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Supreme Conrt of the Tnited States
Washington, D. €. 20513

CHAMBERS OF
JUSTICE JOHN M. HARLAN

October 28, 1969

Re: No. 632 - Alexander v. Holmes County

Dear Chief:
Supplementing my earlier letter of today, I thought

it might be convenient for you and the Brethren to have in "unitary"
form the per curiam-order that would result from the proposals

made in that letter. The following would eventuate,

"PER CURIAM:

We brought this case here upon an expedited
writ of certiorari, UL'S; , to review a determination
of the Court of Appeais or the Fifth Circuit extending from
August 11, 1969, the filing of plans by the Department of
Health, Educat:on and Welfare and postponing from September
1, 1969 to an indefinite date the disestablishment of the
presently segregated school systems in the 14 counties in-
volved in this litigation and substituting therefor unitary
school systems. The petition for certiorari was granted on
October 9, 1969, and the case set down for argument on
October 23, 1969. The question presented is one of paramount
- importance involving as it does the denial of fundamental )
rights of some 137,000 children, Negro and White, who are
presenﬂy attending Mississippi schaols under segregated
conditions. Based on our review of the submissions and con-
| atic ofthe oral arguments aad,in" ! this _




218; Green v. New Kent County, 391 U, 8, 430, we conclude that
the Court of Appeals erred in granting the extension and post-
ponement reforred to, and we issue the following order and

judgment:
1. The Court of Appeals' order of August

28, 1969 is vacated and the case is remanded to the
Court of Appeals for entry of an order, pending final
resolution of this litigation, which will achieve the
immediate termination of any system of dual schools
based on race or color,

2. In formulating its order, the Court of
Appeals may consider in its discretion the recommenda-
tions submitted by the Department of Health, Education
and Welfare on August 11, 1969, together with any
amendments or modlﬂca-tions necessary to provide
reasonable means for achieving such immediate

termination of a dual school system. The Court of
shall in no event defer desegregation of the

Appeals
schools in Holmes and Meridian Counties until the
beginning of the school year 1970-71. -

3. The Court of Appeals may in its
discretion enter the order herein mandated without
further arguments or submissions. In any event,

the Court of Appeals shall enter its order on or
before November 10, 1969, requiring the termination

of the dual school systems and the establishment of
tm!tary school S stems forthwith and in no event later
| { ;" -G 1 1969.

After ____the Conrt ot Appea.la' order is
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