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[Low vision services in Denmark

Mapping the current state
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Purpose
The aim of this study has been to map the current picture of low
vision services in Denmark, including their work and approach
to lighting in low vision rehabilitation. Catchment aren
M th d 800000
€ 0 700000
30 semistructured phone interviews were conducted with 500000
representatives from the 23 regional and two national low vision 00000
centres, regarding: :SZZZZ
o the organisation, afhliation and appropriation structure 100000
o the professional background of the low vision consultants 100000 | | | I O | T | | |
(LVC) i 1234567891011121:14151;17181920212223

o their practices concerning lighting assessments.

M single municipality M 2-6 municipalities 7 - 18 municipalities

Findings

The size and catchment area of the 24 centers range from 1
to 22 LVC’s, from 1 to 18 municipalities, and 2 of the centers
were national. The professional background of the 144 LVC's:
occupational therapists (51), teachers (45), social educators /
pedagogues (28) and the remaining 20 LVC’s represented 10
additional professions.

Professional backgroud of low vision consultants
m Occupational Therapist (35%)

m Teacher (31%)

m Pedagogue (20%)

Optician (4%)

&

m Optometrist (3%)
® Physical Therapist (2%)

m Speech & language pedagouge (1%)

m Other (4%)

The mapping show huge diversity across the organisational
structure and configuration of professionals, which eventually
effects the actual low vision service offered to the citizens.
Important aspects addressed in the interviews were the role of
the allocation structure in the services, collegial cooperation
and sharing of knowledge across the professional network,
especially concerning practice knowledge on specific work
functions such as the lighting assessments and their role in
rehabilitation.

Features addressed in the interview

m lighting lab

M electrician / retailer .
collaboration

B DTHS- member

colleagues, external

M colleagues, internal
know-how

mDTHS on light
M IBOS
W personalized schema

Furthermore, the practices of lighting assessments showed
diversity of methods, proportions, facilities and aids, and not
at least the degree of rehabilitative or recovery based approach
in the assessment. Several interviewees are call for guidelines

and standards of domestic lighting in general, and in particular

for visually impaired citizens.The lighting standards they
use today are based on normal vision and apply to the work
environments and not home environments as such.

Main findings on lighting:

In the centres, individual
consultants specializes in the
lighting assessments. This
knowledge is often tacit and not
made explicit or systematized.

Lighting practices differ across
the centres, as:

a) Some of the large centres
develops and accumulate
knowledge in interdisciplinary
collaboration

b) Small centres are more
mono-disciplinary (often only
one LVC), have few lighting
cases a year, and less resources
for accumulation of knowledge

Consequently, there is a need for
standards and guidelines - and
for knowledge-sharing across the
community of practice
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Professional background
large centers = catchment area > 400.000 citizens
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Professional background
medio centers = catchment area 100.000 - 400.000 citizens
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Professional background
small centers = catchment area <100.000 citizens
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