development process, Aithough the period of 1942-44 was

critical to the success of the liberation struggle, content analysis

8Han Suyin, op. cit,, p.401
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of'messages_durjng the thira'of.a century after 1944 could reveal
différent findings; Fér.instanCe, more Tesearch might revéal.an
élemént of elitism in Mao's mass lipe after the communist viétory.in
1949. Even more significanf méy be an analysis of the messages
during the éntiré period of national movements reveéiing the éhahging
relainnship befween comﬁunication aﬁd social, economic, politiéal

and cultural development,

.Furthermore; the underlying aséumpfion here is that the anti-
liberatioﬁ forées'had the weapons and the mass media but pefhaps
not the same kind of party and non—party.organizatibns aé dia the
libératién forces. Fuller study of {he ﬁéssages_and the chanﬁéls
of communication of the anti;liberétion.forcés might be Yefy_reveai—
iﬁg;_ |

.This study suggésts broader applicabilitf,_inaicating the 
possibility that.themes develéﬁed for liberation movemeﬁts:and'the
styles of communication of Gandhi,anﬁ.Mao may not be unique to
_those two countries, With certain adaptations they may suggest
general imperatives for successful communication with thé masses
under similar.social conditions ﬁﬁere thé leaders of natienal libe-
‘ration movements feel ﬁhey are fighting, if not for a new social
order, then atleést for national independence. Therefore, it would
seem that content analysis, is an indispensabie atarting method o
to iliuminate aspects of messages that are most relevant.£o national

policy issues, A macro-systemic approach will help put the
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communication issues in the contéxt of'developing countries' social
 systems and their internal conflicts as represented by different

kinds of scocial movements for change and development,

A major program of cbmbined:reseérch and action called
Dévelqpment Supporf Communication, is Eeing carried out under the
ausPiées of the United Nations' Devélopment-Progrém; DSC, which
. recoznizes the connection between devélopment and commuhication,.is
an ongoing activity in a few developing couﬁtries,fsuch.as India,
Tanzania, and Guyana.. In the fﬁrther developmenf of research along
.these lines, it may be fruitful to state tﬁe three.propositions-'
.discussed above, as prgliminéry'h&pothgses or questions to_guide
the.research.. For instance: (1) To ﬁhaf.extggt is - or should be -
sbme Version-pf mass line being used or dévelopéd‘by Third YWorld
leaders; (2) to what exfent are the multi-mpdal and multiudirec-.
tional commﬁnication strategies being.addpted'in Third World -
countries or being designed by DSC services; (3) to what extent is
leédership seen in non—charismatic-termg.as distinguished from
efforts to use the new mass media to develop the imagery of

"guperhuman® leaders?

Empirical pursuit of these gquestions may throw light upon
the efforts being moﬁnted to surmount what seems to be invimci-
ble oﬁstacles to development, In many parts of the world poverty,
tribalism, caste, disease, naturﬁi disasters and neocoloﬁiaiism

gseem to bhe immutable facts, In so far as communication research
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may prove to be a hlepfﬁl factor, it is possible that in some
of these countriés, as in India and China, these harriers to
developmemtht might be surmounted by further.developmenﬁ of the

ideas of mass line, multi-modal and multi-directional modeé, and

non-charismatic leadership.

-:080:~
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APPENDIX A
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11

12

13

14
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Gandhi’s Major Messages, 1942-44

By Type of Documents

Editorial, Jan. 18, 'A2

"Peace Organization."
PP. 55-57

‘Editorial, Jan. 19, '42

"Real War Effort."
pp. 57-59

Sgeech, Jan. 21, '42
pp. 59-63

Interview, Jan, 22, '42

Article, Jan. 23, '42
p.66

‘Conference, Feb. 1, "5
pp. 67-71

Article, Feb., 11, '42

Interview, Feb, '42

Occasgion

Silver Juﬁilee
Convocation of

the Benares Hindu

'‘Varsity

Congress Workers

p.73 "Non-Violent Revolution"

Article, '42

"Plea For Calmness"
p.7%

Article, '42
"Criminal Assaults"”

pp.76-79

Directive, March 7, '42
pp.79-80

Interview, '42

- pp.B0-B2

‘Article, March 16, '42

"Scofched Barth®
pp.82-83

Interview, '42
Pp.835-84

Length (est. words)
3p-1,050

13p-%20 words

5p-1,660 words

24p-788 words

1p-325 words
5p-1,700 werds
1p-350 words
4p-175 words

1p-350 words
3p-~1,050 words

1p-350 wofds

2p-700 words

1p—350'words

1p-350 words
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- 16
17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

202

- Gandbhi's Major Messages, 1942-414

Article, '42

"Non-Viclent Resistance"
pp.84-86

Article, April 13, '42
"That Jli-fated Proposal®

Pp.%0-92

Article, April 26, '42  Harijan
Pp.93-96 7

Article, May 3, '42 Harijan

pPp.98-100

Article, May 11, '42

*To Every Briton"

Letter June, '42

pp.100-102
Press Conferencé, May 18, '42
pp.103-111 :
Article, May 31, '42 Harijan
p.11i
Interview, May 31, '42 Rashiriya
pp.111-114 Yuvak Sangh

. members
Interview, June, '42
pp.114-127 Louis Pischer
Interview, June, ‘42 International-

pp.137-139

Letter, June 1%, '42 Chiang Kai-
pp.1hl-14k4 shek
Letter, July, '42 President
pp.14a4-145 Roosevelt

IThe Times

2p-700 words
2p-680 words

3p-1,137 words
14p-525 words

2p-700 words

7ip-2,625 words
%p-i?ﬁ w§rds
21p-875 wérds
11p-3,850 WOras
5p-1,700 words
5p-1,700 words

2p-680 words

PP.127-133 News Service
Interview, June, '42 Associated
pp.133-137 Press
Letter to a correspondent

June, '42

%p—l?ﬁ words

3p-1,050 words

11p-525 words
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31

32

35

.34.

35

-

37

38

39
- 40
1

L2

43

kL

Article, '42

Pp.145-146

203

- Gandhi's Majer Messages, 10424k

194350 words

Editorial, July, '42 Harijan 11p-525 words

pPp.147-48

Interview, '42
pp.152-162

Letter '42
pp.162-163

Letter, '42
pp.164-165

Letter, '42
pp.165-168

Interview, '42
pp.168-170

Press | 10p-3,500 words
15p-525 words
1%p~525 words

Haiijén 13p«1,950 words

Press : 1p-525 words

Article, Aug. 2, 'h2 Harijan 31p-1,225 words

pp.175-176

Letter
pp.176-78

1042

Letter
rp.179-181

Letter
p.182

Speech . :
Pp.187-190

Letter
PP.217-218

Letter
pPp.227-228

Letter
p.228

2p-700 words

Manchester 21p-875 words

Guardian

British rulers 1p-325 words
21p-875 words

British Rulers 11p-437 words

" " 1p-325 words

" " 1p-325 words
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L6

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58
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Gandhi's Major Messages, 1942-44

Letter : British Bulers

19473

Letter , " .
PP.236-237 '

Letter " "

Letter - " "
Pp. 2434k

Le't*te'r- o " ) "
pp.262-274

Letter ' " "
pp.276-287

194

Speech : Congressmen
Pp.313-317

Article
PPR.320-22

Interview, July 14, Press
pp.324-27

Interview

pPp.330-331

Article, August 9 '"Quit India'

PP.335-337 - anniversary

Article, October
pPp.363-366

Interview "

pp.366-369

Speech, November 19, '4k All-India
pp.369-371 Basic Education
: : at Sevagram

13p-525 words

2p-640 words
2p-700 words
1p-350 words
12p-4,200 WOrds.

10p~3,500 words

34p-1,225 words
2p-700 words
3p-1,050 wofds.
14p-525 words
2p—700 words
3p~1,050 words
3p-1,050 words

2p-700 words



- 205

Pages ' Words .

Speeches 4
Editorials 3
Articles 16
Directives
or

Resolutions 1
Interviews

_ or

Press Confe~
rences 15
Letters . 19
TOTAL 58 . f 158 - 50,077

Not included: "Death of Kasturba" (Gandhi's wife) pp.293-309

"Gandhi-~-Jinnah Talks" - _ PpP.338-356

SOURCE: Mahatma: Life of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (8 vols,,

1951-54) by D.G. Tendulkar, Vol. VI, published by the
Government of India, 1953



Mao's Major Messapes, 194h2-4h

By Type of Documents
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(est. words)

. 18p~7,000 words

Speech, Feb,1, '42 Cccasion - Audience Length
"Rectify the Party's Inauguration

Style in Work" of the Central

PP.28-45 Party School of

the Chinese
"Communist Party

Speech, Teb.8, '42 Cadres meeting.in
"Oppose the Partiy Yenan :

'Bight-Legged' Essay"

Speech, May 23, '42
"Talks at the Yenan
Forum on Art and

Literature" pp.46-62

. Bditorial, Sept.7,'42 Liberaticn Daily
"An Extremely
Important Policy"

Editorial, Oct.12,'42 Liberation Daily
"The Turning-Point in

World War IIM

pp.98-103

Speech, Nov.6, '42
- "In Celebration of the
Twenty-Fifth Aniversary
of the October Revelution®
p.10%

Article, Dec, 1942 ~ Report: Economic and
"Economic and Financial Financial Problems
- Problems During the :

Anti-Japanese War"

Resolution, 1943 Central Committee of
"On Method of the Communist Party

. Leadership" ' :
rp.111-117

Editorial, July 12,'43 Liberation Daily
"Some Questions Put To

The Kuomintang®

pp.118-125

17p~6,500 words

31p~12,400 words

33p-1,440 words

5i+p-2,240 words

1p-240 words

6p-2,200 words

64p-260 words

71p-2,840 words
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11

i2

13

14

15
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Mao's Major Messages, 1942-4k

Directive, Oct.1, . '43 Central Committee of 5p-2,000 words
"Spread In The Base the Chinese Communist

Areas The Campaign For Party to the membership

Rent Reduction, For . o :

Production, And For The

Government and Protection

0f The People" o

pp. 126-130

Editorial, Oct.5, '43 Liberation Daily 17p-6,700 words
"A Comment On The . "
Eleventh Plenary Session

0f The Kuomintang's

Central Executive Committee

And The Second Session (f

The Third People's Political

Council”

pp. 131-147

Speech, Nov. 29, '43 ‘Reception to the 9p-3,500 words
*Let Us Get Organised"™ labour heroes of .

pp. 148-156 the Shensi-Kansu-

Ningsia border
region

Artiecle, April 12, '4h Preparatory to the 13%p-5,270 words

"Our Study And The Seventh Naticnal

Current Situation® Congress of the Party
T pp.157-170 _

Speech, Sept.8, '4k Memorial meeting 11p-600 words
"Serve The People" for Comrade Chang

pp.219-220 . Sgzu—~teh, held by orgs.

subordinate to Central
Committee of Chinese
Communizt Party

Editorial, Oct, 11, 'A4 Hsinhua News Agency 3p-1,200 words

"On Chiang Kai-Shek's
Speech On The Double
Tenth Festival”
pp.221-224
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Mao's Major Messages, 1942-4}4 .

16 Speech, Oct. 30, '44 Conference of 215870 words
“The United Front in Cultural and
Cultural Weork" _ educational
- pp. 225-227 workers'
Pages Words
Speeches | 7
Editorials 5
Articles 2
Directives
or 2
Resolutions
TOTAL 16 111 . 57,600

NOTE: Not included "Appendix: Resolution On Some Questions In
The History 0f Our Party." Froem page 171 to 218, probably
drafted by Mao. It was adopted on April 20, 1945,

SOURCE: FEnglish edition of The Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung,
Vol, IV, based on the Chinese edition, People’s
Publishing House, Peking, July 1952, (Lawrence & Wishart
Ltd., London: 195%) .
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Gandhi's Major Themes, 1G42-4k

Document 1, 1942

10
11
12
13
14

15
16

The elite must work for the welfare of the masses

The neWSpaper must be resumed to disseminate my views
on national issues

Imperialism is the enemy facing our country

'Back to the villages' is the most effective program
to serve the people.

Personal contact with the villagers must be established
through constructive program :

Document 2, 1942

The rich must work for the common good
Education is necessary to arouse the villagers

Spinning will provide employment

Document 5, 1942

The Congress Party must serve the interests of the poor
The students muét léarn their naticnal langunage

English language has enslaved the Indian mind
Universities must serve the needs of the masses
Universities must work toward communal harmony

Students must become models of simple living

Dpcument L, 1942

We must have political power to decide our own future

We are confident of our victory
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18

19

20

21
22

23

oy

25

26
27

28

29

30
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. Production of cloth will provide employment
- Influence depends on serving‘the masses

Document 5, 1942

Hindustani helps personal contact with illiterates

Hindustani creates natiounal unity

Document 6, 1042

Experts must help and advice the villagers
Cooperatives are economically beneficial to the masses

We must pay attention to humanitarianism

Document 7, 1942

The rieh must become trustees of their wealth for the
common welfare of the poor

Preserving the catitle is economically beneficial

Document 8, 1949

Power of nonvioclence is unique

Adoption of nonviolence has increased the prestige of
the Congress

Document 9, 1949

Nonviolence is the most effective method to fight a
powerful opponent

There must be a living personal hond between the leaders
and the masses

Document 10, 1042

The press must cafry a sustained agitation against
violence of the British ,
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Best weapon is fearlessness

Document 11, 1949

Elite with skills should help the villagers

Constructive programs will improve economic conditions inm
villages

Document 12, 1942

Able-bodied person should be given employment instead
of charity

Self-reliance ineviiably means real independence

"Document 15, 1942

Humanitarianism musi be given top priority in military
preparations

' Documént 14, 1942

Retreat is often a unigue method of resistance

Document 15, 1942 -

Nonviolent resistance is uniquely suited to the practice
of the dumb milliens

Confidence in our mission is the basis of our struggle
for independence :

Nonviolence is the best method to pursue our goal

Our goal must be the determined pursuit of the constructive
program ' '

. Document 16, 1942

' National harmony must be established -

Nonviolence must be followed scrupulously by ramk and
file '
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India must have control over her own defence

Document 17, 1942

It is morally wrong for Britain to enslave Asian and
African races '

Britain is following the imperialist pelicy of ‘divide
and rule(

Political freedom will enable Indian leaders to solve
national problems

We trust the masses never 1o take to violence

Nonviolence will be succegsful if the whole nation

~adopts it

Document 18, 1942

Britain is morally indefensible while she rules India

Morality demands that British withdraw

Document 19, 1G42

Britain will gain morally if they leave India voluntarily
Britain is expleiting India
Britain's war is impoverishing India

Britain's immoral domination of India must end

' Document 20, 1942

Unadulterated noncooperation will sterilize opponent's
weapons '

Britain's war will have moral basis only if she grants
India's freedom

We must maintain unity to achieve independence

Free India will be a moral force for the good of mankind



60

61

62
63

6k

65
66

67

68

69
70
71

72

7

T4
75

214

Document 21, 1949
We should rely on ourselveé to get rid of the British

We must make heavy sacrifices in our struggle of deliverance

Document 22, 1942

Imperialism is the greatest of evils

Noncooperafion means not. to do the ruler's bidding at any

-cost

Confidence in nonviolence will overcome slavery

_Documenf 23, 1042

" Britain will benefit morally if she withdraws voluntarily

Self-reliance is the best way to fight for independence

Document 24, 19L2

My moral appeal to Britain to free India is made in

Britain's own interest

Massés must be organized to stfengthen the movement
Nonviolence_i? uniquely suited to India's dunbd millions
Thousands ;f villagers are being oppressed by the British
The Congress Party is éommitted to.serving millions of

the poor ' in India

Document 25, 1942

Britain is exploiting India

I want uvnadulterated independence

Britain is spreading false propaganda against India

It is immoral for any nation {to hold another in bondage
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Document 26, 1642

Discipline and sacrifice are necessary for nonvielence

Confidence in nonviolence is protection against aggression

Document 27, 1942

Britain is oppressing the peopie of India
Britain is alone responsible for violence

I prefer anarchy toc the present slavery of India

Document 28, 1949

We must be self-reliant in working out our own salvation

I will run the risk of anarchy to win freedom

Document 20, 1942

Britain is exploiting India and Africa

Britain's acceptance of my proposal will put her on a

" moral plane

Document 30, 1942

Civil disobedience is necessary for India's survival

Passivity has led to most ef our difficulties

Document 31, 1942

Britain practices the most organized and successful
violence in India the world has seen

Document 32, 1042

Our demand is unconditional freedom

Qur demand is based on justice
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For the first time in history the unique methed of non-
violence has been practiced by vast masses

Document 33, 1942

Congress must represent national interests

- It is India's moral right to demand British withdrawal

Our demand is wholly just and vindicates justice

Document 34, 1942

Harijah may be suppressed by the British but my ideas
eannot o '

Harijan propagates my ideas on nonviolence

Document 35, 19492

We appeal for British withdrawal in the.ndme of justice

I have an undying faith in the responsiveness of human
nature

Document 36, 1942 .

We have to make ﬁany sacrifices for our liberty

Initial act of justice is necessary for Britain te win
the war

Britain intends to continue imperialism

Document 37, 1642

Congress ﬁust représent national interests of all
Autocracy must ﬁe converted intﬁ genuine trusteeship
The masses are pillars of strength of our movement

Education of the masses will lead to eradication of
inequalities
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Document 38, 1942
My movement serves the downtrodden masses
Justice demands that Britain free India

My deed will carry conviction against false. propaganda

Document 39, 1642

Indian national government will be based upon the will
of the majority of the people

I have unflinching confidence in the efficacy of non-
violence

Indian press will help wih the national cause

National unity will end communal disharmony

Decument 40, 1042

British are repressing an authentic national movement
British oppression is causing suffering to millions
It is the duty of the masses not to betray the movement

by violence :

Document 41, 1042

| We must fight imperialism and not the British people

Congress must represent the whole naticn

Pover must belong to the people

Document 42, 1942

We must prepare for much higher.sacrifices

Document 45, 1942

My activities are humanitarian and not political
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Document 44, 1G42

Congress policy musi remain unequivocally nenviolent
The British in India are responsible for violence

The British repressjon is breeding discontent

Document 45, 1042

~ The British Government is spreading false propaganda

My method is trusthfulness in the face of falsehood

The law of nonviclence knows no defeat

Document 46, 1943

The British are responsible for violence

British repressiveness 1is daily increasing

Only national government can relieve misery of poverty

Document 47, 1943

Civil disobedience is a legitimate method against the
British '

I appeal to Highest Tribunal for justice

Document 48, 1943

I reiterate openly my confidence in nonviolence

Document 49, 1943

I am confident national movement cannot be defeated
because nonviolence knows noe defeat

‘Do or Die' means do your duty
My method is based on nonviolence

Congress is committed to attaining India's freedom
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136  The British Governmeht has invited violence when the
: people want to proceed peacefully

Document 50, 1943

137 'Quit India' movement aims to free India
- 138  Adoption of nonviolence has raised the prestige of Congress

139 The.British Goveroment is imperialist, not democratic

" Document 51, 104k

1490 Method of nonviolence has awakened the masses
141 ”Wealthy'must work for thg'welfare of the masses
142 .Only a national government can help the suffering poor

143 Discipline and dedication is hecessary to practice civil
disobedience

144  Harijan helps to convey my message to the people

Document 52, 104k

145 FPress can advance the.cause of India's freedonm

Document 53, 1944

146 - Nonviolence is my basic belief and practice

147 Sacrifice of Congressﬁen has raised the status of Iandia
in the eyes of the world

148 The method of nonviolence will bring India's freedom

149 British rule is causing progressive poveriy of people

Document 54, 1944

150 Only national government can establish democracy

151 "Quit India' resolution demands that India he governed
by Indians
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Document 55,.194h

152  Civil disobedience is necessary‘to.resist domination
153 Influence depends,oh truthfulness and sincerity

154 My movement aims toward achieving the welfare of the masses

Document 56, 194k

155 Discipline is as necessary for civil discobedience as it is
for an armed struggle

156 Sacrifice is necessary to achieve independence

157 Education must help students to gain national conscious-
ness

158 Duty toward the country must be kept in mind by the labor
when making demands '

-~

Document 57, 1944

159 I visuvalize a system of trusteeship where there would
be no poor

160 Discipline and sacrifice is real bulwark of people.against
: injustice
161 Congress is fully committed to serving the toilers of
the land

162 NoncooPeration is the soverign remedy for safeguarding
farmer's interests

Documeni 58, 1944
163 You must take up the challenge of serving the villagers

164 We must establish a living persoﬁal link between ourselves
and the people

165 New education is necessary to learn how to serve the
people

166 Truthfulness must be followed in every action of our life
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Nonviolence is a unique force for good

It is through new education that we learn to resist
selfishness ' '

Mao's Major Themes, 1G42-4}

Document 1, 1942

0
11
12
13
14
15
16

We must build up a centralized, unified Party
Intellectuals must serve the people
We must integrate theory with practice

Yorkers and peasants are more knowledgeéble than
intellectuals .

Natioral unity is necessary for which we are striving

Tolerance is a more effective treatment than violence
in cases of political illness

Sectarianism within Party creates factional struggles
Subjectivism is incompatible with Party principles

Party serves ihe masses

Document 2, 1942

Learn the languagé_bf thg masses which has content
fersonal integrity determineé influencé.

Learn from the common people how to bring change

Do not bluff people' |

Communist movement is scientific as it is based on truth
Agitation must be based on facts |

Formalism has no real content
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Speak simply and directly to the rank-and-file worker

Document 3, 1942

Merge with the peoplé through art and literature
Serve the broad mésées of the people

Cadre must undergo a long process of re-education
Cadre muSﬁ gain knowledge of Marxism-Leninism
Imperialist culture undermines.people‘s.culture

Learn to understand the masses through their art and
literature

Serve the people in a practical way through Yarxism
Sectarianism disrupts the Party
Experts should serve chiefly the masses

Political struggle must be cémmunicated through art and
literature

Serve the masses to gain support

Document L, 1949

We are confident of our victory

Party organization must be effectively channeled to
reach the masses

We remain powerful in spite of our small organization

"We shall become invineible

We shall finally defeat the enemy

Document 5, 1942

Fascism iz based on aggression

We must stop fascist aggression
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Stalingrad victory is a unique event for the world

We are confident the world sitpa£ion will change

Docunment 6, 1042

We are confident of our own future victory

We have been waging a just war against the imperialists

Our Anti-Japanese war calls for sacrifice

The dawn of victory is already in sight

Document-7; 1942

Economic well-being of all is our slogan

"Economic development will prov1&e supplies

Do not tax the people too heav11y

Serve the people to lighten their burden
Bureaucracy is harmfui to the party |
A unite& Parfy will achieve our goal

After victory people will be better off economically

Document 8, 1943

~Link the general with the specific by studying facts

Link the leadership with the masses by personal example

Publicise general directives by personal contact

Conduct mass campaigns to establish links with masses
Discipline and sacrifice are the criteria for leaders
Personal contact is the best way to reach the masses

Trust the masses and follow "“from the masses, to the
masses” principle
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Bureaucratic leadership is harmful

A well organized Party permits mobilization of masses

' Education means 1éarning the Marxist theory

Document 9, 19435

The Kuomintang-capitalist party has set itself against
the Chinese people ‘

The Communist Party stands for a united China

The uomintang is colléborating with the Japanese
imperialists

It is the duty of the Kuomintang to strengthen Besistance
to the enemy

Kiomintang is increasing the danger of a civil war
We consider cur demands entirely just
The Kuomintang-capitalists are plotting the "dissolution®

of the Communist Party which will weaken China

Document 10, 19&3

Bent reduction is mass organized étruggle of the peasants
Press reports on the strugglé will arouse the masses

Party members must set a personal example among the masses
Bureauératic approach ié harmful to economic &evelopment

Power means unity between the Party, the government, the
army and the people

Launch a broad mass campaign to facilitate our struggle

Document 11, 1943

The Soviet Union will annihilate fascism and liberate
people



73

2

75
76
77
78
79

80

81
82
33
84

85

86

87
88

89

90

91

225
Japanese imperialists wili try to deétroy Communists in
China '
Fascism will ﬁe bﬁried beneath the waves of change
The world wiil enter a great age of liberation
Civil war will lead to the extinction 6f the [{uomintang
lLuomintang is deceiving people by false propaganda
All patriotiec forces must unité and save China
Pgtriotic forces must work toward democracy and freedom
An unprecedented great change in human history is

imminent

Document 12, 1943

We must combine fighting with mass organization

We shall-Certainly crush the Japanese iﬂperialists

We are confident of winning

Self-reliance is ﬁf great significance to our strugglé
Kuomintang is inflicting poverty on the people
{futual-aid organizations will bring economic wellbéing

Mutual-aid was wisely discovered by the masses themselves

Personal contact with the masses must be established

Bureaucracy leads to communication barriers with the
masses ’

Warlordism is the result of isolation from masses

Document 13, 1944

Learn from past experience in order to avoid making
mistakes o
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Toleration can unite comrades
Concrete analysis of concrete conditions is Marxism

Chinese revolution 1s unique in its unusual protracted—
ness -

Unique feature of the Chinese revolution is the vital
importance of rural base areas :

.Education of inner-Party comrades will strengthen Party

Chinese Communist Party has overcome enormous difficulties

We must study facts and problems of big cities

We must organize the masses in the big cities

Maintain close contact with masses to avoid mistakes
Learn the method of analysis of qoncrete'facts

Chinese revolution will triumph

Document 14, 1944

It is of great 51gn1f1cance to die for the interests of
the people

We trust the judgement of the masses

Our goal is to liberate the entire nation, particularly
the masses

We must be courageous in times of'difficulty
It is our duty to struggle hard for the sake of people

Struggle necessarily entails sacrifice, and death is
common

To die for the sake of people is to die a
worthy death

Mass memorial meetings should become a regular practice

Mass mourning honoring the dead will express national
unity
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112 "Wee are marching toward a common national goal

Document 15, 1944l

113 Japanese imperialism is daily menaping China

114 Iluomintang lacks competence in political, military,
economic or cultural field

115 Chiang Kai-shek must strengthen the United Front against
enemy :

116 Chiang ¥ai-shek must meet people's demand for democracy

117 Chiang is preparing for civil war against the Chinese

Communist Party
118 Chiang will not succeed in any of his schemes

119 Chiang is repressing people into holding their tongues

Document 16, 1944

120 Japanese imperialism is mustering up all its strength
for a last dying kick

121 War is our first prioriiy in our struggle
122 Culture helps army to fight enemies in their minds
193- Under the present system broad masses are still illiterate

124 Education through a united front can fight illiteracy

125 Education should be expanded -through schoois, literacy
classes and other means-

126 Serve the people through trained doctors

197 Diséipline is the first principle of the united front
128 Education through united front:is important

129 Cultural ﬁorkers must serve the people with enthusiasm
130 . Culturél workers must work in close contact with the

masses



131
132

133

228
The masses are capable of making up their own minds

Our cultural work will activate the masses

Personal exanmple and deed makes people believe in
workers '
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Reliability

The reliability of the analysis was achieved'by measuring
agreement among two coders, Using Scott's inter-observer agree-

ment coefficient for nominal scales;

Po -~ Pe

i — Pe

where Po is the proportioh of observed agreements and Pe is the
preportion of agreements that would be ekpected by chance. If

the reliability test produces the following contingency table

Coder 1
i 2.....]
1 n.,
2 n.y
Coder 2 1  n, . n,.
: ij i
1, T, Uy, n..

then the obserxved propertion of agreements is

_ 1
Foo = == = my
1

and the expected proportion is:

1 :
.. n

— n., n..
i

n..

Pe =

We accept variables as reliable if jﬁf is ,7 or larger,
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