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Abstract:

School peers can condition students’ academic performance in different ways. On the
one hand, students’ academic progression is driven by the level of academic
performance of their peers. Second, students’ self-perception about their own ability is
made of their comparison with their peers. This research investigate these two effects of
having high-skilled peers, that seems to run in opposite directions. Additionally, in this
study we analyse the effect of students’ relative rank within their school in terms of
their socioeconomic and cultural status. We follow an empirical approach using data
from Canary Island, which is a Spanish region which exhibits a low level of academic
performance. The estimation procedure used has been a value added model, which
account for previous academic performance in absolute terms and also control for
students’ socioeconomic level. Results show that having high-skilled peers in 3™ grade
of primary is negative for students’ educational attainment in 6™ grade. We have also
explored the existence of different behaviour by gender. Result are consistent across
gender, although it seems that being on the top of their class has slightly higher
influence on girls’ than boys’ academic performance. This result has consequence on
parental decisions about school choice, and reveals that having high-skilled classmates
has drawbacks for students’ self-concept of their academic skills.
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