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Prezgce

This work is the outgrowth of a teacher's interest in
the present trend of thought that seeks to base school or-
ganization upon the needs of the individual student. It was
undertaken more particularly for the problem child with tru-
ancy as & major element. It is hoped that the facts dis-
cussed will be of significance to all interested in problem
children especially truants and will contribute their iota
towards directing the mind of educators to the consideration
in what seems to be the more rational way.

The writer wishes to express his sincere gratitude par-
ticularly to the following persons for their co-operation:

The Reverend Austin G. Schmidt, S. J.;

The Reverend G..H. Mahowald, S. J.;

Francis A. Ryan, Ph. D.;

Williem H. Johnson, Ph. D.;

Florence H. McIntosh., A. M.;

Joseph C. Thompson, A. M.;

Aloysius P. Hodapp, A.'M., all of Loyola University;

William Bodine, Superintendent of the Department of

Compulsory Education, for permission
to use the records of school truants;

James P. Molloy, M. D., of the Institute for Juvenile
Research;
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Edward Stullken, Principal of the Montefiore Special
School for his very valuable help and
suggestions;

John C, Welgel, M. D. Administrator of the Institute for
Juvenile Research, for permission to
use the records of school truants;

Miss Ella M. Cullen, Assistent Superintendent of Com-
pulsory Education;

The Members of the different Boards of BEducation in other
eities for the help and suggestions
they gave.,

Chicago, Illinois
April 30, 1931, Re Jo Fo
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INTRODUCTION
The objectives of this study are in the first place to

present a picture of problem cases in which truancy is a
major element; secondly, to form an eétimate of the truanocy
gituation as it is today in Chicago; and thirdly, to form
an estimate also of the manner in which these problem truant
cases are being handled in the light of modern views,
| Procedure

To visualize in a proper way the truant problem child
and the truancy situation in the City of Ghicago as well as
the manner of its solution, the writer, in the first place,
presents as background certain data gathered from the cur-
rent literature in the field, With this the reader is put
in touch with the truancy situation as a whole in some of
the larger cities of the country, and a standard of compar-
ison is evolved, which prepares him to evaluate the con-
dition of truancy in Chicago and‘to have some interest in
the picture of the truant that will be drawn out for him,

This delineation of the truant child is what the
writer proposes to do in the second place through his in-
vestigation of problem cases in the Chicago schools, The
data upon whiech this second procedure is based are drawn
from two main sources—the schools of Chiéago and the In-

stitute for Juvenile Research, Chicago.




The truancy problems in the schools of Chicago are
divided by the writer into two main divisions-;grave cases
and mild cases., The mild cases cover the big group of
truants who are classified as 5repeater“ on the records at
the Chicago Bureau of Attendance, They number 3,144 in
1929-30. (11: 8). A sampling of these was taken for the first
nalf of the scholastie yeér of 1930-3l1. The grave cases are
those placed in the Montefiore Special School, the only one
of its kind in Chicago in 1929-30, and a stepping stone to-
wards the Juvenile Court and the Parental School, should
these further steps be considered necessary. The data cover
the 438 truant boys in this school for that particular year
and are teken from the records of the expert examination
and history of each individual case. These ocover the truant
from several angles—-mental,»physical, environmental. The
truent girls are not considered as data on a fairly sized
group were lacking,

The straight truancy cases at the Institute for Juve-
nile Research in Chicago are divided into four main groups--
white boys, white girls, colored boys, colored girls, The
records that are written up and available go back to January,
1923, and finish with August, 1927. They contain the find-
ings of the staff upon the expert examination of each truant~

as well as all available information that can be gathered

about him, There are 588 cases of white boys; 125, of

——
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,hite.girls; 67, of negro boys; and 21, of negro girls, The
writer limited his investiéation to 100 cases of white boys |
and 25 cases of white‘girls which cover approximately the
year 1927. The picture of the truant is coampleted with
some correlations of truancy with other failings in charac-
ter and conduct of these and other problem cases at the
Institute for Juvenile Ressarch,

In the last place, the writer presents the mb:e recent
and prominent views of edueators and welfare workers in
this ebuntry in regards to the ways and means of rehabili-
tating the truant child., The mode and procedure of the
Chicago School System is considered from this point of view
end an estimate is formed of its policies. |

Limitations

From the very start of his investigation the writer
was brought to realize the little that was to be found in
the field of literature as regards truancy in this country.
or recent years the Board of Education of New York §1ty has
underteken a limited study of the broblem of trueney within
| the city confines and expressed some of its views in the
Thirtieth and Thirty~-first Annual Reports of the Super-
intendent of Schools for the years 1927-28 and 1928-29.

" The work of Abbott and Breckinridge on “Truency and Non-

'iAttendance in the Chicago Schools" published in 1917 is




perhaps the most important. The book is divided into two
parts—one dealing with the history of compulsory education
in Illinois from the legal point of view, and the second with
present conditions and methods of treatment in the city of
Chicago and in the suburban districts of Cook County. The
work is quite thorough in its treatmént of the problem of
truancy. The lapse of fourteen years and the consequent
changes of the times, perhaps, rehder the book somewhat less
valuab;e in our day. |
Reference was made to the First Annual Report mentioned

above and the work of Abbott and Breckinridge, by W. Healy
and Augusta F, Bronner in the Judge Baker Foundation Case
" Studies when they write in reference to the literature on
$ruancy in 1928. They say: "Aside from the two publications
‘;mentioned above there exists in the literature very little,
aside from magezine articles a few pages in length, that
- ‘bears on the subject of truancy. Two exceptions are the
"following: Elizebeth A. Irwin has written a pamphlet:
®Pruency, A Study of the Mental, Physical, and Social Factors
. and the Problem of Non-Attendance at School," based on the
study of 150 cases. It deals with conditions found in two
;;districts in New York City and is not ¢oncerned primarily
2!1th the relationship of truancy to other delinquency. A

i??udy of a hundred cases of truamcy was undertaken in

Philadelphia by James S. Hiatt and published by the United
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states Bureau of Education, Bulletin 29, "The Truant Problem
and the Parental School.” The.study is of the hundred‘most
flagrant and persistent offenders, chosen from ten school
districts. There is alsc a summary of the facts concerning
thirteen parental schools in as many c¢ities, ineluding both
day end residence parental schools" (19: Cgsell, P.‘?Z).

The two studies just mentioned both go back to 1915,
which made them of little value to the writer, As a matter
of fact, the only literature in the field that proved helpful
“to0 & marked degree was the ourrent annual reports of the
Department of Education of several large cities, the reports
of the studies and investigations in New York City, the few

| letters received from verious superintendents and heads of

institutions, the particular research work of these educators,

f,and the reports from the Committees at the White House Confer-
: ence on Child Health and Protection held in Washington

1 b, c., in 1930,

’ The work on truancy underteken in New York City during

. the past two or three years is given in the opening chapter.‘

i



CHAPTER I
TRUANCY IN NEW YORK CITY

The annual Report of the Bureau of Compulsory Education
of the City of New York for 1927-28 states that since this
particular bureau was established in 1914, 9,020 children
have been committed to truant or parentel schools, and that
probably not more than 20 were committed as insubordinate or
disorderly children—the remaining 9,000 as truants., Little
has been known of the later adult life of these children (38:8)
The Crime Commission, however, made a study of 251 truant
boys who left the truant school before October, 1921, and
brought out facts somewhat startling in their character., It
eppears that of these 251 boys, 51% were charged with delin-
quency, 30% beceme adult offenders, and 14% became professional
criminals (19:8)., Should these figures be characteristie
of the entire 9,000, which is considered but a fraction of
the truant boys, the problem of the truant child deserves

serious attention.

1. The Farrell Study and Analysis of

Truan Ve
An attempt to cope seriously with the situation was ini-

tiated under the direction of Miss' Elizabeth Farrell, Inapector
of Ungraded Classes, A behavior c¢linic was conducted in con-
nection with the weekly hearings of the Thirteenth Attendance
‘District, and later on, one with the Twelfth Attendance Dis-




a 9
trict. Each elinic is staffed by a psychiatrist and a psy-
chologist and a picked attendance officer as a social worker,
Miss Farrell summarized her findings in a report covering

32 cases for 1927-8, Among the significant statements made
by her are the following:

School Progress:

6 pupils are in the grades proper for their ages;

1l pupil is accelerated one term;

25 pupils are retarded by one to seven terms.

Table I shows the age-~grade progress of this group of

truants, Normal progress from grede to grade is represented
in the space between the heavy black lines, Slow progress
is shown in the lower left hand section. The upper right
hend section shows rapid progress,

Chronological Age:

14 pupils are in the 11 and 12 year age group;
9 pupils are in the 7 and 8 year age group. -

The age distribution for the group is shown in Figure 1.

Mental Age:
28 pupils have mental ages of 10 years of below,

This constitutes 8%7% of the group. Figure 2 shows the men-
tal age distribution (22: 2).

Intelligence Quotients:

The range of I, Q's is from 65 to 115; (22:5)
4 pupils had I, Q's from 60-69;
8 pupils had I, Q*s from 70-79;
7 pupils had I. Q's from 80-89;
10 pupils had I. Q's from 90~99;
1 pupil had I. Q's from 100-109;
- 1 pupil had I, Q's from 110-115.
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Figure 3 shows the I, Q. Distribution for the group.

gducational Attainments.
b ————————

In 73% of the cases the reading ability of the truant
gas 2 or more terms below their official school grads.

In 30% of the cases, the reading ability of the truant
is 4 or more terms below their official school grade,

Yet 35% of the group are working in grades 2 to 5 terms
pelow their mental capacity as meassured by reading capacity.

grade Placement,

The grade distribution of the group is shown in Figure 4.
The distribution is from I A to 8 A, Thirteen, or 41 per cent,
of the pupils are in grades 4 and 5, Ten or 31 per cent are
in grades 1 and 2 (22: 4).
| The discrepancy between grade ability and grade ﬁlace-
pent is from 1 to 6 terms;
Thirty-four per cent have grade ability two or more
te;ms below their grade placement;

Sixteen per cent have grade ability two or more terms
bove their grade placement (22: 9, 10).

Bocial Problems:

In 17 cases, that is, 53 per cent of those examined,
there was either & "broken home" or "bad home c¢onditions.,” In

P cases there were unfortunate factors in the home, such as

issension, sickmess of parents, alcoholism of father, In
Bll these cases there was more or less inadequate super-

ision at home and in some cases practically none (22:12, 13).




Physical Defects:

12

Two children d4id not need correction of physical defects;

Three were in need of dental care only;

In 13 cases the physical defects were so serious that
they might be considered active contributing factors to the
child truancy.

Table II shows the number of physical defects in this group.

_Sixty—six per cent of all the truants examined were
suffering from psychic disorders, either organic or func-
tional; of sufficient seriousness to be detected in the
brief time available,

- Teable III shows the number of children in this group suf-
fering from functional and organic psychic disorders.

Adjustments Needed:

The educational adjustménts recommended were:

l. Reclassification in ungraded classes;

2. Reclassification in grades suited to the ability
of the child;

3. Institutional care;

4. Trensfer to other schools;

S. Special coaching in vocabulary building and in reading|
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2. The McElwes Study of Truaney in Brooklyn

The special research study undertaken in the Thirty-
gecond Attendance District in Brooklyn in 1929-30 was re-
ported by Miss Edna W, McElwee, M,A, The truents were se-
lected from those present at the hearings of the Thirty-
second Attendance District held on Wednesday mornings of
each week, Only children between the ages of 7 and 13 in-
clusively were examined, but as there were not always enough
children in this age group, other children to the number of
37 weré ineluded in the study.

The fbllbwing more important data were reported:

Chronological Age:

The chronological age range was from 7 years to

13 years and 9 months,.

Counting 103 years as the point of division there
were 45 children in the younger group and 68 children in

~ the older group (30: 3),
Figure 4 gives this C, A, Distribution,

Intelligence Quotient and Mental Age:
The I. Q. range was from 53 to 103 with a median
I. Q. of 73, There were 49 children in the borderline group
with an I, Q. between 65 and 75 (30:3).
Figure 5 shows the I, Q. Distribution,
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The M. A. range was from $ years to 12 years and
g months with a median mental age of 8 years &nd 6 months (30:3ﬂ.
Grade Placement;
The grade placement was from I A through 7 B. There
were 72 children in grades 3, 4, 5. This is seen in Figure 6.
In Table IV the age-grade retardation of the truant is
shown. The space between the heavy black lines represents
normel school progress. The‘spaca below the heavy black lines
"shows retardation, The grade placement of 73 truants shows a

retardation of 1 to 7 terms, while 37 had beén promoted regu-
larly (30: 4).

Reading Grade:
In Table V a comparison is made between the reading

grade and the grade in school. Those below the heavy black
lines are not reading up to grade. Only 15 of the truants
are reading up to grade (30: 4). |

In Table VI a comparison is likewise made between
the mental age and the reading grade of the truants. The
squares between the heavy lines show normal reading attain-
ment for their mental age. Ninety-one are reading above ex-
pectation. All but twelve of the truants are reading as well
or better than was to be expected. |

3. The Manhatten Report on Truanocy.
The study of truancy was continued in 1928, 1929 and 1930.
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The field was limited to two typical school districts of New
York City-—the Thirty-Second Attendance Distriétlin Brooklyn
and the Thirteenth District in Manha tter, The object was to
gtudy the mental, physical and environmental conditions of
truants in order to determine the factors involved and the
possible remedies that might assist in the solution of the
problem.

During this three-year period ninety-seven cases were
studied in the Menhatte: District.

The children were examined to determine the mental,
physical, educational and social conditions of each indivi-
.

dual, The more significant findings are the following (40:2,3,%).

School Progress:

22 pupils (or 23% are in the grades proper
for their age;

72 pupils (or 74%) were retarded from one to

nine terms,

Chronological Age:
64 pupils (or 67%) are in the 10% to 13

year group;
31 pupils ( or 30%) are in the 7 to 10%
year group.

The chronological age range was from seven years and

five months to fourteen years and seven months.




23

Intelligence Quotients and M. &.

The mental age range was from three years andbfour
months to seventeen years and two months.

The per cent with mental age below 10 years was 85%,

The per cent with I, Q.'s between 60 to 79 was 50%.

Grade Placement:

19 pupils (or 18%) were in grades 1 and 2;
43 pupils (or 45%) were in grades 3, 4, and 5;
30 pupils (or 26%) were in grades 6, 7, and 8,
Table VII shows the chronological ages of 37 truants
examined in 1929-30 in Manhatten and the grades in which they
are placed, Those within the heavy lines'a:e conéidered as
progressing normally for their age, Thirty-two per cent (32%)
ere located in their proper grades while SV%Fare retarded
one or more terms., Only 11% are accelerated from 1 fo 3
terms.,
Approximately 67% of all the cases studied were above
10 years and 6 months, (The table was in the Report but the

data were not. fllled in./ " summary of the data, however, wasVﬂ@;;

- the Report ) S
Table VIII shows the relationship between actual attain-

ment and grade placement in reading. It is significant to
note that 79% of the truants are retarded 2 terms or more,
Only 4 pupils (11%) are included within the lines which mark
off the cases in which the reading ability is equal to the

8rade in which they have been placed.»
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Table IX shows the mental age and grade placement for
37 truants in 1929-30. It is to be noted there is a marked
discrepancy between grade ability and grade placement, Sixty-
two percent (62%) of the pupils are placed 2 or more terus
above the grade in which they ocould actually maintain them-
selves if they work to capacity. Only 9 cases are within
the lines that indicate the mental age normal for the grade.
(The table is not given as the data were omitted in the origin-.

~al manuseript copy and only a summary given in the body‘or thgmhj

report). .
4. The Hirsdansky Report

Doctor Hirsdansky summarizes the psychiatric and physical
defects found in two groups of truants examinéd in 1929-30.
One group of 37 children was ih Manhati®m; a second group of
98, in Brooklyn—135 in all,

The psychiatric defects are listed in Table X, It is to
be noted that 55 or 40% showed personality disorders either

arganic or functional (25:1).

The more important physical defects are listed in
Table XI. Doctor Hirsdansky remarks that some of the chil-

dren have héd previous truancy records and that in the course

. of their various examinations many of their physical defects

had been cared for, so that the percentage of defects found

' may not be as high as the percentage of similar groups (25 :3).

3 Dr. Hirsdansky says: #Truancy 1s‘a phase of social
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paladjustment, which, if allowed to go on untreated, may result
jp criminal conduct. It is an evidence of anti-social atti- |
tudes and a symptom of wrong development" (25: 3).
SUMMARY
The following facts stand out among the data of the

foregoing reports and deserve attention:

| l. The mental disability under which the truants are
attacking the school curricula can be seen from en analy-
tical consideration of the intelligence quotients, mental
}, ages, grade placements and subject disabilities of the
different groups under consideration.

In the Farrell study of 32 cases there are only two
pupils with anvI. Q. over 100, while the group median is 76.
The M. A. of 28 pupils (or 7% of the group) is 10 years or
below. In 73% of the cases the reading ability was two or
more terms below their official gradings. Twenty-five pupils
are retarded from one to seven terms, yet over one-third of
the group have grade ability two or more terms bhelow their
grade placement.

In the McElwee study of 100 truants there was only one
pupil with an I. Q. over 100, with a median I. Q. of 73 for
the group. The median M. A. was 8 years and 6 months. Only
15 of the truants were reading up to grade. The grade place-

ment shows 73 truants retarded from 1 to 7 terms.

In the Manhatten gtudy of 98 cases, eighty-five per cent
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of the group hed a M, A. below 10 years, while 50% have an
I. Q. between 60 and 80. Of 37 truants examined in 1929-30,
62% are plaeed two or more terms above the grade they could
actually maintein themselves if they worked to capacity.

These figures indicate that mental disability is probably
an important factor in the problem of truancy and that greater
consideration should be given to a reorganization of the sehool
curriculum to suit the needs of these problem children.

2., The truant child also labors under a considersble
physical handicap. The data are not so convineing &s those
for the mental handicap, yet they are nevertheless weighty.

The Farrell reports shows two-thirds of the truants
suffering from psychic disorders of sufficient seriousness
to be easily detected. The average number of defects is
not striking, yet we are informed that 13 of the 32 have phy-
sical defects so serious that they might be considered active
contributing factors to the child truancy.

The Hirsdansky Study reports 40% of 135 pupils examined
as suffering from psychic disorders. No statement is made as
to the probability of any of the physical defects contributing
to truaney. |

3. To a seemingly large extent the truant child is

handicapped by his environment. The Farrell Report, however,
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ijs the only one of these mentioned that touches on this
fector. She states that in 17 cases, which is 53% of
those examined, there was either a '"broken home" or "bad
home conditions."

These studies covered only small groups of truants,
yet they showed that 1t is only by careful examination--
educational, psychological, psychiatric and social in char-
acter that the problem of truancy can be understood and
managed. In practically all of these cases the picture of
the truent was a complex one. The examination revealed
a picture of faulty mental or personality development,
poor environment, serious physical defects, forced promo-

tions, and wrong classification in school.
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Chepter II, -

Iruancy in Several Other Cities.

The cities that appear in this study have not been chosen
pecause of any special prerogatives apart from size in pppula—
tion (1930 Census) and availability of data put out by their
poards of education., In considering the data, the writer found
it impractical to take the cities collectively and study them
in a comparative way because of the lack of & common approach
1 in eompiling and organizing the different facts of their respect}
ive school organizations. The cities, therefore, are‘taken up
successively and a résgmé of the truancy situation is given in
each case in so far as the data are available, The summary at
the end of the chapter does, however, attempt to bring out the
salient points of all the cities and even in a comparative way
as far as this can be done, The truancy situation in Chicégo
and the attitude of the Board of Education in regards to truanoy
fare viewed from the background established by this chapter,

l, Baltimore City.
(Population 804,874)

According to the Census Report taken by the Police in 1929
there were 157,881 childrem in this eity. The total enréllment
in all schools, public, private and parochial was 139,896 (3: 207
The cases of absence reported are as follows: o

Public SChoOlS csescccecsc.s 78,792
Parochial Schoo0lS eeceeee. 4,645
. 53,457

).
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Of these, the number of unlawful absences was 25,145 (3:208).
The analysis of the causes was as follows:

Truants ® O 60O 60 e0 00000000 a0 6’307
Indifference in HomMGsesvoeoss 9,927
DiSCipline ® 00900 0P OGOECOEPOSOLTPOCIDN 724
Other CauSeS sucevccesesesasl0,397
Latoness .cececevcececssscess_1,790

The truancy summary is as follows:

Number of truants reported by schools eeesseeees 6,307
Actual number of children involved .eecceseces.o 2,371
Number of repeaters © 90000000000t scs000Ps 00 1,279
Number taken to Juvenile Court and School Court. 1,491

Number taken to magistrate ..ccecsseececcccccsas 7
Number sent to White Parental SchooOl..cveecceeee 104
Number sent elsewhere (White) eeceececececccansne 69
Number sent to Colored Parental School..eceveeece.. B4
Number sent elsewhere (Colored) cceceeedvecssccecs 14

In 1930 the officer -pupil ratio for the public schools
was 1:4802 (3: 170).

2, Boston
(Population, 787,271)

The Annual Report of the Attendence Department for 1929-30
presents statistics dealing with the number of investigations,
the Boston Disciplinary Day School, the Court Cases, the Evening
Schools, and the Social Service Activities. The total number of]
investigations was 70,454 and are distributed over twelve groups|.
The main ones are: Investigations in the day intermediate and

day elementary schools, 35,816; investigations in the Latin, day

—

high, and industrial schools, 12,043; investigations in the paro
¢hial schools, 3,387; investigations in the continuation schoolsj|,
4,644; investigations in the evening schools 3,356 (4: 1-3).
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| The number of individual truants in the day intermedigte
and day elementary schools is 1875 amd in the Latin, day high
and industrial schools, 298 (4: 5-6), The distribution as

to ages, gfades and causes of truasncy for individual truants
in the day intermediate and day elementary schools is shown
in Table XII.

3. Chicago, Illinois
Population, 3,375,329)

In the report of the Director of Attendance for 1929-30,
tﬁe total number of individual truants reported from public
and private schools, elementary, junior and senior high, con-
tinuation schools, prevocational schools, and special centers
was 6,388, Eight hundred and fifty of the ‘truants, however,
were‘eighth grade graduates—~hitherto immune from compulsory
attendapce, Of the 6,388 individual truants, 5,656 were boys
and 732 were girls (1l: 7)., The total number of repeaters
.was'3,l44——boys, 2,994 and girls, 150, Three thousand two
hundred forty-four (3,244) did not repeat the offense
aftér they were referred to the attention of the truant
officers (11l: 8).

The number of truant officers in field serviece for the
year 1929-30 was 123, They cover 348 elementary, junior high
and senior public high schools and branches, special centers,

prevocational schools and 130 of the private schools (1l: 3).
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4, ‘Detroit
{Population, 1,373, 985)

The total school enrollment for the year 1929-30 was

289,046, This includes publie, private, and parochial schools.

puring this year 196,662 reports were received by the Bureau
of Attendance from the different schools. Of these 13,787
were truant ceses. The summary of these cases can be seen

in Table XIII.

3. (%%%h%%%iigf’ ?glifornia
| The City of Los Angeles has a total school enrollment
of 316,351. The total number of cases reported to the Divi-
gion of 4ttendance during the first semester of 1929-30 was
1 16,720. The cause of absence was attributed to 38 aiffer-
ent factors, of which truancy was one.

The total number of pupils reported truants this sem-
ester was 1011. These were distributed as follows: 612
elementary, 241 junior high, 155 senior high and 3 in private
schools. The summary appears in Table XIV,

The disposition of thesé 16,729 cases was affected in
39 diverse ways. The number of times truants were returned
to school was 3,531 times, distributed among the different
races, white, Negro, Chinese, Japanese, Mexican, Russian,

Hebrew and others (29: 1, 2).
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6. Milwaukee
(PopuIlat®ion, 572,557)

The nuﬁber of persons of school age residing in Mil-
waukee on June 30, 1929, was 132,692, Of these, 70,839
attended public schools for 32 weeks or more, and 33,390
'attended private schools for the same length of time. The
writer could get no further data of any purport &s regards
attendance or non-attendance (35: 98).

7. Minneapolis
(Population, 464,753)

In 1928-8 the total enrollment was 86,537, which in-
cludes high school pupils and others to ‘the number of 19,66é
(36: 111). The total number of reports received by the Bureau
of Attendance from the Elementary Schools ﬁas 5,394, of which
4,703 were from public and 691 from private and parochial

schools. Of these the unlawful absences were 2,527.
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The reasons for the latter as found by the school social
wgorkers were as follows (36: 133):

Truaney eccececeeccecossceess 1,206
Indifferent parents ........ 821
Economic pressur® ..c.cccees 114
Illegally employed ..cceceee 30
Trouble in School ..eccenves - 7
RUNBWAY cccceeeccsnccrscccons 57
Moving 3 days or more ...... 102
Excluded ...ccveevcncccnncea 37
Miscellaneous ..cccccessccees 153

2,527

The Department has 65 nurses‘and 7 sehool social workers
who do the work of attendance officers (36: 54). The policy

of the Department is to exhaust all other resources berore

court action. During the past year only one Qase of indiffor«.

{ ent parents was brought into the Municipal court and that was
withdrawn by the Departmént and further work put uponlit

(36: 133). -Of the children, 65 were taken into the Juvenile
Court. Forty-nine of these were given an informal hearing
and later eleven of them weré brought directly into the Court

-with 16 others.

These 27 cases were dispoéed»of as follows:

Probation .ccceecencececcee 5
County Home School ....... 15
State Tralning School .... 2
Custody of Children'sg

Protection Society ....... 1
Stay of Sentence ........._ 4

27
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The 2041 reports of truancy in both schools were
adjusted as follows:
Returned to High sSchool ...... 1,617

Left city 000000'00.0000..0..0 221
Over COmpulSOTY AZE veveeeeess 114

Correctional Institutions .... 17
Sehools Outside Minmesota .... 38
Employment Certificates ...... 4
Home Permits seseeeesscececeees 30

2,041

8. New York City
(Population, 6,981, 927)

The enrollment in the public day schools in November,
1930, was 1, 131,170 and in the parochial schools in Octover,
1930 was 183,012 (Chatfield: letter).

In 1929-30 the number of attendance officers and super-
visors was a$ follows:

Attendance o6fficers e¢...vo.... 875
Assistant officers ........... 30 (census)
Distriot Supervisors ..eee.... 29
Division Supervisors .eceecees 8

Chief Attendance QOfficer ..... 1
Total 343

The number of individual truants for 1929-30 was 8,082,
These were distributed as follows:

1l A to 8 B, inclusive ...... 4,615
Ungr&ded ® @ ¢ 8060000920000 000900 201
Graduates ...eecevececccccss 23
9 A or 1 A High to 4 B High
School inclusive eeeeesceess 891
Continuation seeeeveeeesssss 1,912
Other Grades sccecesconsones 23
Grades not stated .eeeeeee.. 417
Total 8,08¢
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The Department of Attendance in Newark is composed
of a Director, Assistant-Director, School Census Officer,
gpecial Officer, twenty male attendance officers, eleven
remale attendance officers, four bus attendants, six clerks -
(42: 1). This department has investigated and adjusted a
total of 37,563 cases of absence, truancy énd attendance in
11929-30. Of these cases, 36,110 were reported by principals
of public schools and %&53 were reported by principals and
‘| teachers of private and parochial schools. The annual re-
| port deals statistically with the cases handled during the
year.

The city has held parents to strict accountabilit y.
In 1929-30 there were 70 parents prosecuted and convicted
for violations of the Compulsory Education Law and %&96
parents were summoned to court to be warned by the Assistant
Director of the Bureau (42: 5).

10. Philadelphia :
(Population, 1,964,430)

' The number of pupils enrolled in the public schools at
the close of the school year June 30, 1929 was 251,860
(45: 17).

"The Pennsylvania State‘Department of Publie¢ Instruction

‘Tequires at the close of each school year a report of unlawful

f—
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and unexcused absence analyzed by grade groups and according
to the three principal causes of such absence—~indifference on
the part of the parent, illegal employment, and %ruancy”

1453 20). Such reports have been presented for three consecu-
tive years and show but slight variation from one another.

In the report of 1928-29 it is to be noted that the per-
centage of absence due to parental neglect was 1.0l per cent,
to illegal employment .0l per cent, and to truancy .24 per centd
(45: 21) Parental neglect is, therefore, responsible for four |
times as much &bsence as truancy and illegal employment.

Likewise unexcused absence among boys is half again as
 vgreat as that of girls., Boys lose twice as much time as girls
by illegal employment and seven times as much through truancy
(45: 21).

| The total number of truancy cases reported to the atten-
i dance officers of public and parochial schools was 29,047.
The number of individual truants was 8,582—7,396 boys;
{1,186 girls. Of these, 7,020 were occasional, 1,246 were fre-
. quent, and 316 were habitual (45: 27).
| "The grouping by age brings out the interesting fact that
'Atruanoy of boys and girls began at the age of six and increased
‘]in each age group to the fifteenth year. The grouping by
| erades showed that truancy began with boys and girls in the

;tirst grade and increased thereafter in each grade until the
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The Report points out two important conclusions:

(1) That these children require individual study and treat-
ment on a social case work basis, and (2) That this study
should begin early in the child's truancy, if possible be~
fore they become involved in other serious trouble which
prings them into court (45: 32),
(11) Rochester, N. Y.
(Population, 325,019)

The enrollment in the Rochester public schools as of
June 1, 1928 was 48,558—o0f wiaich 40,162 were in the elemen-
tary grades, and 8,396 in the secondary and higher schools
',(49: 569).

The attendance officers number ten (49: 552).

During 1926-67 approximately 18,000 were reported to and
investigated by the Attendance Department (49: 554). At
f‘the present time illegal absence constitutes less than one-
half of one percent of the total amount of absence (49: 554).

The writer could discover no further deta as regards

’truancy.
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SUMMARY:

A. Extent of Truancy;
B. Attitudes towards Truancy;
C. Chicago and Its Truants.

| 4. Extent of Truancy.
In covering the reports either of the Director of Atten-

dance or of the Superintendent of Schools of these différent
'»_cities, the writer finds it impossible to make asny comparison
as to the éxtent of fruancy in the various cities. The reason
{1 for such a situation is not lacking. The concept of truancy

| yvaries from city to eity. The City of Newark, for example,
will not classify pupils as truants but simply as problems

:of academic maladjustment or the result of parental neglect
and indifference. Philadelphia, following the State law of
‘Pennsylvania, must classify unlawful and unexcused absences

| into three groups: indifference on the part of the parent,
illegal employment, and truancy; A clear distinction is thus
A;made between truancy as & cause and indifference in the parents
as a cause, In the City of Boston, however, the number of

- Individual truants is given and the contributing causes &are
stated, In the elementary schools these causes run to the
number of 20 énd some read: indifference in the home, both
parents work, domestic trouble, The pupils coming under these
last headings are classified as truants in Boston but would

not be so c¢lassified in Philadelphia. The same is true of

the city of Los Angeles whose absences are grouped under




47

;causes. Many of these overlap such as "reported truants,"®

pregular attendance, " "round‘at home," "not enrolled,™ "rodnd

e

e,

'“,treet," "found in place of amusement,"” and so on. In Los

o

5i,les these different causes stand on a par; in Philadelphia,
,;y would be grouped under truancy and parental indifference;
L Boston, they would come under truancy alome. The City of

York held 86,170 investigations of unlawful absence in

f;termine with exactitude the extent of truancy.
:; Attitudes towards Truancy:
1. Rochester, N. Y.;
2. New York City;
3. Philadelphia;

4. Newark, N, J.;

5. Baltimore, Md.;

6. Other Cities.

1. Roghester, N. Y.

In its latest report, the Board of Education states

Zhat prior to 1924, the process of dealing with truants
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, one "of scaring the child rather than of placing the

}ponsibility where it belongs, on the parent" (49: 551).

reason why the parent is held responsible for absence from
éqool is well expressed by a former director of the Atten-
gice Division of their State Department of Education. "Stu-
ints of compulsory education in America, as well as students
f?ghe more progressive and advanced nations of Europe, recog-
5&3 the fact that school attendance laws should and must be
’frated against the responsible party, the head of the fam-
fg, rather than the child, if the purpose to be accomplished
f?thg beneficient laws is to have any proper chance of
falization” (49: 553).

f *In every nation under a constitutional government,
%me the rights of the child to education are inherently
%‘lawfully recognized, lavs enacted for the child's pro-
ﬁtion are executed against the parent or one in pérental
aation and to the extent that this procedure is carriéd

éward, so-called truaney-—which is a misnomer as there is

;lactually one truant in a hundred so-called truants,

; we meke this statement upon the authority of a quarter
{a century's study of the problem—becomes almost negli-
@1. as to fact" (49: '553),

;’ From the academic point of view, Rochester gives part-
ilar attention to any kind of personal handicap on the

$ of the child. When such children are located, adjust-

[ —
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ments are made in environment, curriculum and teaching pro-
cesses to help‘them to become happy, healthy and normally
gelf-confident members of the social group (49: 469).°

Truancy, then, is hardly recognized. It becomes a matter
either of adjusting the pﬁpil along academic lines or laying
| ¢the responsibility upon tﬁe parents. The procedure appears
t 4o be working. The Rochester report of 1928 states that
: jllegal absence constitute less than one half of one per

| cent of the total amount of absence (49: 554).

2. New York Gity

The City of New York is adopting the philosophy of
diagnosing the needs of the truant child. It states that
- "no thoroughly, considered, articulation plan for the elim-
ination of truancy has yet been worked out or even con-
&Asidefed"(se: 19). It realizes that the "problem of the
? truant has by no means been solved by thé prescription of
?confinement in the Parental School for a short space of
time." It advocates "the expert examination of each boy,
- and the collection of all personal and environmental in-
 rormation which ‘may throw light on his actions," and says
‘"ag rapidly as possible it should come to pass that no
ohild should be committed to the Parental Sehool until it
fhas been definitely shown that he will not respond to thor-

foughly planned remedial work based upon a careful diagnosis

¥
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of his needs--mental, physical, and environrental" (38:20, 22).

The recommendation of twenty probationary'schools for
each 250 truants to be estaﬁlished throughout the city was
made several yedrs ago by the Director of Attendance to
Association Superintendent Edson (38: 23). In 1927-28 nearly
7,000 were placed on probation for truancy, yet no adequate
program to meet the situation has been undertaken even up to
1930 (38: 23). Dr. O'Shea deplores the situation ana says:
nThe great difficulty heretofore has been to have such schools -
in view of the still unsatisfied demands for elementary
schools and high schools. The time has not yef arrived when .
school building needs are provided for on the basis of the
kind of educational facilities require for varying types of
personality" (38 :24), '

3., Philadelphia, Pa.

As the reader has already seen, the regulations of the

l:'.Si’czad:e Department of Public Instructors require that unexcused

absences be classified under the folloWing headings:'

(a) parental neglect; (b)illegal employment; (c¢) truaney (45:24“.
"The term *truancy' is used to designate the willfui ab-

;;sence of a child frbm school without his parents' consent and

ifusually without their knowledge" (45: 27). |

The number of truant cases in 1929-30 was 8,582 and of

ﬁjthese, 316, were rated as habitual truants (45:27). A careful
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gtudy of 270 of these was made ahd facts brought out to make
"4t clear that habitual truancy from school is not only an
educat ional problem but also a social problem. The report
gays: "Two important conclusions seem to follow; (1) that
‘these children require individual study and treatment on a
.gocial case work beasis, and (2) that this study should begin
.early in the child's truancy, if possible before they become
;involved in other serious trouble which brings them into

{court."

These conclusions indicate the changing attitude toward

YT

‘truants as such. Yet even now for the most part, "truants",

g&o quote, Dr. 0O'Shea, Superintendent of the New York City

{5chools, "are regarded generally as deservedly objects of

%epression or compulsion, for whom the Parental School is
:ihe proper place since it removes from the full time day
fschool of a rebellious, unconforming individual" (38: 19).

The writer wonders whether the "special classes" of

;kis is to be expected because in recent years principals of
i}hools have been considering truant children as disciplinary
f}ses and recommending their transfer to special classes"

?;5: 27). These facts run counter to some special classes in




.other citles organized to suit personally children who may
hbe handicapped mentally, phyéically, socially or otherwise.
} mne average per cent of attendance for 1929-30 was 87,5 in

5the Montefiore Special School, Chicago (52: 14). In the

f)rlington Avenue Special School of Newark, New Jersey, the
'p,rcentage of attendance for the school year 1929-30 was

‘elose tO 99, with a city average of 92,2 (41: letter).

3

4. Newark, New Jersey
The city does not maintain any school for truants and

'does not seem to recognize truancy as such for no pupils

:are classified in reports as truants. "truancy" according
é}o them, "is due primarily to maledjustment in the academic
%ype of school” (41: letter), The Newark school system
;anges from the traditional to the platoon type of school

b

iand maintains some academic schools on all-year basis in

;ddition to some special schools and has reduced to a min-
Eﬁmum those away from school, "In purely truancy

;ﬁases the attitude of Newark has always been that the par-
:}nts are directly responsible and that the law intended
i&hat they should share the responsibility of securing

regular attendance” (41: letter).

5. Baltimore, Maryland
The eity of Baltimore has practically nothing to say
About truants in its ennual report of 1929-30. It does,

52
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nowever, indirectly manifest its attitude towards these
problem cases in dealing with the aim of the Department
1 of Education, This is "to provide for each child a type
of educational program that is best suited to his indivi-
dual needé, and to do this economically and ut reasonable

| cost" (46: 17).

During this year one of the significant steps taken

%;gaucation, to have charge of the organization and adminis-
'?tration of special curricula for mentally, physically,
éand educationally handicapped children (46: 17 and 19).
The scope of the work with which this division is
iboncerned and the record of major accomplishments during

gihe year will be considered in the last chapter of this

fwork .

6. Other Cities

’ The reports received from the cities of Boston,
iftroit, and Los Angeles were of a statistical nature and
Tlve little information as to the policies back of them.
;?o data have been coﬁpiled in a detailed and thorough way
id indicate remarkable efficiency in the organization and
?iration of the attendance departments. The diagnosis of

rd

;gant problem cases in this way is rather complete.and points
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out the remediel work that is to be done.
3. Chicago and Its Truants

In closing this chapter, the writer wishes to state
here the attitude of the Chicago Board of Education towards
truancy and the extent of truancy in this city in so far as
it may be known. |

Realizing the divergence of opinion as to the 8engept
of truaﬁoy as mentioned in this chapter, the writer, never-.
theless believes he can use the figures on truancy in differ-
ent cities as quoted in this study to show that the extent
of truancy in Chicago is not out of the ordinary. /The sumnary

is as follows:

City Population | Number of
(1930 census) Individual Truants
Baltimore 804,874 6,307
Boston 787,271 2,173
Detroit 1,573,985 13,787
Los Angeles 464,753 | - 1,206 (% year
New York City 6,981,927 8,082
Philadelphia 1,964,430 | 8,582
Chicago | 3,375,329 6,388

In proportion to the population it is to be noted that

Chicaego ranks low among the cities mentioned .t/

——

’ follows: Detroit, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Boston, Los /

“

(1) -- On a percentile basis these cities would rank as |

Kg‘Angeles Chioago ‘New York. e




}% expressed yearly by William L. Bodine, Superintendent of Com~
§  pulsory Education., In his report of 1929-30, he states in

3 department: "If other social agencies proseouted parents
iinwre and children less, juvenile delinqueney would soon be
élreduoed to the minimum in Chicago. In reaching the basic
?;ggg§g of so many tragedies of childhood, namely, lax parent-
f;hood, and the home that qualifies children for corrective

S?institutions——the administrative policy of the Bureau is to

55

The attitude of the Board of Education inasmuch as it may]
be known is in keeping with the views of the leading cities o
the country. There is the growing tendency towards expert
e;amination of the truant child to find out just what are his
problems and to solve them as well as can be done by proper
academic ddjustment in attempting to £it school work and
school activities to the special needs of problem children.
The evidence of this movement is seen in the establishment of
the Montefiore Special School in 1929 and of the Mosely Schoo]
in 1930.

.The attitude towards the parents of these children is

speaking of the prosecution of the parents of truants by his

iﬁtemper law enforcement with humanistic concept of economie
foonditions existing in Chicego during seasonal unemployment
?lmong fathers, improvident widowhood, wife desertion and

%ﬁepressive poverty" (11l: 2).
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CHAPTER III

Truancy Problem Cases in Chicago

1. Grave Cases of Truancy among Boys;

II. Mild Cases of Truancy among Boys;

III. Truanocy Cases at the Institute for Juvenile Research;
IV. Truancy among Girls.

The individual truancy cases on record at the Bureau of
ompulsory Education, Chicago, numbered 7,388 in public and
private schools for the scholastic year of 1929-30. The year
was not exceptional in any way. Of the6,388 truants there

were 3,244 who did not repeat the offense after once being

referred to the truant officers and 3,144 who ran the total

number of truancies up to 10,046. The number of truant boys

|was 5,656 and girls 732, (11: 3, 7, 8).

The writer studied the group of repeaters only. The grave

3 c8ses were cansidered to be those transferred to special truant

I rooms in different schools or to the Montefiore Special Center

for boys. The policy of the Bureau is to have all problem

cases, apart from emergency ones, pass through this process

‘| with the hope of rendering court action unnecessary. Most

cases then are recorded, studied, diagnosed and given correct-

ive treatment with the means available. The writer confined
his study of grave cases to the big main group of boys at the

Montefiore Special Center.
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The mild cases were considered to be the main groﬁp of
repeaters who humbered 3144 in 1929-30. The records of these |
were not available, so the writer took the same group for the
first semester of 1930-31. He took every tenth one and sought
what data there were to be had from the prinecipal of the
school of such problem cases. |

The cases at the Institute of Juvenile Research have been
referred there for special study either by the parents or
guardians of the child or else some social agency or court or
school. The records have been written up frqm the year 1923
to 1927. There are on file 588 cases of straight truancy of
white boys; 125 of white girls; 67 of negro boys, and 21 of
negro girls. The writer limited himself to a study of 100
white boys and 25 white girls covering a litile more than the
year 1927. . The writer does not consider these as ;epresenta-
tive of any group of boys or girls or of any place unless it
be truents in general. The diagnosis @one is by experts and

as thorough as our limited knowledge will allow.

1. Grave Cases among Boys

The findings in these cases have all been gathered, as al-
ready stated, from the files of the Montefiore Special Center

for the school year 1928-30. The enrollment for the year was

%__A N




{1 718 (52: 11). Of these, 438 were truant cases. The data
available have been grouped under the following captions with
their respective subdivisions:~

A. Mental sStatus:

1. Chronological Age and Grade Placement;
2. Intelligence Quotient;.
3. Scholarship.

B, Soecial Status:

1. Economic Status of Home;
2. Parental Status; :
3. Nationality;

4., Religion.

C. Physical Status.

A. Mental Status

I. Chronological Age and Grade Elacameﬁt.

The grade placement is from second grade up to and in-
cluding eighth grade. The chronological age runs from eight
to sixteen years., The distribution is shown in Table XV,

The figures between the heavy black lines indicate the pupils
of normal age in each grade. Any figures above the upper
heavy line would indicate underage pupils, while those below
the heavy line indicate overage pupils. Eighteen pupils only
are in the grades for their chronological age--the rest,

420 (or 95.%), are retarded from one to seven years. The

average amount of retardation in school work is approximately

three years,




The digtribution of retardations is as follows:
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The first element in the makeup of these problem cases
"rseems to be one of mental retardation.

2. Intelligence Quotiént, (I. Q.)

The I. Q.'s of the pupils were determined on the entrance
to the Montefiore Special by the Kuhlmann-iAnderson Group
Intelligence Test and the Kuhlmann-Binet Individual Intelli-
gence Test,

‘The I, Q. fange is from the 50's to 120 and over with a
median I, Q. of 78,8, The distribution can ben seen in Figure
7. It is to be nqted‘fhat only 19 have an I. Q. over 100,
while over two~-thirds (or B7,6%) are found in %hev703and 80 gro
These findings seem to qffer'some understanding of retarda-
tion in the grades. The correlation between the two smack
of connivance, yet the giade placement w.s that of the |
respective schools whence the pupils came, while the I. Q.
was determined at the Special School. The following findings
~on scholarship’throw 8till more light on the general mental
mekeup of this truant group.

PS8,

S




62.

3. Scholarship.

The grouping of the pupils under the five headings
excellent, good, average, poor, failure—is the one used in
rating pupils in the public schools of Chicago. The attesta-
¢ton is the one that comes from the contributing and not the
special school. The summary is as follows:

Scholarship. : Number of Truants.
Excellent 0.‘......‘0.0......0....0....1
G’OOd 0...0‘.0...0..0.0...l..l.00000000016»
Average .0.'00.000.0.0000000000.l.'....58
Poor ‘.‘.0.'..C.OO....'....'Q.:....0..874
Failure ® 0 & & 6 5 & & 0 0 06 0 5 0.8 0 8 0 00 00000 80O s 89
Total 438

The number that are ranked "poor" and "failure"™ make up
82.9% of the entire group. This corresponds with 86.1% of
| the seme group who have an I. Q. below 90; and also of 95.7%
{of the group who retarded in school from one to seven year.

% The divers findings seem to be in keeping one with another
and indicate individuels in the first place with a considera-

‘|ble mental handicep in the scholastic forum.

B. Soeial Status.

1. Eoconomic Status of Home.

The homes of these truant boys have been classified under
|four distinct headings: very'poor, poor, comfortable, and
very comfortable.

A very poor home was considered to be one that was not

;is a rule self-sustaining but required the help of some char-
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jtable organization. A poor home was held to be one that was
self-sustaining as a rule and did not need the assistance of
any charity organization. A comfortable home was considered
to be one well above any fear of want and withva certain a-
mount of cheer in it. A very comfortable home was held to So
one considerably above the general standing of living in the
neighborhocd.

Under such headings the families were classified as
follows:

VOery POOT ceeceoccsoccaccocns 175
Poor ® & & & 5 95 % 5 P G GO T e BN P9 e ]B5

Comfortable e.eeeeecececas eee 71
Very comfortable ............ 4
: 435

These figures show that 82.7% of the boys come from homes

that are classified as poor and very poor.

2. Parental Status

The following data give some conception of home situations

- as regards the parents themselves, but no information as to

failings such as viciousness and drunkeness.

Father dea@d ececcscccececccoace 7D
Mother dead .eeveeevecreesses 40
Both dead ® ® 8 & & & ¢ & 05 % 0 90 s 0 0D 7
Separated c..ccccvccccccaces 85
Divorced ceccecsccsscccsceee 14
Father deserted ..cccceeeees 20
One inS8Ne ceeecsccssscccaee 14
Blind ® 6 ® & & S 0 8 0 ¢ 0 F OSSO S e 3
Crippled ...ccocecosccccccse 9




Mother WOrkS s.eceeeecs.
BOth WOrk svvveeeennneen
Both out of work .......
Father unemployed ...... 4

[RERE

3. Nationality

The nationality of'pupils in the Montefiore School has
been‘determined from the place of nativity of the father.
The findings are shown in Figure 8., Mr. Stullken,
|principal of the Montefiore School, writes of all the pupils:
|"While over 60% of the boys in school are either Polish, Italian
or Negro, there is no indication that it is because of the
|ehild's race or nationality that he has been a problem:in the
; regular schools of Chicago™ (52: 13). The above-mentioned
>‘national groups of boys mainfain together approximately the
same percentage among the truant cases.
4. BReligion

: A study of the nominal religion effiliations of pupils
enrolled in the Montefiore School reveels the following
results:
CAtholiC sevveesesss.. 285
Protestant secceeeeee. 76

Jewj.Sh ® 6 © 8 2 O 6 O & s 0 68 o 40
Affiliation not known. 37
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C. Physical Status

The boys of the Montefiore School are examined by the
school physician and the nurse furnished by the Department
of Health., A summary of the physical defects found in the
& 438 truant boys of 1929-30 is as follows:

Malnutrition and Anemia ........ 200
Enlarged Lymph Glands .eeeeece.e 241
Enlarged ThyI'Oid ® 8 000060000 s 50
Nervous Diseases ceeevceoecceses 43
Cardiac Dise@S6S ccceecsssesncee S0
Defective Speech ...ceveveccesnse 6
Suspect Tuberculosis ..c.ceeesess 7
Respiratory Disease ............ 15
Skin Disease ....eveveeve... eees 15
Rachitic Type * * 65 O 00 8 68 st 0 4
Other orthopedic Defects eecec. 3
Abdominal Defects ..eevecececcen 2
Defects of Vision ccveieceececcns. 151
Other Diseases Of Eye .ecccecces
Defect of Hearing e..coeceesecees 55
Ear Dise8Se cceieeccetsceceecnee &
Defective Nasal Breathing ...... .10
Defects of Palate ..eceecceccces 1
Hypertrophied Tonsils ..¢cec.... 248
Adenolds ..ccccieersccnsennesces 164
1210

II. Mild Cases of Truancy among Boys

The data from these cases have been gathered from a

zﬂampling of the habitual truant repeaters (boys) on file at
%&he Bureau of Compulsory Bducation for the first semester of
?&he school year of 1930-31, The name of every tenth pupil was
iaken and a letter requesting information was sent to the
i?incipal of the school he attended. An exception was made

;en the pupil was enrolled at the Montefiore or Mosely School
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as these are special schools. Such cases were considered with
reference to the boys at the Montefiore School under the grave
casés. Such a puplil's name, therefore, was passed over and
the next one in order taken up. |

The principal was asked to fill out an enclosed card that
requested the following information:

Chronological Age Mental Age (with date)
Intelligent Quotient Grade |
Nationality of father and mother Religion

Scholastic Standing Parental Status
Economic Status of Home Physical Defects

The scholastic standing, parental status, and economiec
status was determined by underlining a qualifying word or
phrase below the respective captions.

In all, the nemes of 137 boys were taken from the files
and letters sent to their respective principals asking for
the above data. Replies were received covering 133 of the
cases.

The returns could be summarized as follows:

No. of Cases. Results.

12 ....c..... No data at all available;
5  teeeeeeess Principal 4did not have time to
give data;
79 eevees.... Data rather meagre especially with
the absence of the I. Q. or M. A.;
37 ¢eeessec... Data sufficiently complete apart
from physical defects.




The data from these cases have been drawn up, as for the
grave cases, under the following groﬁpings:

A, Mental Status:

1. Chronological Age and Grade Placement;
2, Intelligence Quotient;
3. Scholarship.

B. Social Status:

1. Economic Status of Home,
2. DParental Status;

3. Nationality;

4, Religion.

C. Physical Status.

A. Mental Status

1. Chronological Age and Grade Placement.
| The Chronological age range was from 8 jears up to and
including 16 years and the grade piacement from Grade I A
up to and including Grade 9 B. Data were available in
- 114 cases., The distribution for both chronological age and
' grade placement is shown in Table XVI. The figures between
- the heavy black lines indicate the pupils of normal age in
each grade according to the age-grade norm in use in the
Chicago publie schools in 1930-31. The figures above the heavy
line indicate overage pupils., Of the 114 pupils there is only
one underage and 18 who are in the‘grades proper for their chro

ological age., The remainder —83 1/3 per cent—are retarded
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grom one to 17 semesters. The average amount of retardation
“4in school work is approximately 4.4 semesters. The distribu-
tion of retardation is shown in Table XVII.

2. Intelligence Quotient (I.Q.).

Data on the I. Q. were available only in 39 cases. The
 range is from the 40's to 110 with a median I. %. of 73.l.
‘The distribution was as follows:

I

1 100-109 #0s 000 s st ecss e 5

1 I. Q. Number of Truants
E 90’99>.o.....-.a.o..-...-¢. g

80-89 DR R A A R R R R R I 8
70-79 oto-...-no.o.ooooooo-ll )
60-69 ...ciivectnccrcncccces O
50_59 @0 e 0000t et 0s st e 2
40-4gooaooo.--coo-.ooooooo' 1
39

The findings indicate that approximﬁtely 34 of these

%ould be classified, to say the least, as dull normals.

% 3. Scholarship.

' The pupils ave grouped according to the Tive-fold category
i ' the Chicago public sohool system, namely, excelleunt, good,
;rerage,'poor5 failure. %he rating was given in the cases of

T 0 pupils and was distriﬁuted as follows:

Scholarship Number of Truants

Excellent .......O.....‘......0.0..0 l

GOOd IR 2F S R T I B I Y A BE Y B B AR R 2N B B O R BN B BN BN AN 4
, S o =
: . Poor ® 0 86 6 8 0 0 060 8 05 40000 H s OSSO E s e b0 e 49
l:. Failure e 8 6 0 &6 08 8 0 0 60O O QOO OOt PO OSSO o 24
: o 110
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The number of those ranking "poor" and "failure" constituteé
over 66% of the entire group. “ “ A |
| The ranking of 39 pupils whose I. Q. was given in the pre-
ceeding section is as follows:
Scholarship Number of Truants
Excellent 5 & 06586085 00 000 0
Good ® ® % & & 60606 0000 00 000 0 l
Average c..o..co.oo'oooools
Poor .‘..‘.0.0.......‘0..14
Failure .O.."O...'.O....ll
39
These data apparently denote that approximately two out
of three truants are classified either as poor or failure.

B. Soclal Status

l. BEconomiec Status of Home.

The same classification of homes was used as for the
grave cases with ‘the same understandihg as to appellations.
‘These are: very poor, poor, comfortable and very comfortable.
The homes of 109 pupils were thus classified:

verypoor e o 5 085 ¢ 00 0 B e P s e e e 21
Poor ..‘...0...'0'.‘...-00000 46

Comfortable .s.cevececroeeess 41
Very comfortable ¢.ceeeveeea. 1
[og .

These data show that over 63% of the pupils come from
homes that are considered poor and very poor.

2. Parental Status.

These findings were taken from the returns in 114 cases
and give some idea of the broken home conditions of some of

these problem cases. They are as follows:
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Parental Status Number

Father dead ...ceeeeeveeecsse 26
Mother 4680 .eecevescceceses 16
Both dead ® 6 60090 06060 0000000
Stepfathers .cecvecececesnce
StepmoOthers «.vceeecvsosoces
Father deserted ....ceeceeee
Mother deserted .cceeceeceecss
Separated or divorced ......
Insane ® 6 0 0 % 5 00 2 0 OB OSSR O oo
One parent crippled ....eee.

ed
GOk

hH@H

3. Nationality.
The netionality of the pupils is determined here by inform-
ation as to the nationality of the father of the pupil. The
pational groups over ten were as follows:
POleS ® 6 6 80 06 00800000 36
Italians 2 6 & 0 6 0 & 08 0 ¢ 14
colored ® & 6 6 0 0 % 0 00 O O 14
IriSh LK BN IR BN N B N BN BN BN AN 2 ll
No information was forthcoming on 9 pupils. The remain-
ing 30 pupils were scattered among ten other national groups.
The complete results are shown in Figure 9.
4. Religion.
The religious affiliations of the truant pupils were
as follows: '
c&thOliG et O P B OOs oo 63
Protestant .....cc... 19

Jewiah 2 9 % & 000 s 0 0 0 5
Not Given cecoceee.cs 27
pary
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III. Truancy Cases at the Institute for

Juvenile Research, Chicago

The primary purpose of the Institute is to render service
tb the children and parents and teachers of the state. Each
year children in the hundreds come to the Institute to be ex-
amined by experts in %he art and science of ohild guidance.
They are brought by parents, teachers, or friends who wish
them to undergo this examination. .

"The pfoblems which bring children to the Institute range
in seriousness from the worrying of an over~conscientious but
teachable parent to genuine mental disease in the child; they
are as varied as the children are numerous, and everyone
of them presents material interesting to all students of human
nature, whether they call themselves scientific investigators
or not" (50: 3). The records of these problem cases have
accurmlated in the nineteen years of the history of the Insti-
tute of Juvenite Research and present a rioh field for explora-
tion by trained research workers. _

The records on straight truéncy cases have been written
up as has been already stated in this paper from the ysar 1923
to 1927 inelusive. There are on file 588 cases of white boys;
125 of white giris; 67 of negro boys and 21 of negro girls.
The records of each case generally ocontain the camplete social
history of the child, feéturing what can be known about his bac]

ground and developﬁent;ba thorough medical examination; an in-

LA
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telligence test; and a psychiatric interview. This psychiatriec
interview is given to f£ind out what can be known about the emo-
tional life of the ochild and what he really thinks about his
problems. The boy's problem is discussed at a staff meeting and
recommendations made for its solution.

The writer limited himself %o & study of 100 cases of white
poys and 25 white girls covering approximately the year 1927.
The cases themselves were all listed as straight truancy ones
by the statisticien of the Institute, Dr. Ackerson. The writer
therefore used this speoialiy prepared list, starting'with the
latest ones recorded, number 10,337 for the white boys, and

number 10,318 for the white girls, and worked backwards, study-

ing each case consecutively. The data are grouped under the

same captions as were used for the grave and the mild cases of

truancy, namely:

A. Mental Status.
B. Social Status.
C. Physical Status.

A. Mental Status

1. Chronological #ge and Grade Placement.
The chronological age runs from 6 years and Q.months to
18 years and the grade placemént from Grade I A to the
18econd year in high school inclusive. The distribution is

|shown in Table XVIII. The figures between the heavy black lines

gindicate the pupils of normal age in each grade according to

‘ﬁhe age-grade norm in use in the Chicago public schools in
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L

1930—31f The figures above the upper heavy line indicate under;
age pupils and those below the heavy line indicate overage
pupils. There are 28 pupils in the grades for their chron-
ological age with three that are underage. The rest to the
pumber of 69 are retarded from one to 1% semésters. The aver-
ege amount of retardation in school work is 4.7-semesters. The
distribution is shown in Table XIX,

2. Mental Age and Grade Placement.

In Table XX the mental age and grade placement of the
100 problem cases are shown, It is to be noted that only 35%
are within the lines that indicate the mental age norm for the
grade, Thirty-two (32%) are placed two or more semesters above
the grade in which they could actually maintain themselves
if they work to capacity. Seventeen(l?%) are placed two or
more semesters below the grade in which they could possibly
maintain themselves,

3. Intelligence Quotient.

The I, %, range is from below the fifties up to 120 and
over, with gnmedfﬁ@ I. Q. of 78.9. The distribution is shown}
in Figure (16,

4, Scholarship.

' The cases have been grouped under the five classifications

used in the Chiecago public sehools at this time, namely, excel-
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1ent, good, average, poor, failure. The writer could not alwaysg
find any definite statements coming from the school authorities
themselves and had to base his judgments on other objective ev~
| gence in the files but not that of the Institute itself. The
sunmery is as follows:

Scholarship Number of Truants

Excellent 6 06 0 0060 0 PG e B e 2
G’OOd ® 6 &6 5 8 & & O O 0 & 00 0SS O R O e 0 14
Average S & 6 5 & 0 0 006 0609000 08 00 00 21
Poor 0 80 00 050 0 0 06" 0000 15
Failure ..0.....0.0...0000..4—8-.
100

These numbers that are ranked "poor”_and nfailure' make

up 62% of the entire group. JThere is a certain corresﬁondence
| between the rankings and the intelligence quotients of this

seme group. <+his can be noted from the following resume:

below 90. "poor and failure"

B. Social Status

I. Q. Scholarship
18 truents with I. Q.'s 16 truants ranked as good
: over 100. and excellent.
1 16 truants with I. Q.'s 21 truants who are
; from 90 to 99. . ranked as aversage.
% 66 truants with I, 4.'s . .62 truants ranked as
¥

1. Economic Status of Home and Parental Status,

: (a) Economie Status of Home.

P i

From the economic point of view the homes of these probled

 cases were classified either as dependent or non-dependent.

Qﬁhe summary is as follows:

~——
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Number Status
87 ®6 o s 006000000 NOn‘dependent
10 «¢..vevvee.. Dependent

5 .....'.O‘.... Not specified
100 ‘

These figures merely indicate that the families were for
the most part self-supporting and not, therefore, in need of
5 the help of any charity. They do not mean fhat the homes were

desirable from all other points of view, as, for example, the
| moral and social, These latter were very poor in some cases.

(B) Parental Status.

The data that follow show the number of homes that are
broken and the underlying cause that brought this about. They
are as follows:

Father dead ......... 12
Mother dead ......... 14

Divorced .....c.00.0. 9
Separated .....cec000 4

Ingane ......e000..0.0 1
In prison ....ce0000s 1
41

In 9 cases there were step-parents.
2, Nationality.
The writer has drawn up the data showing the birthplaces
of the fathers and mothers, as over 90% of the boys were born -

in the United States. They are as follows:
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: Father Mother
United States .c.cccieeeeee Bl ceenvsevcnsaes 89
POl&nd ® 9 6 6 06 5 0600606 0% 0690008 000 17 o 06 0 0 5 09 000 s 18
- T
Austria ...cceicecerccesenes
Russia ...ccivienveecvenne
Lithuania .eceecevececocees
GOrMANY covovsv:coencocense
HURGATY tociecenocscnnncnse
Czecko-SlavakiQ .eiececeen
England & Ireland ........
Norway & Sweden ....... .o
TUPKOY veceeecresrovennsne
‘Latvia c.iieieseccncncnnnns
Denmark ¢..cceveveeecenssns
Bohemia ...cececevcvcecncen
GI'86CO tecteeccccscsacnnss
UnKnown ..ceooeecascscccces_1d cocieeececasss_ 1
100

e e s 0000 0800000
6 0006000000290
s 6 0 ¢ 5 0 006 v e
o0 e B o000t o
LAY B B B 2R 2R B N I ]
® : 9000 00000000
® s s 08060008000
® 8 0606000008 0000
® % 00 8 00 000 065
0 00 0080000
® 6 c v 0 0P s et 0 e
........ s 0 8 v

® 00 08 00000 0000

COOHFHOMDODDIOOTUIY

*0¢ & 5 & 0 5 & 5 & 0 ¢ 0 0

PHEFEFHFFEFDDDODD RO OO

[
o
O

|

3. Religion.
A résum@ of the nominal religious affiliations of the.1l00

truant problem cases on file ééa as follows:

Catholic cvceeeeses 54
Protestant ..c.c... 28
Jewish ...ce0ceeeae 11
GPreBK .eocseesveens. 1
Not Given scecevves B

100

C. Physical Status
The boys were all examined with the exception of one in

a very thorough manner by a doctor on the staff of the Insti-

tute. A summary of the defects found i y995 oys is as follows:

Num of Truants
Carious teeth ...... 65
Overweight ......... &
Underweight ........ 30
Vaso-motor disturb-

ance .... 45
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Number of Truants

Diseased tonsils .....ccc00ees 34
Visual defects ............. .o 38
Enlarged Thyroid .....vc0ee.00 20
Adenoids .iiiiiiiriinneeccnees 8
Auditory defects .. ......c... 7
Nasal Infection ......c.c000.. B8
Nasal Obstruction ...cveeeeee.. 4
Evidence of old rickets ...... 28
Organic heart disease ........ 15
Lung findings ...cecceeececees 4
‘Cervical adenopathy .......... 17
Skin dise2s@ cceerecertcrcesaes B
Fatigue posture ......cc0000.. 11
High palate .c..veeiiececscscs 8
Coarse Tremor of Hends ......o 6
Fine Tremor of Hands ececesees 7
Twenty-three other kinds of .

defects ..,<.. 34

439

IV. Truancy amo Girls

The total number of individuel girls truant for 1929-30
was 665 in all the publiec schools and 67 at the few private

‘] schools covered by the truant officers: The number of repeat-

‘lers for the whole city was 150.

: The grave cases are generally assigned to special truant

r rooms before court action is taken. These rooms are in the

| following schools:

Richards Prevocational,

Colman,

Von Humboldt,

Medill Prevocational,
Keith Branch.

The writer sought data in the grave cases of truancy at
| these rooms for the first semester of the school year of 1930-31

L
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Number of Truants

i Diseased tonsils .....ccvveeee 34
: Visual defects ............... 38
Enlarged Thyroid .....ccv000.0 20
AdenoidsS .ccietiereecrncsccness B

Auditory defects .. .....0000. 7
Nasal Infection ......ccoc000.0 8
Nasal Obstruction ...vceeeeees 4

Evidence of old rickets ...... 28
Organic heart disease ........ 15
Lung £indings ..ccceeeeoceeces 4
Cervical adenopathy .......... 17

Skin 4ise8s86 ceeevececcnce cees 6
: Fatigue posture .....cce00000. 11
4 High palate ...eeveceeceseeees 8

B Coarse Tremor of Hands .ecceee 6
Fine Tremor of Hands .cceeceee 7
Twenty-three other kinds of

defects ..

1_' The total number of individual girls truant for 1929-30

was 665 in all the public schools and 67 at the few private
jsohools covered by the truant officers, The number of repeat-
ers for the whole city was 130.

The grave cases are generally assigned to special truant
rooms before court action is taken. These rooms are in the
following schools:

Richards Prevocational,
Colman,
Von Humboldt,
Medill Prevocational,
Keith DBranch.
The writer sought data in the grave cases of truancy at

Vhese rooms for the first semester of the school year of 1930-31
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{ there were 21 cases of white girls and 17 cases of colored
girls. As the data in regard to mental tests among other things
gere missing in regard to 10 colored girls and 5 white girls
the writer does not consider he had a sufficient number of
cases wWith which to do any reiiable work.

The data on the white'girl straight truancy cases at the
Institute for Juvenile Research built up aebout the same kind
of truant pieture as that of the boys. These data were taken
Jfrom the files starting with the last complete case, number
t 10,318, which is dated August 31, 1927, and going back to case
pumber 9,472, which is dated November 14, 1926. This‘list of
gtraight truancy cases was drawn up as for the boys by the
;courtesy of Dr. Ackerson, Twenty-five cases in all were con-
;sidered. The data are summarised under the following sections:
I. Mentel Status;

IT. Socisl Status;
III. Physical Status.

, L. Mental Status

1. Chronological Age and Grade Placement;
2. Mental Age and Grade Placement;

3. Intelligence Quotient;

4, Scholarship.

1. Chronological Age and Grade Placement.

The chronological age range runs from 8 years and 9 months

'to 18 years, and the grade placement from Grade I B to Grade 8 A
inclusive. The distribution is shown in Table XXI. The
?igures between the heavy, black lines indicate the pupils

3

~————




of normal age in each grade. Thb figures below the heavy line
' 1ndicate overage pupils. It will be noted that only 5 pupils
gre in the grades for their ege, while 20 are retarded from 2
to 10 semesters. The average amdunt of retardation is 5.2
| semesters, shown in Table XXII.
F 2. Mental Age and Grade Placement.

The_mantal age range runs.from 6 years and 5 months to
Q 15 years, The distribﬁticn of mental age and grade placement
is shown in Table XXIII. It is to be moted that 12, or 48%,
i\are plaéed two of more Semesters above the grade in which they
2f§ould possibly maintain themselves if they worked to capaecity.
5. Intelligence Quotient. |

The I. Q. range runs from 50 to 110. It is to be noted
ythat only one girl has an I. Q. over 100, while 14 are below 70
fiThe médian 1. Q. is 68.64.‘ The distribution is seen in Figure
3 4, Scholarship. |

The truant pupils are grouped into the usual categories

;aecording to the Chicago school system and were distributed

ias follows:
Scholarship Number of Pupils

Exoellent ® 5 6 00 0 0005000008 9
Good P ® 0 0 0 % 0 ¢ OO B SO T RIS o
AVOrage ....cccocecc-coessass B
Poor ® @ © 05 5 60 00 800 0880 b 4
Failure ® 9 O 8 0 ¢ 0 0006000500080t 15

25
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ITI. Social Status

1. Eoonomic Status of Home.

The homes of these truant girls have been olassified

as follows: Number
NOn-dépendent ss e o0 14

Dependeﬂt LI A SN R WY 7
Not Stated .........__4
25

These figures refer only to the economic side and not to
any other point of view.
2. Parental Status.
In 12 cases broken homes have resulted from the following
| factors: Father  Mother
Dead -‘ooo.oooo.ooo 4 0.00.0.4
Deserted Boo;oooio 2 cevo s
Separ&ted.........' 1 ;.oooo
In prison ..ceveeee 1 ceceee
In two of the above cases there were step-parents and
in two other cases the mother was unmarriéd.
3. Nationality. | N
; Twenty-one of the girls were born in Chicago and the otherp
L] within the confines of the United States. The parents of these
E| girls came from the following countries: '
1 Country Father Mother
POl&nd ¢ H o0t veéosB RO OO
United Stated .........

Italy'.onooooo-ooo.oooo
Russia.‘.....‘.....‘....

Hungary sbeesesss00s e
Bohemia S & 0 060 00893 00000

o s 000000
® e 08 a0
¢ 80000600

* 006 80 0 02

e 008000

WML
B OBbO

LK 2N N B B B A 3
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Country Father Mother

Germany .ceeeeeecccccecscs L seeeee 1
Lithu&ni& ® 6 0 0000000000 s l\ o e s 00 1
Syria ® 9 80 008 0000000084800 l L BN BN BN BN BN 1 l
Not Stated 9 0 000060000 00 4 oo ceo e 4

: 25 25

4. Religion.
A summary of the nominal religious affiliations of these
g5 truent girls is as follows: -
Catholics e 0 0600 00 0 00 13
Greek Catholics......
Je's ¢ 5 5 900 008 0 00t oo

Protestants ,,y9e0000
Not stated ......c..

guu#w

III. Physical Status

, Twenty~-four of these girls truants wers given a thorough
iphysical examination by a doctor on the starff at the Institute.
%!he defects are summarized as follows:

Number of Individuals

i
#

i
E Carious teeth ......... 16
? M&lnutriti Ol cevevvcsce 4 o
",‘x Vi Sual Defects I EEEEREE 10 o \
Enlarged Thyroid ...... 8 N
Auditory Defect .....00 2
Infected Tonsils ...... 7
Vasomotor Disturbance . 16
Cervical Adenopathy ... 2/
Evidence of old rickets §
Positive D'Espine ..... 2 s
Overweight(over 10 1lbs) 4
Other single defects i1._ 7
80

iéfoae findings average 3 1/3 defects per girl.
: . LRY N
. As the data from this chapter are to form the ground-work
b & truant's portraitnre, the writer dedicates tho rollowing

fizins’themproaent ohapter here‘and now.
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' The Truant
In the White House Conference on Child Health and Pro-

é,opens with this paragraph as the keynote of the whole report:

. wThat delinquent acts are but a symptom of deeper stresses and

; difficulties and it is as futile to meke these acts the oenter
%of interest as it would be to treat primarily what is merely
;the symptom in any physical disorder. We capnot understand
gthe deeper trouble and arrive at a sound method of dealing
ﬂ;with it unless we understand the child himself, We must know
;;_1 the delinquency happened. Much of our present mode Of
ihandling these problems is but the endless task of sweeping
?np the debris of life," (57: 1).

1 The Report thus makes clear the growing sentiment towards
i&andling problems of delinquency. We are not to center our
;nterest-on the "problem c¢hild" but rather dn "the pioblems

f the child", The problems of the truant child will be brough
-?ut in this chapter.

4 In the first place, truansy, next to theft is the ccumon-
;ét of all juvenile offenses (9: Burt, 435). Yet it appears
itruancy is little thought ot. - In'actual :fact, apcording to
iﬁ il Burt, it is usually "the first step én the downward stair
Ai erime" (9; 435). The findings of the New York‘crimb Com~-

. tection held in 1930, the Report of the Committee in Delinquenog _

-y
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mission emphasize these statements with their findings in
a study of 251 truant boys. It appears that of these 251 boys;

51% were charged with delinquency, 30% beceme adult offenders, |
and 14% became professional eriminals (19: 8). Should these
figures’be characteristi¢ of-tﬁe large groﬁp of truant boys in
Y the country, the problem of the truant child deserves serious
;;attention.

1‘ Dr. William O'Shea speaks of the truant child as ome _
fyho is usually a handicapped c¢hilgd, handicapped in respect to
EbOdY: mind, home canditions or external enviromment" (38: 20).
;!ﬂ understanding of these handicaps will give us an undefb |
’,fanding of the problems of the truant child.

t | 1. The Mental Handiocap

It seems logicel to investigate any handicap in regard to
iind first of all. This is the faculty that is perhaps most
5;eded in our present school organization, The child has to go
%C school and must be considered from the point of view of his
iguipment. The White House Conference states quite clearly in
i}e of its reports that "matters of compulsory education atten-
i-ce, scheel failure, and the hazards involved in truancy are
irely surface phenomena which challenge us to consider why
iildren must go to school and whether the school is meetiné
i ’needs of the child" (57: 4). Should the child, then, tend %o

'}ﬁmﬁ a problem case the educator must interest himself less

i less in what the c¢hild d4id and more and more in why he daid it.
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With the advance of psychology during the past generatiom
}or so, the mind of man can be measured roughly, to say the

' least, and some estimate set as to his ability to maintain him-

} self in the ordinary classroom of today. Any such knowledge
} of the mind of a child, then, informs us of his mental equip-

ment, and of what can be expected of him in academic work,
yUsing these ways of measuring: the mind of truant children,
ge discover in most cases handicaps of a mental nature that
tend to meke them misfits in the ordinary classroom.

" In the general opinion of educational psychologists an
%I. Q. averaging around 90 is considered to be that of a dull
normal. _ |

; The findings of this study in regard to the I. Q. as
well as other factors, deliniate rather an impressive pioture
of the truant burdened with a mental handicap.

The following faéts~have been brought out in the pre-

x@"‘ﬁ"%“ﬂ

eding pages:
1. In the Farrell study of truancy only 2 pupils had

sy TS

Eal

o Q.'s over 100. There were 10 between 90 and 99, and the

Ee

}emaining 20 distributed between 65 and 90;
2, The McElwee report gives a median I. Q. of 73, Out of

2*5 truants there were only 7 over 90, with 1 of these over 100}
4 3. Among the 438 grave cases of truancy investigated by
f;o,writer for this study, it is shown that only 19 have I. Q.'p
fsr 160. There are 41 between 90 and 99 and the rest distribufted
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b 4. There are only 5 pupils with an I. Q. above 100 among
%xhe 39 mild cases of truancy, with 9 others above 90. The rest

}‘,e all below 90. The median I. Q. is 73.1.

5. At the Institute for Juvenile Research, Chieago, there
%iere 16 cases with an I. Q. over 100 among the 100 white boys
é;.vestigated. Sixteen ofhers were from 90 to 99, and the rest
bolow 90 with 3 below 50. The median I. Q. is 78.9.

: 6. The 25 white girl truants investigated at the Insti-
?«te for Juvenile Research have a median I. Q. of 68.6. Only
Z;e'of these is over 100 with 3 between 90 and 99.

1 These calculations in the field of I. Q.'s seem to be con-
?rmed in the findings as regards grade placement and scholar-
iip. The,child.that has not the mental equipment necessary

h keep up with his normgl fellow mates becomes a problem more

f less serious. The generaliy low I. Q.'s of the above groups
i‘:Y~'pupils are probably the main cause of the following retarda-
fﬁns: '

» 1. In the Farrell study there are 25 pupils retarded from
to seven terms. There were 20 pupils with an I. Q. below 90,
2. In the McElwee report the grade placement of 73 truants
i s'a retardation of 1l._to 7 terms, while 37 had been promoted
i;larly.- There were 106 truants with an I. Q, below 90 in

] study.

§’3. In the writert's study of 438 grave cases of truancy in .

X
.
So—
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chicago, there are only 18 pupils in the grades for their
ehronological age. The rest, 420, are retarded from 1 to 7.
‘years. The average retardation is approximately 3 years. The

1. Q. distribution shows 19 over 100.

4, Among 114 mild cases of truancy studied by the writer
%jhére are only 19 in the grades proper for their chronological
}'.e. The rest--over 83 per cent--are retarded from 1 to 17 sem-
Etgters. The average retardation is approximately‘4% semesters.
:A 5. At the Institute for Juveniie Research there are 28
want boys in the grades proper for their agé with 3 who were
?&der age. The rest, 69 in all, are retarded from 1 to 17 sem-
“iters. There are 66 boys with en I. Q. below 90, The average
;tardation is over 43 semesters.

| 6. There are only 5 girls in the grades proper for their
?fonological age while 20 others are retarded from 2 to 10 sem-
fters. The average retardation is over 5 semesters. Only 4
;rls had an I. Q. over 90,

- This large group of truant cases with low I. Q.'s and de-
;ﬁad grade retardation present also another aspect of compara-
2je failure along strict academic lines in the rating that is
E;on them as to their scholarship.

ﬁ ~In the group of 438 grave cases of truancy in Chicego, therg
ihapproximatelyJBS% who ranks as "poor" and "failure," this is
éfeepins with the I. Q. grouping where we have 86% with an

i- below 90 and the age-grade retardation of 95% of the same
‘\ po . °
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Among 110 mild cases of truancy, there are 66% who are
classified as "poor”iand "failure."” Of the 39 cases in this
group whose I. Q.'s were available, it is to be noted that
'35 are below 90, while at the seme time 25 are grouped as "poor"
and "failure." Nine others have I. Q.'s between 90 and 99 and
;5 over 100, while 13 are ranked as "average" and 1 as "good."

The find ings at the Institute for Juvenile Research bring

;but about the same tidings. The number that rank "poor" and

E}failure" meke up 62% of the group, while 66% of the same group
‘Qavé an I. Q. below 90. At the same time there are 16 truants
,iith an I. Qe between 90 and 99, ahd 21 of the same group who
;re ranked as average.

1 As to the girls, there are 19 who are classified as "poor"
?ﬁd "fajilure"” and 21 of the same group with an I. Q. below 90.

ﬁ To aggrévate all of these findings, discrepancies between
;;ade ability and grade placement are also to be considered.

t Miss Farrell finds in her investigations a discrepancy of
{to 6 terms between grade ability and grede placement. She
:so finds that 34% of the cases she investigated have grade
iility 2 or more terms below their grade placement, whilells%
iVe grade ability 2 or more terms above their grade placement.
{; These figures of lMiss Parrell aepproximate very closely

égse caning from the Institute for Juvenile Research, Among

i;bOYS, 32% are placed two or more semesters above the grade
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in which they could possibly maintain themselves by working to
capacity, while 17% are placed two or more semesters below the
grade in which they could possibly maintain themselves.

2. The Environment Handicap.

In the Report on the Socially Handicapped at the White
House Conference coming from Judge Frederick R. Cabot we read
that "the so-called 'broken~home' appears in something like
| one=third of all of the delinquency cases which ccame before
the Jjuvenile court. Poverty and economic stress are of the
gravest importance in apprehended delinquency. Beyond depriv-
ing the child of essential physical necessities there is the
deeper, more lasting and more hardening effect of constant
financ ial stress and strain. Also we read that ;Family unity
and integrity are necessary-——the presence and mode of living
of both parents are to the child the keenest and most certain

symbols of these. Behavior is caught, not taught" (57: 2).

The data investigated show the large number of truants
handicapped in home, home conditions, or external environment
that could well be potent factoré of truancy.

In the Farrell report, it is to be noted that in 53¢ of
the cases examined there is either a broken home or "bad home
conditions,” In all of these cases there was more or less
inadequate SUpervision at home and in some cases practically

none.,
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In the writer's investigation of 438 grave cases of truanoy],
he finds that approximately 83% of the boys come fram homes
classified as "poor" and "very poor." In 45% of the cases
there were "broken home" conditions on account of death or
separation of parents for one cause or another, There were
other factors also in the way of unemployment, the mother
working, dissension, sickness of parents, alcoholism, immoral-
ity, tyranny, stupidity and neglect of parents—all of which
the writer did not draw up.

Among the mild cases of truancy 67 homes or 63% of those
classified were ranked as ”poor"land "very poor." Of 1ll4
cases, 60% were "broken homes" on account of the death or
separation of the parents. Little more could be learned of
these homes by the writer.

At the Institute for Juvenile Research the homes of only
10 of the 100 boys investigated were olassified as dependent.
This does not mean that the other homes were not "poor" and
"very poor." There were 41 cases of death or separation of
parents. In 9 of these cases there were step-parents.

The figures on the 25 girls do not show much divergence
from the group of boys. The dependent families are 7, while 4
are not classified. In twelve cases of the 25 there were
"broken home" conditions due to death or separation of parents.

The writer did not meke any study of fruanoy areas.
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Mr. Bodine, Superintendent of Compulsory Education in the City
of Chicago, states, however, fhat the territorial abodes of
truant habitants remain practically the same as in 1928 when
Dr. Shaw made a survey of Juvenile Court records showing resi-
dential addresses of 5159 truants from 1917 to 1918 inclusive
(11: 8). |
Another finding of Dr. Shaw's seems to eliminate the na-
tional element. He points out that many of the areas in Chi-

| eago have been characterized by high rates of truancy, delin-

quency, and crime for thirty odd years, and that these rates
have persisted in certain areas notwithstanding the fact thet
the composition of population has changed markedly (51: 203).
The determining factor, according to him, is usually the area
in which a particular nationality lives.

| 3. The Physical Handicap

The connection, if there be any, between truancy and phy-
sical deficiency is diffieult to determine.
The Farrell Report simply states and lists the number o

physical defects and leaves the problem unsolved. There are

|83 defects in this group of 32 truents. In 13 cases, the Re-

port states, the physical defects were so serious that they
might be eohsidered active contributing factors to the ehild's
truaney. Besides, 66% of all the truants examined were suffer-
ing rrom‘psyehie disorders, both organic and functional, that

(Wwere serious enough to be detected in the brief time available.
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The 438 grave cases of truancy in Chicago present about
the same average as to physical defects. There is a total of
1210. A list of physical defeots was drawn up by Mr. Stullken,
principal of the Montefiare Speéial Sehooi in Chicago, showing
in a camparative way the kinds of defects and their frequenecy
among 589 boys at the Montefiore Sehool and 589 other boys
at a regular sqhool in about the same type of meighborhood
from Which most of the problem children caﬁe. The writer re-
duced to percentages frequencies in physical defects among
grave cases in truancy and the pupils of the regular school.
The more outstanding differences were as follows:

Percentages.
Truants Regular
Malnutrition and Anemia ..c.eeee o454 coceveececes 2383
Enlarged Lymph Giands .......ce0 550 cciiivvecene o790
Nervous Diseases ..cecceecessccee 0098 cocvveseecss o046
Cordiac DiBSeasSe s.sceeccccoscses 0068 civeecesesne o045
RECHILIC TYPO vevevecencecsnscne 0009 covvcveanaes o071

Derective vision ® ¢ % 00 080 300 b 00 .030 e o 0 9 008 08 o0 0025
Enhrged Thyroid .l....‘.....‘... .114 .Q._.'.O..... .044

Defective Hearing eeceeccecsceses ¢080 tovececessee o010
In these findings, apart from malnutrition and anemia,
fhe truant boy does not seem to the writer to be under any
extraordinary handic¢ap.
The data in physical defects from the boys and girls at
the Institute of Juvenile Research do not seem to the writer

| to throw any further light on the question.
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Other Possible Contributing Factors

In "Delinquency Areas", Dr. Shaw quotes from Healy's
study of several thousand cases of repeated offenders. An
extract from this quotation reads: "We ourselves have had
few chances to study cases simply of truancy. Nearly all in-
stances, even of those who are classified as merely truants
and who are oomplainéd of as such, prove upon study to have
complicated forms of misdoing, begging, thieving, gambling,
indulgence in much smoking or bad sex habits, staying away
from home at night, etc., many of which delinquencies have
been contributing causes to the truancy itself. Going over
our own statisties we find that of our two series, each of
1 100 young repeated offenders in Boston, only 9 boys and 2
girls, and 4 boys and 2 girls, respectively, were instances
of uncomplicated truancy." (51: 34)

At the Institute for Juvenile Research, the statistician
Dr. Ackerson, has drawn up some interesting correlations as
regards the presence of certain traits in the conduct and
personality makeup of 2,113 white boys. The writer was gra-
ciously given permission by Dr. Ackerson to take a copy of the

correlations for truants. These are shown in Table XXIV.
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The higher correlations for truants are the following:

Stealing tervvieieeriecccncassoss o683
Truency from home ..eesecssecess o61
Staying out late at night ..... .50
Loitering ceevecereescecencssee 49

Bad companions ...eeecceccees .. .48
Gang L2 B R B A A R I I N A B TN A I I I S A ] - 046
Refusal to attend school ...... .44
Lying (.viviieeirieeenrencsaseaecs 42
Smoking .veviveeeerecneesocenaas 40
Incorrigible ....ivcveveevneses .37

Leading others into bad conduct .35

The writer, however, did not find any instances of uncomplicated
truancy.

While considering all these possible causes and contribu-
tory factors at work, we must not overlook instinctive prompt-
ings of tendencies. .Burt writes: "In not a few of my truaht
cases--in 3.3 per cent among the boys, and in 1.4 per cent
lamong the girls--the sheer strength of this innate tendency .
to wander seems to operate as the sole or principal stimulus®™
(9: 347).

The Report of the School Committee of the City of Boston
in its Allignment of the Causes of Truancy has 362 cases of
boy truants (or 22% of the total number of boy truants) attri-
buted to "wanderlust' as a ecause. The truancy of 10% of the

2irls is alleged to be due to the same factor, "wanderlust”.

(See Table XIIB.)

These findings would sesm to corroborate those of Dr. Healy.
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The study of Miss McElwee on truancy in the Red& Hook
District of Brooklyn reports that the cause of truancy in 14
cases, or 20% of the number investigated, could be atiributed
to "play instinets," such as going to the movies, the parks,
swimming (30: 1l0).

| It would seem essential to disoriminate between simple

and straightforward cases, where the impulse arises from some
pormal instinct, and those that are deeper and more involved,
with factors of abnormal personality traits and delinquencies,
This factor of instinet, it seems, needs further investigation.
Dr. Healy's figures are quite low for cases of uncomplicated tru
ancy—17 cases among 2,000 truants; Dr, Burt finds 3,3 per
cent among the boys and 1.4 per cent among the girls; the

Boston and Mc Elwee reports both show figures in the 20 per cent

T
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CHAPTER V
The Rehabilitation of the Truant

The Committee on Special Classes at the White House Con-
ference on Child Health and Protection held in Washington,
D. Cs, in 1930, report among other gignificant findings thet
675,000 pupils, which is at least 3% of the elementary school
enrollment, present behavior problems, Of these, less than
10,000 are enrolled in parental schools, special classes and
schools (56: 3). |
Truaney seems to be one of the major elements in most
behevior problem cases in the elementary schodl. It is =0
to the extent of over 60% in the cities of Chicago, New York
and‘Cleveland (52: 10; 54: 16)., Little is done apparently
in the large cities of the country to look after these cases
'adequately. There is a movement on foot, however, in the
right direction. A Committee of the Whits House Conference
states emphatically that "there has been growing realizatiom

that the school is quite as responsible for formation as for

information" (57: 4). The movement is seen in the schools!

‘changing their emphasis from the thing teught to the person
taught, realizing that the person taught cannot be isolated
from all those factors imn his family, his neighborhood, and
the burdens involved in the earning of life for himself and
| his family which go to make up his individuality (57: 4).
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The truant child must, therefore, be considered in his
own individual mekeup and in the light of his environmental
packground. He is a handicapped child, handicapped in re-
spect to body, mind, home conditions or external’environment
(38 20). The formation he requires must be éiven in a special
way &8 to a handicapped child. This special education is not
1char-ity, but sound public policy, and is demanded by the experts
on t he Committee on Special Classes at the White House Con-
| fere nce (56: 5).
The Superintendent of}Schools bf the City of New York

;semms to have this view, for as far back as 1927 he writes:

f'No +thoroughly considered, articulated plan for the elimin-

éatio:n of truancy has yet been worked out or even considered.

%} fews so-called probationary schools caring for less than a
ithou:sand children all told, have been ofganized. As yet
Ethesus boys....are regarded as deservedly objects of re-
émesesion or compulsion, for whom the Parental School is the
:%m0pe3r place, since it removes from the full-time day school
%i rekellious, unconforming individual. A common observation
Zoncesrning the action taken by the court or others in the
%ase of boys who have committed delinquent deeds is that
%hey don't do anything %o them. Sending or putting these
;FYs away is an acceptable way of doing something to the

Juvernile delinquent, and committing the truant to a
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Parenta1’School receives a like approval. Something is .thus
done to the offender; he ig punished. Yet almost inevitably
after a short period of time the truant boy returns to some
publiec school, or is released old enough to go to work and
ceases to disturb the school routine., Although if the Crime
Commission be correct, every other suqh truant continues to
contend with society and its agents, and one of efery seven
preys upon it for a livelihood" (38: 19).
A step in this way of considering things is seen in
the Speeial Day Schools or Classes for truants. The purpose
is to have a Parental School. In such schools he will be
given an opportunity to respond to thoroughly planned reme-
dial work based upon a careful diagnosis of his needs--
mental, physical and environmental. These can be‘determined
by experts. Should the child fail to respond to this treat-
ment, he can bte committed to the Parental School, where fur-
fher re-examinations should be provided and his regimen
modified after consuitation with the prinecipal (38: 22).
This poliey is being followed out in some cities.
| Before turning to the work done by certain special
schools, the writer wishes to present briefly the status of
the Parental School in some of the larger cities of the
count#y.

Parental Schools are conducted in the larger cities
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as follows: New York, Chicago, Philadelphia; St. Louis,
Cleveland, Newark (N. J.), Baltimore, Houston (Texas),
Cincinnati, and Detroit. There are none in Boston and Los
Angeles.

Superintendent Frank Cody of Detroit in a comparative
study of those schools in 1928 submits several points about
them. The following are the more important:

1. The general purpose in all of these cities 1is to
take the children out of an unfavorable home environment;

2. An important question in each city is the avoidance
of the institutional type of organization;

3. In most cities the,actﬁal type of organization is
a compromise between the institutional and the home unit
plan. This is accomplished through a group of cottages
" under a oentral management; |

4, Eight of the schools are located on farms;

5. The farm is useful in affording opportunities for
outdoor work. It does not contribute much to financial
support. In Philadelphia, the farm land is not worked,
or is worked very little;

6. Some cities have a plan of supervision of the ochil-
dren after they are returned to their homes. This seens
necessary, if the benefits of the stay in the sechoolhomes
are not to be lost;

7. A developed tendency in some eities is to work with
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the home to improve it, during the time the child is kept
in the Parentél School. The transfer of children to an
approved and sﬁpervised private home rather than to a school-
home supported by the public is recommended when it is im-~
possible to improve the home;

8. The annual per capita cost in the homes visited
is about $700 (18A: 3, &).

The work offered is‘along academic and vocational

lines. In five schools the hours were divided equally be-

tween academic and vocational work; in five others omne-
third of the tiﬁe only was given to vocational work. 1In
six of the schools there was physical and dental inspection
monthly. The others were inspected more or less regularly.
The committment of truants to such schools, however
good, merely parallels the accepted proocedure for violation
of the criminal law. It is based on punishment of one kind
or another as the means of cure and thé means of prevention.'
The facts available show that, two-thirds or more of the trﬁ-
ants are regular in atiendance after release, but facts also sh¢w
that a very large number of truants become adult delinquents.
The problem of the truant boy has not been solved by the
prescription of confinement in the Parental School ( 38: 20;
19; 8 and 11). |
The needs of the child must be met. This is the grow-

ing realization among educators. The rise of the speeial

——,
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school and special classes for truants in particuler is an
attempt to fit the school work and the school activities to
the special needs of ité ﬁroblam.boys.

The special schools at the present time are not numerous.
The outstanding ones of the country are to be fmund 1h Boston,
Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, Los Angeles, New York City,
‘Newark (New Jersey), and Philadelphia. The more illuminating
annual reports come from the Thomas Edison School in Cleve-
land, Ohio, and the Montefiore Special School in Chicago,
Illinois.

It is, however, perhaps worthy of note that Boston
abolished its Parental School in 1914 and established the
Disciplinary Day School, to which habitual truants, absentees,
and other school offenders are sent. These boys, except the
hopelessly incorrigible, escape all institutional taint, live
at home, and attend school five days a week., '

Each boy receives special attention. An intensive study
is made of him fo ascertain the cause of his habitual truancy
and school offenses. A mental test is given also a thorough
physical e;amination. The minimum requirements of the ceourse
of study are the objectives of all classés with domestic
science end a di#ersiried shop. Those who fail to respond
to this treatment are taken to the Roxbury Juvenile Court
and may eventually be committed to the Middlesex County
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Training School for Boys (6A: Letter).

The Thomas A. Edison Sehool of Cleveland, Ohio, is one
that is attracting much attention because of its succéss. It
was established in 1921 and from rather nebulous fundamental
policles gradually evolved definité convictions which have
since become basic policies of the school. They have fre-
quently been stated as follows:

1. Every child should like to go to school, and should
find his activities both interesting and satisfying.

2. School tasks and methods of instruction should be
adapted to the child. Suceess should be the usual expected
thing.

3. Compulsion will hold a c¢hild's body in school, but
his mind must be kept there by interest.

4. There are stronger forces within than without a
child to impel him to right behavior.

5. The problem of ohild control is chiefly one of help-
ing him to discover values he has not seen before.

6. Rewards are better than punishments. Panishments
may stop a child who is going in the wrong direction. They
have no value in leading him in the right directionm.

"The correct answers to the questions stated in the
foregoing paragraphs are rather definitely agreed‘upon now,
and these answers have been embodied in the present building,

equipment, currieculum and practice™ (54: 3).

e,
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The purpose of the school is wholly educational. 1Its
currioulum is specially adapted to motor-minded boys, and
has a strong vocational emphasis. As soon as a boy comes
to the school, he is placed in the "Receiving Room", where
all new boys are gathered. There he is studied, oriented,
and placed where he belongs. This is done only when all
the information possible has been collected about him. The
school in this way attempts to provide the type of education
believed to be best suited to the boy (54: 3, 5).

The Montefiore Special Sohool of Chicago was established
in 1929, It is for all behavior problem boys and especially
those whose interests and aptitudé need té be discovered,
encouraged, and developed. It attempts to fit the school and
the school activities to the special needs of its problem
boys. The school Studiés the problem of the problem child
through its laboratory situation, doctors, nurse, dentist,
psychologist, truant officers, and selected teachers, and in
this way attempts to learn all it can in order to meet the
needs of the problem child in the best possible manner (52: 2).

The work of the school is roughly divided into two |
parts. The boys spend about one-lalf of their time in acag~
emic work and the other half in activities of various kinds.
There is an electric and metal shop, & wood shop, a general

science laboratory, a drawing room, a reed and rug weaving
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laboratory, a library and reading room, a small auditorium,
a cafeteria, and lunch room. The number of boys there for
truancy amounts to 61.5 ﬁer cent of the emrollment for 1929~30
(52: 5, 6).

The solution of the problem of the truant child through
speclial cledses evidently has the approbation of at least the
crime Commission of New York State. After studying 201 truants
the Sub-Commission on Causes sﬁmﬁarized its findings and reoom-
mendations. The principal ones are the following: |

l. The expert examination of the truants from several
angles. When this has been done, the sehool program should
be adapted to meet his néeds.

2. Mental hygiene clinics are needed in the school sys-
tems of the State of New York. These should be in the schools
preferably and not in separate agencies.

3. The trend of thought in the Board of Education of
New York City at the preseht time is towards providing pro-
bationary échbqls where the problem child may be segregated
and given various clinical examinations and treatments. The
Sub-Commission on Cause; feels, however, that more effective
work will be done by clinical treatment under normal every
day school conditions rather than under institutional con-
ditions developing from a process of the segregation of
children presenting problems (57: 15).

The Crim Commission of New York State in its recom~
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mendations advocates among other things:

l. The establishment within the school system of clinics
for medical, psychological, and psychiatric study of children
presenting behavior problems.

2. A revision of the school currioulum to meet the needs
of a large group of children who have not the capacity for
ordinary academic training due to defective mentality or emo-
tional instability.

3. The Bureau of Attendanoe should be provided with
trained case workers for supervision of the problem child (19:15#.

In the light of our present knowledge, then, it woﬁld seem |
that this problem Br truancy must be approached from the reme-
dial and not from the disciplinary point of view. This is
quite important--not only in fairness to the individual, but
in determining whether these children are to become dependents
or delinquents, or are to be brought up to their best possible
degree or mental and physical development with a fair chance of be-
|coming socially.efricient (223 10). |
The picture of the truant as portrayed in this study is
[nore or less a complex one. It generally shows a child that is
handicapped mentally, physicaelly, emotionally, and sooiall& and
in fhis way presenting a problem that requires careful examina-~
tion. This is usually educationsl, psychological, physiocal,
Psyehiatiic, and sooial in character and requires the services

of trained men and women. It seems in the light of modern opin-
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jon that the problem of truancy can only be understood and
panaged in this way.

| The organization required for suqh expert examinations of
truants presents another problem. The trend of thought in the
;Board of Education of New York City has been towards having the
problem child segregated in probationary schools and given these]
various examinations, while the Crime Commission of New York
state wants the problem child kept in the home school but ex-
amined in clinics established within the school syétem.

The solution then seems to resolve itself down to a proper

‘ academic adjustment for the truant, as the expert examination 1
: simply a means to find out just what equipment the child has an
what school curriéulum is best suited to his needs and abillties.
‘| such a policy is unreservedly advocated by cities such as Roche
| ter (New York) and Newark (New Jersey). These cities hardly

1 recognize truancy at a11-f6r them it is primarily maladjustmenq
in school or negligence on the part of parents. The problem of

truancy is solved along these lines and apparently with success.

The policies of the Chicago Board of Education seem to be
keeping with the policies and trend of thought of other cities
mentioned in this study. These are found in the annual reports jof
the Superintendent of Compulsory Education. The Department sho A
itself to be active in its campaign against negligent parents o

truants. Cases, however, are only taken into court as a last
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resort when warnings were not heeded and moral suasion failed
(11: 1). The academic adjustment of truants is sought in
special truant rooms, in the Montefiore and Mosely Special
Schools. These schools provide the expert clinical examina-
tion and the academic curricula that most problem children
require. The Board, like the boards of other cities, is
apparently seeking to solve its own problems in its own
particular way while taking into eonsideration the work

that has been accomplished in other'city systems of education.
Prior to the opening of the Montefiore School in 1929, the
principal designated to take charge was commissioned to study
like schools in other cities throughout the country. The

- excellent results of this school has led to the opening of

a second school of the same type. Possibly the City of
Chicago will seek the expert examination of its problem children
and their proper academic adjustment in a sufficient number

of such types of schools. The policy can deservedly be watched

with mueh interest.
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CONCLUSIONS

The first objective of this study is to present a picture
of the truant child, The data show this picture to be quite
complex, He is seen to be usually a handicapped child=-handi=-
capped as to body, hind, home, home conditions and external
environment;

With over two-thirdSﬂof the groups considered, mental
deficiency seems to be rather closely connected with truancy. f
In the investigation of 438 grave cases of truancy by'the
riter in the Chicago elementary schools, a median I. Q. of

8.8 is found, Only 4.,3% of these have an I. Q. over 100
thile 86.4% have one less than 90. ‘

As %o the other truant groups, the Farrell study of 32
upils shows 2 pupils with I. Q.'s over 100; 10 between 90 and?
293 and 20 below 90, The MeElwee Report on 113 truantS‘givésQ;
2 median I. Q. of 73, Of these only 7 had an I. Q. over 90, |

[n the writer's report of 39 cases, the median I. Q. is 73,1 {

1

with 14 above 90.
O0f the 100 cases investigated at the Institute for Juveniﬁ

Research, Chicago, the median I, Q, is 78,9. Of these, 68

had an I, Q. below 90,

The frequency of physical defects among truants is QOnvi

siderable but it must be remembered that children in like hdms;

and neighborhoods are more subject to such ailments than chilv;

o
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dren from more healthful districts and better nomes. In the
comparative study of physical defects made by Mr. Stullken,
principal of the Montefiore Special School, Chicago, between
589 pupils of the Special School and 3589 of a Regular School
in a similar neighborhood, there was an average of 3.80 de-
fects per problem child and 2.75 defects per child in the
Regular School. Of the 438 grave cases of truancy investigated
in this study, therevwas an average of 2.76 defects per child.
The differences in distribution of pupils among the specific
kinds of physical defects are not considerable and do not seem
ijndicative of any element of importance;

Home conditions and external environment are probably
factors of great importance in truancy. In the writer's in-
vestigation of 438 grave cases of truancy, he finds that ap-
proximately 3% of the boys come from homes classified as
"poor"” and "very poor".. In 45% of the cases these were
"hroken home" conditions on account of the death or the sepa-
ration of parents. ‘These high percentages indicaté a close
relationship between poverty and truancy.

The second objective is to form an estimate of the truancy
situation és if is today in Chicago. The data indicate the
difficulty in forming an estimate of the extent of truancy
in other cities due to different concepts of truancy itself.

From the data available, however, it can be seen that
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the extent of truancy in Chicago is not alaﬁming. As a
matter of fact, it seems to be proportionately lower than
most of the other cities considered.

a~t”’
The summary and ranking 4s as follows:

City Population . Number of _

(1930 census) Individual Truants

1. Detroit 1,573,985 13,787

2. Baltimore 804,874 6,307

3. Philadelphia 1,964,430 8,582

4, Boston | 787,871 2,173

5. Los Angeles 464,753 1,206 (% year)

6. Chicago 3,375,329 6,388

7. New York City 6,981,927 8,082

The attitude of Chicago towards truancy has been and is
in keeping with the better views current in the cities con-
sidered., The tendency 1s towards proper academic adjustment
and the prosecution of negligent parents, ,

Lastly, the third objective is to judge of the way in
which truants are being handled in the light of modern views,
These views as the data indicate, are the consideration of the
"problems of the.child" rather than the "problem child" and
proper academic adjustment.‘ The establishment of the Monte~
fiore School with its c¢linic and organization and staff point
to the fact that Chicago 1s well abreast of the times and in




line with similar movements tn other cities. _

In the deliniation of the truant, it is realized that
elements along the emotional‘, instinctive and persénality
trait lines are scanty or m»gsing, Such data were generally
absent and when present ceula nctlbe organized due chiefly

to lack of means of measuring such elements.




GA.

| 125
BIBLIOGRAPHY

Adler, Herman M., M.D. Twelfth Annual Report of the
Criminologist. July 1, 1928 to June 30, 1929.
Department of Public Welfare, Springfield, Illinois,
1929.

Baker, Harry J. Report of Behavior Survey, June 1929.
Publication of the Psychological Clinic of the
Detroit Public School System, 1929.

Baltimore City, Maryland. Report of the Board of School
Commissioners for the year 1929-30. Publication of
the Baltimore City, Maryland, Board of Sehool Com-
missioners, 1930.

Boston, Massachusetts. Statistics of the Attendance
Department for the years 1928-9, 1929-30. Publica-
tions of the Boston, Massachusetts, Board of Edu-
cation, 1930.

Boston, Massachusetts. Table showing the Individual
Truants in the Day Elementary and Day High Sohools
for 1929-30 and the Causes of Truancy. Publica-
tion of the Boston, Massachusetts, Board of Educa-

tion, 1930.

Boston Disciplinary Day School, Roxbury, Massachusetts.
Report of M. Gertrude Godvin, Assistant in charge

for the year 1929-30. Publication of Boston Dis-
- ¢iplinary Day School, 1930.

Boston Disciplinary Day Schocl, Roxbury, Massachusetts.
Letter of M. Gertrude Godvin, Assistant in charge
for the year 1929-30.

Britton, Gertrude Howe. An intensive study of the Causes
of Truancy in eight Chicago Public Sohools, inciud-
Ing & Home Investigation of Eight Hundred Truant
Children. Holllster Brothers, Chicago, 1906.

Brown, Andrew W. (Institute for Juvenile Research,

Chicago) "The Change in Intelligence Quotients in
Behavior Problem Children." Journal of Educational




10.

11.

12.

15'

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

126

Burt, Cyril. The,%oung Delinquent. D. Appleton and
Company, New York, 1929.

Chicago, Illincis, Report of the Superintendent of Com-
pulsory Education for year 1927-8. Publication of
the Bureau of Compulsory Education of the Chicago

Board of Education, 1929.

Chicago, Illinois, Report of the Superintendent of Com-
pulsory Education for year 1928-30. Publication
of the Bureau of Compulsory Education of the
Chicago Board of Education, 1930.

Chicago and Gook County Sehool for Boys, The. Report
of the Superintendent for the year ending June 30,
1925. Publication of the School, Riverside, Ill-
inois, 1925.

Chicago and Cook County School for Boys, The. Report
of the Superintendent for the year ending Jume 30,
1926. Publicat: on or the School, Riverside, Ill-
Tnois, 1926.

Chicago and Cook Gonnty Sehool for Boys, The. Report
ear ending June 30,
School, Riverside, Ill-

Pudb 1cation of the
inois, 1827.

Chicago and cook County Sehool for Boys, The. Report
% inte:

Pudblicatlon ot the School, Riverside, I1l-
inois, 1928.   ﬂt

Chicago and Cook couaxy Sohcal for Boys, The. “Report
of the Super nt for ’ §gn___

Chicago and Gook @w_:f(§:§}7 for Boys, The. Report

of the Su he year ending June 30,

1950. Publiogl 1
inois, 1930. Sk
Cleveland, Ohio.
and Placemor 68
Beard of Education, 1950.




18A.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

127

Cody, Superintendent Frank. Parental Schools and
School Homes. Publication of the Detroit Board
of Education, 1928.

The Crime Commission of New York State. From Truancy
to grime. J. B. Lyon Company, Albany, New York,
028. '

Detroit, Michigan. Report of the Director of Attendance
for the year 1929-30. Publication of the Bursau
of Attendance of the Detroit, Michigan, Board of
Education, 1930.

Enes, Mildred. (Institute for Juvenile Research,

Chicago) A Comparison of Types of Behavior Problems.

Department of Public Welfare, 1926.

Farrell, Elizabeth A. Report on the Study and Analysis
of Truancy by the Psycho-Educational Clinic in co-
operation with the Bureau of Attendance, New York
City. Publications of the New York City Board of
Education, 1928.

Hiatt, James S. The Truant Problem and the Parental
School. Bulletin 29, U. S. Bureau of Education,

Healy, William and Bronner, Augusta F. Judge Baker
Foundation Case Studies. The Macmillan Company,
New York, 1928.

Hirsdansky, Save, M.D. Truancy Report, 1929-30.
Publication of the New York City Board of Educa-

tion, 1930.

Irwin, Elizabeth A. Trua__y--a Study of the Mental,
Physical, and Social Factors and the Problem or
Non-Attendance at School. Public Education Associa-
tion of the City of New York, 1915,

Jersey City, New Jersey. Report of the Board of Educa-
tion for the year 1927-8. Fublications of the’
Jersey City, New Jersey, Board of Educgtion, 1928.

Libby, Joseph W. Summary of Causes and Disgposition of
Boys' Truant Cases by race, First Semester, 1929-30.




29.

30.

3l. .

32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.

38.

39.

128
Los. Angeles, California. A Study of the Activities of

of Assistant Supervisors of Attendance in the Los
Angeles City Sohools. Publications of the Division
of Attendance of the Los Angeles City Schools, 1930.

Manhattan Report on Truancy, See Psycho-Educational
Cliniec.

McElwee, Edna, M.A. _A Study of Truants in the Red Hook
District, Brooklyn, 1929-30. Publicatioms of the
New York City Board of Education, 1930.

MoGill, Helen G. "Juvenile Courts." Child.Welfare
Magazine, May, 1928. Pp. 584-90.

Merrill, Lilburn. Public Schools and Treatment of De-
linquent Children. Journal of Déiinquency,
V-6, November 1920, pp. 207-214.

Middlesex County Training School, North Chelmsford,
Massachusetts. Report of the Commissioners for
the year 1929. Publication of the County Com-
missioners, 1929.

Milliken, O. J. The Chicago Parental School Review.
Chicago Parental School, 1927\

Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Report of the Board of School
Directors for the year 1928-9. Publications of
the Milwaukee, Wisconsin Board of Education, 1929.

Minneapolis, Minnesota. Report of the Board of Educa-
tion for the year 1928-9. Publications of the
Minneapolis, Minnesota, Board of Education, 1929.

Moore, Thomas Verner. ™“Studying the Problem Child."™
Catholic School Journal, 30, August, 1930, Pp. 274-76.

New York City, New York. Report of the Bureau of Com-
pulsory Education, School Census and Child Welfare
-for the year 19827-8. Publications of the New York
City Board of Education, 1928.

New York City, New York. QReport of the Superintendent
of Schools for the year 1928-9. Publications of
The New York Gity Board of Education, 1929.




|
f
1

/r

| 40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

a7.

48.

49.

50.

New York City, New York. A Study of Truants in T'3_«

ical School Districts of New York City, 1028
20--by the Sub-Committee on Mental Hygiene of .
Committee on Retardation in cooperation with the
Bureau of Attendance. Publication of the New be
City Board of Education, 1930.

Newark, New Jersey. Letter of Information from the
Director of Attendance, Fugene J. Sheridan, 1930,

Newark, New Jersey. Re ort of the Director of Attendanoo
for the year 1829-30, Publications of the Newark,
New Jersey, Board of Education, 1930.

Owens, Albert A. "The Effect upon Attendance of a Transto%'
to a Disciplinary School." Journal of Juvenile i
Delinquency, July, 1930, 14: 181-7.

Peterson, LeRoy. "The Police and Boys' Work." Child
Welfare Magezine, January 1928, Pp. 38-60. :

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Report of the Bureau of ..
Compulsory Education for the year 1928-9. DPublica-
tions of the Philadelphia, Pennsylvenie, Board of .
Education, 1%29.

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Report of the Superintendontiw

of Publié Sehools for 1929-30. ~ Publications of ths
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Board of Education, 1980.

Psycho-Educational Clinie in co~operation with the
Bureau of Attendance, New York City. Report on
the Study and‘égalxsia of Truaney. Publications
of the New York City Board of Education, 1928.

Revelle, Thomas P. "The Young Offender: What shall we
do with Him?" (Child Welfare Magazine, Maroch,
1928, 314-9.

Rochester, New York. The Work of the Publio Se.
Publication of the Rochester, New York, :
Education. Rochester Alliance Press, Boeheator,
New York, 1928.

Sapir, Jean. (Institute for Juvenile Researah‘ ﬁhioago)
he 1nic. Department of




51.

52.

b3.

54.

55.

56.
57.

58.

59.

- 130

Shaw, Clifford R. Delinquenocy Areas. The University
of Chicago Press, 1929.

Stullken, Edward H. First Annual Report of the Monte-
fiore Special Schooi, 1929-30. The Montefiore
Special School, Chicago, 1930.

Symonds, Persival M. and Jackson, C. E. "An Adjustment
Survey." Journal of Educational Besearch, 21, May,
1930, Pp. 321-30.

Thomes A. Edison School for Boys. See Watson, P. M.
Watson, P. M. Report of the Thomas A. Edison. School for

Boys for the yvear 1929-30. Publications of the
Cleveland, Ohio, Board of Education, 1930.

Weigel, John C. (Institute for Juvenile Research,
Chicago) The State-Wide Service of the Institute

for Juvenile Research, Chicago. Department of
Public Service, 1927.

White House Conference on Child Health and Protection.
Abstract of the Report of the Committee on Special
Classes. Washington, D. C., 1930.

White House Conference on Child Health and Protection.

Abstract of the Report of the Socially Handicap ed~
Delinquency. Waeshington, D. G., 1930.

Whitehead, Mary Louise. (Institute for Juvenile Research,
Chicago) A Study of Truancy in one Rural County
in Illinois. The Department of Public Welfare,
Springfield, Illinois, 1926.

Williams, Herbert D. "Boys." Welfare Magazine, June 1,
1928, Ppo 772"9 . ’




	Loyola University Chicago
	Loyola eCommons
	1931

	A Study of Truancy in the Chicago Schools: An Abstract of a Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements For the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Loyola University, 1931
	Richard Jeffrey French
	Recommended Citation


	img808
	img809
	img810
	img811
	img812
	img813
	img814
	img815
	img816
	img817
	img818
	img819
	img820
	img821
	img822
	img823
	img824
	img825
	img826
	img827
	img828
	img829
	img830
	img831
	img832
	img833
	img834
	img835
	img836
	img837
	img838
	img839
	img840
	img841
	img842
	img843
	img844
	img845
	img846
	img847
	img848
	img849
	img850
	img851
	img852
	img853
	img854
	img855
	img856
	img857
	img858
	img859
	img860
	img861
	img862
	img863
	img864
	img865
	img866
	img867
	img868
	img869
	img870
	img871
	img872
	img873
	img874
	img875
	img876
	img877
	img878
	img879
	img880
	img881
	img882
	img883
	img884
	img885
	img886
	img887
	img888
	img889
	img890
	img891
	img892
	img893
	img894
	img895
	img896
	img897
	img898
	img899
	img900
	img901
	img902
	img903
	img904
	img905
	img906
	img907
	img908
	img909
	img910
	img911
	img912

