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Abstract

This thesis is a comparative study of Chinese National Product Movements in China and
in British Malaya from 1912 to 1941. By comparing the aim, method and identity of
Chinese National Product Movements, it shows that Chinese National Product
Movements were on one hand similar, but they were on the other hand different due to
their own local contexts, identities and interests. Regarding their aims, Chinese National
Product Movements in China and in British Malaya had the same aim to improve Chinese
economy and to boycott foreign products. However, their initial purposes were different
because of interests and circumstances. As for the methods applied, although most
approaches of propaganda and organizations in Chinese National Product Movements in
China had appeared in British Malaya, their effects and impacts were slightly different
due to circumstances. As to identities, both of them were affected deeply by Chinese
nationalism, but they are also influenced by their own local identities and interests which

made them different from each other.
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" Wang Gungwu, “The Limits of Nanyang Chinese Nationalism, 1912-1937”. In C.D. Cowan and O.w.
Wolters eds., Southeast Asian History and Historiograhpy: Essays presented to D. G. E. Hall (Ithaca and
London: Cornell university press, 1976), pp. 405-423. Wang Gungwu, “Chinese Politics in Malaya™ . In
The China Quarterly, No. 43.(Jul. =Sep., 1970), pp. 1-30.

% Yen Ching-Hwang, “Overseas Chinese Nationalism in Singapore and Malaya 1877-1912”. In Modern
Asian Studies, Vol. 16, N0.3.(1982), pp. 397-425.
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“ Zheng Liren, “Overseas Chinese Nationalism in British Malaya, 1894-1941.” Ph. D. diss., Cornell
University.
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* Karl Gerth, China Made: Consumer Culture and the Creation of the Nation, pp. 88-93.

“® Timothy Brook, The Confusions of Pleasure: Commerce and Culture in Ming China (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1998), pp. 218-222.
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