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ThesisTitle: Social Dynamicsand L ocal Trading Patternin theBantaeng Region,
South Sulawes (Indonesia) circa 17" Century

Abstract

Bantaeng, South Sulawes, hastraditional ly been atransshipment harbor for spices.
Two theoretical modelsapplied to theanaysisof interior trading patternsare the dendritic
and the central placemodels. Thisstudy isdesigned to test whether one or the other of these
models, or ahybrid moddl, ismore productivefor gaining an understanding of loca trading
during the 17" century in aregion characterized by an elevated topography and Dendritic
type of rivers which can not be navigated. This study will draw on historical records,
archaeological data, and ethnographic research to generate a convincing explanation for
historictrends.

Keywords:

Locational Analysis, Socid diratification; Socid dynamics, Trade networks; Archaeol ogy;
South Sulawesi ; Bantaeng; circa 17" century.
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Summary

Themgjor trade networks operating in eastern Indonesiaduring the 17" century are
relatively well known but there remainsasignificant gap inthe historical recordsreating to
theinternal trade network. However, using archaeol ogical and ethnographic approaches
and drawing on two theoretical models, the dendritic and the central place models, used to
analyzeand interpret trading patterns, it ispossibleto reconstruct the nature of that trading
sysem.

Thedynamic of thelocd trading system, which continued throughout thisperiod, is
assumed to have played aparticularly important role despiteisol ation from direct invol vement
inthe expanding long distancetrade. Littleisknown about how thelocal people sustained
their trading activitiesduring thisperiod of change, or about thetrading patternsthat evolved
to meet the new chalenges.

Inthisthess| havefocused my research on Bantaeng, asthisareahasthe advantage
of being dightly peripherd tothemain traderoutes, inamixed landscaperegion, and producing
arange of goodsfor both local and wider markets. Bantaeng, aKabupaten (regency) in
south Sulawes (Indonesia) hashistorically been, a varioustimes, avassa of threekingdoms:
Majapahit, Luwu' and Gowa. Severd pa aces(Ballag Lompoa), which arefundamenta to
theloca culture, have been recorded in thisregion. The Bantaeng region hasaso traditionaly
been atransshipment harbor for spicesand other resources.

Thisstudy isdesigned to test which of these models, or ahybrid model, ismore
productivefor gaining an understanding of local interior trading during the 17" century ina
region characterized by an € evated topography. The main contribution which thisstudy will
makeisto draw not only on historical records but also on archaeological dataand more
current ethnographic research in order to generate aconvincing explanation for historical
trading trends.

Based on the archaeol ogical and ethnographical approaches, it can be seenthat the
elitelocal group created along distance trading network during the peak trading period of
the 16" century to gain accessto luxury itemsused for burialsand ceremonials. In contrast,
the non-dlitetrading groups developed their local trading activitiesto meet their subsistence
needs. A significant shift in trading patternsalong the coastal areaof Bantaeng occurredin
the 17" century when the VOC began to dominate the transshipment activity, achange that
waspardld totheintroduction of Idam by the GowaKingdom. Evidencefor the separation
of political and sacred centersfrom the trading centers, the unequal distribution of luxury
objects, and in land ownership supportsthisinterpretation. This study hasfound that a
hybrid local trading pattern in Bantaeng was characteristic of the dynamic socia adaptation
of the Bantaeng regioninthisperiod.

Keywords:

Locational analysis, Socid dratification; Socia dynamics; Trade networks; Archaeol ogy;
South Sulawesi ; Bantaeng; circa 17" century.
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