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Abstract

Qiyuan Cihua ¥ [ 17 1% (Ci Discourse of the Leisure Garden), written by Du Wenlan
#13C3#  in the late Qing Dynasty, reflects the social network of ci-poets in Zhejiang,
Jiangsu and Hubei area during the Xianfeng Ji&3F and Tongzhi [F]7f periord. In order
to fulfill the purpose of “collecting his friends’ ci-poems”, over 100 ci-poets and their
works are included in this ci discourse. Although these poets lived in different regions
and belonged to different schools of ci, Du Wenlan still classified them as belonging to

the same ci group.

Current researches tend to separate this ci group by the regions and schools, which is
apparently against Du’s intention of “identifying those poets as one group”. Therefore,
this thesis seeks to reveal the whole structure of the ci group mentioned in Qiyuan
Cihua, and interpret the strategies Du Wenlan utilized to compiling it. The composition
of those poets during the Taiping rebellion is also used as a case to study the formation

of identity among those poets.
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