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Abstract. We present a multiwavelength study of several star forming regions in the LMC and
SMC. Broad and narrowband IR imaging in conjunction with cold molecular emission of CO lines
and mid IR imaging by ISO are providing us the data to define the massive star content and formation
processes in low metallicity environments (1/3 to 1/10 solar) for comparison with Galactic star
forming regions. Our multiwavelength studies show a clear correlation between the 2.12 µm H2,
the 6.7 µm AIBs, and 230 GHz CO(2-1) emission as predicted by PDR models towards N66 in
the SMC and 30 Doradus in the LMC. We have found IR embedded sources toward the peaks of
the CO emission detected toward both HII regions. We find that the molecular gas that has not yet
been photodissociated by the UV radiation field of the O stars is in hot, dense clumps with very small
filling factors. The distribution and morphology of the excited molecular gas in 30 Doradus as seen in
the H2 line is clumpy with numerous knots while that of the ionized gas in the 2.16µm Brγ emission
shows a filamentary structure. The 6.7 µm images show a good correlation to the Br γ emission as
expected for warm gas.

Towards N11 and N159 in the LMC we have also found several IR embedded sources associated
to the presence of cold molecular gas. These are seen in the interfaces between the molecular ma-
terial and the HII regions. Thus, either induced or trigered star formation occurs in these interfaces
producing a PDR region.
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