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2 ASSOCIATED ENTERPRISES, INC. ». TOLUTEC DISTRICT

that the district was illegally formed. The trial court,
Lr;'ud that had the district been formed in violation of
ag Te) that £

the Equal Protection Clause, appellants would have g
good defense under state law to the asserted right of

entry, but it held against them on the merits. The
“'w;ming Supreme Court affirmed. 0

..»\;)}_u‘ll:idlts urge here that the provisions O"tlth”g only
landowners to vote and weighting the }")t"-’ a‘-""’"'_"'-l“'lﬁ to
acreage violate the Equal Protection (.’1‘7"‘”3“". Like the
California water storage district, the Wyoming water.
shed distriet is a governmental unit of special or limited
purpose whose activities have a dispropor?;ioqa.te effect,
on landowners within the district. The district’s oper-
ations are conducted through projects and the lang is
assessed for any benefits received. Id., §§ 41-354.17, 41—
3564.21, 41-354.22. Such assessments constitute a liep

on the land until paid. Id., § 41-354.93.
We cannot agree with the dissent’s Intimation that the
Wyoming Legislature has in any sense abdicated to g
wealthy few the ultimate authority over land manage-
ment in that State. The-statute authorizing the estab.-
lishment of improvement districts was enacted by a
legislature in which all of the State’s electors have the
unquestioned right to be fairly represented. Under the
act, districts may be formed only as subdivisions of soil
and water conservation districts. Id., §41-354.3. And
a precondition to their formation referendum is a deter-
mination by a board of supervisors of the affected con-
servation district, bopularly elected by both oceupiers
and owners of land within the district, that the water-
shed improvement district is both necessary and admin-
Istratively practicable, Id., §§41-354.7, 41-354.8; Wy-
oming Conservation Districts Law, Wyo. Stat. Ann.

$11-234 et seq, §11-243. As in Salyer, supra, we hold
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