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PREFACE 

' The present study is a scientific corroboration of a 

philosophy which the author and a number ot researchers have 

found very relevant to the welfare of family life and society. 

As executive director of "Social Service," Venezuela 

(1959-1965), the author had the opportunity to work with fam

ilies of the country and slum areas. He observed that most 

ot those families consisted of one mother and an average num

ber of six children who had different fathers. Men seemed 

to have wrong ideas about family duties and man's power tor 

procreation. A number of poor women were forced to give them

selves to a different man every year, hoping to find a stable 

rather for their children; but they hoped in vain and instead 

ot alleviating the situation, they aggravated their tragedy. 

The author introduced a set of new values to children ot those 

families. In school, boys and girls were given instruction'on 

marriage and family life. rt was emphasized that marriage is 

a task that demands responsibility of both husband and wife. 

Groups were organized to discuss the role of the father, the 

mother, and children in the family. Boys and girls were taught 

that the hum.an being is the center of the universe; that women 

as well as men are human beings who deserve to be equally 

iv 
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esteemed and respeoted; and that ohildren need both the tather 

and the mother tor their education, ju1t aa they need.,.. both ot 

them tor their procreation. After eight years ot work it was 

possible to see the birth ot new tamilies and new community 

environments. 

The author haa belonge4 to tlle statt ot the !.atin American 

Christian Family Movement (CFM), Whio~ is the largest organiza

tion on marriage and tamily in Latin ~erioa. Its principles 
' . . . 

are inspired on the following postµla~e ot the Bible: Husband 

must love his wite as he loves himselt, and wite must love her 

husband as she loves herself (Ep.5: 28-29). The author has 

utilized the biblical ori~erion to he.ip oounselees solve their 

marital contliota. rts effectiveness has been evident in a 

number ot eases. 

In the experimental ~ehool projec~ supported by "Social 

Service" in .Anzoatequi, Venezuela, it was tound that rural 

parents who perceived marriage as a t~sk in w'bioh both husband 

and wite have mutual rights and ~esponsib111ties, we:re more 

cooperative with school, and their children 4ld petter academic 

work than those who did not have such a temily environment. 

Atte~ ten years ot ~orking with tanilies and children, the 

author had the opportunity to study at the Graduate School ot 

Loyola University. He took advantage ot hi.a new educationa.l 

insights to develop the Marriage Stylistic Test (MS~) in ordsr 

v 
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to measure some a&111ples ot ~ehavior intlueno~d by bis philo

sophic al ooncepta. The reader will tind that the author's 

ideas and experience&are supported by aoientltic literature 

and by qualified couples who, in spite ot possessing a d~tterent 

cultural background, stand tor tqe autbor'• views ~n regard 

to the bases ot a stable marraige. 

The author encourages mal'?9iage an4 tsmily counselors to 

use the MST and its philosophic~ principles to pelp the in

creasing number· ot couples who experience M'1l'ital problems. 

He also encourages lecturers an4 protessors ot marriage and 

family lite to provide the students with t~e ideas proposed 

in the present study, to study tnem, 811d to analyze their rel~ 

evance tor a constructive family develoimient. The author too 

suggests that professionally qualitied ~abpis, ~inisters, and 

Priesta try the MST principles aa ba~es tor preparing engaged 

couples tor marriage. Those principles are re~ated to a 

philoaophy ot lite and to a set ot spiri~al values whioh may 

be ot significance tor couples who believe in the religious 

a1pect ot marriage. 

Finally,, the author hope~ that bi• ooncepta IUld the find

ings ot the pre~ent research may ~erv~ a~ a positive contribu

tion to tne new generation in helping ~nem to gain insight ~/~(' 

the Am•ric8l'l Heritage ot Liberty, ~ustica, and DemoorRcy. It 

children have the opportunity to experieno~ th~ environ1n•nt ot 

v1 
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a democratic tamilf groUllded in truth and justice, and inspired 

by love end freedom, they will detend those values at the cost 

ot their lives. 

C. A. P. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUC'l'I ON 

Since the earliest times, the majority ot males and fe

males has looked upon marriage as an interactional task to be 

mutually involved in and to be worked at together, so that by 

their accommodation to its demands, they might achieve mutual 

aatistaction as well as the stability and duration ot the 

marriage bond. (Westermark, 1922; Groves, 1928; Darwin, 1952; 

Parsons and Bales, 1955; Adler, 1958; Hurvitz, 1965; Peeil, 
a 1968; Strauss, 1968; Pap,dllek, 1969). 

According to the changes and evolution ot society and 

its laws, societies have created multitudinous torms ot mari

tal interaction in order to secure these ends. First, they 

developed the matrilineal systems ot marital adjustment; 

then, the patriarchal types; and, today, some strive tor 

equalitarian torma ot marital accommodation. (Gsovski, 1947; 

Burgess and Wallin, 1953; Nimkott, 1954; Geiger, 1954; 

Mosely, 1959; Dreikurs, 1961; Hawkins, 1968). 

Unfortunately, the efforts to attain a stable marital 

lite seem, in many cases, to tail, tor the rates ot divorce, 

separation, and desertidn appear to increase steadily. The 

U. S. Bureau ot Census (1969) reports an increase in the rate 

ot divorce trom 0.9 in 1910, to 2.9 in 1968. The curious 
i 1 
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phenomenon is that in spite ot the apparently increasing num

ber ot failures in marital adjustment, the majority ot males 

and tamales do not appear to teel defeated. They still seek 

marital stability and suocess. The majority ot divorced peo

ple remarry {Glick, 1947). Many still marry at an early age. 

The rate ot early marriage among college and high school stu

dents appears to be constantly increasing {Christopheraon, 

1960; Burchinal, 1959). 

The problem is that marriage is a task too• two individu

als. But to some degree, the majority ot males and temales 

are trained to work alone or in groups. Generally, they 

have little experience in working in two's. Moreover, the 

majority ot males and tamales who enter married lite bring to 

it ditterent home experiences, educational backgrounds, and 

environments, ditterent frames of reference on marital satis-

taction, stability, and success, different behavior patterns 

based on past experiences, ditterent values, different styles 

of lite, and different goals. 

Therefore, a knowledge ot the factors which facilitate a 

stable marital relationship would be ot great value to those 

e11tering marriage; to those having dittioul ties in marital 

adjustment and accommodation; and to those who counsel and 

advise engaged, as well' as married people. 

Readings on philosophy {Aristotle, Thomas Aquinas, scho

lastic philosophers, E. Gilson, T. A. Petters, c. Boiyer); 

2 



on psychology (Baldwin, A. Adler, E. Fromm, C. Rogers, o. 
Curran, A. Arnold, R. Dreikurs); on marital research (Burgess, 

Locke, Te:rman, Nimkott, Groves, Ogburn); on religion (Old and 

New Testaments, Documents ot the Vatican II, Concilium., an 

International Magazine ot Theology); and participations in 

meetings and workshops (Christian Family Movement, Sr. Thomas 

More's Marriage Clinic, Dowing, Cal.) gave the writer the 

foundations tor the tollowing constitutional detinitions as 

applied to married lite. 

Love is an emotional attraction because ot which a 

spouse is moved to exercise proper concern for himself and 

his partner. 

TI'Uth is an attitude ot reality which induces a spouse 

to relate to his partner in the most honest and realistic 

way. 

Justice is an attitude ot equality which urges a spouse 

to give the partner what is his, and to take tor himselt what 

is his own. 

Pi-eedom is an attitude ot spontaneity which impels a 

spouse to accept marital responsibilities and to do his best 

to tultill the tasks voluntarily accepted. 

Statement ot the Problem 

i j This study is an attempt to explore tour taotors which 

' seem essential to a stable relationship between husband and 
L _____ , ........ ~~ ...... -;;. ~ ... _.. ...... " .......... , .. ~~ ... ____ ..... -... '-·"'-~ ... - ... ,,.- ~'.,._-_,,,. .. ~---~-, ..... , ....... "-,(;".· .... -·- """"··--' ~,.,. .. ,....,._-....................... -. ............. .i..at ..... -~--., 
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wite. A multiple-choice, task-oriented test will be designed 

with the purpose ot measuring the intluenoe ot these taotors. 

It evidence of such influence is tound, then this knowledge 

can be used to tacilitate stable marital interactions. Fur-

thermore, marriage and family co\lllselors will possess a 

structured and objective instrument, which will not only be 

helpful to their clients, but, because it will save their own 

time, helpful to themselves, as well. 

Dimensions ot the Study 

This study describes a psychosomatic, empirical, and 

factorial approach. Based upon behavioral observation, its 

purpose is to measure the interaction between a stable 

marriage, and the simultaneous action ot tour emotional atti

tudes ot the spouses, namely, love, truth, justice, and 

freedom. The emotional attitude which seeks attection will 

be termed "love"; that which desires reality, "truth"; that 

which wishes taimess and equality, "justice"; end that which 

moves toward spontaneity, "freedom". The tour emotional 

attitudes will constitute the bases ot the theory ot marital 

interaction, which the author ot the study will incorporate 

into a measurement instrument. 

Each of' the tour categories will be measured by itema 

related to behavioral situations in marital interaction, 

L."~.~~a~~~~~- t~~.~~~~, .. ~ .. ~~.~:~~~:~ho1ce,M:~1ag,e~ ~.~~listio 
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Test (MST). This instrument will be a bilingual (English 

and Spanish) questionnaire, the Spanish translation will be 

supervised by the Department ot Modern Languages ot Loyola 

University (Chicago). The Spanish translation will be used 

only in the Preliminary Research ot the present study. 

The content ot the items ot the questionnaire will be a 

systematic presentation ot marital interaction behavior and 

will involve the operational definitions ot love, truth, jus

tice, and freedom. The items will be classified into these 

tour categories by eight qualified judges, either clergymen 

or marriage counselors. The opinion ot the judges will be 

sorted according to the Q Technique developed by Stephenson. 

Sixty-tour items, at least, will be presented to the judges, 

because in the Q Sorting Technique "a good range is trom 60 

to 90 cards (F. N. Ke'l.inger, Foundations ot Behavioral Re

search, 1964). 

The sample selected will consist ot couples in which the 

male possesses the qualifications present in a stable mar

riage. 

A stable marriage is a tirm and permanent marriage, 

which is not easily dissolved. It involves husband's and 

wife's purpose of resisting dissolution and/or their ability 

to re-establish their original intention with respect to 

their marriage. A stable marriage will be operationally de-

I tined as a marriage in which man has been married only once, 
L ___ ..... _ .... ~-·-~·-···w-~-· .. ~.-~ ....... ~ .. ~ .............. , ........... _ , .... _,. 
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and his wife is living with him (U. S.Bureau ot Census. 

census ot Pepulation: 1960. SUbjeot Reports, Marital Status. 

Final Report P ( (2) - 4E) • According to the same report, 

72 per cent ot stable marriages reter to those in which men 

not only have these two charaoteristics, but are also white, 

in the 45-54 age braoket, with annual earnings ot $6, 748 up, 

and with 12.4-up school years (Tables 7-11). Bernard's com

ments on these tables will be valuable tor the writer (Jessie 

Bernard, "Marital Stability and Patterns on Status Varia

bles," 1966). 

The design ot the present investigation will be that ot 

an Ex Post Facto Approach (F. N. Ketinger, Foundations ot 

Behavioral Research, 1964.). The method ot selecting the sub

jects will be the so-called "self-selection into samples," 

because subjects will be selected in a non-random fashion 

into a sanple. The validity ot the categories will be mea

sured by the statistical analysis ot the subjects' responses 

to each category and by the comparison between husbands' and 

wives' answers. 

Justitication tor the study 

A stable relationship between husband and wite is cl9ll-
~ 

cial to family stability and to the weltare ot society 

(Goldstein, 1940; Waller, Golds~ein, and Lawrencek, 1941; 

Landis, 1960, 1962; Young, 1964; Smith, 1968; Lifschitz, .. 
..__ __ "'J< • ...ur..._~n .. __,.-....._.._,. __ ¥,_...._ . ...,, ___ ~•""-•-------~~~-!'""--·----------._;\ 
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• j 1968; Ginott, 1968). A positive correlation is reported be

tween the adjustment between husband and wife and their ohil

dren' s mental health (Perreira, 1967; Kram.er, '1968), emotio

nal adjustment, (Gesell et al., 1946; McDermott, 1968), abil

ity and achievement level (Robinson, Weintrau.£, end Smith, 

I 

I 
f 

I 
1968; Jones, Lundsteen, and Michael, 1967; Mui.timer, 

Loughling, and Powell, 1966). Terman ~ al. (19.59) found 

that well-adjusted husband and wife relationships tend to be 

associated with gitted children; While Bauman (1967) reported 

positive correlation between the failure ot marital adjust

ment end school dropouts. 

Th.ere is a tendency among spouses to look tor help in 

order to resolve the conflicts ot their marital relation-

ships. Between 1950 end 1959, the National Office ot the 

American Association ot Marriage Counselors received 14,323 

"help-request" letters (De Burger, 1967). The number of 

these requests alone would justify research tor valid and 

reliable approaches which could be of value to married per

sons in situations ot potential conflict. 

Most ot the published methods of measuring marital sta

bility are self-reporting devices. Their validity appears 

today to be very questionable. (FJ:Wumkin, 1953; Locke and 

Wallace, 1959; Edmonds, 1967). There is apparent justifioa-

tion tor en attempt to develop en instrument for the assess-

! ment ot marital stability, built upon the observational be-
l, __ ,_.._.,-. ..... ___ .._._...,"I• ...:a''"''""'' .~ . .._,....,-,.._,...,. .. ,,. .. ..,.. ... ,,...,~"""""'··'•w. .. ,-., . .._-,~,,.._.r...._v,~, ". -.-.....--'·"'·'-"·'"'""' 
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This is the primary purpose ot the 

, I 

I l 
Marriage Stylistic Teat (MST) which will be developed tor 

use in this study. In line with this approach there is a 

tendency among marriage and family researchers to obtain em

pirical data trom observable behavior (Nye and Bayer, 1963; 

Hill, 1966; Kirkpatrick, 1967). 

The tocus ot the literature in marriage and the tamily 

seems to be on tamily relationships rather than on those of 

husband and wite. The majority ot the latter studies attempt 

to explore the raw variables considered by the pioneers in 

marital adjustment investigation (Benson, 1952: Williamson, 

1952; Dean, 1966; Crouse, Karlins, and Schroder, 1968; 

Goodman and otshe, 1968). A holistic and empirical explora

tion ot the essential !actors ot marital stability is sug

gested by the recent development ot the Role Theory of mar

riage, Which is gaining general recognition (Mangus, 1957; 

Tharp, 1963). The findings of such an approach have not yet 

been published. 

Assumptions 

Marriage is here considered to be a social task, which a 

male and a female aooept spontaneously with the intention ot 
< 

working it out together and progressively. Their way ot 

cooperating is such that there will be neither superior nor 

interior status. Rather there will be two courageous part-

6 ' 
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ners with different .functions, working in a hol1.stic envi-

rorunent ot mutual affection and service (love), mutual sin-

cerity and trust {truth), equality (justice), and responsi-

bility (treedom), so that the action ot each one yields 

mutual satisf'action and leads to a degree ot closeness and 

congenialtiy such that neither partner can easily be replaced. -

In this study marriage is not simply considered as the 

solution to an individual problem or the satisfaction ot 

human instincts and drives. Rather, marriage is regarded 

as a goal-oriented task demanding the recognition ot mutual 

effort and cooperation, mutual interests, commitment, cour

age, and generosity on behalf of' the partners involved. 

It has been assumed that the simultaneous presence ot 

love, truth, justice and freedom in marital interaction 

enables husband and wif'e to perceive their marriage as the 

most memlingtul lite tor them, as the highest manner ot ex

pressing their mutual worthiness, and as the summum bonum ot 

their lives. These convictions being mutually understood, 

both partners strive to make ot their marriage an ongoing 

and maturing experience. The simultaneous action of the 

tour tactors canalizes the inner capacities tor social in

volvement, identification, empathy, and cooperation, that 

adjusted males and f em&.les are able to develop tor their own 

good and that of their community. 

The writer assumes that a task-oriented instrument with 
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I · j structured situations ot marital behavior is one ot the most 

usetul techniques to measure the simultaneous action ot love, 

truth, justice, end freedom in marital interaction. These 

tour concepts are significantly relevant :tor both men and 

women, husbands and wives. 
b.~·e~e> 

The writer also ~ ea that the ex post facto approach 

is one of the most convenient designs in the present invest

igation, because the variables ot the study do not lend 

themselves to experimental inquiry, and because a number ot 

the important variables in psychology, sociology, and eduoa-
/ 

tion, which are not maniputable have been explored by ex 

post tacto approach. 

Finally, the present study will be concentrated only on 

the simultaneous action of love, truth, justice, and freedom 

in marital interaction. The study will not explore any other 

variable such as personality traits, religious background, 

home experiences and so forth. 

Hypothesis 

Based on the previous assumptions, this study proposes 

the following hypothesis: It the emotional attitudes of 

attection (love), reality (truth), equality (justice), and 
' spontaneity (freedom) act simultaneously in marital interac-

tion, then, husband and wite will be able to evolve a stable 

marriage. This hypothesis is expressed in operational 
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terms as tollows: the scores ot husbands and wives who pos

sess the already mentioned characteristics ot a stable 

marriage will appear significantly high in total and in each 

ot the four categories (love, truth, justice, end freedom) 

ot the MST. Therefore, there will be no significant ditfer-

11 

ence between those scores either in total or in each category. 

strengths of this study 

It is commonly accepted in a democratic environment that 

family and married lite should be established on the fundamen

tal bases ot a democratic society. According to the Universal 

Declaration ot HUman Rights (December 10, l.Q.~8) and the 

Encyclical of Pope John XXIII, "Pacem in Terris" (Peace on 

Earth) a democratic society must be grounded in truth, must 

function according to the norms ot justice, and must be in-

spired by mutual love and freedom. Consequently, love, truth, 

justice, and freedom should be the bases to build up the mar-

ried lite. 

The factorial, empirical, and holistic attempts of this 

study are supported by the recent trend of marriage and tam-

ily research (Haley, 1962). 

The use ot task-oriented technique rather than that of a 

selt-report, inventory type not only corresponds to the re-

cent trend for personality assessments, but also provides 

person adminis-
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taring the test to observe the spouses and record their reao-

tions to these situations. 

The impersonal condition as well as the standardized 

wording and instructions ot the Marriage Stylistic Test seem 

to widen the area of information and to ensure a certain uni-

tormity of measurement. 

The Marriage Stylistic Test will provide subjects with 

structured situations which will allow them. to think about 

and evaluate concrete points of marital lite, thereby demand

ing practical application of the general principles involved, 

and providing subjects opportunities to react and to make 

critical associations and deductions. 

The Marriage Stylistic Test will use the multiple-choice 

technique which is currently the most widely employed for 

objective instruments. Moreover, pilot studies assign the 

MST reliability, validity, and diagnostic merits. In a mean 

length of 4.9 years of married lite, only two divorces and 

one separation have been reported among 179 couples of st. 

Mary ot the Lake Church, who were prepared for marriage accord

ing to the philosophy of the MST. The instrument was given 

to· eighty-five married and engaged couples. Aooording to 

the formula KR 20 , the MST yielded a coefficient ot .18. Its 
< 

reliability appears to be significant at the .01 level 
I I (A. Anastasi, Psychological Testing, 1968). Eleven couples 

l who endured marital oontlicts took the MS'r and the Locke-
~--·-- ...... - .. ~ .... -~ ...... '-' ...._ ... ,, .......... _,__,,_~,,,-.--~•·"1 ,><>,._·I>'"'·''.-"-~ ... ;.~l).I.• ,, __ ._ ~ .... ~>·-..--,~, ·'·•"1'> .Y<'°""', , ..... ,., .. -.-,.,,.,.,..,...... -~ 



,. 

• 

Wallace Short Marital-Adjustment Test. Husbands appe9.19 

negatively correlated on the two instruments (v= ~ .53); 

while the wives appear with a correlation ot .23. The MST 

may possess a therapeutic value that is not tomid in 

the Locke-Wallace Test. 

The present study will be an ex post facto study. The 

most important social scientific and educational research 

problell1S do not lend themselves to experimentation, but to 

the ex post tac to approach. "It is likely that the ex post 

facto studies would outnumber and outrank experimental stu

dies" (F. N. Ke1iinger, Foundations of Behavioral Research, 

1964). 

Limitations 

13 

It may be objected that the Marriage Stylistic Test will 

be at the disposal ot only those subjects who can read the 

directions, understand the questions, and ponder them. 

Nevertheless, illiterate people can also be given the test 

by converting it into a "!rue-False" device and administer

ing 1 t verbally. 

The selection ot the S8.Il'lple may be another source ot 

criticism, because "salt-selection into samples" does not 

have the power to randomize. Selt-selection into comparison 

groups (stable marriages and marriages in process ot divorce) 

was attempted with the cooperation ot DI'. I. A. Barch, Dirac-
~--.- .... ~"""'-"~"··"'""..,.~_. ··•p<,•• .~"'"""'"" ~·-· "'" > ··~-,.,4 "'' '""· -~-... ,,_.,. . .,,.,,.., .. ..,.....,'::" ,-r_•_"··-··•r ,_,__,.,..., •.•1W'>-•, ·""'•$.• .. 
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. I tor ot Divorce Conciliation Service ot the Circuit Court ot 

cook County, Chicago, and ot the Rev. Msgr. R. A. Rosemeyer, 

Director ot Matrimony Metropolitan Tribunal of the Archdio

cese ot Chicago. It was not possible to obtain the coopera

tion ot the couples in the process ot divorce. What these 

couples wanted is to obtain a divorce at any cost. Neverthe

less, the sample ot the present investigation will be a rep-, 
resentative one, taken trom the ordinary population, rather 

than .trom the student population as it has been customary in 

the majority ot studies on human behavior (Locke, 1951). 

Finally, it seems that subjects' willingness to cooperate is 

one ot the most ettective ways to meet the problems of tak

ing and malingering, to which personality tests are especial

ly subject (Anastasi, 1968). 

Summary 

Marriage has generally been considered as a social task 

in which male and female work together with a certain desire 

tor stability. The marital relationship has been shaped and 

reshaped with the purpose ot making its stability more 

attainable. However, it seems that success is still tar from 

being achieved, tor the rate ot marital tailure is constantly 

increasing. A possible explanation is that whereas marriage 

is a task tor two individuals, the majority ot people who 

marry have had little experience in cooperative \llldertakings 
' ............... *' '"~·t•-~a...w- ,, .. ~ ........... .-_.,,..,._>IL<~--.~,,.,""•· ..... 
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and, furthermore, bring to this life partnership difterent 

experiences, styles ot lite, and goals. 

This study will strive tor an empirical and holistic 

approach to the exploration of the simultaneous action ot 

tour tactors which seem essential tor developing a stable 

marital interaction. The taotora are love, truth, justice, 

and freedom. 

The tour factors are related to the tour variations of 

15 

one ot the independent variables ot the hypothesis. These 

variations will be measured by the Marriage Stylistic Test. 

The other independent variable will be varied in two ways 

(husbands and Wives}. The operational dimensions ot the hy

pothesis are the following: the scores ot husbands and wives 

who possess the already mentioned characteristics of a stable 

marriage, will appear significantly high in total and in 

each ot the tour categories (love, truth, justice, and free

dom) ot the MST. Therefore, there will be no significant 

ditterallQe between those scores either in total or in eaoh 

category. 

I 
L_. ____ «.-•·•~·- .~·· ~•<M--~-'''·- ••--' ·- ··•-·•'·• ... • '"• ·-f··-•·~~·"''·"c. ••· ~·~·'' ·~·•·, 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEd OF LITERATURE 

The attitudes ot society toward marriage have undergone 

much change and evolution. In some countries, the institu

tion of marriage waa so emphasized that all the dynamic f ac

tors of marital relationship had to be accepted unquestion

ingly to the ultimatum: "What God has united, man must not 
1 separate." In some countries .freedom was so exalted that 

not only did other factors seem to disappear, but the marital 
2 relationship itself appeared to be endangered. 

Recently, society seems n1ore conscious of the complexity 

of the marital relationship. Marriage is considered one of 

the moat serious affairs of life, 3 demanding the "joint 

et.forts ot the leaders in research, teaching, and profession

al service. 11 4 

~t. 19:6. 

2vladimir Gsovski, "Marriage and Divorce in Soviet Law," 
Georgeton Law Journal, 1947, 35 (2), 217-218. 

3Harold J. Berman, "Soviet Family in the Light of Russian 
History and Marxist Theory," Yale Law Journal, 1946-47, 56 
(1), 39-47. < -

~ational Council on Family Relations, Journal of Marriag~ 
and the Family, 1969, 31 (1), 1. 

l.6 
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The attitudes ot society toward marriage seem to confirm 

the taot that males and females are equipped with inner poten

tialities which lead them to make married lite a mutually re

sponsible task;5 and a loyal, truthful and intimate relation

ship with ditterent tunctions. 6 

The scientitio study of this institution is a recent 

development. Earlier, marriage was considered a personal and 

sacred aftair. A successful marriage was regarded as a pro

vidential gift and the unsuccessful one as bad luck. The 

continuously increasing rate of divorce and separation, how

ever, gave evidence that success or tailure in marriage is 

more than a casual matter. Then, researchers became inter-

ested in exploring the factors leading to success or failure 

in marriage.7 

The scientitic study of marriage encompasses two periods: 

the period before and the period atter the Industrial Revolu-

tion and the introduction ot technology. The factors, or the 

emotional attitudes considered to be essential in this study 

ot the marital relationship relate to the capacity tor love, 

7Emest w. Burgess and Paul wallin,Enfa~ement and Marriage 
(Chicago: J. B. Lippincott company, 9 3), pp. 33-34. 

l WWW•• 
t 
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I truth, jua tice, and freedom. These are to be fotmd in both 

periods, although they have been ditterently understood and 

applied according to the evolution of society. 

Before the teohnologioal era, the taotors of love, truth, 

justice, and freedom appeared to be aspects of a peripheriieal 

marital relationship imposed by need tor survival and tradi

tion, and not as goals which it was possible to reach. 

Love appeared to be the spouses' concern tor children, 

distribution ot labor, and eoonomio protection. 8 

The dimensions ot truth in marital relationship in early 

ages are ditticult to determine. Darwin provides only vague 

information. In the beginning "man," he says, "lived in 

small communities each with a single wite."9 Later, the 

Judeo-Christian ethic held that a human relationship becomes 

constructive when it is based on truth, which is the root of 
10 

freedom, of virtue, and of everything that is good. How-

ever it is very difficult to know how sincere the marital re

lationship could have been in a society in which parents, 

rather than bride and groom, chose the partner and arranged 

the marriage. 

8ICrpeat Rutherford Groves and William Fielding Ogburn, ~ 
American Pamil~ and Marriage Relationship (New York: HIDU'y 
and Company, I 68), p. 8. 

9Charles Darwin, The Origin ot Species by Means of Natural 
Selection. The Descent ot Man and Selection to Sex, Vol. 
XLIX (Chfoago: Encyclopedia Britanica Inc., 1952), p. 58. 

lOJn. 8:30-51. 
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i Justice has tended to be interpreted in terms ot the 

husband's rights and wite•s duties, except in the matrili

neal system, in which the wite's rights were placed rela

tively above the husband's because ot the emphasis on blood 
11 

ties. In the Patriarchal society, which still prevails in 

many parts ot the world today, equality between husband and 

wite appears to be a goal which a wife can never achieve.12 

Among primitive people, a wife was considered private proper-
13 ty, owing loyalty to her husband. 

In early Greek culture the husband was granted absolute 

power. Philosophers taught that men are by nature superior 

to women. "Males are by ,nature better quali.tied to command 

than .temales."14 A reaction against the Aristotelian posi

tion is observed in Plato's Writings. 15 

lls1mon Marcson, "Some Methodological consequences ot Corre-
la tional Analysis in .Anthropology," American Anthropologist, ! 
1943, !1:2. (3), 591. 

12Meyer P. Nimkof't, Marriage and the Family, ed. by William 
F. Ogburn (Cambridge, Massachusetts: The Riverside Press, 
1947), pp. 60-76. 

13Edward Westermark, 
A Criticism to the 

14Aristotle, The Politi'cs ot Aristotle, trans. by J.E.c. 
Welldon (London: Macmillan and co., 1883), p. 86. 

l5Plato, The Laws, Trans. by A. E. Taylor (Dutton, New York: 
Every Man's Library, 1966), p. 320. 

' 
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j Judeo-Chr1stian tradition considers woman equal by na-
1, 16 

ture to men. She is bone of his bones, flesh of his 

j tlesh. 17 Nevertheless this Biblical concept was misinterpre-

1 ted by the influence ot the Roman Law. In the Middle Ages 

the wife was considered as a "minor under the guardian!!hip of 

her husband. "18 

Originally, freedom seemed to involve the responsibility 

of husband end wife toward children, who were considered to 

be a result of marriage. Freedom was not a formal cause of 

marriage because neither bride nor groom had the opportunity 

to choose his mate, but had to accept the one imposed by the 
19 

parents, or society. 

After the Punic Wars (207 B.'c. - 37 A. C.), Roman Cul-

ture endeavored to abolish the husband's tutelage, under 

which a Wife had to live perpetually. 20 By the time ot 

Cicero and Juvenal, women's position. had considerably im

proved. Many women were influential in education and poli-

16Pope Pius XII, "Woman's Role: The Catholic View, 11 Marriage 
and Family Living, 1944-46, 6-8 (5), 6. 

17 Gn. 2 :23-24. 

l8.aophie Grinberg-Vinauer, "The Status of Women Throughout 
the World," Marriage and Family Living, 1955, !1. (3), 197. 

l9Emest W. Burgess and Paul Wallin,Eng~ement and Marriage 
(Chicago: J. B. Lippincott Company, 19 3), p. 26. 

l--~~~~~~~-~~~!~!~~~:~~:~~i'.,~~~!~~a~~:~~2:mu1~~-~N ew 
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21 I 
tics. Juvenal satirizes them as follows: "She glows, as it 

were, with the rage ot dominion over her husband, which she 

exercises regna.nt." 21 Roman brides were given the right to 

select their partners. "Nuptiae solo oonsensu contrahuntur" 
22 

(Marriage is by consensus only). 

I 
I 
I 

After the Industrial Revolution end the introduction ot 

technology marital relationship tended to pass trom a relation 

ot peripheral interests to one ot intrinsic concern. Marriage! 

was regarded as an anotional, intimate, and equalitarian rela

tionship between husband and wife, rather than as a husband

centere d association ot domestic production and economic pro

tection. The marriage ot the post-technological era attempted 

to be an "inter-personal relationship tor achievement ot the 

highest values ot companionship." 23 The new trend was very 

complex. It demanded from the partners mutual understanding 

ot feelings and emotions, mutual satisfaction ot personality 

needs, commonality ot values and goals, and adequate perfor

mance of marital duties. 

21necimus Junius and Autus Persius Flaccus, Decimi JUnii 
Juvenalis Aquinat1s Satirae ("Juvenal Pers1us Satires"), 

22.w. w. Buckland and Arnold MoNair, Roman Law and Common Law 
(London: Cambridge University Preas, 1936), p. 23. 

23Ernest w. Burgess ~d Pa\ll Wallin, Enfa~ement and Marriage 
(Chicago: J. B. Lippinoott Company,9:3), p. 28 



Hart, Burgess, Cattrell, Wallin, Terman, Locke, Bernard, 

Davis, Hamilton, Kelly, Kirkpatrick, Landis and Lend.is, 

Schroeder, and Winch are pioneers in the scientitio study ot 

marriage in the post-technological era. 

22 

Burgess and Cathell attempted to develop a criterion tor 

"marital adjustment" or successful marriage. The criterion 

reters to the proper attitudes and proper performance ot each 

partner.24 Later, Burgess and Wallin in a longitudinal 

study ot 1,000 couples tound that the suitability ot marital 

attitudes and pertormances appears to be based on mutual 

attection, equality, truthfulness, and responsibility ot 

spouses. Love is "an essential component in the compenion-
25 ship-relation marriage." Burgess distinguishes true love 

trom idealistic or romantic love. Th• former is the basis 

ot "conmrunity ot marriage." The latter ends in divorce, be

cause it possesses the lover so completely that reputation, 

honor, truth, and loyalty seem as nothing compared to "the 

smile ot the loved one. 1126 

Marital equality is called by Burgess and Wallin "emo· 

tional interdependence" in which husband and wite usually 

24 Ibid., p. 739. 

25Ibid., p. 421. 

26Ernest Burgess, "The Romantic Impulse and Family Disorga
nization," The Survey Index, 1963, 2:f., 291. 
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expect and receive trom each other sympathetic understanding, 

encouragement, and expression of appreciation. n 27 The same 

authors interpret marital responsibility as the partners' 

ability to select a mate and to act "as a couple rather then 

as separate individuals. n28 

The two studies mentioned above did not explore the 

tour general factors they consider essential in marital in

teraction. The authors preferred to study many factors de

rived from the general ones or related to them; to measure 

these by self-rating techniques, in order to determine their 

predictive value in marital success; and thus to establish an 
r 

index of marital adjustment o~ success. Burgess and Cathell 

proposed the composite criterion or marital adjustment, but 

they recognized that such a criterion appeared to be so 

heterogeneous and diffusive that "it was not possible to say 

what the total score received by any person actually means.n 29 

Burgess and Wallin attempted to meet the objection against 

Burgess and cathell's composite criterion. They devised 

"multiple criteria of marital success," consisting of speci-

27Ernest w. Burgess and Paul Wallin,ai!a~ement and Marriage 
·(Chicago: J.B. Lippincott company, 9 3), p. 483. 

28Ibid., p. 456. 

29Ibid., p.483. 
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30 
riteria with certain numbers of items. . But the speci-

1 31 
I tio criteria are indefinite in number. Then, it also be-
1 

comes impossible to determine the basic criteria to measure 

marital suooess. 32 A teasible way ot obtaining auoh criteria 

would be the consideration ot marital relationship as a Whole. 

Burgess and Wallin pointed out this possibility.33 The pre

sent study attempts to consider marital relationship as a 

whole, end to explore tour taotors, love, truth, justice, and 

freedom, which seem essential to a successful marriage. 

These factors must begin to operate in pre-marital behavior 

and continue to increase throughout married lite. 

While Burgess, CgtJrell, and Wallin attempted to develop 
6 IJ 

a predictive meaUS'I'e ot marital adjustmen.t, Terman proposed 

to validate a predictive measure ot marital happiness. The 

studies are essentially the same in regard to method and pro

oedures, 34 differing, however, in terminology and emphasis. 

The tormer f ocuees on the importance ot social and economic 

30ibid., p. 484. 

311bid., p.487. 

32clit.t'ord R. Adams, "Evaluating Marriage Prediction Test," 
Marriage and Family Living, 1550-1, 12-13 (1), 55. 

33Ernest Burgess and Paul Wallin,Engagement and Marriage 
(Chicago: J. B. Lippincott Company, 1953), p. 434 . 

.34 Ibid., p. 41. 
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tactors in marital adjustment; the latter attempts to explore 

the psychological tactors ot marital happiness. Terman 

attacks this problem trom three directions: personality char

acteristics, general background, and sexual adjustment. The 

general tactor ot equality embodied the 22 items ot Terman's 

predictive instrument. He reports that happy husbands and 

wives have more interests in common, a greater area ot agree-

ment, and better attitudes tavoring compatibility, then the 

unhappy ones.35 Although the background tactors were "to

tally uncorrelated with happiness scores," nevertheless, 

equality or near equality ot mental ability is "the most 

favorable situation. 11 36 AJnong the sex factors, "equality or 

near equality in sex drive is an important tactor in happi

ness. n37 on the other hand, in the investigation of domes

tic grievances, Terman tound that spouses' lack ot atteotion, 

truthtulness, end responsibility have the highest rank corre

lation with marital complaints. 38 

3~ew1a M. Terman, Psychological Factors in Marital Happiness 
(New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, Irie., 1938), p. 267. 

)~Ibid., pp. 110-141. 

37 
Ibid., pp. 369-371. , 

I 38Ibid., p. 374. 

t _____ ·--·· -·----· ··--·-'·-·--·-·· .... 
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Like the other studies, Terman's did not explore the 

basic factors embodied in the three directions by which he 

approached the problem ot marital happiness. He did investi

gate a number ot facets taken trom the basic factors. How-
II,; 

ever, the facets are legion end his study conaidred only a 

limited number.39 Moreover, Locke reports that many of the 

tacets selected by Termm1 are questionably related to mari

tal happiness.4° Likewise, Terman recognizes that he vali

dated the predictive items "against the scores made by the 

same subjects on the test ot marital happiness." Then the 

problem of halo ettect appears evident.41 There is, as yet, 

no certainty concerning the factors which are predictive of 

marital happiness.42 

Burgess, Cathell, Wallin, and Terman concentrated their 

investigations on the predictive criterion ot marital suc

cess, 'Whereas Locke oriented his investigation toward the ad

justment criterion ot marriage. He attempted to measure the 

39Ibid., pp. 84-109. 

4olbid., p. 357. 

41
narvey J. Locke, "Tentative Knowledge About Marriage and 
Family Relations," Marriage and Family Living, 1941, 2._ 
(4), 73-75. 

42r.ewts M. Terman, "Predicting Marriage Failure From Test 
Scores," Marriage and Family Living, 1950-1, 12-13 (1), 52. 
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· satistactory and unsatisfactory marriage. For him, marital 

I adjustment is a "continuum, ranging trom complete adjustment 

to complete maladjustment. 11 43 The criterion used to measure 

adjustment is "happiness in marriage, as judged by an out

sider, 11 and that used to measure maladjustment is divorce. 41+ 

Both adjustment and maladjustment are oonsidered a dynamic 

process. The tormer raters to the ability ot spouses to 

adapt to each other, to resolve conflicts, to develop common 

interests, to tultill their expectations, and to teel satis

fied with the marriage. The latter refers to the culmination 

ot oontlicts and.disagreements, and consequently, to the 

withdrawal ot the spouses. 45 

The criterion proposed by Locke is very objective, but 

it has the disadvantages that Burgess and Wallin attributed 

to single criteria ot marital success, "all marriages Where 

the couples continue living together are not successful 

unions. 11 46 Many are as unhappy as those which end in div»e-oe. 

43Purnall Benson, "The Interests ot Happily Married Couples." 
Marriage and Family Living, 1952, _!!t, 276. 

45Ib1d., p. 45. 

46Ibid., p. 358. 
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otten, the spouses live together only because ot children or 

because ot social conventionality. Furthermore, the criter

ion, "happiness, as judged by an outsider," does not seem to 

have the validity Locke assigns to it.47 Happiness is a 

subjective concept, which means "di.1' .t'eren t things to ditter

ent persons. 1148 Moreover, judgment o.1' happiness is subject 

to the contamination of conventionalization.4
9 

The spouses' 

desire tor social acceptance exists not only in relation to 

their neighbors, but also in relation to their relatives. 

The tendency to conceal marital unhappiness "would be essen

tially prominent in persons with a strong need" tor social 

approval. 50 

The present study aims to explore the basic taotors ot 

the process of adjustment, which Locke views as "hypotheses 

tor further research. u5l These factors are love, truth, 

4 7Ernes t W. Burgess and Paul Wallin, En~a~ement and Marriage 
(Chicago: J. B. Lippincott company, I 5 ), p. 474. . · 

48 Ibid., p. 475. 

49vernon H. Edmonds, "Marital Conventionalization: Definition 
and Measurement, 11 Journal of Marriage and the Family, 1967, 
29 (4)' 681. 

50James L. Hawkins, "The Locke Marital Adjustment Test and 
Social Desirability," Journal of Marriage and the Familz, 
1966, 28 (2), 193. 

28 
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52 justice, end freedom. These factors also provide the 

structure tor the eighty-two items which the marriage inves

tigators mentioned above report to be tavorable to marital 

adjustment.53 

29 

Although there has not been, as yet, a systematic study 

ot the tour factors that this study considers basic tor mari

tal stability, nevertheless, a nwnber ot authors have 

attempted to explore each ot them separately, and a trend is 

observed toward a holistic approach. 

"Love" was presented as the basic tactor necessary to 

rebuild the lite ot the family and the nation which had been 

seriously atfected by the universal catastrophe ot World War 

II. 54 Levinger interprets love as an altruistic attitude 

which involves regard tor, devotion to, and interest in 

others. He hypothesized that couples experiencing ditticulty 

in marriage "would show a lower proportion of altruistic 

choices than couples reporting no difficulty. n55 Findings 

52Ibid., pp. 358-360. 

SJibid., pp. 342-357. 

54Allan E. Risadorph and Jeannie R. Risedorph, "Education 
tor Marriage and The Family as a Means ot strengthening 
National Security," Marriage and Family Living, 1942, !± 
( 2)' 57. ' 

55George Levinger, "Altruism in Marriage: A Test ot the 
Buerkle-Badgley Battery," Journal ot Marriage and the 
Fmnily, 1965, 27 (1), 34. 



gave little support to Levinger's hypothesis, though this may 

have been due to the subjective nature of the instrument. 

There is a tendency among investigators to consider marital 

love as a mutual task whose spontaneous acceptance contributes ' 

to marital satisfaction. Luckey considers marital love as an 

unselfish and cooperative task;56 tor Hawkins, it is a mutu

ally positive emotional interaction;57 for Goodrich and 

Boomer, it is the spouses' ability to work together;58 for 

Levinger, it is the "driving and restraining forces," which 

provide marriage durability and loyalty. 59 
The concept ot 

love as "mutual task" had already been proposed by Adler. He 
60 claims that marital love is "a task tor two individuals." 

56Eleanore Braun Luckey, "Marital Satisfaction and Personlai
ty Correlates o:t Spouse," Journal ot Marriage and the 
Family, 1964, ~ (2), 219. 

57 Jam.es L. Hawkins, "Association Between Companionship, 
Hostility and Marital satisfaction," Joll?"nal ot Marriage 
and the Fantl.lz, 1964, 23 (2), 219. 

58wells D. Goodrich and Donalds Boomer, "Experimental 
Assessment ot Modes of Conflict Resolution," Family 
Process, 1962, £ (1), 15-24 • 

.59George Levinger, "Marital Cohesiveness and Dissolution: 
An Integrative Review," Journal ot Marriage and the Familz, 
1965, 27 (l), 27. 
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The author ot this study is in agreement with Adler, and 

proposes to "Provide empirical bases tor this concept. 

Truth was considered by Locke essential to marital com

munication. For him the success of marriage depends on the 

ability ot the spouses to connnunicate intimately and honest

ly with each other. 61 

However, researchers' interest in communication tactors 

is rather recent. only two studies on behavioral interaction 
62 

ot married people were published up until 1963. They are 

the "Interaction Process .Analysis" ot Robert Bales, and the 

"Husband-Wife Interaction over Revealed Di.tterencestt ot 

strodbeok. One ot the reasons seems to be the complexity ot 

the communication process. There is not yet a theory availa

ble to "isolate the important variables to be measured." 

Neither is there yet an "adequate precedent" to compile a h1s-
63 

tory ot experimentation ot this problem. Among the new 

studies on communication may be mentioned that ot Straus, who 

tound that social status is associated with comnnmioation: 

middle-class tamilies have better possibilities of co:mmunicat-

61ifarvey J. Locke, "Tentative Knowledge .A.bout Marriage and 
Family Relations," Marriage and Family Living, 1959, 21 
( 2)' 127. 

62rrwin Katz, et al., "H•ed Satisfaction, Perception, and 
Cooperative Interactions in Married.Couples," Marriage 
and Family Living, 1963, 25 (2), 209. 

' 
63Jay Haley, "Family Experiments: A New Type of Experimenta

tion," Family Process, 1962, ,.!. (2), · 268. 
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ing than working-class tamilies. Goodman and Ofshe observe 

that empathy plays an important role in effective marital 

communication because ot the idea ot equality that empathy 
65 

involves. In this study the researcher states that empa-

thy is always present in an ettective marital communication 

and that middle-class families have a better opportunity to 

learn a good way ot coI1J111unicating than do working-class fam

ilies. Nevertheless, the author ot this study holds that 

truthfulness is the basic factor which makes spouses' com

munication the most realistic, honest, and intimate way of 
66 

interacting. 

Justice seems to be the basic factor which researchers 

preter. Landis reports that "give and take" is one of the 
67 factors which explain the success ot marriage. Sait con-

siders equality as the basis ot a creative and democratic 

6~urray A. Straus, "A Communication creativity, and Problem
Solving Ability of Middle and Working Class FB.Dlilies in 
Three Societies," The American Journal ot Sociology, 
1968, 1l (4), 267. 

65Norman Goodman and Richard Of she, "~pathy, Communication 
Efficiency, and Marital Status," Journal of Marriage and 
the Family, 1968, J.Q. (4), 597-603. 

66Ernest R. Groves, "What Kind ot a Family Do We Wish to 
Develop in America?," Marriage and Family Livins, 1941, 3, 
68. 

67 Jud.son T. Landis, "Adjustments After Mal'riage," Marriage 
and Family Living, 1947, 9-11 (1), 34. 
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tamily. 
69 

A similar conclusion is proposed by Papanek. 

other studies apply equality to operational situations such 
. 70 71 

as congruence ot perception, threshold ot verbalization, 
72 

and dyad participation. Nevertheless, there is no agree-

33 

ment aJnOng the authors about equality as a basic tactor ot 

marital happiness. D1er and Urban indicate that equal! ty does 

not appear in all the areas which contribute to a successtul 
73 marriage. Udry, Nelson, and Nelson devised an instrument 

to measure the equalitarian relationship. It was hypothe

sized that the higher the agreement and sharing, the better 

68Una vernard sait, "Democracy and the Family," Journal o:t 
Marriage and the F8lllily, 1940, _g_ (1), 5-7. 

69Miriam L. Papanek, "Authority and sex Roles in the Family, " 
Journal ot Marriage and the Family, 1969, 31 (1), 96. 

70Eleanore Braun Luckey, "Marital Satisfaction and Personal
ity Correlates ot Spouse," Journal ot Marriage and the 
Family, 1960, _gg, (1), 54. 

71Gordon Shipman, "Speech Thresholds and Voice Tolerance in 
Marital Interaction," Marriage and Family Living, 1960, 
~ (3),206. 

72T. R. Young, "Recreation and Family Stress: An Essay in 
Institutional conflicts," Journal ot Marriage and the 
Family, 1964, ~ (1), 95. 

73w1111am G. Dyer and Dick Urban, "The Institutionalization 
ot Equal! tarian Family Norms," Marriage and Family Living, 
1958, 20 (1), 58. 
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1 the dyad relationship. Results did not oontirm the hypothe-

1 sis. 74 Kimm~l and Havens restrict the equalitarian relation

' ship to middle-class American marriages.75 Dreikurs proposes 

the Adlerian concept ot equality: a marital union to which 

"both partners can give themselves totally, spiritually as 

well as physically.J
6 

Be reters to such a union as "man's 

highest aspiration and fondest dream." 77 The present study 

attempts to explore the Adlerian position by means ot a 

holistic and empirical approach. 

Freedom is assumed to be one ot the essential character-

istics ot the companionship-relation marriage ot the American 

society. 78 In a survey on marital expectations ot a number 

74Richard J. Udry, Harold A. Nelson, and Ruth Nelson, "AP 
:Empirical Investigation ot Some Widely Held Beliets About 
Marital Interaction." Marriage and Family Living, 1961; 
28 <4>' 390. 

75Paul R. Kimmel and John W. Havens, "Game Theory Versus Mu
tual Identification: Two Criteria tor Assessing Marital Rela
tionships," Marriage and Family Living, 1966, 28 (4), 464. 

76Heinz L. Ansbacher and Rowena R. Ansbacher, ed., The Indi
vidual Ps cholo ot Altred Adler. A S stematic Presenta

arper and 

77Rudolt Dreikurs, Equality, The Challenge ot our Times 
(Chicago, Illinois: By the Author, 6 N. Mieli!gan Ive., 
1961), p. 64. 

78 ; 
James L. Hawkins, "Association Between Companionship, Hoa-
tili ty, and Marital satistaeti9n," Journal ot Marriage and 
the Family, 1968, 12_ (4), 647-650. 
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ot couples at twenty-three years ot age, Peeil tound that 

treedom and spontaneous decision are emphasized by 85 per 
79 cent ot the couples. Risedorph and Risedorpb introduced 

freedom as a factor necessary to help the tamily and the 
80 country overcome the crisis provoked by World War II. In 

a study on emotional maturity and marital adjustment ot 

6,000 married couples, Dean reported that the eleven items ot: 

his scale, which proposed to measure the function of freedom 

in marital adjustment yielded a correlation of .80 as com-
81 pared with the other fourteen components of the scale. 

Levinger mentions freedom as an "external" factor ot "marital 

cohesiveness," but he does not provide any specific data to 
82 support his assertion. From the experiments developed by 

79Elizabeth Peeil, "Role Expectations When Entering Dltc 
Marriage," Joumal of Marriage and the Family, 1968, 30 
(1), 163. 

80Allan E. Risedorph and Jeannie R. Risedorph, "Education 
tor Marriage and the Family as a Means of Strengthening 
National Security," Marriage and Family Living, 1942, !!. 
( 2)' 57. 

81nwight G. Dean, "Emotional Maturity and Marital Adjust
ment," Journal of Marriage and the Familz, 1966. 28 (4), 
4.55-456. 

82George Levinger, "Marital Cohesiveness and Dissolution. An 
Integrative Review," Journal ot Marriage and the Family, 
1965, ?l. (1), 21. . 
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Haley on tamily stability, treedom seems to be one ot the 

tactors which influence; ettective transactions between t8l'l1-
83 

ily members. Clements hypothesized that a stable marriage 

is characterized by two conditions: awareness and traedom. 

He explored the tirat one, but he did not examine the se

cond one. 8~ The present study attempts to examine the 

role ot freedom in marital stability. 

Views about role expectations in marriage are also rel

evant. _They provided the writer ot this research With valu

able indications tor the development ot the Marriage 

Stylistic Test (MST) and tor the T-F Instrumer1t (fFI). These 

instruments contain a aeries ot situations portraying role 

expectations and role enactments that comprise needs and 

taaks to be met and solved by men and women who endeavo?' tor 

a stable married lite. 

While the direction ot this study gained support trom 

trends in tnal'ital research, Parsons and Bales aimed to 

apply the Interaction Process Analysis ot a small decision-

83Jay Haley, "Fmnily Experiments: A New Type ot Experimenta
tion," Fanily Process, 1962, ! (2), pp. 277-278. 

84w11liam H. Clements, "Marital Interaction and Marital 
Stability: A Point ot View and a Descriptive Comparison ot 
stable and Unstable Marriages," Journal ot Marriage and the 
Fam.11~ 1967, ~ (4), 697-698. 
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I 85 
making group to marital and family relationships. Male and 

female organisms, as well as society, demand role differen

tiation to achieve an integrative union.86 The success ot 

the ditterent roles played by husband and wite depends upon 

each spouse's responsibility in solving the task and "meet

ing the needs" ; 87 upon mutual, positive at.tection and soli-
88 89 darity; upon real communication and "consensus;" and upon 

the "taking and giving step"90 or mutual adequate reaction 

"in order to reach a satistactory 'closure' or sense o.t com

pletion. n 91 All these factors constitute the "latent state" 

ot common values and goals which encourage ditferentiation 

and integration.92 In a cross-cultural study ot seventy-tive 

ditterent ethnic groups, Zelditch tound that role ditterenti-

85Talcott Parsons and Robert F. Bales, Socialization and 
Interaction Process (Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Pi'ess, 
1955)' p. 303. 

86Ibid., p. 385. 

87Ibid., pp. 379-387. 

88Ibid., p. 299. 

89Ib1d., p. 297. 

90ibid., p. 396. 

91Ibid., p. 273. 

92Ibid., p. 382. 
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ation ot husband and wite is a universal tact. 93 The pre

sent study attempts to operationalize the factors ot love, 

truth, justice, and freedom, which constitute what P.irson5and 

Bales call the "latent state" ot role differentiation. 

The concepts ot needs and roles had already been pro-

posed by Burgess and Wallin, end by Locke. The marital com

panion relationship involves "role pattems"94 and a mutual 

understanding of personality needs. 95 Locke proposed the 

"re-definition ot mutual roles" to relieve the conflicts in 
96 marriage. Nevertheless, the concepts ot needs and roles 

appeared to be objects ot researchers' interest only atter 

Peterson and Bales developed their Interaction Process Analy

sis and Role Differentiation. 

Winch presented the theory of "complementary needs." 

Blazer made an empirical study of the theory and found that 

rather than a relationship between complementariness and 

marital happiness, the data suggested an association between 

93 
Ibid., pp. 307-348. 

9~rnest W. Burgess and Leonard s. Cottrell, "The Prediction 
ot Adjustment in Marriage," American Sociological Review, 
·1936, ! {5), 739. 

95Ernest W. Burgess and Paul Wallin, En~~ernent and Marriage 
(Chicago: J. B. Lippfncott Company, I ), p. 28. 

96Harvey J. Locke, "Tentative Knowledge about Marriage and 
Family Relations," Marriage and Pamily Living, 1941, l 
<4>, 77. 



97 
similarity ot needs and marital happiness. In a recent 

study Mathews and Mihanovich announced a positive correla

tion between marital adjustment and tultillment ot each 

other's needs. However, they designated "the specitic inter

active pattern involved" as a matter ot tuture research.98 

Hey and Mudd indicated that marital problems are provoked by 

the spouses' tailtire to t'ultill needs "tor achievement and 

appreciation, tor love and security, and to experience some 
99 measure ot variety." In a new study Winch attempts to de-

mark the boundaries ot the theory ot complementary needs. He 

points out that need gratification should be at different 
100 

levels ot intensity, according to the partner's condition. 

He seems to look tor a homeostatic marital relationship based 

on what this study names principle ot justice or equality. 

97 John A. Blazer, "Complementary Needs and Marital Happi
ness," Marriage and Family Living, 1963, 25 (1), 95. 

98vincent D. Mathews and Clement s. Mihanovich, "New Orienta
tion On Marital Adjustment," Marriage and Family Living, 
1963, ~ (3), 304. 

99Richard N. Hey and Emily H. Mudd, "Recurring Problems in 
. Marriage Counseling," Marriage and Family Living, 1959, 21 

(?.), 127-128. 

lOORobert F. Winch, "The Theory ot Complementary Needs in 
Mate-Selection," Journal ot Marriage and the Family, 
1967, 29 (4), 761. 
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Winch proposes a new step in his theory. He holds that 

the theories ot needs and roles complement each other. The 

torrner reters to behaviors and attitudes characteristic ot 

the actor, irrespective ot the situation; the latter refers 

to behavior and attitudes appropriate to a situation. 101 A 

similar position is taken by Kirkpatrick in his theory ot 

"Selective Needs. n102 In a paper presented before the 

American Psychological Association, New York, September 1966, 

Eric A. Berm.an suggested that a combination ot the two theo

ries might be "the most etf'ective predictor of' stabil1ty."l03 

In tact, researchers have mostly concentrated their attention 

on Role Theory. At the present time, there is a great amount 

ot literature and great disagreement among authors about the 

meaning ot "role • .,l04 

Keeley considered role-ta.king ability as "value conver

gence" ot the spouses. 105 Kenkel and Hottman investigated 

lOl!bid., p. 760. 

102cli.ttord Kirkpatrick, "Familiar Development, Selective 
Needs, and Predictive Theory," Journal ot Marriage and 
the Family, 1967, 29 (2), 232. 

l03Robert F. Winch, "Another Look at the Theory o.t complemen
tarity Needs in Mate-Selection," Journal of' Marriage and 

·the Family, 1967, ~ (4), 760. 

l04F. Ivan Nye and Alan E. Bayer, "Some Recent Trends in 
Family Research," Social Forces, 1963, !I:!. (3), 297. 

105 Benjamin Keeley, "Value Convergenoy and Marital Relations," ' 
!:farriage and Family Living, 1955, .!l (3), 344. ' 
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the extent to which husband and wife a.re able to recognize 
106 

their roles. Bates was the first one to present a con-

crete definition ot role. He distinguished three concepts: 

"Position," "Role," and "Norm." Position refers to "a loca-

tion in a social structure which is associated with a set ot 

social norms." Role raters to a structural non-behavioral 

part ot a social position. Norm refers to a behavioral ex

pectation "held in common by members of a group."l07 Like 

Parsons and Bales, Bates also maintained that the position 

ot husband and wite involves role ditterentiation and role 

reciprocity. 108 Goode adopted a sequence ot "role bargains" 

in his theory ot "Role strain" to help the individual make 

"hia whole role system manageable. n109 He tel t that tamily 
110 happiness depends on role performance. Brim, Fairchild, 

and Borgata, in a study of 500 families with domestic prob-

106w11liam M. Kenkel and Dean K. Hottman, "Real and Conceived 
Roles in Family Decision-Making," Marriage and Family 
Living, 1956, ~ (3), 315. 

l07Frederiok L. Bates, "Position, Role, and Status: A 
Re!'ormulation of Concepts," Social Forces, 1956, 34 (4), 
314. -

lO~Ibid., p. 317. 

l09WilliBI1l J. Goode, "A Theory ot Role Strain," American 
Psychological Review, 1960, 25 (4), 485. · 

110 
Ibid., p. 490. 
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iems, observed that tamily problems appear to be associated 
111 with role performance. Dyer attempted to determine the 

dim.en~ions ot performance. He considered performance as 

the highest level of agreement with norms and spouses• p81'-
112 sonal preterenoes. This is What Stuckert called "role 

perception."ll3 

In view of the "lack of empirical description ot 

marital roles," 'l'b.arp attempted to use the factor anal7aia 

technique to provide empirical dimensions to the "role 

expectation" and "role enactments" in marital lite. 114 He 

reduced ninety-eight variables to twenty-two factors. BUt 

he concludes that "more radical abstractions" are necess&rJ", 

end that "the 22-dimensional structure does lend itselt to 

a further simplification. "ll5 The author ot this stud7 

considers the tactors proposed by him to be the simplest 

111orville c. Brim, Roy w. Fairchild, and Edgar P. Bol'gata, 
"Relations Between Family Problems," Marriage and Familz 
Living, 1961, ~ (3), 225. 

112willism Dyer, "Analyzing Marital Adjustment Using Role 
Theor,.," Marriage and Family Living, 1962, ~ (4), 373. 

ll3Robert P. Stuckert, "Role Perception and Marital Satia
. faction - A Contigu:national Approach," Marriage and 
Familz Living, 1963,.22_ (4), 415. 

ll4Roland G. Tharp, "Dimensions ot Marriage Roles," Marriage 
and Family Living, 1963, ~ (4), 390. 

115 , 
.ill!!.·· p. 400. 
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pattern upon which marital relationship should function. More- l 
over, the basic factors are found in the five classes into 

which Tharp groups his twenty-two dimensions. Rodgers adopts 

]3Urgess and Wallin' s concept of marriage as a "unity of intezo

acting pezosonalities," and the concepts ot position, nonns, 
116 and role defined by Bates. He proposes the hypothesis ot 

"family development" to which Magrabi and Marshall provide the 

operational terms of "situational sequence and the task 
117 

sequence"; but such a hypothesis needs to be tested. 

A number of papers have recently reported on different 

areas of role theory. All of them involve some of the fac

tors that this author considers basic for marital stability. 

Basing his investigation on the scales developed by Burgess 

and Cottrell, Hurvitz attempted to measure the dimensions ot 

control roles. He considers the family as an "organization 
118 

of roles." Although his conclusion is too broad, the 

principle of equality seems to underlie his assertion that 

116 
Roy H. Rodgers, "Towards a Theory <:t Family Development," 
Journal of Marriage and the Family, 1964, ~ (3), 264. 

ll?Frances H. Magrabi and William H. Marshall, "Family Devel
opmental Tasks: A Research Model," Journal of Marriage 
and the Family, 1965, 27 (4), 455. 

118Nathan Hurvitz, "Control Roles, Marital Strain, Role 
Derivation and Marital Adjustment," Journal of Marriage 
and the Family, 1965, 27 (1), 30. 
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"one aspect ot marital adjustment results trom the compati

bility between role performances and role expectations." In 

a study ot 488 adolescents and 201 parents, Papanek indicated 

that in tamilies in which the marital roles are equalitarian, 

the home atmosphere is democratic and the attitude toward 

child-rearing is permissive and warm. 119 Stryker proposed 

a set ot hypotheses around the concepts ot identity, commit

ment, role pertormsnce, and the implication tamily lite. 120 

None ot these has been tested. Rodgers and Ziegler lay 

claim to a retormulation ot role theory. Their new oonoept 

of "bounding condition of the reciprocal role" ot spouses 

is based on the tactors designated in the present study ot 
121 

justice and treedom. Mangus noted that marriage and tam-

ily counseling needs a guiding theory. He thinks that role 

theory may be a very usetul approach. The most important 

implication ot this theory is the "integrated marriage" in 

ll9Miriam L. Papanek, "Authority and sex Roles in the 
Family," Journal of Marriage and the Family, 1969, 31 
(1)' 95. 

120sheldon Stryker, "Identity Silence and 
The Relevance ot Symbolic Interaction. 
Research," Journal of Marriage and the 
(4)' 558-564. 

Role performance: 
Theory tor Family 

Familz, 1968, 1Q 

121 ' David A. Rodgers and Frederick Ziegler, "Social Role 
Theory, The Marital Relationship, and Uae ot OVUlAtion 
Suppressors, " J oumal ot Marr 1 a.ge and t h-.t Fa.ml l_z. l 9M\ • 
J.Q (4), 587. . ·--
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which "each spouse sees and accepts himself in essentially 

the same image as the partner sees him. At the time, each 

! . spouse sees and accepts the other as the other sees and 
~ 

122 accepts hims elf." What this present study attempts to 

accomplish is, precisely, to provide Mangus' propositions 

empirical support and to measure the basic factors ot ideal 

marital interaction. 

Finally, the present study refers to reports on instru

ments which attempt to measure marital stability and adjust

ment. It has been mentioned above that attempts to measure 

marital behavior were made by pioneers of the scientific 

study of marriage in the post-technological era. Most ot 

those measures are self-report inventory type of devices. 

Their reliability and validity are questionable. Edmonds 

holds that all self-report tests of marital adjustment are 

contaminated either by conventionalization or by the disto~

tion caused by considerations of social desirability. 123 , 

Hypothesizing that most of the distortion is unconscious and 

122 A. R. Mangus, "Role Theory and Marriage counseling," 
Social Forces, 1957, 35 (3), 208. 

123vernon H. Edmonds, "Marital Conventionalization: Defini
tion and Measurement," Journal of Marriage and the 
Familz, 1967, 29 (4), 682. 
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unintended, he attempted to develop a reliable True-False 

instrument. It contains titty items Which embody the high

est ideals ot marriage. The device also contains equal 

numbers ot "universal truths" that sound 'bad' and "univer-

sal falsehoods" that sound 'good,' so that convmtionali

zation can be controlled. 124 However, Edmonds seems to tall 

short ot his goal. His marital conventionalization scale is 

by nature a self-report inventory device. 125 

A new measurement approach has been attempted by 

clements, Vhoproposes to measure two variables which seem 
126 

to characterize a stable marriage. These two variables 

appear to involve the tour tactors selected tor investiga

tion in the proposed study. 127 Clements developed his own 

instrument. It is a selt-rating device, expressed in the 
128 third person. The "criterion" and the "predictor" ot 

the scale are the subjective appraisal ot the same individu

al. Therefore, its reliability and validity appear to be 

questionable. 

l24Ibid., p. 683. 
125 Ibid., pp. 684-68. 
126william H. Clements, "Marital Interaction and Marital 

Stability: A Point ot View and a Descriptive Comparison 
ot Stable Marriages," Journal ot Marriage and the J.,mnili> 
1967, 29 (4), 697. -

127Ibid., p. 698. 
128 

Ibid., p. 701. . 
J 
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The present review covers the scientitic literature on 

marriage trom 1934 to 1970. The writer did not tind re

ports on task-oriented techniques with structured situations 

in order to measure marital relationship. Nevertheless, such 

a technique appears to be ot great value, •specially today 

when the major trend in personality tests is in the develop

ment ot comparatively objeoti ve tests, "which call tor per

ceptual cognitive, or evalual.etive activities. n129 There

tore, the author ot the present study attempts to develop a 

task-oriented technique with structured situations which re

quire trom the subjects the capacity to apply the principles 

ot love, truth, justice, end freedom in a concrete marital 

circumstance. 

Summary 

The consideration of the several facets of the marriage 
... 

literature presented in this .Review leads to the observation, 

that each ot them provides support tor and displays a parti

cular relevance to the purpose of this study. 

Before the Industrial Revolution and the introduction ot 

te~hnology the capacities tor love, truth, justice, and tree-

129Anne Anastasi, Payoh~lo!ioal Testin~ (3rd ed.; New York: 
The Macmillan Company, 968), p. 52_. 



r 
' 

-"V><-· .o-o<- • ..._,.,._ __ ..__,.._,.., __ .... __ ,.._,,,~ .... -· .. l«<l" __ •_.i._->t-<_,,.....,_,~~.,,,,__,,.,.,, .. _~-·--""'"""~'- ....... - •-•·-a"••- - ,.,...,,., .. ; 

48 . 

dom appeared to be present in married lite. Although these 

tactors are arbitrarily interpreted and imposed by need tor 

survival and by social pressure, they appear as potentiali

ties Which motivate males and females to strive tor a mutual-

ly responsible, loyal, truthful, and intimate marital rela

tionship. 

After the Industrial Revolution end the introduction ot 

technology married life was regarded as an emotional and in

timate relationship between husband and wife, which aimed to 

achieve the highest values ot companionship. The tactors ot 

love, truth, justice and freedom, seemed to be essential to 

the new dimensions ot married 11.te. 

The pioneers ot the scientific study ot marriage in the 

post-technological era, based the predictive criteria ot 

marital adjustment and marital happiness, on spouses' mutual 

atfection, equality, truthfulness, and responsibility. These 

researchers assumed that love, truth, justice, and treedom 

are always present in marital relationship~, but they did not 

explore them. Burgess and Wallin (1953) pointed out the 

. I possibility ot considering them as a Whole, while Locke 

(l.951) viewed them as "hypothesis tor further research." The 

author ot the present study considers it timely to explore 

the hypothesis foreseen' by the pioneers of marital research. 

A number ot authors have attempted an isolated study ot 

each ot the tactors (love, truth, justice and freedom) as 



applied to married lite. Their findings may be sunnnarized 

as tollows: 

1) Love was pond•red~pOll as the basic factor 
necessary to rebuild ~ the tam.ily and the 
nation's lite, seriously e..ttected by World 
War II. (Risedorph and Risedorph, 1942). 
There is a tendency among the investigators 
to consider love as a mutual task whose spon
taneous acceptance contributes to marital 
satistaotion. This concept ot love as a 
"mutual task" had already been proposed by 
Adler. 

2) Truth is considered essential to the most 
realistic and honest marital communication. 
There is not as yet a theory available to 
isolate the important variables ot the eom
nrunicat ion process (Goodman and ots1Jr, 1968). 

3) Justice seems to be the basic taotor ot mar
ital stability, preferred by researchers. It 
is considered by some ot them as the basis of 
creative and democratic family (Sait, 1940; 
Papanek, 1969). Nevertheless, there is no 
agreement among the authors about the role 
equality plays in marital stability. 

4) Freedom is assumed as one ot the essential 
characteristics ot the companionship-relation 
marriage ot the American society. This .fac
tor was accentuated by 85 per cent ot young 
couples in a survey performed by E. Peeil 
(1968). 

The author of this study accepts the Adlerian concepts 

ot equality and love, attempts to define more precisely the 

concepts ot truth and freedom, end aims to provide empirical 

bases tor all ot them. 

Parsons end Bales applied the Interaction Process 

Analysis ot a small decision-making group to tamily and mar

ital lite. This has opened a new trBnd in marital research. 

----~. ~-,--·---~--
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The already existing concepts ot roles and needs proposed by 

Burgess, Wallin and Locke were to originate two theories ot 

marriage: role theory and need theory. Both have been wide

ly investigated at the present. These two theories have 

provided the author ot this study with direction tor the ela

boration and structuring ot the behavioral situations which 

will appear in the Marriage Stylistic Test. The MST will 

contain a series ot situations portraying role expectations, 

role enactments, and incidents that will comprise needs and 

tasks to be met and solved by men and women who endeavor tor 

mutual attection and responsible s olidsri ty, tor real com-

munication and "consensus," and tor mutually adequate reac

tion "in order to reach a satisfactory 'closure' or sense ot 

completion." (Parsons and Bales, 1955). 

The review ot the literature on measurement ot marital 

inter-action has revealed that most ot these measurements are 

devices ot self-report inventory-type, whose reliability and 

validity appear to be contaminated either by oonventionali

zation or by the distortion caused by considerations ot so

cial desirability (E<inonds, 1967). The same is true ot the 

moat recent tests ot marital behavior (Edmonds, 1967, 

Clements, 1967). Hence, the author ot this study will 

attempt to develop a task-oriented, multiple-choice question

naire in order to evaluate marital interaction in a more 

precise way. This is a teclnique which is highly suitable 
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tor personality assessment and one which is commonly accep

ted for objective evaluations. 
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CHAPTER III 

PRELIMINARY RESEARCH 

As indicated in Chapter I, the universal Decla~ation ot 

Human Rights and the Encyclical ot Pope John XXIII, "Pacem 

in Terris" (Peace on Earth) hold that a democratic society 

must be gro'\lllded in truth, must function according to the 

norms ot justice, .and must be inspired by mutual love and 

freedom. The writer hypothesizes that it a husband's and a 

wite•s relationship is established on~these fundamental 

bases ot the democratic society, they will be able to build 

up a stable marriage. The writer's hypothesis is supported 

by scientific literature. Moreover, marriage researchers 

considered this view as "hypotheses tor turther research" 

(Harvy J. Locke, Predioting Adjustment in Marriage: A·Com

parison ot a Divorced and a Happily Married Group, 1951). 

The present chapter is a report ot two pilot studies (Study 

A and Study B) which seem to provide the writer's hypothesis 

with empirical bases and to encourage further research. 

study A 

This study will describe the process ot formation ot the 

Marriage Stylistic Test (MST), its administration to two 

groups ot subjects, and the obtained data as well as their 

analysis. 
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r>esign ot the Marriage S!?zlistic Test (MST) -
Rationale 

All people like to be loved and praised (need tor love); 

to be treated with honesty and sincerity (need tor truth); 

to be respected and considered with dignity (need tor ~us

tice); and to be allowed to make voluntary and deliberate 

decisions (need tor treedom). The better these needs are 

cultivated the more they are valued by people and detended 

by them at any cost. 

What the MST measures 

This instrument has been oonatructed to measure the 

spouses' capability tor love, tzwuth, justice, and freedom. 

The philosophical detini tions ot these concepts were already 

mentioned in Chapter I. The present chapter will describe 

the stages which have been attempted to detine them in mea

surable terms. 

First Stage 

The writer and a group ot leaders ot the Christian 

Family Movement (CFM) prepared a Guide-line tor discussion 

and study in small groups, Which contained concrete marital 

situations which incorporated the, intlue:nce ot the tour con

cepts (love, truth, justice, and treedom), and the intluenoe 

ot t!.ll!l~Cl!!!]l~nt I!!_ and ~tr..,,s_o._.n_.a •• l_,i_t __ t .... a,_o_t_o"""r_s'!"'". _______ ~----' 
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Second Stage 

Prom the Guide-line, the writer selected a number ot 

marital situations which referred to cultural backgro'l.md, 

personality and attitudes toward ohildren; and a number ot 

situations which presumably measured love, truth,' justice 

and treedom. He incorporated these situations into a mul

tiple-choice questionnaire named the Marriage Stylistic Test 

(MST). The name ot the test retlects the influence ot indi

vidual psychology upon the author and also the rational 

(stylistic traits ot behavior) which underlies its structure 

(A. Anastasi, Psychological Testin&, 1968). 

Third stage 

The writer used the Guide-line and the scientific liter-

ature to aeleot sixty-tour propositions which aimed to com

prise the dimensions ot the operational definitions ot love, 

truth, juatioe, and freedom. Sixteen propositions were 

assigned to each category. Based on these propositions, 

the writer constructed sixty-tour items which attempted to 

measure love, truth, justice, and freedom. Each proposition 

is directly related to the underlying rationale ot the items 

that the MST presents as related to love, truth, justice, 

and treedom. The number ot each ot the propositions corres

pond.a to the number ot the item ot the MST. These items in

clude parts II, III, IV, end V ot the test. The list ot the 

proposition• will be included in the Appendix A ot this study • 
...... ---- ·-~.- ........ ._ ,---.,--..,..!·~-... --... -."-'_ ... ._,..,_ .. ___ ..,,.._.,.,. . ..,.~ ... -1r. ,---.;,,. • ._,.. '"-·· ,,,_: 
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Fourth Stage 

Parts II through V of the MST, the sixty-tour proposi

tions, and the logical detinitions ot love, truth, justice, 

and freedom were presented to twenty judges who were not only 

acquainted with the writer's philosophy and original Guide

line, but who also held the same philosophical principles. 

The judges were the two presidents of the National Christian 

Family Movement in u. s. A. (English and Spanish speaking 

Sections); tour marriage counselors ot the catholic Family 

Consultation service, Chicago; ten local directors ot the 

CFM; and tour Catholic priests ot St. Mary ot the Lake Church, 

who have Master's Degrees in Guidance and counseling, Social 

~·. "''~----·· ~1, .... ~....., .. & 0, _... .F....._':',~ ,• 1,·-··~°'-....\1",_ .. --......-,,.-"' 
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tween those pI'opositions and items, and the logical def'ini- I 
tions of' love, truth, justice, and freedom. 

Fifth Stage -
The MST appeared as a bilingual (English and Spanish), 

task-oriented personality test with 104 items organized into 

six parts. Part I refers to background, environment, and 

personality, includes items 1 to 24; Part II refers to love, 

includes items 25 to 40; Part III, to truth, items 41 to 

56; Part IV, to justice, items 57 to 72; Part v, to freedom, 

items 73 to 88; and Part VI, to parental attitude toward 

children, items 89 to 104. The present study will be exclu

sively concentrated on parts II, III, IV, and V. Each of' 

these parts is introduced by picture illustrations in order 

to help the subject understand the marital situations and re

flect their attitudes and feelings toward them (A. N. 

Oppenhein, 1966). See specific .procedures on page 140. 

The Administration of' the MST 

First Group of Subjects 

This group involves forty couples 'Who appeared to be well

adjusted; twenty couples who were trying to cope with marriage 

d1tf1cult1es; and 179 Spanish-speaking couples whose wedding 

ceremony was performed at st. Mary of' the Lake Church (4200 N. 

Sheridan Rd., Chica.go, Ill.) between December 1965 and May 



1970. All the subjects were volunteers. Their cooperation 

in this study was requested by Father J. Kuhlmey, the Pastor 

of st.,Mary's, and his assistants on several Sunday Masses. 

Procedure 

The author used three approaches. First, with the well

adjusted couples he had discussions with groups of tive to 

eight couples. He showed them the MST, read all the items, 

and listened to their opinions and s~gestions. Second, 

with the couples experiencing marital difficulties, the 

author had counseling sessions with each spouse individually 

and then with both of them together. The attention ot the 

oounselees was focused on the items illustrated by pictures. 

Third, following the philosophy of the MST, the author gave 

four workehop sessions to the Spanish-speaking couples on 

marital attitudes. 

• Results 

The well-adjusted couples gave a number of suggestions 

Whioh the author used to improve the MST items. The illus

trated items appeared to help the couples experiencing mar

ital dif fioulties to express their feelings in a freer 

manner. The longitudinal study- of 4.9 years of married lite 

ot the Spanish-speaking couples appeared to provide the MST 

with predictive value. Only two divorces and one separation 
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' I have been reported among these couples. The three unsuccess-

tul couples were advised to postpone the marriage, but they 

refused to accept the suggestion. out of that group there is 

also a number of couples who have been faced with serious 

marital problems. When they found out that they were unable 

to solve the marital problems by themselves, they made 

arrangements to see a marriage counselor. In these circum

stances, the MST encourages couples to look for professional 

assistance. 

second Group of Subjects 

These subjects (Ss) consisted of eighty-five engaged 

and married couples: videlicet, thirty-five American and 

sixteen Spanish married couples; nineteen American and fif

teen Spanish engaged couples. The Spanish married and en

gaged couples belong to seven La.tin-American countries 

(Bolivia, Colombia, CUba, Chile, Ecuador, Mexico, and FUerto 

Rico). Table 1 summarizes the Ss according to the status 

and nationality. 

____ w ____ J 
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TABLE 1 

CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECTS ACCORDING TO 
MARITAL STATUS AND NATIONALITY 

N = 8.5 Couples 

MARITAL STATUS 

~ 

Married Eb gaged Total 

Natio- Americ8J'I Span isl] American Spanish American Spanish 
nality 

Number 35 16 19 15 54 31 

All the subjects were Roman-catholic volunteers. The 

engaged couples participated in The Cana Conference ot 

Chicago. This is an organization ot the Archdiocese ot 

Chicago, which attempts to prepare engaged couples tor a sue-

cesstul marriage. Married couples were registered parishio-

ners. 

The socio-economic and educational status ot subjects 

can be estimated trom Tables 3, 4 and 5. Table 2 provides 

the classification ot subjects on the basis of the husband's 

and groom's occupation. on the Hall-Jones Scale ot Occupa

tional Prestige tor Males, the Table shows that 1.53 per 

cent ot the subjects belong to the professional class, 14.11 

per cent ot them to the olass ot business executives or man-



TABLE 2 

DISTRIBUTION OF SUBJECTS ACCORDING TO THE 
HUSBAND AND GROOM'S OCCUPATIONS. 

N = 170 

THE HALL-JONES SCALE OF OCCUPATIONAL 
PRESTIGE FOR MALES 

Class 1: Professionally qualified and High 
Adm.in is tra t 1 ve . ........................... . 

Class 2: Managerial and Executive (with 
Responsibility tor Directing and 
Initiating Policy) •••.•......••.....••...•. 

Class 3: Inspectional, Supervisory, and 
Other Non-Manual (Higher Grade) •••••.•••••• 

Class 4: Inspectional, Supervisory, and 
Other Non-Manual (Lower Grades) •••••.••••.. 

Class 5 (a): Routine Grades ot Non-Manual Work •••••• 

Class 5 (b) : Skilled Manual •••••••••••••••••••••.•.. 

TOTAL 
% 

15.3 

14.11 

23.52 

11.8 

14.11 

9.41 

Class 6: Manual, Semi-skilled .•••••••••••••••••••.•• 11.75 

Class 7: Manual, Routine............................ 0.0 
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agers, and 23.52 per cent to the class ot inspectors and 

supervisors. The remaining 48.34 per cent are distributed 

among nonmanual, skilled, and semi-sldlled occupations on 

the Hall-Jones Scale. 

Table 3 shows an average annual income ot $12,850.00 

per tamily. These figures suggest that the group is chiefly 

representative at the ninth tenth in the income rank ot the 

u. S. family units (Statistical Abstracts ot the United 

states, 1969). 

According to Table 4, the cultural level ot the group 

is relatively high. The mean number ot years ot schooling 

beyond the eighth grade is 8.0 tor husbands and grooms, and 

6.6 tor wives and brides. ot the husbands and grooms 80.03 

per cent graduated trom high school and 48.26 per cent trom 

college. ot wives and brides, 78.83 per cent graduated 

trom high school and 29.~2 per cent trom college. It is 

estimated that the average amount ot schooling tor the 

group is at least tour years above that ot the population 

ot Illinois (U. s. Bureau ot the census, u. s. Census of 

Population, 1960). 

On Table 5 1 t appears that the mean age ot husbands 

and grooms is 32.65 years; ot wives and brides, 29.35 years. 

The proportion ot husbands and grooI11S aged SO and over is 

7.05; ot wives and brides, 5.88 per cent. Sixty~seven per 

cent ot husbands and grooll'l....B have an age range between 25 
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TABLE 3 

·DISTRIBUTION OF SUBJECTS ACCORDING TO THE HUSBAND'S, 
THE GROOM'S OR 'IHE GROOM'S FAMILY INCOMES. 

INCOMES 
$ 

45,000 and plus 

40,000 to 44,000 

35,000 to 39,000 

30,000 to 34,000 

25,000 to 29,000 

20,000 to 24,000 

15,000 to 19,000 

10,000 to 14,000 

5,000 to 9,000 

Less than 5,000 

N = 170 

x = 12' 8 50 . 00 

0'"'='8 

HUSBAND OR 
</, 

1.15 

1.15 

1.15 

o.oo 
3.52 

23.53 

4.70 

38. 90 

25.90 

0.00 

FAMILY 

~ 
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' TABLE 4 

DISTRIBUTION OF SUBJECTS ACCORDING TO 
AMOUNT OF SCHOOLING. 

N = 170 

HIGHES'r GRADE COMPLETED HU3BAND3-GROOM3 
% 

Graduate School, more 
than two years 17.65 

Graduate School, one 
or two years 9.41 

College 4 years 21.20 

College 3 years 8.23 

College 2 years 9.41 

College 1 year 5.90 

High School 4 years 8.23 

High School 3 years 3.52 

High School 2 years J.52 

High School l year 2.35 

Grammar School, eighth grade 2.35 

Graromar School, less than 
eighth grade 8.23 

. Total graduated trom High 
School 80.03 

Total graduated trom, College 48. 26 

-X. years beyond eighth grade 8.00 

C--years beyond eighth grade 2.83 

WIVE3-BRID&s 
% 

3.52 

5.90 

20.00 

5.90 

10.58 

5.90 

27.03 

5.90 

4. 70 

2.35 

4.70 

3.52 

78.83 

29.42 

6.60 

2.59 



. ·--- --- ___ . ..........__._,> ....... ___ , ... J 

TABLE 5 

DISTRIBUTION OP SUBJECTS ACCORDING TO AGE 

N = 170 

AGB HUSBANDS-GROOMS WIVES-BRIDES 

60 and plus 

55 - 59 

50-54 

45 - 49 

40 - 44 
35 - 39 

30 - 34 

25 - 29 

20 - 24 
15 - 19 

-x = 

% 

2.35 

2.35 

2.35 

4. 71 

9.41 

12.94 

21.20 

23.52 

17.65 

3.52 

32.65 

9.89 

'1' 

1.17 

4.71 

2.35 

10.60 

24.71 

24.11 

23.52 

8.23 

29.35 

8.50 
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and 44 years; sixty per cent ot wives and brides have an 

age range between 25 and 44 years. The group can be de

scribed as a predominantly median aged group or below as 

compared with the American population. 

The mean length ot marriage tor the group (Table 6) is 

l0.58 years. ot the couples, 1$.68 per cent have been mar

ried more than 20 years, and 11.76 per cent three or less 

years. 

Only 13. 73 per cent ot the marr!ages are childless. 

These are the oouples who got married less than two years 

ago. ot the marriages, 47.05 per cent have more than three 

children, 25.49 per cent have two children, and 13.73 per 

cent have one child (Table 7). The average number ot chil

dren tor the group seems to correspond to that ot the aver

age American family (U. s. Bureau ot census, u. s. census 

ot Population, 1960). 

On the whole, the subjects of this study seem to be 

reasonably representative ot the middle and upper-middle 

occupational, economic and cultural levels ot the American 

and Spanish urban population ot Chicago. 

Procedure 

l. All subjects were given an orientation. The purpose 

and goals ot the investigation were emphasized: the 

present study aims to develope a valid and reliable 
! 
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TABLE 6 

DISTRIBUTION OF NUMBER OF YEARS MARRIED 

N = 102 

YEARS MARRIED ~ OF COUPLES 

31 and over 3.92 

28 - 30 5.88 

25 - 27 3.92 

22 - 24 0.00 

19 - 21 1.96 

16 - 18 o.oo 

13 - 15 9.80 

10 - 12 19.60 

7 - 9 15.68 

4 - 6 27.45 

l - 3 11.76 

-x = 10.58 

<r"': 9.63 
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TABLE 7 

DISTRIBUTION OF MARRIAGE ACCORDING TO 
NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

N = 102 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN 'I> OF COUPLES 

6 and more 7.84 

5 3.92 

4 13.73 

3 21.56 

2 25.49 

l 13.73 

None 13.73 

\ 
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marriage test. This goal demands individual and re

sponsible work which wAs expected from each ot the sub

jects involved voluntarily in the investigation. 

2. Two oomtortable rooms ot st. Mary ot the Lake School 

were available to the sbujeots to take the test. Free 

cottee was served. 

3. Each subject was provided with booklets, pencils, end 

erasers. Six college students previously trained by 

the author distributed the material and served the cot-

tee. Baby sitters trom the Christian Youth Club looked 

atter the children ot married couples during the test 

period. 

4. Husbands and wives as well as engaged couples took the 

test separately but simultaneously. one room ot the 

school was assigned to men and another to women. Indi

viduals worked independently. 

5. The test was given to groups ot ten and titteen couples. 

The author was present with all the groups. He read the 

instructions and answered all the questions the subjects 

asked, in public as well as individually. 

6.. There was no time limit tor the test. Personal reao-

tions about the test, comments, and suggestions were 
in. < 

solicited ~writing from all the subjects. 

\ 
l 
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Results 

This report will not otter a complete statistical analy

sis ot the raw data. Only some general estimates of the sta

tistical tindinga will be presented. First, the central ten

dency ot husbands' and wives' scores on the MST, their devi

ation trom the mean, the reliability of husbands' and wives' 

means, and the z ratio tor a ditterence between these means 

will be presented. Second, the influence of educational and 

cultural factors in husbands' and wives• interpretation ot 

the universal concepts ot love, truth, justice, and freedom 

will be analyzed. Third, the internal consistency and the 

index ot i te!TJlf validity ot the MST will be estimated. 

Tables 8 and 9 indicate that the difference between 

husbands 1 and wives' means is not s ignif!.cant. Both the 

t test and the z ratio did not reach a level of signifi

cance. The "true" mean very probably {less than one per 

cent chance d being wrong) lies within the interval 42. 56 

to 47.84 tor husbands and 42.12 to 48.0 tor wives. The 

means are reliable with tair size samples. Tables 10 and 11 

(Appendix A) indicate that married subjects obtained high 

and low scores. The American subjects tended to have higher 

acores, While the Spanish subjects tended to have lower 

scores on the MST. The t test reveals that the ditterence 

between the means ot the American and the Spanish subjects 
i 

is significant at a level ot .,001 {R. A. Fisher and F. Yates. :: 
---~--- ---•>Wl"*"W·,·~- - ··- ... , ·-qo·-------,~-1&.--~.-..-~"~ 



No. 

M 

c:-

TABLE 8 

DIFFEEENCE BE'IWEEN HUSBANDS' AND WIVES' 
MEANS ON THE MST. 

HUSBANDS WIVES 

51 51 

45.2 45.06 

6.13 6.97 

t = 1.72 

TABLE 9 

MEANS AND OTHER STATISTICS IN THE COMPARISON 
OF HUSBANDS AND WIVES ON THE MST 

STATISTIC HUSBANDS WIVES 

No. 51 51 

M 45.2 45.06 
~ 6.13 6.97 
C- M .88 .98 

c' <\t 1.31 

DM .14 
-z .10 

·-------~~~-.. -----.---~-- ,___ __ ~ . . ' 
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statistical Tables tor Biological, Agricultural, and Medical 

fiesearch, 1967). Table 12 indicates that the z ratio also 

reached a similar difference between those means at a signit

ioant level ot .0004 (A. L. Edwards. Statistical Methods tor 

Behavioral So1enoe, 1954). 

STATISTIC 

N. 

M 

TABLE 12 

MEANS AND OTHER STATISTICS IN THE 
COMPARISON OF' AMERICAN AND SPANISH SUBJECTS 

ON THE MST. 

AMPRICAN SUBJECTS 

108 

48.03 

5.4.8 

.54 

• 93 

9.90 

10.64 

SPANISH SUBJECTS 

62 

38.13 

6.oo 

• 76 . 

According to the tormula KR20 (Table 13, Appendix B) the 

internal consistency ot the MST has a ooetticient ot .78. 

The reliability ot the test appears to be significant at the 

.01 level (A. Anaatasi,'1968). Table 14 indicates the in

dex ot valid! ty ot the MST 1 tema following the maximum value l ___ o_t __ D_. ___ o_t_6_4 __ 1_t_em~s-,~72~p-•_r __ c_e_n_t~ar_e __ c_l_o_s_•~to--t-h-e~·-5-0~d1-t_t_1--~--~ 



-__ , _________ , ______________ ni 
cul ty level which is the preferable one "for most testing pur-

poses" (Anastasi, 1968). 

percentage 
of Sa 

.Answering 
MST Items 
correctly 

2.0 

16.0 

15.0 

8.0 

5.0 

10.0 

3.0 

2.0 

3.0 

o.o 
o.o 

TABLE 14 

INDEX OF ITEM V ALI DI TY OF THE MST ACCORDING 
TO MAXIMUM VALUE OF D 

Percentage Maximum Bits of Diff eren-
of Value ti al Information 

Correct ot D 
Response 

100 .oo 0 

90 • 20 36 

80 .40 64 

70 .60 84 

60 .80 96 

50 1.00 100 

40 .80 96 

30 .60 84 

20 .40 64 

10 .20 36 

0 .oo 0 

Two items of the MST appear with a discrimination index of 

-.8 end .o (Table 15, Appendix B). 
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study B -
This study attempted to compare the MST and the Short 

Marital-Adjustment Test (SMAT) in order to see whether or 

not the two instruments measured difterent dimensions ot 

ma.ri tal stability which Looke and Wallace name "marital ad-

justment." 

subjects 

Eleven couples who were volimtarily involved in marriage 

counseling with the purpose ot obtaining protessional help to 

solve the marital conflicts they were coping with were the 

subjects. 

Instruments 

1. The Marriage Stylistic Test (MST). 
' 2. The Short Marital-Adjustment Test (SMAT). 

The MST was described in study A ot this investigation. 

The SMAT was developed by Harvey J. Locke and Karl M. 

Wallace. According to these authors the test possesses the 

most basic or timdamental items ot marital adjustment. The 

items have been selected trom those which had the highest 

level ot discrimination in the original studies. The SMAT 

has titteen items. The possible soore ranges trom 2 to 153 

points. The tirst i te111 ot the test is a scale ot happiness 

---.-:a:.:K=.~iai::.c~•~s~-~t~r~o~m:....:.v ___ ..;e~ unhappiness to ertect ha iness. 

L 

l 
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rtems 2 to 9 refer to the spouses' degree ot agreement and 

disagreement in tundamental matters. Items 10 to 15 are re

lated to concrete situations ot marital behavior. The sample 

ot Locke and Wallace's study consisted ot 118 husbands and 

118 wives who were not related spouses. The social oharao-

teristics ot the subjects are quite similar to those ot the 

Burgess-Cottrell and Terman samples. The sample represents 

middle-class marriages, predominantly childless or with only 

one child. It was a predominantly young, native-white, edu

cated, Protestant, white-collar, and professional urban 

group. Mean length of marriage was 5-6 years tor husbands 

and 5-8 years tor wives. According to the split-halt tech

nique and the Spearman-Brown formulas, the reliability co

etticient ot the test appears to be .90. Tle mean adjusted 

score tor the well-adjusted group was 135.9, whereas the 

mean score tor the maladjusted group was only 71.7. This 

ditterence is significant, tor the critical ratio was 17.5. 

Only 17 per cent ot the maladjusted group achieved adjust

ment scores ot one-hundred or higher, whereas 96 per cent ot 

the well-adjusted group achieved scores ot one hundred or 

more. These figures indicate that the SMAT is able to dif t

erentiate between persons who are well-adjusted and those 

who are maladjusted in marriage. Therefore, the SMAT has 

"validity, ainoe it measures what it purports to measure -

n81'11ely, marital adjustment." (Locke and Wallace, 1959). I 
~~--~ ....... ------------~---~~~----------J 
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In a study ot 48 married couples, Hawkins (1966) reports 

high validity ot the Locke Short Marital Adjustment Test. 

Edm<>nds (1967) considered the SMAT as the "most carefully 

validated and widely used marital adjustment scale." A copy 

ot the SMAT is included in Appendix c. 

Procedure 

couples were advised to take the tests because these 

instruments might be useful to disclose some insights ot the 

conflict and to organize the counseling sessions. The tests 

were given in the counseling ottices. Each couple took them 

at the same time. Husbands and wives worked separately but 

simultaneously. 

Results 

The relationship between the MST and the SMAT was analyzed! 

according to the alternative formula tor a Pearson r. Two 

ditferent correlations were found. Husbands appeared nega

tively correlated on the two instruments (r = -.53); while 

wives appeared with a positive correlation ot .23. 

Diecuesion on the Preliminary Research 

Study A includes two groups of subjects. The first 

group involves about torty couples who were apparently well

adjusted; about twenty couples with marital dittioulties; and 

179 Spanish-speaking engaged couples who were instructed tor -------·----- ·~~----~~~------·~--~------' 

i 

I 
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marriage according to the philosophy ot the MST, between 

December 1965 and May 1970. The most important conclusions 

0 t this informal administration were: (1) the MST is chief

ly the result ot the knowledge and experience ot a number 

ot husbands and wives who had great conoern in the success 

0 t married lite; (2) couples who participated in the coun

seling sessions intluenoed by the philosophy ot the MST 

appeared to attain a greater capacity to tace problems and 

more ability to adjust to the marital situation; (3) the 

predictive validity ot the MST has a longitudinal support 

over a period ot 4.9 years. Ninety-eight per cent ot 179 

couples intluenced by the philosophy ot the MST have led a 

successtul married lite throughout more than tour years. 

The second group ot subjects in study A were eighty

tive married and engaged couples who belong to the American 

or the Spanish culture. The statistical analysis ot the 

data yielded results that not only provide the MST with 

validity and reliability support, but also indicate the 

values ot further research using the instrument. There was 

no significant ditferenoe between husbands' and wives' means. 

It -may be intel"I'ed that the tour factors (love, truth, 

justice, and treedom) were equally relevant to both husbands 

and wives. A further research is necessary to determine how 

~elevant is eaoh ot the taotors to both husbands and wives. 

Since the subjects ot the present study were well-adjusted ' I 
--------~-· -....r.... ',::--,.,..~---'!"'------~-----"' 
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couples, high scores were expected. Nevertheless, the ob

tained soorea by the subjects are against the prediction. 

Th.ere are high and low scores on the MST. The group did not 

have the homogeneity that was assumed on the basis ot mari

tal stability. It seems that cultural and educational tao

tors intluenoed the subjects since they tormed two distinct 

groups: the American and the Spanish subjects. The tormer 

tended to have higher scores, and the latter to have lower 

scores. Further research is necessary to consider the oul

ture-tairneaa ot the MST. This test was originally devel

oped with Spanish-speaking subjects. The cultUl'al backgrolllld 

ot its author is also Spanish. However, the MST did not 

seem to penalize the American but the Spanish subjects. At 

the same time the MST has high validity with Spanish

speaking couples. It was reported above that 98 per cent ot 

179 Spanish-speaking couples who were instructed in marriage, 

according to the philosophy ot the MST, have led a suocess

tul married lite tor more than tour years. The inte!'Dal 

consistency ot the MST appeared to be highly signiticant. 

A number ot couples who participated in the present investi

gation suggested that some items should be reworded, because 

they were BI11biguoua in their present torm. A revision ot 
< 

the items will be attempted and the reworded in1trument will 

be used with a new sample ot more concrete dimensions. 



study B describes eleven couples voluntarily involved 

in marriage counseling in order to obtain protessional help 

to solve their marital contlicts. Fl'om the statistical 

analysis ot the data it may be interred that the MST has a 

therapeutic value that is not tound in the Locke-Wallace 

Test (SMAT). While the latter requests trom the subject 

only an expression ot the degree ot marital happiness or 

unhappiness which he is presently experiencing, the MST pre

sents the highest ideals ot married lite to people in the 

torm ot marital situations which encourage the subjects to 

torm positive attitudes toward married lite, and to try to 

arrive at a solution to a marital oontlict. The marriage 

counselor could use the MST as a means to help the subject 

alleviate his apprehension, disclose the source ot his mari

tal contlic t and commit himselt to the ways ot real affec

tion, sincerity, responsibility, and fairness to solve his 

marital conflict. 

Suramacy 

On the bases ot the Universal Declaration ot Human 

Rights, on the Encyclical "Pacem in Terris" (Peace on Earth) 

ot Pope John XXIII, on scientitic literature, and on the ex-

perience ot married people, the writer hypothesizes that it j 
j 

husbands' and wives' relationships are established on the I 
tund&111ental bases ot a_d_•_mo_cr~t_1_c_s_o_c_1_e_t_y~(-lo_v_e_, _t_r_u~_t_h_,_J_u_s_-__ { 
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tiee, and treedom), they will be able to build up a stable 

marriage. The present chapter r.eports a preliminary research 

ot two pilot studies (Study A and study B) which seem to pro

vide the author's hypothesis with empirical data, end to en

courage turther research. The Study A reters to the admin

istrations ot the MST to ~wo ditterent groups ot subjects. 

The data taken trom the tirst group ot subjects appears to 

give considerable support to the content and predictive va

lidity ot the MST. The statistical analysis ot the results 

ot the second group ot subjects indicates that the tour tac

tors (love, truth, justice, and treedom) are equally rele

vant to both husbands and wives. Further research is nec

essary to measure the extent to which each ot the tactors 

is relevant to each spouse. The homogeneity ot the subjects 

that had been assumed on the basis ot marital stability was 

not tound. Cultural and educational factors divided the 

second group ot subjects into two groups: the American and 

the Spanish subjects. The tormer tended to have higher 

scores, while the latter had lower scores. FUrther research 

is suggested to explore the culture-tairness ot the MST. 

Spanish-speaking subjects seem to be penalized in the test, 

but at the same time, they support its content and predic-

tive validity. The inte:rnal consistency ot the MST appears 

I 

to be highly signiticant. Nevertheless, a higher reliability 

is expected it the ambiguous items are reworded. Finally, J 
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study B reports the administration ot the MST and ot the 

sMAT to eleven couples who were coping with marital con

tlicts. Two ditterent correlations were tound between the 

two instruments. It was interred that these tests measured 

ditterent dimensions ot marital stability, and that the MST 

possessed a therapeutic value that ia not tound in the SMAT. 

However, turther research is necessary to determine the ther

apeutic dimensions ot the MST. 

---·-~---·------,[~__. _______________ __, 



CHAPTER IV 

METHOD 

The present investigation attempts to verity empirically 

the tollowing hypothesis: the scores of husbands and wives who 

possess the already mentioned characteristics ot a stable mar

riage, will appear aigniticantly similar in total and in each 

ot the tour categories (love, truth, justice, and freedom) ot 

the MST. Theretore, there will be no signitioant ditterence 

between those scores either in total or in each category. In 

order to verify the hypothesis the following steps will be 

taken: (1) the statistical evaluation of the operational def

initions ot love, truth, justice, and freedom, which according 

to Chapter III, twE11ty judges classified and organized as the 

\lllderlying rational ot the MST items; (2) the administration. 

ot the revised MST to a sample that possess the characteris

tics ot a stable marriage as operationally detined in Chapter 

I; (3) the presentation and analysis of the results ot the 

test. 

1. Statistical Evaluations of the Operational Detinitions 

'?he propositions which presumably measured behavioral 

samples ot love, truth, justice, and freedom were statisti

cally processed (a) by the method cd the Q Sort Technique 
81 



and (b) by that of reality isomorphism or empirical corres

pondence with reality (F. N. Kerllnger, Poundations of 
' ----------

Behavioral Researc~, 1964) 

(a) Q Sort Technique Method 

The philosophical definitions of love, truth, jus

tice, and freedom, mentioned in Chapter I. the 

sixty-four operational propositions, cited in 

82 

Chapter III, and sixty-four i tams of the reworded 

MS'I1 were presented to eight qualtfied judge8. '11hey 

were informed that the author of thi:'1 study, having 

as criterion the referred philosophical concepts of 

the four categories, selected sixteen operational 

propositions and sixteen items of the MST which pre-

sumably measured some behavioral dimensions of each 

of the :four concepts when applied to mar•ried life. 

The judge~1 were al~o in.t'orrued that each proposition 

is directly related to the underlying rational of 

the item that the MST praesen ts as related to ei thef' 

love, truth, justice, or freedom. The judges were 

requested to give their estimation about the rela

tionship between the operational and philosophical 

definitions of love, truth, justice, and freedom, 

as applied in ~arital behavior. The judgment was 

expre~1 sed individually. Thel r opinions were 

sorted according to the Q sorting Technique dovel-



L 

OJ 

oped by Stephenson (Table 17). As mentioned in 

TABLE 17 

Q SOR'r DISTRIBUTION OF 64 ITEMS 

RANK-ORDER CONTINUUM FROM MOST APPROVE ·ro LEAS'r APPROVE 

Most 
Approve 

2 

10 

3 

9 

Least 
Approve 

4 7 10 12 10 7 4 3 

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

-Chapter I, sixty-four propositions were presented 

to the judges, because in the Q Sorting Technique 

"a good range is from 60 to 90 cards." The judges 

were: (a) Father Herbert Reyes, S. J. unrnar·ried, 

doctoral student, Loyola University, Couuselor at 

St. Ignatius High School, Chicago; (b) Father Dean 

P. Rice, unmarried Pastor of the Church of Atone

ment, Master in Pastoral Counseling; (c) the Rev. 

Edward Cook, Pastor of the First Congregational 

2 

0 

Church, Downers Grove, Ill., doctoral candidate, 

Northwestern University, married oniy once for more 

than twenty-~hree years, actively involved in 

marriage and family counseling; {d) Mrs. Edward 

Cook, a nurse, director of the Fronily Center at 

Downers Grove; (e) P.eter Cavanier; License in 



Sociology, La Habana University, Family and Mar

riage Counselor, Latin American Center, Chicago, 

member of Casa Central's staff, married only 

once tor twenty-six years; (t) Mrs, Rose Gross, 

License in Pedagogy, National University La 

Habana, Cuba, Family and Marriage counselor, 

Latin American Center, married only once tor tive 

years; (g) the Rev, Bob G. Sills, ~astor ot 

Edgewater Presbyterian Church, Chicago, Master of 

Pastoral Counseling, married Qnly once for six

teen years; (h) Mrs. Bob G. Sills, President ot 

the Family Club, assiduo~sly involved in tamily 

and marriage counseling. 

(b} Reality isomorphism method 

The second method of evaluating the operational 

propositions statistically was that ot reality 

isomorphism: the propositions were presented in 

the form of a True-False :tnstrument (TFI} to 

thirty-two married couples Who will be described 

in Part 2 of this chapter. Husbands and wives 

answered the TFI separately bµt simultaneously. 

A copy of the TFI is included in Appendix D. 

2. The Administration ot the MST to Sub.1Aotn wtt.h :Jtqhl-=.. 
Marriages. 

The MST was reworded following tne suggestions given by 

841 
I 
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some ot the couples who participated in the preliminary study. 

There was no substantial change. Some terms which appear 

SJ11biguous, due to the author's bilingual background, were 

reviewed. The reworded MST was given to a sample that 

possesses the characteristics ot a stable marriage, as oper

ationally defined in Chapter I. A copy ot the MST is in

cluded in Appendix D. 

subjects 

The subjects ot this study were selected according to 

the so-called method of "selt-seleotion into samples," 

the subjects were selected in a non-random tashion into a 

sample, as inaicated in Chapter I. Th.ere were thirty-two 

voluntary married couples in which men are white, have been 

married only once, and wite is present. The husbands' mean 

age is 49.37 years, and their mean amount ot schooling is 

15.25 years (Table 18, Appendix E). According to the same 

table, the mean length of marriage tor the group is 24.29 

years, and the mean number ot children is 3.93. Percentage 

ot husbands by income is shown in Table 19. Fourty-tour per 

cent of husbands have an income range trom $15,000 to $19,000; 

34 per cent, trom $20,000 to $45,000, and 22 per cent, trom 
< 

$5,000 to $14,000. Their occupational status was classified 

according to the Hall-Jones Scale ot occupational Prestige 

tor Males (Table 20). 



--

TABLE 19 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SUBJ~TS ACCORDING 
TO THE HUSBAND 1 S INCOME 

INCOMES HUSBAND'S 
$ fo 

45, 000 and over 3.1 

25,000 to 29,000 12.6 

20,000 to 24,000 18.8 

15,000 to 19,000 43.8 

10,000 to 14,000 15.6 

5,000 to 9,000 6.1 

86 



TABLE 20 

DISTRIBUTION OF SUBJECTS ACCORDING TO 
HUSBANDS' OCCUPATIONS 

THE HALL-JONES SCALE OF OCCUPATIONAL 
PRESTIGE FOR MALES 

class 1: Professionally Qualified and High 
Ad.min is trati ve . ............................... . 

class 2: Managerial and Executive with Responsibility 
for Directing and Policy) .................•.... 

Class 3: Inspectional, Supervisory, and 
Other Non-Manual (Higher Grades) .............. . 

TOTAL 

"' 
9.33 

72.06 

18.75 

The sample did not include the non-manual lower grade 

workers or lower classes of the Hall-Jones Scale. Thia is in 

agreement with the information presented in the U. s. Census 

of Population, 1960, Marital Status. (Final Report (17-15D U.S. 

Government Printing Oftice, Washington, 1962). According to 

this source of infonnation, the subjects of the present study 

are reasonably representative of stable marriages in U. S. A. 

Procedure 

1. It seemed to the author that one of the most ettective ways 

to get the cooperation of qualified subjects with this 

study would be through the organized churches. For this 

reason the author visited a number of Priests, Ministers, 
' 

I 
; 
I 

and Rabbis to talk about the present project and to re

quest their cooperation. Some ot them were cooperative and l 
! 

gave the author the names of couples who not only possessed 



2. 

3. 

88 f 
I 
l the operational characteristics of a stable marriage, but I 

also appearedasstable families in the respective connnunity. I 

Eac? religious leader sent letters to the couples announcing! 

the seriousness ot the present project, introducing its I 
author, and requesting their cooperation. I 

! 
The author attempted to contact these couples by phone. The' 

i 
ones who decided to participate received written information I 

which emphasized the importance of the couples' contri

bution: "Researchers have found that married couples who 

possess your knowledge, experience, and qualifications pres-

ent the highest level of marital stability in U. S. A. 

There is a real concern among researchers in taking advan-

tage of your great contributions, and in capitalizing on 

' I 
them by means at marital measurements in order to help 

couples who face marital conflicts, and to help young people I 

to reach a certain level of readiness for a successful mar-

riage. You are aware of the importance of a successtui 

marital relationship for the future of children and oom-

muni ty •••. " 

4. Arrangements were made between the couples and the author 

--

for the administration of the MST. Some couples took the 

test at home; others; in the rectories. The author was 

present in all the administrations. He provided each sub

ject with booklets, pencils and erasers. He read the in

structions and answered the questions each subject asked. 
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Husbands end wives worked separately but simultaneously. 

There was no time limit tor the test. 

Reeults .. 

Results will be presented in terms ot: (1) the central 

tendency ot husbands' and wives' scores on the MST an.don the 

TFI, as well as their deviation trom tha mean; (2) the calcu

lation ot x2 tor a difference between the frequency expected and 

the frequency obtained in each of the tour categories (love, 

truth, justice, and freedom) ot the MST; (3) the t and i tests 

tor a difference between the preliminary research means and the 

means of the present investigation (heterogeneity versus homo

geneity), and tor a difference between the MST and the TFI to 

load the clinical value ot the MST, a coefficient ot correlation 

will be ottered for loading the subjects variability between 

these two instruments; (4) the factor analysis ot varianoe,,2 x 4 
design to see the influence ot the tour categories on both ~us

bands and wives; (5) the correlation of each category (love, 

truth, justice, and freedom) end in total between husbands and 

wives as well as a correlation matrix trom the tour categories; 

finally (6) the quantitative item analysis ot the MST. 

Table 21, Appendix E, indicates that husbands obtained a 

mean of 52.0, aC-of 4.26 on the MST, and a mean ot 61.0, a C

ot 2.57 on the TFI. The same Table 21 assigns wives a mean ot 

52.0, aC-ot 4.42 on the MST, and a mean of 61.0, a CJ- ot 3.44 
L---------------·---'~A-·----------------"' 
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on the TFI 
2 

The X yields a significant difterence at a level 

ot .001 between the frequency expected by chance and the tre

quency influenced by each category (love, truth, justice, and 
., 

treedom) of the MST in both husbands and wives (Table 22). '!he 

di.f'ferenoe between the preliminary research means and the means 

o.f' the present investigation is significant at a level ot .001, 

according to the t test and the z ratio (Table 23). There ia 

also a significant difference at a level of .001 between the 

MST and the TFI Scores ot the sixty-tour subjects ot the present 

investigation (Table 24). The same table indicates a short 

variability ot the subjects in the two instruments (coetticient 

ot .19). The variance of the subjects' scores on the MST were 

processed according to the Factorial Analysis ot variance in a 

2 x 4 design. Table 25 indicates that there is no signiticant 

di.f'.f'erenoe between the factors (love, truth, justice, and free

dom), that the tour factors appear to be equally influential to 

both husbands and wives so that there is no significant ditter-
•. 

ence among any ot them. Husbands as well as wives are signif

icantly correlated in each category (love, truth, justice, and 

freedom) ot the MST and in total. Love and freedom correlated 

at a lev~l ot .• 05; truth and justice at that ot .01. The global 

correlation between husban-Os and wives was at the level of .01 

(Table 26). A correlation matrix from the tour factors indi

cates that they are significantly correlated among themselves, 

but freedom tends to present less variability than the others 
(TabXe 27). The last inclusion ot this report refers to the 
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NO. 

32 

32 

TABLE 22 

"AN r x c CONTINGENCY TABLE FOR r :r. 2 CATEnORIES 
(HUSBANDS AND WIVES) AND o = 4 CATEGORIES (LOVE, 
TRUTH, JUSTICE, AND FREEDOM) OF THE MST GIVEN TO 

64 Ss. 

SEX SIMULTANEOUS ACTION PATTERN ROW 
MARGINAL 

Love Truth Justice Freedom -
Husbands 413 413 428 404 1658 

(256) {256) {256) {256) (1024) 

Wives 415 412 429 401 1657 

(256) (256) (256) (256) (1024) 

Column 

Marginal 

828 825 

{512) (512) 

857 

{512) 

805 

(512) 

3315 

(2048) 

~ J f = .001 

91 
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TABLE 23 

DIFFERENCE OF MEANS BETWEEN '!HE PRELIMINARY RESEARCH 
AND THE PRESENT INVESTIGATION ACCORDING TO THE i AND 

t TESTS. 

STATISTIC MARRIED COUPLES 

PRELIMINARY 
RESEARCH 

N 102 

M 45.12 
c- 6.55 

0 M .65 

DM 
-z 

t 

.85 

6.58 

7. 74 (. 001) 

7.12 (.001) 

PRESENT 
INVESTIGATION 

64 
52.0 

4.34 

.55 

------------------~---~-··-----·----·---------------------L 



TABLE 24 

DIFFERENCE BE'IWEEN THE MST AND THE 
TFI MEANS OF 64 MARRIED SUBJECTS 

STATISTIC 

N 

Mean 

t 

r (Married mSl) 

r {Married women) 

r {Total) 

MST 

64 

25.0 

13.64 

Significant at .001 level 

.-07 

.37 

.19 

TFI 

64 

61.0 

•. 

---------r~--- ... ~_,.,,.._. __ ._,. __________ _ 
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SOURCE OF 
VARIATION 

Between t'ac-
tors (L,T,J,F) 

TABLE 25 

FACTOR ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE TABLE FOR THE 
2 x 4 DESIGN OF 64 MARRIED SUBJECTS 

SUM OF DIDREE OF MEAN TEST OF SIG-
SQUARES FREEDOM SQUARE NIFICANCE 

SS at ms F 

94 

l.87 3 .62 .24 (chance) 

.3etween Spouses 
. 56 .56 .24 (Hs and Ws} l (chance} 

Interaction 
(FXS) 6.55 3 2.18 .84 (chance) 

Within Groups 145.02 56 

•. 

TOTAL 154.00 63 

--------...-.~~~...-~~/~------------
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CATEnORIES 

Love 

Truth 
• 

Justice 

Freedom 

Total 

L 

T 

J 

F 

TABLE 26 

CORRELATIONS OF LOVE, TRUTH, JUSTICE, AND 
FREEDOM BETWEEN HUSBANDS' AND WIVES' 

SCORES ON THE MST. 

COEFFICIENTS LEVEL OF 
OF CORRELATION SIGNIFICANCE 

.39 

.47 

.47 

.38 

.45 

TABLE 27 

CORRELATION MATRIX FROM THE FOUR CATEGORIES 
OF THE MST IN 64 Sa. 

L T J F TOTAL 

.46 .25 .31 .34 

.42 .10 .33 

• 28 .32 

. 29 
" 

.05 

.Ol 

.Ol 

.05 

.01 

Total . 34 :33 .32 . 29 



results of the itElll analysis of the MST. Eight judges' opinions 

about the rational underlying each item of the MST, sorted 

according to the Q Technique, yield~ a coefficient ot internal 

consistency of .86, which is significant at the level ot .005 

(Table 28, Appendix E). The same underlying rational ot the 

MST items, presented in the form of a T-F Instrwnent (TFI) to 

thirty-two stable marriages, gives a reliability coefficient ot 

.73, Which is also significant at the level of .005 (Table 29, 

Appendix E). According to the formula KR20 (Table 30, 

Appendix E) the internal consistency of the MST has a coetficient 

ot .58, which is significant at the .005 level. The validity of 

the MST items is analyzed by the contrasting criterion groups. 

The groups are selected with the upper and lower twenty-five per 

cent (Anastasi, 1968). Table 30 indicates that the subjects of 

the upper group tended to give more correct answers than those 

ot the lower group. Of sixty-four items, 76.6 per cent hav' a 

positive discriminative value; 17.2 per cent have a zero di•

oriminative power; and 6. 2 per cent have a negative discrimina

tive index. Table 32 illustrates the discriminative power ot 

the MST items expressed as proportions. Of sixty-tour MST items, 

45.3 per cent appear in the middle range of discrimination (trom 

25 to 75 per cent); 31.3 per cent appear with an index of dis

crimination between 85 to 100 per cent; 23.4 per cent between 

0.0 to 24 per cent. The mean percentage ot subjects who 

answered the MST items correctly is 80.6. Table 32 indicates 
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TABLE 32 

INDEX OF ITEJ-1 VALIDITY OF THE MST, ACCORD-
ING TO MAXIMUM VALUE OF D, IN A 

SAMPLE OF 64 SUBJECTS 

PERCENTAGE PERCENTAGE MAXIMUM BITS OF DIF'Fm-
OF Se OF VALUE ENTIAL INFORMATION 
ANSWERING MST CORRECT OF D 
I TENS CORRECTLY RESPONSES 

19.0 100 .oo 0 

34.0 90 .20 36 

16.0 80 .40 64 

11.0 70 .60 84 

14.0 60 .80 96 

3.0 50 1.00 100 

1.5 40 .80 96 
•. 

1.5 30 .60 84 

o.o 20 .40 64 

o.o 10 .20 36 

o.o 0 .oo 0 
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the index of validity of the MST items following the 

maximum value of D {Ebel, 1965). All the MST items are 
' 

above the fifty per cent level with a mean of .40 tor the 
' 

maximum value of D. 

summarz 

The purpose of this chapter is to verify empirically 

the hypothesis of the present study. The author took three 

steps to accomplish his goal. First, he provided the oper

ational definitions of love, truth, justice and freedom with 

statistical support. The Q Sort technique and the reality 

isomorphism method yielded coefficients of .• 86 and .58, 
respectively. Second, he described the administration ot 

the MST to thirty-two volunteer married couples who represent 

the stable marriages in U.S.A. Finally, he processed the 

data by means ot descriptive and inferential methods ot 

statistics, and the following results are presented: Chi 

Square revealed significant difference between the fre

quency expected by chance and the frequency influenced by 

each category {love, truth, justice, and freedom; the t and 

z ratios showed significant difference between the prelimi

nary research means and the means of the present investi• 

gation; the factorial analysis of variance in a 2 x 4 design 

indicated that the four factors appear to be equally in-

98 
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tiuential to both husbands and wives; the degree ot relation

ship between the variables was as follows: love and treedom 

at a leyel of .05, truth and. justice at that ot .01, the 

global correlation at .01; the item analysis of the MST gave 

correlations of .86 and .58, and a significant index ot 

validity. 
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CHAPTER V 

INTERPRETATION OF THE DATA 

The statistical analysis ot the data appears to provide 

empirical support tor the hypothesis of ~the present investi

gation which reads: the scores ot husbands and wives who pos

sess the characteristics ot a stable marriage will appear aig

nitioantly high in total and in each ot the tour categories ot 

the MST. Theretore, there will be no significant ditterenoe 

between those scores either in total or in each category. 

The central tendency and the deviation trom the mean in each 

category and in total are substantially the same tor both hus

bands and wives (Appendix E). The Chi Square indicates that both 

husbands:• and wives 1 scores are significantly above the fre

quency expected by chance. Moreover, it is found that there is a 

significant difference at the level of .001 between the prelim

inary research means and the means of the present investiga~ion. 

Thia diff erenoe is according to What was expected, because the 

preliminary research has a heterogeneous sample, while the pres

ent investigation has a homogeneous one in regard to subjects 1 

age, marital status, years ot marriage, and education. The tac-

torial analysis ot the data in a 2 x 4 design manitesta that the 

tour categories (love, truth, justice, and freedom) intluence 

both husbands and wives in such a way that there is no aigniti

cant difference either between the categories or between husbands 
100 
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and wives (Chapter IV). Both husbands and wives appear to have 

81gniticant degree ot relationship in each category (love, truth, 

justice, and treed.om) ot the MST and in total. It is found that 

the coettioient ot correlation is significant at the levels of 

.o5 and .01 (Chapter IV). The tour categories are also signifi

cantly correlated between themselves. Nevertheless, freedom 

appears to have a less variability than the others. The judges 

as well as husbands and wives seem to provide the accuracy of 

the MST with a statistical support significant at the high level 

ot .005. The degree ot accuracy and the validity of the MST 

will be described below in more detail. 

The data of the present study also appear to sustain the 

reliability, the content validity, the criterion validity, and 

the construct validity of the MST. 

Reliability 

According to the formula KR
20

, the stability and accuracy 

ot the MST is highly significant at the high confidence level of 

.001 in both the present investigation and the preliminary re

search (Appendix E, Appendix A). Nevertheless, the level ot con

sistency appears to be higher in the preliminary research than in 

the present investigation. This is probably due to the nature of 

the sample. In the former, the sample is heterogeneous, in the 

latter, it is homogeneous. 
Content Validity 

' 

The content validity of the MST is significantly substan-

tiated by the scores ot a sample reasonably representative. Thi•I 
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~·. type ot validity receives noticeable support trom both the pre-

liminary research and the present investigation. The prelimi-

nary' research does not provide support with statistical analysis 

0 t data, What it does is to capitalize the experiences ot qual~ 

1tied judges and married people Who appear to be in essential 

agreement with the statistical tindings ot the present investi-

gation (Chapter IV) . 

• ,,concurrent Validity 

The outside criterion to measure the concurrent 

validity ot the MST are the i:ertormance ot subjects and the 

contrasted groups (Chapters III and IV). The subjects ot the 

present investigation (Ch~Pter IV) have pertormed the "marital 

job" tor a number ot years. The me·sn length ot marriage tor the 

group is 24. 29 years. The group scored significantly above what 

is expected by chance (Tables 22 and 25, Chapter IV). Therefore, 

its support to the ~oncurrent validity ot the MST is ot great 

importance, because, as Anastasi says, job performance ot sub

jects is "the most satisfactory type of criterion" in the Yali

dation ot general intelligence and personality tests. The 

second outside criterion against which the concurrenb validity 

ot the MST is measured refers to the methpd ot contrasted groups. 

This method is "used quite commonly in the validation ot the per 

sonality test" (Anastasi,' 1968). The two groups contrasted in 

the present study are 51 couples ot the preliminary research 

(Chapter III) and 32 couples ot the present investigation 

(Chapter IV). The latter group is signitioantly above the tor-
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~er one (Table 24, Chapter IV). A possible explanation of' the 

ditf erence might be the adequacy of' the sample. The group of' 

the present investigation (Chapter IV) is considered to represent 

adequately the stable marriages in the U.S.A., while the group of 

the preliminary research (Chapter III) is a heterogeneous and 

non-representative group of' the stable marriage, as operationally 

defined in Chapter I. 
construct Validitz - . 

The :f' indings of the present study seem to provide the em-

pirical verification of' the theory which is behind the MST. Both 

husbands and wives appear significantly correlated in each cate

gory (love, truth, justice, and freedom) and in total (Table 27, 

Chapter IV). The level of' accuracy and stability of' subjects' 

responses is highly significant in both the present investigation 

(Chapter IV) and the preliminary research {Chapter III). The 

qualitative and quantitative analyses of the MST items appear to 

be equally in favor ot the MST construct validity. The MST was 

carefully planned before its construction. As mentioned,several 

stages were developed to improve the design of' the MST. Quali

fied judges and qualified married people provide the items of the 

MST with significant intrinsic value as indicated in Tables 31, 

32 (Chapter IV), and 33 (Appendix E). It is observed that the 
( 

MST appears more discriminative in the preliminary research 

(Chapter III) than in the present investigation (Chapter IV). A 

factor which seems to in:f'luenoe this discrepancy would be the 

condition of' the sample again. In the former study the sample, 
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was selected without considering the operational character

istics ot a stable marriage; in the latter one these charac

teriatios were essential • . 
According to the information taken trom the Sixth Hen tal 

Measurements Yearbook (1965), the MST will be the tirst task

orientea personali tyt test which presents reliability and 

validity data to measure marital stability. Nevertheless, 

the author does not consider the present study as a culmina

tion on research o t marital at.f'airs,. but as a reliable and. 

valid point ot departure tor further investigation. Aooord

ing to the observations in counseling sessions, Study B ot 

the preliminary research (Chapter III) could turnish the 
. 

MST with olinioal and therapeutic values. Both husbands 

and wives made remarks on a number ot items which they per

ceived as a reflection ot their internal conflicts. Most ot 

the oounselees used the items illustrated by pictures as a. 

means to disclose their teelings and as a means ot catharsis. 

The tollowing samples ot the counselees' comments may be ot 

interest: "she and her mother are against me," tor Item 25; 

"we were O.K. when she did not earn any money outside the 

home," tor Item 26; "I cannot aooept laziness," tor Item 27; 

' "Our problem 1• that we have no time to talk to each other." 

tor Item 41; "I have to talk private things with my triends 

because he is always busy, but then he says that I am a gossi-
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per," for Item 42; counseless under great stress found Item 

43 a very usetul mean to discharge tension and defensive-

ness. Items 57 and 58 were also valuable ways of catharsis: 

"tunny picture, but it is true ••• " Item 59 served to play a 

didactio role in a nUillber of cases: "we have to learn ••• " 

10~ 

on the contrary none of the counselees seemed to find any 

signii"icant clue in the Locke and Wallace's Short Marital 

Adjustment Test, to be used in counseling sessions. A simi

lar inference may be taken from comparing the MST and the TFI. 

The TFI does not seem to provide subjects with cathartic oppor

tunities. The variability ot subjects in the TFI is so short 

that the correlation between the MST and the TFI appears very 

low. Nevertheless, the dimensional determination ot the 

clinical and therapeutic values ot the MST needs to have more 

exploration. This research would seem to be of great sig

nificance for family and marriage counselors as well as for 

oounselees. Both husbands' and wives' scores appear signif

icantly correlated in each of the four categories (love, truth, 

justice, and freedom). These findings seem to correspond to 

the philosophical conception of the categories. Scholastic 

philosophers hold that the existence of one category involves 

that of the others necessarily (E. Gilson, The Christian 

Philosophy of St. Thomas Aquinas, 1956). However, a cross

validation would be suitable to obtain empirical weights tor 
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each category. Some items {26, 82, 83, 85) which have a ce~tain 

8ll10unt of positive discrimination in the preliminary research 

(cnapter III) appear to have a negative discriminative value in 

the present investigation {Chapter IV). In regard to Item 26, it 

seems that there is a certain ambiguity which was mostly detected 

by subjects of higher education and social environment. Item 82 

appears to need more accuracy in the correct answer. Items 83 

and 85 are believed to possess clinical clues which demand more 

investigation. The twelve items illustrated by pictures exhibit 

a mean index of discrimination of ,33 which is not far from the 

jpreferable difficulty level {.50). Their clinical and therapeutic 

value was already mentioned. It was also noticed that Item 26 

needs special attention because it exhibits a negative index of 

discrimintation in the present investigations {Chapter IV}, while 

its discriminative power is positive in the preliminary research 

(Chapter III). Other important considerations for the future 

would be the culture-fairness of the MST. This test was origi

nally developed with the contribution of Spanish-speaking sub~ 

jects. The cultural background of its author is Spanish. Not

withstanding, the Spanish subjects rather than the .American ones 

appear to be penalized in the test. At the same time, the 

Spanish-speaking population contribute much to the validity of 

the MST, as indicated in Chapter III. A longitudinal study of , 
I 

the 179 couples mentioned in Chapter III would provide more in- j 

1 

formation about the MST validity and its culture-fairness. The I 
I s~ple of the present investigation (Chapter IV} includes sub- hj 
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~ I · I jects from different religious backgrounds (Jews, 

-~-"·lo1 .. 1
1 Protestants, 

I I catholics), and the results appear to support the universality ot 

I the categories (love, truth, justice, and freedom). 

! summary 
I 
t 

l The descriptive and inferential analysis of the data appears 

I 

! 

l to provide the 
! 

' hypothesis of the present investigation with empir-! 
i 

; ica.1 support. 
; 

The reliability of the MST as well as its content,, 
! I criterion, and construct validity are substantiated in both the 

!preliminary research (Chapter III) and the present investigation 

~(Chapter IV). The reliability and the content validity of the MSTI 

~seem to be supported by the consistency of the judges' opinion ! 
I j 
jand of the subjects' responses, and by the empirical verification; 
I 
lot the hypothesis. The concurrent validity of the MST is signifi-1 
! l 

icantly sustained by the performance of the subjects and by the 

imethod of contrasted groups. It is found that the MST construct 

!validity is demonstrated by husbands' and wives' coefficient of 
} 

jcorrelation in each category (love, trust, justice, and freedom) 

!and in total; by the judges' and qualified couples' opinions, and 

lby the qualitative and quantitative item analysis of the MST. In 
~ 

!general, however, the level of significance appears to be higher 
I 
1 

;in the present investigation than in the preliminary research. 
1 
t 
jThe MST seems to be a valid and reliable task-oriented person-
• 

jality test for the measurement of the stability of marital re-
i 
!lationship. 

i l l _____ , ___________ . _____ , ____ ... _______ -----·--..--~~J 
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CHAPTER VI 

SUMMARY 

The present study is an attempt to explore four factors 

(love~ truth, justice, and freedom). These factors were 

derived from the Universal Declaration of' Human Rights, from 

the Encyclical "Paean in Terris" (Peace on Earth) of' Pope 

John XXIII, from scientific literature (1934-1970), and from 

the experience of' married people. On these bases the writer 

hypothesized that if' a husband's and a wife's relationship is 

established on the fundamental bases of a democratic society 

(love, truth, justice, and freedom), they will be able to 

develop a stable marriage. In order to test this hypothesis 

a multiple-choice task-oriented bilingual personality test, 

namely "The Marriage Stylistic Test" (MST}, was designed. 

This instrument was then administered to a pilot group of 231 

married and engaged heterogeneous couples, and was subsequently 

revised. The revised test was given to a sample of thirty-two 

volunteer married couples who reasonably represented the stable 

marriages in U.S.A. The data were analyzed according to the j 

descriptive and inferential methods of statistics. The results I 
indicated that for this sample the MST is a valid and reliable I 
instrument. The four categories appear to be equally influ- I 

L ___ _ __________ , ______ 108 _ __j 



'.;H•(< -·- •- ,,-.r·•-'-" 

' 
109 ' 

ential to both husbands and wives. Both of them appear to 

have significant degree of relationship in each category 

(love, truth, justice, and freedom) and in total. Even though 

the sample used is small the present study could provide an 

acceptable point of departure for further investigations of 

marital stability. Such investigations would clarify the 

validity of the Marriage Stylistic Test on different samples. 

Recommendations for further research are as follows: (l} the 

discriminative power of items 26 (the extent to which it 

measures a dimension of love), 82 (the extent to which it 

measures a dimension of freedom), 83, 85 {clincial dimensions); 

(2) the cross-validation of the four categories (love, tI'Uth, 

justice, and freedom); (3) the therapeutic dimensions of the 

MST; (4} the culture-fairness of the MST; and (5) the uni

versality of each category (love, truth, justice, and freedom). 
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LIST OF THE PROPOSITIONS WHICH COMPRISE 
1:'llE DIMENSIONS OF THE OPERATIONAL 

DEFINIT!ONS OF LOVE, TRUTH, 
JUSTICE; AND FREEDOM 

Tb8 number ot each of the propositions corresponds to the 

number of the item of the MST. 

Il 

LOVE 

spouses• amount ot' mutual concern iri 

25. 
26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

solving theit. quarrels; 

dealing as il uriit 'With marital attairs; 

considering ~ach other; 

having a i)t'oi;ett se1t•oonoept; 

respecting each othe~; 

dedicating to each other; 

disclosing with each other; 

listening to each other; 

readjusting to changing needs J 

1rtcreaa:lt1g their personal esteem for each otherJ 

35. constructing positive attitudes toward each otherJ 

36. serving each other.; 

37. giving themaeives to each otherJ 

38; sha.ririg happ:lne~s and sorrow; 

39. making their marriage the molt important part ot 

theil' lives; 

40. identifying with each other. 
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III 

112 

r TRUTH 

Spouses' S111ount ot capability to 

41. overcome sophistication; 

42. overcome gossiping tendencies; 

43. overcome the tendency to make supertioial judge-

ments; 

44. make a realistic eval~tion ot the tactors that may 

interfere with marital happiness; 

45. to be honest to eaoh other; 

46. untold a zeal which is above any kind ot tiction; 

47. develop mature bases to trust each other; 

48. perceive the points ot view ot each other; 

49. establish a trank coD1I11unication without partial 

reservations; 

50. appreciate a holistic meaning in sexual roles; 

51. discover in sexual intercourse something more than 

sexual satistaction; 

52. make ot sexual intercourse a means ot becoming emo

tionally close to each other; 

. 53. make of their bodies a means ot emotional attrac-

tion; 

54. harmonize the 'potentialities ot each with the inter

ests ot married lite; 

I 55. discriminate judiciously among social values; 

---------·-----...-..---~-----·----J 



56. discern the value ot science and social traditions. 

IV 

JUSTICE 

Spouses' amount ot capability to 

57. perceive the concept ot equality; 

58. adjust a teeling ot superiority on the part ot one 

to a mutual recognition ot each other's worth; 

59. make married lite a task tor two; 

60. overcome harming tendencies; 

61. distribute economic responsibility; 

62. give the right place to each other; 

113 

63. to reach a tair agreement concerning home activities 

and outside interests; 

64. answer to the tair desires ot each other; 

65. make a tair evaluation ot the potentialities and 

limitations ot each other; 

66. give the partner his sexual right; 

67. develop adequate sexual attitudes toward the part-

ner; 

68. understand the mutuality involved in sexual inter-

course; 

69. recognize that each other has the right to reach the 
< 

climax ot sexual excitement; 

70. try a simultaneous arrival at a climax ot sexual 

satistaction; 
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71. discuss sex ditficuities with tair consideration tor 

the partner I 

72. recognize the iilllitations imposed by the psyohoao

matio condition ot the human organism in regard to 

serual inte%icourse. 

v 
FREEDOM 

Spouses' amo\ll1t of oapabi1ity to 

73. behave proper1y itt the presence as well as in the 

absence of each otherJ 

74. use their :H.gb.ts responsibly; 

75. accomplish their duties in regard to their chil

dren• s needs; 

76• satiety responsibly the human needs ot sex and 

security; 

11. play- an alta~erable role in domestic econoDtJJ 

78. develop an individuality compatible With the de-

mands ot married life; 

79. deveiop ibdividual responsibiiity; 

80. meet marriage obligations by them.selves; 

81. accept eaoh other without any external pressure; 

82. think and act independently from outside intluenoes; 

83. take the responsibility to provide economio securi-



r 
84. work out a wise, joint administration ot the com

bined incomes; 

85. per.torm the marriage duties concurrently; 

115 

86. taoe marital problems and attempt to solve them with 

mutual responsibility; 

87. search tor the values that will make marital duties 

me:aningtul; 

88. be willing to engage in mutually satisfying experi

ences. 



Couple 
Number 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

·15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

TABLE 10 

DISTRIBUTION OF MARRIED Ss ACCORDING 
TO SCORES ON THE MST 

Husbands 

55 

55 

55 

54 

54 

53 

53 

53 
52 

51 

50 

49 

49 

49 

49 

48 

48 

l~fl 

48 
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Wives 

58 

56 

55 

55 

54 

54 

53 

53 

53 

53 
52 

52 

52 

52 

49 

49 

1~9 

11.9 

49 
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TABLE 10 -- Continued 

couple 
Number Husbands Wives 

20 48 48 

21 l~ 7 47 

22 47 47 

23 47 46 

24 47 46 

25 47 46 

26 46 45 

27 46 45 

28 45 41~ 

29 1+5 44 
30. 44 44 

31 44 43 

32 43 43 

33 42 42 

34 42 42 

35 42 42 

j ·36 41 41 
I 
I 

37 I. 41 40 
! 
l 

I 38 

I 39 

41 40 

l+l 39 
! 
l 40 
I 

40 39 
·' ~.·-...-.r..:."""*.' .,. __ ... - .... ~.--.'3~1-'-.2<~·•·;...'._' ,_. "•"' ~"4.~;...."S<~~4*-!>1<·~•.!J:'.G".' ... '-'~~--•c;,,~(.;,~~· 1'."JOW,.",•,·~) 
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TABLE 10 

Couple 
Number 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

-- Continued 

N = 51 

Husbands 

40 

40 

39 

37 

37 

37 

37 

36 

36 

36 

30 

~ = 2304 

M = 45.18 

(') = 6.13 

Wives 

39 

39 

36 

36 

36 

36 

35 

34 

33 

32 

32 

% = 2298 

M = 45.06 

er = 6. 97 
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Ss 
No. 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7 

8 

9 
t 

l 
l 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 . 

16 

17 

18 

TABLE 11 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN MFANS OF AMERICAN AND 
SPANISH Ss ON THE MST. 

MST MST Sa MST MST 
American Ss Spanish So No-. American Sa Spanish Sa 

Scores Scores Scores Scores 

58 53 19 54 42 

51 52 20 53 41 

56 52 21 53 41 

56 51 22 53 40 

56 49 23 53 40 

56 49 24 53 40 

56 48 25 53 40 

55 48 26 53 40 

55 47 27 53 39 

55 47 28 53 39 

55 47 29 53 39 

55 46 30 53 39 

55 45 31 53 39 

55 44 32 53 39 

54 44 33 53 39 

54 44 34 52 39 

54 4'3 35 52 39 

54 43 36 52 39 
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TABLE 11 - Continued i 

I 
Ss MST MST Sa MST MST 
No. American Ss Spanish Sa No Ame:rioan Sa Spanish Sa 

Scores Scores Scores Scores 

37 52 38 57 48 32 

38 52 38 58 48 32 

39 52 38 59 47 31 

40 51 37 60 47 31 

41 50 37 61 47 31 

42 49 37 62 47 30 

43 49 36 63 47 

44 49 36 64 47 

45 49 36 65 47 

46 49 36 66 46 

47 49 36 67 46 

48 49 36 68 46 

49 49 35 69 46 

50 49 35 70 46 

51 48 34 71 46 

52 48 34 72 46 I 

I 53 48 33 73 46 

I 54 48 33 74 46 
! 

55 48 33 75 45 I 
I 

56 48 33 76 Q.5 
I 

I 
i 
l 

-" :-:-~ ----~-.-..J 
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TABLE 11 - Continued 

-
ss 
No. 

17 

78 

79 

80 

81 

82 

83 

84 
85 
86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

91 

92 

MST 
American Ss 

Scores 

45 
45 

45 

45 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

43 

43 

42 

42 
42. 

42 

MST 
Spanish Ss 

Scores 

Ss 
No. 

93 

94 

95 
96 

97 

98 

99 

100 

101 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

M = 48.03 
er= 5.48 

MST 
American Ss 

Scores 

42 

42 

42 

42 

41 

41 

41 

40 

40 

38 

37 

37 

36 

36 

36 

35 

M = 38.13 

(/': 6. 00 

t = 12.26 

MST 
Spanish Ss 

Scores 
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1'AnT.E 13 

.- ITEM SCORE MATR!X FOR 170 Sa ON MST. 

Items No. of Passing Item pq 
Xt 

25 136 .16 

26 135 .17 

27 133 .17 

28 83 .25 
29 131 .18 

30 151 .10 

31 159 .06 

32 i43 .13 

33 92 .25 

34 134 .17 

35 157 .01 

36 80 .25 

31 151 .10 

38 36 .17 

39 159 .06 

40 114 .22 

41 165 .03 

42 131 .18 

43 127 .19 

44 140 .15 

---
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, TAT~t.'R 1 J -- continued 

Items Mo. of l>assing Item pq 
Xt 

45 52 .21 

46 41 .18 

47 141 .J.4 

48 94 .25 

49 29 .14 

50 81 .25 

51 109 .23 

52 157 .07 

53 149 .10 

54 143 .13 

55 84 .25 

56 100 .24 

57 149 .10 

58 1)4 .16 

59 164 .04 

60 123 .20 

61 i46 .12 

62 141 .14 

63 83 .25 

64 131 .18 

;" ·---- ·--1>.:i.1\A_,-.~-
·~~"!'_. .......... ,..__., 
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TABLE 13 -- Continued 

Items No. ot Passing Item pq 
Xt 

65 84 .25 

66 109 .23 

67 88 .25 

68 124 .20 

69 160 .06 

70 162 .05 

71 124 .20 

72 104 • 24 

73 121 .20 

74 154 .09 

75 $0 .a3 

. 76 62 .23 

77 109 .23 

1e 142 .13 

79 157 .07 

80 157 .07 

81 115 .22 

82 75 .24 

83 114 . 22 

84 154 .09 
I 
~ 
' 

L 
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TABLE 13 -- Continued 

It•llS No. ot Passing Item pq 
xt 

85 156 .01 

86 162 .05 

87 86 .25 

88 71 .24 

" 10.55 N = 64 ~xt = 7658 Piq1 = 

C't = 6.823 

a-'\ = 46.64 

:rtt = • 78 
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TABLE 15 

INDEX OF ITEM V ALIDI'l'Y OF THE MST. 

Items u L D 

51 (3~) 51 (30~) U - L 
N' 

25 49 33 .31 

26 47 28 • 37 

27 42 41 .02 

28 43 10 .65 

29 40 39 .02 

30 48 41 .14 

31 51 41 .20 

32 50 35 .29 

33 31 25 .12 

34 50 25 .49 

35 49 42 .14 

36 46 7 .76 

37 50 37 .25 

38 7 16 -.18 

39 51 41 .20 

40 31 ,. 34 .06 

41 51 47 . 08 

42 49 29 .39 

... 
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TABLE 15 -- Continued 

Items u 

51 (3~) 

43 41 

44 46 

45 18 

46 19 

47 45 

48 41 

49 13 

50 35 

51 43 

52 49 

53 50 

54 47 

55 28 

56 46 

57 51 

58 47 

59 51 

60 46 

61 48 

62 47 

L 

L 

51 (30~) 

34 

36 

12 

7 

39 

16 

4 

19 

24 

45 

39 

35 

14 

16 

36 

30 

47 

25 

42 

36 

D 

U - L 
N 

.14 

. 20 

.12 

.24 

.12 

.49 

.18 

.31 

.37 

.08 

.22 

.24 

.21 

. 59 

.29 

. 33 

.08 

.41 

.12 

.22 

128 ' . I 



TABLE 15 -- Continued 

Items u L D 

51 (30~) 51 (3~) U - L 
N 

63 46 5 .Bo 

64 49 28 .41 

65 36 15 .41 

66 43 22 .41 

67 40 11 . 57 

68 40 31 .06 

69 48 46 .04 

10 51 45 .12 

71 43 32 .22 

72 46 15 .61 

13 41 36 .10 

74 48 42 .12 

75 18 13 .10 

76 42 10 .63 

11 35 35 .oo 

78 48 33 .29 

79 51 38 .25 

80 51 39 .24 

81 35 33 .04 

l 
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I 
I 

TABLE 15 -- Continued I 
I 

Items u L D 

51 (30%) 51 (30%) U - L R . 

82 33 13 • 39 

83 39 35 .08 

84 49 45 .08 

85 49 44 .10 

86 51. 43 .16 

87 38 14 .47 

88 29 10 .39 

L 
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Ss 
No 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

M = lµ.. 72 

<r= 5.44 

TABLE 16 

MST AND L-W MAT SCORES DISTRIBUTION 
Oli1 COUPLES WITH MARITAL 

CONFLICTS 

Husbands Wives 

MST L-W MAT MST L-W MAT 

42 76 34 19 

38 63 39 132 

40 127 40 35 

36 116 40 98 

44 20 36 34 

37 118 39 72 

54 44 41 73 

36 165 30 107 

39 105 44 147 

49 71 45 113 

44 61 49 53 

M = 87 .8 M=39.72 M = 80.3 

CT= 40.17 er= 4.98 0-= 33.88 

r'rf =-.53 rxy = .23 

I 



··-~ 4 
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HARVEY J. LOCKE, University ot Southern California 
KARL M. WALLACE, Los Angeles State College 

1. Check the dot on the scale line below which best describes the degree of happiness, 
1
1 

everything considered, ot your present marriage. The middle point, "happy," repre
sents the degree ot happiness which most people get trom marriage, and the scale gra-; 
dually ranges on one side to those few who are_ very unahppy in marriage, end on the 'I 
other, to those few who experience extreme joy or felicity in marriage. 

0 2 7 15 20 25 35 I 
• • • • • 

Very 
Unhappy 

I 

Happy Pertectly 
Happy i 

i 
i ! State the approximate 

f the .tollowing items • 
extent of agreement or dis·agreement between you and your mate on 
Please check each column. 

I 
I 2. Handling .:t'a.mily .:t'inances 

I 
3. Matters o.:t' recreation 

4. Demons tr at ions o.:t' a.:t'.:t'ection 

5. Friends 

6. Sex relations 
1. Conventionality. (right, good, 

or proper conduct) 

8. Philosophy of life 
9. Ways of dealing with in-laws 

Always 
.Allree 

Almost 
Always 
.Mtree 

Occasio
nally 
Disaszree 

Fre
quently 
DisaF(ree 

Almo·st 
Always 

Disagree 
Always 
i D sagree 

• I 
I 
i 
j 

' i 
l • 

I 
I 
I 

I 
~I 
~j 



10. When disagreements arise, they usually result in: 

___ husband giving in 
_____ wite giving in 
____ agreement by mutual give and take 

11. Do you and your mate engage in outside interests 
together? 

all ot them 
----some ot them 
____ ver-y few ot them 

none ot them. ---
12. In leisure time do you generally prefer: 

to be "on the go" ---___ to stay at home 

Does your mate generally preter: 

to be "on the go" ---_____ to stay at home 

13. Do you ever wish you had not married? 

frequently ---occasionally ---___ rarely 
__ ...;never 

t , 
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14. It you had yoUl' lite to live over, do you think 

you would: 

marry the same person 
marry a ditterent person 

I 
not marry at all 

. -

15. Do you contide in yoUl' mate? -· 

almost never 
rarely 

~ in most things 
in everything . 

I 
I 

. 

,_. 
\,,.) 

\Jl. 
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THE MJRRIAGE STYLISTIC TBST (MST) 

Carlos A. Plazas 
School Psychologist 
Illinois Certificate 887313 

; 

! 
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The Marriage St711stic Test 

·is 

a task-oriented personalit7 

test whioh proposes to help 

unmarried people asaesa their 

marital attitudes and values, 

and to help married people 

disclose important sources ot 

their marriage ditticulties. 

I 
i 
' 

I 
! 

I 

----------~--~--------·~----------------~-----·-_________ J L 



MARRIAGE STYLISTIC TBST 

DIRECTIONS .. 

The Marriage Stylistic Teat (MST) attempts to be a use

ful instrument tor evaluating the strength and the weakness 

ot the marital attitude, and tor making a diagnosis ot mari

tal behavior. The MST ia not an instrument tor discrind

nating between people who are qualitied to get married and 

people who are unqualified, Neither is the MST an instrument 

tor selecting the couples who should get a divo~oe or the 

couples who should continue married lite. 

The MST aims to help in the reinto:roement ot positive 

marital attitudes, in the extinction ot negative marital 

attitudes, and in the diaoloaure ot the sources ot marital 

conflict. Therefore, the more careful and honest your an

awera are, the better the counselor will be able to help you 

develop positive marital attitudes, and overcome mal'riage 

ditticultiea. 

Write your name as directed on the answer sheet: tirat 

your last name, then your tirst name, and finally your middle 

name. Also write your address, the date on which you are 

taking the teat, and provide exactly all the into:rmation re

quested about JOUr age, status, occupation, and so torth. 

The oolmselor will not investigate whether or not JOU are 

telling the truth. He expeota your intormation to be truth-

tul. 
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Atter stating all the information, begin to answer the 

items ot the test. Do not write in the booklet. Select only 

one answer to each question and write the number ot your an

swer on the answer sheet. Be sure that you enter the number 

ot your answer beside the correct question number in the test 

booklet. It you wish to change any ot your answers, erase 

completely, and wr1 te heavily the one you pr et er. 

You will also see that thirteen items (25, 26, 27, 41, 
42, 43, 51, 58• 59, 73, 74, 15, and 89) are illustrated by 

pictures, and tive items (37, 40, 45, 46, and 62) outline a 

specitic situation. You will be requested to give the con

clusion that best suits the picture or the situation. You 

must be very caretul because the answer is not as simple as 

it may appear at tirst glance. You are expected to think 

ca.retully and to discover the inference and logical conclu

sion that should be deduced trom those items. 

E:XAMPLE: 

A. Which ot the tollowing could best be applied to a tamily 

whose members live in a democratic atmosphere. 

1. Authoritorianism 

2. Licentiousness 

3. Respeottulness 

4. Undeoidedness 

{ _______ ' ... ------··-·---·-·---·-·-- .... --... ·.-·~- ~ ~ ~· _,_ ---~,-- -·- ,_ ,\!"---~-~~~--Dll"~·--llf·.Jlf-~ ... - -~---W'&l.o-'0.!44>..,..Ji: 
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B. This picture represents one spouse suffocated by family 
duties, husband and wife holding the duties, and husband, 
wife and children bearing them together, thus making 
them less weighty, 

The best inference from the.picture should be 

l, Husband, wife, and children's positive coopera-
tion lighten individual burdens. 

2. Husband, wife and children constitute the family. 
3, Husband and wife are the center of the family. 
4, Husband is suffocated by family duties. 

EXAMPLE k~SWER SHEET 

A. 3 

B. 1 
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Name 

THE MARRIAGE STYLISTIC TEST (MST) 

Last 

DATE: 
-yv=-ear:::":"-..,M~o~n~t~h~~D~a=y~--~ 

First Middle 

Address 
-~sTt~r-e~ert-~----~--~.....,c"i~t~y-~----:::sTt-aTt-e--~Z?lp~C7o-a~e---

Phone number Birthday Age 
--------------~ Year Month Day ----

Number ot Brothers Number ot Sisters 
-------~- -----------

I am the oldest , the youngest , in the middle --- ---
Marital Status: Single, Engaged, _Married 

____ Separated, ____ Divoroed, ____ Widow(er). 

Marriage Date Number ot Children 
Year Month Day --------

Marriage Witnessed by a Minister ----
Priest ----
Rabbi -----

---- Judge 

Separation Date Divorce Date 
-y~ear ____ M_o_n_t ... h---i5B:-y- y--e-ar~M'T"o-n ..... t .... h-Di~y-

Spouse's Date ot Death 
~Y--e-ar-""'M17o~n!""lt~h--D,....a_y_ 

Occupation Nationality --------
Color Native language 

-------------~- -~~~~~~~~~-~---

Religion ---------



~ 

: 

l 

,------·----·--- ·-·--··-·---·----· . 

Attendance at the Church Weekly ---
---Monthly 

A tew times ---
No times ---

Edu.cation: Yours Your tather' s Your mother' a I 

Years ot Grammar School 

Years of High Sohool 

Years ot College 

Years ot Graduate School ---
I have lived most ot the time in a city ot: 

Suburban .Area --2,500 - 10,000 Population 

- 20,000 - 30,000 Population Inner-city Area --
40,000 - 50,000 Population -- Good City .Area 

100,000 Population and plus - Rural Area 

My temily income is: 

--- 45,00 and over 

40,000 - 44,000 

35,000 39,000 

30,000 - 34,000 

25,000 - 29,000 

20,000 - 24,000 

15,000 - 19,000 

. 10,000 - 14,000 

5,000 - 9,000 

less than 5,000 

--

I 



e_e_t_F_o_r----·--·-d .. _,,,D_a_t_•=====:::::::::::::-1-44-, 
Year Month Day 

r -Answer Sb 

MARRIAGE S'l'YLISTIO TEST 
Sets, I, II, III; lV, V, VI 

NSJTl• 
Las 

Sex Age 
t----------p-1-r-s~t------M-1-aa-1-.-- --------- -----

Single Married Divorced Separated Widow(er) - --- --- ---
Part· I Part II Part III Part IV Part V Part VI 

1 25 41 57 73 89 
2 26 42 58 74 90 
3 27 43 59 75 91 
4 28 44 60 76 92 
s 29 45 61 77 93 
6 30 46 62 78 94 
7 31 47 63 79 95 
8 32 48 64 80 96 
9 33 49 65 81 97 

10 34 50 66 82 98 
11 35 51 67 83 99 
12 36 52 68 84 100 

13 37 53 69 85 101 

14 38 54 70 86 102 
1$ 39 55 71 87 103 
16 40 56 72 88 104 
17 
18 
19 
20 Test Begun Test Completed ------- -----21 Total Time 
22 -------
23 Total Score --------
24 
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PLEASE QQ. NOT WRITE 

ANYTHING IN THIS BOOKLET 

USE YOUR ANSWER SHEET -



r PART I 

THE MARRIAGE STYLISTIC TEST 

1. Which ot the following applies to your physical health? 

1. Many headaches 
2. Malfunctioning in the glandular system. 
3. In good health. 
4. Severe illness during childhood. 

2. Which ot the following applies to your emotional condition? 

1. Lose temper easily. 
2. Careful to avoid saying what may hurt anyone's 

feelings. 
3. Tendency to be critic al of others. 
4. Being easily attected by praise or blame. 

3. Which ot the following applies to your childhood experi
ences between the ages ot three and ten? 

1. Happy. 
2. Unhappy. 
3. Tragic. 
4. I do not remember. 

4. Which of the following applies to you at the age of ten? 

1. My parents did not allow me to have friends. 
2. I did not wish to have friends. 
3. My parents did not understand rrry play interests. 
4. I made friends easily. 

5. Which of the following applies to you at the age ot four
teen? 

1. I was absorbed in sex problems. 
2. I did not like to associate with anybody. 
3. I strove tor behaving in an adult fashion. 
4. I felt neglected and discriminated against. 

6; Which of the following applies to you in regard to the 
people who most greatly influenced your home life? 

1. My father. ' 
2. Both father and mother. 
3. Some relative3. 
4. My mother. 
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7. Which of the following would you consider the best qual
ity ot a father? 

1. To help hie children become better than all other 
persons. 

2. To help his children become reapona ible and capa-
ble or doing good. 

3. To be more preoccupied with the tuture ot the 
home than with his children 

4. To be able to succeed in business. 

8. Which of the following would you consider to be the worst 
habit of a tather? 

1. Spending too much time outside the home. 
2. Not allowing his wife and children to talk with 

him. 
3. Providing only for food and clothing. 
4. Always having to be right. 

9. Which of the following would you consider to be the most 
important quality of a mother? 

1. Being a very attractive woman. 
2. Being dedicated to serving the members of her 

tanily. 
3. Being the best friend to the child. 
4. Giving good advice. 

10. Which of the tollowing would you consider to be the most 
untavorable habit of a mother? 

1. Quarrelling with her husband. 
2. Paying too much attention to gossip. 
3. Being capricious 
4. Pampering her children. 

11. Which of the tollowing would you consider to be an im
portant thing in regard to brothers' and sisters' rela
tionships? 

1. Feeling close to one another 
2. Being healthy. 
3. Helping one another. 
4. Being responsible persons. 

147 
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12. Which of the follow.Ing would you consider to be the worst 
habit o! brothers' and sistero' rolationshlps? 

1. Quarrelling with ona 6lllother. 
2. Attacking each other. 
3. Blaming each other. 
4. Complaining about each other. 

13. Which ot the following best deacribea the home in which 
you were reared? 

1. Father and mother appear very happy with each 
other. 

2. Father and mother appear very unhappy with each 
other. 

3. One ot my parents was absent. 
4. I did not have any home. 

14. Which of the following best describes your teelings about 
the home in which you were reared? 

1. I had too many things to do. 
2. I felt peaceful and at ease. 
3. I had too many tensions. 
4. I t'el t sick. 

15. Which of the following is the most important thing you 
learned from your home lite? 

1. To be honest and prudent. 
2. Nothing. 
3. To love myself and others. 
4. To depend on others. 

16. Which ot' the following should one strive tor in school? 

1. To be the favorite of the teacher. 
2. To have the highest grades in the class. 
3. To surpass the other pupils. 
4. To learn and help one's classmates. 

17. Which of the following should you apply to school exper
iences? 

1. striving for questioni.ng and learning. 
2. striving tor being in agreement with teachers. 
). striving for being in ap;r6ement with cln.smnnte3. 
Li. Striving for perfect diaclplin~ nt achool. 
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18. Which of the following would you recommend to teachers :1.n 
their classroom situation? 

1. To have good physical appearance, 
2. To be democratic and creative. 
3. To give brief homework assignm~ts. 
4. To be gentle. 

19. Which ot the following should not be tound in teachers? 

1. Exhibiting understanding and sensitivity. 
2. Being authoritarian and cold. 
3. Being tolerant of the misbehavior of the students. 
4. Barring any student from class. 

20. Which of the following would you apply to your readings 
on love, sex, marriage, and tamily? 

l. I want to read more books and magazines on these 
topics. 

2. I do not have time to read anything on these sub
jects. 

3. I mn not interested in this type ot reading. 
4. I do not know any useful books or magazines on 

these topics. 

21. Which ot the following should be applied to the program 
plam1ing in sex education? 

1. Intermittent conferences and meetings in coopera-
tion with the church. 

2. Systematic programs from kindergarten through 
college. 

3. Intermittent cow.manta of teachers in the varioue 
classes. 

4. Information obtained trom home. 

22. From your own experience, from TV, tilins, movies, and 
from conversations with your triends and neighbors, whi.ch 
of the following is your actual opinion a.bout love, Sf·X, 
marriage and .tamily? 

l. Most people have inadequate concepts of love, sex, 
marriage, Slld family. 

2. Most people have adequate concepts ot love, sex, 
marriage, end family. 

). A good marriage is a real challenge today. 
4. Moat of the tilma and movios contn:J.n wrong 

messages on love and ma.r1•iage. 
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23. Which ot the following should be applied to the role of 

religion in a successful marriage? 

l. Religion is the only important factor affecting 
marriage happiness. 

2. Religion does not have anything to do with 
marriage happiness. 

l~ 

3. Religion has little to do with marriage happiness. 
4. Religion ia an important factor in marri.age 

happiness. 

24. Which of the following should be applied to the role ot 
religion for a successful marriage? 

1. Regular practice of religion is favorable to 
marital adjustment. 

2. Regular practice ot religion is m1f avorable to 
the happiness of mixed marriages. 

). Regular practice ot religion ia important only 
for preliterate people's marriages. 

4. Regular practice of religion is important only 
in Christian marriages. 
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25. The picture represents a husband and wife in a serious 
quarrel. He went to the tavern to drink with his friends 
in order to forget home problems. She went to her 
mother's house to seek consolation.< 

What should be the best inference .f'rom the picture? 

1. A human situation that is conunon in many 
homes. 

2. Spouses look for wrong solutions to their 
quarrel. 

3. Spouses look torr human solutions to their 
quarrel. '· 

4, Spouses need to get a divorce. 

--~---~~-----------~----------------...... -------.1 
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26. The illustration pictures a couple wbo have bank accounts 
and handle their money independently of each other. Each 
one pa~rs 501b of the home expenditures. There is no coop
eration in the rnana~emen t of the in di vi dual incomes. 

What should be the best inference from the picture? 

1. 'I'he spouses share 50% of their personal 
incomes. 

2. The spouse~ do not work as a unit. 
3. The spouses share home and in div i.dunl 

expenses. 
l+. 'l'he spouse~ lrn.ve their checking accounbi 

in dLf ferent hanks. 
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27. This picture represents one conunon practice of a couple. 
Because he begins work at 5:00 A. M., he seldom eats 
breakfast at home, for his wife usually has nothing ready 
for him, and she dislikes rising before 9:00 A.H. 

What should be the best inference from the picture? 

1. The spouses get up at different times. 
2. The spouses do not have breakfast in the 

m.ol"'ning. 
3. The spousen do not cooperate witi1 eRch othe~. 
4. The wife is ill. 
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28. Which ot the following would you consider as a basic con-
dition to loving one's partner? 

1. To love any person ot any race. 
2. To love a woman with frenzy. 
3. To love a man with delirium. 
4. To love oneself. 

29. Which ot the following should be applied to improve a 
marital relationship? 

1. The spouses should respect each other. 
2. The spouses should respect the dignity ot human 

beings. 
3. The husband should be responsible in the use of 

his authority. 
4. The wite should obey her husband. 

30. Which of the following would you consider essential tor a 
successful marriage relationship? 

1. To live in their own home. 
2. To love each other. 
3. To live in a good neighborhood. 
4. To possess similar education. 

31. Which of the following do you feel should always be pre
sent in a successful marriage? 

1. At least two children. 
2. Good heal th. 
3. Coxmnunication. 
4. Good job. 

32. Which ot the following procedures should be followed when 
one ot the spouses has experienced a certain thing end is 
convinced that it is conducive to a happy married lite? 

1. To insist on its value. 
2. To try to convince the other partner of its value. 
3. To be rude it necessary in attempting to persuade 

the other partner ot its value. 
4. To discuss its value with the other partner. 

33. Which of the tallowing is typical ot a developing marital 
life? ' 

1. Adaptability. 
2. Variation. 
). Novelty. 
4. Calmness. 
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I 34. Which ot the following charaaterizes progress in a suo

oesstul marital relationship? 

l •• Increased esteem ot oneself and one's partner. 
2. Measuring the success ot one's marriage according 

to the success ot other marriages. 
3. Possessirg everything. 
4. Being interested only in the goals ot one's own 

marriage. 

35. Which ot the tollowing do you consider essential tor 
communication in marriage? 

l. The spouses should frankly acknowledge and regret 
the faults that they commit against each other. 

2. The spouses should have constructive attitudes 
toward each other. 

3. The husband should blame himself when he teels 
responsible tor the failure in the marital com
munication. 

4. The wife should be flexible in regard to her 
husband's failures in marital communication. 

36. Which ot the tollowing should the spouses do in striving 
tor a satisfying marital relationship? 

l. Avoid hurting the partner's teelings. 
2. Be kind to each other. 
3. Meet the needs ot the partner. 
4. Avoid flattering the partner. 

37. "Peter and Mary were married ten years ago. Both ot them 
are very well-educated persons. He is very rich and a 
successful businessman. She is an attractive woman. He 
has the ability to win many friends and to influence peo
ple. She has time to shop and money to buy the best 
dresses. They had experienced exciting moments ot inti
macy. However, after ten years ot married lite, their 
lite ot intimacy was completely lost, and their antago
nism became intolerable. They finally decided to get a 
divorce." 

This reading indicates that marriage success depends upon 

1. The possesaion ot wealth and attractiveness. 
2. The care spouses have tor children. 
3. The education of the spouses. 
4. The commitment ot the spouses to the goals ot 

sucoesstul marriage. 

I 
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38. 

39. 

40. 

Whioh ot the following ehould characterize spouses? 

1. Feeling mutual oompassion. 
2. Sharing of happiness and sorrow. 
3. Sharing of happiness. 
4. Sharing of sorrow. 

Which of the following do you consider the moat impor
tant factor in the failure ot marital interaction? 

1. The spouses did not take a marriage teat betore 
their wedding to determine whether they were 
really suited for each other. 

2. The spouses did not have the same religious 
beliefs and political ideas. 

3. The spouses did not separate temporarily when a 
crisis ot their marriage relationship first 
appeared. 

4. The spouses did not have the knowledge and 
exert the effort required to make their marriage 
the most important part ot their lives. 

"George was married to Martha in 1960. He was 22 years 
old and she was 19. He was, then, a graduate student of 
architecture and she, a graduate student of dentistry. 
After their marriage, they continued their studies. 
Their lives were happier because they loved each other 
very much. In June, 1963, just before George's gradua
tion, a cancer was discovered in his leg, and it was 
amputated. Before the cancer appeared, George had been 
a very good athlete, and atter the amputation, when he 
had an artificial leg, he made efforts to play ba.8ket
ball. Both George and Martha encouraged each other and 
continued their married life with increasing love. 
Six months later the cancer reappeared. Since then, 
he WW!I unable to get out of bed, and tor two years the 
cancer destroyed him slowly and painfully. His body 
was covered with ulcers. Martha's love and skillful 
nursing helped George endUl"e the terrible pain." 

From this reading one would conclude that the key to 
marriage fulfillment is 

1. Adequate sexual satisfaction. 
2. Identification ot one spouse with the other. 
3. Absolute selt-giving of the wite to her husband. 
4. Absolute self-giving ot the husband to his wife • 

I 
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41. 'rhe pie ture represents two weal thy spouses. They have a 
fine private library, valuable jewels, and beautiful fur
niture. Both are so involved in their own affairs that 
they have the opportunity to meet together only for 
breakfast. When they are at the table, he reads his 
newspaper, and she calls her friends to arrange her own 
schedule. 

What should be the best inference from this case history? 

1. The spouses work very hard. 
2. 'l'he spouses are in tel lee tual persons. 
3, The spouses have a high degreo of rnaturi ty. 
4. The spouses live as if they were strangers. 

' i 
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42. 'fhe picture represents a husband working at his office 
and a wife staying at home. In her husband's absence 
friends come to see the wife to tell her all the gossip 
they have heard about him. She spends most of her time 
listening to her friends, who stop only when they sus
pect the husband is returning home. 

What should be the best inference concerning this couple 
is that 

1. The spouses do not have time to talk to each 
other. 

2. The spouses trust each other". 
3. The wife has a lot of friends. 
L+. The spouses do not communicate with each other. 
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43. If you look carefully at these two pictures, you will see 
that they contain more than four figures. It Play be 
that you can find only two figu.Pes whereas your partner 
1'inds more than two o.C them or viceversa. You may think 
that you a.re the only one perceiving the picture correct
ly. Your partner may also have the same conviction. 
Then, irritation arises and an argument ensues. 

Tie~arding this and similar conflicts which arise in 
married life, which of the followint~ statements is true? 

1. All of the confllcts between husband and wife 
reveal that they are very poor reasoners. 

2. Most of the conflicts between husband and wife 
do not have any r~nsonable solution. 

3. All 01' the conflict:1 l>etwonn hn:1brmd mid wi f(~ 
reveal the inwnturity nr oach. 

4. Most of the con.fllcts between hufJbund ru1d wife 
could be avoided. 
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Which of the following will probably be the result of 
a marriage in which the spouses possess remarkable 
differences of education, incomes, and physical appear
ance? 

1 • A t ail ure . 
2. Labor in vain. 
3. Emotional imbalances. 
4. Serious difficulties. 

45. When a wife says to her husband, "I am so wonderful to 
you that I have the right to expect that you become de
pendent on me." Which of the .following does she seem 
to be? 

l. A very loving wife. 
2. A very spoiled wife. 
3. A very intelligent wife. 
4. Too dependent a wife. 

46. When a husband says to his wife, "I rule over you be
cause I know what is best tor you, and in your own best 
interests as well as those of our marriage, you should 
follow me without any opposition." Which of the follow
ing does he seem to be? 

1. Excessively zealous about his wife. 
2. Overly liberal. 
3. Very careful about his wife's rights. 
4. A very ambitious husband. 

47. Which of the following do you think is most important 
in order for spouses to improve their connnunication? 

1. Establish a tair set ot rules and topics. 
2. Control feelings of jealousy. 
3. control longings for freedom. 
4. Trust in each other. 

48. Which of the following should spouses exercise the most 
to promote successful communication? 

l, Be interested in the truth. 
2. Follow logical reasoning. 
). Try to understand the views of each other. 
4. Try to avoid failures in co~nunication. 



49. Which ot the following should the spouses consider the 
most important role of communication for a sucoesstul 
marital relationship? 

1. To be creative and positive. 
2. To avoid vulgar words. 
3. To tolerate mutual detects. 
4. To tell each other at least part of the 

truth. 

50. Which of the following would you consider essential in 
aexual instruction tor a successful marriage? 

1 . .E)TJ.phasis on the biological aspects of the 
sexual drive. 

2. :Emphasis on the spiritual aspects ot the 
sexual drive. 

3. Emphasis on the whole meaning of the 
sexual drive. 

4. Emphasis on the consequences ot an abnormal 
sexual drive. 

51. Which of the following should characterize the role of 
sex in a successful marital relationship? 

1. Spouses should have sexual experiences before 
the marriage. 

2. Spouses should perceive that sexual intercourse 
is more than sexual satisfaction. 

3. Spouses should not be bound by tixed ways of 
morality. 

4. Spouses should feel completely free in matters 
of sex. 

52. Which of the following vould you apply to sexual inter
course in a stable marriage? 

1. Spouses feel emotionally close to each other. 
2. Spouses schedule the days and the hours tor 

sexual intercourse. 
3. The husband \mes his wife's body in the way 

which Most completely satisfies him. 
4. The wife can ask her husband tor sexual inter

course. 
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53. Which of the following best describes your feelings on 

nudity between husband and wife? 

1. Contrary to the dignity of woman and the 
respect of man. 

2. Oppose to modesty and purity. 
3. A product of corrupted morals. 
4. A very useful way of expressing emotions and 

experiencing closeness. 

54. Which of the following should be applied as regards 
spouses' personal abilities tor a satisfying marital 
relationship? 

l. Spouses' personal satisfaction should be pre
ferred to the marital demands in the develop
ment of any ability. 

2. Development of the husband's abilities should 
be preferred to those ot the wife. 

3. Development of either spouse's ability should 
not be pursued to the detriment of I11B.rried lite. 

4. Development of the wite's ability should be 
preferred to that of her husband when she is 
the more capable. 

55. Which of the following should be the spouses' attitude 
toward the sooial environment? 

1. Partially closed to the social environment. 
2. Able to discriminate among various social values. 
3. Open to the social environment. 
4. Should consider the suggestions of more exper

ienced people. 

56. Which of the following should be applied to the spouses' 
attitudes toward social tra.di tions and scientiti c ad
vancements? 

1. Be aware of scientific sophistications. 
2. Respect popular literature on marriage. 
3. Discern the values of science and social 

traditions. 
4. Defend the positive values of traditions. 
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S"O 

57. This picture represents a husband who believes to have 
absolute right to command his wife, and a wife who was 
taught'to obey her husband always. 

What should be the best inference from such a situation? 

1. The spouses have wrong concept of equality in 
marriage. 

2. The husband is conscious of his responsibility 
as head of the family. 

3. The wife is conscious of her duties of obodienoc). 
4. The spouses act promptly in their decisions. 

1 
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58. This picture represents a husband comfortably relaxing 
and ordering his wife to untie his shoes. She is kneel
ing in front of him, doing as he desires and receiving 
new orders. 

What should be the best inference from the picture is 
that 

1. The husband displays an attitude of super-
iority, 

2. The spouses live in harmony. 
3. The husband is relaxing from his ha.rd work. 
4. The wife is very warm and generous. 

' 
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59. The picture symbolizes the family. When the two essen
tial forces of the family work positively and with ac
tive solidarity, the family tree is very strong and 
vigorous. When one of the essential forces fails, the 
whole tree is weak and unfruitful. 

What should be the best inference from the picture? 

1. The success of farnily life depends upon the 
sacrifice of the wife. 

2. The success of family life depends upon the 
positive cooperation of both. 

3. The success of family life depends upon the 
positive contribution oi' the hu:iband. 

4. The success of family li.t'e depends upon the 
experience of the spouses . 

. 
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60. Which of the following should be characteristic of a 
spouse striving for a stable marital interaction? 

l. Looks for a competent marriage counselor. 
2. Looks for many opportunities to influence the 

partner. 
3. Seeks the good ot the partner. 
4. Shows a desire for love. 

61. Which of the following should be applied concerning the 
role of economics? 

1. It should be the responsibility of the husband. 
2. It should be the cooperative work of both 

spouses. 
3. The wife should not work outside the home. 
4. The husband should play a more responsible role 

than the wife. 

62. "John and Lucy were married in 1960. Both ot them went 
into marriage with the highest purpose, worked very hard, 
and saved money tor a better future. John works more 
than ten hours every day. He does not drink, nor has 
he any bad habits. He gives Lucy what she wants. At 
the same time Lucy tries to save as much money as she 
can. Lucy feels very much disappointed when John de
cides to give his father all the marriage savings to ad
minister." 

Why does Lucy feel disappointed? 

1. She feels she is not sharing business affairs 
with her husband. 

2. John's father and his family are wasting her 
husband's savings. 

3. She does not work as hard as her husband does. 
4. She does not like John's family. 

63. Which ot the following would you recormnend as a means of 
improving a husband's end wite'a satisfying relation
ship? 

1. The husband should manage all the home services. 
2. The wife should not have any interests outside 

the hone. 
3. The husband should be the most responsible mem

ber of the family. 
4. Husband and wife should share social interents 

outside the home. 
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64. Which of the following would you communicate in develop
ing a satisfying marital relationship? 

1. Awareness ot the responsibilities spouses have 
to their children. 

2. Awareness ot each other through mutual service 
by spouses. 

3. Recognition by the husband that he does not 
possess anything worth giving to his wife. 
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4. Stressing her own excellence in order tor the 
wife to motivate her husband to surrender to her. 

65. Which ot the following should spouses consider in rela
tion to communication? 

1. Accept each other with theirmutual limitations 
and potentialities. 

2. Admit to each other their mistakes. 
3. Learn what should be done to communicate with 

each other. 
4. Blame each other tor tailing to achieve marriage 

goals. 

66. Which ot the following would you apply to sexual inter
course for a selt-tultilling marital interaction? 

1. Should be considered as 50% ot marriage lite. 
2. Should be the tultillment ot the legal right of 

the husband . 
...,., 3. Should be the most potent form ot con11nu11ic

tion between spouses. 
4. Should be considered as a marital duty. 

67. Considering the role of sex tor a successful marriage 
which should the spouses have? 

1. Appropriate and adequate sexual satisfaction. 
2. Appropriate and adequate genitals for sexual 

intercourse. 
3. Appropriate end adequate attitudes tor sexual 

intercourse. 
4. Appropriate and adequate position tor sexual 

intercourse. 



68. Which of the following would you apply to sexual inter
course in a successful marital relationship? 

1. Spouses should have true understanding of the 
mutuality of sexual intercourse. 

2. The husband should be sexually satisfied at the 
expense of his wife. 
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3. Spouses should have desire tor sexual intercourse. 
4. The wife should be sexually satisfied at the ex

pense ot her husband. 

69. Which of the following would you apply to the spouse who 
arrives at the climax of sexual excitement sooner? 

1. The spouse should avoid sexual interaction with 
the partner. 

2. The spouse should threaten to interrupt the 
sexual intercourse. 

3. The spouse should help the partner so that they 
Will reach the climax together. 

4. Each spouse should continue at his o'W!l rate to 
avoid becoming frustrated. 

70. Which of the following should be applied to the role of 
sex for a satisfying marital interaction? 

1. The husband should arrive at a climax of sexual 
satisfaction sooner than his wife. 

2. It is impossible for the wife to arrive at a 
climax of sexual satisfaction simultaneously 
with her husband. 

3. The spouses should try to arrive simultaneously 
at a climax of sexual satisfaction. 

4. The spouses cannot arrive simultaneously at a 
climax of sexual satisfaction. 

71. When one of the spouses feels sickened by sexual inter
course, what should the other partner do? 

1. Send the spouse to a doctor. 
2. Insist on performing sexual intercourse. 
3, Wait tor a time. 
!~. Discuss things calmly. 

72. When must the spouses abstain from sexual intercou1•se? 

1. During the normal menstrual flow. 
2. During the time ot penance. 
3. During the time of an individual proinise. 
4. During the last few weeks of pregnancy. 
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' PART V 

73. The picture represents a married couple in their home. 
Outside their home, each has his own sweetheart. 

What would be the best inference from the picture? 

1. The spouses have a high concept of liberty. 
2. The spouses have their own ethics. 
3. The spouses are adulterous. 
4, The spouses have a high level of mutual 

understanding. 
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74. The picture represents the collision of two trucks. 
They collided because each driver tried to defend his 
freedom without respecting the other. As a result both 
died. 

Applied to husband and wife who stress the concept of 
freedom over mutual respect, what should be the best 
in.f erence from the picture? 

1. Spouses limit their rights after getting married. 
2. A wife's rights should be directed by her hus

band. 
3_. Both spouses destroy themselves when they do 

not recoenize their mutual rights. 
4. In married li.fe the husband has mo1•e rights than 

the wife. 
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75. The picture represents three family scenes. From left 
to right the first one represents a female cod which laid 
hundreds and hundreds of eggs that hatch and develop 
naturally without parent's intervention; the second one 
represents male and female hands holding a child; and 
the third one represents of tspring which need the 
mother's warmth and father's action to survive. 

Applied to family life, which would be the best inference 
from the picture? 

1. A mother is usually very warm with ch:tldren. 
2. A father worka to get food tor hia rmnlly. 
3. The development of family life is determined by 

children's needs. 
4. Both rather and mother love children. 
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76. Which of the following would you consider as the most 
basic needs to motivate the married state? 

1. Sex and money. 
2. Sex and home. 
3. Sex and children. 
4. Sex and security. 

77. Which of the following do you consider to be the role of 
economics in a successful :married life? 

1. The economic aspect is very important in 
marriage. 

2. Marriage should not be attempted for security. 
3. The economic function is more important for city 

marriages than for rural marriages. 
4. Marital happiness depends upon the increase ot 

income. 

78. On what should a stable marital interaction satisfying 
both husband and wife be built? 

1. The partner who has the better educational back
grolllld and emotional stability. 

2. The husband's ability to overcome his wife's 
feelings of hostility by gentleness. 

3. The ability of the spouses to develop their own 
individuality to serve in their marriage life. 

l.i.. The ability of the spouses to make each depen
dent on the other. 

79. On what should a stable marital interaction satisfying 
both husband and wife be built. 

1. The responsibility of a loyal and intelligent 
husband. 

2. The individual responsibility of the spouses. 
3. The responsibility of a warm and skillful wife. 
4, The good advice of parents. 

80. On what should a stable marital interaction satisfying 
both husband and wife be built? 

1. The ability of the counselor to make the spouses 
responsible persons. 

2. The ability ot the wi.t'e to persuade her husband 
to be a responsibla father. 

3. The ability of the spouses to meet marriage 
obligations. 

4. The ability of the husband to meet an obligation. 
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~ich ot the following would you conoider to be the 
best indication ot a stable and satistying marriage? 

1. The physical appearance of the spouses. 
2. The moral principles of the spouses. 
3. The degree ot acceptance ot the spouses. 
4. The social attitudes ot the spouses. 

82. On what ability ot the spouses should a stable marital 
interaction satistying both husband and wite be built? 

1. Thinking ot what is conducive to happiness in 
marriage. 

173 

2. conforming to the expectation of the social melieu 
3. Respecting the customs and traditions of their 

parents. 
4. Acting constructively and independently from out

side pressures. 

83. Which of the following would you apply to the husband 
striving for a satisfying marital relationship? 

1. Has an irresistible influence over his wife. 
2. Works hard to give his wife economic security. 
3. Knows the way to force his wite to work outside 

the homs.. 
4. Constantly requests his wife to work outside the 

home. 

84. Which of the following related to economics is most im
portant in a successful marital interaction? 

1. Each spouse should separately administer what he 
produces. 

2. The husband should have the administration of 
both incomes. 

3. The spouses should administer the marriage in
comes unitedly and wisely. 

4. The wife seems to be less capable than the hus
band in administering family income. 

85. concerning the marriage duties, which ot the following 
should the spouses consider in striving tor a satistying 
marital interaction? 

1. Performing them without dist\dtbing the partner. 
2. Performing them in agreement with the partner. 
3. Performing them without being disturbed by the 

partner. 
4. Performing them alone. 



86. Which of the following do you teal is important in im
proving connnunioation between husband and wife? 

1. Spouses should agree to avoid any unpleasant 
situation. 

2. Spouses should taoe trouble and attempt to solve 
it together. 

3. The husband should always know the solution to a 
marital problem. 

4. The wife should personally explain to her hus
band his mistakes. 

87. Which ot the following should the spouses consider to be 
the role of oonmunioation in a successful marital rela
tionship? 

1. To examine onself and strive tor his or her own 
perfection. 

2. To separate when their behavior is inappropriate. 
3. To search for mutual values to which they can 

commit themselves. 
4. To have a very clear concept ot their duties. 

88. For which of the following should the spouses strive in 
order to have a satisfying married life? 

l. To arrive at a highly intellectual understand-
ing between themselves. 

2. To arrive at a high concept of love. 
3. To arrive at high concepts ot marital virtues. 
4. To engage in mutually-fulfilling experiences. 

174 



r 
PART VI 

-------

89. This picture represents a quarrel between husband and 
wife over their daughter. The girl was told by her 
mother not to do what she attempted. The girl then, 
appealedto her father, who yielded to he-r request. 
This caused a quarrel between the mother and father. 

What should be the best inference from the picture? 

1. A mother should correct children with the 
permission of the father. 

2. The mother feels upset with her daughter and 
husband. 

3. Father and mother should work together in 
rearing their children. 

4. This father made use of his natural right to 
please his daughter. 
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90. In what way should a mother-child relationship help the 
child? 

l. In developing positive attitudes toward the 
world. 

2. In preparing to fight against the corrupted 
world. 

3. In recognizing the mother as the only trust
worthy person. 

4. In separating himself from the dangerous world. 

91. Which of the following would you as a parent stress to 
your children? 

l. To act grown-up. 
2. To be superior. 
3. To be better than others. 
4. To be trustworthy persons. 

92. Which of the following do you regard as the spouses' 
function in rearing their children? 

1. The mother should relegate her duties to profes
sional pers ens. 

2. The father should play the most important role 
in the education ot his children. 

3. The spouses, especially when both ot them are 
working, should not spend too much time in rear
ing the children. 

4. The spouses should be professionally assisted in 
the education of their childrED. 

93. Which of the following should a parent say to the child 
who complains that the teacher spanked him? 

l. "You deserved it." 
2. "Forget it." 
3. "I am very sorry this happened to you." 
4. "Talk to your tather." 

94. · Which of the following would you s g;y to motivate your 
child's responsibility and independence? 

l. "This is ex'aotly what you have to do." 
2. "You are no credit to your family." 
). 11 .Do not pay attention to anything." 
4. "Sometimes one has to taoe unpleasant things." 
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95. Which ot the following would you say in disciplining 
your child? 

1. "If you do this again, I will be more severe." 
2. ''Walls 8.?'e not tor drawing, paper is. Here is 

a sheet of paper." 
3. "You are too young to understand older people's 

conversation. Go away." 
4. "I spanked you because your mother told me you 

deserve it. ii 

96. Which ot the following would you say in structuring your 
child's behavior? 

1. "There are things that have to be done. 11 

2. "I promise to take you to the zoo." 
3. "You are too old to be so stupid." 
4. 11 If you do not do that, I will get you a bicycle." 

97. Which of the following. would you use in regard to your 
child's attempts to accomplish a task? · 

1. Praise him accordingly as he seems to need 
praise. 

2. Praise him according to his ettorts and accom
plishments. 

3. Never praise him excessively. 
4. Always praise him. 

98. Which of the following would you tell your child to 
answer his curiosity about the human body? 

1. "In the bathroom I like to be alone." 
2. 11You want to see your parent's naked body to 

satiety your curiosity." 
3. "You want to invade my privacy." 
4. "You may explore my body as you wish." 

99. When children ask questions about sex. 

1. The mother should answer the girls' questions. 
2. The father should answer the boys' questions. 
3. Both mother and father should avoid the chil

dren's s~x questions. 
4. Both should be ready to answer the questions of 

any ot their children. 
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100. Which ot the following would you describe as the be-

ginning ot children's sexual awakening? 

1. Puberty. 
2. Early childhood. 
3. Adolescence. 
4. Early adulthood. 

101. In your opinion upon which ot the tollowing should the 
children's sex education tirst attempt to focus? 

1. Purity and chastity. 
2. The anatomy and hygiene of the genitals. 
3. Sexual attitudes. 
4. Guidance in coping with one's emotions. 

102. In your opinion what should children's sex education be? 

1. A responsibility· ot the school. 
2. A pictorial representation ot sexual atf airs. 
3. Occasional information to answer children's 

questions about sex. 
4. A systematic process from childhood through 

college. 

103. In your opinion which ot the following is a good time 
to begin sex education. 

1. In early childhood. 
2. When the child reaches puberty. 
3. One year before puberty. 
4. When the child reaches adolescence. 

104. Which of the following account tor juvenile delinqu$ncy? 

1. Parents do not discipline their children. 
2 •. Parents are too warm and protective. 
3. Broken homes are an important factor. 
4. Juvenile delinquency is inherited. 
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'r-F INS'rIWMENT ( 'r. F. I. ) 

Carlos A. Plazas 
School Psychologist 
Illinois Certificate 887313 

INSTRUCTIONS: Mark with a + the statement you think is truth

ful, and with a - the one you think is false. 

--- 1. Spouses should not solve their quarrels by them-

selves but through the parents. 

--- 2. Spouses should deal with marital affairs separately. 

3. Spouses' consideration for each other does not seem 

to be ne.cessary in marriage. 

--- 4, The spouse who does not love himself is in better 

condition to love the partner, than the one who does. 

5. The spouses' respect for each other is superficial 

in marital relationship. 

6. vfuat marital love needs is that spo<.rnes live in a 

good neighborhood rather than to dedicate them-

selves to each other. 

7. Talking frankly with each other seems to harm 

spouses' relationship. 

8. \fhen a spouse is convinced that a certA.in thing ls 

very conducive to a happy married life, he should 
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insist on tbe matter·, without discussing its value 

with the other partner. 

9. Adaptability to changing needs seems to be detrimen-

tal to the development of a stable marriage. 

--- 10. Spouses should not be cone erned in inc1~easing per-

sonal esteem for each other. 

11. To criticize the partner indiscriminately seems to 

be useful in building a healthy marital relation-

ship. 

~-- 12. Spouses' service to each other seems to be contrary 

to the concept of love. 

13. Giving themselves to each other is good for roman

tic spouses, but not for a successful married life. 

14. Spouses should always share happiness, never sorrow. 

_____ 15. Their contribution to society and not marriage 

should be the most important part of spouses' life. 

--- 16. Adequate sexual satisfaction is more important for 
' a successful marriage than identification of one 

' I 

i 
I 
f 
I 
I 
I 
l 

I 
l 

______ s_p_o_u_s_e_w~th t_h_e_o_t_h-er-·--·------·------J 
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17. The greater the spouses 1 degree of sophi sticrition 

the better the prediction for a successful marr>iage. 

18. Spouse's attention to rumors about the partner may 

be a substitute for talking to tihe partner. 

19. When a marital conflict js beginning, spouses 1 

superficial judgments provide an adequate solution. 

20. Marital success seems to depend more upon spouses' 

general common sense than on their capabi1 j ty to 

make a realistic evaluation of the factors that may 

interfere with marital happiness. 

21. Hari tal success seems to depend more upon spouses' 

intellieence than upon honesty with each other. 

22. A husband's romantic fervor for his wife seems to 

help her perceive a more realistic view of married 

life. 

23. Marital success seems to depend more upon spouses 1 

control of feelings of jealousy than upon their 

capnci ty to develop mature bases to trust each other. 

24. Marital communication should follow loeical reason

ing rather than the understanding of spouses' views. 



---
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25. It is not convenient for spouses to establish frank 

communication without partial reservations, 

26. Sex in married life have no other dimensions thri.n 

the biological aspects. 

27. Sexual intercourse provides spouses sexual satis

faction only. 

28. Sexual intercourse does not seem to be a means to 

promote emotional closeness between spouses. 

29. Nudity between husband and wife is a product of 

corrupted morals. 

30. Spouses' personal satisfaction should be preferred 

to the martial demands in the development of any 

ability. 

31. The approval of society should be the main concern 

of the spouses. 

32. Spouses should pre.fer the values of family tradi

tions to the contributions of science. 

33. Equality can not be applied in married life. 

3t~. A husband's attitude of superiority seems to be 

more useful to a successful marital relationship 

than the recognition of spouses' worth. 
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35'. 'fhe responsibility fo:r.• a successful marriar;e should 

be 1 ef t to the mont capahJ e pnrtne1·. 

36. The complexity of modern life makes it impossible 

for spouses to be concerned about the partner. 

37. '11he husband should play a more responsible role 

than the wife in regard to domes tic economy. 

38, In conflictine circumstances the spouse should give 

priority to relatives or friends rather than to the 

partner. 

39. The wife should not have any interest outside the 

home. 

40, A habitual response to fair desires between spouses 

decreases the dynamism of marital relationship, 

l-1-l. Spouses should constantly blame each other for 

failing to achieve married goals. 

42. Sexual interaction in married life should emphas:i.ze 

the fulfillment of the husband's right. 

43, To develop adequate sexual attitudes toward the 

partner seems, to be an unattainable goal. 



---

---

---

---

---

---

)~~. Since the sexual drive is st.:ronger 1n men than in 

women, a husband should be sexually satisfied at 

the expense of his wife. 

45. Only the spouse who is faster has the right to 

reach the climax of sexual excitement. 

46. It is impossible for the wife to arrive at a climax 

of sexual satisfaction simultaneously with her hus-

band. 

47. Sex difficulties should not be discussed between 

spouses, but between the spouse and the doc tor. 

48. A spouse should have the right to expect that the 

partner will satisfy him sexually in spite of any 

adverse psychosomatic condition. 

49. It is permissible for the husband to be disloyal 

in the absence of the wife. 

50. The wife should be under the supervision of the 

husband in the exercise of her rights. 

51. The development of family life is not determined by 

children's needs. 

52. The needs of sex and security play an accidental 

role in marriage. 

184. 
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53. The success of domestic economy depends only upon 

the husband's ability to earn a good salary. 

54. When one of the spouses has better educational 

background than the other, it is not possible for 

spouses to develop an individuality compatible with 

the demands of married lite. 

55. Marriage should be uniquely built upon the responsi

bility of a loyal and intelligent husband. 

56. A wife should not make any important decision with-

our her parents' approval. 

57. Mutual acceptance of spouses seems to depend mostly 

upon the influences of external pressures. 

58. The spouses' capability to think and act by them-

.selves plays a secondary role in marital success. 

59. Economic security in married life depends upon the 

ability of the spouse to pressure the partner to 

earn money at any cost. 

60. The wife seems to be less clever than the husband 

in administering the incomes. 

61. Concurrent performance ot marital duties appears to 

be in opposition with the individual freedom of 

t spouses. i 
a..l------~·~---,~-.-...--~,-------~~-~-.>11e.-~_.,,.'l~-•-~-•r•,;o~,....J 
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62. In ideal communication, husband and wife should 

avoid facing any unpleasant situation and trouble. 

63, Marital duties do not seem to have values to which 

spouses can commit themselves. 

64. Married lite appears to be unable to provide spouses 

the means ot engaging themselves in mutually ful

filling experiences. 
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TABLE 18 

DISTRIBUTION OF SUBJECTS ACCORDING TO AGE, 
AMOUNT OF SCHOOLING, INCOME, YEARS OF 

MARRIAGE AND NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

School Years of Number of 
Age Years Income Marriage Children 

54 . . * G:rd.Scl. 1 14-19,000 31 2 

54 * Collg. 4 15-19;000 32 4 
54 coilg. 4 15-19,000 35 3 

45 Grd.Sol • .3 10-14,000 14 4 

51 Collg. 4 20-24,000 24 3 

45 * H. S. 4 15-199000 19 2 

45 Grd.sci.4 10-14,000 23 3 

48 Col lg. 1 25-29;000 25 3 

52 H.S. 4 25-29;000 28 2 

46 Grd. Sci. 2 15-19,000 25 3 

49 Coliege 1 15-19,000 25 3 

56 Grq. Sol. l 20-24,000 24 3 

52 H.S. 4 10-14,000 25 2 

52 Col lg. 4 20-24,000 30 5 

53 Grd. Scl.l 25-29,000 31 3 

54 Col lg. 2 15-19,000 35 3 

49 Collg. 4 15-19,000 27 3 

54 Col lg. 1 l.5-i9,000 29 3 

--~·-~·'IJ'.llll--... ~~..,~ ~~~:ii' 
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TABLE 18 -- Oontinu~d 

School Years ot Number ot 
Age Years Income Ma:r:riage Children 

51 H.S. 4 10-J.4,000 30 5 

45 Collg.3~ 15-19,000 22 3 

45 Collg. 2 10-14,000 17 2 

48 Grd.Scl.l 15-19,000 16 3 

46 Oollg. 4 15-19,000 2:J, 5 

47 H.S. 4 15-19,000 24 l 

45 Collg. 4 25-29,000 20 3 

46 Col lg, 4 5-9,000 18 .3 

49 Collg. 4 15-19,000 23 2 

45 Col lg. 4 20-24,000 i5 .3 

49 Collg. 4 45,000-over 24 3 

54 Collg. 4 20 ... 24,000 31 5 

54 H.S. 4 5 .. 9,000 27 2 

45 Col lg. 4 20-24,000 20 3 

x 1582 488 790 97 

- 49.37 15.25 24.69 3.03 x 

·H· Grd.Schl. = Graduate School 

*collg. = College 

* H. S. = High School 
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TABLE 21 

DISTRIBUTION OF SUBJECTS ACCORDING TO 
SCORF.S ON THE MST AND THE TFI 

Couple 
Number Husbands Wives 

MST TFI MST TFI 

l 52 64 49 58 
2 51 64 47 55 

3 48 64 53 64 

4 53 64 53 64 

5 44 64 48 51 
6 51 58 53 58 

7 60 59 61 60 

8 51 61 41 64 

9 48 60 46 54 

10 51 60 55 62 

11 47 61 45 62 

12 56 63 56 64 

13 48 62 52 64 

14 54 64 54 64 

15 53 59 55 64 
16 59 59 56 61 

17 58 64 59 64 

18 50 64 50 64 
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TABI.E 21 -- Continued I 

Couple 
Number Husbands Wives 

MST TFI MST TFI 

19 42 61 53 64 

20 50 64 49 61 

21 53 56 49 62 

22 56 58 53 63 

23 44 60 55 61 

24 52 60 54 58 

25 55 56 57 59 

26 52 63 49 55 

27 58 64 47 59 
28 55 64 53 64 

29 52 60 56 62 

30 52 64 54 57 

31 47 58 44 52 

32 52 61 53 62 

N.)2 ~ = 1654 ~ = 1963 ~ = 1659 £ = 1942 

M = 52.0 M = 61.0 M - 52.0 M = 61.0 

(j"" = 4. 26 (J = 2.57 (J = 4.42 (j = 3.44 
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TABLE 28 
I 

Q SORT DISTRIBUTION OP 10 JUDGES' OPINIONS 
ABOUT 64 PROPOSITIONS WHICH PRF.SUMABLY 

MEASURED LOVE, TRUTH, JUSTICE, AND FREEDOM 

No. Pr. Fi-. Rev. Mrs. Mr. Mrs. Rev. Mrs. 
Prop~ Reyes Rice Cook Cook Cavanie~ Gross Sills Sills 

25 10 8 10 10 10 9 10 . 10 

26 8 10 9 8 10 B 10 7 

27 9 io 10 10 io 10 10 10 

28 9 10 8 6 10 9 10 J.O 

29 10 10 9 9 10 10 10 10 

30 8 9 1 5 lO 10 6 10 

31 9 8 lQ 9 10 5 10 10 

32 10 10 10 10 :\.0 10 10 10 

33 8 10 8 6 :io 8 4 10 

34 8 10 10 9 :\.0 10 2 1 

35 9 10 9 8 10 10 2 1 

36 10 10 9 9 +o :J.O 10 10 

37 9 9 10 10 10 7 10 10 

38 8 9 8 10 10 4 5 9 

39 9 7 1 6 lO 9 10 lO 

40 8 7 9 8 10 10 7 10 

41 5 9 7 8 B lO 10 :in 

42 9 6 7 7 10 9 6 5 

10 10 8 9 10 10 8 10 _ .... .,._ - •,,;--~-
._arm..-i-WV~-



TABLE 28 -- Continued 

No. F:r. Fr. R~v. Mrs. Mr. Mrs. Rev. Mrs. 
Prop. Reyes Rice Cook Cook Cavenier Gross Sills ::Jills 

44 10 10 9 1 8 10 10 10 

45 10 lQ 10 10 10 10 10 10 

46 8 9 8 8 10 9 2 10 

47 8 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 

48 10 10 10 9 10 10 10 10 

49 10 lQ 10 9 10 10 10 10 

so 1 lQ 8 5 5 5 10 10 

51 9 1 9 5 :J.O 6 10 10 

52 9 1 10 8 10 7 10 10 

53 7 7 8 6 10 0 8 10 

54 8 8 9 a 8 9 8 10 

55 6 9 7 6 5 7 10 10 

56 8 9 7 "" 10 4 6 7 :> 

57 10 10 9 9 10 10 10 10 

58 7 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 

59 9 10 10 io 5 10 10 10 

60 6 10 ,8 9 10 7 10 10 

61 9 5 7 7 10 9 3 1 

62 6 10 10 8 10 lO 9 10 

63 10 10 10 9 10 9 6 9 

~M9.ll&"-·~WW.-



TABLE 28 ·- Continued 

No. Fr. Fr. Rev. Mrs. Mr. Mrs. Rev. Mrs. 
Prop. Reyes Rice Cook Cook Cavanier Gross Sills Sills 

64 1 10 9 9 10 10 9 10 

65 8 10 9 lO 10 10 10 9 

66 9 10 lQ 8 10 10 10 10 

67 8 10 8 8 10 5 10 10 

68 10 10 9 9 8 10 10 10 

69 10 10 9 9 10 10 10 8 

70 9 5 ~ 8 10 9 10 10 

71 8 10 10 10 10 8 10 10 

72 9 10 9 9 10 0 10 10 

73 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 

74 9 10 9 9 5 io 10 10 

75 9 10 9 9 10 8 10 10 

76 8 10 10 9 8 9 10 9 

77 7 10. 10 9 10 9 10 7 

78 9 10 8 9 5 9 6 10 

79 8 10 9 10 10 10 10 10 

80 9 10 9 9 10 9 10 10 

81 9 10 io 10 +o 8 7 10 

82 8 10 10 10 10 9 10 lO 
I 

10 10 83 8 10 9 9 10 1 

I 84 9 6 9 10 10 8 5 1 
--.!"--~~,,.._ ..... ~....,... ......... ~ - ___ ...._ 

--l 
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TABLE 28 -- Continued 

No .. Fr. Fr. Rev. 
Prop. Reyes Rice Cook 

85 8 10 8 

86 9 10 8 

87 8 10 8 

88 8 10 10 

N = 64 M 

~x2 
c- x 

ftT2t 

~pq 

rtt 

Mrs. Mr. Mrs. 
Cook Cavanier Gross 

10 10 10 

9 5 10 

10 8 6 

10 10 3 

= 70.89 

= 297~ 
= 6,813 

= 46,42 

= 6.0l 

= .89 

Rev. 
Sills 

10 

10 

7 

7 

i95 I 

Mrs. 
Sills 

10 

10 

10 

10 

f 

I 
........ ----------~~....-·,,;r;.--.~··~~~ ... ..,.._.,,..._ _________ 1 
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TABLE 29 I 
I 

ITEM SCORE MATRIX FOR 64 Ss ON TFI I 
Items No. Passing Item pq 

1 64 .oo 
2 62 .03 

3 63 .02 

4 53 .14 

5 64 .00 

6 64 .oo 

7 62 .03 

8 64 .oo 

9 64 .oo 
10 62 .03 

11 63 .02 

12 64 .oo 
13 64 . 00 

14 63 .02 

15 63 .02 

16 63 .02 

17 61 .05 
18 50 .17 

19 63 .02 

20 44 . 21 
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TABLE 29 -- Continued 

Items No. Passing Item pq 

21 62 .03 

22 53 .14 

23 64 .oo 

24 63 .02 

25 51 .16 

26 63 .02 

27 64 .oo 
28 64 .oo 

29 63 .02 

30 55 .12 

31 63 .02 

32 44 .21 

33 58 . 08 

34 61 .05 

35 60 • 06 

36 63 .02 

37 56 .11 

38 64 .oo 

39 64 .oo 

40 55 .12 
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I TABLE 29 -- Continued 

Items No. Passing Item pq 

41 63 .02 

42 63 .02 

43 63 .02 

44 64 .oo 

45 64 .oo 

46 63 .02 

47. 63 • 02 

48 61 .05 

49 64 .oo 

50 60 .06 

51 58 .08 

52 64 .oo 

53 61 .o5 

54 62 .03 

55 56 .11 

56 64 .oo 

57 64 .oo 

58 59 .01 

59 64 .oo 

60 62 .03 

61 63 .02 



TABLE 29 _ .. Continued 

Items No~ Passing Itet11 pq 

62 63 .02 

63 64 • 00 

64 64 .oo 

N = 64 ~p1qi = 2.58 

~c-2t = 9.2 

!'tf; - ,73 
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TABLE 3~ 

ITm-1 SCORE MATRIX FOR 64 Ss ON MST, 
IN 25 PER CENT CONTRASTING 

CRITFlUON GROUPS 

Items u M L Dif ticulty Discrimination 
(18) (28) (18) U + M + L U - L P9 

25 17 27 14 58 3 .08 

26 12 24 13 49 -1 .18 

21 11 18 9 38 2 .24 
28 17 21 6 44 11 .21 

29 18 28 12 58 6 .oa 
30 18 28 15 61 3 .05 

31 18 27 18 63 0 .02 

32 17 25 16 58 1 .08 

33 18 27 18 63 0 .02 

34 18 25 13 56 5 .• 11 

35 16 9 11 36 5 ... 25 

36 13 20 9 42 4 . 22 

37 18 26 14 58 4 .08 

.38 16 11 11 38 5 . 24 

39 18 27 17 62 1 .03 

40 15 23 7 45 8 .21 

41 18 28 16 62 2 .03 

42 18 28 15 61 3 .05 

43 18 26 16 60 2 .06 
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Table 30 -- Continued I 

Items u M L Difficulty Discrimination 
(18) (28) {.18) + M + L U - L P9 

44 15 20 8 43 7 .22 

45 17 23 13 53 4 .J.4 

46 15 14 6 35 9 .25 

47 18 28 15 61 3 .05 

48 18 21 13 52 5 .15 

49 11 9 5 25 6 .24 

50 18 27 15 60 3 .06 

51 16 20 13 49 ) .18 

52 18 28 18 64 0 .oo 

53 18 27 16 61 2 .05 

I 54 14 24 13 51 1 .16 

55 15 18 10 43 5 .22 

56 14 27 8 49 6 .18 

57 18 28 17 63 1 .02 

58 17 22 16 55 1 .11 

59 18 28 17 63 1 .02 

60 15 18 13, 46 2 . 20 

61 16 23 14 53 2 .14 

62 18 28 13 59 5 .07 

63 18 27 16 61 2 .05 

l.---.----.-.,--·------~ 
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Table 30 -- Continued 

Items u M L Ditticulty Discrimination 
(18) (28) (18) U + M + L U - L P9 

64 18 28 14 60 4 .06 

65 9 17 9 35 0 .25 
66 17 26 12 55 , .12 

67 11 19 . 11 41 0 .23 

68 18 28 13 59 5 .07 

69 17 22 16 55 1 .12 

70 18 28 17 63 l .02 

71 12 17 9 38 3 .24 
72 17 23 12 52 5 .15 

73 12 21 12 45 0 .21 

74 17 24 1.5 .56 2 .11 

75 13 16 7 36 6 ... 25 

76 14 3· 5 22 9 .22 

77 16 15 1 38 9 .24 

78 16 27 16 59 0 .07 

79 18 27 18 63 0 .02 

80 18 21 18' 63 0 .02 

81 14 15 10 39 4 .24 
82 8 17 12 37 -4 .24 
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Table 30 -- Continued 

Items u M L Ditficulty Discrimination 
(18) (28) (18) U + M + L U - L P9 

83 l4 23 15 5.2 -1 .15 

84 18 28 18 64 0 .oo 

85 13 26 17 56 -4 .11 

86 18 28 18 64 0 .oo 

87 18 26 15 59 3 .01 

88 16 23 12 51 4 .16 

N = 64 ~ P1<11 = 8.J.4 

C-2t = 19.0 

0-t = 4.36 

rtt = .58 
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26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

.31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 
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TABLE 31 

NET NUMBlm OF CORR:OOT DISCRlMINATIONS OP THE MST 
BASED ON THE SCORES OF 64 MARRIED Ss IN 

25 PER CENT CONTRASTING 
~ CRITERION GROUPS. 

Correct NUillber of 
Responses Discriminations 

Index ot 
Net Discrimi-

High Low Co:rrect Incorrect Correct nations 
( l ) (18) 

17 14 68 14 54 ,54 

12 13 60 78 -18 -.18 

11 9 99 63 36 .36 

17 6 204 6' 198 1.98 

18 12 108 0 108 1.08 

18 15 54 0 54 .54 
18 18 0 0 0 .oo 
17 16 34 16 18 .18 

18 18 0 0 0 .oo 
18 13 108 0 108 1.08 

16 11 112 22 90 .90 

13 9 117 45 72 .12 

18 14 72 . 0 72 • 72 

16 11 112' 22 90 .90 

18 17 18 0 18 .18 

15 7 165 21 144 1.44 
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TABLE 31 -- Continued 

Items. Correot Number ot 
Responses Discriminations Index ot 

Net Discrimi-

Yi~~ lfi~> Correct Incorrect Correct nations 

41 18 16 . 36 0 36 .36 

42 18 15 54 0 54 .54 

43 18 16 36 0 36 .36 

44 15 8 150 24 126 1.26 

45 17 13 85 13 72 .72 

46 15 6 180 18 162 1.62 

47 18 15 54 0 54 .54 

46 18 13 90 0 90 .90 

49 11 5 143 35 108 1.08 

50 18 15 54 0 54 .54 

51 16 13 80 26 54 .54 

52 18 18 0 0 0 .oo 

53 18 16 36 0 36 .36 

54 14 13 70 52 18 .18 

55 15 10 120 30 90 .90 

56 14 8 140· 32 108 1.08 

57 18 17 18 0 18 .18 

58 17 16 34 16 18 .18 

59 18 17 18 0 18 .18 



TABLE )l - Continued 

~ 

Items Correct Number ot 
. Responses Discriminations Index ot. 

Net Discrimi-

™f c~r Correct Incorrect Correct nations 
~ 

60 15 13 75 39 36 .36 

61 16 14 64 28 36 .36 

62 18 13 90 0 90 .90 

63 18 16 36 o· 36 .36 

64 18 14 72 0 72 .12 

65 9 9 81 81 0 .oo 

66 17 12 102 12 90 .90 

67 11 11 77 77 0 .oo 
68 18 13 90 0 90 .90 

69 17 16 34 16 18 .18 

70 18 17 18 0 18 .18 

71 12 9 108 54 54 .54 '· 

72 17 12 102 12 90 .90 

73 12 12 72 72 0 .oo 

74 17 15 51 15 36 .36 . 

75 13 7 ,143 35 108 1.08 

76 14 5 182 20 162 1.62 

77 16 7 176 14 162 1.62 

78 16 16 32 32 0 .oo 
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TABLE 31 - Continued 

Items COI'reot Number ot 
Besnonses Discriminations Index ot 

Net Discrimi-

~i§~ Low correct Incorrect Correct nations 
(18) 

79 18 18 0 0 0 .oo 

80 18 18 0 0 0 .oo 

81 14 10 112 40 72 .12 

82 8 12 48 120 -72 -.12 

83 14 15 42 60 -18 -.18 

84 18 18 0 0 0 .oo 

85 13 17 13 8.5 -72 -.12 

86 18 18 0 0 0 .oo 

87 18 15 54 0 54 .54 

88 16 12 96 24 72 .72 
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