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ABSTRACT
Background and objectives: The production of inflammatory cytokines is tightly regulated 
by epigenetic and non-epigenetic mechanisms, among which acetylation and deacetylation of 
histones and non-histone proteins plays a prominent role.  HDAC inhibitors (HDACi) suppress 
cytokine production by rheumatoid arthritis (RA) patient immune and stromal cells and are 
potent therapeutics in animal arthritis models.  However, the molecular mechanism(s) by 
which HDACi mediate their anti-inflammatory effects is largely unknown.  In our previous 
work we identified acceleration of mRNA degradation as a mechanism contributing to 
HDACi suppression of IL-6 production in RA fibroblast-like synoviocytes (FLS).  This study was 
undertaken to characterize the role of reduced mRNA stability in HDACi-mediated regulation 
of RA FLS inflammatory activation.  

Methods: RA FLS were treated with IL-1β in the presence or absence of ITF2357 and total RNA 
was extracted.  Expression and mRNA stability of IL-1β-responsive genes was analyzed using 
quantitative PCR arrays.  The frequencies of AU-rich elements (AREs) in the 3’-UTRs of the 
analyzed genes were determined using the Bioconductor package Biostrings.  Production of 
IL-8, MMP1, MMP3 and TIMP1 was measured by ELISA. 

Results: RA FLS exposure to ITF2357 reduced the mRNA levels of 85% of genes induced by 
IL-1β, including cytokines (IL-6, TNFα, IL-1α, IL-1β), chemokines (CCL2, IL-8, CXCL2, CXCL3, 
CXCL6, CXCL9, CXCL10), matrix-degrading enzymes (MMP1, MMP3, MMP13), and intracellular 
molecules regulating cellular inflammatory responses (COX-2, IRAK2, NFKB1, IRF1).  In contrast, 
ITF2357 failed to modulate expression of genes non-responsive to IL-1β.  Consistent with mRNA 
expression data, ITF2357 dose-dependently suppressed protein secretion of IL-8, MMP-1 
and MMP-3, without affecting TIMP-1 production.  Analyses of mRNA stability confirmed 
accelerated decay of IL-6 mRNA after FLS treatment with HDACi, and identified a number of 
other transcripts, including IL-8, COX-2, CXCL2, Bcl-XL and ADAMTS1, which are regulated by 
HDACi in a similar fashion.  3’ UTRs of these transcripts were characterized by significantly 
higher frequencies of AREs than other HDACi-sensitive genes in RA FLS. 

Conclusions: We demonstrate that HDACi prevent induction of the majority of genes induced 
by inflammatory stimulation of RA FLS and identify modulation of mRNA stability as an important 
mechanism underlying the anti-inflammatory effects of HDACi.  However, kinetics analysis of 
other HDACi-sensitive genes also suggests the presence of additional molecular mechanisms 
by which HDACi regulate gene expression in RA FLS.
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INTRODUCTION
Inflammatory cytokines and chemokines are central regulators of the immune system, and 
temporal and balanced regulation of their expression is necessary for an effective but self-
limiting immune response.  Excessive production and accumulation of cytokines leads to chronic 
inflammation and tissue damage typically associated with immune-mediated inflammatory 
diseases (IMIDs), including rheumatoid arthritis (RA).1,2  In RA, cytokines such as tumor necrosis 
factor α (TNFα), interleukin (IL)-1β and IL-6 produced by leukocytes infiltrating the synovial 
tissue activate stromal fibroblast-like synoviocytes (FLS).  FLS in turn invade surrounding tissues 
and secrete matrix-degrading enzymes, thereby contributing to irreversible destruction of 
bone and cartilage.3,4  The importance of cytokines in RA pathobiology has been confirmed by 
successful introduction of anti-cytokine therapies to the treatment of RA,5 and initial clinical 
efficacy of compounds targeting signaling pathways directly involved in cytokine production 
has recently been demonstrated.6  

Expression of inflammatory cytokines is tightly regulated at multiple levels, among which 
modulation of mRNA stability plays an important role.7,8  Cytokine mRNAs belong to the 
shortest-lived mRNAs, and the relative instability of these transcripts depends on the presence 
of conserved AU-rich elements (AREs) in their 3’ untrasnlated regions (UTRs).9  The importance 
of ARE-dependent regulation in cytokine responses has been demonstrated in an animal 
study using mice overexpressing human TNFα in which the 3’ UTR sequence was substituted 
with the β-globin 3’ UTR lacking the TNFα ARE motif.  In this model, animals spontaneously 
developed chronic inflammatory arthritis associated with aberrant TNFα expression patterns, 
and this phenotype could be prevented by treatment with anti-TNFα antibodies.10  Similarly, 
inflammatory arthritis was observed in mice lacking the endogenous ARE sequence within the 3’ 
UTR of the TNFα gene.11  Regulation of mRNA decay is mediated by ARE-binding proteins (ARE-
BPs), such as AU-rich binding factor-1 (AUF1), tristetraprolin (TTP), KH-type splicing regulatory 
protein (KSRP) and HuR, which recruit ARE-containing mRNAs to the exosome where they 
undergo deadenylation and eventual degradation.12  TTP-deficient mice develop autoimmune 
syndromes and arthritis,13 and macrophages from mice lacking TTP are characterized by 
increased production and mRNA stability of TNFα.14,15  ARE-mediated mRNA instability is 
not restricted to TNFα as ARE-BPs have been shown to affect mRNA decay of several other 
inflammatory mediators, including IL-2, IL-6, interferon γ, and both CC and CXC chemokine 
ligands.16  Finally, microRNAs (miRNAs) contribute to the complex regulation of cytokine mRNA 
turnover via both ARE-dependent and -independent mRNA deadenylation and degradation.17,18 

Activity of histone deacetylases (HDACs) is typically associated with epigenetic regulation 
of gene expression through the modulation of histone acetylation status resulting in changes 
of chromatin structure,19,20 but in recent years it has became apparent that HDACs also target 
some 1700 non-histone proteins.21  Many of these proteins are directly or indirectly involved in 
controlling gene expression: reversible protein acetylation affects activation of intracellular 
signaling pathways, transcription factor activity and retention, mRNA stability, protein translation 
and secretion.22,23  HDAC inhibitors (HDACi) can suppress inflammatory cytokine production by 
murine and human immune cells,24-27 and display therapeutic efficacy in animal models of chronic 
and acute inflammatory disorders, including colitis, lupus, multiple sclerosis, graft-versus-host 
disease and arthritis.28,29  Although regulation of the components of mitogen-activated protein 
kinase (MAPK), signal transducer and activator of transcription (STAT), and nuclear factor-κB 
(NF-κB) pathways have been proposed to mediate anti-inflammatory effects of HDACi,30-32 broader 
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analyses of molecular events underlying HDACi suppression of inflammatory cytokines failed to 
find a unifying mechanism related to HDACi modulation of signal transduction machinery.33,34 

We recently reported that HDACi prevent IL-6 production in RA FLS and macrophages by 
promoting acclerated degration of IL-6 mRNA,33 identifying a novel mechanism by which HDACi 
can suppress induction of inflammatory mediators.  Other studies in cancer biology have also 
suggested that HDACi can modulate gene expression through effects on mRNA stability.35-38  
However, it is unknown how generally HDACi regulate inflammatory gene expression via 
effects on mRNA stability.  This study was undertaken to analyze global effects of HDACi on 
expression profiles of genes relevant to RA pathology in RA FLS in the absence and presence 
of inflammatory activation, and to determine if modulation of mRNA stability was the sole 
mechanism by which HDACi regulate gene expression in these cells. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Cell culture. FLS were isolated from synovial tissue specimens of patients with RA fulfilling the 
American College of Rheumatology revised criteria for RA,39 cultured as previously described,40 
and used for experiments after overnight culture in Dulbecco’s modified Eagle’s medium 
(Gibco-BRL, Paisley, Scotland, UK) containing 1% fetal bovine serum (Invitrogen, Breda, The 
Netherlands).  All studies were performed with FLS between passages 4 and 9.  

RNA extraction and gene expression profiling. FLS were either left unstimulated or were 
treated with 100 nM ITF2357 (Italfarmaco, Cinisello Balsamo, Italy), 1 ng/ml IL-1β (R&D Systems, 
Minneapolis, MN), or the combination of both for 4 hours.  Alternatively, cells were left 
untreated or were stimulated with 1 ng/ml IL-1β in the presence or absence of 250 nM ITF2357 
for 1-8 hours.  After FLS stimulation, total RNA was extracted using an RNeasy mini kit (Qiagen, 
Venlo, The Netherlands), including a DNAse step to remove genomic DNA.  The concentration 
and purity of the RNA was determined with a Nanodrop spectrophotometer (Nanodrop 
Technologies, Wilmington, DE).  cDNA was then synthesized from 1 μg of RNA using an RT2 
First Strand Kit (SABiosciences, Frederick, MD) and the expression of genes involved in the 
regulation of extracellular matrix, adhesion, inflammation, angiogenesis and cell survival was 
analyzed using RT2 Profiler™ PCR Array sets  (PAHS-013, PAHS-052, PAHS-072, SABiosciences) 
as described previously.41  Briefly, cDNA was diluted, added to RT2 SybrGreen Rox qPCR Master 
Mix (SABiosciences), and after vigorous shaking 25 μl of the experimental cocktail was added to 
each well of the PCR array plate.  When PCR amplification was completed, threshold values were 
manually equalized for all analyzed samples and the threshold cycle (Ct) determined for each 
gene.  StepOne Software v2.1 (Applied Biosystems) and Microsoft Excel spreadsheet software 
(Microsoft, Redmond, WA) were used to calculate expression of each analyzed gene relative 
to the mean expression of five housekeeping genes (B2M, HPRT1, RPL13A, GAPDH and ACTB).

Analysis of mRNA stability. FLS were left unstimulated or were treated with 250 nM ITF2357 
for 30 min prior to stimulation with 1 ng/ml IL-1β.  After 2 h of stimulation culture medium 
was discarded, cells were washed and fresh medium containing 10 μg/ml actinomycin D (ActD) 
(Sigma-Aldrich, St Louis, MO) was added.  Cells were then harvested at 0, 2 and 5 hours following 
the addition of ActD, RNA was isolated, and the rates of mRNA degradation in the presence or 
absence of ITF2357 quantified using a customized RT2 Profiler™ PCR Array set (SABiosciences) 
as described above.

CHAPTER 7
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Measurement of IL-8, MMP-1, MMP-3 and TIMP-1 production. RA FLS were either left 
unstimulated or were treated with increasing concentrations of trichostatin A (TSA) (Sigma-
Aldrich) for 30 min prior to stimulation with 10 ng/ml IL-1β, and after 24 hours cell-free 
supernatants were harvested. IL-8 production was measured then using PeliKine Compact ELISA 
kit (Sanquin Reagents, Amsterdam, The Netherlands), and MMP-1, MMP-3 and TIMP-1 production 
was measured using DuoSet ELISA kit (R&D Systems) as per the manufacturer’s instructions. 

Statistical analyses. Data are presented as mean +/- SEM unless otherwise indicated.  For 
analyzing dose responses to HDACi treatment, sets of data were analyzed by an overall Friedman 
test followed by post hoc Dunns’ multiple comparison test.  Differences in ARE frequencies in 
3’ UTRs between groups of genes were determined using the Fisher’s exact test.  p values < 0.05 
were considered significant. 

RESULTS
ITF2357 prevents the induction of IL-1β-responsive genes in RA FLS without affecting 
genes non-responsive to IL-1β. To gain more insight into mechanisms by which HDACi 
modulate inflammatory gene expression, we first analyzed how inhibition of HDAC activity 
affected RA FLS mRNA levels of a broad spectrum of genes relevant to disease pathology in 
RA.  Cells were treated for 4 h with ITF2357, IL-1β, or the combination of both, and relative 
expression of genes regulating inflammatory activation, adhesion, angiogenesis and 
extracellular matrix homeostasis was determined using low density qPCR arrays.  Stimulation 
with IL-1β induced expression of 25% of the 236 analyzed genes by more than 2-fold, and 
treatment with ITF2357 reduced expression levels of 85% of the genes responsive to IL-1β 
stimulation in RA FLS (Table 1).  Notably, the degree of HDACi-mediated suppression of 
mRNA accumulation differed between genes: while transcriptional induction of MMPs, 
CXCL9, CXCL11, IFNβ and TLR4 was almost completely blocked in the presence of ITF2357, 
expression of other genes, such as IL-6, CCL2, CXCL2, CXCL3 and NFKB1, was suppressed by 
20-50% (Fig. 1).  Notably, expression of genes non-responsive to IL-1β stimulation was largely 
unaffected by ITF2357, with the exception of CCL2, CXCL10, NFKB1, ITGA2, BMP2 and 6 other 
genes (Table 1). 

Next, to test whether HDACi-mediated reduction of mRNA accumulation of IL-1β-stimulated 
genes corresponded to changes at the protein level, we stimulated RA FLS with increasing doses 
of TSA and ITF2357 in the presence of IL-1β for 24 h and measured production of IL-8, MMP-1, 
MMP-3 and tissue inhibitor of metalloproteinases-1 (TIMP-1).  Both HDACi dose-dependently 
inhibited IL-1β-mediated IL-8 production, reaching maximum inhibition of approximately 75% 
at 1 μM (Fig. 2A).  All tested doses of TSA efficiently prevented MMP-1 and MMP-3 production 
induced by IL-1β regardless of the tested dose (Fig. 2B left and middle panel), indicating that 
HDACi-responsive genes segregate depending on concentrations of HDACi required for 
suppression: while 250 nM TSA completely blocked MMP-1 and MMP-3 production, 1 μM TSA 
was needed to achieve 70% reduction of IL-8 secretion.  Consistent with mRNA data, TSA failed 
to affect production of TIMP-1 (Fig. 2B right panel). 

ITF2357 suppresses IL-1β-induced gene expression in RA FLS independently of the 
kinetics of mRNA induction.  We next narrowed our analyses to a set of genes identified 
in the above experiments as regulated by IL-1β in RA FLS, and genes relevant to cellular 
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Figure 1.  Selection of genes responsive and non-responsive to HDACi treatment in IL-1β-stimulated 
RA FLS.  FLS (n = 3) were either left unstimulated or were stimulated with 1 ng/ml IL-1β with or without 
100 nM ITF2357.  Total RNA was then extracted, cDNA was synthesized and expression of 236 genes involved 
in adhesion, cellular inflammatory responses, angiogenesis and extracellular matrix regulation analyzed 
using qPCR arrays.  Results are presented as relative mRNA expression in FLS treated with IL-1β alone and 
in the presence of ITF2357 and values for each analyzed cell line are depicted.  

inflammatory activation and survival reported in other studies as responsive to HDACi 
treatment.  To gain more insight into temporal changes in gene expression levels in the 
presence or absence of HDACi, we stimulated RA FLS with IL-1β for 1-8 hours with or without 
ITF2357 and analyzed kinetics of mRNA regulation of 89 selected genes using customized 
qPCR arrays (Table 2).  We observed several different patterns of time-dependent gene 
induction by IL-1β: while expression of some genes was induced early after IL-1β treatment 
and gradually increased further over time (CCL2, VCAM1), expression of other genes 
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Figure 2.  HDACi suppress IL-8, MMP-1 and MMP-3, but not TIMP-1 production by RA FLS. FLS were 
stimulated with 10 ng/ml IL-1β alone or in the presence of increasing concentrations of TSA or ITF2357.  
After 24 hours of incubation cell-free tissue culture supernatants were collected and levels of IL-8, MMP-1, 
MMP-3 and TIMP-1 were determined by ELISA. (A) Results, representing mean IL-8 concentration +/- SEM 
of 5 independent, were analyzed using the Friedman test followed by post hoc Dunns’ multiple comparison 
test with cells not exposed to HDACi used as reference controls. *p < 0.05; **p < 0.01. (B) Data are presented 
as mean concentration of MMP-1 (left panel), MMP-3 (middle panel) and TIMP-1 (right panel) +/- SD and 
show a representative experiment.

was almost unaffected during the first 2 hours of stimulation and then rapidly increased 
4 hours post-treatment (CXCL9, CXCL10, IL1B, PTGS2).  We also identified a subset of genes 
characterized by a biphasic induction profile with apparent peaks at 1 and 4 hours after IL-1β 
stimulation (CXCL2, CXCL3, SELE).  Finally, a class of genes was induced by IL-1β in a rapid 
but transient manner: their expression peaked 1 hour after treatment and then gradually 
decreased to basal levels 8 hours after exposure to IL-1β (TNF, NFKBIA, SOCS3) (Fig. 3 and 
data not shown).  However, we failed to find any straightforward relationships between 
temporal changes in mRNA levels in response to IL-1β stimulation and the susceptibility 
of specific genes to regulation by HDACi.  ITF2357 uniformly reduced expression of the 
vast majority of the analyzed IL-1β-inducible transcripts regardless of the kinetics of gene 
induction.  Amongst the genes regulated by HDACi, suppression of mRNA accumulation was 
apparent throughout the time of gene induction, but different degrees of downregulation 
were observed (Fig. 3).  Strikingly, out of 89 analyzed genes we identified only one gene 
upregulated by HDACi.  While IL-1β had no effect on mRNA levels of the pro-apoptotic Bcl-2 
family member BCL2L11 (also known as BIM), treatment with ITF2357 caused a rapid but 
transient induction of BCL2L11 expression. 
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7

HDACi suppression of a subset of IL-1β-inducible genes is associated with reduced mRNA 
stability.  In our previous study we demonstrated that HDACi accelerate mRNA decay of IL-6 in 
RA FLS and healthy donor macrophages.33  To test whether this observation could be extended 
to other inflammatory mediators suppressed by HDACi in FLS, we analyzed effects of ITF2357 on 
the stability of transcripts previously selected for analyses of expression profiles by customized 
qPCR arrays (Table 2).  We confirmed our previous observation that HDACi reduce IL-6 mRNA 
stability and identified 5 other transcripts, stability of which was substantially reduced in the 
presence of 250 nM ITF2357: IL-8, CXCL2, PTGS2, BCL2L1 and ADAMTS1 (Fig. 4A).  The stability of 
other mRNAs remained unaffected by ITF2357, even though their expression was reproducibly 
suppressed by HDACi (Fig. 4B and data not shown). 

Figure 3.  HDACi suppress expression of IL-1β-responsive genes regardless of kinetics of gene 
induction.  RA FLS were left untreated (med) or were treated with IL-1β (1 ng/ml) with or without 250 nM 
ITF2357 for the indicated time (in hours).  Total RNA was extracted, reverse transcribed, and temporal 
changes in mRNA accumulation of IL-1β-inducible genes were monitored by a customized low density 
qPCR array system.  Data are presented as fold induction of mRNA levels compared to unstimulated cells 
in the presence or absence of ITF2357.  Results of one experiment representative of two independent 
experiments are shown. 
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HDACi modulate stability of transcripts characterized by increased frequencies of ARE 
motifs in 3’ UTRs. mRNA stability is tightly regulated by interactions between ARE sequences 
located within the 3’ UTRs of the transcript and ARE-BPs,9  and early studies in cancer cells 
have indicated that HDACi modulate activity of some ARE-BPs resulting in accelerated mRNA 
degradation.35,36  Therefore, we analyzed potential differences in the frequencies of ARE sequences 
in the 3’ UTR regions of transcripts for which mRNA stability was or was not responsive to HDACi.  

Table 2.  Genes selected for quantitative analysis of HDACi effects on RA FLS gene expression. 

Gene Symbol Refseq # Gene Symbol Refseq # Gene Symbol Refseq #

ADAMTS1 NM_006988 FOXO4 NM_005938 MMP12 NM_002426

ADAMTS13 NM_139025 GADD45A NM_001924 MMP13 NM_002427

ADORA2A NM_000675 HDAC1 NM_004964 MMP3 NM_002422

ANGPT2 NM_001147 HDAC10 NM_032019 MMP7 NM_002423

BCL2A1 NM_004049 HDAC11 NM_024827 MMP8 NM_002424

BCL2L1 NM_138578 HDAC2 NM_001527 PTGES NM_004878

BCL2L11 NM_006538 HDAC3 NM_003883 MYD88 NM_002468

BIRC2 NM_001166 HDAC4 NM_006037 NCAM1 NM_000615

BIRC5 NM_001168 HDAC5 NM_005474 NFKB1 NM_003998

BMP2 NM_001200 HDAC6 NM_006044 NFKBIA NM_020529

CCL2 NM_002982 HDAC7 NM_016596 NOS2 NM_000625

CD44 NM_000610 HDAC8 NM_018486 PDGFB NM_002608

CDKN1A NM_000389 HDAC9 NM_178425 PTGS2 NM_000963

CDKN1B NM_004064 ICAM1 NM_000201 RHOB NM_004040

CFLAR NM_003879 IFNB1 NM_002176 SELE NM_000450

CSF3 NM_000759 IFNGR1 NM_000416 SERPINA1 NM_000295

CXCL10 NM_001565 IFNGR2 NM_005534 SOCS3 NM_003955

CXCL11 NM_005409 IL1A NM_000575 SOD2 NM_000636

CXCL2 NM_002089 IL1B NM_000576 TIMP3 NM_000362

CXCL3 NM_002090 IL1F5 NM_012275 TLR1 NM_003263

CXCL5 NM_002994 IL1F9 NM_019618 TLR2 NM_003264

CXCL6 NM_002993 IL1RN NM_000577 TLR4 NM_138554

CXCL9 NM_002416 IL6 NM_000600 TNF NM_000594

CXCR4 NM_003467 IL8 NM_000584 VCAM1 NM_001078

DNMT3B NM_006892 IRAK2 NM_001570 B2M NM_004048

EREG NM_001432 IRF1 NM_002198 HPRT1 NM_000194

FASLG NM_000639 ITGA2 NM_002203 RPL13A NM_012423

FGF2 NM_002006 LAMB3 NM_000228 GAPDH NM_002046

FOXO1 NM_002015 MMP1 NM_002421 ACTB NM_001101

FOXO3 NM_001455 MMP10 NM_002425
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We used the BiomaRt online interface to retrieve 3’ UTRs for all known transcripts of the 89 analyzed 
genes from the UCSC database, and analyzed them for the presence of the following AREs: 
AUUUA pentamers, UUAUUUAUU and UUAUUUA(A/U)(A/U) nonamers, UAUUUAU heptamers, 
and UA[U]2-5AU variations.  These motives were then counted based on exact pattern matching 
of IUPAC symbols using the Bioconductor package Biostrings (http://www.bioconductor.org/
packages/2.2/bioc/html/Biostrings.html).42  Subsequently we compared frequencies of the 
analyzed ARE sequences in the group of 6 mRNAs for which we observed reduced stability in 
the presence of ITF2357 to ARE frequencies in the remaining set of 83 transcripts not regulated 
by HDACi at the level of transcript stability.43  We found an enrichment of most of the analyzed 
ARE motifs in the set of transcripts characterized by accelerated decay in the presence of ITF2357 
compared to the other gene transcripts (Table 3).  At least one AUUUA pentamer was present 
in 87.5% of the transcripts for which HDACi increased mRNA decay, compared to 27.3% of the 
transcripts of the other gene set (p = 1.3 × 10-6).  Significant differences were also noted in the 
frequencies of UUAUUUAUU and UA[U]2-5AU variations (p = 0.002 and p = 1.2 × 10-6, respectively).  
The UUAUUUA(A/U)(A/U) nonamer was enriched in the regulated transcripts (18.8% compared 
to 6.5%) but this trend failed to reach statistical significance (Table 3).  These data demonstrate 
that HDACi-induced acceleration of mRNA decay is selectively observed in gene transcripts 
enrichmed with ARE sequences in their 3’ UTRs, and may suggest that HDACi mediate their effects 
on RA FLS mRNA stability at least in part through modulation of activity of ARE-BPs. 

Figure 4.  HDACi accelerate mRNA decay of a subset of IL-1β-responsive genes in RA FLS. FLS (n = 3) 
were stimulated with IL-1β (1 ng/ml) in the presence or absence of 250 nM ITF2357.  After 2 h of stimulation 
transcription was blocked with 10 μg/ml of actinomycin D (ActD) and RNA was extracted at the indicated 
time points (h) from the start of ActD treatment.  cDNA was then synthesized and the rates of mRNA 
degradation in the presence or absence of ITF2357 were determined using customized qPCR arrays.  mRNA 
expression values for 0 h time point were normalized to 100%, and all remaining values were calculated as 
the mean percentage ± SEM of mRNA levels compared with controls.  Graphs show (A) mRNAs degradation 
of which was accelerated in the presence of ITF2357, and (B) examples of genes which were not regulated 
by ITF2357 at the level of transcript stability. 
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DISCUSSION
Stromal FLS are potent effector cells in RA, which are characterized by a semi-transformed 
and invasive phenotype similar to tumor cells, and contribute to joint destruction by secreting 
enzymes that degrade bone and cartilage.  HDACi suppress RA FLS proliferation, induce cell 
cycle arrest and sensitize them to certain pro-apoptotic stimuli.44  Little is known, however, about 
HDACi effects on FLS inflammatory activation.  In our previous study we demonstrated that HDACi 
block the production of IL-6, a key inflammatory cytokine contributing to the pathobiology of RA, 
and showed that accelerated IL-6 mRNA degradation is at least partly responsible for this effect.33  
Here, we report that HDACi prevent the induction of the majority of IL-1β-regulated cytokines, 
chemokines, matrix-degrading enzymes and other mediators of inflammation, and identify a 
subset of genes regulated by HDACi through modulation of mRNA stability.  

HDACi suppress production of a broad range of inflammatory mediators by monocytes, 
macrophages, dendritic cells and other immune cells.29,45  However, studies in cancer cells have 
demonstrated that HDACi modulate expression only of a small proportion of basally transcribed 
genes.46,47  Also, TSA treatment affects the mRNA levels of only 4% of the genes expressed in 
cord tissues of experimental autoimmune encephalomyelitis mice.48  Our findings confirm 
these observations: RA FLS 4 h exposure to ITF2357 in the absence of IL-1β stimulation resulted 
in more than 2-fold changes in the expression of 4.7% of the 236 analyzed genes, only 55% of 
which were upregulated (Table 1).  Since we have previously demonstrated that FLS treatment 
with HDACi causes rapid increases in the histone acetylation status,33 this observation indicates 
that global histone hyperacetylation is not sufficient to induce gene transcription.  In line with 
this interpretation, even though treatment of murine macrophages with TSA causes rapid 
hyperacetylation of histone 4 at the IL-6 promoter, IL-6 mRNA expression is suppressed,34 
suggesting complex relationships between histone modifications and mRNA induction.  
However, since local alterations in histone acetylation status in gene promoter regions are 
associated with the rates of transcription,49,50 it remains to be determined if specific patterns of 
changes in histone acetylation can be detected locally at the promoters of the genes induced 
by ITF2357 in FLS.

Our analysis of 236 genes involved in several aspects of RA pathology demonstrates that 
ITF2357 potently blocks mRNA induction of many IL-1β-responsive genes encoding secreted 
products, including cytokines (TNFα, IL-1β, IL-6), chemokines (IL-8, CCL2, CXCL2-3, CXCL6, 
CXCL9-11), matrix-degrading enzymes (MMP-1, MMP-3) and growth factors (FGF2, PDGFB).  We 

Table 3. Statistical analysis ARE sequence frequencies in 3’ UTR regions of the analyzed 
transcripts.  Genes were divided into two groups and the percentage (%) of transcripts containing 
at least one of the analyzed ARE motifs was calculated for mRNAs stability of which was regulated 
(6 genes) and not regulated (83 genes) by HDACi.  The differences in ARE sequence frequencies 
between the analyzed sets of genes were determined using the Fisher’s exact test. 

Gene set

AUUUA UUAUUUAUU
UUAUUUA 

(A/U)(A/U) UAUUUAU UA[U]2-5AU

% of 
mRNAs

p 
value

% of 
mRNAs

p 
value

% of 
mRNAs

p 
value

% of 
mRNAs

p 
value

% of 
mRNAs

p 
value

Regulated 87.5
1.3 × 10-6

18.8
0.002

18.8
0.086

75
1.5 × 10-8

75
1.2 × 10-6

Not regulated 27.3 1.3 6.4 11.6 17.5
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also confirmed that the observed suppression of IL-8, MMP-1 and MMP-3 mRNA expression 
by HDACi directly corresponds to changes in protein production.  These findings are relevant 
in the context of potential clinical application of HDACi in the treatment of IMIDs, as ITF2357 
reduced expression of inflammatory genes in RA FLS at concentrations achievable in humans.51,52  
Curiously, ITF2357 suppressed IL-1β-mediated mRNA induction of IL-8 and IL-1β in FLS, both 
of which have previously been reported to be unaffected by HDACi at the gene expression 
level in monocytes and macrophages stimulated with LPS or TNFα.25-27,53  These observations 
suggest that HDACi effects on IL-8 and IL-1β mRNA induction have a cell type- and/or stimulus-
specific character, which may be attributable to differences in the expression of signaling or 
regulatory molecules utilized by myeloid and stromal cells upon inflammatory activation by 
different stimuli.  ITF2357 also reduced the mRNA expression of receptors and components 
of intracellular signaling pathways responsible for cellular inflammatory activation, including 
TLR4, IRAK2, MYD88, and NFKB1.  Although this effect cannot explain immediate suppression 
of mRNA induction of most analyzed genes, it suggests that anti-inflammatory effects of 
HDACi might also occur at later time points due to altered expression of transcription factors 
and signaling molecules.  In line with this possibility, we and others have previously reported 
suppressed nuclear retention of NF-κB p50 and p65 subunits 24 h after exposure of RA FLS and 
FLS-like cell lines to HDACi.33,54  Strikingly, HDACi completely blocked transcriptional induction 
of essentially all MMP genes responsive to IL-1β.  HDACi regulation of MMPs has a cell type-
independent character as inhibition of HDAC activity also suppresses MMP production by 
chondrocytes and prevents cytokine-induced cartilage destruction.55  However, ITF2357 fails 
to affect MMP mRNA stability, and we have previously ruled out HDACi regulation of early 
signaling events known to regulate MMP transcription.33  Further research is therefore needed 
to characterize mechanisms underlying MMP suppression by HDACi.  

We extended our previous observation that HDACi accelerate IL-6 mRNA decay in RA FLS, 
and identifed an additional set of genes, including IL-8, CXCL2, cyclooxygenase-2 (PTGS2) and 
BCL2L1 (Bcl-XL), which are regulated in a similar fashion.  Analyses for the presence of ARE motifs 
typically recognized by ARE-BPs in the 3’ UTRs of the monitored genes revealed increased 
frequency of most of these sequences in transcripts regulated by ITF2357 through reduction of 
mRNA stability.  Although it is not possible to determine which ARE-BPs might be responsible for 
HDACi-induced acceleration of mRNA decay because most of these proteins bind several classes 
of ARE motifs,56 results of this in silico analysis raise the possibility that reversible acetylation 
may modulate the expression, subcellular localization, or activity of ARE-BPs.  Indeed, an early 
study in breast cancer cells identified reductions in the cytoplasmic levels of HuR, an ARE-BP 
that increases transcript stability, as a mechanism underlying accelerated mRNA decay in the 
presence of HDACi.36  Furthermore, butyrate, a short-chain fatty acid with HDACi activity, 
suppresses TNFα production by macrophage-like synovial cells and this effect is associated 
with induction of the TTP family member BRF-1 (TIS11B).57  Alternatively, since accelerated mRNA 
degradation of the regulated transcripts is observed as early as 2 h following stimulation, it is 
possible that HDACi modulate ARE-BP protein turnover through acetylation-mediated protein 
stabilization: acetylation promotes the stability and function of p53 and FoxP3 by preventing their 
ubiquitylation and subsequent proteasomal degradation.58,59  It is unknown, however, whether 
this mechanism is also responsible for regulation of protein stability of ARE-BPs.

Regulation of mRNA stability is not restricted to ARE-BPs – downregulation of gene expression 
by miRNAs is mediated, among other mechanisms, by acceleration of mRNA turnover. Depending 
on the degree of complementarity, miRNAs either promote endonucleolytic cleavage of the 
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target mRNA, or reduce the stability of the transcript by recruiting protein complexes catalyzing 
mRNA deadenylation followed by 5’ decapping, which exposes the message to degradation 
by 5’ exonucleases.18,60  miRNA expression is regulated, in part, by epigenetic mechanisms, 
including changes in histone acetylation,61 and initial studies in cancer cells have demonstrated 
that treatment with HDACi rapidly modulates miRNA expression profiles.62,63  Notably, HDACi 
restore expression of miRNA-16 in chronic lymphocytic leukemia cells.64  miRNA-16 is a tumor 
suppressor miRNA containing a UAAAUAUU sequence complementary to the ARE motif, which 
interacts with TTP to modulate the stability of a subset of mRNAs, including TNFα and PTGS2.65  It 
is therefore possible that induction of miRNA-16 or other ARE-targeting miRNAs by HDACi is one 
of the mechanisms underlying the acceleration of mRNA decay observed in HDACi-treated FLS.  
Finally, miRNAs can modulate mRNA stability indirectly by modulating expression of ARE-BPs: 
application of predictive algorithms has identified a number of ARE-BPs, including TTP, AUF1 
and HuR, as potential miRNA targets,66 and a recent report has confirmed miRNA-29a as a direct 
suppressor of TTP expression.67 Additional experiments are therefore needed to verify the 
potential involvement of miRNA induction in HDACi-mediated mRNA degradation, and to test 
the relationship between regulation of miRNAs and ARE-BPs by HDACi.  

Our bioinformatic analyses have unexpectedly revealed striking differences in the frequencies 
of ARE motifs between splice variants of certain mRNAs.  For example, comparison of two 
protein-coding IL-6 transcripts of similar length revealed that one of them (ENST00000404625) 
contains six AUUUA pentamers, while only one AUUUA motif can be found the other transcript 
(ENST00000420258).  Alternative splicing within the 3’ UTR region of the transcript is a well-
characterized phenomenon,68 and differences in mRNA stability and, consequently, expression 
of proteins encoded by splice variants differing in the presence of ARE-rich motifs in their 3’ 
UTRs are associated with pathology in systemic lupus erythematosus.69-71  Although it remains to 
be determined which mRNA variants of the analyzed genes are expressed in FLS, this observation 
raises the possibility that the reported discrepancies in HDACi regulation of certain genes under 
different experimental conditions might be attributed to differential expression of 3’ UTR splice 
variants.  In this regard, a recent study has reported that HDACi augment IL-6 production by 
murine bone marrow-derived macrophages,72 while we and others have observed reduction of 
IL-6 expression by HDACi in RA FLS,33 as well as human monocytes and macrophages.25-27  Likewise, 
differential regulation of IL-8 transcript stability by different 3’UTR splice variants might explain 
the differences in HDACi effects on IL-8 production in IL-1β-stimulated FLS and macrophages 
stimulated with LPS or TNFα.25-27  

Collectively, the data presented here demonstrate that HDACi prevent induction of the 
majority of genes induced in cytokine-stimulated RA FLS, providing evidence that therapies 
targeting HDAC activity may be useful in suppressing inflammation in RA.  We also identify 
acceleration of mRNA degradation, possibly mediated by regulation of ARE binding proteins, 
as an important mechanism contributing to HDACi suppression of a subset of inflammatory 
mediators expressed in activated FLS. However, kinetics analysis of other HDACi-sensitive 
genes also suggests the presence of additional molecular mechanisms underlying the anti-
inflammatory effects of HDACi, which remain to be characterized.  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
We would like to thank Dr. P Mascagni (Italfarmaco, Cinisello Balsamo, Italy) for providing us 
with ITF2357. 

HDACi REGULATION OF GENES WITH AU-RICH 3'-UTRs IN RA FLS

133



7

REFERENCES
1.	 McInnes	 IB, Schett G. Cytokines in the 

pathogenesis of rheumatoid arthritis. Nat Rev 
Immunol 2007; 7(6):429-442.

2.	 O’Shea	 JJ, Ma A, Lipsky P. Cytokines and 
autoimmunity. Nat Rev Immunol 2002; 2(1):37-
45.

3.	 Klareskog	 L, Catrina AI, Paget S. Rheumatoid 
arthritis. Lancet 2009; 373(9664):659-672.

4.	 Tak	 PP, Bresnihan B. The pathogenesis and 
prevention of joint damage in rheumatoid 
arthritis: advances from synovial biopsy 
and tissue analysis. Arthritis Rheum 2000; 
43(12):2619-2633.

5.	 Firestein	GS, Zvaifler NJ. Anticytokine therapy 
in rheumatoid arthritis. N Engl J Med 1997; 
337(3):195-197.

6.	 Kremer	JM, Bloom BJ, Breedveld FC, Coombs 
JH, Fletcher MP, Gruben D et al. The safety and 
efficacy of a JAK inhibitor in patients with active 
rheumatoid arthritis: Results of a double-blind, 
placebo-controlled phase IIa trial of three 
dosage levels of CP-690,550 versus placebo. 
Arthritis Rheum 2009; 60(7):1895-1905.

7.	 Saklatvala	 J, Dean J, Clark A. Control of the 
expression of inflammatory response genes. 
Biochem Soc Symp 2003;(70):95-106.

8.	 Seko	Y, Cole S, Kasprzak W, Shapiro BA, Ragheb 
JA. The role of cytokine mRNA stability in 
the pathogenesis of autoimmune disease. 
Autoimmun Rev 2006; 5(5):299-305.

9.	 Chen	 CY, Shyu AB. AU-rich elements: 
characterization and importance in mRNA 
degradation. Trends Biochem Sci 1995; 
20(11):465-470.

10.	 Keffer	 J, Probert L, Cazlaris H, Georgopoulos 
S, Kaslaris E, Kioussis D et al. Transgenic mice 
expressing human tumour necrosis factor: a 
predictive genetic model of arthritis. EMBO J 
1991; 10(13):4025-4031.

11.	 Kontoyiannis	 D, Pasparakis M, Pizarro 
TT, Cominelli F, Kollias G. Impaired on/off 
regulation of TNF biosynthesis in mice lacking 
TNF AU-rich elements: implications for joint 
and gut-associated immunopathologies. 
Immunity 1999; 10(3):387-398.

12.	 Garneau	NL, Wilusz J, Wilusz CJ. The highways 
and byways of mRNA decay. Nat Rev Mol Cell 
Biol 2007; 8(2):113-126.

13.	 Taylor	 GA, Carballo E, Lee DM, Lai WS, 
Thompson MJ, Patel DD et al. A pathogenetic 
role for TNF alpha in the syndrome of cachexia, 
arthritis, and autoimmunity resulting from 
tristetraprolin (TTP) deficiency. Immunity 1996; 
4(5):445-454.

14.	 Carballo	 E, Gilkeson GS, Blackshear PJ. 
Bone marrow transplantation reproduces 
the tristetraprolin-deficiency syndrome 
in recombination activating gene-2 (-/-) 

mice. Evidence that monocyte/macrophage 
progenitors may be responsible for TNFalpha 
overproduction. J Clin Invest 1997; 100(5):986-
995.

15.	 Carballo	 E, Lai WS, Blackshear PJ. Feedback 
inhibition of macrophage tumor necrosis 
factor-alpha production by tristetraprolin. 
Science 1998; 281(5379):1001-1005.

16.	 Stumpo	DJ, Lai WS, Blackshear PJ. Inflammation: 
cytokines and RNA-based regulation. Wiley 
Interdiscip Rev RNA 2010; 1(1):60-80.

17.	 Asirvatham	AJ, Magner WJ, Tomasi TB. miRNA 
regulation of cytokine genes. Cytokine 2009; 
45(2):58-69.

18.	 Fabian	 MR, Sonenberg N, Filipowicz W. 
Regulation of mRNA translation and stability 
by microRNAs. Annu Rev Biochem 2010; 79:351-
379.

19.	 Berger	SL. The complex language of chromatin 
regulation during transcription. Nature 2007; 
447(7143):407-412.

20.	 Urnov	 FD, Wolffe AP. Chromatin remodeling 
and transcriptional activation: the cast (in order 
of appearance). Oncogene 2001; 20(24):2991-
3006.

21.	 Choudhary	 C, Kumar C, Gnad F, Nielsen ML, 
Rehman M, Walther TC et al. Lysine acetylation 
targets protein complexes and co-regulates 
major cellular functions. Science 2009; 
325(5942):834-840.

22.	 Glozak	 MA, Sengupta N, Zhang X, Seto E. 
Acetylation and deacetylation of non-histone 
proteins. Gene 2005; 363:15-23.

23.	 Spange	 S, Wagner T, Heinzel T, Kramer OH. 
Acetylation of non-histone proteins modulates 
cellular signalling at multiple levels. Int J 
Biochem Cell Biol 2009; 41(1):185-198.

24.	 Glauben	 R, Batra A, Fedke I, Zeitz M, Lehr 
HA, Leoni F et al. Histone hyperacetylation is 
associated with amelioration of experimental 
colitis in mice. J Immunol 2006; 176(8):5015-
5022.

25.	 Grabiec	 AM, Krausz S, de JW, Burakowski T, 
Groot D, Sanders ME et al. Histone deacetylase 
inhibitors suppress inflammatory activation 
of rheumatoid arthritis patient synovial 
macrophages and tissue. J Immunol 2010; 
184(5):2718-2728.

26.	 Leoni	F, Zaliani A, Bertolini G, Porro G, Pagani P, 
Pozzi P et al. The antitumor histone deacetylase 
inhibitor suberoylanilide hydroxamic acid 
exhibits antiinflammatory properties via 
suppression of cytokines. Proc Natl Acad Sci U 
S A 2002; 99(5):2995-3000.

27.	 Leoni	 F, Fossati G, Lewis EC, Lee JK, Porro 
G, Pagani P et al. The histone deacetylase 
inhibitor ITF2357 reduces production of pro-
inflammatory cytokines in vitro and systemic 

CHAPTER 7

134



7

inflammation in vivo. Mol Med 2005; 11(1-12):1-
15.

28.	 Dinarello	 CA, Fossati G, Mascagni P. Histone 
deacetylase inhibitors for treating a spectrum 
of diseases not related to cancer. Mol Med 2011; 
17(5-6):333-352.

29.	 Grabiec	AM, Tak PP, Reedquist KA. Function of 
histone deacetylase inhibitors in inflammation. 
Crit Rev Immunol 2011; 31(3):233-263.

30.	 Bode	 KA, Schroder K, Hume DA, Ravasi T, 
Heeg K, Sweet MJ et al. Histone deacetylase 
inhibitors decrease Toll-like receptor-
mediated activation of proinflammatory gene 
expression by impairing transcription factor 
recruitment. Immunology 2007; 122(4):596-
606.

31.	 Cao	 W, Bao C, Padalko E, Lowenstein CJ. 
Acetylation of mitogen-activated protein 
kinase phosphatase-1 inhibits Toll-like receptor 
signaling. J Exp Med 2008; 205(6):1491-1503.

32.	 Klampfer	L, Huang J, Swaby LA, Augenlicht L. 
Requirement of histone deacetylase activity 
for signaling by STAT1. J Biol Chem 2004; 
279(29):30358-30368.

33.	 Grabiec	 AM, Korchynskyi O, Tak PP, 
Reedquist KA. Histone deacetylase inhibitors 
suppress rheumatoid arthritis fibroblast-like 
synoviocyte and macrophage IL-6 production 
by accelerating mRNA decay. Ann Rheum Dis 
2012; 71(3):424-431.

34.	 Roger	T, Lugrin J, Le RD, Goy G, Mombelli M, 
Koessler T et al. Histone deacetylase inhibitors 
impair innate immune responses to Toll-like 
receptor agonists and to infection. Blood 2011; 
117(4):1205-1217.

35.	 Krishnan	 M, Singh AB, Smith JJ, Sharma A, 
Chen X, Eschrich S et al. HDAC inhibitors 
regulate claudin-1 expression in colon cancer 
cells through modulation of mRNA stability. 
Oncogene 2010; 29(2):305-312.

36.	 Pryzbylkowski	 P, Obajimi O, Keen JC. 
Trichostatin A and 5 Aza-2’ deoxycytidine 
decrease estrogen receptor mRNA stability in 
ER positive MCF7 cells through modulation of 
HuR. Breast Cancer Res Treat 2008; 111(1):15-25.

37.	 Xiong	Y, Dowdy SC, Podratz KC, Jin F, Attewell 
JR, Eberhardt NL et al. Histone deacetylase 
inhibitors decrease DNA methyltransferase-
3B messenger RNA stability and down-regulate 
de novo DNA methyltransferase activity in 
human endometrial cells. Cancer Res 2005; 
65(7):2684-2689.

38.	 Zhou	 Q, Shaw PG, Davidson NE. Inhibition of 
histone deacetylase suppresses EGF signaling 
pathways by destabilizing EGFR mRNA in ER-
negative human breast cancer cells. Breast 
Cancer Res Treat 2009; 117(2):443-451.

39.	 Arnett	FC, Edworthy SM, Bloch DA, McShane 
DJ, Fries JF, Cooper NS et al. The American 
Rheumatism Association 1987 revised criteria 

for the classification of rheumatoid arthritis. 
Arthritis Rheum 1988; 31(3):315-324.

40.	 Kasperkovitz	PV, Verbeet NL, Smeets TJ, van 
Rietschoten JG, Kraan MC, van der Pouw Kraan 
TC et al. Activation of the STAT1 pathway in 
rheumatoid arthritis. Ann Rheum Dis 2004; 
63(3):233-239.

41.	 de	 Launay	 D, van de Sande MG, de Hair MJ, 
Grabiec AM, van de Sande GP, Lehmann 
KA et al. Selective involvement of ERK and 
JNK mitogen-activated protein kinases in 
early rheumatoid arthritis (1987 ACR criteria 
compared to 2010 ACR/EULAR criteria): a 
prospective study aimed at identification of 
diagnostic and prognostic biomarkers as well 
as therapeutic targets. Ann Rheum Dis 2012; 
71(3):415-423.

42.	 Reimers	 M, Carey VJ. Bioconductor: an open 
source framework for bioinformatics and 
computational biology. Methods Enzymol 
2006; 411:119-134.

43.	 Graham	JR, Hendershott MC, Terragni J, Cooper 
GM. mRNA degradation plays a significant role 
in the program of gene expression regulated 
by phosphatidylinositol 3-kinase signaling. Mol 
Cell Biol 2010; 30(22):5295-5305.

44.	 Grabiec	 AM, Tak PP, Reedquist KA. Targeting 
histone deacetylase activity in rheumatoid 
arthritis and asthma as prototypes of 
inflammatory disease: should we keep our 
HATs on? Arthritis Res Ther 2008; 10(5):226.

45.	 Halili	MA, Andrews MR, Sweet MJ, Fairlie DP. 
Histone deacetylase inhibitors in inflammatory 
disease. Curr Top Med Chem 2009; 9(3):309-
319.

46.	 Glaser	 KB, Staver MJ, Waring JF, Stender J, 
Ulrich RG, Davidsen SK. Gene expression 
profiling of multiple histone deacetylase 
(HDAC) inhibitors: defining a common gene 
set produced by HDAC inhibition in T24 and 
MDA carcinoma cell lines. Mol Cancer Ther 
2003; 2(2):151-163.

47.	 Peart	MJ, Smyth GK, van Laar RK, Bowtell DD, 
Richon VM, Marks PA et al. Identification and 
functional significance of genes regulated 
by structurally different histone deacetylase 
inhibitors. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A 2005; 
102(10):3697-3702.

48.	 Camelo	 S, Iglesias AH, Hwang D, Due B, Ryu 
H, Smith K et al. Transcriptional therapy with 
the histone deacetylase inhibitor trichostatin 
A ameliorates experimental autoimmune 
encephalomyelitis. J Neuroimmunol 2005; 
164(1-2):10-21.

49.	 Maciejewska-Rodrigues	 H, Karouzakis E, 
Strietholt S, Hemmatazad H, Neidhart M, 
Ospelt C et al. Epigenetics and rheumatoid 
arthritis: the role of SENP1 in the regulation of 
MMP-1 expression. J Autoimmun 2010; 35(1):15-
22.

HDACi REGULATION OF GENES WITH AU-RICH 3'-UTRs IN RA FLS

135



7

50.	 Richon	 VM, Sandhoff TW, Rifkind RA, Marks 
PA. Histone deacetylase inhibitor selectively 
induces p21WAF1 expression and gene-
associated histone acetylation. Proc Natl Acad 
Sci U S A 2000; 97(18):10014-10019.

51.	 Furlan	 A, Monzani V, Reznikov LL, Leoni F, 
Fossati G, Modena D et al. Pharmacokinetics, 
safety and inducible cytokine responses during 
a phase 1 trial of the oral histone deacetylase 
inhibitor ITF2357 (givinostat). Mol Med 2011; 
17(5-6):353-362.

52.	 Vojinovic	 J, Damjanov N, D’Urzo C, Furlan A, 
Susic G, Pasic S et al. Safety and efficacy of an 
oral histone deacetylase inhibitor in systemic-
onset juvenile idiopathic arthritis. Arthritis 
Rheum 2011; 63(5):1452-1458.

53.	 Carta	S, Tassi S, Semino C, Fossati G, Mascagni 
P, Dinarello CA et al. Histone deacetylase 
inhibitors prevent exocytosis of interleukin-
1beta-containing secretory lysosomes: role of 
microtubules. Blood 2006; 108(5):1618-1626.

54.	 Choo	 QY, Ho PC, Tanaka Y, Lin HS. Histone 
deacetylase inhibitors MS-275 and SAHA 
induced growth arrest and suppressed 
lipopolysaccharide-stimulated NF-kappaB p65 
nuclear accumulation in human rheumatoid 
arthritis synovial fibroblastic E11 cells. 
Rheumatology (Oxford) 2010; 49(8):1447-1460.

55.	 Young	 DA, Lakey RL, Pennington CJ, 
Jones D, Kevorkian L, Edwards DR et al. 
Histone deacetylase inhibitors modulate 
metalloproteinase gene expression in 
chondrocytes and block cartilage resorption. 
Arthritis Res Ther 2005; 7(3):R503-R512.

56.	 Barreau	 C, Paillard L, Osborne HB. AU-rich 
elements and associated factors: are there 
unifying principles? Nucleic Acids Res 2005; 
33(22):7138-7150.

57.	 Fukae	 J, Amasaki Y, Yamashita Y, Bohgaki T, 
Yasuda S, Jodo S et al. Butyrate suppresses tumor 
necrosis factor alpha production by regulating 
specific messenger RNA degradation mediated 
through a cis-acting AU-rich element. Arthritis 
Rheum 2005; 52(9):2697-2707.

58.	 Ito	 A, Kawaguchi Y, Lai CH, Kovacs JJ, 
Higashimoto Y, Appella E et al. MDM2-HDAC1-
mediated deacetylation of p53 is required for its 
degradation. EMBO J 2002; 21(22):6236-6245.

59.	 van	 Loosdregt	 J, Vercoulen Y, Guichelaar T, 
Gent YY, Beekman JM, van BO et al. Regulation 
of Treg functionality by acetylation-mediated 
Foxp3 protein stabilization. Blood 2010; 
115(5):965-974.

60.	 Wu	 L, Belasco JG. Let me count the ways: 
mechanisms of gene regulation by miRNAs and 
siRNAs. Mol Cell 2008; 29(1):1-7.

61.	 Iorio	 MV, Piovan C, Croce CM. Interplay 
between microRNAs and the epigenetic 

machinery: an intricate network. Biochim 
Biophys Acta 2010; 1799(10-12):694-701.

62.	 Bandres	E, Agirre X, Bitarte N, Ramirez N, Zarate 
R, Roman-Gomez J et al. Epigenetic regulation 
of microRNA expression in colorectal cancer. 
Int J Cancer 2009; 125(11):2737-2743.

63.	 Scott	 GK, Mattie MD, Berger CE, Benz SC, 
Benz CC. Rapid alteration of microRNA levels 
by histone deacetylase inhibition. Cancer Res 
2006; 66(3):1277-1281.

64.	 Sampath	D, Liu C, Vasan K, Sulda M, Puduvalli 
VK, Wierda WG et al. Histone deacetylases 
mediate the silencing of miR-15a, miR-16, and 
miR-29b in chronic lymphocytic leukemia. 
Blood 2012; 119(5):1162-1172.

65.	 Jing	Q, Huang S, Guth S, Zarubin T, Motoyama 
A, Chen J et al. Involvement of microRNA in AU-
rich element-mediated mRNA instability. Cell 
2005; 120(5):623-634.

66.	 Asirvatham	AJ, Gregorie CJ, Hu Z, Magner WJ, 
Tomasi TB. MicroRNA targets in immune genes 
and the Dicer/Argonaute and ARE machinery 
components. Mol Immunol 2008; 45(7):1995-
2006.

67.	 Gebeshuber	 CA, Zatloukal K, Martinez J. 
miR-29a suppresses tristetraprolin, which is a 
regulator of epithelial polarity and metastasis. 
EMBO Rep 2009; 10(4):400-405.

68.	 Lareau	LF, Green RE, Bhatnagar RS, Brenner SE. 
The evolving roles of alternative splicing. Curr 
Opin Struct Biol 2004; 14(3):273-282.

69.	 Chowdhury	 B, Tsokos CG, Krishnan S, 
Robertson J, Fisher CU, Warke RG et al. 
Decreased stability and translation of T cell 
receptor zeta mRNA with an alternatively 
spliced 3’-untranslated region contribute to 
zeta chain down-regulation in patients with 
systemic lupus erythematosus. J Biol Chem 
2005; 280(19):18959-18966.

70.	 Chowdhury	 B, Krishnan S, Tsokos CG, 
Robertson JW, Fisher CU, Nambiar MP et al. 
Stability and translation of TCR zeta mRNA 
are regulated by the adenosine-uridine-rich 
elements in splice-deleted 3’ untranslated 
region of zeta-chain. J Immunol 2006; 
177(11):8248-8257.

71.	 Graham	 RR, Kyogoku C, Sigurdsson S, 
Vlasova IA, Davies LR, Baechler EC et al. Three 
functional variants of IFN regulatory factor 5 
(IRF5) define risk and protective haplotypes 
for human lupus. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A 2007; 
104(16):6758-6763.

72.	 Wang	H, Cheng F, Woan K, Sahakian E, Merino 
O, Rock-Klotz J et al. Histone deacetylase 
inhibitor LAQ824 augments inflammatory 
responses in macrophages through 
transcriptional regulation of IL-10. J Immunol 
2011; 186(7):3986-3996.

CHAPTER 7

136




