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ABSTRACT

Modern Chinese lyrical fiction is a new type of literature that creates the mood of poetry
in the form of a novel. This thesis applies theories of fiction — such as those explaining
literary variations, textual analysis, and structuralism— to the analysis of modern Chinese
lyric fiction.

This thesis first explores the origins and development of lyrical tradition in Chinese
literature. It then examines this long-standing tradition through a scrutiny of both ancient
and modern lyrical works, with a focus on the relationship between Chinese lyrical
tradition and modern Chinese lyrical fiction.

This thesis argues that modern Chinese lyrical fiction not only adopt expressional skills
of lyrical poetry, such as the expression of the writer’s feelings in the depiction of objects
or scenery, but also employs literary devices that are usually exclusively
applicable in poetry. Writers of lyrical fiction further combine the simultaneity of
lyrical poetry with the continuity of time, making lyrical fiction an art that integrates time
with space.

With a detailed analysis of Yu Dafu, Fei Ming, and Shen Congwen’s works, this research
points out that modern Chinese lyrical fiction contain the following features. First, it
reveals the inner world of the narrator or leading characters. Second, the poetic mood is
created through the writer’s application of poetry’s simultaneity and spaciousness to
fiction. Third, the abundant scenery descriptions in these novels often become literary

images, and the fictional protagonist is usually the embodiment the writer.
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