INVESTIGATIONS INTO DESIGN AND
CONTROL OF POWER ELECTRONIC
SYSTEMS FOR FUTURE
MICROPROCESSOR POWER SUPPLIES

Ravinder Pal Singh

NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE
2010



INVESTIGATIONS INTO DESIGN AND
CONTROL OF POWER ELECTRONIC
SYSTEMS FOR FUTURE
MICROPROCESSOR POWER SUPPLIES

Ravinder Pal Singh
(B.Tech(Hons), II'T Kharagpur, India)

A THESIS SUBMITTED

FOR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

DEPARTMENT OF ELECTRICAL & COMPUTER ENGINEERING
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE

2010



Acknowledgements

This thesis arose in part out of years of research that has been done since I
came to the Power Electronics group at National University of Singapore (NUS).
By that time, I have worked with a great number of people who deserve special
mention. They have contributed in assorted ways to the research and helped mak-
ing of this thesis possible. It is a pleasure to convey my gratitude to all of them in

my humble acknowledgment.

First and foremost, I offer my sincerest gratitude to my supervisor, Assoc.
Prof. Ashwin M. Khambadkone, who has supported me throughout my thesis
with his patience and knowledge, whilst allowing me the room to work in my own
way. His truly scientist intuition has made him a constant oasis of ideas, which
exceptionally inspired and enriched my growth as a student and as a researcher.
One simply could not wish for a better or friendlier supervisor. I am indebted to

him more than he knows.

I would also like to thank my co-supervisors Assoc. Prof. Ganesh S. Samudra
and Assoc. Prof. Yung C. Liang. They have been extremely enthusiastic and
supportive regarding this research. Without their encouragement and support this

study would have not been possible.

In my daily work I have been blessed with a friendly and cheerful group of

fellow students: (in alphabetical order) Amit K. Gupta, Anshuman Tripathi, Chen



Acknowledgements ii

Yu, K. Viswanathan, Kong Xin, Krishna Mainali, Sanjib Kr. Sahoo, Xu Xinyu
and Zhou Haihua. It was really wonderful working with them in the laboratory
and helping each other. I have learnt a lot through our miscellaneous chats. Thank

you all for being my friends.

Our lab officers Mr Woo, Mr Chandra, Mr Teo and Mr Seow have been a
great help. I appreciate their helpful nature and dedication in making laboratory

such a nice place to work.

There are some people outside the power electronics laboratory whose pres-
ence has made my stay at NUS really easy. I am also grateful to the members
of (my) Tennis Club. Our regular tennis sessions have helped me pull out from
stressed conditions. I have to also thank my apartment mates: Khattu, Debu, Sree

and Saurabh for their continued support and friendship.

My study at National University of Singapore was made possible through
the academic research grant for this project (R-263-000-305-112) and the graduate
research scholarship. I am extremely thankful to National University of Singapore

for the financial support.

And finally, no words suffice to express my heartfelt gratitude to those who are
closest to me. I would have never reached so far without the constant love and sup-
port of my parents and my sister. I would also like to thank my wife Navdeep whose
presence helped make the completion of my work possible. Thankyou Navdeep for
supporting me to work on the thesis during the weekends. Although it took me lit-
tle longer than expected, but now I have made it. Mom and Dad, this dissertation

is for you!



Contents

Acknowledgements
Summary

List of Tables

List of Figures

1 Introduction

2 Background and Problem Definition
2.1 Digital Control of Voltage Regulator Modules
2.1.1 Digital Control of DC-DC Converters

2.1.2  Digital Control of high current VRMs

2.2  Time Resolution of DPWM . . . .. .. ... ... ...

2.3 Current Sensing Techniques . . . . . .. ... ... ...

11

viii

xi

xil



v

2.3.1 Series resistance . . . . . ... 22
2.3.2 Inductor Voltage Sensing . . . . . . .. ... .. .. ... .. 24
2.3.3 MOSFET Rgson Sensing . . . ... ... ... ... .... 25
234 SenseFET . . . . ..o 26
2.3.5  Current Transformers (CT) . . ... ... ... ... ... .. 27
2.3.6 Rogowski Coil . . . . .. ... ... .. ... 28
2.3.7 Hall Effect Sensor . . . . . ... .. Lo 28
2.4 Current Sharing in Paralleled Converters . . . . . . . . . ... ... 29
2.5 Improving the Transient Response of a Converter . . . . . ... .. 35
2.6 SUMMAry . ... ... 40
Digital Control of VRMs 42
3.1 Introduction . . . . . . . ... 42
3.1.1 Controller Design Methods . . . . . . ... ... ... .... 43
3.1.2  Frequency Domain Design . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... 44
3.1.3 Control Structure . . . . . . . .. ... 47
3.1.4 Transformation to discrete-time controller . . . . . . . . .. 48
3.1.5  Current and Voltage Sensing . . . . . . . ... ... .. ... 51

3.1.6  Controller Implementation . . . . . .. ... ... ...... 53



3.1.7 Stability Analysis . . . . . . ... Lo 57
3.1.8 Digital Dither . . . . .. ... ... 59
3.2 Experimental Results . . . . .. .. ... ... 0L 61
3.3 Summary ... ... 64
Time Resolution of the DPWM 66
4.1 Introduction . . . . . . . ... 66
4.2 Proposed Scheme . . . . ... ... ... ... 67
4.2.1 Extending the scheme for finer resolution . . . . . . . .. .. 70
4.2.2  Effect due to variation in component values . . . .. .. .. 71
4.3 Simulation Results . . . . . .. ... ..o 73
4.4 Experimental Results . . . . . . ... ... 0oL 75
4.5 SUummary . ... ... 79

Giant Magneto Resistive (GMR) effect based Current Sensing

Technique 80
5.1 Imtroduction . . . . . . . . ... 80
5.2 Proposed Method . . . . . . . . ... ... 81

5.2.1 Description . . . . .. ..o 81

5.2.2  Work on Magnetoresistive effect . . . . . . . ... ... ... 84



vi

5.2.3 Magnetic Field distribution due to current carrying track . . 86
5.2.4 Performance Evaluation . . .. .. ... ... ... ..... 90
5.3 Experimental Results . . . . . . . ... ... 0oL 97
54 Summary . o.o.o. ..o 101
Current Sharing in Multiphase Converters 102
6.1 Introduction . . . . . . . . ... 102
6.2 Proposed Scheme . . . . . . . ... .. ... ... ... ... 104
6.2.1 Current Sensing . . . . . . . . . ... 104
6.2.2 Power Loss Analysis . . . . .. ... ... ... .. ... .. 107
6.2.3 Current Sharing . . . . . . . . .. ... 108
6.2.4 Stability Analysis . . . . . .. ... 112
6.2.5  Accuracy in current sharing . . . .. ... ... 116
6.3 Experimental Results . . . . . ... .. ... .. ... .. ... ... 118
6.4 Summary . . . ... 120
Improving the Step-Down Transient Response 122
7.1 Introduction . . . . . . . ... 122
7.2 Proposed Scheme: Working Principle . . . . . . .. ... ... ... 129

7.2.1 Switching Algorithm . . . . ... .. ... ... 132



7.2.2  Output Capacitor Design . . . . . . ... ... ... .....

7.2.3 Slew rate determines the fall time . . . . . . . . . ... ...

7.2.4 Power Loss Analysis . . . . .. ... ... ... .. ... ..

7.2.5 Implementation of Proposed Scheme . . . . . ... ... ..

7.3 Experimental Results . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ......

7.4 Summary

8 Improving the Step-Up Transient Response

8.1 Introduction . . . . . . . . .

8.2 Proposed Scheme . . . . . ... ..o

8.2.1 Working Principle . . . . . . . ...

8.2.2  Switched Capacitor Circuit Design . . . . . . . .. ... ..

8.2.3 Slew rate determines the rise time . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

8.2.4 Power Loss Analysis . . . . ... .. ... ... ... ...

8.2.5 Implementation of Proposed Scheme . . . . .. ... .. ..

8.3 Experimental Results . . . . . ... .. ... .. ... ... ....

8.4 Summary

9 Conclusions

vii

140

140

142

144

144

147

150

150

152

156

167

169

170

173

173

179

180



Viil

Appendix A 186

Bibliography 189

List of Publications 203



1X

Summary

Voltage Regulator Modules (VRMs) are used to provide power to the mi-
croprocessors. These modules are expected to deliver high currents upto 200A at
low output voltages of around 1.2V. In order to reduce losses, microprocessors use
dynamic voltage scaling, whereby the supply voltage to the microprocessor is ad-
justed with the computation load. To this end, the processor sends a 7-bit Voltage

Identification (VID) code to the VRM, that dictates its output voltage.

Since the digital interface to the microprocessor is available to the VRM, the
digital control is well suited for this purpose. However, the digital controllers have
the drawbacks of reduction in phase margin due to presence of Zero Order Hold
(ZOH) in Digital Pulse-Width Modulators (DPWM) and the limited resolution of
the DPWM output. The digital controllers designed in this work take into account
the reduction in phase margin due to presence of DPWM based ZOH. The effect
of quantization of filter coefficients is also analyzed and a minimum word length
filter structure is proposed for such controllers. In addition, a DPWM architecture
is proposed to improve the time resolution of the DPWM. The proposed scheme is
fabricated in the form of an Application Specific Integrated Circuit (ASIC) and is

verified using experimental results.

The VRM control requires the inductor currents to be sensed. Thus, a current

sensing method is described which is based on Giant Magneto Resistive (GMR)



effect. It is based on sensing the magnetic field generated by the flow of current.
Using fundamental equations of the field distribution, it is shown how the sensor can
be used for sensing the inductor current. Simulation and test results are provided

to assist the analysis.

Due to high currents, it becomes essential to have multiphase topology, where
the synchronous buck converters are connected in parallel such that each phase leg
carries only a fraction of the total output current. However, the current control
of such a topology will require N-current sensors. Thus, a sensing and sharing

algorithm is proposed which uses only one current sensor.

The control of a VRM ensures the voltage regulation during steady state
operation. However, the transient response of a DC-DC converter still gets gov-
erned by the fundamental equation of rate of change of inductor current. It is
proportional to the voltage across the inductor and inversely proportional to the
inductance. Two new circuit topologies are proposed which increases the slew rate
of inductor current during transient and thus improve the transient response of
the system. The performance of these topologies are verified with simulation and
experimental results. These schemes give another design freedom to optimally de-
sign the converters, resulting in lower inductor current ripple and requiring smaller

output capacitor as compared to the conventional schemes.

In all, this dissertation focuses on the design development and control of Volt-
age Regulator Modules for low voltage and high current applications. Theoretical
developments have been appropriately supported with analytical and experimental

results.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

Microprocessor scaling has consistently adhered to Moores law [1], thereby
doubling the transistors every 18 months, as seen in Fig. 1.1 [2]. Increasing transis-
tor density combined with the performance demanded from next-generation micro-
processors result in increased processor power. Scaling of transistors also necessi-
tates a reduction in the operating voltages both for reliability of the finer-dimension
devices and for reducing the power consumed by the microprocessor.

1
100

109 L

8 Moore’s Law Continues
10

8-Core Xeon

7
10 F

Dual-Core Itanium 2
Quad-Core Itanium

Intel Itanium 2
Itanium 2 (9MB Cache)

6

Intel Itanium

Transistors
)
Intel Pentium 4

Intel 486
Intel Pentium
Intel Pentium Il
Intel Pentium IlI

Intel 386

Intel 286

>
4004
8008

1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010
Year

Figure 1.1: Intel CPU transistors double every 18 months (source:[2])



Chapter 1: Introduction 2

The power loss is P, < N - C'- (Vygq)* - far, where, N is the number of cells,
V4 is the supply voltage, fux is the clock frequency and C' is the capacitive loading
of a single CMOS cell. Since the number of CMOS cells per die area is growing
as predicted by the Moore’s law, the net result is increased power consumption
of the future microprocessors. Historical data on the increase in power for Intel
microprocessors is included in Fig. 1.2 [3][4]. It is seen that the power doubles
approximately every 36 months. This is attributed to simple analytical relation
based on increasing clock frequency, transistor count and less aggressive voltage
reduction. However, since the power consumption of the chip is large, any reduction

in voltage will increase the supply current drawn by the microprocessors.

Processor power doubles Pentium®
100 every ~36 months... processors .
:é‘ ot
= 10 286 486 v
e 8086 386..0""
o e
g 808%085 ‘
= 9 8008
4004 .-

71 ‘74 '78 ‘85 '92 ‘00 ‘04 ‘08

Figure 1.2: Historical power trend for Intel CPUs (source:|[3])

According to Intel’s prediction, one can expect the power consumption of
around 200W. The supply voltage will drop to below 1V and the supply current
will be around 200A [4]. The output voltage tolerance is required to be less than
1% even in the presence of high slew rates of current drawn by the microprocessors.
These tight required regulations, place an enormous burden on the circuits that
provides power to the chip. These circuits are collectively referred to as Voltage

Regulator Modules (VRMs).



Chapter 1: Introduction 3

Normally the VRMs supplying power to the microprocessors derive power
from a 12V regulated bus [5][6]. For low voltage low current VRMs, a synchronous
buck converter has been found to be suitable for such conversion. However if a single
stage buck converter is used in 12V to 1V, 200A VRM, then due to the stringent
voltage regulation requirements and due to the large slew rates of the current, large
output filter will be required. Due to limited space on motherboards, such size of

VRMs would not be feasible [7].

To meet the requirements of limited space on motherboard and the tight reg-
ulations, the power conversion must be done at higher switching frequencies. This
will reduce the size of the required components and it will provide a fast transient
response. The amount of required output filter size can also be reduced using an
interleaving multiphase topology. With multiphase topology, the synchronous buck
converters are connected in parallel, such that each phase leg carries only a fraction
of the total output current. By operating the various converters in a phase-shifted
manner, such a topology can offer decreased magnitude of output voltage ripple. It
also helps in increasing the frequency of the voltage ripple. Thus, the size of filter

components can be reduced to a greater extent.

In an interleaved buck converter topology, it is important to share the currents
equally among various phases. However, due to variation in the inductor values,
differences of components, connections and layout results in unequal current dis-
tribution among phases. This causes uneven distribution of losses and reduces

the overall efficiency. Thus, appropriate current sharing mechanism is required to
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distribute the current evenly among the phases.

In order to maintain good current sharing among the phases a current sensor
needs to be added in a DC-DC converter. For a paralleled converter system, sensor
needs to be added for each converter. The performance of any such design will
depend on the performance of the current sensing technique. The output of current
sensor should be linear in the operating range of VRMs and should have high
bandwidth so as to sense the currents during load transients with high slew rate.
Apart from the high output currents, the VRMs are expected to maintain tight

voltage regulation even in the presence of such large load current transients.

This thesis focuses on the design development and control of Voltage Regu-
lator Modules for low voltage and high current applications. All the above issues
related to the VRM design have been considered. Followings are the major contri-

butions of this work.

e The first important contribution is the development of digital controllers for
interleaved buck converters. Problem of variations in inductor values among
different phases has been brought out and a method to overcome them has
been discussed. Such digital controllers can be implemented with simple Field

Programmable Gate Array (FPGA) development kits for quick prototyping.

e Such implementation uses a Digital Pulse Width Modulator (DPWM) to con-
trol the duty ratio of the gate pulses. However, the time resolution of these

pulses gets limited by the operating clock frequency of the FPGA board.
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Thus, a scheme is presented which improves the time resolution as com-
pared to the conventional architecture. The proposed scheme is fabricated
in 0.35um Austria Micro-Systems (AMS) process and is verified with exper-

imental results.

e The third contribution is an isolated current sensor which works on the mag-
netic field developed by the current to be measured. Comprehensive analysis
to evaluate the feasibility of such a current sensor has been carried out. Ex-
perimental results are presented to verify the working principle of such a

sensor, when applied to high current applications.

e In an interleaved buck converter, a current sensor is normally employed for
each phase so as to achieve current sharing among individual phases. De-
tailed analytical study has been done to establish the feasibility of a scheme
which can reduce the number of sensors in such a system. Thus, a scheme
is presented which uses a single current sensor to sense various currents and
is independent of number of phases. The performance of such a scheme is

verified with experimental results.

e In a buck converter, the slew rate of inductor current gets limited by the cir-
cuit parameters. The slew rate can be increased either by increasing the volt-
age across the inductor or by reducing the inductance. However, reduction
of inductance will result in higher losses and on the other hand, the voltage
across the inductor is limited by the input and output voltage. Another sig-

nificant contribution is the development of circuit topology which increases
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the slew rate of inductor current during dynamics. The performance of such

a topology is verified with simulation and experimental results.

e Analytical verifications are presented to show that the step down load tran-
sient is more critical in a buck converter with low conversion ratio. Hence, a
new topology is developed which improves the step-down load transients in

such low voltage buck converters.

Altogether, this dissertation attempts to solve the above mentioned issues.
There are 9 chapters in this dissertation, each with a specific focus. The organiza-

tion of the thesis is as follows.

e The next chapter will give a literature survey of various solutions aimed to
address the above mentioned issues. The performance of these methods has
been critically analyzed. This will help to bring out the focus of the present

work and also recognize the problems.

e Starting from the basic concepts, the need for a fast digital controller is
discussed in chapter three. It gives the design development of such a controller

which can be easily implemented on an FPGA platform.

e The fourth chapter discusses the limited time resolution of the gate pulses. It
presents a hybrid digital PWM architecture which helps to improve the time

resolution of such pulses.

e The fifth chapter evaluates various sensors which are used for current sensing.

Identifying the need for a current sensor which is suitable for given low voltage
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and high current applications, a current sensing method is proposed.

e In an N-paralleled converter N current sensors are required. The sixth chapter
discusses the current sharing scheme which uses single sensor to sense the

inductor current in a multiphase converter.

e Two new circuit topologies which improves the step-up and step-down load

transients have been covered in chapter seven and chapter eight respectively.

e Finally, chapter nine concludes this thesis highlighting the major contribu-

tions of this research.



Chapter 2

Background and Problem
Definition

2.1 Digital Control of Voltage Regulator Mod-
ules

Advances in processor technology have posed stringent requirements on the
voltage regulator module (VRM) design. Due to stringent regulation requirements,
the design of next generation VRMs need a thorough understanding of the perfor-
mance and design trade-offs. The supply voltage of the microprocessor will drop
to below 1V and the supply current will be around 200 A [4]. For microprocessor
loads, high slew rates of VRM output current are expected. In addition, the VRM

output voltage regulation is required to be less than + 1%.

In order to reduce losses, microprocessors use dynamic voltage scaling, whereby
the supply voltage of the microprocessor is adjusted with the computational load

[8]. To this end, the processor sends a 7-bit Voltage Identification (VID) code to
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the VRM, that dictates its output voltage. Depending on the VID code, the output

voltage level changes by 6.25mV step every 5us [6].

Usually the analog control methods have been proposed for VRMs [7], [9],
[10], [11]. Fig. 2.1(a) shows a typical analog voltage-mode control method. In this
implementation, the digital VID code has to be converted to its equivalent analog
signal V,.s. An error amplifier processes the output voltage error (Vs — V,ut) and
realizes a compensator for the desired control action. It requires proper selection of
passive components for realizing the desired compensators. However, component
variations and aging effect are also commonly seen in analog control design which
affects the system performance. Moreover, the presence of noise in the system

makes it difficult to achieve a resolution of 6.25mV.

Since the reference voltage is available to the VRM as a digital code, it can
be easily incorporated into the digital controllers. Recently, the digital controllers
have gained attention due to their low quiescent power, immunity to analog com-
ponent variations, ease of implementing advanced controller architecture and other
advantages. Moreover, developments in Field Programmable Gate Arrays (FPGA)
makes it a useful platform to design and validate the digital controllers. The con-
trollers may then be fabricated to result in a digital controller integrated circuit
(IC). However, the disadvantages of digital control include finite word length effects

and sampling time delay due to presence of Zero order Hold (ZOH).

Although digital control is suited for VRM due to the digital interface to the
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Figure 2.1: Block schematic of (a) Analog PWM controller and (b) Digital PWM

controller.
microprocessor and the other generic advantages of digital control, it is a challenge

to deliver the performance required of the next generation VRMs [4].
2.1.1 Digital Control of DC-DC Converters

A comparison of various digital control design approaches for DC-DC con-

verters have been presented in [12] and [13].
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A digital proportional + integral + derivative (PID) controller for DC-DC
applications presented in [14], uses a lookup table. The lookup table maps the
controller behavior to various values of the digitized error signal. Since the size of
the lookup table depends on the range of the error signal and the desired regulation
of the output voltage, this is scheme only suitable for small range of operating

conditions.

For hand-held devices, DC-DC converter power supplies have to operate very
efficiently to prolong battery life. To this end, [15] uses a load dependent operation
that alternates between two discrete switching frequencies for the same output
voltage. It achieves high efficiency by operating the converters in discontinuous

conduction mode at light loads.

As opposed to analog control methods, digital control adds quantization noise.
High resolution is required to minimize quantization noise. To this end, a high
resolution Analog to Digital Converter (ADC) is required. Moreover, a high speed
of conversion is necessary to achieve high control bandwidth. Such ADCs need
large floor space in digital ICs. To overcome the problem of large floor space, [16]
proposes a delay line ADC. However, due to process and temperature variations,

the delay cannot be defined precisely. Hence, it requires calibration of ADC.

Increasing the resolution of ADC creates another problem. It has been shown
[17] that, if the resolution of ADC is greater than the resolution of the Digital

Pulse-Width-Modulator (DPWM) counter and there is no integral control action,
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a limit cycle oscillation occurs. Therefore, it has been recommended that the res-
olution of DPWM be at least 1 bit higher than that of ADC. However, for a given
clock frequency, increasing the DPWM resolution results in a lower switching fre-
quency. To meet, the high switching frequency demand along with high resolution
of DPWM, few methods have been proposed. For example, a digital PWM using
a ring-oscillator-multiplexer scheme is implemented in [18]. On the other hand, a
dither signal is used to increase the effective DPWM resolution while using a low

resolution of the PWM counter [17] .

2.1.2 Digital Control of high current VRMs

Most digital control schemes for VRMs, proposed so far, are voltage-mode
control. However, there are few examples of current mode control such as [19] and
[20]. Current control facilitates current sharing in interleaved converters, which is

a popular topology for VRMs.

A low complexity digital peak current control is presented in [20]. However, it
results in variable switching frequency operation. The scheme uses low resolution
digital-to-analog converters (DACs) to generate a droop compensated current and
voltage reference signal. These are compared with the actual signals with help of
an analog comparators. Though the scheme achieves a high current operation with

a fast current control, its resolution is dictated by the DACs.

On the other hand an average current mode or voltage mode control, uses
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the average value of the sampled state variable, respectively.

In order to achieve high bandwidth, over-sampling is used. In over-sampling,
sufficient number of samples of the state variable are taken within a switching
period. The average value of the state variable is then computed over the switching
period. This average value is used to compute the duty ratio for the next switching

period [21]. This introduces a ZOH behvaior in the system.

On the other hand, multi-sampling can be used to reduce the effect of ZOH
in DPWM. In multi-sampling, multiple samples are taken within the switching
period. Hence, the value of the state variable that is compared with the DPWM
ramp is not equal to the sampled and held value at the start of the switching period.
However, this method can introduce high frequency ripple due to the aliasing error
in the sampled variable. To overcome this error, a repetitive filter is proposed [22]
that eliminates the aliasing effect and thus achieves a control bandwidth that is

similar to that of analog control.

A predictive current control [19] is proposed for VRMs. The scheme re-
quires the converter parameter like inductor value (L) to formulate the control law.
However, such scheme will require a disturbance observer to compensate for the
unmodeled dynamics. An appropriate gain has to be calculated for the distur-
bance observer. Insufficient gain reduces the response time of the system while
high gain causes limit cycle. Moreover, for current sharing, precise value of each

phase inductor is required.
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Previously reported models of interleaved converters assume all the inductors
to be the same, in which case, the problem is reduced to having N synchronous
buck converters in parallel. In practice, it is very difficult to have same value for
all inductors. There can be +5 — 10% variation in the inductor values, resulting in
asymmetry in the phases. This results in uneven distribution of inductor current
among individual phases. Thus, appropriate current sharing mechanism is required
to distribute the current evenly among the phases. A current mode control is used
to solve this problem which takes into account the variations among inductance

values.

Thus, a digital control scheme with individual phase current loops is used to
achieve current sharing during dynamics and steady state operation. In a typical
digital control system, the duty ratio command is the fed to the Digital Pulse-
Width-Modulator (DPWM) to produce the gate signals for the converter. Due to
the nature of DPWM, such digital control systems are characterized by the presence
of the Zero-Order-Hold (ZOH). Therefore the performance of these systems is a
function of DPWM switching period. Thus, appropriate digital controllers need to
be designed taking into account the performance degradation due to presence of
DPWM based ZOH. Moreover, the performance also depends on quantization error,
round-off and truncation errors. The effect of quantization of filter coefficients need

to be analyzed and a minimum word length filter structure should be obtained.
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2.2 Time Resolution of DPWM

Most digital control schemes use DPWM to obtain the gate pulses. However,
the performance of such systems get limited due to the finite resolution of the

DPWM pulses.

A typical block schematic for implementing a digital control is shown in Fig.
2.1(b). The control algorithm takes the digitized error signal (Vies(k) — Voue(k))
and computes the discrete set of duty-cycle command D(k). The duty ratio word

is processed by DPWM which generates the gate pulses at the desired switching

frequency (fs).

To implement this, a counter based DPWM is commonly used which provides
high linearity and is simple to design. However, the minimum time resolution of
such a DPWM is equal to the time period of its clock. This puts stringent require-
ment on clock frequency if fine resolution of duty ratio is required, for example, in

a VRM type application.

It has been shown in [10] and [23] that it is advantageous to obtain the VRM
output from a 5V bus. Thus, for our analysis the input voltage has been chosen as

Vin = BV. For obtaining AV,,; = 6.25mV with V;, = 5V, we need a resolution of

AD =

A‘?’“t = 0.00125 (2.1)

m

If the switching frequency is f; = 1M H z, this corresponds to a time resolution of

At = 1.25ns. For obtaining such time resolution, the counter based DPWM has
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to be operated at 800M H z!

In general, for achieving N-bit resolution of the DPWM block, it needs to be
clocked at 2V.f,, where f, is the switching frequency of the converter. For example,
an 8-bit DPWM generating switching frequency of f; = 1M H z will require a clock
frequency of forx = 256 M Hz and so on. To meet, the high switching frequency
demand along with high resolution of DPWM, various methods have been proposed

in the past. Some of these methods are described below.

It has been established that if the resolution of the DPWM counter is smaller
than the resolution of ADC and there is no integral control action, a limit cycle
oscillation occurs [17]. Therefore, it has been recommended that the resolution of
DPWM be at least 1-bit higher than that of ADC. Thus, a dither signal is used
to increase the effective DPWM resolution while using a lower-resolution DPWM
counter. Introducing dither increases the overall resolution of the DPWM but it
results in sub-harmonic oscillations. For M-bit increase in effective DPWM resolu-
tion, it will result in sub-harmonic oscillation at f,/2M, where f, is the switching
frequency of the converter. Moreover, a limit on the maximum possible increase in

effective resolution is established in [17].

In order to increase the resolution of DPWM, a ring-oscillator-multiplexer
based DPWM scheme is proposed [18]. The time-resolution of the output depends
on the delay introduced by the cells in the ring-oscillator. However, for N-bit

resolution this will require 2V stage oscillator and a 2¥-to-1 multiplexer to select the
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appropriate signal from the ring oscillator. Such an implementation of the DPWM
module requires large silicon area, which increases exponentially with the number
of resolution bits (V). Moreover, high-frequency operation of such an oscillator
results in power loss. In order to reduce power, tapped delay line structure has
been proposed [24], [25]. The tapped delay line operates at the switching frequency,
thus reducing the power significantly. However, this scheme also requires 2V stage
delay line and a 2V¥-to-1 multiplexer to select the appropriate signal from the delay

line, which results in large silicon area.

In order to reduce the silicon area, segmented delay line has been proposed
[25]. In such a scheme, the delay line is segmented into groups of smaller delay
lines. The desired signal can be selected by using smaller multiplexer. In order
to increase the resolution, such segments need to be cascaded and an appropriate
multiplexer is used. Another variation of segmented delay line scheme is segmented
binary weighted delay line based DPWM [26]. In such a scheme, the delay cells are
designed to provide binary weighted delays. Although the number of delay cells is
reduced, but the size of individual delay cells will vary as to provide the desired
delay. The larger delay is generated by simply replicating the basic delay cells,

resulting in the same overall number of delay cells.

Silicon area resulting from delay cells can be reduced by using a hybrid ap-
proach [16], [27]. It resolves the high-resolution duty ratio word into two groups:
coarse duty-ratio command comprising of the most-significant bits and fine duty-

ratio command comprising of the lower-significant bits. While the coarse duty
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ratio is obtained using counter based DPWM, the fine duty ratio is obtained using
standard delay-line structure. This can reduce the number of delay cells required,

however, the area and power are still dictated by the effective increase in the

DPWM resolution.

Similarly, [28] resolves the duty-ratio word into decimal part and integral
part and two pulses are obtained using these parts. The decimal pulse slowly pre-
charges the input capacitor of the driver IC through a series resistance. Based
on the initial voltage at the capacitor, the delay-time of the gate pulse can be
changed and hence the resolution of the duty-ratio. Since the scheme is based on
the pre-charging the input capacitor, it requires the decimal pulse to be ahead of
the integer part pulse. Furthermore, the decimal pulse should not be such that it
results in a voltage greater than the threshold voltage. Thus, the operation of this

scheme gets limited to a narrow range.

The above methods use a constant switching frequency and on-time is varied
to adjust the duty-ratio. Alternately, a constant on-time modulation has been
proposed in [29]. It uses counter based DPWM structure, which increases the
switching period by T i so as to reduce the duty ratio. The drawback of such a
scheme is that for different values of duty cycle, the switching frequency is different.
If the clock frequency is not large enough, this may result in significant variation

in switching frequency.

With the advent of FPGA technology, it is also possible to increase the clock
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frequency. Delay-locked loops (DLL) are commonly present on FPGA for obtaining
the phase shifted clocks. Using these DLLs, it is possible to multiply or divide the
clock frequency. The multiple of clock frequency is used to obtain the finer duty
ratio pulses [30]. However, an increase in clock frequency by 4 will only result in
a 2-bit increase in effective resolution of DPWM. Since the modern FPGAs can

provide a maximum of 4 fok, the scheme results in a limited improvement.

In order to overcome the limitations of the DLL method, Digital Clock Man-
ager (DCM) circuit has been employed [31]. DCM is present on modern high-end
FPGA boards and is essentially a delay locked loop along with the digital frequency
synthesizer and a phase shifter [32], [33]. It can provide phase shifted versions of
the input clock - Odeg, 90deg, 180deg and 270 deg along with the multiples of
input frequency 2fcrx and 4fcork. Using one DCM, a 2-bit increase in effective
resolution of DPWM can be achieved. Such DCM circuits need to be cascaded
for increasing the resolution further. In cascaded DCM structure, the subsequent
DCM stage is operated at twice the clock frequency of its preceding DCM stage.
In comparison, both the DLL scheme [30] and DCM architechture [31] benefit from
the FPGA on board resources to implement the delay line. The latter relies on the

phase of the input clock while the former relies on the multiple of the system clock.

In addition to increasing the system clock frequency, both the edges of the
clock can also be exploited. In order to implement this, a counter based DPWM is
used and the converter is operated in open-loop. Clock frequency of 100MHz and

200MHz is used and both the edges are used to increment the counter. As seen
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Figure 2.2: Experimental results for observing the resolution of output voltage.
Case (i): Single Edge, 100MHz clock; Case (ii) Dual Edge, 100MHz clock; Case
(iii) Dual Edge, 200MHz clock.

from Fig. 2.2, increasing the clock frequency can improve the duty ratio resolution

and hence the output voltage variation. Using (2.1) we have

AV, = AD -V, (2.2)

For 100MHz clock, we have AD = 0.01 or AD = 0.005 for single edge and
dual edge scheme respectively. Thus, for an input voltage of V;,, = 5V, this results
in AV, = 50mV and AV,,; = 25mV. Similarly, using both the edges of 200MHz
clock, AV,,; = 12.5mV can be achieved. Thus, by using both positive and negative
edges of the clock the time-resolution can be improved by two times. However, any
further improvement in time-resolution requires the clock frequency to be increased

which is not a viable solution.

The methods described above either increase the clock frequency or use a cus-

tomized DPWM architecture. The schemes based on customized DPWM architec-
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ture results in increased silicon area and power consumption, which is undesirable.
On the other-hand, the schemes based on DLL and counter-based DPWM are not

scalable in nature and provides resolution improvement only for a limited range.

Thus, a DPWM architecture is required which can improve the time resolution

without having to increase the clock frequency or resulting in additional power loss.

Nonetheless, DPWM block needs to operate with a digital control scheme,
which implements voltage mode control or current mode control. Such control
schemes require the inductor current to be sensed. Current sensing is also required
for load sharing among paralleled converters. The performance of such a system

will depend upon the current sensor employed for this purpose.

2.3 Current Sensing Techniques

Numerous methods have been proposed and implemented for sensing the cur-
rent. All these current sensing techniques can be broadly classified as non-isolated
and isolated sensing techniques. The non-isolated sensing technique involves sens-
ing the voltage drop across some resistive element in the circuit or by filtering the
voltage across the inductor. On the other hand, the isolated measurement of an
electric current is usually done by sensing the magnetic field created by the current

to be measured. Some of these methods are listed here:
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2.3.1 Series resistance

This method is based on putting a known sense resistor in series with the
inductor and sensing the voltage across it. This method gains its popularity because
of its simplicity, accuracy and relatively large bandwidth. However, such a current
sensing scheme results in power loss. For example, in a 4-phase 100 A VRM,
where each leg carries 25 A of current and output voltage is less than 1V, the
additional drop across the sensing resistor can be significant, and will result in
reduced efficiency. Thus a low resistance is required. A 1mf) resistance will give
an output of 25 mV and results in a loss of 0.625 W, whereas 5 m{2 sense resistor will
give an output of 125mV but results in a loss of 3.125 W. By decreasing the sense
resistance, the power loss can be reduced but the sensed voltage becomes small.
Signals of such small magnitude are hard to sense in noisy environment. Thus,
there exists a trade-off between efficiency and noise. Secondly, such a resistance
will have positive thermal coefficient, which will cause the resistance to change with

increase in temperature, resulting in inaccuracy in current measurement.

Another drawback of such a sensing method is the presence of parasitic in-
ductance in the series resistor. Due to fast changing currents, the sensor output
will not just be proportional to the magnitude but also to rate of change of current.
Although non-inductive resistors are available, their inductance is of the order of
nH. Therefore a compensation network is required to filter out the effect of the

parasitic inductance.
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Figure 2.3: Compensation network to remove the effect of parasitic inductance.

A simple low-pass RC network is used to filter the voltage across the sense-
resistor. One such arrangement is shown in Fig. 2.3. For R, + sL; < R+ 1/(sC),
the voltage across the series-sense resistor is vsense = (Rs + sLs)ir, where Ry is the
resistance and L, is the parasitic inductance associated with it. The voltage across

the capacitor is
,USGTLSS RS + SLS .
= = VA
1+sRC  1+sRC "

1+ sL,/R,
Ve = I (29
1+ sRC

Ve

(2.3)
(2.4)

Hence, by ensuring RC' = L,/Rs, the sensed voltage will be proportional to the

inductor current (v. = Ry -ir).

PCB trace can also be used for sensing the current. However, if a small length
of PCB track is used, the resistance will be small and the signal strength will be
poor. A longer track is required in order to improve the signal strength. However,

doing so will increase the inductance associated with it.

The effective series resistance (ESR) of the inductor can also be used for

sensing the current. The voltage across the inductor can be used to sense the
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current flowing through it. It is given as

di
v = L% + i (2.5)

where 77, is the ESR of the inductor and i is the current flowing through the
inductor. Thus the average current flowing through the inductor can be obtained
by using a low pass filter [34]. It is fundamentally same as the resistive sensing
method. But this method will require exact knowledge of the inductance and ESR.

Thus this method is certainly not advisable if the components have large tolerances.

2.3.2 Inductor Voltage Sensing

This method uses the inductor voltage to measure the inductor current [35].
If the series resistance of the inductor is negligible, then the voltage across the

inductor is given as

where L is the inductance and iy, is the inductor current. Thus the inductor current

can be obtained by integrating v, over time (Fig. 2.4).

, 1
ZL:/Z’ULdt (27)

Such a scheme, however, requires exact value of the inductor. In practice, any
inductor used in the converter will have an associated ESR.
dir,

Vv, = L% + ’I“LZ.L (28)

Integrating this over time will saturate the integrator due to the presence of DC

term rziy,. Thus, this method will require compensation for the ESR of the induc-
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Figure 2.4: Inductor voltage sensing for obtaining the inductor current.
2.3.3 MOSFET R450n Sensing

The on-state resistance of the MOSFET can also be used for sensing the
current. The resistance of a MOSFET in its linear operating region is given as

R B L
ds,ON w- ,UCO:E : (‘/;ys — ‘/th>

(2.9)

where L and W are the channel length and width respectively, p is the mobility
of electrons, C,, is the gate-oxide capacitance. Thus in its on-state, a MOSFET
will have a voltage drop proportional the current flowing through the component
(Vas = Rason - Las). The voltage drop can be sensed to get the current flowing
through the MOSFET (Fig. 2.5). Such a scheme does not require any additional
component. However, the on-state resistance are characterized by process varia-
tions. Usually the manufacturer provides the Rys oy with 10-20% margin. Further-
more, the mobility of the carriers (i) is dependent on temperature, which causes
the resistance to change as the temperature changes. Thus, it requires proper cal-

ibration for accurate current sensing. One such method is presented in [36], but
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it requires an additional precision sense resistor and a MOSFET for calibration
purposes. Moreover, in any switching converter, there will be voltage ringing at
the source drain terminals due to the presence of stray inductance and capaci-
tances. Additional care needs to be taken to minimize the sensing errors due to
such ringings.

+ Viense -

lin__ l Q1 l i
L_f

Figure 2.5: Current sensing based on MOSFET Rgyson.

2.3.4 SenseFET

This method is based on the principle of the paralleling MOSFETs [37]. If two
MOSFETSs with different on-state resistance are connected in parallel, the current
distribution will be inversely proportional to their on-state resistance. The typical
arrangement is shown in Fig. 2.6. The on-state resistance can be made different
by changing the width of the MOSFET. The effective width of the senseFET is
significantly smaller than the width of the main MOSFET (of the order of 100-
1000). Thus the senseFET carries only a small fraction of the current. Such a
current of small magnitude can be sensed by series sense resistance. Since the
magnitude of the current is reduced, this guarantees that the power consumption

is reduced and thus the efficiency does not get affected. But the power lost in this
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method is determined by the output current and the sensing ratio.

Figure 2.6: Current Sensing using SenseFET method.

The senseFETs are specially designed MOSFETSs and it requires the matching
of the MOSFETs. The matching accuracy decreases as the ratio of their size
increases. Moreover, proper layout needs to be chosen to minimize the effect of
mutual inductance among the devices. Even a small degree of inductive coupling
between the main MOSFET and the senseFET current paths can cause significant

errors during large rate of change of currents (di/dt).

The above mentioned methods do not provide isolation and they measure
the current directly by sensing the voltage drop across the resistive elements in
the circuit. On the other hand, the isolated measurement of an electric current is
usually done by sensing the magnetic field created by the current to be measured.

Some of these techniques are listed here:

2.3.5 Current Transformers (CT)

The current or voltage levels can be changed by using the transformer turns

ratio. By stepping down the inductor current to a smaller level, it can be sensed
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using resistive sensors. However, the main drawback of such a scheme is that trans-
former will block the average (DC value) of the the current. Moreover, depending

upon the turns ratio, it will be a bulky and an expensive solution.

2.3.6 Rogowski Coil

A Rogowski coil is an air-cored toroidal coil placed round the conductor.
The voltage induced in the coil is proportional to the rate of change of current
in the conductor. This voltage is integrated to accurately produce the current
waveform. In such a coil, it is important to ensure that the winding is as uniform
as possible. A non-uniform winding makes the coil susceptible to magnetic pickup
from the adjacent conductors or other sources of magnetic fields. To overcome this,
a planar Rogowski Sensor is proposed in [38], which can be used for integrated
power electronic modules (IPEMs). However, the main drawback is that Rogowski

Coils cannot sense the DC current.

2.3.7 Hall Effect Sensor

Current sensing using hall effect devices have also been explored [39]. It is
based on the magnetic field generated by the current carrying conductor. The sen-
sor provides a voltage proportional to the magnetic field generated by the current
flowing through the conductor. Unlike current transformer and Rogowski coil, it
can sense both DC and AC currents. However, the presence of magnetic core makes

such devices bulky. In addition, their measurement accuracy gets affected by tem-
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perature variations. Thus, due to their large size, poor temperature characteristics

and due to their high cost, they are not preferred.

The non-isolated methods mentioned above are either lossy or they rely on
the component value. Methods based on SenseFET require special MOSFETSs to
be designed and they need to be properly matched. The isolated methods are
bulky and have poor temperature characteristics. These methods are certainly not
useful for high performance VRM type applications where output currents are high
and it is desired to maintain good current sharing despite tolerances in component
values. Thus a current sensing mechanism is required, which is independent of the
value of external components, provides temperature independent sensing accuracy

and is practically lossless.

Such a current sensor may be used for providing over-current protection.
It may be used in current-mode control of DC-DC converters for improving the
transient response of the closed loop system. Such current mode control may be
based on average current or peak current control. Current sensing may also be
used for load sharing among paralleled converters which is an important factor in

the design of a such a paralleled converter system.

2.4 Current Sharing in Paralleled Converters

A number of current sharing approaches have been presented in literature

[40]. Both passive sharing and active sharing methods have been used. Passive
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current sharing involves putting droop resistance in series with the outputs. This
droop resistance will create enough voltage drop under load to cause the converters
to share the load current. On the other hand, in active current sharing method,
an additional active circuit is employed to force the individual phase currents to

match the reference phase current.

Droop method is commonly used for passive current sharing [41]. It programs
the voltage drop across the droop resistance so as to achieve current sharing among
paralleled modules. However, the current-sharing ability depends upon the droop

characteristics and hence the regulation gets affected.

In active sharing method, a number of methods have been presented in lit-
erature. One way to achieve current sharing is by using a current mode control.
Such a control scheme utilizes an outer voltage loop and an inner current loop.
The current command of each phase is obtained by dividing the current reference
generated by the outer voltage control loop. A typical realization is shown in
Fig. 2.7(a). Single-wire current sharing method has been studied in literature [42],
where current sharing among the paralleled DC-DC converters is achieved using
a single wire current sharing control bus (Fig. 2.7(b)). The current sharing bus
may be made to carry the information of maximum current command signal or
the average of output currents of individual converters. This current command
signal is compared with the individual currents and the current-sharing error is
injected into the reference voltage. However, in such a scheme, the bandwidth of

the current sharing response gets limited by the outer voltage loop. To overcome
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this problem, the current-sharing error is injected into the inner current loop as in

[43]. The scheme essentially works on the principles of current mode control.

Current-sharing in non-identical power modules has also been achieved by
using O-ring connected power supply system [44]. MOSFETSs are used as O-ring
devices. Here parallel converters are connected through an O-ring architecture to
provide power to a common load. Block schematic of such a scheme is shown in
Fig. 2.7(c). In such a scheme, current sharing is achieved by selectively controlling
the series MOSFETSs (O-ring devices), which supplies the load current. In such
a scheme, the sensed control variable (Igense) is connected to the current sharing
reference bus (Iosgrer) via a diode, as shown in Fig. 2.7(d). If the sensed variable is
lower than the reference, the series MOSFET will be turned ON to power the load.
Since the output currents from individual modules depend upon the output voltage
of that module, thus the functionality of the current-sharing interface depends on
the variation of output voltages resulting from individual phases. The current-
sharing becomes inactive if the difference is less than the diode forward drop.
Introducing an additional series MOSFET in current path results in losses and

hence is certainly not a good solution for VRM type application.

Alternately, a master-slave architecture is used to ensure current sharing in
a paralleled converter architecture [45]. In master-slave current sharing strategy,
a dedicated master is included. The output current of the master becomes the
reference for remaining modules. Alternately, a rotating master or an automatic

master selection scheme can be incorporated. A typical realization of automatic
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master scheme is shown in Fig. 2.7(e). This scheme automatically selects the
module with the highest output current to be the master and adjusts the control
signal to balance the currents. This type of algorithm provides sharing during
steady state operation. However there may be poor current sharing during start-
up transient and load transients. Moreover, failure of master will disable the entire

system.
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To mitigate the disadvantages of Master-Slave current sharing scheme, [46]
proposes digital load distribution control. It proposes to increase or decrease the
number of parallel converters sharing the load. When the load current increases
the number of parallel converters is increased and vice-versa, so that each converter
always operates at its nominal output rating. However, this scheme does not utilize

the advantages of paralleled operation for all the loads.

Hotswap solution has been proposed in [47], which enables inserting or re-
moving an extra phase without having to re-start the power supply. However, the
current sharing interface is based on O-ring architecture. This results in additional

losses due to a series MOSFET in each phase.

A voltage-mode hysteretic controller is presented in [11], where the output
currents of each phase are sensed and compared with other phases to find the
phase that carries the smallest current. The high-side switch of the phase that
carries smallest current will be switched ON, while the other phases are turned
OFF. Since the controller is based on small hysteresis window around the nominal
output voltage, its switching frequency will depend upon the load current and the
hysteresis window. Moreover, for a N-phase converter, this scheme would require

N*(N-1)/2 comparators.

In [48], a scheme for parallel operation of converters is presented that uses
the average of output current of individual converters as the current reference for

individual phases. This average can be computed by considering all the phases
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or by considering only a few phases at a time. A similar concept is used in most
of the commercial products, for example in [49]-[51] the sensed phase currents are
compared with the average current command signal. The average is computed by
sampling the individual phase currents. The current mismatch error is generated
for duty cycle correction. An increase (or decrease) in duty cycle command of a

phase results in increase (or decrease) in the phase current.

In all these proposed schemes, the information about individual currents is
needed. For a N-paralleled converters, N current sensors would be required. A
scheme for estimating the phase current unbalance in N-paralleled converters has
been proposed in [52]. It proposes to use the voltage drop at the effective series re-
sistance (ESR) of the input capacitor. The voltage drop due to ESR is proportional
to the inductor current of a particular phase during the turn-ON duration of its
high-side switch. However, there may be instances when the conduction times of
two or more phases overlap, leading to inaccuracy in estimation. Thus it proposes
to analyze the harmonic contents of the waveform across the input capacitor. Such
a method will be computationally intensive and is not suitable for low cost digital

implementations.

It is desired to tightly regulate the output voltage while achieving current
sharing among paralleled converters. A simple high-bandwidth voltage mode con-
trol method can tightly regulate the output voltage but may not ensure current
sharing capability. The current mode control can easily solve the current sharing

problem, but it requires individual current loops. It also requires an outer voltage
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feedback loop to regulate the output voltage. Can a voltage mode controller be
used while still maintaining the current sharing capability? It should be simple
to implement, less computationally intensive and should be scalable in nature. To
this end, investigations need to be carried out to determine the feasibility of such

a controller.

Apart from current sharing, there is also a need to obtain fast transient re-
sponse in such a system. Many control strategies have been proposed for controlling
such a converter so as to obtain the desired steady-state and transient response.
The transient response of any power supply is limited by the bandwidth of the
feedback control loop [53]. An increase in the bandwidth will improve the tran-
sient response only when controllers are in the linear region. At high bandwidth,
the controllers get saturated and produce a duty ratio of either 0 or 1. In such a
case, the transient response of a converter gets limited by the available slew rate

of the inductor current (diy, /dt).

2.5 Improving the Transient Response of a Con-
verter

The rate of change of inductor current depends on the value of circuit induc-
tance and the voltage across the inductance |diy/dt| = |v;,/L|. The magnitude of
the slew rate can be increased by increasing the magnitude of the voltage across
the inductor or by reducing the inductance value. In the past various methods

have been proposed to improve the transient response of the system. Some of these
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methods are described below.

Reduction in inductance value can increase the slew rate, however it results
in higher inductor current ripple and hence results in higher losses. The inductor
current ripple can be kept small by reducing the voltage across the inductor as
in [10], where a two-stage conversion is proposed which reduces the input to the
second stage. For lower inductor voltages, the reduction of inductance can be
achieved while keeping the inductor ripple small. This helps in reducing losses and
attaining higher efficiencies. However, the dynamics get limited by the inductance

values and the voltage across the inductor.

In [54] a stepping inductance topology is introduced, which has a higher
inductance in steady state operation and under the transients the main inductance
is shorted leaving only a small inductance. However such a stepping inductance
topology has problems of higher voltage swings under inductor current recovery
and sudden interruption of inductor current without any freewheeling action. High
di/dt during sudden interruption of inductor current and the resulting over-voltage
spikes lead to increased electromagnetic interference (EMI) problems. To overcome
these, additional circuitry is required to clamp the voltage overshoots, resulting in
higher losses. Thus, this method certainly has drawbacks and cannot directly be

used for high slew rate applications.

Similarly in [55], coupled inductors have been used. Coupling helps in re-

ducing the steady-state ripple. During transients, the small leakage inductances
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determine the response. However, the performance of this scheme depends on the

extent of coupling and the leakage inductance.

Apart from reducing the inductance value, transient response is improved by
employing feedforward techniques using capacitor current [56] or the output current
[57]. These methods suggest using a current transformer to sense the output current
or the capacitor current to estimate the load disturbance. However, the leakage
inductance and parasitic resistance associated with the current transformer will
introduce an additional impedance in the current path. Thus, it will have significant

voltage drop during large transients or at high load conditions.

Instead of shaping the converter’s dynamics via the feedback loop, [58] tries
to modify the load characteristics of the given converter. It proposes to add a load
corrector across the load, which is essentially a bi-directional current source which
provides the additional load current during a step-up load transient and sinks the
excess load current during a step-down load transient. The transient response in

such a system will depend on the dynamics of the bi-directional converter.

Non-linear control techniques have also been used to improve the dynamic
response. In [59], it is proposed that in order to obtain an optimal response for a
step-down load transient the duty cycle must be set to 0% for a specified period of
time, keeping the high-side switch always off and then to 100% for an additional
time interval, wherein the switch is kept on. The minimum on-times and off-times

for the switch cannot be solved numerically. Hence, they are calculated offline using
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MATLAB. Moreover, the controller essentially works in open-loop and requires the
time instance for the load change to be known in advance, which is not possible

for most of the cases.

A hysteresis voltage control is presented in [60], which is based on state-
trajectory-prediction. It proposes to control the high-side switch by predicting the
capacitor current (i.) and the output voltage deviation from the desired value. The
voltage deviation is minimum when the capacitor current . = 0. Thus, the high-
side switch is turned-off at an instance which will keep the output voltage within
the tolerance band. It can enhance the transient response of the buck converter,
but the settling time and the voltage deviations gets limited by the inductor and

capacitor size.

A similar scheme is presented in [61] and [62], where a capacitor charge bal-
ance control method is proposed to improve the transient response. It proposes
to saturate the controller during the transients. For a step-up change in load cur-
rent, it calculates the time durations for which the duty ratio is saturated to its
minimum, keeping the switch always off and then next interval in which it is set
to its maximum value, wherein the switch is kept on. According to the charge
balance principle, when the charge added to the capacitor is equal to the charge
removed from the capacitor, the inductor current (i) is equal to the load current
and the output voltage returns to its reference voltage. This improves the transient

response, but the response gets limited by the inductor and capacitor size.
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Instead of calculating the minimum on and off times, [63] presents a method
which models the linear controller response to that of the optimum control law
based on the capacitor charge balance. However, the controller obtained using
such a method depends upon the component values and the change in the load

current.

Another work on nonlinear control is presented in [64]. It proposes the use of
an ADC having non-uniform quantization characteristics. As a result, larger error
signals are encoded to a higher value, resulting in the controllers to saturate faster.
The use of such an ADC improves the transient response as compared to the case
where an ADC having uniform quantization characteristics is used. However, the

transient response still gets limited by the converter parameters.

A clamping circuit may also be used to limit the voltage overshoot during
a step-down load transient. An inductive clamp circuit has been used in [65].
It proposes the use of an additional inductor and a switch across the output ca-
pacitor. During the load transient, the switch is turned-on such that the excess
inductor current flows through the path provided by the additional inductor and
the switch. This will improve the transient response, however, it will get limited

by the inductance and the voltage across it.

In [66] a scheme is presented which proposes to add a diode in parallel to
the synchronous MOSFET. During a step down load transient, the MOSFET is

disabled and the inductor current is forced to flow through the diode. This results
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in higher voltage drop and causes the inductor current to decay faster. However,
the voltage across the inductor is still limited to —(V, + Vp), where Vp is the

voltage drop across the diode.

The above mentioned methods, either try to reduce the inductance value
or incorporate non-linear control action during the load transients. Reducing the
inductance results in higher inductor current ripple and hence results in higher
losses. On the other hand, a non-linear control action would saturate the controller
faster. It would change the speed of the response to disturbance but the maximum
slew rate gets limited by the inductance value and the voltage across it. Thus,
there are limitations in these past approaches and the maximum slew rate which

they can achieve is governed by the fundamental equation |diy/dt| = |vg/L|.

2.6 Summary

This chapter has briefly summarized the various control methods being used
for low voltage/ high current applications. In all these methods, inductor current
needs to be sensed for implementing current control or for achieving current sharing
in a multiphase interleaved converter. Various current sensing and sharing schemes
were discussed in this chapter and their advantages and disadvantages were brought

out.

Furthermore, the response of a converter is limited by the slew rate of the

inductor current. The schemes which are present in literature, either try to re-
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duce the inductance value or incorporate non-linear control action during the load
transients. The maximum slew rate they can achieve is dictated by the inductance

value and the voltage across the inductor.

In all, state of the art methods of control of voltage regulator modules can be
broadly divided in two classes - (a) analog control methods, such as [7], [9]-[11]; and
(b) digital control methods, such as [12], [13], [16], [17], [19]-[21]. Due to generic
advantages of digital control, it has recently gained popularity. It is also suited for
VRM applications due to the available digital interface with the microprocessor.
Moreover, developments in FPGAs makes it a useful platform to design digital

controllers.

However, digital controllers are associated with finite word length effects and
sampling time delay due to presence of zero order hold (ZOH). The next chapter
is devoted to the development and analysis of high frequency digital controllers for

such applications.
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Chapter 3

Digital Control of VRMs

3.1 Introduction

In a typical digital implementation of a voltage mode control system, the
output voltage is fed back to the Analog-to-Digital converter (ADC). It is then
compared with the voltage reference DV,.; , which is a digital word. The refer-
ence can be either set inside the digital controller or can be provided from external
sources such as the VID word from the microprocessor. The calculated voltage
error V.(k) = DV, — V,(k) is sent to the digital controller which produces the
required duty ratio command. This duty ratio command is then fed to the Digital
Pulse-Width-Modulator (DPWM) to produce the gate signals for the converter.
The digital control system for PWM based converters are characterized by the
presence of the Zero-Order-Hold (ZOH) due to the nature of DPWM. Therefore
the performance of these systems is a function of DPWM switching period. More-
over, the performance also depends on quantization error, round-off and truncation

erTrors.
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3.1.1 Controller Design Methods

Controllers have to be designed to achieve desired closed loop performance.
In frequency domain method small signal models are used to obtain the controllers
in Laplace domain. Based on the small signal models, appropriate voltage and
current controllers can be designed to obtain the desired performance of the closed
loop system. However, if these controllers are translated to their discrete time
equivalents, the resulting closed loop system will have degraded phase margin due
to presence of ZOH. To alleviate this problem, direct design is used where the
discrete time small-signal models of the plant have to be derived. The discrete
time models can be obtained using state-space approach or using the step-invariant
model of continuous time plant [13]|. For a linear system defined by & = Az + Bu,
the system is discretized by using the sampling period T, where T} is the PWM
switching period. To get the discrete time state-space model of the form x(k +
1) = dwx(k) + Tu(k), where ® = A% and I' = [* e B.dr; ® and I have to
be evaluated. Computation of ® and I' are intensive and hence approximations
have to be used [67]. The accuracy of the calculated value of ® and I' using
approximate methods, depends on the dynamic range of the elements of matrix
A and B. Hence, discrete time models are obtained by substituting e*’s = z in
time domain solution of the continuous time system. This involves computing
z(t) = L7Y(sI — A)7'.B.U(s)]. In this thesis, frequency domain design and its
discrete time equivalent is used. However, the decrease in phase margin due to

ZOH produced by DPWM is compensated in the controller design.
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Figure 3.1: N-phase interleaved buck converter

3.1.2 Frequency Domain Design

Interleaved converter is commonly used for VRMs. Fig. 3.1 shows the sim-
plified representation of an N-phase buck converter topology. In order to reduce
the output voltage ripple and inductor current ripple, the phases are interleaved at
27 /N with respect to each other. Based on [68], the small signal control-to-output
voltage and control-to-inductor current transfer functions for a 4-phase interleaved

converter are obtained.

For a phase (#k) in an interleaved converter, with an inductance of Ly, the
parasitics can be decomposed as rp = rri + 45, Where rp is the series resistance
of the inductor Ly, 74 is the on-state resistance of the MOSFET. In Fig. 3.1, r.
is the ESR of output capacitance C, and Ry, is the effective load resistance. For

the sake of simplicity, the ESR of the inductance has been ignored and only that
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of the output capacitance is considered.

The control-to-output voltage and control-to-inductor current transfer func-

tions are derived as in [69] and are given as:

Vout (2= Ligi) Res(1 + Cores)Vin

~

d  (IIL)Co(Rr +re)s* + (ITL) + ReCore(d_ Lijk))s + (32 Lijr) Rr

-~

ir1 LoLsLy(1+ Co(Rp +7¢)s)Vin
d ([IL)Co(Ry +10)s* + (ITL) + ReCore(3- Ligi))s + (X Lij) Ry
iLa B Ly L3 La(1 + Co(Ry +1.)s)Vi
d (TIL)Co(Rr +1e)s? + (TTL) + RiCore(3 Liji))s + (3 Liji) R

aout _ RL(]. + C’OTCS) (3 1)
SVige 1+ Co(Rp+7e)s '
7Lk :ng ‘f‘/Z'\LQ +/Z.\L3 +/Z'\L4 (3.2)

where H L= L1L2L3L4, Z Lijk = L1L2L3 + L2L3L4 -+ L1L3L4 + L2L3L4 and

Ly, Ly .. L, are the inductances.

Previously reported models of interleaved converters assume all the inductors
to be the same, in which case, the problem is reduced to having N synchronous
buck converters in parallel. In practice, it is very difficult to have same value for
all inductors. There can be £5 — 10% variation in the inductor values, resulting in
asymmetry in the phases. Moreover, the variations in parameters of semiconductor

switches, connections and layout also add to this asymmetry.

The control-to-inductor current transfer functions can be used to study the
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effect of inductance variation on the individual inductor currents. As seen from
the transfer functions, variations in inductance affects the numerator and hence the
gain of the transfer function, whereas the denominator remains same. This results
in uneven distribution of load current among the phases. It can be illustrated using

Fig. 3.2, which shows the step response of such transfer functions.

Amplitude

0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0
Time (sec) x 107

Figure 3.2: Step response of the inductor current transfer functions with parameter
mismatch

Fig. 3.2 shows the inductor currents for a 4-phase, 100A converter. In ideal
case, each inductor is expected to carry 25A of current, as shown in Fig. 3.2(1).
Fig. 3.2(2) shows the inductor current, when L, is 10% higher than other inductors,
while the balance of the load current is shared by Lq, Ly and L3z when Ly = Ly = L3

as shown in Fig. 3.2(3).

The tolerances in the inductance play a very important role in distribution of
the load current among various phases. The simulation result presented above is
useful to understand the problem, but in practice the effect of tolerances appear in
all phases simultaneously and which will result in different phase currents. Thus,

appropriate current sharing mechanism is required to distribute the current evenly
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among the phases. A current mode control is used here to solve this problem.

It has been shown in [10][23] that for VRM type applications, it is advan-
tageous to have the input supply as 5V. Thus, the supply voltage of V;, = 5V is
chosen for this design. Using the model transfer functions and the given circuit
specifications of V;, = 5V, V,,, = 1.25V, C, = 2235uF, fs = 1M Hz per phase,

the above transfer functions can be simplified to:

Cusls) = Tout _ 1.207 x 10~4s + 54
! 4 7.705 x 107952 4 2.315 x 1045 4 10.8

B 3.21 x 1025 + 8.64 x 102

4 7.705 x 1092 4+ 2.315 x 10~4s + 10.8

Tour 3492 x 10785 + 0.01563

S 3.716 x 1055 + 1

(3.3)

3.1.3 Control Structure

A typical control structure for 4-phase interleaved buck converter is shown in
Fig. 3.3. Here G,4(s) and G, 4(s) are the control to output transfer functions as
derived above. C,(s) and Cy(s) are the compensators for the voltage and current
loop respectively. In this cascaded loop structure, the outer loop is the voltage
loop, which provides the current reference for the inner loop. A current limiter for

the inductor current is also applied to avoid large inductor current over-shoot.

In order to ensure the switching noise is eliminated from the measurements,
one-fifth of the switching frequency is chosen as the crossover frequency w,. of the

inner current loop while maintaining a reasonable phase margin ¢,,,; of around 50°.
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Figure 3.3: Cascaded control loop for 4-phase interleaved VRM
The PI controller for the inner current controllers Cj;(s) is obtained as

0.2304s + 2.441 x 10°
Cir(s) = (3.4)

S

Similarly, one fifth of the inner current loop crossover frequency is chosen as the
outer voltage loop crossover frequency and ¢,,, is around 60°. The compensator

Cy(s) results in

212354 1.121 x 10®
S

Cy(s)

(3.5)

3.1.4 Transformation to discrete-time controller

Having obtained these transfer functions for a multi-loop controller, a digital
system needs to be designed such that it has the desired phase margin. The sam-
pling frequency should be chosen such that it is much higher than the open-loop

resonant frequency of the converters (w, = 1/vV LC).
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The DPWM based systems are characterized by sampling and the presence
of ZOH. Both of these result in delay associated with the hold. The presence of
a zero-order-hold (ZOH) introduces a delay of T5/2 which translates to a phase

reduction of

(3.6)

where w is the gain cross over frequency [67]. This reduction in the phase margin
becomes worse when the sampling rate is low. At low sampling frequencies, direct
conversion of continuous time controllers to discrete-time controllers may not be

suitable.

In the analog system, the phase margin ¢,,,, was chosen as 60 degrees, while
in the digital system with different sampling frequencies the system performance
degrades with decrease in sampling frequency, as shown in Fig. 3.4. Fig. 3.5 shows
the effect of variation in phase margin as a function of sampling frequency. It shows

a decrease in phase margin when the sampling rate is reduced.
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Figure 3.4: Bode plot of the system at various sampling rates

For 1IMHz converter, the discrete models with a sampling frequency of 1MHz
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Figure 3.5: Effect of sampling frequency on phase margin of the compensated
systems

with ZOH are given as:

Uowr  0.01892 — 0.01199

G, = — =
o(2) T T 22 -1.9692 +0.9704
N 4.159z — 4.049
G’i — — =
kal2) 7 22— 1969z + 0.9704
Vo 9.398 x 107%z — 5.249 x 1074
Goilz) = —out _ 2z . (3.7)
Sk z—0.9734
The ZOH delay compensated controllers are given as:
365.5z — 271.4
Co(z) = —
z—1
0.3142z — 0.2869
Ci(2) = po— (3.8)

The bode plots for the continuous and discrete-time designs given in Fig. 3.6.
Curve (a) shows the frequency response of the continuous time system, (b) is the

response of the digital control system.
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Figure 3.6: Bode plots of the system obtained by different methods. (i) Inner Cur-

rent Loop (ii) Voltage Loop with inner current loop closed. Curves: (a) Continuous
time system, (b) Digital control system

3.1.5 Current and Voltage Sensing

For current control, the inductor current needs to be sensed. Number of
methods have been proposed and implemented in the past [70]. Resistive sensing
is used for current control. The voltage across the sense resistor is expected to be
proportional to the current flowing through it. However, due to parasitic inductance

associated with the series resistance, the sensor output will not be proportional to
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the current. Thus a simple low-pass RC network is used to filter the voltage across
the sense-resistor. One such arrangement is shown in Fig. 3.7(a). For R+ sLs <
R+ 1/(sC), the voltage across the series-sense resistor is vgense = (Rs + sLs)Ip,
where R, is the resistance and Lg is the parasitic inductance associated with it.

The output of the sense amplifier is

K Ksa-vsense Rs + SLS
Vsa = Nsq.Ve = =
1+ sRC 1+sRC "

(3.9)

1+ sLs/Rs
sa — Nga- s S 3.10
v 1+sRC " (3.10)
where Ky, is the gain of the sense amplifier. Hence, by ensuring RC' = L,/ Ry, the

sensed voltage will be proportional to the inductor current (vs, = Kyq.Rs.11).

Sense Amplifier

& = ~ Sense Amplifier (V) zs\j

A,
10A ,‘_ ittty aypmi oy
5A j Inductor Current (i) ;
Sense Resistor 0— |
+ Vv - ) : : : :
sense 0 25 5(ms)

(@) (b)
Figure 3.7: (a) Filtering the voltage across the sense resistor to eliminate the effects
of parasitic inductance and (b) Output of the sense amplifier and the inductor
current as measured using current probe.
Fig. 3.7 shows the current sensing circuit and its performance. The current
sensing ratio used is 0.15V/A. Since average current control is desired, the average
value of the inductor current can be obtained by sensing the current in the middle

of the switch-on and switch-off intervals. In this implementation, resistive sensing

is used along with the compensation for the parasitic inductance to sense the av-
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erage inductor current(s) by sampling in the middle of the on-time. However sense
resistance method is not very efficient for high current operations. The method
was used primarily to verify the control and is not a suggested method of current

measurement.

For sensing V,,;, the output voltage is fed to an ADC. In order to eliminate
measurement noise, 8 samples are taken within a switching period and averaged

over the period to obtain V,; (k).

3.1.6 Controller Implementation

The control algorithm takes the sample of the output voltage V... (k) and
the inductor current I (k) and gives the duty ratio word D(k), which can be used
to generate the gate signals for various leaves. The block schematic of a digital

controller is shown in Fig. 3.8.

out

Power Stage

Vin
1L Y&
= * I = Ve
To MOSFETs - o
f * * * Sense Sense
Amplifier Amplifier
MOSFET v v
Drivers
T Quantizer Quantizer
R S Py
[} ] re
: DPWM Current Loop | ref | Voltage Loop L
: Controller Controller !
] |
FPGA Board

Figure 3.8: Schematic of digital controller design using FPGA

The controllers in eq. (3.8) are designed for a unity gain feedback. Including
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the gains of the sensing circuit, the compensator for the equivalent unity feedback

gain are:

z)  54.83z—40.71

Co(z) = ]“efﬁ

Verr(2) z—1
D(z)  1.351z—1.233
_ — — 11
Cin(2) (2] — (3.11)

The controllers obtained above are based on a first order polynomials. These
controllers can be re-written in the form of a difference equation. The output of the
voltage compensator will give the current reference, whereas the duty ratio will be
obtained from the output of the current compensator. Using the set of equations

in (3.11), the difference equations are obtained as:

Liep(k) — Les(k — 1) = 54.83V,,. (k) — 40.71V,,,.(k — 1)

D(k) — D(k — 1) = 13511, (k) — 1.2331,,.(k — 1) (3.12)

Since its a first order difference equation, it can easily be realized using direct
form of filter structure. Due to the fixed-point nature of the FPGA, a quantization
process has to be carried out for the controller coefficients. The quantization pro-
cess depends on the required precision of the filter coefficients. Such a quantized

filter will dictate the word-length requirement for implementation.

Quantization of such a filter may lead to unstable systems when the poles
of the filter fall outside the unit circle. Sensitivity of pole-zero locations has been
widely studied for stability [67][71]. Though this gives the minimum word-length

for stability, it may not give word length requirement for the desired performance.
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For example, to implement the controller with a precision up to 2-decimal places,
the quantization and rounding off process will require multiplication and division
by 100. Since the controller has to be implemented on a digital platform, multipli-
cation or division by powers of 2 can be achieved by using shift operations. Hence
no hardware multipliers are necessary. Therefore, the eq. (3.12) is multiplied with
27 = 128 on both sides, as this is closest to 100. Similarly for quantizing the

coefficients up to third decimal place, the equation is multiplied by 2'°.

In general, for obtaining a precision up to n-decimal places, the coefficients

are multiplied with 2, where k is given as:

k = round(logy(10™)) (3.13)
- 58 1%
§ unstable
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Figure 3.9: Effect of truncation on the filter coefficients in current controller

Fig. 3.9 shows the effect of truncation of the filter coefficients in current
compensator. It can be clearly seen that for £ > 6 bits, the performance of the
system is not improved much. Using eq. (3.13), 6-bits for the decimal part means

the coefficients are used with a precision of 1072,
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Multiplying the equations using k=6 and rounding off the coefficients to the

nearest integer, the difference equations are obtained as

Lep (k) = [55Vur (k) — A1Vp(k — 1)] + Lep(k — 1)

D(k) = 27°[861,,,(k) — 7814 (k — 1)] + D(k — 1) (3.14)

A filter structure as shown in Fig. 3.10 is used.

(k) lo(k-1)

Figure 3.10: Direct Form : Filter realization

In the above realization, if the same truncation process is used for both the
controllers, this controller will require 21-bit implementation, where 12-bits repre-
sent the coefficients, 1 bit for the sign and 8-bits for representing sampled signal.
Different precision is used for the voltage and current controllers without degrad-
ing the performance. While the current controller is normalized by 2%, the voltage
controller is obtained by rounding off to give a coefficient format that is multi-
plied by 2°. Thus for a 9-bit resolution in the duty ratio, these controllers can be

implemented conveniently with 15-bit word size.
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3.1.7 Stability Analysis

If the above system is realized using a difference equation, then it is clear that
the pole nearest to the unit circle will be most sensitive to change in coefficient. The
pole-zero sensitivity was studied to obtain the allowable change in the coefficients

so as to have a stable system.

For a characteristic equation of the form
a2 L+, =0 (3.15)

which has roots A1, As..., \,,, the sensitivity of the roots due to change in coefficients

can be obtained as in [67]

n—k
/\j

o\ =— Pt
’ Hl;éj()‘j - )‘l)

For example, the inductor current to duty ratio transfer function and the

current controller is defined as

Coal?) 4.1597 — 4.049
thd 22 — 1.9692 + 0.9704
Az + B
Ozk(Z) = -1 (317)

The characteristic equation of the closed current loop can be obtained as

23 4 (4.159A — 2.969)22 + (2.939 — 4.049A + 4.159B)z + (—4.049B — 0.9704) = 0.

The poles of the closed inner loop are located at z; = —0.21675, 2o = 0.90505

and z3 = 0.97385. Thus a change in the coefficient by (1 — 0.97385) will move the
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pole to the unit circle and lead to instability. Hence the sensitivity of coefficients
of the characteristic polynomial is given as da; = —0.30271, dap = —0.31083 and
dag = —0.31918. These changes correspond to the following changes in coefficients

A and B of our current controller as defined in eq. (3.17),

AA < 0.0727, AB < 0.0788 (3.18)

Thus, in order to maintain a stable system, the change in coefficients should satisfy
eq. (3.18). Thus the number of bits required for such sensitivity can be obtained

as loga(min(AA, AB)) = 4 bits.

This can be verified from Fig. 3.9, which shows the effect of truncation of
the filter coefficients. As seen from the Fig. 3.9, the system is unstable if less than
4-bits are allocated for the fractional part. But keeping the system stable is not
sufficient. We need to obtain the desired performance as well. If more than 6-bits
are allocated for the fractional part, there is no significant improvement on the
system performance. Thus the compensator can be obtained by normalizing with

276,

Similarly the location of closed voltage loop poles can be obtained as z; =
0.97344, zo = 0.91148, 234 = 0.8926 %+ 40.1493 and z; = —0.4835. Clearly, the
pole located close to the unit circle will be most sensitive to coefficient change.
For this to happen, the compensator coefficients A and B should change by AA <
7.45, AB < 1.67. Thus, the voltage compensator can be obtained by rounding off

process.
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Figure 3.11: Photograph of the prototype of a 4-phase interleaved converter devel-
oped in the lab

3.1.8 Digital Dither

It has been shown that [17], if the resolution of ADC is greater than the
resolution of the digital PWM (DPWM) counter and there is no integral control
action, a limit cycle oscillation occurs. Therefore, it has been recommended that the
resolution of DPWM be at least 1 bit higher than that of ADC. Digital dithering
technique is used to improve the resolution of the DPWM modules, where the
resolution of the DPWM counter is lower than the resolution of the ADC. It involves
varying the duty cycle by an LSB over a few switching cycles, such that intermediate
sub-bit level duty ratios are achieved. This is illustrated in Fig. 3.12(a). Here D
and (D+1) are the adjacent quantized duty ratios from the DPWM counter. If the
duty ratio is allowed to alternate between D and (D + 1), an average duty ratio of

D+(1/2)LSB is achieved. This realizes (1/2)LSB DPWM level which is equivalent
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to an increase in resolution by 1-bit. This concept can be extended further to
achieve 2-bit effective increase in DPWM resolution. In such a scheme, (D + 1) is
introduced once every four switching periods, as shown in Fig. 3.12(b). Doing so,
(1/4)LSB DPWM levels are obtained which is equivalent to an increase in DPWM
resolution by 2-bits. It may be noticed that various dithering patters are possible,
but not all will result in same improvement in resolution. For example, if two out
of four switching periods are dithered, it will result in (1/2)LSB DPWM levels.
Likewise, if all the switching periods are dithered, it will not result in an improved
DPWM resolution as the overall duty ratio is increased to (D + 1). Thus, for a
2-bit increase in effective resolution, dither patterns of (1000), (0100), (0010) or

(0001) may be used.

UL o

P ] ' Average

D

Average # 4 Duty Cycle = D+(1)LSB
ﬂ_ﬂ_ Duty Cycle =D D+1 - D+ D+1 D+1

D D p ’ Average
1LSB ’ ’ Duty Cycle = D+(%4)LSB
e 2 Average D+1  D+1 _D+1 D
m Duty Cycle = D+(1)LSB 4 P Average
D+1  D#1 y ’ Duty Cycle = D+(%)LSB
D+1 D+1 D D)
r Average ] Average
M Duty Cycle = D+(?2)LSB , I_I I_I Duty Cycle = D+(%4)LSB
D D+1 D+1 D D D
> —P
0 Ts 2T time 0 Ts 2Ts 3T, 4T, time
(a) (b)

Figure 3.12: (a) Switching waveform patterns to realize 1-bit dither; (b) Switching
waveform patterns to realize 2-bit dither.

Fig. 3.13 shows some of the switching waveform patterns for 3-bit dither se-

quence. When (D + 1) is introduced once every eight switching periods, (1/8)LSB
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DPWM levels are obtained which is equivalent to an increase in DPWM resolu-

tion by 3-bits. For a dither sequence, there may be a different patterns which

result in same improvement in DPWM resolution. For example, a dither pattern

of (11000000), (10100000), (10001000) etc will result in a sub-DPWM level of (2/8)

LSB. While (11000000) has lower fundamental frequency and thus produces higher

output voltage ripple, (10001000) will produce a lower ripple and have high fun-

damental frequency. Thus, it is also important to select the dither pattern which

results in low output voltage ripple.

ARy RER N
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D D D D D D D D
—»|l¢— 1LSB
7 7 7 A 7 7 r p Average
7 y y y y 1 / 1 Duty Cycle = D+(1)LSB
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Figure 3.13: Switching waveform patterns to realize 3-bit dither.

3.2 Experimental Results

Fig. 3.11 shows the photograph of the prototype of the 4-phase interleaved

converter. Due to large rate of change of the inductor current, it becomes necessary

to reduce the stray inductances. A parasitic inductance at the input side results in
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an overshoot in the switch voltage (V) during its turn-off. Due to the parasitic
inductance, the overshoot in Vy, of the top-side MOSFET was obtained as 6.9V,
when the current is switched off from 24A to 0A in 11.2ns. The parasitic inductance
can be calculated as 3.2nH. This overshoot results in higher switching losses, which
forms a major component of total losses especially in the converters operating at
high switching frequencies. Effort can be made to reduce the stray inductance of
the circuit, but it gets limited by the package inductance. Typical stray inductance
of a TO-220 package at 1IMHz is 12nH, D2-PAK(TO-263) offers around 5nH and
D-PAK(TO-252) offers around 2.5nH of package inductance [72]. Hence D-PAK
MOSFETSs were chosen for this design and effective input side inductance was
observed to be 3.2nH. Package inductance of D-PAK(TO-252) alone will result in

an overshoot of 5.8V and in our case an overshoot of 6.9V was observed.

0 25 5(ms)

Figure 3.14: Result showing the dynamic response of digitally controlled 4-phase
interleaved converter for a step load variation from 15A to 70A

The controller performance was tested on the 4-phase interleaved buck con-
verter prototype with the following parameters: V;, = 5V, V. = 1.25V, L =
1.2uH, fs = 1M Hz per phase. In the prototype, the ADC had 8-bit resolution

and DPWM had 6-bit of hardware resolution. Thus, 3-bit digital dither was intro-
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duced to increase the effective resolution of DPWM module to 64+3=9 bits. The
calculated duty ratio was incremented by one, once every eight switching periods.
This achieves a DPWM level of (1/8)LSB which is equivalent to an increase in
DPWM resolution by 3-bits. The digital control algorithm has been implemented
on a Spartan-3 Field Programmable Gate Array (FPGA) by Xilinx. The system
was tested for load transients with a step-up change from 15A-70A and vice versa.
Fig. 3.14 shows the dynamic response of the controller, when reference voltage is

set as 1.25V. The load transients were generated by switching the load resistance.

The results shown above were to test the performance of the controllers. In
practice the VRM output requires adaptive voltage positioning (AVP). In adaptive
voltage positioning, the output voltage of the VRM is adapted to changes in the
load. This causes the output voltage to droop with the load. Adaptive voltage
positioning was implemented by changing the reference voltage in accordance with

the load current. Reference voltage is defined as

Upef = V;“ef - io-Rdroop (319>

where V,.; is the nominal reference voltage at no load conditions, %, is the load
current and R0 is the droop resistance obtained from the load line. In AVP, the
output voltage is always positioned at a variable reference voltage v,.y, instead of
a fixed reference voltage V,..;. Thus the converter behaves as a voltage source with

an output impedance of Rgyo0p-

Fig. 3.15 shows the dynamic response of the controller with adaptive voltage
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positioning with a droop resistance of Rgyo0p = 1.5mf2. It shows a droop of around
100mV for a load change from 15A to 80A. The output settles to the new refer-
ence voltage without any overshoot, thereby showing good damping of the system.

Current sharing among various phases was also achieved during load dynamics.

4 Vou
i4 Output Voltage (V) 1.5V
S04 f“'*“mgaggéurr;nt (i ) LoV
40A fosor] \, Y B . Freiee- 0
20A i \.,y__w;mw *iLk

0— _ " . 20A
t2 Inductor Currents 3 10A
0 250 500 (us)

Figure 3.15: Result showing the dynamic performance of the controller with adap-
tive voltage positioning for a step load change from 15A to 80A

3.3 Summary

This chapter discussed the methods for obtaining the desired output voltage
regulation in VRMs. An interleaved converter topology is commonly used for
VRM applications. However, due to variations in component values among various
phases, it results in current mismatch among individual phase currents. To mitigate
this, controllers are designed for a 4-phase interleaved converter, which takes into
account the variations among individual inductor currents. The digital controllers
are designed taking into account the reduction in phase margin due to presence of
DPWM based ZOH. The effect of quantization of filter coefficients is also analyzed

and a minimum word length filter structure is proposed for such controllers.
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Table 3.1: Parameters of the interleaved buck converter prototype

N Number of Phases 4
Vin Input Voltage 5V
Ly, Phase Inductors 1.2uH
C, Output Capacitor 5x470uF
Vier Reference Voltage 1.25V
Al, Load Step 65A
Riroop Droop Resistance 3ms
fs Switching Frequency 1MHz per phase
fsi Sampling Frequency of Inductor Current 1MHz
Napc ADC Resolution 8 bits
Nppwm DPWM Resolution 6 bit + 3 bit (dither)
fork System Clock Frequency 50MHz

65

The reduction of phase margin can be compensated in the controller design.

However, the output regulation still depends upon the resolution of the duty ratio.

The fine duty ratio either requires the switching frequency to be lowered or the clock

frequency to be increased. The next chapter discusses the DPWM architecture

and proposes to improve the time resolution of the gate pulses without having to

increase the clock frequency.
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Chapter 4

Time Resolution of the DPWM

4.1 Introduction

The digital controllers employ a Digital Pulse-Width Modulator (DPWM)
to control the duty ratio of the gate pulses. However, the time resolution of the
DPWM output depends upon its clock frequency. In general, for achieving N-
bit resolution of the DPWM block, it needs to be clocked at 2V.f,, where f; is
the switching frequency of the converter. To meet, the high switching frequency
demand along with high resolution of DPWM, various methods have been proposed

in the past. Such methods above can be broadly classified into following categories:

e introducing a dither in the DPWM output [17],

e using a customized DPWM architecture e.g ring-oscillator-multiplexer scheme

[18], tapped delay-line [24], [25], etc,

e increasing the clock frequency [30].
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The schemes based on customized DPWM architecture results in increased
silicon area and power consumption, which is undesirable. On the other-hand,
the schemes based on DLL and counter-based DPWM are not scalable in nature
and provides resolution improvement only for a limited range. To this end, a
scheme is proposed which does not multiply the clock-frequency, requires a few
additional gates and is scalable in nature. The proposed scheme is also well suited

for integration with the existing DPWM schemes.

4.2 Proposed Scheme

A counter based DPWM scheme is easier to implement but its time resolution
gets limited by the clock edges. Unlike conventional counter based DPWM scheme,
we propose a hybrid approach to improve the DPWM resolution. In this scheme,
the processing is done in digital domain and a high resolution duty ratio word
(D(k)) is obtained from the digital compensator. The counter based DPWM block
handles the upper significant bits while the duty ratio correction block handles
the remaining lower significant bits. The duty ratio correction block adopts a fine
phase shift technique which can shift the input gate pulse by a fraction of clock
period. By delaying the turn-off instance of the gate pulses, the time resolution of
such pulses can be increased. The time resolution is now a function of the phase
shift introduced in the signal, instead of the clock edges. A combination of resistors
and a capacitors are used to provide a phase shift in the turn-off instances. The

required values of these components can be easily realized in silicon and is thus
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well suited for integration.

The basic principle of such a scheme and the typical waveforms are shown
in Fig. 4.1. The working of this scheme can be explained as following: The
PWM pulse obtained from DPWM is used to charge up an RC network. By using
appropriate values of R and C, the delay in such a system can be controlled. If
the input pulse is D, the shifted waveform is obtained as D,,.,,, which has the same
duty ratio as that of D. However, D, will have a shift introduced at both turn-
on and turn-off instances of the input gate pulse. To mitigate this, an OR gate is
used for D and D,.,. The output of the OR gate, D,,; will have a shift in the
turn-off instance alone. This shift is a function of the R and C' values and helps in
increasing the time resolution of the duty-ratio pulses. The improvement in time

resolution can be obtained by observing the RC charging waveform.

ol

w N
Dnew J

|
Dout _’ Dout=D + Dnew

tshm > 1€

Figure 4.1: Schematic of the scheme for delaying the edges of the gate pulses
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Consider a pulse of magnitude V; charging the capacitor. The capacitor

voltage at time ¢ is given as
Ve = Vdd(l — €7t/RC) (41)

If the threshold voltage for the inverter is Vg, the time taken by capacitor voltage

to reach Vg can be obtained by solving
VTH = V:id(l — G_t/RC) (42)

Thus, the time-shift in gate pulse is obtained as

1%
tonise = —RC - loge(1 — =1 (4.3)
Via

As a design example, we choose Viy = Vyq/2 and the shift is obtained as tgp =
0.693RC. In the conventional counter based DPWM block, the time resolution
of the PWM pulses is limited by the clock period. As a result, the duty ratio
resolution is Tepi. By choosing appropriate RC, the shift can be controlled such

that te;5 = Tork /2 and the time resolution can be improved to Tepk /2.

DPWM Resolution= T

Used for coarse Dg-D, D rJ D+AD

resolution DPWM
Dout
AD
Duty D& ;Do °1%0 Duty
Ratio [~ AD: | 01 i
D, |10 Rath AD Update
2 Correction Resolution= T /4
AD3 [ 11
S48 _
Used for finer DDy 0 EN Set AD;=Ta/4
resolution D’ Set AD,=T/2

Set AD3=3T.w/4

Figure 4.2: Block schematic of the proposed scheme. The duty ratio is updated
based on the least significant bits.
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4.2.1 Extending the scheme for finer resolution

The scheme presented above can be extended to obtain finer resolution. The
block schematic for improving the time resolution to Te i /4 is shown in Fig. 4.2.
In such a scheme, the processing is done in digital domain and a high resolution duty
ratio word (D(k)) is obtained from the digital compensator. The counter based
DPWM block handles the upper significant bits while the duty ratio correction
block handles the remaining lower significant bits. The resolution of the duty ratio
word is increased using the state of the lower significant bits. Here, a 9-bit duty
ratio word (Dg — Dy) is obtained from the digital compensator. The DPWM block
handles the upper significant bits Dg — D, and generates the pulses with coarse
resolution. The scheme then updates the PWM pulses with AD;, ADy or ADs
depending upon the state of lower significant bits (LSB) Dy Dy. Here AD;, AD,

and ADj3 are obtained according to the appropriate RC delays such that

1

ADl - ZTCLK (44)
1

ADQ = §TCLK (45)
3

ADg - ZTCLK (46)

Doing so will obtain the time resolution of Topx /4. It can be extended further
by increasing the size of duty ratio correction block. The detailed schematic of
the duty ratio correction block is shown in Fig. 4.3. A coarse duty ratio (D) is
obtained from the counter based DPWM block as described above. The duty ratio

correction block updates the PWM pulses with AD;, AD, or AD3 depending upon
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the state of lower significant bits D;Dy. Based on DDy, only one of the shifted

pulses will be available which is used to obtain the finer resolution pulses as D,,;.

The scheme shown above provides 4x improvement in time resolution. It
can be extended further by increasing the size of the duty ratio correction block.
However, the extent of duty ratio correction will depend upon the matching of
the resistances and capacitances for providing various time shifts. If the precise
matching is not available, laser trimming or factory calibration process can be used

for fine tuning the time shifts of duty ratio correction block.

In comparison, the proposed hybrid approach is similar to the delay-line and
a multiplexer based approaches. Such approaches use a number of delay cells to
realize a ring oscillator operating at the switching frequency. The power consump-
tion is governed by the number of delay cells and the switching frequency. Unlike
the other hybrid approaches, one delay cell is used at a time and the power to the
rest of the delay cells is shut down. Since only one of the delay cells in the duty

ratio corrector is used, it helps in reducing the dynamic power of the system.

4.2.2 Effect due to variation in component values

The proposed scheme uses resistors and capacitors to generate the shift in the
duty ratio pulse. However, in practice there will be variations in the component
values due to process mismatch. Thus, it is important to evaluate the effect of

process variations. It has been established that in order to achieve a time resolution



Chapter 4: Time Resolution of DPWM 72

from DPWM)
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Figure 4.3: Detailed schematic of the proposed scheme. The duty ratio is updated
based on the least significant bits.

of Tork /2, we have

tshist = 0.693RC = Tork /2 (4.7)
For a clock frequency of 50MHz, we may set C' = 1pF and R = 14.43k€). The
effect on time-shift due to component variations is obtained as

8753}”']% = 0693(R -0C + C'- 8R> (48)

where R and OC' is the change in resistance and capacitance respectively. Thus
if there is 5% variation in the component values, the worst case change in delay

will be £2ns, which is within the desired resolution band of Ty /2.
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Figure 4.4: Simulation results showing the performance of the proposed scheme.
(a) Resulting voltage waveforms at capacitors C1, C2 and C3; (b) The PWM pulses
obtained using the proposed scheme and (c¢) The 4 possible duty ratios generated
using the proposed scheme.

4.3 Simulation Results

The performance of the scheme for obtaining finer duty ratio was tested on
Simplorer circuit simulator [73]. Fig. 4.4 shows the resulting waveforms. A clock
frequency of forx = 50M Hz was chosen to demonstrate the concept. Such clock
frequencies are common on FPGA based development board and will provide a
time resolution of T = 20ns. For 5V to 1V conversion, a typical duty ratio of
20% is produced. For a counter based DPWM, this corresponds to a duty ratio
command of D(k) = 10. A next higher duty ratio command is D(k) = 11, which

is equivalent to 22% duty ratio. By choosing the appropriate RC time constants,
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Figure 4.5: Simulation results showing the performance of three different control
methods: (a) Analog control; (b)Conventional Digital Control and (c) Proposed
Controller with duty ratio correction

a time resolution of Tk /4 is obtained. Fig. 4.4(a) shows the resulting voltage
waveforms at different capacitors and the obtained duty ratio pulses are shown in

Fig. 4.4(b)(c).

The performance of the proposed control scheme was tested on a buck con-
verter with the following specifications: V;, = 5V, V,.y = 1.25V, L = 1.2uH,
C, = 1000uF, fs = 1M Hz. Three different control methods were simulated. The
system was subjected to a change in reference voltage in steps of 6.25mV, which
is equivalent to a change by 1 bit in a 7-bit VID word. The reference step was
given at t = 2ms. Fig. 4.5 shows the comparison of three schemes. As seen from
the results, the analog controller settles to new reference voltage in 10us, while the

digital controller with 8-bit DPWM undergoes limit cycle oscillations due to poor
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resolution in time. On the other hand, the proposed controller with 8-bit coarse

and 2-bit duty-correction also settles to the new reference without any limit cycle

oscillations.
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Figure 4.6: Block schematic of the chip architecture

i
|l# Duty Ratio
£ nil yha
= ] Correction
o o
I e
© § ITARRRL
o g J
T[T
f 1L
?;j. i | |__'
= - § Digital Core
== T Ii
e e e e =)
Sl el 4

<« 2620om —m8m8 >

Figure 4.7: Micrograph of the fabricated ASIC, named DigResv1

4.4 Experimental Results

An Application Specific IC (ASIC) comprising of the digital controller and

the duty ratio corrector was fabricated in Austria Micro-Systems (AMS) 0.35um

CMOS process. The chip architecture is shown in Fig. 4.6. It implements a
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current mode control for a single phase DC/DC converter. The output voltage and

inductor current are sampled using an external ADC. Five bit inputs are used for

the proportional and integral gains of the digital controllers, which can be set from

outside. The DPWM output and the two LSBs are brought out for monitoring

purposes. The chip also has a provision of testing the duty ratio corrector alone

externally supplying D and D;Dj.

Due to large number of test pins, the chip

area was limited by the required I/O cells. Fig. 4.7 shows the micrograph of the

fabricated chip. The digital core occupies an area of 877um x 796um, whereas the

duty ratio corrector occupies only 138um x 200um.
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Figure 4.8: Experimental results showing the variation of duty ratio in accordance
with duty-ratio correction command (D;D5)

For a controller working with 50M H z clock, the duty ratio resolution is Tk
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(=20ns). In order to test the functionality of the duty ratio correction block,
a IMHz clock with a duty ratio of 20% (Toy = 200ns) is generated using an
FPGA board and is given as an input (D). The next higher duty ratio of 22%
(Ton = 220ns) is also captured for reference. As expected the time separation
between D(k) and D(k + 1) is observed as 20ns. With D(k) as an input to the
duty ratio corrector, the correction command (D;Dy) is varied and the revised
DPWM output observed for the given 4 cases (D;Dy = 00, 01, 10 and 11). Fig.
4.8 shows the corrected duty ratio pulses. For an input ON period of 200ns, the
ON periods of 201ns, 203ns, 210ns and 216ns are obtained which are quite close
to the expected durations of 200ns, 205ns, 210ns and 215ns. As seen from the
experimental results, a resolution of Topx /4 (=5ns) is obtained which is 4-times

improvement over the conventional scheme.
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Figure 4.9: Experimental prototype of the controller realized using the fabricated
ASIC and the off-chip ADCs
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The above experiment was to test the duty-ratio corrector alone. However,
a digital controller was also integrated on the same chip which is used to generate
the gate pulses for a DC/DC converter. Fig. 4.9 shows the controller prototype
realized using the fabricated ASIC. Two off-chip 8-bit ADCs with a dynamic range
of 3.3V were used to sample the output voltage and the inductor current. The
proportional and integral gains of the digital controllers were set using external
switches. To emulate the VID code, the 7-bit reference V,.; is set from outside
and the functionality of the chip was tested on a buck converter with the following
specifications: V;, = 5V, L = 1.2uH, C, = 1000uF, fi = 1MHz and forx =
50M Hz. The conventional scheme is realized by directly using the output from
digital core. For realizing the proposed scheme, the DPWM output is connected to
the duty-ratio correction block and the output of correction block is used as gate
pulses. The VID is varied and the output voltage regulation is observed in these
two cases. Fig. 4.10 shows the output voltage obtained in the two cases. As seen
from the figure, the proposed scheme reduces the voltage regulation error resulting

due to the finite time-resolution of DPWM.
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Figure 4.10: Experimental results the output voltage regulation for proposed case
and conventional case.
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4.5 Summary

This chapter has identified the challenges in achieving fine resolution of duty
ratio when high switching frequency is required. Thus, it was proposed to improve
the time resolution of the PWM pulses by updating their turn-off instances. Using
such a scheme, the time resolution of analog domain and processing powers of
digital implementation can be combined. From the experimental and simulation
results, it is concluded that the proposed scheme is effective in improving the time

resolution of the DPWM output without having to increase the clock frequency.

The scheme was tested on a single phase buck converter with a current mode
control. A current controller requires the inductor current to be sensed. The
next chapter discusses the available current sensing methods and brings about the
advantages and disadvantages of various methods. It also proposes a new current

sensing method, which is suitable for VRM type applications.
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Chapter 5

Giant Magneto Resistive (GMR)
effect based Current Sensing
Technique

5.1 Introduction

Almost all DC-DC converters sense the inductor current for various purposes.
Current sensing may be used for providing over-current protection. It may be used
in current-mode control of DC-DC converters for improving the transient response
of the closed loop system. Such current mode control may be based on average
current or peak current control. Current sensing may also be used for load sharing

among paralleled converters.

Numerous methods have been proposed and implemented for sensing the cur-
rent. All these current sensing techniques can be broadly classified as non-isolated
[34]-[37] and isolated sensing techniques [38]-[39]. The non-isolated methods men-

tioned above are either lossy or they rely on the component value. Methods based
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on SenseFET require special MOSFETSs to be designed and they need to be properly
matched. The isolated methods are bulky and have poor temperature character-
istics. These methods are certainly not useful for high performance VRM type
applications where output currents are high and it is desired to maintain good
current sharing despite tolerances in component values. Thus, a current sensing
mechanism is required, which is independent of the value of external components,

provides temperature independent sensing accuracy and is practically lossless.

5.2 Proposed Method

5.2.1 Description

In this chapter, a new scheme for sensing and controlling the inductor current
is used. It is based on Giant Magneto Resistive (GMR) effect. GMR effect has been
used extensively in the read heads in modern hard disk drives. Another application
of the GMR effect is in non-volatile, magnetic random access memory (MRAM). In
this work, this method is used for sensing the inductor current in low voltage/high

current power supplies.

In GMR effect, a large change in electrical resistance occurs when thin,
stacked layers of ferromagnetic and non-magnetic materials are exposed to a mag-
netic field [74]. Fig. 5.1 shows the working principle of GMR effect using stacked
layers. Layer A which is a conductive, non-magnetic interlayer which is sandwiched

between two ferromagnetic layers B. Among various combination of materials used
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for forming these layers: Co, Fe, NiFe, CoFe and other alloys are used as ferro-
magnetic layers while Cr, Cu, Ag, etc are commonly used for the interlayer. The
magnetic dipole moments in adjacent ferromagnetic layers (B) are antiparallel due
to weak anti-ferromagnetic coupling between the layers. Thus the resistance offered
by the BAB stack to the current flowing through the stacked layers (Iga/r) is high.
Applying an external magnetic field helps in over coming the anti-ferromagnetic
coupling, thus aligning the magnetic dipole moments in the alloy layer B along the
direction of magnetic field. This results in reduction of electrical resistance of the

BAB stack by 10% to 15%.

Fig. 5.1 shows the GMR effect when the current flow (Igarr) is perpendicular
to the plane of the layers. GMR effect is also observed when the current is in the
plane of the layers. The former is called current-perpendicular-to-plane, or CPP
sensor and the latter is called current-in-plane, or CIP sensor [75]. Usually the
GMR effect in CPP is higher than in CIP. In both the cases, the resistance offered
to the current flow can be reduced by applying external magnetic field. The mag-
netic field can be applied by using the current to be measured (/,,eqsure). Change in
current will change the magnetic field associated with the flow of current, thus caus-
ing the resistance to change. This change can be obtained by sensing the voltage
across the Wheatstone bridge, as shown in the Fig. 5.2. The Wheatstone bridge in
commercially available GMR sensors comprises of four identical multilayered GMR
resistors [76]. Two of the resistors (R,) are surrounded by flux concentrators, while

the other two resistors are magnetically shielded, which allows them to act as base
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Figure 5.1: Working principle of Giant Magneto Resistive Effect. (a) Higher re-
sistance due to anti-parallel magnetic moments, (b) Paralleled magnetic moments
reduces the electrical resistance and (c¢) Cross section along XX’ plane showing
alignment of magnetic moments due to magnetic field.

resistance (R;). The output voltage from such an arrangement can be obtained as

R, — R,

‘/tsense = —
Ry, + Rg

The base resistance (Ry) is fixed and it does not change with change in magnetic
field. However, the resistance R, changes with magnetic field. The sensitivity of

sensed output to the change in resistance R, can be obtained as

aVvsense _ 2- Rb V.
OR,  (Ry+R,)?

(5.2)

Thus the Wheatstone bridge configuration can amplify the small change in
resistance (R,). The typical resistance offered by GMR is around 5 k2. The fixed
resistance is also designed to be the same. Thus when operating at 12V power
supply, it will result in a power consumption of 28.8 mWW . This power consumed is

practically independent of the current to be measured.

The Wheatstone bridge configuration in the commercially available GMR

sensors [76] also help in providing temperature compensation. The bridge uses
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Figure 5.2: Wheatstone Bridge configuration available for sensing application.

four identical GMR resistors and all the resistors experience the same change in
resistance due to temperature change. This cancels out the inherent temperature
dependence [77]. Also, these ICs are sensitive in one direction in the plane of the
IC, with a cosine scaled fall-off in sensitivity as the sensor is rotated away from the
sensitive direction. These GMR sensors provide the same output for magnetic fields
in the positive or negative direction along the axis of sensitivity. These sensors are
characteriszed by high sensitivity to applied magnetic fields, excellent temperature
stability, practically low power consumption and small size. Thus they can be
suitable candidate for high current applications where resistive method can not be
used due to the associated power losses and other methods cannot be used due to

their complexity or the variations in the component values.

5.2.2 Work on Magnetoresistive effect

Anisotropic Magnetoresistance (AMR) property demonstrates the dependence

of electrical resistance on the angle between the direction of current flow and the
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orientation of magnetic field [78]. AMR effect has been used for current sensing in
[79]. However, with the advent of GMR technology, the AMR technology has been
surpassed. While the resistance change in AMR effect is approximately 2 — 4%,
the GMR offers change in resistance upto 10 — 15%. Magneto-Impedance (MI)
effect has also been explored which refers to the large variation of the impedance
of a magnetic material carrying an AC current when subjected to an external field
[38], [80], [81]. However due to its extremely high sensitivity, even small external
magnetic fields can induce a significant error. Thus, the accuracy of MI sensor is

highly susceptible to noise.

The GMR effect provides higher sensitivity than the AMR effect and is a
better candidate for sensing large range of currents. Unlike MI sensors, its does
not get significantly affected by small external fields. Thus due to their low cost,
small size and minimum temperature dependence, the GMR sensors can be an

alternative to the existing current sensors.

Although, the GMR sensors provide temperature compensation by using
wheatstone bridge configuration, a GMR based temperature sensing method has
been introduced in [77]. Tt decouples the temperature signal from the field mea-
surement by using one half of the wheatstone bridge. It relies on a constant current
supply as the bridge excitation. If a constant current source is applied, the volt-
age across the GMR elements will increase as the temperature increases. Such
a method is proposed for motor drive modules, with main focus on combining a

thermal sensor with the current sensor.
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The GMR sensor is based on the magnetic field generated by the current flow.
But the current density in a conductor depends upon its location in the cross-section
of the conductor and the frequency spectrum of the current. A study on influence
of eddy currents on magnetic field distribution due to closely lying conductors is
presented in [82]. It establishes an optimum location for accurately capturing the
entire spectrum of the current in motor drive applications. This is useful for point
field-based current sensing using an integrated GMR sensor, which does not have a
flux concentrator. However, in commercially available GMR sensors, the presence
of on-chip flux concentrators increases the field at the sensor elements. Moreover, in
switched mode power supply the AC component in the inductor current is designed
to be much smaller than the DC component. Thus it is important to note the DC
magnetic field distribution. In this paper, the optimum location for the magnetic
field detector is established for average current sensing based on DC magnetic field

distribution.

5.2.3 Magnetic Field distribution due to current carrying
track

The work on GMR sensor is based around the commercially available GMR
sensors [76]. The technical information provided by the manufacturer assumes the
width of the current carrying track to be smaller than the IC width. However, for
high current applications, the track widths are designed to be wider than the IC
width. Thus, it is important to assess the performance of the sensor in these cases

for high current applications. To this end, a mathematical framework was devel-
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oped for correct positioning of the field sensor and to obtain its optimal response.

As mentioned earlier, the GMR sensor is based on magnetic field associated
with the flow of current. The magnetic strength will depend upon the distance
from the current carrying conductor. For example, the magnetic field density at a

distance r due to current carrying wire is given as

B=1 (5.3)

27y

where 7 is the current (in amperes) flowing though the wire and p, is the perme-
ability constant of free space (i, = 471077 T'm/A). The farther the conductor, the
weaker is the magnetic field. Thus the placement of the sensor with respect to the
current carrying conductor becomes very critical. The magnetic field density can
be studied to obtain the variations in the sensed output with change in position of
the sensor.
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Figure 5.3: Magnetic field at point P due to a long current carrying PCB track.

The magnetic field density due to current carrying track can be obtained with
the help of following analysis. Consider a long current carrying track in x-y plane,

with its current flowing in y-direction as shown in Fig. 5.3. The track thickness is
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assumed to be negligible as compared to other dimensions and is neglected. The
magnetic field due to this current carrying track can be obtained at any arbitrary
point having coordinates P(a,b,c). The magnetic field density due to an infinitesi-
mal current carrying element (dfs) carrying a current di located at Q(x,y,0) is given
as

L o dids X T

dB="0—"—""" (5.4)

4 3

where 7 is the vector pointing from the current element at (Q) to the observation

point (P).

Since the track is long enough, the point P is assumed to be in x-z plane.
Thus, the coordinates of point P can be simplified as P(a,0,c). Current flowing in
element at Q is di = %dw, where W is the width of the track. The current element
orientation is ds = dyj and the distance of current carrying element from the point

under observation (P) is given as

—

F=QP=(a—x)i—yj+ck (5.5)
where 7, j and k are unit vectors along x, y and z-directions respectively.

This gives us the magnetic field density at P due to current carrying element

Q as

~ i, Idx i+ (x—a)k
dB = — - d 0.6
dr W (4 (x —a)? +y?)3/? Y (5:6)

The magnitude of this magnetic field density at P is obtained as

Ho ldr (& + (z —a)*)'?

dB| =
45| dr W (2 4+ (x —a)? +y?)3/?

dy (5.7)
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The GMR sensor has its axis of sensitivity along the x-y plane, while it is
insensitive to z-component of magnetic field. As obtained in (5.6), there is no
y-component of the field. Thus the total field in x-direction can evaluated by

integrating (5.6) over the track area.

B_/ / Ro 20 __  __dy (5.8)
w4 W+ (x—a)? +y?)¥

Rearranging the terms we get

w/2 d
: / a4y dz (5.9)
47T W w2 (2 + (x —a)? +y?)3/?
. I w/2 d
= Ho2¢ v (5.10)
21 W | _wra ((a — x)? + c2)1/2
o 1 + % -
B, = 2o L ran (12 _gan (T2 (5.11)

YW c c

Using (5.11), the general expression of the magnetic field at any arbitrary

point P(x,0,z) can be obtained by substituting a=x and c=z.

2) —tan~*( 2] (5.12)

The magnitude decreases as one moves away from the current carrying track

in the vertical direction. For a fixed height above the current carrying track, B,

dBy _

T 0. Clearly, the magnitude of the magnetic field

will be maximum when
density will be maximum at x = 0. The field decreases as one moves away from

the center of the current carrying track and it attains the minimum as x — +oo0.

The field distribution obtained using above analysis was plotted using MAT-

LAB [83]. The results were verified using a 2-D finite element based field simulator
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Figure 5.4: (a) Magnetic Field Distribution as obtained from MATLAB (b) Mag-
netic Field Distribution as obtained from QuickField.

QuickField [84]. Fig. 5.4 shows the field distribution using two methods. The
current flow in both cases is set as 10 A and the track width is 1 cm. Notice a good
agreement between the field patterns obtained by these two methods. The accu-
racy of the field distribution obtained in simulation depends upon the grid size.
The coarse grid size in QuickField (student version) resulted in small mismatch
in the two field patterns. This field pattern can be used to optimally place the
sensor for desired accuracy in field sensing. To this end, various sensor placement

configurations were studied and results are presented here.

5.2.4 Performance Evaluation

Fig. 5.5(a) shows an GMR magnetic field sensor (AA003-02 [76]) with its axis
of sensitivity along the horizontal direction. In order to study the performance,

the sensor was placed on the top of the PCB board and current was varied through
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the track made on the bottom layer of PCB. The track width was W = 5.5mm
and the supply voltage (V..) was kept at 20 V. Fig. 5.5(b) shows the input-output
characteristics of such a sensor. Fig. 5.5(c) shows the linearity of output voltage
when the supply voltage was varied, while the current to be measured (I ecasure)
was kept constant. It shows the sensing gain varies linearly with the supply voltage.
The supply voltages of 15 V~20V are common in gate drivers and can also be used

to power these sensors.

The sensor was also studied to verify the temperature independence. ETAC’s
HISPEC high temperature chamber was used to control the temperature. The
PCB board having the GMR sensor was placed in the temperature chamber and
current was forced through the PCB track. The sensor output was noted for various
currents at various temperatures. Fig. 5.6 shows the input-output characteristics
at two different temperatures, T' = 30°C' and T = 70°C". It shows the sensing

accuracy in these sensors is temperature independent.

As established earlier, the farther the conductor is, the weaker is the magnetic
field. To study this effect, the current was made to flow through the bottom layer,
while the sensor was placed on the top layer (Fig. 5.7(a)). In another set, the
current was made to flow through a conductor lying on the sensor (Fig. 5.7(b)).
In both these cases, the track or conductor width was same as the sensor width.
Fig. 5.7(c) shows the output voltage obtained by these two configurations. It can
be seen that configuration B records a steeper input output characteristics. In

another study, a wider track was used and two sensors were placed, one in the
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Figure 5.5: (a) Current detection using GMR magnetic field sensor whose axis of
sensitivity is in the horizontal direction; (b) Input Output Characteristics of sensor
at a supply voltage of 20V and (c¢) Linearity of output voltage with varying supply
voltage.
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Figure 5.6: Input-Output characteristics at two different temperatures (7' = 30°C
and T = 70°C)

center of the track and second at a distance of 1/4th of the track width as shown
in Fig. 5.7(d). Fig. 5.7(e) shows the input output characteristics as obtained from
these two sensors. Supply voltage (V..) in all these cases was kept at 20 V. This
shows the sensing gain can be increased by placing the sensor close to center of the
conductor. However, mismatch in the placement of sensor on a wider track does

not have a significant change in the sensing gain.
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Figure 5.7: (a) Current flow through the bottom layer; (b) Current flow through a
conductor placed on top on sensor; (¢) Output voltage as obtained from configu-

rations A and B; (d) Placement of sensors on a wider track; and (e) Input Output
characteristics as obtained from configuration C.

This phenomenon can be explained with the help of the magnetic field density
obtained in (5.12). The sensing ratio in configuration A (Fig. 5.7) is 33.626 mV//A,
while for configuration B it was observed as 54.638 mV/A. This shows the sensor
records a higher magnetic field in configuration B. Based on this, the location of
sensor in the IC can be obtained. Lets say it is located at a distance of zp from
the top surface in configuration B and it is at a distance of z4 from the bottom
surface, as shown in Fig. 5.8. z4 + zp includes the PCB thickness (1.6 mm) and

the height of the sensor in SOIC8 package (1.55 mm). Thus,

za+2zp = 3.15mm (5.13)



Chapter 5: GMR Sensor 94

Physical
P x Sensor

Sensor IC

PCB Sensor : 0
Configuration B
Sensor X :
W—— Top |
P e
i»y’ DBottom E
PCB Px L PCB

Configuration A

Figure 5.8: Determining the location of physical sensor in the Sensor chip.

Since the sensors are placed at the center of the track, x can be set as = 0. Using

the ratio of these sensing gains, we have,

S

W tan ' (3Z2) +tan™'(32) 54.638
W' tan=1(¥A) + tan=1(2A)"  33.626

ZA 22

sy

(5.14)

N
5
el

where W, and Wy are the track widths for configuration A and B respectively.

The width of tracks used in configuration A and B is W4 = W = 5.5mm.
Solving (5.14) results in z4 = 2.522mm and zp = 0.628 mm. This allows us to set
z = 2.522mm in (5.12) for further analysis, when the current is flowing through
the layer lying under the PCB board having a thickness of 1.6 mm and the sensor

is in SOICS package. Substituting z = 2.522mm in (5.12), we get

W %%

po I T 1 Ty
= He Ty Y79 5.15
s (Gmarc108) T G109 (5.15)

Clearly the field is maximum in the plane lying along the center of the track (x = 0).

The maximum field is obtained as

%%
. &i -1 2
Binar =" ltan™ (52557 7575 (5.16)
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Since the sensor output voltage is proportional to the magnetic field, we have

- =2 —[tan™( ) — tan~Y(

)] (5.17)

2.522 x 103 2.522 x 103

where «, is the proportionality constant. Simplifying (5.17), we get

_ Usense 2nW

Qyy = w w
I s 2
fotan 1<2.5§2xio—3) —tan 1(2.5§2xi0—3)]

(5.18)

Using the data from configuration A (W=5.5mm, sensing ratio=33.626 mV/A),
the proportionality constant is obtained as a,, = 557.9859 V/Tesla. Using this, the

sensing ratio is calculated as

w _w
2.522 x 10~3 2.522 x 10—3

K = ”I” = 557.9859 - —[tan~(

T )] (5.19)

where W is the width of the track and x is the distance of the sensor from the

center of the track.

For configuration C, the track width was W¢ = 23.0 mm. While sensor 1 was
placed along the center of the track and the sensor 2 was placed at a distance of
1/4th of the track width. Using (5.19), the sensing ratios for these two cases can
be obtained. The sensing ratio for sensor 1 can be obtained as 13.148 mV/A and
for sensor 2 it is obtained as 12.533mV/A. The predicted values using the above
analysis match with the experimental values of 13.533mV/A and 12.834 mV/A

respectively, as obtained from input-output characteristics in Fig. 5.7.

Although configuration B gives higher sensing ratio, it would require routing

the current over the sensor IC. Thus configuration A was chosen for further analysis,
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Figure 5.9: Curves showing magnetic field distribution for varying track widths
carrying a current of 10 A.

as it can be realized using conventional PCB design. Based on the magnetic field
distribution for configuration A, the magnetic field can be obtained as the point
of observation moves away from the track. Thus, x is varied in (5.15) for different
values of track widths. The current flowing through the track is 10 A in each case.
Fig. 5.9(a) shows the magnetic field as a function of distance from the center of
the current carrying track. As expected, the peak magnetic field occurs at the
point lying above the center of the track. Using (5.15) and (5.16), the normalized
magnetic field is obtained as the ratio of magnetic field at a distance = from the
center of the track (B,) to the maximum field for the given track width (By,..). Fig.
5.9(b) shows the normalized magnetic field as one moves away from the current

carrying conductor.

Since the sensor is based on the magnetic field generated from the current
carrying conductor, the sensed output depends upon the location of the sensor. For

a reasonable accuracy of 90% or above, it would be interesting to note the range of
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location which can give the desired accuracy. Using the normalized magnetic field,
one can obtain the distance from the conductor for the desired accuracy. Fig. 5.10
shows the location of points from the center of the track where the magnetic field
reduces to 90% of its peak value, B,,,,. This is marked by region () in Fig. 5.10.
Similarly, the field strength reduces to less than 10% in region 2). This shows if a
second sensor is placed in region (2) for sensing the current in another conductor,
it will get influenced by the field due to first conductor. This gives us the distance
(x) where the sensor should be placed with respect to the track to achieve the
desired accuracy. For 90% or more accuracy it should be placed in region (D), such
that 0 < z < ;. In order to reduce the interference to less than 10% among
closely lying sensors, they should be separated by a distance such that x > x,. For
example, the track thickness of 20 mm provides z; = 6.4mm and zo = 16.8 mm.
Thus for an accuracy of 90%, the sensor should not be farther than 6.4 mm from

the center of the track.

5.3 Experimental Results

The performance of the proposed method for current sensing was tested on a
buck converter prototype with the following parameters: V;, =5V, V,.y = 1.25V,
L =12uH, C, = 1000uF, f¢ = 1 MHz. Fig. 5.11 shows the photograph of the
prototype of a buck converter which uses a GMR sensor. A wire loop is used to
probe the inductor current. AA003-02 was used for current sensing with its supply

voltage (V..) at 20 V. The GMR sensor was placed on the top of the PCB board
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Figure 5.10: Curves showing the location of points where magnetic field reduces to
90% in configuration A. Region (D) has magnetic field > 90% of B,,., and region
@ has magnetic field < 10% of B,

and current was made to flow through the bottom layer as in configuration A. The
output of the sensor was amplified before sampling it for control purpose. The
current sensing ratio used is 55mV /A. Since average current control is desired, the
average value of the inductor current can be obtained by sensing the current in the
middle of the switch-on and switch-off intervals. A digital controller was used to
obtain the desired performance of the system. The inductor current and the output
voltage was sampled using an ADC. The ADC had 8-bit resolution (Nspc = 8) and
DPWM had 6-bit of hardware resolution. Thus, 3-bit digital dither was introduced
to increase the effective resolution of DPWM module to 6+3=9 bits (Nppwy = 9).
The controller was implemented on a Spartan-3 Field Programmable Gate Array

(FPGA) by Xilinx operating at a clock frequency of 50 Mhz.

The dynamic response of inner current loop was studied to see the effect of

step change in the reference current. Fig. 5.12(a) shows the response of the system
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Figure 5.11: Experimental prototype of a buck converter which uses a GMR sensor
for current sensing. A current probe is also used to observe the inductor current.

when the converter was subjected to step change in the reference current from 5 A
to 15 A. The system was also tested for load transients with a step-up change from
3 A-12.5 A and vice versa. Fig. 5.12(b) shows the dynamic response of the average
current mode controller, when reference voltage is set as 1.25 V. The load transients

were generated by switching the load resistance.

The results shown above were to test the performance of the current sensor
under load dynamics. In practice the VRM output requires adaptive voltage po-
sitioning (AVP). In adaptive voltage positioning, the output voltage of the VRM
is adapted to changes in the load. This causes the output voltage to droop with

the load. Adaptive voltage positioning was implemented by changing the refer-
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Figure 5.12: (a) Result showing the dynamic response of digitally controlled buck
converter for a step change in current reference; (b) Output voltage with a step
change in load current from 3A to 12A.

ence voltage in accordance with the load current. Reference voltage is defined as
Uref = Vief — to = Raroop, Where V,.; is the nominal reference voltage at no load
conditions, %, is the load current and R0 is the droop resistance obtained from
the load line. Fig. 5.13 shows the dynamic response of the controller with adaptive
voltage positioning with a droop resistance of Rgyo0p = 12mf2. It shows a droop of

around 130mV for a step change in load current from 3A to 13.5A.
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Figure 5.13: Result showing the dynamic performance of the controller with adap-
tive voltage positioning for a step load change.

5.4 Summary

In this chapter, a Giant Magneto Resistive (GMR) effect based current sensor
is presented that can be used for low voltage high current VRMs. The method does
not rely on the knowledge of component value, provides high sensitivity and results
in negligible power loss. The sensor is based on magnetic field generated from the
current carrying conductor. Thus the sensed output depends upon the location of
the sensor. Various sensor placement configurations were analyzed and based on
the theoretical framework, optimum location is derived for achieving the desired
accuracy in current sensing. However, due to high currents in VRMs, an interleaved
converter topology is preferred. Such a topology will require individual inductor
currents to be sensed. In an N-phase converter, N current sensors are required.
To this end, the next chapter explores the idea of reducing the current sensors in

such a converter.
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Chapter 6

Current Sharing in Multiphase
Converters

6.1 Introduction

An interleaved multiphase converter topology is widely used for VRM appli-
cations. It provides paralleled paths for the output current, as a result a particular
phase carries only a fraction of the total current. In such a topology, it is impor-
tant to share the currents equally among various phases. However, due to variation
in the inductor values, differences of components, connections and layout results
in unequal current distribution among phases. This causes uneven distribution of
losses and reduces the overall efficiency. Thus appropriate current sharing mecha-

nism is required to distribute the current evenly among the phases.

A number of current sharing approaches have been presented in literature.
These current sharing approaches can be broadly classified as - passive sharing

methods [41] and active sharing methods [42] - [51]. Passive current sharing involves
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putting droop resistance in series with the outputs. This droop resistance will
create enough voltage drop under load to cause the converters to share the load
current. On the other hand, in active current sharing method, an additional active
circuit is employed to force the individual phase currents to match the reference
phase current. In these schemes, the information about individual currents are
required. For a N-paralleled converters, it requires N current sensors. The scheme
proposed in [52] obtains the current unbalance by using the ESR of the input
capacitor. However, such a method will be computationally intensive and is not

suitable for low cost digital implementations.

The current mode schemes mentioned above require N-current sensors for
achieving current sharing among N-paralleled converters. However, it is always
desired to have a single sensor for N-phases. A scheme based on single current
sensor has been proposed in [52]. It proposes to use the voltage drop across the ef-
fective series resistance (ESR) of the input capacitor to estimate the phase current
unbalance in N-paralleled converters. The voltage drop due to ESR is proportional
to the inductor current of a particular phase during the turn-ON duration of its
high-side switch. However, there may be instances when the conduction times of
two or more phases overlap, leading to inaccuracy in estimation. In order to over-
come this error, computationally intensive harmonic analysis of the input capacitor

voltage is proposed.

The active current sharing schemes require N-current sensors and the schemes

based on single sensor are computationally intensive. Thus, a current sensing
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scheme is proposed which is based on single sensor and has the following features:

1. It can sense the individual currents with a single sensor irrespective of the

number of phases.

2. The loss in current sensor remains constant for any number of parallel phases

and load current.

3. It is easier to implement and provides the various functionalities of a voltage

regulating module.

4. Tt can be applied to any paralleled switching converter system.

6.2 Proposed Scheme

6.2.1 Current Sensing

Fig. 6.1(a) shows the conventional scheme which uses N-number of sensors
to sense the individual input currents. Here (@11, Q12) and (Q21, Q22) form the
conventional buck converter. If a single sensor is used to sense the input current,
then there may be instances when the conduction times of two or more phases
overlap. This will lead to inaccuracy in current sensing. Fig. 6.1(b) shows the
proposed scheme which uses single sensor. In the proposed scheme, additional
switches Q13 and (o3 are added. By selectively turning on the switches ()13 and
(23, the individual phase currents are forced to flow through the sensor. When

(13 is turned on instead of ()11, the sensor will sense the input current of phase 1.
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Figure 6.1: Current Sensing in a 2-phase interleaved buck converter

Similarly, by turning on @23 instead of @27, input current of phase 2 (izs) can be

measured.

In a multiphase system the phase currents are interleaved at 27 /N with re-

spect to each other. In a 2-phase system, the gate pulses for phase 2 are phase
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shifted by T /2 with respect to the gate pulses of phase 1, where T is the switching
period. In order to avoid simultaneous turning on of ()13 and ()23, an additional
phase shift of T,/2 is used. That is, the switching of (o3 is delayed by 1.5 time
periods with respect to (13, as shown in Fig. 6.1(b). Thus, in a 2-phase system
the switches 13 and Q23 operate with a time period of 37}, or in other words with
a switching frequency of f;/3, where f; is the switching frequency of the converter.
This enables the current sensing of the two inductor currents in a time-interleaved
manner and avoids the simultaneous sensing of both the phases. The scheme can
be used with any current sensor. For example, a GMR sensor can be used to sense

the various inductor currents.

Although the proposed scheme is using higher number of switches, the in-
crease in cost due to switches is much less than the cost of having N-such sensors.
In addition, the switches can be integrated along with the control electronics re-
sulting in a power module. On the other hand, the GMR sensor still has to be

external to the ASIC.

In order to verify the functionality of the current sensing scheme, a two phase
interleaved converter was tested. The converter was operated in open loop and
the duty ratio of phase 1 was kept higher than that of phase 2, so as to result
in different phase currents. The current through the sensor was obtained using a
current probe. Fig. 6.2 shows the two inductor currents and the sensed current
as obtained using a current probe. A wire loop was used to sense the current

using current probe. This introduces an additional inductance while switching the
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auxiliary switches. As a result the inductor current ripple in the two phases slightly

varies during their turn on.
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Figure 6.2: Current sensing in a 2-phase system using single sensor

The current probe used above was to verify the functionality of the sensing
circuit. In actual circuit, the wire loop was removed and a Giant-Magneto Resistive
(GMR) effect based current sensor was used [76], [85]. It senses the magnetic field
associated with the current to be measured. The typical resistance offered by
commercially available GMR is around 5 k€2. Thus when operating at 12V power
supply, it will result in a power consumption of 0.028 W. This power consumed is

practically independent of the current to be measured.

6.2.2 Power Loss Analysis

For the circuit operation described above, (Q11, Q12) and (Qa1, Qa2) form
the conventional buck converter. The individual currents are sensed by switching
()13 and )o3. This allows the individual phase currents to flow through the sensor.
Thus, for a given converter, either ()11 or )13 will be switched at a time. Since )1,

and ()q3 are identical and only one of them will be switched at a time, the scheme
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does not result in additional losses.

6.2.3 Current Sharing

Fig. 6.3 shows the control architecture which is used for current sharing
among individual phases. For simplicity only two phases are shown. As shown
in the Fig. C, is the voltage controller, G;14 and G4 are the control to inductor
current transfer function for phase 1 and phase 2 respectively. G,; is the total
inductor current to output voltage transfer function and ', is the current sharing
controller used for balancing the individual currents. The proposed scheme is based
on difference in individual phase currents. The control strategy utilizes only voltage
controller. In a multi-phase converter, each phase takes the same duty ratio which
is obtained from voltage compensator. However under load dynamics, the phase
having the minimum inductance may carry the entire difference of the load current.
Moreover, in steady state, the phases may carry different currents due to variations
among individual phases. To mitigate this, the duty ratio is compensated for each
phase depending upon the current mismatch in the phase currents. This can be

explained by considering the inductor current dynamics which is given by

ik + 1) = in () + (D(k).Vin(k) — Vout(k))% 4 i (6.1)

where D(k) is the duty ratio, iy, is the average inductor current and diy, accounts for
current due to un-modelled parameters resulting from mismatches and other non-
idealities. Current sharing of parallel phases is inherently guaranteed by properly

compensating for di;, for different phases. Thus the duty ratio of various phases
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is compensated based on the circuit parameters. For this, only a voltage mode
control loop is required which gives the desired duty ratio D(k). Based on this
duty ratio, the duty ratio for various phases are adjusted so as to account for

unwanted disturbances.

dy (k) = D(k) — Adya, do(k) = D(k) + Adya, ... (6.2)

where Ad;s is obtained based on the circuit parameters.

d 1 I
» Gy Ll
Vref Verr D Ad Vout
G, ? L Ciz G, o>
Vout
P Gz [
d, Iz

Figure 6.3: Two phase control architecture with duty ratio compensation for cur-
rent sharing

Since the current sharing is based on difference in the individual average phase
currents, the current sharing does not get affected by the bandwidth of the outer

voltage loop.

In the scheme shown in Fig. 6.3, Ad;y is computed based on the mismatch
in the average inductor currents €9 = i, — iz2. An increase (or decrease) in duty

ratio command of a phase results in increase (or decrease) in the phase current.
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Thus, the duty ratios are compensated as,

d; (k) = D(k) — Cra.810 (6.3)

do(k) = D(k) + Cho.212 (6.4)

where Cy is the current sharing (CS) controller.

For implementing this scheme, the difference in the individual currents is
used. The individual currents are sampled and stored according to the sensing
scheme described above. The duty ratios of individual phases are then updated

based on the current mismatch among the phases.

Verr

I/ref

Vout

Figure 6.4: The proposed control architecture as applied to a 4-phase interleaved
converter

The current sharing scheme shown above is for two-phase converter. The
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Figure 6.5: Simulation results showing the performance of the scheme during
startup transient (a) Output voltage and output current, (b) Distribution of load

current among individual phases, (¢) Mismatch between iry,io and ir3,754 and
(d) Balanced inductor currents using proposed scheme

scheme is scalable in nature and can be extended to any number of paralleled
converters. Fig. 6.4 shows the scheme as applied to a 4-phase interleaved converter.
The duty ratio compensation is applied based on the difference between any two
phases. Compensating the duty ratios based on €19 = iy, — i and €34 = 73 — i14
will ensure these errors go to 0, however, there may still be current offsets between

ir1,%r2 and i3, 0r4.

This can be observed in Fig. 6.5 which shows the simulation results when the
proposed scheme is applied to a 4-phase interleaved converter. In order to have non-

identical phases, the inductance values were changed. The following parameters
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are used for the simulation: Vj, = 5V, Vi.y = 1.2V, I,,, = 80A, L = 1.0uH,
Ly =12puH, Ly = 1.3uH, Ly = 1.4uH and f, = 1M Hz per phase. The system
was simulated using SIMPLORER Simulation System [73]. Fig. 6.5(a) shows the
output voltage and output current during the start-up transient and during the
steady-state while Fig. 6.5(b) shows the distribution of the load current among
the individual converters. It also shows the average of the output current of the
individual converters (ir(aug)). Fig. 6.5(c) shows the distribution of load current
when the duty ratios are compensated based on €19 = iz —izs and €3y = iz —ir4.
As seen from the simulation results, average output currents iz, and iz, match (i.e.
€12 = 0) and average output currents iz 3 and 774 match (i.e. €34 = 0), however, the
offsets are still to be compensated between (i11,iz2) and (iz3,7z4). To compensate
the mismatch between these two pairs (iz1,iz2) and (ip3,414) an extra compensation
based on (EL(LQ) — EL(374)) is used. Using €3 = i19 — iz3 and compensating for their
mismatch, the average output currents iz, and iz3 can match (i.e. €3 = 0). This
can be verified from Fig. 6.5(d) which shows the distribution of load currents in

the four phases.

6.2.4 Stability Analysis

The scheme presented in Fig. 6.3 can be simplified as shown in Fig. 6.6. For
the sake of simplicity only one of the phase is shown. Under steady state operation,
the voltage error approaches 0 (V... — 0). Hence a PI controller controlling the

voltage will give a constant duty ratio output (D). However, applying the same
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Figure 6.6: (a) Simplified control architecture based on duty ratio compensation
for achieving current sharing (b) Constant duty ratio D being updated based on
current mismatch

duty ratio to various phases results in different inductor currents. Here iy, and iz
are the average inductor current of phase 1 and 2 respectively and €9 = iz — iz
is the measure of mismatch in the two phase currents. It is desired that iz, should

follow iz;. Thus, the duty ratio of phase 2 is corrected as shown in Fig. 6.6(a).

For phase 2, assume that I, is the current due to steady state duty ratio (D)
and Airy is the change in current due to duty ratio correction (Adys), as shown
in Fig. 6.6(b). Based on this, the transfer functions to describe the system can be

obtained as following:

Gi2d D Gi2dcl2 =

6.5
1+ Gi24Ch2 1+ Gi24Ch2 o (6.5)

ipg =

where (1, is the current sharing controller and Gjo4 is the control to inductor

current transfer function for phase 2. Using this, the sensitivity (S5) of closed-loop
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transfer function to changes in the (15 can be evaluated as

iL2 _ % aiLQ _ 1
i ir2 0C1a 1+ Gi24C12

(6.6)

Using (6.5) and (6.6), if the gain of loop transfer function is sufficiently high,
closed-loop performance can be made insensitive to changes in G54 and the phase
current iy follows i7;. But this may not result in a stable system. For maintaining
the stability of the system, the inductor current balancing control is analyzed to
determine the upper bound of controller gain. Using (6.1), the duty ratio is adjusted
such that the average currents are balanced. An increase in the duty ratio of
one converter results in increase in output current of that converter. The output
current of other converter(s) will decrease so as to maintain the same total current.
If €15 = i1 — izo is the current mismatch, then for a damped system we have to

compensate for €15/2. Thus, for a stable system, we have the inequality as
Ts,
|Ad12(k).\/;n(k).f| < |1 (6.7)

Thus, the upper bound of the gain is obtained as

Adio(k) _ L

ein(k) = Vin - T (6.8)

This upper bound ensures that the change in duty ratio (Adj2(k)) should not be
such that it changes the sign of the current error. Since the change in current
is proportional to the change in the duty ratio, thus a simple low-gain P-control
can be used to balance the inductor currents. Substituting the values (V;, = 5V,

L =12uH, Ts = 1us), the upper bound of gain is obtained as max |C12| = 0.24.
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Figure 6.7: Simulation results showing the effect of increasing the gain of the
current sharing controller

The unstable operation resulting from high-gain of current sharing (CS) con-
troller can be observed in Fig. 6.7. It shows the simulation results when the
proposed scheme is applied to a 2-phase interleaved converter. In order to have
non-identical phases, the inductance values were changed. The following param-
eters were used for simulations: V;,, = 5V, V..y = 1.2V, f, = 1M Hz per phase,
Ly =10uH, Ly =1.2uH, C, = 2350uF and r, = 3mf2. The system was subjected
to a load change of 10A to 40A. Fig. 6.7(a) shows the distribution of load current
among individual converters while Fig. 6.7(b) shows the output voltage and output
current during the load transient. The current sharing controller was enabled at
t = 350us with |Ch2| = 0.03, resulting in sharing of average phase currents. How-
ever, it results in unstable operation when the gain of the current sharing controller

(C12) was increased to 0.3, which is greater than the limit given by (6.8).
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6.2.5 Accuracy in current sharing

The accuracy in current sharing among various phases of a VRM is required
to be within 10% of the rated output current [5]. The proposed scheme uses
only a low gain P-control to achieve current sharing. Thus, due to the nature
of the current sharing controller, there may still be current mismatch among the
individual phases. The accuracy of current sharing can be obtained by evaluating
the difference in the various inductor currents under steady state. For example,
for a 2-phase system, the difference (]ip; — iz2|) can be studied as the measure of
current sharing. The final value theorem is used to evaluate the measure of current

sharing between phase i carrying current ¢z; and phase j carrying a current of i;.
s—0

As mentioned earlier, the current mismatch e;; = iz; — ir; is processed by Cj; to
obtain the change in the duty ratio. We analyze a simple P-controller which is used
as current sharing compensator. The upper limit on the gain of current sharing
controller was established as max |C;;| = 0.24. In a fixed point implementation, we

should have e;;(k).C;; > 1 for producing a minimal change in the duty ratio. Thus

1
[Cis]°

the accuracy of current sharing is |e;; (k)| < For example, in a typical digital
implementation, where an ADC with resolution of V is used to sample the sensed

current and the CS controller is C;; = % = 0.125, then the current mismatch is
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For an 8-bit ADC with a dynamic range of 3.3V (V, = 12.8mV’), we get the
lei;j| < 0.1024. Thus, with the sensing gain of 0.22V/A (when a full scale current
of 15A results in 3.3V sensed output), the accuracy in current sharing is obtained
as Al;; < 0.465A. In a multiphase VRM, where each phase carries a current of
15A, this control scheme will ensure 3.1% accuracy in current sharing, which is well

within the 10% requirement of VRM 9.0 specifications.
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o 1000 ~2000(us)
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Figure 6.8: Experimental results showing the output voltage and distribution of
inductor currents during load transients (a) Current controller is disabled (b) Re-
sult showing the dynamic performance of the controller when current controller is
enabled
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Figure 6.9: Experimental prototype of the two phase converter used to demonstrate
the proposed current sensing scheme.

6.3 Experimental Results

The performance of the proposed method for current sensing was tested on a
buck converter prototype with the following parameters: V;,, =5V, Vs = 1.25V,
L =12uH, C, = 3200pF (tantalum), fs, = 1 M Hz and N=2 phases. Fig. 6.9
shows the prototype which was built in the laboratory. A wire loop used to verify
the functionality of the sensing scheme. After the functionality was verified, the
loop was replaced with a copper trace such that the current flows along the top

layer. The GMR sensor AAL002 was used for current sensing with its supply
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voltage at 12 V. The sensor was placed on the bottom layer of the PCB board and
current was made to flow through the top layer. Since average current control is
desired, the average value of the inductor current can be obtained by sensing the
current in the middle of the switch-on and switch-off intervals. A digital controller
was used to verify the performance of the system. In the prototype, the ADC had 8-
bit resolution (Nspc = 8) and DPWM had 6-bit of hardware resolution. Thus 3-bit
digital dither was introduced to increase the effective resolution of DPWM module

to 64+3=9 bits (Nppway = 9). The controller was implemented on a Spartan-3

FPGA board from Xilinx.

Fig. 6.8(a) shows the response of the system when the converter was subjected
to load transients with a step-up change in the phase current from 5A per phase
to 10A and vice versa. The load transients were generated by switching the load
resistance. In order to see the current mismatch among the two phases, the current
controller is disabled and is working with a voltage controller only. The reference
voltage is set as 1V. Fig. 6.8(a) shows the distribution of the inductor currents in a
voltage mode controlled multiphase converter. In order to test the performance of
the current sensing and sharing method using a single current sensor, the current
controller is enabled. Fig. 6.8(b) shows the response of the system when the
converter was subjected to similar load transients. It shows good sharing of the

inductor currents after compensating the duty ratios of the two phases.

These results were to test the performance of the current sensor under load dy-

namics. In practice the VRM output requires adaptive voltage positioning (AVP).
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In adaptive voltage positioning, the output voltage of the VRM is adapted to
changes in the load. This causes the output voltage to droop with the load.
Adaptive voltage positioning was implemented by changing the reference volt-
age in accordance with the load current. Reference voltage is defined as v,.; =
Vief = %o - Raroop, Where V,..; is the nominal reference voltage at no load conditions,
i, is the load current and Rg.0p is the droop resistance obtained from the load
line. Fig. 6.10 shows the dynamic response of the controller with adaptive voltage

positioning for a step change in load current from 10A to 25A and vice versa.

io T | aut | Tvout

30A e U"'f“"f"\loltage Vow) i1 Y,
20A , : R st v 0.5V
‘- |
0
10A Output Current (|o) ‘612 Lk
LT FESEE SRRRE SEUSH & PINN I ‘15A
; b3 " 1o

2000(us)

Figure 6.10: Experimental results showing the dynamic performance of the con-
troller with adaptive voltage positioning for a step load change

6.4 Summary

Voltage mode-control can be used to obtain high bandwidth of the closed
loop systems, however it does not ensure current distribution. Current mode con-
trol can be used but it requires individual current loops and hence it will require

N-sensors for N-paralleled converters. Reducing the number of sensors impose
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an extra computational overhead on the current sharing controller. Thus, a cur-
rent sharing scheme is presented, which uses single sensor to sense the individual
currents. The scheme is independent of the number of converters in the paralleled
system. A GMR based current sensor is used which is practically lossless. The pro-
posed sharing scheme can be implemented easily on a digital platform and provides
various functionalities of a voltage regulating module. The proposed scheme is in-
dependent of the number of converters in the paralleled system. The functionality
of the current sensing method is experimentally verified on a 2-phase interleaved

buck converter, both under steady state and under load transients.

Current sensing is used for providing various functionalities in DC-DC con-
verters. It may be used for over-current protection or for achieving load sharing
among paralleled converters. It may also be used for implementing current-mode
control for improving the transient response of the closed loop system. The current
mode control will improve the transient response of the system, but the response
gets limited by the slew rate of the inductor current. For a buck converter with
large conversion ratio (Vj, >> V,.;), the step-down transients last longer than the
step-up transients. To this end, the next chapter develops a new circuit topology,

which helps in improving the step-down transient response in such a buck converter.



122

Chapter 7

Improving the Step-Down
Transient Response

7.1 Introduction

During a step-down load transient, a large amount of charge is absorbed by
the output capacitor in a very short time. This results in an overshoot in the
output voltage. Similarly, during a step-up load transient, capacitor removes the
required charge so as to meet the load current demand. This results in a voltage
undershoot if the capacitor cannot provide the required current sufficiently fast.
In a buck converter, the inductor voltage determines the slew rates during step-up
(py) and during step-down load transients (pg), as illustrated using Fig. 7.1. Due
to different slew rates, an asymmetrical transient response occurs during increase

and decrease in load.

The slew rates depend upon the voltage across the inductor and are given as:

dig
Pu= "0

Vm - ‘/;ut
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Figure 7.1: Charging and discharging of the output capacitor during sudden change
in load current
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= — own = — 7.2
Pd i d i ( )

For a given change in load current (Al,), the time taken by the inductor current

to attain the new value will be T}, = APIO and Tyoun = Af respectively. The step-

u

down transient will last longer than the step-up transient if it satisfies the following

condition,

Taown > Tup (7.3)
Al, Al
> (7.4)
Pd Pu
Al,- L Al,- L

7.5
‘/out ~ V;n - Vvout ( )

This can be simplified as

V;n > 2. ‘/out (76)

Since (7.6) is normally the case for a low conversion ratio buck converter, the rate

of increase of inductor current is much higher as compared to the rate of decrease of
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inductor current. Thus, for a given change in load current, the charge supplied by
output capacitor is smaller than the charge absorbed by the capacitor. This results
in larger voltage overshoot as compared to the voltage undershoot. The following
example evaluates the condition which results in larger overshoot as compared to

the undershoot.

The undershoot of output voltage for a Al, step-up change in load current

can be obtained as (see Appendix A)

1, AI?

A undershoot — = u- 2.00 y : > c~Co 7.7

Vundershoot 2(pu-Co+p r2-Co) Py T (7.7)
A,

AUundershoot - A]wrm < T'C.CO (78)

u

where r,. is the effective series resistance of the output capacitor, C, is the output
capacitance and p, is the slew rate of the inductor current. Similarly, the voltage

overshoot for the same step-down change in load current can be obtained as

1, AI?
A overshoot — =~ = . Q-CO y ° > c-Co 7.9
Vovershoot 2(pd'CO+P27“C ) Y T (7.9)
A,
AUovershoot = AIo~7“cy - S ’I"C.Co (710)
Pd

where p, is the rate of change of inductor current.

Assuming % > r..C, and % > r..C,, the voltage overshoot will be higher

than the voltage undershoot, if the following condition is satisfied:

AUovershooi& - AUundershoot >0 (711>
1 A2 , 1, A2
- 72.C,) — = (—2 wr2.05) > 0 7.12
2(pdco+pd?“c ) 2(,ou.00+p re-Co) (7.12)
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The above expression can be simplified as

1 NG

—(py — ——° __20]>0 7.13
3 (Pu = )t = 1) > (7.13)

Using (7.6), the slew rates have the relation p, > pg. Thus for (7.13) to be true,

Al, > 1..Con/pu-pa (7.14)

Using (7.1) and (7.2), this can be simplified as

reCo S Vo) (Vo) (7.15)

Al >

Similarly, in another case when % < r..C,and % > r..C,, the difference between

voltage overshoot and undershoot is

AUovershoot - Avundershoot >0 (716)

1, AI?
é(pd.é + pa.r2.C,) — (Alr,) >0 (7.17)
(AL, — pg.re.Cy)* >0 (7.18)

which is always true. Using the relation Apg" > r..C,, it can be established that for

an asymmetrical transient response, the load change should satisfy

Al, > pg.re.C, (7.19)

As a design example, the following parameters are used Vj,, = 5V, L =
1.2uH, C, = 408uF (tantalum) and r. = 1m£. Using the above analysis, it
can be deduced that Al, > 0.34 A at an output voltage of 1V will produce an

asymmetrical transient response. This can also be seen from Fig. 7.2 which shows
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Figure 7.2: Region showing the comparison of voltage overshoot and undershoot
for load transients of different magnitudes

the comparison of voltage overshoot and voltage undershoot for load transients of

different magnitudes at various output voltages.

If the change in load current satisfies (7.15) or (7.19) depending upon the
time constant of the output capacitance (r..C,), it will result in an asymmetrical
transient response with a higher voltage overshoot than the undershoot. One way
to reduce the overshoot is to increase the size of the output capacitance. This is
undesirable as it increases the size of the voltage regulating module. Another way
to reduce the voltage overshoot is to decrease the inductor current faster. However,
the rate of change of inductor current depends on the value of circuit inductance
and the voltage across the inductance |diy/dt| = |vy/L|. The magnitude of the
slew rate can be increased by increasing the magnitude of the voltage across the

inductor or by reducing the inductance value.

In the past various methods have been proposed to improve the transient re-
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sponse of the system. These methods rely on one or more of the following methods:

e Increasing the size of the output capacitor to reduce the voltage overshoot

e Reducing the circuit inductance so as to increase the rate of change of inductor

current [10],[54],[55]

e Using feed-forward techniques to shape the load characteristics [56] - [58]

e Using non-linear control action during the load transients [59]- [64]

e Including an additional clamping circuit to limit the voltage overshoot [65],

[66).

The above mentioned methods, either try to reduce the inductance value
or incorporate non-linear control action during the load transients. Reducing the
inductance results in higher inductor current ripple and hence results in higher
losses. On the other hand, a non-linear control action would saturate the controller
faster. It would change the speed of the response to disturbance but the maximum
slew rate gets limited by the inductance value and the voltage across it. Thus,
there are limitations in these past approaches and they can not be directly applied
to meet the challenging requirements of high currents at high slew rates and tight

voltage regulation.

In a buck converter, when the high side MOSFET is turned off, the voltage
across the inductor is v, = —V,,;, which limits the slew rate of inductor current

during a step-down load transient. In the proposed scheme, the slew rate during
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such a transient is increased by increasing the magnitude of voltage across the
inductors. The voltage across the inductor is changed by applying negative input
voltage across it. Fig. 7.3 shows the proposed topology and the three modes of

operation.

In the proposed scheme, the voltage across the inductor is changed during
transient load. During transients, the fast rate of change of inductor current is
achieved by applying a negative voltage across the inductor. When the load tran-
sient is over and the fast rate of change is no longer required, the voltage across
the inductor is reduced and eventually restored to its original value. In doing so,
the steady state ripple is kept to a minimum while providing fast dynamics during

transients.

The proposed scheme, by increasing the slew rate of the inductor current in

DC-to-DC converters, achieves the following:

1. Reduced voltage overshoots during load transients in DC to DC converters.

2. Faster settling times of output voltage during transients.

3. Smaller output capacitor as it can provides reduced voltage undershoots.

4. Maintains a lower ripple current in the inductor of DC to DC converters.

In short, the proposed scheme is capable of providing fast dynamic performance

during transients without significantly deteriorating the steady state behavior.
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7.2 Proposed Scheme: Working Principle

A sudden decrease in the load current will cause an overshoot in the output
voltage. To mitigate this overshoot effect, the current absorbed by the output
capacitor of the DC to DC converter during such a transient has to be decreased.
This is achieved by changing the slew rate of the inductor current. For a constant
value of inductance, the slew rate depends on the voltage across the inductor. It
is proposed to increase this rate during the load transients. The increased rate has
to be sustained as long as the load is changing and is restored to its original value

once the transient is over.

Fig. 7.3 shows the proposed topology. It is derived from the conventional
buck converter topology. Switch (); and D; comprises of the conventional buck
converter. In the proposed scheme, ()2 and Dy are added. During the steady state
operation, switch (), is kept on. As a result, it works as a normal buck converter,
with @) as its high-side switch and diode D, as the free-wheeling diode. However,
during step-down load transients, ()- is disabled and the current is forced through
Ds. It may be noted that during step-down transients, the circuit disconnects the
input voltage ground from the output voltage ground. Thus, the proposed scheme
requires a floating power supply. The main power source for the VRM on mother
board is 12V, which is obtained from a Switched Mode Power Supply (SMPS).
The SMPS is essentially a full bridge rectifier followed by a forward converter. The

output of such a transformer based power converter is floating which can be used
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Figure 7.3: (a) The proposed converter for improving the step-down load transients.
(b) Equivalent circuit during its three modes of operation.

as the input for the proposed scheme.

The operation of the circuit can be divided into three modes. The equivalent

circuit during these modes are given in Fig. 7.3(b)

Mode 1: @, and @9 are on and the inductor current is increasing. The

voltage across the inductor is vy, = Vi, — Vo

Mode 2: ), is turned off, while ()5 is still on. The inductor current flows

through the free-wheeling diode D;. As a result, the current in the inductor is
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decreasing. The voltage across the inductor is v, = — V.

Mode 3: @; and @)y are turned off. The inductor current flows through
Dy, D; and through the input capacitance. The voltage across the inductor is
v, = —Vipn — Vow. As a result, the inductor current decreases at a much higher

rate.

It may be noted that Mode 1 and Mode 2 are similar to the conventional
buck converter. In addition to these, Mode 3 is introduced during step-down load
transients so as to improve the dynamic response of the system. In the conventional
buck converter, the inductor current will decrease with a rate of —V,,,/L while in
the proposed scheme, it can decrease at a rate of (—V;, — Vo) /L. Thus for a given
change in load current (Al,), the time taken for the inductor current to fall to the
new level can be obtained as:

Al,- L

T conv — 7.20
| Vout (7.20)
Al,- L
T\ proposed = ————r 7.21
|p posed Vour + Vi ( )
This gives us the improvement over the conventional scheme as

T TOPOSE; ‘/O’U,

roposed. _ ! (7.22)

T‘conv B Vin + Vou
Assume that the output voltage does not change appreciably and is held constant
during such a transient. Thus, for V;, = 5V and V,,, = 1V, it will provide a
6x improvement in the fall time. In this analysis, we have assumed ideal diodes
and ideal switches. A more accurate analysis can be obtained by considering the

voltage drop across these devices.
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7.2.1 Switching Algorithm

Since it is intended to increase the slew rate of inductor current, it needs
to have a switching algorithm which decides to operate the converter in Mode 3,
as described above. The working of the error based control algorithm is explained
using the current loop only. Later the idea can be extended to obtain the algorithm

based on the output voltage.

A

P27
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Required Slaw oS
rate ( prer) Higher Slew
rate ( p2)
1 1 1 >
> T, € Time

Figure 7.4: Difference in the slew rates - required and available

Current Mode Control: Suppose there is a sudden change in reference
current at time ¢ = 0. The available slew rate due to circuit inductance is p; A/s
while the required rate is pyer A/s (pref > p1), as shown in Fig. 7.4. A higher
rate of py A/s is also available by operating the converter in Mode 3, as described
above. In a current mode controlled converter, current error is processed. By
the end of one sampling instance, the current error in the normal case will be
e = (pref — p1).-Ts where T is the sampling period. The idea here is to minimize
the error by increasing the available slew rate p; to py. By using po, the error will

be e = (pyef — p2).Ts. Thus it will reduce the error by Ae = (p2 — p1).Ts. This can
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be used as the current threshold for the proposed design.

e = (pa — p1).Ts (7.23)

If the error is higher than the ey, the converter is switched to Mode 3 operation,
otherwise it continues to operate with its normal conditions. For example, in a
buck converter with V;,, =5V, V,,, = 1V and having an inductance of 1uH, a slew
rate of 1A/us is available during the step down operation. Using the proposed
scheme, will correspondingly achieve 6A/pus. Thus, if the error after a duration Ty
is higher than ey, that is e > (6 — 1).7%, then the converter is operated in Mode 3,

else it continues in its normal operation.

The proposed scheme was first tested on a buck converter having only the
current loop. The converter parameters are V;,, = 5V, C, = 408uF', L = 1.2uH,
fs = 1M Hz. The system was subjected to a 10A step change in reference current
(Ier) from 15A to 5A. For a given controller, the performance was compared with
the normal case. Same controller was used in both the cases, except that an
additional Mode 3 was used as per the proposed scheme. An over current signal
based on the current error was used to switch to Mode 3 operation. It is seen from
the simulation results in Fig. 7.5, the fall time and the settling time are improved

by increasing the magnitude of voltage across the inductor during transients.

Voltage Mode Control: A switching algorithm based on output voltage can
also be formulated, which increases the slew rate during the step-down operation,

so as to keep the voltage overshoot within the permissible limits.
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Figure 7.5: Simulation result showing the performance of the proposed scheme
during a step change in current reference. (a) Conventional Scheme (b) Proposed
scheme using the same converter parameters as the conventional scheme

Consider a power converter having its output voltage regulated at V,.¢. Dur-
ing a step-down load transient, a large amount of charge is added to the capacitor
in a very short time. This results in an overshoot in the output voltage. Two
factors contribute to the voltage drop; voltage drop due to resistance dVg = i..7,
and voltage drop due to discharge of the capacitor dVy = AQ(t)/C,. Here, C, is

the output capacitor and r. is the effective series resistance of the capacitor.

A hysteresis based control algorithm is also established which is used to switch
the mode of operation, so as to obtain an improved transient response. In such
a method, two threshold voltages are defined above the nominal output voltage
(Vi and V1), with Vi > Vi. While the output voltage remains below the upper
threshold (V) converter is working with the normal conditions. If the step-up load
transient is observed, the output voltage will start to increase. Once the output
voltage increases above the upper threshold (Vy), the Mode 3 is enabled and the

converter starts to respond with increased slew rate. The normal operation is re-
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stored, once the output voltage falls below the lower threshold voltage (V). The
thresholds can be chosen smaller than the limits imposed by the output voltage reg-
ulation specifications under load dynamics. This will ensure the voltage overshoot
remains within the permissible limits. It can be verified by using the following
example, in which the higher slew rate is switched after the output voltage has

increased to a certain level.

In this analysis, p; is the available slew rate and the higher slew rate (py) is
applied at a time instance t; during the load transient, as shown in Fig. 7.6. At

any any arbitrary instance ¢ (¢ > 1), the capacitor current can be evaluated as
Zc(t) = AIO - pltl — pg(t - tl) (724)
The charge absorbed by the capacitor during the interval (0 — ¢;) is given by
1
AQl (t) = §t1(2A[0 - ,Oltl) (725)

where Al, is the change in the load current. The charge absorbed by the capacitor

during the interval (t; —t) is given by
1
AQs(t) = AL(t —t1) + (p2 — p1)tat — (pa — p1)t; + +§P2(tf — %) (7.26)

Thus, the total charge absorbed by the output capacitor in time (0 — ¢) is AQ; +

A2, which is obtained as

1 1
AQ(t) = ALt + (p2 = pr)tat — 5 (p2 — P — 502152 (7.27)



Chapter 7: Step-Down Topology 136

Vief % AVos old
Charge to be supplied With Improved Rate
by the output capacitor s Normal Case
< -y .e
T Available Ll S R S e
3 AL Slew rate ( p1) %
AQ; 2 |
S
(e}
time time
- ' >
0 t1 t 0 t1

Figure 7.6: Typical waveforms during step change in the load. The input voltage
is switched after time ¢;

The voltage overshoot during such a case can be expressed as,

Av(t) = A%(t) +i.(t).re
Al, tit 1t t?
Av(t) = F+ (o2 = ) (F = 5a) = o + (AL = puts = pa(t = 1))re(7.28)

Av(t

The overshoot will be maximum, when = ) = (0. The time instance can be

obtained as

1
t= p—(AIo + (p2 = p1)ts = parCo) (7.29)
2

Substituting this ¢ in (7.28), overshoot is obtained as

1

2Com [AIZ 4+ CZpsr? 4+ 2A1,(p2 — p1)ts + pi(pr — p2)ti] (7.30)

AUOS,new =

The normal case voltage overshoot can be obtained by substituting p; = py and

t;1 = 01in (7.30) as

1, AI?
AUOS,old = E(p 5 + pl.Tg.Co) (731)
1-Yo

For the proposed scheme to be effective, the voltage overshoot should decrease by
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increasing the slew rate,

Avosoid — AVoSpew > 0 (7.32)

P2 — P1 2.2 2
—[-C Al, — pit >0 7.33
2Col)102[ orcp1p2+( P1 1) ] ( )

Since ps > p1, the above expression is simplified as
[—C2r2p1ps + (AL, — p1t1)?] > 0 (7.34)
This is a quadratic equation in ¢;. This gives us the time instance before which

the higher slew rate should be switched on so as to reduce the voltage overshoot.

Al
+ Cyroy |22 (7.35)

P1 P1

t <

The value with the plus sign corresponds to the time instance after the transient

is over. Thus the value with the negative sign is retained .

Ao, [P (7.36)

P1 P1

t <

Under the limiting case, the maximum value of time interval is obtained when ¢,
approaches its upper limit. The voltage change at this instance is obtained by

substituting

Al
f=00 Oy |2 (7.37)
P1 P1

in (7.28). The voltage change is obtained as

AI?
Av(t)|i=s, = 50 ;1 + Cor2\/p1pz — Cor?py (7.38)

Thus, for the given load change (Al,), if the Mode 3 is switched before the voltage

rises by the value given in (7.38), the overshoot can be reduced. This sets the limit
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on the threshold values (V) for the hysteresis controller.

VH S V;ef + A'U(t)|t:t1 (739)
AL 2 2
Vir < Vier + (20 p + Corin/pip2 — Corip2) (7.40)
of1

The threshold voltage is chosen such that it satisfies the limit imposed in (7.40).
If the output voltage rises above the threshold voltage (Vy), the converter will
switch to Mode 3, so as to increase the slew rate and hence to reduce the voltage
overshoot during the load transient. This also corresponds to a time instance
defined by (7.37). Applying the negative inductor voltage within time ¢;, after the
load transient occurs, will reduce the voltage overshoot. The input can be restored
to its normal value once the output voltage decreases below the lower threshold

voltage (V7). The lower threshold is chosen close to the reference voltage such that

VH > VL.

The above analysis was done for a buck converter having a voltage loop
only. However, a cascaded voltage and current control loop is recommended for
improved dynamic response. This is because, the main component of the solution
that brings about the improvement is based on increase in inductor current slew
rate, hence an inner current loop is advantageous. The foregoing analysis based
on voltage controlled converters is also applicable for converters operating with
cascaded control loops. In order to verify the this, a buck converter with the
following parameters was simulated: V;, = 5V, C, = 408ufF, r. = 1mf), L =
1.2uH, fo = IMHz. The system was subjected to a 10A step change in load

current (I,) from 15A to 5A. The load transients were generated by switching the
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load resistance. The converter was operated with cascaded control loops, where
the reference voltage was kept constant as V,.; = 1V. For the given converter
parameters, the upper limit on the voltage overshoot given in (7.38) is obtained as
145.7mV. A voltage overshoot of 40mV was used to enable the switching algorithm
(Vg = 1.040 V), which is within the limit obtained in (7.40). For a given controller,
the performance was compared with the normal case. Same controller was used
in both the cases, except that an additional error based switching algorithm was
used to apply a higher magnitude of voltage across the inductor. It is seen from
the simulation results in Fig. 7.7, the voltage overshoot and the settling time are
improved by increasing the magnitude of the voltage across the inductor during
the step-down transients. The increased input voltage helps in increasing the slew

rate of the inductor current and hence results in faster transient response.
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Figure 7.7: Simulation result showing the performance of the proposed scheme

during a step change in load current. (a) Conventional Scheme (b) Proposed scheme
using the same converter parameters as the conventional scheme

The above mentioned analysis was based on a buck converter so as to improve
its transient response. These arguments can be extended to improve the step-down

transient response of other topologies as well. It is concluded that it is possible
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to increase the step-down slew rate of the inductor current without reducing the
inductance. The increased slew rate results in faster transient response. This will

also reduce the size of the output capacitor.

7.2.2 Output Capacitor Design

During a step-down load transient, the output capacitor absorbs the excess
of inductor current. This results in voltage overshoot. The voltage overshoot for
a given load transient is obtained in (7.31). The relation (7.31) is used to find
the required capacitance for a given voltage overshoot. In a conventional buck
converter, for a 10 A change in load current and a voltage overshoot less than
100mV, it would require an output capacitance of C, = 601.5uF. By using the
proposed scheme, the voltage overshoot is obtained in (7.30) which also includes
the delay in activation of Mode 3. In our system, the maximum delay between the
occurrence of load transient and the activation of Mode 3 is around 1us. Hence the
worst case value of capacitance to maintain the given voltage overshoot during such

a transient is 180.7uF" which amounts to 69.9% reduction in output capacitance.

7.2.3 Slew rate determines the fall time

The fall time of inductor current during a step-down transient can be de-
creased by having a high bandwidth and by having high slew rates. However at
high bandwidth, the linear PI controllers get saturated and produce a duty ratio of

either 0 or 1. Under such condition, the fall time is determined only by the slew rate
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in the circuit. The slew rate is determined by diy/dt = vy /L. For step-down tran-
sients, the slew rate in conventional circuit is limited to diy, /dt = —V,,;/L. On the
other hand, in the proposed circuit the slew rate becomes diy, /dt = — (Vi +Viut) /L.
For example, in a buck converter with V;,, =5V, L = 1.2uH and an output volt-
age of 1V, the minimum fall time achievable for a 10A change in inductor current
will be 12us. As opposed to that in the proposed circuit, the voltage across the

inductor is —(Vj, + Voue), thus for V,,; = 1V, the fall time can be reduced to 2us.
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Figure 7.8: Reducing the fall time by increasing the slew rate of the inductor
current

Thus, an increase in bandwidth can reduce fall time only in linear range
where the controllers are not saturated. However, increasing the slew rate brings
about a reduction in fall time under the maximum limits of circuit operation. In
addition, high slew rates will produce faster fall times for the same bandwidth in
the proposed method. This can be seen from Fig. 7.8. It shows the fall time
for a buck converter having the following parameters: V;, = 5V, L = 1.2uH,

C, = 408uF, r. = 1mQ and V,,; = 1V. The controllers are designed for a given
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bandwidth and the fall time of the closed loop system is obtained for a 10A change
in the reference current, which is greater than the condition established in (7.15).
It is seen that in conventional scheme, increasing the bandwidth reduces the fall
time in the linear range. However, beyond 18kHz the fall time is determined by the
slew rate in the circuit. Whereas in the proposed scheme, the fall time is reduced

by increasing the slew rate.

7.2.4 Power Loss Analysis

In a practical circuit, synchronous rectifiers will be used instead of the diodes,
as shown in Fig. 7.9. For the circuit operation described earlier, the inductor
current will flow through switch Q)5. Since @) will be on during normal operation,

the conduction loss in switch ()2 can be obtained as [23]

AI?
Po = [I; + T]-Ron,QZ (7.41)

where I, is the output current, Al is the inductor current ripple, R, g2 is the

on-state resistance of switch Q5.

Figure 7.9: (a) The proposed scheme using diodes. (b) The diodes are replaced by
synchronous rectifiers

For this analysis, the data of the commercially available MOSFETSs can be
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used which have the specifications suitable for such a low-voltage high-current ap-
plication. Considering our specifications and the ratings, Infineon 25V n-channel
MOSFET IPB0O3NO3LA seems appropriate. Hence the on-resistance of the semi-
conductor switches is taken as 2.2mf). An interleaved buck converter is commonly
used for high current VRMs, where the load current is shared by the paralleled
modules. An inductor current of around 10A to 20A is common in an individual
buck converter in such a topology. For a 5V-1V/10A buck converter having the
inductor current ripple of 1A, the conduction loss incurred in the switch ()5 will be
0.220W, which is 2.2% of the output power. Thus, in the proposed scheme, a 6x

improvement in the response time is achieved at the expense of additional loss of

0.220W.
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Figure 7.10: Schematic of digital controller design using FPGA
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7.2.5 Implementation of Proposed Scheme

A digital controller was used to obtain the desired performance of the system.
The digital controller performs various tasks including the voltage and current
control, digital pulse width modulation and implementing the switching algorithm.
The block schematic of a digital controller is shown in Fig. 7.10. The control
algorithm requires the output voltage (V) and the inductor current (I;). The
sampled voltage is processed using the voltage controller to obtain the current
reference (I,.¢). The current error is obtained as (e = I,y — I1). The threshold
current error (ey,) for switching to Mode 3 is obtained in (7.23). It depends on
the slew rates p; and ps, which are fixed for the given converter parameters. If the
current error exceeds the threshold, the converter is switched to Mode 3 to increase
the slew rate, else it continues in its normal operation.The scheme shown above
is based on the current error. However, the scheme based on voltage error is also

possible as described earlier.

7.3 Experimental Results

The performance of the proposed method was tested on a buck converter
prototype with the following parameters: Vi, = 5V, Viey = 1V, L = 1.2uH,
C, = 220uF + 4 x ATpF (tantalum), r. = 1m), f; = 1 M Hz. Fig. 7.11 shows the
experimental prototype which was used to demonstrate the proposed scheme. The

full load current of the converter is limited to 16 A. Such currents are typical in the
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Figure 7.11: Experimental prototype of the buck converter used to demonstrate
the proposed scheme.

individual converters of an interleaved buck converter topology, which is commonly
used in VRMs. Since the main objective was to see the improvement in the slew rate
of inductor current, it was demonstrated on a 1V/16 A buck converter. A digital
controller was used to verify the performance of the proposed scheme. The inductor
current and the output voltage was sampled using an ADC. The ADC had 8-bit
resolution (Napc = 8) and DPWM had 6-bit of hardware resolution. Thus 3-bit
digital dither was introduced to increase the effective resolution of DPWM module
to 64+3=9 bits (Nppway = 9). The controller was implemented on a Spartan-3

FPGA board from Xilinx operating at a clock frequency of 50MHz.

The dynamic response of inner current loop was studied to see the effect of
step change in the reference current. Fig. 7.12 shows the response of the system

when the converter was subjected to step change in the reference current from 16 A
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Figure 7.12: Experimental result showing the performance of the system with a
step change in reference current. (a),(b) Conventional converter (c),(d) Proposed

buck converter

to 3A. Fig. 7.12 (a),(b) shows the response of current loop in a conventional buck

converter, while Fig. 7.12 (c),(d) shows the response of the proposed scheme. Same

PI controller was used in both these cases, except that an over current signal was

used in Fig. 7.12 (¢),(d) to apply a negative voltage across the inductor.

In conventional scheme, assuming the output voltage constant, the rate of

change of inductor current will be —

be (=Vi, —

Vout/ L, whereas in the proposed scheme it will

Vout)/L. For Vi, =5V, V.ep =1V, L = 1.2uH, one would expect

6x improvement in the response time. As seen from the experimental results, 7x

improvement is obtained by using the proposed scheme. The fall time in conven-

tional case is 21us, which is reduced to less than 3us with the proposed scheme.
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Since this result is based on inner current loop alone, the output voltage decreases
following a decrease in inductor current. This results in the slew rate to change

during the step down transient resulting in a larger fall times than predicted.

The system was also tested for load transients with a step-down change from
12A-25A. Fig. 7.13 shows the dynamic response of the converter. Cascaded
voltage and current controllers were used to regulate the output voltage with its
reference voltage set at 1 V. It shows the change in the output voltage during load
transient. The load transients were generated by switching the load resistance and
the voltage undershoot (AV,,;) is obtained by using the AC coupling in a passive
probe. Fig. 7.13 (a) is the conventional scheme, while Fig. 7.13 (b) is using the
proposed scheme. Same controllers were used in both these cases, except that an
additional over voltage signal was used in Fig. 7.13 (b) to apply negative voltage
across the inductor. The overshoot in conventional scheme is 226 mV which is
reduced to 161 mV using the proposed scheme. The transient time is also reduced

from 235us to 144pus.

7.4 Summary

For a low conversion buck converter, a step-down load transient is more crit-
ical than the step-up load transient. During a step-down load transient, the maxi-
mum rate of decrease of inductor current depends upon the circuit inductance and
the output voltage. As a result, the step-down transients last longer than then

step-up transient. To this end, a new buck topology is presented which provides
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Figure 7.13: Experimental result showing the output voltage and inductor current
during load transients in a buck converter with cascaded control loops (a) Response
of the Conventional buck converter (b) Response of the proposed buck converter

improved step-down transient. From the experimental and simulation results, it is
concluded that the proposed scheme is effective in improving the step-down tran-
sient response. Using the proposed scheme, it is possible to increase the slew rate

of the inductor current, without having to reduce the inductance.

The proposed scheme improves the step-down transient response, thus reduc-
ing the voltage overshoots. In practical microprocessor applications, the voltage

overshoots have long term reliability concerns whereas the voltage undershoots di-
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rectly impacts the overall performance of the system. Thus it is also important to

reduce the voltage undershoots during a step-up load transient. The next chapter

proposes such a scheme.
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Chapter 8

Improving the Step-Up Transient
Response

8.1 Introduction

During a step-up change in load current, the charge supplied by output ca-
pacitor is more than the charge absorbed by the capacitor. This results in an
undershoot of the output voltage. One way to reduce the undershoot is to increase
the size of the output capacitance. This is undesirable as it increases the size of the
voltage regulating module. Another way to reduce the voltage undershoot is to in-
crease the inductor current faster. However, the rate of change of inductor current
depends on the value of circuit inductance and the voltage across the inductance
|dir,/dt| = |vp/L|. The magnitude of the slew rate can be increased by increasing
the magnitude of the voltage across the inductor or by reducing the inductance

value.

In the past various methods have been proposed to improve the transient re-
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sponse of the system. These methods rely on one or more of the following methods:

e Increasing the size of the output capacitor to reduce the voltage overshoot

e Reducing the circuit inductance so as to increase the rate of change of inductor

current [10],[54],[55]

e Using feed-forward techniques to shape the load characteristics [56] - [58]

e Using non-linear control action during the load transients [59]- [64]

e Including an additional clamping circuit to limit the voltage overshoot [65],

[66).

The above mentioned methods, either try to reduce the inductance value or
incorporate non-linear control action during the load transients. However, the max-
imum possible slew rate is limited by the inductance value and the voltage across
it. On the other hand, a non-linear control action would saturate the controller
faster. It would change the speed of the response to disturbance and the best
they can achieve is the maximum slew rate. They can’t exceed the available slew
rate. Secondly, the transient response will be governed by the instance at which
the non-linear control action is applied and the duration it is applied. Thus, there
are drawbacks in the previous schemes which limit their applications. These past
approaches are unable to address the generic problem of high slew rates and meet
the challenging requirements of high currents at high slew rates and tight voltage

regulation.
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Figure 8.1: Working principle of the proposed scheme. The voltage across the
inductor is changed by altering the input voltage

8.2 Proposed Scheme

The inductor current slew rate is given as diy/dt = vy /L, where vy, is the
voltage across the inductor and L is the inductance. In a buck converter, when
the high side MOSFET is turned on, the voltage across the inductor is vy, =
Vin — Vout. Thus the slew rate depends on the circuit inductance, the input and
the output voltage. Fig. 8.1 shows the working principle of the proposed scheme,
which increases the slew rate by changing the voltage across the inductors. The
voltage across the inductor can be changed by altering the input voltage. This is
realized using a multilevel voltage generator, such as a switched capacitor circuit
for obtaining different voltage levels. In Fig. 8.1(a) the voltage across the inductor
is vp, = Vi — Vour, whereas in Fig. 8.1(b) it is increased to vy = 2V;, — V. The
Fig. shows only two levels of input voltage, it can be extended to obtain higher

voltage levels.

Switched-capacitor based circuits have been used for voltage conversion [86]
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- [89]. In this scheme, a switched-capacitor circuit is used to increase the input
voltage to the converter. Increasing the input voltage increases the slew rate of
inductor current without having to reduce the inductance value. The capacitor
network provides the desired voltage level based on a switching algorithm, which
uses knowledge of the circuit behavior. Moreover, since it has to work with a closed
loop control, it has to have the correct logic interfaces with the outer loop. Thus,
the proposed scheme includes the following: 1) an energy storage element, 2) a

switching system, 3) an error based switching algorithm and 4) a feedback loop.

In the proposed scheme, the voltage across the inductor is changed during
transient load. During transients, the fast rate of change of inductor current is
achieved by increasing the voltage across the inductor. When the load transient is
over and the fast rate of change is no longer required, the voltage across the inductor
is changed to its original value. In doing so, the steady state ripple is kept to a
minimum while providing fast dynamics during transients. This is realized using
a switched capacitor circuit, which can generate multiples of an input voltage by
appropriately controlling the switches associated with the circuit. The switches
are ON only for a small duration. During startup, the switches are turned ON to
charge the switched capacitor network. During transients, selective switches are
turned ON again to increase the input voltage as required. By doing so, the slew
rate of inductor current is increased which provides faster dynamic response to a

load transient.

The proposed scheme achieves higher slew rates without having to reduce
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Table 8.1: Slew rate comparison for different levels of input voltages in a buck
converter

Inductance L=1uH
Scheme Used Normal scheme | Proposed Scheme
Number of Voltage Levels n=1 n=2 n=>5
Slew Rate Achieved 4A /s 9A/us | 24A/us
Equivalent Inductance® 1 uH 0.44 uH | 0.166 uH
Inductance L =100nH
Scheme Used Normal scheme | Proposed Scheme
Number of Voltage Levels n=1 n=2 n=>s
Slew Rate Achieved 40 A /s 90 A/us | 240 A/ us
Equivalent Inductance® 100 nH 444 nH | 16.6 nH

* Inductance required to obtain the slew rate using the normal scheme with constant input
voltage

the inductance value. Table 8.1 shows the achievable slew rates for different levels
of input voltage. Nominal input voltage is V;, = 5V and the output voltage is
assumed to be V,,;, = 1V. It is assumed, the input voltage can be increased
by integral multiples as nVj,. In the conventional scheme, the input voltage is
constant (n = 1). The table shows the slew rates for two different cases, one
where 2 input levels are available (n = 2) and second where 5 input levels are
available (n = 5). The table 8.1 gives the slew rates for a single buck converter.
The slew rates can be increased further by paralleling operation, as in the case of
an interleaved buck converter. It is concluded that for a single buck converter, it
is possible to increase the slew rate of the inductor current without reducing the

inductance. For example, with 100nH inductance a slew rate of 40 A/us can be
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achieved. By using 5V}, a slew rate of 240 A /us can be achieved, which would have
required an inductance of 16.6 nH in the normal case. Such small inductors are
difficult to fabricate. The high slew rates mentioned above are common in voltage
regulator modules. For meeting such high slew rates, inductance value has to be
reduced in nH range. However, smaller inductance will result in higher steady
state ripple resulting in higher losses in the circuit. Thus, the proposed scheme can
be used in such applications allowing us to increase the slew rate without reducing
the inductance any further. The increased slew rate will result in faster transient

response. This will also reduce the size of the output capacitor.

The proposed scheme, by increasing the slew rate of the inductor current in

DC-to-DC converters achieves the following:

1. Reduced voltage undershoots during load transients in DC to DC converters.

2. Faster settling times of output voltage during transients.

3. Smaller output capacitor as it can provides reduced voltage undershoots.

4. Maintains a lower ripple current in the inductor of DC to DC converters.

5. It can be applied to any switched mode power converter for increasing the

slew rate of inductor current.

In short, the proposed scheme is capable of providing fast dynamic perfor-
mance during transients without significantly deteriorating the steady state behav-

1or.
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8.2.1 Working Principle

A sudden increase in the load current will cause an undershoot in the output
voltage. To mitigate this undershoot effect, the average current supplied to the
output capacitor of the DC to DC converter has to be increased to match the
current supplied by the output capacitor to the load. This is achieved by changing
the slew rate of the inductor current. For a constant value of inductance, the slew
rate depends on the voltage across the inductor. The slew rate is increased by
increasing the voltage across the inductor. The increased rate has to be sustained
as long as the load is changing. Hence, to minimize the undershoot, the control
scheme needs to sense the drop in output voltage. If the drop in the output voltage
is above the permissible limit, the control algorithm is activated to change the
voltage across the inductor, resulting in an appropriate slew rate that can reduce

the time for the drop in the output voltage.

Since it is intended to increase the slew rate of inductor current, so the working
of the error based control algorithm is explained using the current loop only. Later

the idea can be extended to obtain the algorithm based on the output voltage.

Case I: Converters having current control loop: In DC-to-DC convert-
ers having an inner current loop and an outer voltage loop, the inductor current I,
is sensed for control purposes. I is compared with the desired reference current,
I,.s and the current error is compensated. In the proposed scheme, an error based

switching algorithm is used to decide the multiple of input voltage that needs to be
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applied so as to minimize the current error. The scheme is shown in Fig. 8.2 which
obtains the required input voltage (nV;,) to be applied to the converter. This can

be explained with the following example.
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Figure 8.2: Difference in the slew rates - required and available. The slew rate is
increased by increasing the input voltage.

Suppose there is a sudden change in reference current at time ¢ = 0. The
available slew rate due to circuit inductance is p; A/s while the required rate is
p2 A/s (p2 > p1), as shown in Fig. 8.2. By the end of one sampling instance, the
current error will be e = (py — p1).Ts where T; is the sampling period. The idea

here is to minimize the error by increasing the available slew rate p;. The rate
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p1 is determined by the voltage across the inductance, where p; = (Vi,, — Vout) /L.
The rate p; can thus be increased by increasing the input voltage. It is assumed
that the input voltage can be increased by integral multiples of Vj,,. The required
input voltage (n.V;,) can be calculated such that the error e as shown in (8.1) is

minimized.

n‘/in_‘/o

TARAL (8.1)

e=(pa—

For example, in a buck converter with V;, = 5V, V,,, = 1V and having an
inductance of 1uH, a slew rate of 4A/us is available. Doubling the input voltage
to 2V;, achieves a slew rate of 94/us and tripling the input voltage to 3V;, will
correspondingly achieve 14A/us. Thus, if the error after a duration 7} is within
the range (9 —4).7s < e < (14 — 4).T§, then the input voltage is increased to 2V;,.

If the error is more than (14 — 4)Ty, the input voltage is increased to 3V,.

In general, it is desirous to find the input voltage such that the error is
minimized. In other words, n is calculated such that the error lies within the

range:

nVin — Vour  Vin — Vour M+ DV —Vour  Vin — Vou
( 7 7 1Ts < e < ( 7 7 )Ts  (8.2)

Or equivalently,

(n -1V (n)V;
7 T, <e< 7

T, (8.3)

This gives the required input voltage n.V;, which is to be obtained using

the multi-level voltage generator. Once the required input voltage n.V;, is known,
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the feedback control of the proposed system will send relevant signal(s) to the
multilevel voltage generator to generate the required input voltage n.V;,. Using

(8.3), the minimum error required to apply a higher input voltage is obtained as

Vin
L

Eeth > TS (84)

Thus, if the error after a duration 7Ty is higher than ey, a higher input voltage is

applied else it continues in its normal operation.

In the example given in Fig. 8.3, the processing block takes in the inductor
current /;, and the desired reference current /.y as the input. The error in the
inductor current is obtained as e = I,.y — I;. Based on the error, the required
input voltage is obtained. In this figure, there are 3 switches S1-S3 in the voltage
summer, which helps in achieving twice the input voltage. This can be easily

extended to generate higher multiples of the input voltage.
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Figure 8.3: Multi-level generator applied to a power converter

In order to verify the current control with increased slew rate, let us consider

the inner current loop of a buck converter. The converter parameters are V;,, = 5V,
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C, = 408uF, L = 1puH and f; = IMHz. The system was subjected to a 10A
step change in reference current (/,.r) from 5A to 15A. Two different cases were
simulated, one where only 2 input levels are available and second where 5 input
levels are available. For a given controller, the performance was compared with
the normal case where input voltage is kept constant. Same controller was used in
all the three cases, except that an additional error based switching algorithm was
used to switch the input voltage. It is seen from the simulation results in Fig. 8.4,

the rise time and the settling time are improved by increasing the input voltage

during transients.
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Figure 8.4: Simulation result showing the performance of the proposed scheme
during a step change in current reference. (a) Closed loop bandwidth of 50kHz (b)
Closed loop bandwidth of 100kHz
Case II: Switching Algorithm based on Hysteresis Control: A switch-
ing algorithm based on output voltage can be formulated, which increases the input

to the converter, thus increasing the slew rate of inductor current and keeps the

voltage undershoot within the permissible limits.

Consider a power converter having its output voltage regulated at V,.s. Dur-
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ing a step-up load transient, a large amount of charge is removed from the capacitor
in a very short time. This results in a drop in the output voltage. Two factors
contribute to the voltage drop; voltage drop due to resistance dVy = i..r., and
voltage drop due to discharge of the capacitor dVy = AQ(t)/C,. Here, C, is the

output capacitor and r, is the effective series resistance of the capacitor, as shown

in Fig. 8.5.
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Figure 8.5: Discharging of output capacitor during sudden load change

A hysteresis based control algorithm is established which is used to switch
the desired input voltage, so as to obtain an improved transient response. In such a
method, two threshold voltages are defined below the nominal output voltage (Vg
and Vi), with Vg > Vpr. While the output voltage remains above the lower
threshold (V) converter is working with the nominal input voltage. If the step-
up load transient is observed, the output voltage will start to decrease. Once the
output voltage falls below the lower threshold (V1 ), the input voltage is increased
and the converter starts to respond with increased slew rate, recharging the output
capacitors. The input voltage is restored, once the output voltage increases above

the upper threshold voltage (Vzg). The thresholds can be chosen smaller than the
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limits imposed by the output voltage regulation specifications under load dynamics.
This will ensure the voltage drop remains within the permissible limits. It can be
verified by using the following example, in which the input voltage is switched after

the output voltage has dropped to a certain level.

A A

Vref ! v Y U o ~‘----....
2 Normal Case
- Al o .
< Q O With Increased V,,
= AL, g
o ) = AVyip old
3 Available S
- Slew rate (P1) ~
5
a
— -
Charge to be supplied 8
by the output capacitor :
time i time
0 ot 0 t

Figure 8.6: Typical waveforms during step change in the load. The input voltage
is switched after time ¢;

In this analysis, p; is the available slew rate and the higher slew rate (py) is
applied at a time instance t; during the load transient, as shown in Fig. 8.6. At

any any arbitrary instance ¢ (¢ > 1), the capacitor current can be evaluated as
Zc(t) = AIO - pltl — pg(t - tl) (85)
The charge supplied by the capacitor during the interval (0 — ¢1) is given by
1
AQl (t) = §t1(2A[0 — ,Oltl) (86)

where A, is the change in the load current. The charge supplied by the capacitor

during the interval (¢; —t) is given by

AQut) = AL(t — 1) + (o2 — )t — (2 — p)R + 5palBi — ) (87
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Thus, the total charge supplied by the output capacitor in time (0—t) is AQ1+AQs,

which is obtained as

1 1
AQ(t) = ALt + (p2 — p1)tat — (P2 = pU — 5/)2152 (8.8)

The voltage drop during such a case can be expressed as,

AQ(t
Av(t) = % +i.(t).re
Al tt 1t t?
Au(t) = T+ (2= )~ 5) ~ e+ (Blo=pty = palt —t))re (89)
The undershoot will be maximum, when AZ—Et) = 0. The time instance can be
obtained as
1
t= —(AIO + (,02 — pl)tl — pgrcCo) (810)

P2

Substituting this ¢ in (8.9), undershoot is obtained as

1
AVgip new = 5o [AIZ + C2p3rZ + 2A1,(pa — p1)ts + p1(p1 — p2)t5] (8.11)

The normal case voltage undershoot can be obtained by substituting p; = ps and

t1 =01n (8.11) as

1 AL

§(pl_c +p172.Co) (8.12)

AUdip,old =

For the proposed scheme to be effective, the voltage undershoot should decrease

by increasing the slew rate,

A,Udip,olcl - AUdip,new >0 (813)

P2 — P1 2 2 2
LI AL — pit 14
QCDPIPQ[ Corcp1p2 + ( P1 1) ] >0 (8 )
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Since ps > p1, the above expression is simplified as
[—C2r2p1ps + (AL, — p1t1)?] > 0 (8.15)

This is a quadratic equation in ¢;. This gives us the time instance before which

the higher slew rate should be switched on so as to reduce the voltage undershoot.

Al
t< 2o, [P (8.16)
P1 P1

The value with the plus sign corresponds to the time instance after the transient

is over. Thus the value with the negative sign is retained.

Al
— Cyrey |22 (8.17)
P1 P1

t <

Under the limiting case, the maximum value of time interval is obtained when
t, approaches its upper limit. The voltage drop at this instance is obtained by

substituting

Al
=220 Oroy |2 (8.18)
P1 P1

in (8.9). The voltage drop is obtained as

AT?
Av(t)]i=y, = 50 ; + Cor2\/pipz — Cor?ps (8.19)
olM1

Thus, for the given load change (Al,), if the input voltage is increased before the
voltage drops to the value given by (8.19), the undershoot can be reduced. This

sets the limit on the threshold values (V1) for the hysteresis controller.

Vir 2 Viep — Av(t) 1=, (8.20)
AI(? 2 2
Vi 2 Vier = ( + Coren/p1p2 — Corgp2) (8.21)

2Cop1
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If the output voltage drops below the threshold voltage (V1 ), the controller will
switch the input voltage to a higher level, so as to reduce the voltage undershoot
during the load transient. This also corresponds to a time instance defined by
(8.18). Switching the input voltage to a higher level within time ¢;, after the load
transient occurs, will reduce the voltage undershoot. The input can be restored
to its normal value once the output voltage increases above the upper threshold
voltage (Voy). The upper threshold is chosen close to the reference voltage such

that Vig > Vir.

The above analysis was done for a buck converter having a voltage loop only.
However, a cascaded voltage and current control loop is recommended for improved
dynamic response. This is because the main component of the solution that brings
about the improvement is based on increase in inductor current slew rate, hence an
inner current loop is advantageous. The foregoing analysis based on voltage con-
trolled converters is also applicable for converters operating with cascaded control
loops. In order to verify the this, a buck converter with the following parameters
was simulated: V;, =5V, C, = 408uF', r. = 3mS), L =12uH, fg, = 1M Hz. The
system was subjected to a 10A step change in load current (/,) from 5A to 15A.
The load transients were generated by switching the load resistance. The reference
voltage was kept constant as V.. = 1V. For the given converter parameters, the
upper limit on the voltage drop given in (8.19) is obtained as 27.6mV. A voltage
drop of 25mV was used to enable the switching algorithm (Vi = 0.975V"). For

a given controller, the performance was compared with the normal case where in-
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put voltage is kept constant. Two cases were simulated - one a converter having
2 levels of input voltage and second a converter having 5 levels of input voltage.
Same controller was used in all the three cases, except that an additional error
based switching algorithm was used to switch the input voltage. It is seen from the
simulation results in Fig. 8.7(a), the voltage undershoot and the settling time are
improved by increasing the input voltage during transients. This is also seen from
Fig. 8.7(b) which shows the inductor current in the three cases. The increased
input voltage helps in increasing the slew rate of the inductor current and hence

results in faster transient response.
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Figure 8.7: Simulation result showing the performance of the proposed scheme
during a step change in the load current. (i) Normal case where input voltage is
kept constant, (ii) Converter having 2 levels of input voltage and (iii) Converter
having 5 levels of input voltage.

The simulation results shown above were to test the performance of the pro-
posed scheme. It is concluded that it is possible to increase the slew rate of the

inductor current without reducing the inductance. The increased slew rate results

in faster transient response. This will also reduce the size of the output capacitor.
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8.2.2 Switched Capacitor Circuit Design

Fig. 8.1 shows the use of a switched capacitor network to increase the input
voltage to a converter. The input voltage to the converter is changed during load
transient. When the load transient is over and the fast rate of change is no longer
required, the voltage is reduced and eventually restored to its original value. Un-
der such a load transient, the excess of inductor current is provided by the series
connected capacitor C2 and C'1, as shown in Fig. 8.1(b). Fig. 8.8 shows the excess
charge supplied by the capacitor network during a step-up load transient. The
charge supplied by the capacitors is obtained as

1 1 1
AQ = —AI?(— — — 8.22
Q=ML ~ ) (8.22)

where p; is the available slew rate due to circuit inductance, py is the increased

slew rate and Al, is the change in the inductor current.

A Increased Slew
rate ( p2)

Inductor Current

Charge to be supplied by the
switched capacitor network (AQ)

0 t T time

Figure 8.8: Charge supplied by the switched capacitor network to increase the slew
rate of inductor current.

Fig. 8.1 shows the scheme for obtaining two input levels (with n=2). Ca-

pacitor C'1 is connected across the input source and it can be considered as a part



Chapter 8: Step-Up Topology 168

of the input capacitor. As a result the voltage across capacitor C'1 will be V;,.
The excess of charge delivered will cause the voltage across C2 to decrease. In this
work, the voltage drop across the capacitor is designed to be less than £1% of its

steady state value.

AQ 1AZ 1 1

Avgy =

Thus, the required capacitance value of C'2 can be calculated as

1 A2 1 1
> (= - ) (8.24)
20.01Vin o1 p2

For the above mentioned parameters, V;,, = 5V, Vo, = 1V, L = 1uH, n = 2,
the slew rates are p; = 4A/us and py = 9A/us. For a 10A change in load
current, the capacitance is obtained C2 > 138.9uF. If 5% variation is allowed in

the capacitance voltage, the required capacitance will be C2 > 27.7uF.

The voltage drop for a given load transient is obtained in (8.12). The relation
(8.12) is used to find the required capacitance for a given voltage undershoot. In
a buck converter with its input voltage fixed, for a 10 A change in load current
and a voltage undershoot less than 30mV, it would require an output capacitance
of C, = 857.9uF. By using the proposed scheme where 2 - V;, is available, it
would require an output capacitance of C, = 381.3uF for obtaining the same
voltage drop. But in order to implement this, C'2 of 138.8uF is added, as obtained
in eq. (8.24). Thus, in the proposed scheme the total capacitance required is
381.3uF + 138.8uF = 520.1uF, which is 39.6% less than the capacitance required
in the normal case (C, = 857.9uF). If 5% variation is allowed in the capacitance

voltage, the required capacitance will 52.3% less than the normal case.
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The above mentioned algorithm formulations were designed for a buck con-
verter so as to improve its transient response. These arguments can be extended

to other topologies as well.

8.2.3 Slew rate determines the rise time

The rise time of inductor current during a step-up transient can be decreased
by having a high bandwidth and by having high slew rates. However at high
bandwidth, the linear PI controllers get saturated and produce a duty ratio of
either 0 or 1. Under such condition, the rise time is determined only by the slew
rate in the circuit. The slew rate is determined by di/dt = vy /L. For step-
up transients, the slew rate in a conventional buck converter circuit is limited to
dir,/dt = (Vi, — Vour) /L. On the other hand, in the proposed circuit the slew rate
becomes diy, /dt = (nVi, —V,ut)/ L. For example, in a buck converter with V;,, = 5V,
L =1.0pH and an output voltage of 1.2V, the minimum rise time achievable for a
10A change in inductor current will be 2.6us. As opposed to that in the proposed
circuit, the voltage across the inductor is (nV;, — Vo), thus for n = 2, the rise time

can be reduced to 1.2us and for n = 5, it can be reduced to 0.42us.

Thus, an increase in bandwidth can reduce the rise time only in linear range
where the controllers are not saturated. However, increasing the slew rate brings
about a reduction in rise time under the maximum limits of circuit operation. In
addition, high slew rates will produce faster rise times for the same bandwidth in

the proposed method. This can be seen from Fig. 8.9. It shows the rise time for
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Figure 8.9: Reducing the rise time by increasing the slew rate of the inductor
current

a buck converter with the given parameters. The controllers are designed for a
given bandwidth and the rise time of the closed loop system is obtained for a 10A
change in the reference current. It is seen that in conventional scheme, increasing
the bandwidth reduces the rise time in the linear range. However, beyond 110kHz
the rise time is determined by the slew rate in the circuit. Whereas in the proposed

scheme, the rise time is reduced by increasing the slew rate.

8.2.4 Power Loss Analysis

The simplified schematic of the proposed scheme is shown in Fig. 8.10. It
shows a buck converter using a switching algorithm based on current error (e(t)).
The converter has a switched capacitor network at its input which can generate
Vin and 2V;,. Under the normal operating conditions, switch S1 and S3 will be
on, such that the input to the converter is V;,. As a result the input current will

flow through the switch S1. The current flowing through S1 will be same as that
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Figure 8.10: Block schematic of the proposed scheme showing a buck converter and
a switched capacitor network at its input

in the control FET (@) of the buck converter. Thus, the conduction loss in the

switch S1 can be obtained as [23]

AT?

Poy = [I7 + —
s =+ 75

|- Ron.51.D (8.25)

where I, is the output current, A/ is the inductor current ripple, R,, s1 is the on-
state resistance of switch S1 and D is the duty ratio of Q1. Only during transients,
S2 will be turned on and 51,53 will be switched off, such that the input to the
converter is 2V;,. Since this will be done only during the load transients and will
last only for a few micro-seconds, the switching losses in the switched capacitor

network can be neglected.

For this analysis, the data of the commercially available MOSFETs is used
which have the specifications suitable for such a low-voltage high-current appli-
cation. Considering our specifications and the ratings, Infineon 25V n-channel

MOSFET IPB03NO3LA seems appropriate. Hence the on-resistance of the semi-
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conductor switches is taken as 2.2mf). The switching frequency of the converter
is IMHz. For 1V /20A buck converter having an input voltage of 5V and inductor
current ripple of 1A, the conduction loss and switching loss in the Control FET are
0.216W and 0.802W respectively. Similarly for the Synchronous FET these loses
are 0.864W and 0.797W respectively. In the proposed scheme, the conduction losses
incurred in the switch S1 will be 0.216W, which is 0.90% of the output power. Al-
though it results in increased conduction loss, the increase does not significantly

affect the overall efficiency.

Furthermore, the on-resistance (Rgson) of a MOSFET depends upon its

breakdown voltage [90], [91] as:

Ryson o V225 (8.26)

As the proposed scheme intends to increase the input voltage during load transients,
this will require MOSFETSs of higher breakdown voltage to be used. Even in
practice, the MOSFETSs are usually chosen having breakdown voltages around 2-
2.5 times the input voltage. This is to take into account the ringing produced
during device turn-on and turn-off. In our application, where the input voltage
is Vi, = 5V, n-channel MOSFETSs with breakdown voltage of 25V were chosen.
n-channel Power MOSFETSs with breakdown voltage less than 20V are difficult to
find. Since 25V is well within the range, our prototype did not result in increased

losses due to use of over rated devices.
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8.2.5 Implementation of Proposed Scheme

A digital controller was used to obtain the desired performance of the system.
The digital controller performs various tasks including the voltage and current
control, digital pulse width modulation (DPWM) and implementing the switching

algorithm. The block schematic of a digital controller is shown in Fig. 8.11.

The control algorithm requires the output voltage (V,,:) and the inductor
current (I7) to be sensed. The sampled voltage is processed using the voltage
controller to obtain the current reference (I,.f). The sensed inductor current is
used to obtain the current error as e = I,y — I. The threshold current error
(e4,) for switching to a higher input voltage is obtained in (8.4). It depends on
the inductance value L, V;, and Ty which are fixed for a given converter. If the
current error exceeds the threshold, the converter is multilevel voltage generator is
switched to apply a higher input voltage to the converter, else it continues in its
normal operation. The scheme shown above is based on the current error. However,

the scheme based on voltage error is also possible as described earlier.

8.3 Experimental Results

Fig. 7.11 shows the experimental prototype of a buck converter which was
used to demonstrate the proposed scheme. The buck converter parameters are:
Vin =50V, Viey =1V, L=12uH, C, = 220uF +4 x 47 F (tantalum), r. = 1 mfQ,

fs = 1 MHz. Although any number of input levels can be used to improve the
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Figure 8.11: Block schematic of the proposed scheme

slew rate, only 2 input levels were used (n = 1,2) to verify the functionality of
the scheme. The storage capacitors in switched capacitor network comprises of
C1=Cy =2x220uF +100uF. A digital controller was used to obtain the desired
performance of the system. The controller was implemented on a Spartan-3 Field

Programmable Gate Array (FPGA) by Xilinx.

The main component of the solution that brings about the improvement is
based on increase in inductor current slew rate. In order to verify this, the dynamic
response of inner current loop was studied to see the effect of step change in the ref-
erence current. Fig. 8.13 shows the response of the system when the converter was
subjected to step change in the reference current from 5 A to 12.5 A. In Fig. 8.13(a)
the input to the converter is kept constant, whereas in Fig. 8.13(b) input voltage

is switched based on the switching algorithm. Same PI controller was used in both
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Figure 8.12: Experimental prototype of the buck converter used to demonstrate
the proposed scheme.

these cases, except that an additional error based switching algorithm was used
in Fig. 8.13(b). For large conversion ratios where V, < V;,, the inductor current
slew rate is approximately proportional to the input voltage. By applying 2V, the
slew rate can be doubled. As seen from the experimental results, 2x improvement
is seen by using two levels of input voltage. The rise time in conventional case is
8us, which is reduced to 4us with the proposed scheme. The settling time is also

reduced from 60us to 40us as seen from the experimental results.

The results shown above were to test the performance of the inner current
loop under load dynamics. In practice, a voltage control loop is used to regulate
the output voltage. Thus, cascaded voltage and current controllers were used to
regulate the output voltage with its reference voltage set at 1 V. The system was
also tested for load transients with a step-up change from 2.5 A-12.5A. Fig. 8.14

shows the dynamic response of the converter. It shows the change in the output
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Figure 8.13: Experimental result showing the performance of the system with a

step change in reference current. (a) Conventional converter with input voltage
constant (b) Converter with switched input voltage

voltage during load transient. The load transients were generated by switching the
load resistance and the voltage undershoot (AV,,;) is obtained by using the AC
coupling in a passive probe. Fig. 8.14(a) is the conventional scheme, while Fig.
8.14(b) is using the proposed scheme. Same controllers were used in both these
cases, except that an additional error based switching algorithm was used in Fig.
8.14(b). The slew rate of the inductor current in conventional scheme was measured
to be 0.70A/us, which is increased to 1.14A/us with the proposed scheme. The

undershoot in conventional scheme is 200 mV which is reduced to 120 mV using the
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proposed scheme. The transient time is also reduced from 200us to 100us.
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Figure 8.14: Experimental result showing the output voltage and inductor current
during load transients in a buck converter with cascaded V+I control loops (a)
Conventional converter with input voltage constant (b) Converter with switched
input voltage

The results shown above were based on converter with an inductance of 1uH.
Smaller inductance value may be used to increase the slew rate. However, smaller
inductance will result in higher inductor current ripple and hence increased power
loss. Nonetheless, if a lower inductance is used for higher slew rates, the slew rate
can be increased further by using the proposed scheme. In order to verify this, a

two phase buck converter was built and tested. It uses the per phase inductance of

Ly = Ly = 100nH and an output capacitance of 540uF. A cascaded voltage and
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current controller is used to regulate the output voltage with its reference voltage
set at 1 V. Fig. 8.15 shows the dynamic response of the converter during a step-up
load transient from 10 A-24 A. The undershoot in conventional scheme is 225 mV
which is reduced to 100 mV using the proposed scheme. The transient time is also

reduced from 200us to 140us.
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Figure 8.15: Experimental result showing the output voltage and inductor current
during load transients in a buck converter with cascaded V+I control loops (a)
Conventional converter with input voltage constant (b) Converter with switched
input voltage
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8.4 Summary

The transient response of any switched mode power supply gets limited by the
component values. The rate of change of inductor current depends on the value of
circuit inductance and the voltage across the inductance diy,/dt = vy /L. This rate
can be increased by increasing the voltage across the inductor or by reducing the
inductance value. In this paper, a scheme is presented which proposes to increase
the input voltage to increase the rate of change of inductor current. The scheme
is experimentally verified on a single phase buck converter and a two phase buck

converter operating at 1 MHz per phase.

From the experimental and simulation results, it is concluded that the pro-
posed scheme is effective in improving the step-up transient response. Using the
proposed scheme, it is possible to increase the slew rate of the inductor current,
without having to reduce the inductance. This scheme gives another design free-
dom to optimally design the converters, resulting in lower inductor current ripple

and requiring smaller output capacitor as compared to the conventional schemes.
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Chapter 9

Conclusions

Voltage Regulator Modules (VRMs) provide power to the microprocessors.
These modules are expected to deliver high currents upto 200A at low output
voltages of around 1.2V. Due to high currents, it becomes essential to have mul-
tiphase topology where the synchronous buck converters are connected in parallel
such that each phase leg carries only a fraction of the total output current. By
operating the various converters in a phase-shifted manner, such a topology offers
decreased magnitude of output voltage ripple. It also helps in increasing the fre-
quency of the voltage ripple. Thus, the size of filter components can be reduced to

a greater extent.

In an interleaved buck converter topology, it is important to share the cur-
rents equally among various phases. However, due to variation in the inductor
values, differences of components, connections and layout results in unequal cur-
rent distribution among phases. This causes uneven distribution of losses and

reduces the overall efficiency. In order to achieve good current sharing among the
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different phases, a current sensor needs to be added in a DC-DC converter. Due to

N-paralleled converters in a multiphase topology, N-sensors are generally employed.

The microprocessors also exhibit load changes according to the change in
computational load. These load transients affect the output voltage regulation.
The voltage regulation can be improved by increasing the output capacitance but

the transient response still gets limited by the rate of change of inductor current.

This thesis has investigated some of the existing problems related to the
design and control of low voltage/ high current voltage regulator modules. The
problems which are investigated in this thesis are broadly classified into following

categories:

—_

. Digital control of Voltage Regulator Modules

2. Current sensing in low voltage/high current applications

3. Current sharing in multiphase interleaved converters

4. Circuit topology for improving the transient response

The proposed solutions are verified in simulation and experimentally demonstrated
to show the functionality of the schemes. Following are the important features of

the proposed solutions.

e Chapter 3 of this dissertation describes the development and analysis of high

frequency digital controllers. The controller are designed in frequency domain
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and when converted to discrete-time controllers, they result in lowering of
phase due to presence of ZOH. They can be directly designed in discrete-time,
but it requires complex mathematic manipulations. Thus, it is proposed to
design the controllers in frequency domain and compensate for the reduction

in phase due to presence of ZOH.

e Another limitation of the digital controllers is the time resolution of the
DPWM output pulses. For a given switching frequency( f;), the N-bit DPWM
has to be clocked at 2V f,. Thus, chapter 4 investigates a DPWM scheme
which is aimed at improving the resolution without increasing the clock fre-
quency. The proposed scheme provides 2-bit increase in the time resolution.
Operating at a clock frequency of 50MHz, a resolution of Topx /4 (=bns) is

obtained which is 4-times improvement over the conventional scheme (=20ns).

e In chapter 5, a current sensing method is described which is based on Giant
Magneto Resistive effect. It is based on sensing the magnetic field generated
by the flow of current, as shown in Fig. 5.1. The change in magnetic field
manifests itself in the change of resistance and the sensed output is obtained
by sensing the voltage across the resistive network. The typical resistance
offered by GMR is around 5 k€). Thus, when operating at 12V power supply,
it will result in a power consumption of 0.0288 W. This power consumed is
practically independent of the current to be measured and it does not rely

on the knowledge of component value.

Since, the sensor is based on magnetic field generated from the current car-
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rying conductor, the sensed output depends upon the location of the sen-
sor. Various sensor placement configurations are analyzed in the chapter and
based on the theoretical framework, optimum location is derived for achieving

the desired accuracy in current sensing.

e For sensing inductor currents in an multi-phase interleaved converters, N
current sensors are required. Chapter 6 explores the possibility of a scheme
which uses single current sensor. The proposed scheme presented in Fig.
6.1(b) uses single sensor to sense the inductor currents. The current shar-
ing among individual phases is based on the difference in the average phase
currents. The individual currents are sampled and stored. The duty ratio of
individual phases is then updated so as to achieve current sharing. A sim-
ple low gain P-controller is used to achieve current sharing among individual
phases. For a 4-phase 60A VRM, where each phase carries 15A of current,
the control scheme will ensure 0.68% accuracy in current sharing, which is
well within the 10% requirement of VRM 9.0 specifications. Moreover, the

scheme is scalable in nature and can be applied to any number of phases.

e [t is shown in chapter 7, for a low conversion ratio buck converter, a step-down
transient will last longer than the step-up load transient. The transient re-
sponse gets limited by the fundamental equation of rate of change of inductor
current, as

diy, vr

=2 (9.1)

where vy, is the voltage across the inductor and L is the inductance. The
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existing methods either try to reduce the inductance value or use a non-
linear control to improve the transient response, but they can’t exceed the

available slew rate.

The step-down transient response is improved without having to reduce the
inductance value. In a conventional buck converter, the maximum slew rate
available during step-down load transient is

diL — Vout

— = 9.2
dt L (9:2)
In the proposed scheme, the slew rate is increased to
dA - V;n ‘/ou
i Z(Vin + Vour) (9.3)

dt L
Thus, for a buck converter with an input of 5V and an output voltage of
1V, it will provide 6x improvement in the slew rate. The scheme works as a
normal buck converter under steady-state, and increases the slew rate only

during transients.

e Another circuit topology is presented in chapter 8, which improves the step-
up transient response. The proposed scheme increases the voltage across the
inductor during transient. In a conventional buck converter, the maximum
slew rate available during step-up load transient is

di,  Vin — Vou
—LoTnT Toul 9.4
dt L (94)

In the proposed scheme, input voltage is increased to nV;, which provides an

increased slew rate of

di, — (nVin — Vour)
ke 7 (9.5)
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Thus, by increasing the input voltage to 2V}, a 2x improvement in the slew
rate is expected. The proposed scheme as shown in shown in Fig. 8.3 is
scalable in nature and can be extended to obtain higher slew rates. The
increased slew rates improve the transient response of the converter. This

also reduces the demand on the output capacitor size.

These schemes give another design freedom to optimally design the convert-
ers, resulting in lower inductor current ripple and requiring smaller output

capacitor as compared to the conventional schemes.
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The chapters 7 and 8 use the voltage overshoot and voltage undershoot re-

sulting due to a step-down or a step-up load transient. This appendix gives the

detailed derivation of the expression given in the chapters. First, the expressions

for voltage undershoot is obtained during a step-up load transient. The expression

for voltage overshoot are obtained based on symmetry.

Charge to be supplied by

A A the output capacitor Charge to be absorbed by
7 I — the output capacitor
< I L <
= Al < % Alo : Pd
@ @ & di _ Vo
9 S dt - L
time time
>

0 t T 0 t T down
AA up AA ------
?/- Z ] AV overshoct
% 8‘) ~.°~
81 B Vief IR TEPN
(@} O
> >
-05 e -05! e
= =3
= time = time
O L) L) L) L) L) ) O L) L) L) L) L) )

Figure A.1: Charging and discharging of the output capacitor during sudden change

in load current
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Derivation of voltage undershoot

If there is a step-up change in load current at ¢ = 0, then at any any arbitrary
instance t, the capacitor current can be evaluated. This is the current flowing out

of capacitor so as to provide the excess of load current.
ic(t) = AL, — put (A.6)

where A/, is the change in the load current and p, is the slew rate of the inductor
current, as shown in Fig. A.1. The charge supplied by the capacitor during the

interval (0 — ¢) is given by
1
AQ(t) = Et(QA]o - put) (A7)

Two factors determine the output voltage at the given instance; voltage drop due
to resistance AVyz = i.(t).r., and voltage drop due to discharge of the capacitor

AVg = AQ(t)/C,. Thus, the output voltage in this case is given as

AQ(t)
Co

Vour(t) = Veey = ( +ic(t)re) (A.8)

Alternatively, the voltage drop during step-up change in load current can be ex-

pressed as,
AQ(t
Av(t) = 290 s iy
o,
Al 1p

Av(t) = =2t — 22 L Alr, — puret A9

o) = Gt = G+ Ay = pur (A9

The undershoot will be maximum, when A0 —gorfort =T — r..C\,, where

dt

T is the time taken by the inductor current to attain the new value T' = %. It is
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known that ¢t > 0, thus we obtain T" > r..C,, the RC time constant of the output

capacitor. Substituting this ¢ in (A.9),

Al, T2 wr?.C,
AUundershoot = C T — p2 C + P 9 (AlO)

Eliminating 7" from this relation,

1, AI?
A’Uundershoot = §(pu-5o + pU'rg'Oo) (All)

For t =0 (or T' = r..C,), the undershoot is obtained as

AUundershoot - AIo-Tc <A12)

Similarly, the overshoot for the same change in load current can be obtained

as

1, AL

A'Uovers oot — S
hoot 2<pd-Co

+ pd.'rg.C'o) <A13)

where ppy is the rate of change of inductor current during the step-down load

transient. For t =0 (or T' = r..C,), the overshoot is obtained as

A’Uovershoot = A[o-rc <A14)
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