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Abstract

Since 1990, a large number of Chinese new migrants (many of whom
are females) have settled down in Singapore. However, migration theories
have not paid adequate attention to the significance of gender in this
migration flow; and female migrants have often been relegated to the role of
“trailing spouses” and are generally invisible in the scholarly analysis.

This thesis attempts to link gender and migration by studying the
experiences of Chinese new migrants in Singapore. The first part of the thesis
focuses on the private sphere (marriage and family) and argues that women
are active agents participating in the process of migration. It also challenges
the conventional argument that women from developing countries choose
international marriages purely for economic motivation. The second part
focuses on the public sphere (the society) and examines the tensions (and
gradual improvements) between Chinese (female) new migrants and the
Singapore society at large. Despite facing many difficulties and limitations,
Chinese women have played an active role in the local labour market. The
third part focuses on the role of the nation-state in the evolution of

engendered migration. In addition to discussing the revival of overseas



Chinese nationalism at the turn of the new century, this thesis gives special
attention to the gender differences in the making of political and cultural

identities.
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% Mirjana Morokvasic, “ ‘In and Out’ of the Labour Market: Imimigrant and Minority Women

in Europe”, in Katie Wills and Brenda Yeoh (eds.), Gender and Migration
(Northampton, Mass.: Edward Elgar, 2000), pp. 65-91.
%1 Hania Zlotnik, “Migration and The Family: The Female Perspective”, in Katie Willis and
Brenda Yeoh (eds.), Gender and Migration ( Northampton, Mass.: Edward Elgar,
2000), pp.27-46
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¥ Hania Zlotnik, “Migration and The Family: The Female Perspective” , in Katie Willis and
Brenda Yeoh (eds.), Gender and Migration (Northampton, Mass.: Edward Elgar,
2000), pp.27-46.
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2 Linda Low, “The Political Economy of Migrant Worker Policy in Singapore”, in Yaw
A.Debrah (ed.), Migrant Workers in Pacific Asia (London, Portland, OR:F.Cass,
2002), pp.95-116
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