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S P E C I F I C A T I 0 N 

for 

PU B L I C L I B RARY. 

Specifications of material and workmanship r eq.lired , 

and to be furnished, for the erection and completion of a 

Pi,.blic Library for the City of ------~--- in accordance 

\·:ith drawings and this specification of Architect E. E. 

Beighle , and under the sup'-rvision of a conpetent Struct·.u-al 

En, ,ineer to be appointed by the Building Committee of the 

City Council . 
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GENEI~ cor:nrrrm;s ==-=-=..: -=-==-::...: == 

Co .tractors v:ishing to bid shall follow the f ollo\'.L>lg 

form :--

Panhatto.n , ~ansas , June 1908. 

Building Cot11ni:.tee, 

Dea!" Sirs :--

I propose to erect and complete the Public Library 

in accorde.nce ..-ith the dra·:;ings and specific~tions of Arc'".itect 

E. E. Beighle for the sum of --------dollars (t----); the 

building to be delivered complete six months fro~ the f orr:ial 

acceptance of this bid . 

J ohn Smith, 

Contractor . 
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OBLIGATIO S OF COU'.>.'RAC'I'OR: 

ve 11 is persona superintendenc e to t he work The Contracto· shall i' · 1 

of ere~tion, and furnish all material, transportation, labor, scaffol ding 

and appliances required for the full perforaance of the work herein speci-

iied . He shall obtain all necessary permits, paying the lawfd pr ice 

charged for such i shall c-ive the requisite notice to the proper author-

ities rel:::i.tive to the work in hi's char - ge i shall be liable for all accidents, 

or dru:iage to property, traceable to t li.e negligence of himself or hi s employes; 

and shall be responsible for any violation of local laws or ordinances • 

He s!:all d ly and adequately protect his work during the process of constr

uction , and shall insure the building as soon as the work has progressed far 

enough to Viar rant it . 

Tl e Contractor shall, during the progress of the work , keep the 

premises free fror:i all debris, shall re!?love all rubbish when the vrork is 

completed, and shall repair all damages done to the work resulting froro any 

cause, (except damage by fire) at the termination of his work . 

The Contractor shall in no way interfere with the superintendence 

of the Structural Eng.Lneer, appointed by the Building Conunittee , who shall 

at all times have acce s to, and power of inspection over the works; to 

accept materials or workmanship in · is judgement satisfactory, or reject 

such not in accordance \'1ith drawine;s and specifications · 
Any material re-

jected by the superintendent shall be i;nmedi&tely removed from the premises . 

I n case of .nisunderstanding in regard to t~e interpretation of the drawings 

the Architect ' s decisions shall be final and binding on all parties concerned . 

The Contractor shall lay out the building in accordance with the 

dravlings end oral directions of the Struct•ffal F.ngineer, and shall be res

ponsible for any dar.m.ge to adjoining property or any error that may oc cur 

in the laying out of the work . 



The time req ired by the builders for the completion of the work, 

from the date of the acceptance of th e proposal, shall be stated in the bids., 

and this date will be incorporated in the contract . In case this li, it is 

.... of the payments the exceeded the Superintendent shall deduct and reta; ... out 

sum of twenty five dollars (¢25 . 00), for ee.ch and every day beyond the time 

limit as specified in the contract. 

The Contractor shall be req· ire-! to _: ive security in form to be 

approved , to the anount of one-half of the contract price . 

DRAWINGS : 

The drawL~gs illustrating the work consist of plans , elevations, 

and details; and give the scheme, design , and general details to be followed, 

and are numbered consecutively froo l to 12, incl~sive . They will be 

supplemented by such additional drawings a.s may be necessary to intelligent-

l y carry out the work . 
'l'hese drawings have been prepared with due care , 

but the Contractor shnll not take advantage of any errors that may occur 

therein , but shall not .f y the Architect of such errors , thnt they may be 

corrected . 

The figures in the drawings shall be to.ken in preference to the 

ocale measurements, and the detail drawings in preferenc e to the :;onoral 

Any work not fully expre"'sed in the drawinf;S , or •1ot otherwise 
dravli11gs . 

shown for the sake of brevity, shall be exec •ted in full spirit e.nd meaning . 

Ho deviation fron the original plans shall be o.1 lowed iron the original 

pl ans except written permission is grunted by Sup,~rintendent • 
The r Lght is reso

1
·vod to make chnngo~• in tho detail drawings · 

However , if such changoo aball increu.sc Lho oxpen~1 e of construction , a. 

j ust allovm.nco shall ho oJlowod to tho Contructor, the s11m to ho fixed by 

the Superintondont . 



PA".C:.1ENTS: 

Payments on account of work executed will be made on estimates 

ftu"nished by the Super intendant on or about the first day of each month. 

These estimates will be made on the amount of work done durin.; the preceding 

month, ur.d a certificate v:ill be issued to the Contractor, setthlg forth the 

value of this \"JOrk, with an order on the City Treasurer for 8ct/o of its value, 

which order shall be payable or or about the 10th day of the month. The 

balance shall be retained until si.-v:.ty days after tl.e completion und accept-

ance of the struct ire . 

STRUCTURAL WORK. 

EXCAVATIONS : 

The Contractor shall escavate un er the entire buildin~ , as in-

dicated in tho dravlings . He shall also excavate for the f ounda~ion to a 

depth indicated in the cross-section, and i n width 611 
on each side of the , 

concrete footings. 

The material excavated shall be handled in the most approved 

manner, so as to avoid blocking the highway with surplus earth. 
The Con-

tractor shall, when so ordered by the Superintendent, make such changes as 

may be deemed recessary for the protection of property, or the mainte-

nance of travel . 

MORTAR & CruENT: 
(1) The lime used in the cement and mortar shall be of the best 

quality, freshly burned and well slaked. 

(2) The sand shall be clean, shar p river sand, well screened and free 

fror.1 all earthy matter · 

(3) The cement shall be of the best grade Portland . 

( 4) The mortar shall be tnorougl .ly mixed and made in the following 

59 
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proportions : (a) Lime· on t l' , e par ime, three parts sand . (b) C t emen ; 

one part Portland cer.ient, three parts sand . 

(5) Concrete; one part Portland c8ment, two parts sand, and 

~~parts crushed rock, well screened . 

( 6) Pointing cement; one part l ime, one part cement , and two 

parts sl•arp riv€·I' sard . 

n,ooRS, PAVEHFJ~'Ts, ETC .: 

The basern~mt floor shall be leveled off six inches below the 

f inisl.ed floor line and welJ tamped at all points . This sl1all then be 

covered \':ith a cement co:r:crc1.e coJ: five inches in t hickness, a.nd f i nished 

v!ith a top; dressing of cement one inch thick , of equal parts cemer:t and 

sand, to · e floated to a smooth surface . 

The urea bo~t on. shall re of like constn.ctior. except the concrete 

shall he traeo inches thick, and the finishing coat one inch thick . This 

shall he flo 1-1 ted s oth tov:ard a 3" tile drain. 

DRAH'S: 

Lay a 4" tile drain around the entire building eight feet from 

the foundation wall, and level with the bottom course of f ooting concrete , 

e.nd leading to tho nearest natural or artificial drain. 

P· t under all walls, chimneys, piers, exterior steps , etc · , 

t l] t 
.. 
10 

lnc·ers of concrete footing each 12
11 

thick , the first 
excep area wa. s, , °'• 
layer extencing 8" and the second 4" on each side of the foundat i on wall . 

FOUlIDATION \VALLS : 

All Et tone work, unless otherwise specified shall he of best grade 

nature lime stone, to be laid on their natural beds · 
The foundation walls 



up to grade shall consist of rl4bble work, the stone to be sounc. and free from 

all imperf actions , well tied together, the headers to be ir.serted every four 

feet in length, and every two feet in height . All joints shall be vreather 

... ,. ·•-uo e s one sha-1 be laid in poirited inside and out with po;,..,t;,..,rr cement . Th t 

cement mortar • 

DAUP COURSE : 
On a line averaging six inches above grade , lay a damp course as 

follows : Level the wall as much as the stone courses will allm, and cover 

with a good cout of Trinidad asphalt applied hot ,--cover this with a. layer of 

heavy \7f:ight tarred pa.per, finishing with a second coat of asphalt . 
Plaster 

the walls below, from footing to damp course, with cement mortar and coat 

v:::. th a.sphal t . 

AREAS : 
Build up area walls and walls from basement steps with rubble stone 

18" thick, and cope with a course at least 10" thick and projecting l " on 

each side of the wall. 
. d d ~ 7 1/2" 

The basement steps shall consist of one piece resse s~one 

thick end 14" wic.e, each stone lapping t wo inches over the one bel ow, and 

housed two inches in the wall at each end • 

ASHLAF. FACING: 
Face the stone above grade with random ashlar ir. al terna.ting ranc;es 

The ashlar facing shall measure ir: width 5", 9", 
of 611 and 12" t l ickness . 

This shall be backed with a 
and 12", varying as indicated in the drawings · 

quarry 
stone having a surf ace measur ement of at 

12 " rubble work of sound 

least one square foot . 
The facing shall be tied to the rubble work with 

These shall be spaced every four feet . 
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All joints sball be ma.de level, true t 1 o a ine and broken . No vertical 

joint shall he more than 12" thick. Th e sides and builds of ashlar s hall be 

· eir natured beds without exception. neat l y jointed and the ctones oet on th · 

Plaster all ashlar on the back, and bed in cement mortar. Rake 

c ean e face of the stone work out all joints to a depth of ore- half 1'ncl1·, 1 th 

with a stiff steel brush and point with pointing cement . 

CUT S'iOl~ : 

Cd stone shell be used as indicated in the drawings. All cut 

stone used mw:;t be sound , unif arm in color, free from seams, sand holes , and 

oth€r imporfections . All beds must be squarely cut , all sides cut vertical 

through the f :.ill depth of the stone and all corners and edges cut clean and 

sharp . 

BRICK \'TORK: 

All hrick i>ha.11 he layed wet in dr y v1art1 weather, e.nd dry in damp 

weather . 
The brick vtork shall consist of chimney , inside pilasters and in-

side arches . All "hr ick shall be sound and well burned . 
The facing brick 

for tr.e pilasters shall he glazed on sides and ends exposed . 
All brick shall 

be laio in cement mortar . 

PLA.5Tl RIHG : 

Pla!'lter a.11 walls and ceilings Jexcept the ceiling beneath the 

gallery floor and the st cco mouldings shown in the drawi ngs ;with a scratch 

The scratch coat shall be mixed in the proportion 
coat and a brown coat . 

The brown coat 
of one barrel lime, three barrel sand, and l 12 bushel hair · 

shall he mixed in the proportion of one barrel lime , five barrel sand , and 

1/ 4 bushel hair . 
The brown coat shall stand ten days, and the scratch coe.t 

The scratch coat shal l be applied with sufficient 
three days before usinG · 

The brown coat shall he 
forc e 1..o secure a 1 ood clutch on the ceiling . 
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floated to a smootl·, even surface . All surf ace behind the wains coating and 

base boards shall he plastered dovm to the floor l ine. 

FINI SHING COAT : 
Finish alJ plru1tered surface above wainsconting a.nd base boards 

with a hurd coat consistir.g of lime, putty , fine washed river sand and plast-

er of Paris, mixed in approved proportions, carefully applied and t r owled 

down to a smooth, polished surface , free from trowel or brush marks . 

The t:louldir.g v1ork in the gallery indicated in the gallery shall be 

of stucco put on in approved style . 

FLOOI ' JOIST' GIRDERS' rrc . : 
The floor joist and e irders shall 

of d imensions indicated in the drawi,..·gs · 

he of best quality Geor gia pine , 

The floor and ceiling d ,.:.J; ha:l l 

be spaced sixteen inches apart vritr ccovmin& ede;e up · 
The rafters shall 

be spuced two f eet ap~rt . 

FLOORI KG: 

false 

ROOFI NG : 

Dimensions of . .iembers : 

d 16" Floo1 joist , 3" x 14" --- space 

. 2" x 12" , Collin&: joist , reading room, 
spaced 16" 

2" 12" Floorjoistfori;allery , x ' 
d 1611 

space 

2" 6" space 
CeilirfT joist a ove t.allery, x ' - - - · 

d 1611. 

ft 3" x 6" --- spaced 2 ' • ra ers , ' Al 
nine feet with l" x 3" bridg-

All floor joist shall be bridged every ing. 

Cover the entire first floor and 

flo or laid diagonally on the joist. 

gallery with a l" x 10" hard pine 

x 6" sheathinr; spaced 2 1/2". 
Cover the entire roof with l " 

Cover 

l 
. le 

5 
and cover all hips 

this with slrite s 1ing ' ' 

and ridges with tile ridge caps . 



The rafter plate shall consist of 311 x 811 hard pine bolted i nto 

the stone work every t'ot<r feet with a 3/ 4" x 2' anchor bolt with a two 

inch head. 

Il!SIDE FIKISP : 

The first story end e;all ery f ir:ished floor shall not be laid until 

the plaste1·ing has been completed . When the plastering has been completed 

the carpenter shall lay heavy weigf.t felt paper with a 3' lap over the entire 

r::.rst end gallery floors, and over this he shall lay a 3/4" x 2" tongue and 

grooved quarter savred oak floor, well driveri toge'ther and blind nailed . 

All window frames shall be made in accordance with detail drawings . 

T~ e frame shall he made of oest grade white pine, or cypress . The frames 

for masonry shall be as follows : 2 1/2" sills, l 1/811 cas:..r:gs, 1 1/811 

blind hangir.g st)•les, l 1/8" pulle~ s1.ile!! and heads , 7 /8" x 1/2" parting 

strips, and 7/811 back lin:i1~ . 

SASHES : 

The sashes for the r.ie.sonry windows shall be 1 3/ 4" thic~, of beat 

grade whitr. pine or cypress . 

DOOR FHPJ'.I.S, DOOhS: 

The door frames shall be panel frames made of 2" x e" best grade 

quarter sawed oak v. ith panel of 3/4" same muterie.l. 

All doors shall be of ·~hite oak vene<·r, of ap~roved pattern , and 

she..11 meast<re 2 1/2" in thickness . 

Iti.SIDF. ThI: AHT' BA~f : 

All windows t t roughout the building shall be trimried to conf orr:i to 

All inside finish shall be of best r:,rade quarter sawed 
the detail drawings . 

h 7 /8" x 10" , and the window 
The bar.e as shown in the drawint;s shall e oe.k . 



trim 7/8" x 611
, with mouldings to conforrJ to d6 tuil drawings . 

The wainscoating slcll tc constructed as sLo\m by detail drawings . 

The steel beams supporting gallery shall be boxed as shovm by de

tail drawings . 

!AIN ST AIRS : 

C :nstruct the stairs as shovm in the drawir.t,S. The :nain rotigh 

str .i.r.g rs shall be 3" x 10" hard pine . 

The contractor shall furnish all hardware reqt.irec. for the proper 

construc~icn of the bulldi~g . 

The contractor shall furnis h tinner ' s coods , such as flas hings , 

e"~c . , required for th proper construction of the bui:ding . 

'l'he chimney flashir.gs shc...11 run six inches under the shingl es and 

t.he gutter f lanhings !:ihcll run six incl:es t.nder the shini;les, ano four 

inches into the f.ltone work . The gutter shall be constructed as shown by 

dot:i ~l drm1ings . 

CAST-IF'Ol'. PIPES : 

All cc.r.t iron pipes s:.:..11 be sound, smooth on i Le inside , cylil:drical 

free fro . cracks :lnd sand holes, e.nd ur.if orm ir. thickness anc .. of fallowing 

weight per pound : 

J OD 1S : 

ti in diameter, r:: 1/2 pounds per foot ,, 

" 9 1/2 
II " II II II 

3" ti " 

" " II II II 

4 " II II II 13 

" " " " " 
5" II " " 17 

" " " " " 
6" II " II 20 

ll
. ·on pipe shall be made v1ith picked oakum 

All joint.s ir. tho co.st 

1.95 
I J,. 



and r.:o 1 ten l ead . TrE. Contractor s'"' 1 1 f" ... ni·s·r. -..? • ,, ·1 ~ .... ~t~ se, a,;.._ se~e::-s , so~-

pi pes , drains , etc . as si.o.n i ndrayr.!.r.gs . 

FIX'I urn::s : 

T l e Contractor shall furnish and p:...t • ... p _r. good u-i:>rk..:r.~ orcer -... he 

follo~·:il~b fixtures : 

S.l.x .:a~m· closets in e::i.ch toile"'.. roe:?? . 

Two lavatories in each toile-: room and one in the jan.:.tcr ' s roe:?! . 

I nsido wood work sl :::.11 he tr sated ·. o or.e co::.t of ..._bite f :Ule+:: , cne coa~ 

of i:;ood grade of shellac varnish applied ".':it!'l bn:s!-;, anri cr.e cont of &i:>od 

shellac Ynrnish rubbed in with hand flannel . 

~ood work in itn ni....turul color . No stains sl.~l t· used . .u: r.ril toles 

and joints sl.cll he ci....re f;;l Y. put<..ied ~·:ith colored p·;.._-:; , cclc::-ec -:i.:c sc.!he 

as the ':O~ • 

The f irnt coa"" .. of shcll&c varnish mu:-:i be -::~d· l~ "J s~ pe:pe::-e-d v;ith 

#1/2 snnd paper before the cecond coat is ~pplied . 

Putt:,· , clean, du.t , .,lrellac , protect as is rec_uirecl of a. ::.;:;~ - c::.2..Ss ~::; . 

FLOOR Fl.NI SH : 

Al l floors ::;hall be planed r.nd oiled <:.s soon es :.~ic . lif~cr "..he 

t b 
·ia· ' b •• ... 1c•.,d -r.,,_ -~~--.,, ... '"},r_, 

inside vurnish work of he Ul.- ing m:.s cc., ccI:J!' "~ , ........ _ ---"v- -·~-

clo~n tr.c floors frorn all stains ano iinish -:..he!:l .,ith one co~~ ~!' 3err: 

&. Co • s . An1..iqu Ot..k St!"l.in, o.nd a good coat o: sl e- lac •:a!'"ni.sh !"UC ec. c ~..-m ~o 

a dead finish . 

Ai?i ly thr eC' co~tts of white lend und oil t:: the o~ tsicc ~o':ld~·ork . 
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