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Abstract

Being an integral part of cultural modernity, literary modernity is an on-going,
self-negating, and self-regenerating process. It has always been engaged in a
dialectical relationship with tradition and is inseparable from the quest for reality
based on artistic autonomy and communicative intersubjectivity. The formation of
Chinese literary modernity is based on three fundamental factors: Chinese literary
traditions, Chinese historical exigencies, and the introduction of Western culture and
literature into China. Thus compared with literary modernity in the West, Chinese
literary modernity has a very different nature and landscape.

“May Fourth” writers and literary critics are the first generation of literary
subjects in the process of Chinese literary modernity, among whom Shen
Congwen(1902-1988) is a very unique figure. Compared with the vast majority of
other “May Fourth” literary subjects, Shen took a very different way in the process of
Chinese literary modernity. The “uniqueness” in his pursuit of literary modernity is
marked by his determined attitude of advocating literary autonomy and relentless
literary experiments on the formal aspect of literature, which we could clearly see
through scrutiny of his poetic criticism, modern poems, and poem-related works.

The first half of my thesis (the second and third chapters) will be focused on the
issue of “literary autonomy”. Through detailed analysis of Shen’s works of modern
poem and poetic criticism, | wish to prove that Shen is a determined champion of
literary autonomy, which is a basic request of literary modernity, and that his pursuit

of literary autonomy is also a self-negating and self-regenerating process. In the



second half (the fourth and fifth chapters) | wish to investigate Shen’s experiments on
the formal aspect of literature, which is also a very important aspect in his pursuit of
literary modernity, by analyzing his “Sino-West” hybrid poems and poem-fiction
intertextual writings. In the conclusion | suggest that although generally speaking, in
the first half of the 20™ century the cause of Chinese literary modernity failed, Shen’s
endeavor in pursuing literary modernity will probably influence a newer generation of
literary subjects, who began to take their literary career in the second half of the 20"

century, in their way towards the goal of literary modernity.
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VR RERE, AW (RS, T3,

MR AXA LW EREEE ——RFOE R ER, WhEEARES. B
ARG (PEZEAPFR—— 00 —-"00 “4EHE) (HI: #FilhP,
2002), Ul 262-263.
® W,Graham Allen, Intertextuality (London & New York: Routledge, 2000), 50, &3 3k
HAWSCAER, LU 3 SCAE R 2k Ul B 35 [\ e 4]
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M L, W1 50-51,

[, 7T 49,

[{ I, 753,

TN SC (G Eid), W (44E) 84, 57,

NS (R, W (24E) 5 74, 1160,

O e ST G, W (AR 8%, T 96.
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2 L,

1 T AU AU RO & ok Wk E AT K A (Gérard Genette) ¢ T eAUA 7
Cnarrative levels) M 55 . SR, T AURFTEIA Crecount) AT & 44 #B
T —A A E (diegetic level) X —A&UH =AM T Cimmediately higher) 7= 4=
X — RO [ ROURAT Ky B Ak 1 A 2 o 72 A 5 — AN RUR I BUR AT 4 BT A 1 AU 2 2

— B J2m (“first degree”level), #ZEHFRRZ N “RUF AP (extradiegetic). X B
o) — AR IAT A Cact), J& T3 — £ RUA I N 2%, #FR 4 “BUH (1 (diegetic)
a“AUFH N T Cintradiegetic)s 1“5 — MNAUE "I N 2 (content), & T 28 &
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FERR Z ] EEA ZMRR, H-F2HENREXR, B EARNE —EANRA
fERAER ;s 58 Mol B¢ R, 5 B AUA R A — AU J2 X L Ccontrast) K&,
R Canalogy) ¢ & B R0 U S5 — B AR 5 2 — B AUER 2 1] %A B 19 Dh e v

> % . 2 JL.Gérard Genette, Narrative Discourse, Jane E. Lewin trans. (lthaca, N.Y.:
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[l 5, BRI 2 ST ARG A DL Fh ) 25 6 i S R AT R . S5 T A % 51E,
ZWRAERER, XARE (BB EER——C%, RIEXSHFEN IR (f
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RUR 25, 2 B4 kot 4 W R AT

20§ 10, T 89.

2L E |, W93,
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The Romance of
Sorcery

...... Le Fanu

JRSCH 2 WX B e (R T7 2 T RE N feffi A ) (dbnt: B30 RAE, 1998),
7T 133,

PRI IR 5 T IR R R e K T I A AT N U b X S 45 4 AL
A — AN RN A AT SCA R AR R e g, LT R AR —— %t 23 7 TR L
MO, ) SOTE R SRR e . A RE SR I A P R RR T S T IR L
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DA B Lo B 27 48— AN AN T T 1R 2 b — FF i 37 78 it B A s e TR AR RN U I R X
o 7 (CEEIE bR S8 e ——30 %, ROE SO S A MBARE (R IE, 1900-1937)),
7 195-196. FESE M2, %% “figural reading” ¥ 4 “G AE 2k L7, 5 “figural”
MILE, “symbolic” JC5E 58 i& 4 4 B A “ S AE TR, WL SE R IR, I 5T SR AE
BT O, A AE R iR “Figural reading” B0k il T B s LA 4 R PRS0
2 IR R 0 7R 1 4 T 5 AT VR SRR SR B R T /D 10 L I I AR SO R
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B P AR, R R MRS RS 87 BRGR AR T, W R B AR
5 S s AU A DUIA B 58 2 B ARl . (SCOME DY Xk F iR 2 ik, e N L,
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