View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you byff CORE

provided by ScholarBank@NUS

MIEsEEIfE4E

— 30 A e A i B 1 B B
(1987—1995)

FROM AVANT-GARDE TO TRADITION
—ON THE TRANSFORMATION OF
YU HUA’S NOVELS

(1987—1995)

x| # P
LIU YAN PING

FromK B L KFEF XA
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE
2005


https://core.ac.uk/display/48629069?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1

M EER| 45 4

_ —‘L/‘/\ 4% ] A 'f/F Ozl
(1987 -1995)

FROM AVANT-GARDE TO TRADITION
—ON THE TRANSFORMATION OF
YU HUA’S NOVELS

(1987—1995)

BY
RN
LIU YAN PING

%ﬁﬁniﬁik%"l’i%
o F 45 L
A THESIS SUBMITTED
FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS
DEPARTMENT OF CHINESE STUDIES
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE
2005



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This dissertation could not have been written without the financial support of the
National University of Singapore. | am especially indebted to A/P Jui Lung SU,
who not only served as my supervisor but also encouraged and challenged me
throughout my academic program. He patiently guided me through the
dissertation process, never accepting less than my best efforts. As my teacher and

mentor, he has taught me more than | could ever give him credit for here.

Thanks go to the other faculty members, and all of those with whom | have had the
pleasure to work during this dissertation. Each of them has provided me extensive
personal and professional guidance. | would especially like to thank Mr. Yu Hua,

Professor Chen Xiaoming and Zhang Yiwu for their help and advice.

Nobody has been more important to me in my pursuit of this dissertation than the
members of my family. | would like to thank my parents and my husband, whose

love and guidance are with me in whatever | pursue.

Lastly, but in no sense the least, | am thankful to all colleagues and friends who

made my stay at the university a memorable and valuable experience.



BN BRI SI AL E

B WIS
= WESU G A 1
FIUAT WS

FooAr P E AR
L OSRERIRT R N
T P EREEIR P S H
= BEEACRIER I A A
U BAARE 1]

BN SR E

—. HIEE R
(—) “BEfe” M “FB”
(=) gk
(=) XHEIL

T REAIMEE
(—) I%E‘u?ﬁ
(D) WERIL T R
(=) FmREAMER EEER
(PO FHIRI A K

B=EH KRENLE



B SEBTIE
— R R RUA AR A
(—) e AL
(=) DFERLA
(=) B8, K EH% )
T RO T A
(—) 1HBEINF S AE
(=) ARk
=BT R

BN B
—. 2N
Y
= Y 5 T oy

BUE M@ fes

B B HEAMALL
— A\¥RiE
N/ P
=L BT R

CH S TAE TR TE
R BT
) BT B AT
) 527 A MBS R
(=) 77 Ml
SR MR AE
() AR ML



S —
-~ H

(=) Hfpiafrd sy

H 56 21 R 1)

— “ El‘gjn

BHE RSN NEEIESEKEA

S —

A=

v RN G AELY
- REEARERX

B HGE

RN NI =

~ BUAE IR R 5
v FEEATE AR

BT AL o 5

v AU R
v SR AT ) 2

(—) BRI L
(=) HHEEMHEAN

R E s 8%



Abstract

Focusing on Yu Hua’s novels, this thesis will analyze the characteristics and
differences of his writings before and after the critical transformation in his
career. By taking into consideration the writer’s own personal experience and
other avant-garde writers’ general tendency, | set out to analyze the social
background in which Yu Hua was situated, his personal intention in this
transformation, and investigate his ultimate spiritual concern and cultural
identity beyond the text, in an attempt to explore the general trends and features

of Chinese avant-garde literature and their significance.

As a leading writer of Chinese avant-garde literature, Yu Hua’s novelettes in
1980s represent the distinct features of avant-garde, such as pursuing modernity,
denying tradition, breaking traditional criteria of novel writing, and depicting
vicious father images. But his saga novels in the 90’s such as To Live and
Chronicle of a Blood Merchant, which concentrate on traditional virtues and
virtuous fathers, provide a different perspective. Such transformations

demonstrate the writer’s changes in his own philosophy and writing concepts.

Keywords: Yu Hua. avant-garde. tradition. transformation. cultural identity.

significance
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