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Abstract

Conjunctive Discourse Markers of Narrative
Colloquialism

Zhao Yang ( Linguistics and Applied Linguistics )
Directed by Dong Xiufang

This dissertation did a research about nine conjunctive discourse markers and
their variants in narrative colloquialism by a moderate perspective, and they are:
"Ranhou”, "Name (Na)", "Suoyi", "Nage / Zhege", "Jiushi (Jiu)", "Keshi", "Jieguo”, "
Houlai", "Fanzheng".

First, we analyzed the functions and characteristics of each case of these nine
discourse markers, which from five aspects as follows: its functions as a discourse
marker, characteristics when it was used, variants and syntactic locations as well as
their sources of part of speech. We distinguished their functions into two categories
according to whether they are in foreground or not: narration which is according to
chronological is bound to foreground; narration which is not in foreground often
provides background information, or supplies or adjusts the text. We focus on analysis
of their characteristics, from the following nine aspects: bleaching degree, whether to
convey chronological order or not, whether in foreground or not, other semantic
relations they can convey, how big the pause size is followed by, intensity of use,
frequency of use, integrations with the other discourse markers and their personality
traits. In particular, we focus on analysis of the discourse markers evaluated from
nouns: "Jieguo™ and "Houlai", because they have certain uniqueness by sources of
part of speech.

We classified these nine discourse markers from two angles: source of part of
speech and their functions. They are divided into four categories from the perspective
of speech sources: 1. Conjunction phrase group: "Ranhou”, "Name (Na)", "Suoyi",
"Jiushi (Jiu)", "Keshi"; 2. Noun phrase group: "Jieguo", " Houlai"; 3. "Fanzheng"
group; 4. "Nage / Zhege" group. They are divided into two categories from a
functional point of view: narrative discourse markers and comments discourse

markers. Narrative discourse markers are: "Ranhou”, "Jieguo”, " Houlai"; Comments



discourse markers are: "Fanzheng", "Suoyi"; "Jiushi (Jiu)", "Keshi", "Name (Na)" and
"Nage / Zhege" are kind of special, most of the time they are in favor of narrative,
sometimes can be used to give explanations and subjective comments.

We analyzed and compared these nine discourse markers. We gave the overall
description for these conjunctive discourse markers from three aspects: different
narrative styles from different narrators, preference for different conjunctive discourse
markers and integrative conditions of these nine discourse markers. We emphatically
analyzed the integrative conditions of these nine discourse markers, which are only
appear in the case of colloquialism, and are the natural appearances without thinking
carefully and organizing seriously by the narrators. This specialty highlighted the
necessity of nature-based study of colloquialism. We analyzed and compared these
nine discourse markers on the basis of groups we distinguished before, and made
functional sorts, gave comparison charts and drew the relevant conclusions.

Keywords: Discourse marker ~ Conjunction  Foreground Integrate
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