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CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS: P. COL. INV. 316*

P. Col. Inv. 316 11.5x 23.4 cm. I cent. A.D.
(7 Alexandria

The papyrus is a medium buff color. Almost complete, the page misses its lower
right corner (approximately 7 x 3.5 cm. along the margins), and grows increasingly worn
and gappy towards the bottom edge. It was folded twice vertically about 4 cm. in from the
margins: the righthand fold is particularly worn. No horizontal fold is evident.

The papyrus is written along the fibers on both sides, having been rotated 90° for
the address on the back. The front looks neat and professional. The top margin measures
2 cm., the left .5 cm. and the right 1 cm.; continuation-strokes keep the right margin
regular in short lines. In the first line more than in the body of the text, the characters are
neatly spaced, the words divided, and the names capitalized.

The first hand is a fairly regular, somewhat angular cursive; similar hands appear
throughout the first century (e.g. P.Lond. 277 of A.D. 23 [Atlas II pl. 13], 140 of 69-79
[Atlas II pl. 21], 897 of 84 [Atlas III pl. 27], 142 of 95 [Atlas II pl. 43]). Otherwise,
termini are furnished by the correspondents' Latin names and the reference to the idios
logos, which ceased to function during the reign of Septimius Severus (193-211).

Longus writes with urgency and tantalizing vagueness about business matters
obviously familiar to his correspondent, but which he did not want to be more widely
known. The identity of the "thirty items" he intends to buy is the letter's great puzzle. Itis
the first document to evidence a precautionary approach to the idios logos. Longus'
vocabulary, and a few rhetorical flourishes, deserve notice also.

* P. Col. Inv. 316 is part of the papyrus collection of the Rare Book and Manuscript Library of the
Columbia University Libraries, and is published with permission. This edition was originally prepared in
connection with a seminar conducted by Roger S. Bagnall, from whose comments it has greatly and
gratefully benefited. Ialso thank Susan L. Stephens for her comments.
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FRONT
Adbvyoc TovAi 1@ mazpl
xaipew.
ph &pedfcne pot 81 ob &v ebpnc ypd-
4 yat Ti cot Sokel mepl @V TpLdKOV-
ta. énet por &€ od xaténdhev[c]a
REURTNV TOOTNY O TAThP me-
piL aOTAV EMICTOARV pot YpayeL Kol
8 opyilopevoc xoi péAdo avTd &yo-
paew, émyvacn; .e[i]ré por
v’ ob &&v 86vn, pévov undeic yer-
vaxckéto 0 motelc, €l i BoPiiodn-
12 xn covypnuatifer xai xoba-
p& &t ard drobixme kol Gnd
i3iov Adyov, xai taxéwc plol ypdyov.
ropaxad® 3¢ ce nepl np[aeldv pov &
16 cot évtétadpor un aper[eiv]. kol Té xTi-
v ui Gpyeito Tva bro . [ . ] . @ ad[Ar]
{écBo ph Bapuvopeva [. ] . ocl. ] .
Aewov komodcOor x[. .] . Oul.]v mel.] .
20 ctpopdtev va c[. Jud[.] . [. .] dcr[d-]
Cov Awwyévnv xat [ ] . . A [] .ou[.]v
Aav xai Kdpwv v petailpa] xai thy
cOpPiov cov. xoi [ne]Aérm pou nefp]i
24 1@V TpIaKOVTIC pot Ypag[et]v.
o]

......

Na}dlve ]

BACK
2nd. h. TovAiwt Eipaviv[e] eic Ohadedgiav
3rd. h.  Advyov [ ]

6. £ of mepunnv corr. 10. 1. yi-. 13. HmoBnknc. 16. x of xt- corr. 21. 1. Awoyévnv. 22. 1. untépa.
24. pou 1.cor ? 28.1. "Hpaveiv-.
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"Longus to Julius his father, greetings. Please do not neglect to write me,

through anyone you may find, what you decide about the thirty items. Since, from when I
sailed downriver, this is the fifth letter my father will be writing me about them, and he is
growing angry, and I am going to buy them, will you make up your mind? Tell me
through anyone you can—only don't let anyone find out what you're doing—if the
registry is issuing the deed and the items are clear of mortgage and of idios logos. And
write me quickly. I beseech you, concerning my affairs don't neglect what I have
instructed you. Also the animals: don't let them be idle, so that ... let them be stabled if
they are not worn out ... Greet Diogenes and ... and mother Cyris and your wife. And
please be sure to write me about the thirty items. ... Keep well for a long time.
(Addressed) To Julius Heironinus, to Philadelphia, [from] Longus ..."

3.

6-9.

un: The initial downstroke of the p loops up into the following curve: a scribal
flourish like the capitals of Advyoc, TovAi@, Xaipewv, "Eppaco.

xkatérievca: If Longus "sailed downriver" with respect to Philadelphia,
whither he directs the letter, he could be in Alexandria.

It is likeliest that Longus addresses Julius as "father" only honorifically, and now
refers to his real father, who evidently dislikes the business of the thirty items. A
less populous solution would be to assume that Longus here addresses Julius in
the third person as sarcasm, possibly echoing language of Julius' previous letter.
"Cyris [in this case, my] mother and your wife" (lines 22-23) would then be a
huffily elevated style for one woman who is both. The hyperbaton stressing
néumnyv ta0ThVv breathes exasperation in any case.

dpyilépevoc must describe 0 rathp, or the second xai becomes meaningless.

péAAo might mean "I am delaying”, as in Classical tragedy: Longus' vocabulary
does embrace avA1{écOw and xonoDcBat, lines 17-19. But the sense is rare in
the papyri, and is not found with a complementary infinitive (P.Mich. 11.624.9,
P.Stras. 5.305.7). The future sense conforms better with future ypayel and
Emyvacn.

.einé: The syntax of both sentences seems complete as read, but the remains of
three apparently separate strokes are visible about the edge of a lacuna and under
magnification, the join of the € shows faint traces of ligature. The traces do not
suggest any compound of einelv.



10.

11-12.

13.

14.
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é&v: Though he correctly uses &v in the parallel clause of line 3, the scribe here
makes a confusion common in the papyri; cf. F. T. Gignac, A Grammar of the
Greek Papyri of the Roman and By:zantine Periods 1 (Milan 1976) 305.

el i BuPrioBixn covypnuatiler: The verb is used in the sense "issue appro-
priate documentation”, somewhat loosely of the registry itself rather than of its
officials (Wilcken's definition [Arch. Pap. 1(1901) 558] should be broadened
slightly with reference to e.g. P. Tebt. II 397.26, where quittance of a debt is at
issue, rather than authorization to sell or mortgage property). Longus' reference
suits the BiBA1oBixn éyxtioemv, which during the second half of the first
century A.D. was split off from the Bi1pAoBAxn dnpociov Adywv to assume
the oversight of private transactions in land and (perhaps only in exceptional
cases) slaves: for a full account, see H. J. Wolff, Das Recht der griechischen
Papyri Agyptens in der Zeit der Ptolemder und des Prinzipats 11 (Munich 1978)
222-55.

vroBnxmc: since hypothec granted the creditor only the right to proceed in rem
for the value of an unpaid debt, a debtor might in theory hypothecate the same
piece of property repeatedly for different debts, up to its full value. A clause to
prevent the exploitation of this capacity or the transfer of the hypothecated prop-
erty is found in many mortgage-loans (e.g. P. Oxy. XXXIV 2722.34-38, P.
Flor. 1.8f.; cf. discussion of P. Oxy. XIV 1634). Failing the registry's in-
volvement, an unwary purchaser might find not just an obligation on his new
property, but his entire purchase vitiated.

i8iov Adyov: For a full account, see P. R. Swarney, The Ptolemaic and Roman
Idios Logos (Toronto 1970). The BipA1o8Axn, hypothec and the idios logos
provide clues to the nature of Longus' "thirty items". If he does mean precisely
the B1fA10Bnxn éyxtnocewv, his letter would belong to the period when the id-
ios logos’ scope was expanding beyond land matters (Swarney 52 notes that
adespota within the idios logos’ authority were defined broadly; but that classifi-
cation would seem to exclude the possibility of a hypothec). But the antecedents
of the BipAoBAxm éyxticewv were BiBAioBfxar no less, so that the date
cannot be restricted in this way. There is abundant evidence for the
hypothecation of land, buildings and furniture, parts thereof or part-interests
therein during the Roman period (e.g. P. Oxy. III 486, 510; XXII 2349; XXXIV

2722; P. Mich. VI 428). Universal hypothecations appear late (e.g. P. Oxy.
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17-18.

19.

21.

22-23.

24.

25-217.

28.

JACQUELINE LONG

XVI 1890 [A.D. 508], 1891 [A.D. 495], LI 3641 [A.D. 544]). But a will of
A.D. 156, P. Oxy. III 494.19-21, does grant broad rights to sell or hypothecate
a £&v aipfital &g’ ... brapyxdviev xai copdtov, ie. possessions generally
and specifically slaves (cf. BGU II 567 i.24, 2nd cent.): even in the Roman
period hypothec could apply to a wider range of items than its use generally
suggests. Curious as it seems to count separately rather than refer to them
cumulatively, parcels of land (Longus' neuter plurals standing for e.g. £édagn)
would be the most broadly attested possibility for Longus' "thirty items". Slaves
cannot be excluded, however, and it is less odd for them to be treated as items. It
would be a large transaction in either case, making Longus' hope for secrecy

desperately optimistic.

adAMlécBm: A relatively rare word in the papyri, though common enough in lit-
erature; about half the a is visible, and part of a downstroke at a characteristic
angle for the v.

xomodcBat: A fairly rare word, but cf. P. Oxy. I 128.8 (6th-7th cent.!), an
official who wishes to retire because of ill health.

One or two names or relationships have been worn away from the typical roster
of salutations.

Kdpwv v petaipa xai thv coupiov cov: Either Cyris is the mother of
Diogenes and the rest, or cov applies to both nouns and she is Julius' mother (or
see on lines 6-9 above). The absence of a clarifying possessive is most unusual.
petaipa is remarkable against the general level of orthography in the letter, but
no other title of relationship can be read.

pot: The traces clearly indicate p rather than ¢, and I have translated an ethical
dative accordingly, but one might expect a dative of interest with peAéto.
Possibly a scribal blunder.

The last three lines of the letter begin part-way across the page, as if centered. No
traces show between the v at the end of 25 or the ¢ at the end of 26, and where
the papyrus breaks off.

Eipoviv[g]: From the prevalence e.g. at Karanis (e.g. P. Mich. VIII 465-6,
483-7, 498-500) of men for whom Julius is one of two or three names used, it
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seems likely that Heironinus is a second name here. But since no trace of the
case-ending remains, it could equally well be a patronymic genitive.

28. The rather spindly second hand addressing the letter is presumably Longus'.

29. Traces of 6-10 letters: the characters of the second hand are much narrower than
those of the third, which much resembles the first. It may indeed be the scribe's;
more likely Julius' or his secretary's, docketing the letter on receipt.

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY JACQUELINE LONG
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