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Haase, Hugo

(September 29, 1863, Allenstein — November 7,
1919, Berlin [murdered]), German politician. One
of the two chairmen of the Sozialdemokratische
Partei Deutschlands (SPD; Social Democratic
Party of Germany) from 1911 onward, Haase
opposed the Burgfrieden (Fortress Truce) policy
that had been adopted by the majority of his party.
He nonetheless bowed to party discipline. Speak-
ing before the Reichstag on August 4, 1914, he
read out the declaration in which the SPD
approved the war credits — against his own con-
viction. Until thelast moment, Haase attempted
to uphold the unity of the party and to simultane-
ously secure a majorityfor his rejection of the war
credits. In the face of the growing public debate
over war objectives in 1915, Haase and his party
colleagues Karl Kautsky and Eduerd Bernstein
issued a proclamation. entitled The Demands of
the Time {Das Gebot der Stunde, June 1915) in
which he called for the abandoning of the Burg-
frieden policy and simultaneously disassociated
himself from the government’s war objectives. On
March 24, 1916, after finally loosing all hope of
winning over the party’s majority for his opposi-
tional politics, Haase justified the rejection of the

social democratic support policy for an SPD
minority. His withdrawal from the SPD fraction
and his resignation from the party chairmanship
were the logical consequence of his strong pacifis-
tic commitment. Together with Georg Ledebour,
Haase then assumed the leadership of the Unab-
hingige Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschiands
(USPD; Independent Social Democratic Party of
Germany), which was founded in April 1917. Fol-
lowing the November Revolution, Haase was one
of three representatives of the USPD in the Coun-
cil of the People’s Deputies (Rat der Volksbeauf-
tragten), towhich he belonged untillate December
1918. Less than a year later, he was assassinated by
a mentally disturbed man.

(> Peace Movements)
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Haber, Fritz

(December 9, 1868, Breslau — January 29, 1934,
Basel), German chemist. Prior to the World War,
Haber developed the scientific principles for the
fixation of atmospheric nitrogen in the form of
ammonia (NH,), which was then technically real-
ized'by Carl Bosch (Haber-Bosch process). How-
ever, ammonia was not only used as a base
substance for the manufacturing of artificial
nitrogenous fertilizers, but also for the produc-
tion of explosives and was thus of crucial impor-
tance for the war-economy.

In 1911, “Haber was appointed director of
the newly founded Kaiser Withelm Institute for
Physical Chemistry and Electrochemistry. From
this position, he-also supervised the use of chemi-

cal warfare agents after the outbreak of the war.
Haber was the initiator as well as the organizer
of chemical warfare for the Germans and was the
main instigator of the chlorine gas attack at Ypres
on April 22, 1915. From 1916 onward, his insti-
tute devoted its entire work to military projects
and was placed under the authority of the war
ministry at the end of the same year. In 1918,
Haber was finally awarded the Nobel Prize in
Chemistry for the synthesis of ammonia. This was
also the reason why the Entente Powers abstained
from indicting Haber as a war criminal (“father of
gas warfare”) after the war. During the following
years, Haber devoted much of energy to the pro-
motion of science and research (Notgemeinschaft
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The nerves also remained the further subject
of military medicine and neurology in their
medical-physiological form. The weakening of
the nervous system resulting from infectious
disease or ~ especially during trench warfare -
by rheumatic neuralgia, or else damage from
bullet, shrapnel, or bayonet wounds, stood at the
center of their attention.
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BernD ULRICH

Netherlands

the end of the 19th century, Germany had been
extremely important for the greatly expanding
Dutch economy. For ages, Netherlands had also
maintained very close economic relations with
Great Britain. Moreover though there were no
explicit agreements, England’s predominance on
the high seas did represent a guarantee of security
for the Netherlands’s connection with the exten-
sive Dutch colonial empire.

In Germany before the World War, certain
hegemonial claims to Netherlands circulated,
without their being translated directly into plans
for either attack or annexation. Yet in 1905 Chief
of the General Staff von Schlieffen had ordered the
creation of a deployment plan which did foresee
the violation of Dutch neutrality. However, his
successor von Moltke saw the Netherlands’
neutrality as more of an advantage than a disad-
vantage, especially in economic respects. The
importation of goods and provisions either from
the Netherlands, or else across the Netherlands’
territory, could help Germany indirectly to
withstand an industrialized war and to circum-
vent the anticipated English blockade. By contrast
England, which had a strategic interest in main-
taining Dutch neutrality, did plan a blockade.
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To be sure this would be set up at some distance
from the German coast so that Netherlands could
be included in the blockade, making it possible to
control contraband on Dutch ships.
Once the war began, the Netherlands sought
to maintain its political, military, and economic
neutrality. Thiswas difficultin practice, successful
only because numerous incidents and (mostly
negligible) violations of Dutch neutrality were
handled so guardedly by the warring parties.
The Netherlands did not actually become militar-
ily entangled in the war largely because Germany
and Great Britain decided not to invade the
country. Nevertheless, in no way should the
role and significance of Netherlands’s military
and diplomacy be underestimated. Throughout
the war the Netherlands maintained a fully com-
bat-ready army of some 200,000 men, which
could be strengthened by 250,000 reservists ina
matter of days. Netherlands’s diplomats operated
with aplomb, as instructed by Prime Minister
PW.A. Cort van der Linden and Minister of
Foreign Affairs John Loudon in a series of
difficult situations. Nevertheless every time Duich
ships were torpedoed by Gerraan submarines, or
struck English mines, the public became greatly
agitated.

With the establishment of the Netherlands
Overseas Trust (NOT) in fall 1914, economic
agreements could be obtained from Great Britain.
The Dutch government also had to remain strictly
neutral in this régard. The NOT therefore main-
tained the character of 2 private organization 10
which important trade representatives belonged
under its chairman, President and Director CIK.
van Aalst of the Netherlands Trading Society.
Naturally there was still considerable, mostly
informal contact between the NOT and the Dutch
government. The NOT made arrangements with
the Allies, especially England, under which essen-
tially the conveyance of goods from overseas
could continue as long as the Allies were guaran-
teed that no onward transport to Germany would
ensue. Meanwhile besides a flourishing smug-
gling trade, great quantities of domestic agricul-
tural products were being delivered to Germany,
for which Netherlands obtained indispensable

coal in return.

The situation worsened in every respect in
1917, once Germany had encircled Netherlands
in the East and South. Indeed, in Belgium a high-
voltage fence was installed along the Dutch bor-
der in order to prevent desertions and illegal
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who had backed the government in summer 1914
now felt that “the revolution [would] not stop.a
Zevenaar.” He was not alone in this opinion.

There were occasional panic reactions by the

state - such as disarming the fleet, since it wa
uncertain whether the seamen could still b
trusted. Nonetheless, the fear of revolution prove
unwarranted. To the contrary, in The Hague:th.
political tension was released in an otherwise con
trolled mass demonstration, which made a pledg
of loyalty to Queen Wilhelmina. Troelstra had ‘Z
retreat, admitting that he had made a mistake. Th
incident would weaken the position of the Sociz
Democrats in national politics for some time
Wartime conditions and the feeling of natione
unity which they promotedled, instead, inanothe
direction, to the solution to two pressing prob
lems of the previous decade: the decades-lon

school Issue, and universal male suffrage. Thi

resulted in 1917 after careful preparation by th

Pacification Committee, which initially looked ¢

the school issue, but then expanded to also con

sider voting rights.

In conjunction with the growing cooperatio
between employers and employee unions, i
which the state was also heavily involved, th
“pacification” of the confessional, liberal, an
socialist parties laid the cornerstone for the rel
tive stability of Dutch society after the Fin
World War. The small country maintained itse
as a West European nation-state, with a parlic
mentary democracy and a constitutional mona:
chy. Compared with international practice
the Netherlands had conspicuously intense an
widespread religious and political-ideologic
divisions (metaphorically speaking, “pillariz
tion”), which with the help of a well thougl
out compromise policy was shifted to relative
peaceful cohabitation.

The fact that the Netherlands had taken r
military action in the World War distinguishe
the land clearly from its neighboring state
Although the Netherlands was not ableto escaj
the war’s effects despite this, they did turn.out:
be comparatively minor. Possibly it was therefo
a much greater shock than for the other lan
when the Netherlands was occupied by Germat
in the Second World War. Perhaps this explah
the special place that this experience has held
Dutch society since 1945, as well as the fact th
the historical experience of the First World W
was missing.
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NEUTRAL STATES

(> High Voltage Fence; » Neutral States; > Schlief-
fen Plan)
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