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Figure I. Boston Marathon from its start in Hopkinton to the finish in Boston (provided by the Boston Athletic Association).

111th Boston Marathon Finish Times All-Time Top 10 Finish Times
Men’s Wheelchair Men’s Wheelchair

1. Masazumi Soejima, Japan..........ccccevveennnnn. 1:29:16 1. 1:18:27 — Ernst Van Dyk, South Africa (2004)

2. Krige Schabort, South Af.rica ..................... 1:36:27 2. 1:21:08 - Joel Jeannot, France (2004)

3. Ernst Nan DyK, South AftICa «.ouesssessvis L3710 3. 1:21:23 - Heinz Frei, Switzerland (1994)

4. Chioke Yastoka, JaPan ...cssismmanveminsss 1:42:47 e :

5. Tomasz Hamerlak, Poland ............cccceuun... 1:45:47 4. 1:21:36 - Franz Nietlispach, Switzerland (1999)

6. Adam Bleakney, Savoy, IL........cccccuevuenenee.. 1:45:51 5. 1:21:52 - Franz Nietlispach, Switzerland (1998)

7. Tyler G Byers, Sterling, VA .....ccoovvrvvvvennnnee. 1:50:34 6. 1:22:17 — Jim Knaub, California (1993)

8. Patrick A Doak, Concord, MA ................... 1:55:58 7. 1:22:52 — Thomas Sellers, Florida (1994)

9. Michel Filteau, Canada e, 1:57:59 8. 1:23:07 — Franz Nietlispach, Switzerland (2004)
10. Joshua George, Champaign, IL................. 2:02:58 9. 1:23:19 — Ernst Van Dyk, South Africa (2002)
11. Renzo Martinez, Boca Raton, FL................ 2:27:01 10. 1:23:33 — Mustapha Badid, France (1993)

12. Mamoru KUusano, JaPan .......ccossiscssssssensises 2:30:47 S 4 '

13. Paul A Bester, Maple Grove, MN .............. 2:32:52

14, HirosniEWacht, JaDan ..c.ceissesvsieicvssssssnss 2:51:27 . ;

15. William K M.D.JTgn, ipswich, MA ............ 2:53:48 Women's\Wheelchalr .

16. Michael Savicki, Cornelius, NC ................. 3:17:39 1. 1:34:22 — Jean Driscoll, lllinois (1994)

17. Cpt. Mackey | Tyndall, Panama City, FL.... 4:22:33 2. 1:34:45 - Louise Sauvage, Australia (1994)
3. 1:34:50 — Jean Driscoll, lllinois (1993)

Women'’s Wheelchair 4. 1:35:42 — Connie Hansen, Denmark (1993)

1. Wakako Tsuchida, ]ﬂpﬂﬂ ......... esvaseesrisivases 1:53:30 5. 1:36:52 — |ean Driamll, linois (1992)

2. Amanda M McGrory, Champaign, IL........ 1:58:01 6. 1:39:31 — Louise Sauvage, Australia (1993)

3. Sandra F Graf, Switzerland........c.ccccevvnen.... 2:02:30 ! ST

4. Diane Roy, Canada..............cccevevrvevererennnn. 2:04:13 7. 1:39:53 ~ Cheri Blauwet, California (2004)

5. Shirley Reilly, Tucson, AZ.........cccccervenenee. 2:14:49 8. 1:40:16 — Connie Hansen, Denmark (1992)

6. Chantal Petitclerc, Canada ....................... 2:15:36 9. 1:40:42 - Jean Driscoll, lllinois (1995)

7. April B Coughlin, New York, NY ............... 3:05:00 10. 1:41:13 - Edith Hunkeler, Switzerland (2004)

8. Jacqui Kapinowski, Pt. Pleasant, NJ ........... 3:13:47
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assist athletes with pavement conditions and the steep hill
in Hopkinton. A pace car and four motorcycles were used
In this year’s race to control the speed of the athletes at the
start until all push rim wheelchairs successfully reached the
bottom of the first hill.

This year’s weather conditions increased the probability
of flat tires and misjudging speed when navigating corners.
Athletes sought a competitive edge, but conditions forced
them to pursue a more tactical race and to make cautious
judgments to ensure safety on the hilly Boston Marathon
course. One adjustment made by the majority of participants
was the application of handball blister to their gloves—a
tacky substance providing friction to the push rims of the
wheelchairs even in wet conditions. A smaller number of ath-
letes used sandpaper and contact cement to help propel their
wheelchairs. Power generated from pushing during the race
1s critical, so lost power due to poor grip could mean the dif-
ference between winning and losing.

The strong northeast head winds generated by the lin-
gering nor easter provided athletes with another challenge.
Since there 1s hittle weight in front of push rim wheelchairs,
athletes had to adjust their body weight and pushing angle to
steer effectively and keep their wheelchairs properly aligned

Bob Hall, Race Director for the push rim wheelchair division of the Boston
Marathon sitting with women's wheelchair winner Wakako Tsuchida at the award

) ceremﬂn}r.
and safe.

consecutive Boston wins (1990-1996). But this was not to be Van

Dyk's day, although he holds the current world record time of
All eyes were on the push rim wheelchair division this year 1:18:27 (2004) at Boston.

to see if 33 year-old Ernst Van Dyk of South Africa would win In his first Boston appearance, Japan's Masazumi Soejima

his seventh consecutive Boston Marathon. A victory would have  posted a time of 1:29:16, unseating Van Dyk (3" place) by more

tied him with Jean Driscoll of Champaign, Illinois, for the most  than seven minutes and beating fellow South African Krige
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Schabort (2™ place) by more than six minutes. Prior to coming
to Boston, Soejima set a course record at the Honolulu Marathon
each of the last two years (1:30:32 in 2005 and 1:29:22 in 2006)
and in February of this yvear he won the Tokyo Marathon in
R pazrd W

» el -

Van Dyk hit a pothole about a mile and a halt before the finish
line. The accident caused one tire to go flat and the other tire to

-

£ L

come partially off the rim. After using his hands to work the one
tire back on the rim, Van Dyk completed the race with a flat tire.
Van Dyk’s trouble occurred after Soejima had already crossed the
finish line. The day was also a disappointment ftor second place
winner Krige Schabort who now has the distinction of six second
place finishes in Boston, but he aims to return next year to win the
elusive prize of first place.

Women's Wheelchair Division

To complete a Japanese sweep of the push rim wheelchair
division, Wakako Tsuchida won with the time of 1:53:30. This
was Tsuchida’s third Boston. In 2002, she ran 3™ with a time of
1:50:09 and in 2003 she was 4" to cross the finish line in 2:02:43.
Tsuchida led the entire course this year beating Amanda McGrory
(1:38:01) of Champaign, [llinois, who won the New York City
Marathon this past fall and Sandra Graf (2:02:30) of Switzerland
who placed 3™ in three previous Boston Marathons. This year’s
race will go down n history —no other Japanese racer, male or
female, had ever won Boston.

Epilogue

The push rim wheelchair division of the Boston Marathon can
trace its roots to Eugene Roberts, a Vietnam War veteran who had
lost both legs and became the first person to complete Boston
(1970), and Bob Hall who became the first officially recogmized
participant (1975) and now serves as the Race Director for the
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push rim division. To this day. Boston remains the oldest con-
tinuous marathon for wheelchair athletes and holds the world’s
unchallenged standard for excellence.
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