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i a highly effective poelice organization and because: of the
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. the SS, both physically and psychologiqally, that we can"

INT3I0DUCTION

The Third Relch of Germany was born in revolution, It had

personalities involved and the international situation, the
Schéi%zstaffeln (3S) grew at a rapid rate and strove not only
to secure its positlonvin‘a new and viectorilous Germaﬁy, but
also to found its roots deep in German culture,

The SS was a huge organlzaéion whose power extended into
every aspect of German life, and this paper will show that
bgcauée of its size and prganization,'it controlled the State
machinery by the end of the war., To do this, thevvarlous
branches of the SS must be examined to see if its personnel

could keep'an accurate pulse and eye on the people; it nust be

deternined whether the NSDAP could offer any reststance,~whetherv§Av

the use of naked power for a seizure of the State's machinery

was feasible and who dr what organizations could effeétlvely

{ oppose the S3 if it wished to act in any field,. ‘
This paper will be descriptive to a_large:degree,”éf;iéésffffz"

until the conclusion, for it is only by seeing the extent of

~, .

realize its power,
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"ning, at least did not move against him. Hitler was also wor-

CHAPTER I
BEGINNINGS OF THE SS i

The SS grew out of the SA or Assault Sections headed by ‘
Ernst Rohm. Originally formed as squads of men who were to beat
up and terrorize political_bppdnents, Rohm saw the SA as it grewj
in strength, as the future Germap Army steepéd in’the Nationall ?
Socialist 1deology. To ‘Rohm and his lieutenants, the SA was a
trained manpowef reserve for the Relchswehrl and he often spoke
of someday absorbing the Reichswehr into the SA. Hitler howeveré
because of his precarious position, did not want to antagonize !

the Army who vwhile not giving him active support in the begin-

ried about the enormous size of the SA and 1ts continual grum-
blings. For him, the SA was merely a tool which he used in a ;
variety of ways and which also served as a rallying point for
lower class,'traditionalist Germans. The uniforﬁs, banners,
marches, etc. could all serve as points of reference in a chao-
tic world. At no time did Hitler envislion the SA as replacing

the Reichswehr.2 As tine went on, Hitler realized that the

15.W. Wheeler-Bennett, The Nemesis of Power; The German

&
5
I3
&
%

L R SRR R b

Arry in Politics, 1918-45 (London: MacMillan and Co., 1964),
P. 204, : _

o ————
2

2Tbid,, p. 203-k. | - S



2 . -y
§ unpredictable character of the SA and the ambitious Rohm were §
é negative factors in his dealings with the Reichswehr who saw the |
g SA as a threat.‘and’with the middle and upber-clésses who saw §'
E'the SA es hoodlums and street rabble. | é

To counter the SA, Hitler could not use the Army who never ,

the less was exerting pressure on Hitlgr to limit the SA. Hitler:
i
thus turned to the Schultzstaffeln (SS) under‘the direction of :

Himmler. Out‘of an organization of 280 men, Himmler had gradual-;

B O~ Y~ SO

ly built up an organization which numbered in the tens of thou-
sands. The purpose: of this: formation was to.create originally,

aﬁforganization.."...composed of the best physically, the most

; dependable, and the most faithfil men in the Nazi movement."3

! It 1s this organization which with the passive aid of the Army,
decapitated the leadership of the SA in the famous "Night of the !

§ Long Knives." It is with the Rohm Purge that the order which g
§ Himmler had been dreaming of for sb long began to take shape. %
i,
§
z Sl ey : e -

3George H. Stein, The Waffen-SS; Hitler's Elite Guard at

? War, 1939-45 (London: Oxford University Press, 1966}, p. xxvi.. :
%
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CEAFTER II
PURPOSE OF THE SS

On November 7, 1930, Hitler wrote that, “The task of the

SS is primarily to carry out police duties within the P'arty."l’L
As time went on, however, the concept and rocle of the SS was in

a constant stéte of flux, until Hitler reached the stage where

L J

the.SS was the onlygprganiZation,he'trusted. Both Hitler and

Himmler saw the SS as a double-edged éwcrd;

«e.an unconditional ool in the hands of the Fuhrer
for the implementation of the true aims of his poli-
cy-~the safeguarding of an eternal sovereign life

of the Germanic-German Reich by settlement-conquest

- on the one hand, bty annihilation of the mortal ene-

my on the other; but at the same time also the high-
est goal of this policy, as that racial nucleus of
the best that is, soldier-peasant-blood destined to
be the ruling class of the Reich.D5

The idea of a ruling elite was closely linked to the phil- :

%.the myth of Blood and Soil. This idea briefly held that the

3

they must not associate with the non-Aryans; they must also be

uHeinz Hohne, The Order of the Death's Head; The Story of

Hitler's SS (New York: GCoward-McCann Inc.,, 1966}, p. 58=9,

P U ARAT 4o i

S5Ernst Nolte, Three Faces of Fascism (New York: Holt,

Rinehart and Winston, 1966), pP. 393.

i
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osophy of the Rgich'concerning the superiority of the Aryéns and

Aryans were the choosen people and that to.maintain theilr purityf
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and maintain a soldier-peasant attitude., To Himmler's thinking,"

} the soldler.peasant was the ideal tpward which he strove, and
. the S3 was to fulfill this role. The SS was to be a new order,
‘an order which would embody a tradition so thatlit could:

e« essmarch forward into the future youns and strong,
revolutionary and efficient, to fulfill the task

of gilving the German People, the superstructure of
soclety which will combine and hold together this
Gerran Pecople and this Europe, and from whieh the
brains the people need for industry, farming, poli-
tics, and as_ soldiers, statesmen, and -technicians
will emergc.6 '

In an address»to German Army Officers;wﬁltlpr echoed and rein-
forced Himmlef'a words. During a speech Hitier said that the
Greater German Reich would include individuals who are not well
disposed towards the Reibh,and-that}thérefong, a State military
| police would be necessar} to keep them in line, This task could
not be left to any group howéver, but rather could only be car-
ried out bys

esesd State Police which has within its ranks men

of the best German blood and which ldentifies it-
self unreservedly with the 1deology at the base of
the Greater German Relch.,.such a formation---proud
of 1ts racial purity--<will never fraternlze with

the proletariat and with the underworld which under-
mines the fundamental 1dea...Beturning home after
having proved themselves in the fleld, the units of
the Waffen-SS will possess t?e authority to execute
thelr tasks as State Pollce,

bnazi Consbiracy and Aggression, Vol, II (Washington:
U.S. Governnent Printing Office, 1946), p. 189.

7al1an Bullock, Hitler:; A Study in Tyranny (London'
Odhams Press Ltd., 1952), p. 640,

e
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' Reich (Boston: Beacon Press, 1953), p. 245.
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The racial selection and standards of the SS were part of
Himmler's 1ldea to create within 120 years:a "pure race" of blond
haired, blue eyed individuals Who could rule the Reich'and be a
jiving proof of Germanic superiority. Himmler believed that
every State nzeded an elite who could lead the way for the
masses. Himmler took the view that;

The SS was to provide the elite, the constructive
political force in the National Socialist state.

That could only come about if its members brought

to the socilal reguirements of the present day the

genuine military tradition, the distinctive out-

look, bearing and breeding .of the German nobility,

the knowledze, ability and creative efficiency of

the industrialists and the profundity of German
scholarship, on a basis of racial selection.

Some scholars often debate the point that the philosophy

which Hitler espoused in Mein»Kampf was merely a sugar coatinz

for the masses and that he was primérily interested with the
acquisition of and maintenance of his personal power. A look

at his concern for the destruction of the Jews, the war againsﬁ
the Soviet Union, and his.views concerning the SSlwill'gisprove
that viewpoint. Hitler dame to view the SS as his personal tool
and he had complete falth in the SS. Perhaps if Reinhardt Hey-
drich had been able to replace Himmler, Hitler would have dis-
played more caution, yet because Himmler displayed more interest
in organizational mattef. Hitler exhibited compleﬁe confidence

in the SS. This confidence was reflected during the war by his

orders that the "SS Fire Brigade" on the Eastern Front receive

8%1111 Frischauer, Himmler; The Evil Genius of the Third
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. top prioritv for eqaipment. For the future Hitler said;

I do not doubt for a moment, desplte certain people's
scepticlism, that within a hundred or so years from
now, all the Gesrman elite will be a product of the
SS~-=for only the SS practices racial selection.9

' Be¢ausé Hitler firmly believed in the racial policy which he

spoke of, the Aryans, "constituted an ellite within the nation,"

and these Aryans were, "reﬁresented by the Nazi Party and espe-

cially by the SS." Hitler often referred to the Nazi .seizure of

power as a racial revolution, "since it repfesented the replace-
ment of one ruling caste by another."10

Himmler took great efforts.to insure that the SS men
remained;aloof from society in general--except for the Gestapo

and SD divisiong--so that their elite character would be rein-

-forced. Himmler also attempted to.make the SS organization

financially independent by soliciting funds from the industrial-
ists, the old nobility.and by setting up separate SS industries.
Hitler went along with this idea of separateness when he saild;

As soon as peace has returned, the SS will have -to
be given its independence agaln--a complete inde-
pendence, There has always been rivalry between
troops of the line and guardsmen. That's .why it's
a good thing that the SS should constitute, in re-
lation to the others, an absolute distinct world.ll

9Josebh Nyomarkay, Charisma and Factionalism in the Nazil
Party (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Fress, 1967), D.87.

10gu110ck, Op. Cit., p. 363-4.

11H.B. Trévor-Roper, ed., Hitler's Secret Coﬁversatians,
1241;4 (New'Yorkx' Farrar, Strauss and Young, 1953) p. 138,
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" practical purposes, be the State.. It was to .form the elite, the

order, and with the Party all but leaderless, Himmler began to

of the National Socialist Army."

T A SR S R I A R AT T R R L R BT T S, PO R 219 R L i A BN (g, i 1) i, et

As time went on, Himmler's dreams for the SS eXpanded to ;

such a degree that eventually the S3S was to. someday, for all

A

Chie

technocrats of the Germanic Reich, and his order was to be the

new knights of Europe.l2 With the SA removed as a threat to his i

cast eyes in the direction of the Army and séw an important
fleld for his expansion., Himmler once privately said that, | §

"Every revolution tries to contrgl the army and infuse the men

S R 7 4

with its own spirit. Only whén“that.has beem acﬁievéd is.a
revolution finally triumphant."13 Here, then, Himmler picked

up the dream of the deceased Rohm; the SS was to be the vanguard

To thiS>end, Himmler sald that Hitler had two cholces, he
could scrap the officer corps which he distrusted anyway, but
the drawback was that thelr technical expertlise would be~lqst
until a new ldeologically orientated corps could be formed and §
this clashed with Hitler's expansion policy. The second choice j

was that the SS could be used as "...an armed force to embody thez

ot

views which National Socialism had to introduce into the Wehr-

macht,"14

12Eugen Kogon et. al., Totalitarianism; Temporary Madness
or Permanent Danser? (Boston: D.C. Heath and Co., 1967), p. 62.

13Fe11x Kersten, The Kersten Memoirs, 1940-5 (New York: i
MacMillan Co., 1957), p. 247-8 B

4stein, Op. Cit., p. 17.
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~ ( This alternative was much more feasible and thus the

Verfugungstruppe SS was formed. This branch of the SS was

i nearly cut off from the rest of the organization and its units

were the most heavily armed. Unlike the Gestapo which was con-

cerned with internal police dutles, the Verfugungstruppe--later
known as the Waffen-SS--was concerned with fighting‘enemies be-

yond the German frontier, Himmler maintained that these two

“units should be séparated as strictly as possible so that what

the Gestapo did should not affect the Waffen-SS in any way.l5
I would next 1ike to discuss the recruttment policies of

the SS and_sh&wfhow the high standards were maintained within

the SS.

15kersten, Op. Cit., p. 249-50. This view of Himmler's
differs from a statement of his made in 1936. At that time, he
sald that the SS was to, ".,.guarantee the security of Germany
from the interior, just as the Wehrmacht guarantees the safety
of the honor, the greatness, and the peace of the Reich from the

exteérior.™
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CHAPTER III
RECRUITMENT AND STANDARDS

Up until the war,~the.SS was a voluntary organization
based on long term service; as late as 1938, resignations were
accepted by Himmlef if the:individual felt that he could not
live up to what was expected of him. Indeed, H;mmler encouraged

such resignations since he felt that it would improve morale andbg'

negate ‘the -need forﬂpurgés of the SS ranks. : |

When the’SS was fiist formed, Himmler accepted practically
;'anyone who applied since his main interest was in bullding up an -
impressive enrollment which would Justify his requests for in-

creased funds. Soon after January, 1933; there were over 50,000

B ¥ e 3 g

members and the only purge which would take place expelled many

members "...on grounds of physical or social inadequacy..." as

well as on geneological grounds.l6 o %
Mahy of- the early Joiners’were:ex-sbldiers, middle-clasé :

shopkeepers, ex-academics who during the difficult economilc

period had no place and in short felt that the concept of an

"elite" was for them.1l7 As time went on, and as the Party

% 16John Keegan, Waffen~ss- The Asphalt Soldiers (New York: g

Ballantine, 1970), p. 3-8, ‘ o R

;17Hohne, Op. Cit., p. 53-L,
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?;ggained °trenqth at the Dollg, many members of the old noblIity

: Joined the SS and they were cspecially_welcomcd. This was again
due to the aura of an "elite" aS'oppoéed to the lower-class SA,.

i
! Phe nobility beside bringing their titles also contributed wﬁ;,~\\§

heavily to thé'crganization's-cofférs. Some of the more notable

~—

B menbers included the Grand Duke of Mecklenburgh, Prinece zu Waldeck
und Prymont, Prince Christof and Prince Wilhelm of Hesse, Count

;Bassewitz-Behr und von Pfeil-Burghauss, Reichfreiherr von Tungen

Y A S0 N e ot

and Freiherren von Geyr, von Retzenstein and von Malsen-Ponlchau,i
: Prlnz von Hohenzollern-Emden of ﬁhe ‘House of Slgmaringen,and Count.

von der Schulenburgiia

These members of the nobility and most of
* the industrialists were given high honorary ranks in the Allege- .
meine SS which during the:war was gradﬁally dissolved by the
recrultment of its members into either the Wehrmacht or the
Waffen-SS, “On the other‘hand, the SD attracted large numbers of
‘1awyers who served in the capacity of ﬁechnocrats for the gather-k

. ing and execution of power.19 Although Himmler wanted to create

& soldier-peasant elite, the peasants were greatly underepresented

20

in the SS“Y while a full 25% of the SS elite had previous to their

Jplning'the SS, received their doctorate,?l As a rule the S8

1811p44,, Pe 135

19Iv1d., p. 135.

2oKarl D. Bracher, The German Dictatorship (New York: Prae- |

ger, 1970),.p. 335-6.

21lyi11iam Kornhauser, The Politics of Mass Society (New
York: The Free Press, 1959), p. 188.
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" attracted a larser number of professional men than any organiza-

' tion in EHitler's Germany,?22

§

¢

’(

22Tne charts telow show, (1) the proportion of political

elites from the professions in Germany and (2) the political
elites from the professions in other governments,

(1)

()

Weimar Cabinet (1918-33) -~ 40% (% of professionals)
SS Elite (1940) 32% "

Nazi Cabiret (1933-45) 28% . "

‘Nazi Elite (1934) : 27% "

Nazi Party (1933) 18% (this figure includes

merchants and artisans
‘80 the actual propor-

. tion of professionals
is substantially less), -
U.S. Cabinet (1877-1934) 74%Z (% of professionals)
U.S. Congress (1949-51) 69% " :
French Cabinet (1890-19&0) 68% (% of occupations
‘ - reported)

Conservative MP's (19&5); v 61%Z (% of professionals)
House of Commons (1945) 54% <"

Labor ME's (1945) 4o% "

British Cabinet (1916-35) hhg "

Weimar Cabinet (1918-33). Lo% .

*Ibid., p. 184,

: These flgures show that while the SS was not exclusively the
; domain of the upper classes, it did not alienate the upper

sclass and bourgeois elements as a whole., It seems that Donald

T 35 KA O A S T VLN BT

A
¥

Matthews' theory is confirmed when he writes;

A,comparison of the backgrounds of Nazi,..leaders
suggests the tremendous importance of middle-class
Iintellectuals and professicral men in the revolu-
tionary process...Unless a substantial number of

them somehow and for some reason become disaffected
revolutionaries, there seems to be relatively lit-
tle danger of revolution, If, on the other hand,
their loyalties, beliefs, and interests begin to di-
verge sharply from established political institutions

.and values, then the revolutionary dynamism may have

been set in motion,

gDonald R. Matthews, The Social Backeround of Political Decision- -t
! Makers (Garden City: Doubleday, 1954), p. 58, R




T A

T T 8 AT R o G

e e

» challenged,

‘to every SS man., This test was then further expanded to every

12
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With the recruitment of the nobility and middle class ele-~

ments, the elite propaszanda line began to take hold on the popu- ;

lace. It was so successful that in 1946, Dr. Grober who was the

Catholio_Archbishop of Freiburg said, "...we in Freiburg con- Q

sidered the S5 to ba the most réspectable of the Party organiza-
tions." This mocd was prevalent after the night of June 30, 1934,

when the man on the street felt{relief rather than shock at the

action of the SS. The liberal Frarkfurter Zeitung wrote.,"Libér-é

ation of our people from the rule of second-raters is a prize ;
worth oonsideraﬁle sacrifice."23 * Thus the bourgeols elements
of society were willing to.accept the methods of totalitarianism

as long as their basic values, security and land were -left un-

7

By June 1, 1935, Himmler felt that the SS was strong

5 e

enough to withstand a second purge. Because of the strength of
the S3, Himmler could institute fully his program for racial
purity which he had given up temborarily while his position was
insecure.  The first SS men to come ﬁnder scrutiny were SS com-
manders from the rank of Sturmbannfuhrer (Major) upwards., These
men had to show that neither he nor his wife had any Jewish an- f

cestors. By October lst of that year, this requirement was ex-

tended to the rank of Oberscharfuhrer (Warrant Officer 2nd Class)

and Hauptscharfuhrer (Warrant Officer lst Class) and eventually

231bidop fpc 132"33.

R T N O PR R b D e i
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“officer and cadet so that they hzd to be able to prove racial =

purity back to 1750 while other fanks only had to go back to
1800, When Jewish blood was discovered, at least in the lower
ranks, the SS man had to report it to his superiors and.rgqgest
a release from the SS. If a releasé was not requestéd, tﬁewséh
court would take action and’decreeweXpalsLon. For the upper
ranks, more lenlency was shown, often with stipulations. Often
the SS officer was 2llowed to stay in the SS if he’agfeed tov
have no more children and if no existing sons would request
entrance into the SS5,2% "
Under the directorship of Himmler, Professor Bruno K.

Schultz subnitted a set of eriteria which oﬁtlined SS.require-

,f,ments. These were based primarily on racial overtones and were

" in accord with Himmlert's belief that within 120 years, the en-

tire German people should be purely Nordlec in appearance, Al-
though the recruit was to be a blue eyed, blond ideal, there
was no criteria for the level of intelligence.25 The require-

ments which Schultz set up wére to insure that “well-ﬁropor-

. tioned" individuals were the mainstay of the SS, This obses-

2h1pia., p. 143.

25S<>hult:z set - down filve racial groupings which existed in
the world, they were, "pure Nordic," "predominantly Nordic or
Phalic," harmonious bastard with, "slight Alpine, Dinaric or
Mediterranean characteristics,” bastard of predominantly East-
Baltic or Alpine origin and bastards of extra-European origin..
Of these five groups, only the first three were acceptable to
the 5SS, There were also nine other headings which were con-
cerned with physlcal requirements.
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gion with "well-proportioned“ individuals was explained by
Himmler, who sald;
The point is that in his attitude to discipline
the man should not behave like an underling,
that his gait, his hands, everything, should
correspond to the ideal which we set ou rselves.26

After the candidate had met the racial standards, he had

to undergo further tests before he could swear the "kith and kin"%

| oath and be called an SS man. When the candidate was 18, on

November 9th, the anniversary of the Munich Beer Hall Putsch, he
was allowed to wear the SS uniform without the collar patches,

By the following January 30, which marked the Nazl seilzure of

power, the applicant who was now a cadet, was given a provisionalé

SS pass. By Hitler's birthday--April 20--he received his perma-

'nent 335 pass, the collar patches ard recited the oath.27

The findl stage was not yet reached however, for he still

. had toc obtain the Relch Sport RBadge and learn the S3 catechlsn

Service and the Wehrmacht and was then returned to the SS as a

~,"Vollanwarter” or full candidate. If his reports were good, he

could be accepted into the order within a month. Finally, by
November 9th, he had to swear one more oath which dealt with

the marriage laws of the Reichfuhrer-S3 and was finally given

26gonne, Op. Cit., p. 143

271p14d,, 146-7.
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. by October 1lst. The SS'manvthen had to serve time in ‘the Labour .




’; nis SS dagzer,28
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28This catechlsm was deSigned to drill Himmler's concept
: of chivalry and spirit into the SS man; -some of the questions
. and answers were as follows: :

Qs
As

Q:
As
Qs

‘A

Why do we believe in Germany and the Fuhrer?
Because we believe in God, we believe in Germany
which he created in His world and in the Fuhrer,
Adolf Hitler, whom He has sent us.

Whom must we primarily serve?

Our people and our Fuhrer, Adolf Hitler.

Why do we obey?

From inner conviction, from belief in Germany,
in the Fuhrer, in the Movement, and in the SS,

and from loyalty.
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Judged from the organiZétional chart (See Appendix #1). As can

-1 would like to discuss is the Gestapo.

5 v

CHAPTER IV

BRANCHES

The entire SS organization remained until guite recently
a gigantic enigma, Partially due to the findings of fne Nurem-
berg wWar Triéls, obJective studies and opinions of the organiza;
tion were quite difficult to come by. Recently however, several .
excellent ‘studies of the SS and the Nationad Socialiqt regime
have been published,

The size and‘seopeiof the SS organization caen best be

be seen, the police duties of the Gestapo and SD were separated

from the dutles of the Waffen-SS and the Totenkopfverbande, Alsof
the various administrative and procedural offices, such as those
of the Racial and Settlement, and the Economic departments were

strictly separated from the security branches, The first branch

Gestapo

While 1t is one of the most famous--or infaunous--branches ?

S RPN

of the S5, the Gestapo was the only one which was not originally

pre—

an SS organization., It was originally established in 1933 by
Hermann Geering in Prussia, "...wlth the misslion of carrylng out

the duties of political police with or in place’ofvthe ordinary

Bt e A o ORI b R
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é‘police authorities.”?? when it was brought under Himmler's 6oﬁ- '
trol during the spring of 1934 it began to fuhction as an exten-
sion of the State, as opposed to the SD which acted as an exten-
sion of the Party. )

By June 26, 1936, Himmler who was now the Chief of the
German Police under Frick, the Reich Minlster of the Interior,
issued a decree which created two chiefs of police; the uni-
formed and the Security Police. Thus the German poliée system
was divided into two branches, with two separate and distinect
sets>qf dutles. The first branch was that of tﬁe ORPO--Regular -
Police and Ordnungspolizeil, which in -turn was composed of the
Schutzpolizel (Safety Police), the Gendarmerie (Rural Poliece)
| and the Gemeindepolizei fLocal Police).?o .
| The second branch wés the Sicherkertspolizel or SIPO. The
SIPO was divided between the Reich Krlminalpolizel (XRIPO) and
the Geheime Staatspolizei (GESTAPO) and both were under the com- %
mand of Heydrich, the famed 'Blond Beast' who was assassinated ‘
in Prague whén his paclficétions procedures were.nullifying the
fears of 1its citizens.31

Finally, by 1até‘0ctober of 1939, Himmler combined the
central offices of the Gestapo, SD andACrlmlnal Police into the

29Naz1 Consplracy and Aggression, Op, Cit., p. 249.52.
301p44., p. 252. |
311pid., p. 252,
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Reichsslcherheitshﬂuptamt (Relch Security Main Offioe--HSHA).
The Gestapo was known on the orggnization charts of the
. RSHA as Amt IV, By 1943 it contained five sub-sections (See g
¢ Appendix #2) which dealt with nearly every aspect of German 1lfe.i
Section A was set up to deal with internal opponents, sabo- i
tage as well as protective services. It was further subdivided é
into four departments as follows: , é
Al:  Connunisnm, Marxiém and associated organizations, war‘
cerimes, illegal and eneny propaganda . -
A2: Defense agalnst sabetﬁgeggcombatt}ng of sabotage,
politicalwfalslfication |

A3: Reaction, opposition, legitimism, liberalism, matters

of malicious apposition
Alb: Protective service, reports of attempted assassina-
tion, guafding, special Jobs, pursult troops E
Section B Was religously orientated and was subdivided as

follows:

N e - B bt L et

Bl: Politlical Catholicism
B2: Political Protestantism Sects

P A

B3: Other churches, Freemasonry

o,

Bhé Jewish affailrs, matters of evacuation, means of sup-
pressing enemies of the peopie and State, disposses=

sion of rights of German citizenship. (Eichmann was

el A Sy K £ 0 Y G

‘head of this office), :

Section C was concerned with the extensive card files, pro-§

‘tective custody as well as matters which dealt with the press and

!
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Evaluation, main card index, administration of indi-

vidual files, information office, and suvervision of é

foreign engineers. : | i
Matters of protective custody é
Matters of the press and literature ' i
Matters of the Party and its formations, special g

cases : é

Seétion D dealt with regions under Gérman-influence;

»

D (aus. arb.) Foréign'worker$~ .

Dl: Matters of the Proteectorate, Czechs in the Relch, :
Slovakia, Serbia, Croatia, and the remaining regions
of the formeriJﬁgoslavia and Greece :

D2: Matters of the General Government, Poles in the Reich ?'

D3: Confildential office, foreigners hostile to the State, ?
and emigrants é

D4t: Occupied territories, France, Belgium, Holland, Nor- i
way and Denmark §

D5: Occupied Eastern Territories | §

Section E @ealt‘with securlty and was subdivided as fol- é

El:

E2:

Gengral security matters, sﬁpply of legal opinions 1n§
‘matters of high and State treason, and other security%
.matters o ‘ _ §
General econonic matters, defehse against econoniec §
esplonage, protection of works and thosevengaged in §

{
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guarding
E3:+ Security wést
Eh: Security North
; E5:° . Security East
g E6: ’Security South | 'i

Section F dealt with passport matters and alien police and ;

A g bt W

was,subdivided as follows;
éi: Frontier police |
F2: Passport métters~ v
F3: Identification and identity cards
F4: Alien police and bagic questions concerning frontlers

F5: Central visa office32

As can be seen, the Gestapo was able to burrow into vir- :
tually every facet of German life. While the members of the i
Gestapo did not receiﬁe the strict National Socialist ideologicali
.training of the SS Verfugungstruppe. its members were never the ;
less Nazis.'.The Gestapo worked hand in hand with the dreaded

SD division of the SS.

sy insena

Sicherheitsdienst (SD) - . ' ;

The SD is on the whole, one of the best known divisions of

the SS. Although it is generally thought of as an external or-
. ganization--i.e., for use outslde of Germany, 1t was also used

within Germany. Its "best known" actlivity was the razing of the

32Ibido, p. 253-L" J
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'3 Warsaw Ghetto., The SD was Section (Amt) III of the RSHA and by ;

E 1943, it contained four sections. . ]
f Section A dealt with questions of legal order an& structureg
6 of the Reich; : é
i Al: General questions of work on spheres of German life f
A2: Law | %
: A3: Constitution and administration é
_ Al: National life in general
% AS: General questions of police law, and technical ques-
i tions of legislation ) : %
Section B dealt with natlionality and was subdivided as i
‘ follows; | |
: Bl: Nationality queétions
; B2: Minorities
? B3: Race and health of the people ;
: B4: Citizenship and naturalization g
% B5: Occuplied territories: §
g Section C dealt with culture and was subdivided as follows:%
% Cl: Science ;
C2:s Educationai réligious 1life

C3: Folk culture and art

C4: Press, literature, radio, office for evaluation of

material

AT O R T Y SR A i

; Section D dealt with economics, and was subdivided as §
§ follows;g ;
; ) 4 | |
¢ Da: Reading office, economics, press, magazines, litera-
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ture ‘ . ' : §
Db: Colonial ecbnomics B
Ds: Special questions and review of material
D West: Western occupied regions v : i
D Ost: Eastern occuplied regions
Dli Food ecbnomy

D2: Commerce, handeraft and transport

“D3: *Fiﬁénée, currency, banks and exchanges, insurance i
D4t Indu;try and power
D5: .Laboﬁ'and social queé%ions}QM
The first head of the SD“Wasteiﬁhardt‘Heydrich, the
'Blond Beast'; under him it became extremely powerful and by

1934, it was the solekintelligence'andgcounterninteliigence

agency of the NSDAF, Due to the need for security, 1t was sepa-
rated from the rest of the SS until 1939, when the RSHA was :
f‘ox'me=<1.3LF The éuccesé_of the SD was partially due to the large §

number of lawyers who were recruited; these men were not ideal- ;
istic, but were rather strict technicians for power,3> %

The impact of these "intellectuals" on the SD waslimﬁbrtanté

for the,SD{qﬁten carriedﬁon separate policies in the various

331vid., p. 254-5.
341p1d., p. 179-80.

35Hohne, Op. Cit., p. 135.
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. guards to show the people‘that he did not fear them. These poliah

; was practically nullified until after Heydrich's assassination-

23
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territorles which it controlled., . For example, when Reinhardt ;

Heydrich was transferred to head the government of thé'area for- 5
merly known as Czechoslovakia, he instituted reforms which were
aimed at neutrallzing any potential resistance. He improved the i

working conditions in the factories, 1mproved the fringe benefitsi
i

!
i

of the workers and in general, made the lot of the Czech worker
almost equal to that of the German workers. Unlike his prede-

cessor, he drove through Prague in an open car, without body-

cies did not make’the Céehhs’lové%thé Germans, but resistance .

~

when the Germens reverted to their old iron fist tactics.

This sane policy was used with equal success by Dr. Werner
Best, the Reich Plenipotentiary from 1942-45 in Denmark. As was
the case in Czechoslovakia, only resistance, open or underground,

was treated with sudden swiftness.36

1 ARt

As a whole, two policies concerning police dutles in occu-

5 Y

pled territories were in effect. The first policy, which dealt

with an occupied country which had a puppet ruler, utilized the

R 2 TR

local police to a greater extent. Thls was to maintain the inde—i

TR

pendent facade which the Germans wished to preserve. For exam-
ple, in the Netherlands, the local police were used unless the

Reich Commissioner called on the German SS or police forces for

36R0ger Manvell, Gestapo (New York: Ballantine, 1969),
Pe 79. o




24

s R TR T A TR R R e T A e 2 S R TS R
e R S B TR AN DAL E NS 5 v,

. enforcement of his orders,
On the other hand, in countries such as Poland, which were

: considered as non-collabtorationist, the police carried out only
£
z”minor duties, such as traffic patrols, protection of buildings,

;etc.y 2nd 1f & German was involved in any case, the Polish police |

. could not act.37

‘Thgs it was that between the Gestapo and SD, éveryone in-
! gide and outside of Germany came under surveillance, When in
 December of 1941, the Nacht und Nebel--the Night and Fog act--
was instituted, the powers of the Gestapo lncreased dramatically,
for; |
ees2nyone could be seized whom the authorities chose
to believe endangered German security whatever his -
nationality and spirited out of the country 'in night
_and fog' so that no form of local trial or ggarlng
‘should take place to stir up locsl feeling.
The Nacht und Nebel decree only was the end polnt of the
. power of the SS in the occuplied lands., Earlier, in March of
519b1, the Reich Commissioner of the Netherlands issued a decree
which stated in part that;
In fulfillment of his duties the Supreme SS and
"police chief may deviate from existing regulations...
He may pronulgate rules and regulations having the

force and effect of laws. Such rules and regula.
tions may contain penal provisions subjecting a de-

37Raphael Leumkin, Axis Rule in Occupled Eurog__(washlngton:
_ Carneaie Endownent for International Peace, 1944), p. 22,

38¥anvell, Op. Cit., Do 79.
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fendagg to fines of unlimlted amount and imprison-
ment,

The SD meanvhile, investipated the "loyaity'and reliabilityf_

of State cfficlals in the:fields of adherence to Nazi ideolozy
and Qevbtion to Hitler. To help them in thils task, the SD had
several hundred full-time ard ceveral thousand part~time infor-
wants who seemingly lived average 1iveo in shops, schools,
churches, etc,40 |

Both'the~Gestapo and SD were constantly attempting to ex—'

| pand the'realm of their activities. The SD for a’while’attempﬁed
| to take crediﬁifor~the purge}of the Red Army by Stalin while the

: Gestapo seemed to concentrate on the A)¥ehr. The Abwehr was the

intelligence service of the Wehrmacht and'the first success of
the Gestapo came in the autumn of 1942 when an Abwehr agent was
picked dp at the old Czech btorder. He was originally charged

with.violation of the currency regulations, but 1t was learned

. from him that certain Abwehr officers vere involved in getting

Jews out of the country by giving them papers of Abwehr agents,

Later interrogations of Abwehr agents showed that certaln

of ficers were involved in secret negotiations with the Vatican

: to end the war.

Finally, on April 5, 1943, the big break came when a State

Attorney in the Abwehf office of Admiral Canaris--the Commander-

F1vid., pe 79.

4ON"azi Conspiracy énd,AggresSion,Op. Cit., p. 25
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.~ in-Chief of the Abwehr--vuas arrested and a group of files was

seized which gave codes, names and daﬁes for future contacts with
the Allies., Then, in January of the next year, a resistance ring

was broken by the Gestapo which included several Abwehr offiéers.i

. At this final finding, Hitler authorized a crack-down and blamed §

' Canaris for these leaks in his department. As a joke, Hitler's

. future brother-in-law suggested that the SS take over the offices

. of the Abwehr and Hitler quickly agreed. From that time on, the

Wehrmacht was the only Army not to have its own secret service
) ]

organization.¥1

Thus it was that by 1944, not only the civilian populace

; was under surveillance by the SS, but the Wehrmacht was‘dependent?

iiupon the SS for all intelligence information. But the power of

; the SS extended into other areas as will be seen in the followingf

- sections.

SS Polizel Regimente

The SS Polizel Regimente played on the whole, a minor part

" in the role of the SS." Its members were not volunteers, but

. Were rather drafted by Himmler from the ranks of  German consta-

" number of SS divisions from one to three. This permission was

'? granted shortly after the close of the Pollsh campaig;n.‘"2

E bles when Himmler received permission from Hitler to increase thei

QZKeegan, Op. Cit., p. 61.
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‘high honorary ranks in return for monetary contributions.

27

Originally the members of this organization, which was ﬂ;
incorporated into the Waffen-SS under the divisional title of |

4th 35 Polizel-Fanzergrenadierdivision, were older in»ége than
the other members of the Waffen—SS and they did not share fhe i'
high amount of mechanized equipment of the other Waffen-SS é
divisions.43 | ‘ v é
. Throughout the war, this SS division was used moStly in ;

police actions with the "savage peoples" as auxiliaries and in ;

anti-partisan dutles.**

u i
. i

Ailgegeineess

The Allgemeine SS--General SS--was considered at the post-
war Nuremburg trials to be the backbone of the SS. 'This section
of the SS could be roughly considered the equal of the 1933 SA
in that its membershlp was large, reaching a peak of 240,000, and
1ts duties uncertain. It was often used during the anti-Jewish |
pogroms of 1938 and in various colonization efforts.45

Its membership was .largely middle-class and many members

of the o0ld nobility were in this division where they were given

Its members were subject to draft into the Wehrmacht and

during the war its total membership fell to approximately o

¥31p14., p. 62

4“Nazi Conspiracy and Aggression, Op. Cit,, p. 186.
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Y5Ipid., p. 178-9.




 he formed the Totenkopf (Death's Head) guards,8 which was re-
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; high, they did have an effect on the ordinary Wehrmacht soldier.

28 .

uo,ooo.ué. Some members were able. to get into the Waffen-SS divi—g
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sions, but the majority were drafted into the Wehrmacht. Al-

; thourh their general level of political indoctrination was not

)

Totenkopfverbande 6
i

Shortly after Himmler became the police chief in Munich,

R RS i R e

crulited from voluntéers from the Allgemeine 88,49
Although elevated to the status of a Waffen-SS division in

19@0,50'they were originally set up to provide;
...indoctrination of the armed political soldier,

«se{and) guarding enemies of the -State who are
held in concentration camps.

e

As guards ofAthe concentration camps, the Death's Head guards
wers responsible fdr both Jews and non-Jews who were opponents

or supposed opponents of the regime.

@6Ibid¢) po 178-9i.

&7An interesting book which deals with the General SS mem- !

‘bers wno served in the Wehrmacht, is Diary of a German Soldier,

by Wilhelm Pruller. The high level of belief in the National
Socialist ideal and Hitlexr can be seen in Pruller's work. ;

48Keegan. Op. Cit., p. 37.

&9Nazi Congpiracy and Agegression, Op. Cit., p. 185.

SOThe division was known as 3rd SS Panzerdivision Toten-‘
kopf and was considered one of the "classic" Waffen-SS divisions.

1 | ,
5 Nazi Conspiracy and Ageression, Op. Cit., p. 185.
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Like the Allgemeine SS, enllistment in the Totenkopfverbande%

did not ccunt as military service.’2 This was changed after the

Polish campaigzn when the divisional strehgth«of the armed SS was

raised from one to three. With the decree counting service in
the Totenkopfverbande as military service, duty in this branch
lost much of its bad color.

Verfurunestruvpe SS and Waffen-S3

These branches of the SS have, since the war, been the
branches under cloéeét examinatign, due to their varied duties,
sctions and record.. The Verrugungstruppe (Reserve Force) was
set up by Himmler and Hitler in Harch of 1935, Its original
purpose was obscure but its formation was important for it;'

...marks the institution of a formal distinction

between the militarised SS and the rest of the

organization, 53
Set up on the strength.of a division~--i,e., three reglments,
stationed in Munich, Hamburg, and Berlin--they were commanded
by one of the few former~high.ranking Army officers avallable
to the S35, Paul Eausser.

This division of the SS received thé greatest degree of

political indoctrinatlion and its officer tralning was perhaps

the most difficult ever established.

52Keegan. Op. Cit., pP. 56. At the peak of the pre-war
period, a total .strength of twelve battalions was reached.

531bidc, P. 53.
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Hevnille at six was rollowed by an hour ] physical
trainine, breakfast of porridgs and mineral water
eee 2nd 2 morning of weapon training and exercises,
Three times a week the cadets received 'ideolorical
instruction,' at first from speclally sppointed in-
structors, later, when they seemed to be developing
what Himmler called 'commissar status,! from the
ccunvany officers. The texts most freouently used
were Rosgnberg s Hyth of the Twentieth Century and
Darre's 2lnod nnd Snhil, The afternoons were spent
on the square or the gports field, athletic prowess
being highly valued.d |

Such a program produced a division which'was'comparable t0 comie

gmandosyln their physical agility and skills.
i A

Although early in his rule Hitler strove to keep the Army

?posltionﬂopened the‘coveréd’spiit between Hitler and the gener-
‘als. The prime concern of the generals was to maintain the tra-

;ditional right of the Army to be the sole bearer of arms in the

:‘?State. By a secret order on Aursust 17, 1938, Hitler cancelled
" that privilege. The order in part sald;

II. The Armed Units of the SS.

A, (The SS Verfugzungstruppe)

1. The SS Verfugungstruppe is neither part of the
Wehrmacht nor part of the police, It is a
standing armed unit exclusively at my disposal,
As such and as a unit of the NSDAP, its menmbers
are to be selected by the Relchfuhrer SS ac-

- eording to the phlilosophilcal and political stan-
‘dards which I have ordered for the NSDAP and
for the Schutlzstaffel (SS). Its members are to
be trained and its ranks filled with volunteers
from those who are subject to serve in the army
who have finished their duties in the obligatory
labor service, The service period for volunteers

541b1d., pe 53
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is four years. It may be prolonged for 3S Unter- _ :
fuhrer,  Such re*u]ations are in force for SS ;
leaders. The comrulsory milit tary service...is

: fulfilled bv gervice of the same amount of time
; in the 35 Verfusrurnsstrunps. (italics added). 2>

'Thus, with one swift move, Hitler moved against the wishes of the !
,General Staff and opened the power flood-gate for Himmler. . - i

At the time of the Polish invasion, the SS Verfugungstruppeg

5(

| e
gwas little more than divisional size and its role was quite limi-
ted. Its performance was not outstanding but Hitler gave Himmler j
permission to increase its stren th to three divisions.56

The armed SS, now called Waffen-ss,'pl@yed'roles in the

D N KA B M e, <o

French and Balkan ‘campaigns, but its reputation and legend wag:

T VM R RS £,

made in the Russian campaign. After the recapture of Kharkov in
§1atea19h2 during which General Paul Hausser's..SS Panzer Corps A-é

ffsuffered 12,000 casualties;57 but stopped the Soviet offensive,
ithe legend of the SS in Hitler's mind expanded and from this time

Eon. the SS steadily increased its priority for men and material.

This preference for munitions led to certaln clashes with the

fArmy58 but until after the war, the army generally was glad for

: 55Naz1 Conspiracy and Aggression, Op. Cit., p. 185,
R 56 -

Keegan, Op. Cit., p. 62.
571b1d., p. 8k.

: BHeinz Guderian, Panzer Leader (New York: Ballantine,
: )y p. 242-3. :
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f'ithe "Fire Brigade"59 of the 55, as well as for some of the other z

: Eunits. é
: Durirg the war, the Waffen-SS expanded to an organization 5

. ;which could show the divisional badges of 38 units. Most of i
| ;these units never got larger than regimental strength and many | ;

:-édisbanded or dissolﬁed before the end of the war. The hard-core é
: zss divisions which were made up of Germans were slightly larger i
~=§than the Wehrmacht divisions and received more taﬁks and assault |,

fguns than the average panzer division. |

{ ' >

i Prior to 1943, Himmler allowed thHe mass drafting of con-

T

| gscripts into the-ranks‘of the Waffen-SS. This wés coupled with
%the decree allowing the Waffen-SS to accept non-Germans into the J
%Waffenass. At first, only Fiench, Dutch or other races whieh were%
éclose to the Germans were allowed. Also, racial Germans from the :
;occupled countries were 'allowed into the Waffen-SS and this again
gproduced a_clash'with the Wehrmacht, for the Wehrmacht had no way
gof conscripting these racial Germans, The most famous of the
gGerman/West European divisions was 5th SS Panzerdivision Wiking.
i Finally, in late 1943, Slavs and other "inferior" peoples

:were accepted into the Waffen-SS. Thls was a mixed blessing, for

; 59The “Fire Brigade" was the name of the SS divisions--lst :
. SS Panzerdivision Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler, 2nd SS Panzerdivi-
‘sion Das Reich, and 3rd SS Panzer division Totenkopf--which was
‘used as a mobile reserve by Hitler. These units were constantly

- shuffled from the Eastern Front, to the Western Front and te the
*Italian Front as needed, Due to their equipment, personnel and :
i indoctrination, they constantly fought successful defensive bat- . !

;tles.
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 T'such units as the 13th Warfen-Gebirgsdivision der SS Handschar |

- (Kroatische Nr 1) which was made up of Yugoslav Muslims, merely

¢ took up valuable funds and munitions, while at the same time,
they were-difficult to control. Others, and here the number is i

. few, such as the divisions recruited from the Baltlic Republics, é
. Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia, provided good fighters who remaine@
60 | ,

to the end,
The officers for these'non-qudio divisions~undefwent,
' when time allowed, the same training as the regular Waffén-SS
“officefs. Only oﬁe«partrof theﬁgrogram was deleted however, and
| that was the racisl indoctrination, The motivation for these
; divisions then, was their traditional hatred for the Russians,
or their belief that they were fighting-for their homeland, '
From the records of the war, the battles of the Waffen-SS
can be viewed, but what was sald at the time 1s also important.
From this point on, when 1 refer to the,Waffen-SS, I am referrlng?
only to the "classical“rﬁivisions which were predominately German;,
There are many gauges to test the Waffen-SS by shoula we use i
: casualities as a yard stlck?
If we do, then the SS was a success, for General Sepp

Dietrich said at the time of the last battles in Hungary, that

LSS

R

out of his original division--which numbered nearly 20,000--only
' 16 of the original men were still alive, Or, we could use the %

 fact that after the battle of the Falaise gap, the Hitler Jugend

To
o WE@@ |

6°Kcegan, Op. Cit., p. 103 ~ LOYOLA
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r '1sh-Canadian offensive under Montgomery.

Another aspect of the Waffen-SS ﬁhich should be eiamined,
iis the general attitude of the men, In other words, if we say
gthat the high casualities were not caused by poor'leadership,
;then what were they caused by? The answer would seem to lie in

gtheir training, for if the theories of their 1ndoctrinatibn were -

i s

;abeorbéd,G%hen their high éasualities would be explained, The

k]

cers was, "Follow Me" and it summed up the aggressive style of

%soldiers, but rather fighters, 61 By this, he meant that the

- troops of the regular Wehrmacht were soldiers, and soldiering

.§when end where it is called for. The Waffen-SS trooper however,
;éaw life as a belligerent act.

| This outlook was formally called "herolc realism"_and it
was part of a concept which had begun in Germany near the end of
' the First World War. This outlook was incorporated into the
Waffen-SS because these troops were to prove themselves and the

theories of Nationél Socialism. While all soldiers are expected

61Hans Buckheim, Anatomy of the SS State, (Ed. by Martin
 Broszat, et, al,) "The SS--Instrument of Domination," (New York:
Walker and CQ:, 1965)’ Pe 322.

| diviuion only had 600 men left--this after they stopped the Brit- ¥

iofficers cadet prdgram Stressed*leadershtp;~the motto 6f the offi-

the corps. A Wehrmacht General said that the Waffen-SS were not '

‘was and is a profession 1like any other. It is a trade to be used :

i

o

i
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to’ be ba*c in tnat they can inflict and bear pain, the SS concept

:!

iwent beyond this, for the SS man was expected to show a willing-

‘ness to shed bloocd, be it either his own, or the enemies*.62

As Himmler saild;

i For the SS man there 1s one absolute principle; he
: must be honest, decent, loyal and friendly to per-
§ sons of our own blood--and to no one else.

This idea which was expounded continually at the officer cadet

§

schools at Bad Tolz in Bavarla and in Brunswick, was to help save

German bloecd and Kultur. To this-end. the lives of those not of

S RO § TR

gcepc of the weak being spared at the cost of the strong not only

?ran_ccntrary to history,. but also to SS thinklng.
{ .
:

"Heroic realism" was, as I sald, begun near the end of

‘World War I, when some German riationalist saw that the war was

zlost, and that a new ideal was needed,®* It was the basis for

gthe Free Corps in Germany, and Dr, Werner Best sald in 1930,
that;

P . The fight itself 1s essential and permanent; the
aims of that fight are temporary and changeable.
There can therefore be no question of success in
our fight...the yardstick of the new code of

621b1d.. p. 34,

. 631bid., p. 334-6.

647p1d., p. 323-4.

R R AT TP 3

German blood was expendable., German laws were sacred vhen deal-

1ng with "Asiatics" since they were sub-human. The entlre con-«

L.
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morality, gherefofe, is not its content--not ‘what!
but 'how,'05

; This concept made morality relative and cleared the way for

]

Zany.action. The end Justified the means and the coshon soliier
“wag relieved of all responsibility. To those who play down the
i S . - .

'effect of indoctrination, they should look at the concept of the

i
¢ sub-human and how it was absorbed by the Waffen-SS.

: Because of the elite characteristic nature of the SS, the
: ideology of the sub-human, at least before the war, was quite

strong. For example, a brochure‘entitled The Sub-Human stated to

L 4

the SS that the Slavs were not human,

To the outward eye, the sub-human is blologically an
entirely similar creature of natures he has hands, ‘
feet and a sort of brain with eyes and a mouthe 1In
fact, however, he ‘is a totally different and fright-
ful creature, a caricature of a man with features
similar to those of a human but intellectually and
morally lower than any animel, This creature is ac-
tivated by a ghastly chaos of savage, unrestrained
passions-~limitless destggctivencss, primitive lust,
and shameless vulgarity.

The effectiveness of this indoctrination is difficult to
Judge, but such a man as General Felix Steiner, a Waffen-SS

 divisional leader, threw the idea out the window after having

i in the book, Anatomy of the SS State which deal with the experi-

65Hohne, Ops Cits, ps 159
66Stein, Ops Cit., pe XxVi

$7Honne, Op. Cit., p. 58-9:
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fought the'59yi¢ts;67 There are many interesting stories however;
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;ences and views of the SS men. These»meniwho had to fight fhe ;
; Russians everyday often had rejected the pre-war propaganda, but :
véchanged.their views after seeing and dealing with the Russians ;

‘lin battle and prisoner-of-war camps. This is not to verify the

i indoctrination which the SS men received, but rather can be at- i

! tributed to the difference in the cultures and the standard of i-

living. é
Separated’from home for long periods of time, and aware of ;
5

thelr preferential treatment, there is little reason for shock

at the attitude of the men in the Waffen-535., The war-with Russia @

% was to the Waffen-SS men a holy«,c'rusade,68 and this crusade gave '
E cause to its fight. Perhaps the record and attitude of the

? Waffen-SS is best summed up from a telegram that was cabtured !
E ‘ 1 . i
| from the Soviet High Command; it said: §
§ The German YWehrmacht is streaming back on all %
: fronts. Only th% Warffen-S8 is standing like a :
‘ rock in the sea.®9

. !
68

¢ Stein, Op. Cit., p. 122.

i 69%ersten, Op. Cit., p. 241, §
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’ EJesuits,‘theXSS men were held to strict pbedience and were held

e E

-

' ble for its own members, neither the State, Party nor Wehrmacht 7
. could try an SS man for an offense. As Brigadefuhrer Paul Schar-:
' fe, who was responsible for the legal arm of the SS said, "Com~

T ST S RIS Gl S R BRI T LA S R B A T O Sl B A AR G ST T2 T e © D e LS L S RERRA s r s e e

CHAPTER V

A T S e e s,

THE ROLE OF GERMANIC MYTHOLOGY IN:THE SS

P SR EIpO—

Himmler as Reichfuhrer SS, had a tremendous effect én the
entire SS organization. Prior to the war, he personally'took
charge of officers! promotions,'training‘manuals, etec. He was.
aside from a strict organization man, a mystic.  ﬁimmler sought

to create a clesed order, a new elite and hefplayed~heavily upon

German myths to support his order. ;

Himmler envied the brganizational skill of the Jesuits, and%
. ]

he set up the SS on the same organlzational level., Like the %.

responsible to no ﬁemporal power save Himmler and Hitler.70 To
maintain an aura around the SS, special rings, insignias and
daggers were all distributed according to length of service,
Party membership, etc. To reintroduce the idea of medieval chi-

valry, Himmler allowed dueling to be used as a means of settling

points of honor.

P NN s e 6 AN SR e L R

70Hohne, Op. Cit., p. 144-5, The SS were legally responsi-

pared to the ordinary member of the Party, the SS man naturally

occupies a special place, primarily because it's his duty to pro-|

tect the Movement and its Fuhrer, if necessary at the sacrifice g
|

@§-0f his 1life, This special position...of course means that the
' SS man must be dealt with in a special way."
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. bedrocms was furnished in a'different period and the guests were
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Constantly referring back to the Germanic heritage, Himmlef;
believed he could commurnicate with a long dead German Emperor.l ;
He also belleved in the lecend that the last Gérman fortress to |
fall before a barbarian invasion from the East would be in West- »
phalia. To this end, he spent 13,000,000 marks on the restora- '
tion of a castle in Westphalia called Wervelsburg., It had a
library of  12;000 books and a huge oéken table situated in a
dining hall which measured 100 Teet by 145 feet. Each of its

expected to read the books avallable in the bedrooms so that

théy(might feel the "spirit" which Himmler bglieved existed

there. Aside from all thls, there was a stone crypt with walls

five feet thick. It was the realm of thé dead, and it contained:’
i

a flight of stairs in the middle of the crypt (which) !
led into & well-like cavity; in the center of the !
cavity there was a stone stoop, and around the walls :
were twelve stone pedestals. In the event of an :
Obergruppenfuhrer's death, his arms were to be burnt "
in the stoop and an urn containing ashes placed on

one of the pedestals. The four vents in the ceiling
were so arranged that, during the burning ceremony,

the smoke would ascend to the roof in a single column.71

S TR Sk £ <

g

Within the SS "order," rape and plunder were punishable by §
death and while a soldier might requisition what he needed at thej
time while in the fleld, suéh és food and blankets, it was for- J
bidden to take anything for the use of the dependents at home. §

As ﬁimmler said, "Plunder is certainly not a gentlemanly crime

in our eyes.”72

71H0hne’ OE. Cit;., De 1“’9"'53'

2
kersten, Op. Cit., p. 240-1,
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CHAPTER VI
FRICTION BETWEEN THE SS AND THE.WEHRMACHT

Frior to the seizure of power, Hitler realized the impor-

tance c¢f the Army, both as a source of political power and as a

high schecol for the people.73 In Meln Kampf, Hitler wrote,

What the German people owes to the Army can be
briefly sumned up in a»sinzle word, to wit:
everythin9.7

According to Hitler,‘the army taught the masses obedience, re- -

sponsitbility, patriotism aﬁd~duty. Thus it was that the army

held a special place 1in the State. There was a hitch in Hitler's.

loyalty however, and it was in his distrust of the officer corps.;
As a rule, it reflected a conservative attitude toward politics-
and 1t hzad been constantly hesitant about the policy of rearma-
ment,75 and had beeﬁ against his war plans. -

Himmler was of the opinion that every revolution attempted

to control the army, snd that as long as the army maintained its

73ﬁobert J. O'Neill, The German Army and the Nazi Party, /
1933-29 (London: Cassell, 1966), p. €2. ‘

74Adolf»Hitler. Mein Kampf (Boston: Hurst and Blackett,
1943), p. 280-1.° ~

75

O0*Neill, Op., Cit., p. 101,
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 independence, a truely National Soclalistic state could not

N i

{ evclVe. Himmler realized that the officer corps could not be
scrapped, so the Verfugungstruppe SS and later the Waffen-ss %
f were seen as ",..the protagonist of the National Socialist revo- g
' lution in the military field." The Waffen-SS was to keep the i
% good tralts of the army, such as the tradition and efficiency, ;
é but it was to add 1its own “"personalized" touches, In the'Waffen-§
S8, the individual soldier would not become an automaton, but %
would rather know what he was fighting for and against.  The -

-

officers and men of+the Waffen-3S85 were to be the ",..cadres,..

for a-new model army.“76 It was Hinmmler's belief that whenever
the SS fought, vietory would show through. The result of these
victories would make the German people ask: why the SS fought and 5

won, and the answer would be;

Because these are dedicated men who know what they
are fighting for, who show by their example that
the conviction in the justice of their cause dou-
bles their fighting ‘strength, giving them a force
that nothing can re;ist makling them capable of
these great deeds,’

i Naturally because of these deeds, every young German would want
to join the SS}and the Wehrmacht in order to stay alive, would

adopt SS ideals,
Such thinking on the part of Himmler was difficult to keep

76Kersten, Op. Cit., p. 247-8,

7?Ibid‘ [} po . 2“‘8-90
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, from the Wehrmacht offices. Whereas at the time prior to the SA

purge, the Wehrmacht saw the SS as a small, weak, ally, it gra-
dually ©became aware of the growing power and influence of the

6 Verfugungstruppe-SS and then the Waffen-SS. Prior to the war, i

"; there were many points of conflict between the two organizations 3

and many times Himmler had to go to Hitler to stop the restric-

tions which the Wehrmacht placed on the SS recrultments. After

BN A LR

g the war bvegan and Himmler opened SS membership to ethnic Germans,§

the Wehrmacht again sought to limit SS recruitment, but Himmler

A i e

had managed to tap this ‘source of manpower prior.to Wehrmacht
control,

Friction between the SS and Wehrmacht was great before the

‘war, not only because of the drafting of men, but also because

of charges of SS spying and the usual friction between branches
of the armed services. The 1nteraction'between the Party; Army,

and SS began in January of 1933, when General Blomberg of the

T

Army lssued a decree which~étressed the need for the destruction
of the o0ld class concept in the army. This was a direct effect

of the growing Party influence, Blomberg who was often viewed

ﬁlthin Army clircles as an ideallst, went so far as to quote Mein !
Kampf on April 16, 1935, concerning the role of the Army in the
State.”8 This in itself was a break in the Army's traditional

T T T 5

role of aloofness from politics. It was a victory for Hitler

8
! 0'Neill, Op. Cit,, p. 64-6.
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who was attempting to break the power of the Army while still
using it as a main supporter of his power. Hitler, who was usingi
the idealism of General Blomberg, was opposed,by.the autocratic i
General Fritsch who oppqsed the National Socialist<idéology. é,
After General Fritsch was replaced by General von Brauchitsch, ;
a new era in Army-State relations began, for von Brauchitsch likeé
Blomberz sought to make his subordinétes adhere»to the National %I
Socialist ideology. In April,'193b, Blombefg announced the in- .;
troduction of "Important Political Instruction” which was specialf
instruction in the ideology of tﬁe Nazi's aiped at the regular %
army. By January 30, 1936} special political instruction for,allf
officer training schools, Staff Colleges and the Wehrmacht Aca- ;
demy was introduced;_thié instruction wés given by Party special-%
ists, 79 | . . | -

Despite these ;fficial sanctions, and the attempt at a uni-g
fied front between the Army and the Party, there were serious '
points of friction, especially as the power of the SS‘increased. .
By the mid-1930's, the Army felt that the Party was encroaching- %
on its grounds and there were growing signs of resentment over
the policy of Party‘ihdoctrination. Added to thls were growing
numbers of clashes between the Army and members of the SA and SS.:

Members of the SA and General SS were of course, subject to army

791bid., p. 67-71. Near the end of the war, the equivalant
of political commisars were being trained in special schools. ;
Like the Soviet commisars, they were tq be placed within the Army

to insure proper thinking and action.
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"é duty and during their tour, many SA and SS men began reportinz to*

their oraanizations s to the actions of thelr Army superiors.
! On Descerber 3, 1937, Rudolph Hess wrote a directive that, "...no

. Party members would be permitted to make reports on the Wehr-

]

i macht."80

The period between 1935 and 1938 was critical as can be

seen by another directive by General Blomberg which stated his

SR e

; hopes- that the 1hcidents could be corrected since théy were bad f
for civ}lian morale, There were increasing reports of Army en-. j
listed men being attacked by SS men and of Army officer cadets
being drdered;about‘by SS ‘men who claimed they had, "...police

authority over all'Gérmans,,and that includes soldiers." During {

a New Year's Eve celebration at Oranienburg, there occurred a

K mqssive brawl between local army and 8S units.81

Perhaps the friction between the Army and pre-war SS can

; best be seen from a statement by General Fritsch in 1935;

While 1t was possible...to achleve a good, in many
cases even confidential relationship with all of
: the officers of the Party, this was not the case
- with the SS. This may be, when seen from our side,
| ' because there was scarcely a single senior officer
who did not feel that he was being spied upon by
the SS. Also, it became known again that, contrary
to the expressed orders of the Deputy of the Fuhrer,
33 men who were serving in the Army had orders to
report on their superiors.

80Ibid09 po 79“83.

811p14., p..99-100.

82Ibid., p. 99; see footnote #76 for Hess' memo.,
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The formation of the Waffen-S3 led to a degree of confusion

on the part of the WehrW@cht officers and also led to mistrust

¥
i

within the German officer corps.83 The gradual but steady growth

-of the Waffen-33 and thelr eventual priority for equipment and 5

nev manpower call—ups helped to form this aura of'mistrust; the ;
growing power of the SD also caused a certain degree of anxiety ;
on the part of the Wehrmacht officers. As a rule, the SS men t
took a surerior attitude frém the orening days of the war., For

example, during the Polish campaign, anfss officer executed some f

Polish prisoners and a Wehrmachtﬂofficer had _him arrested.

Within a few days, the SS officer was released and the full im-
pact of the legal‘wranglings of such men as Brigadefuhrer Scharfeé'
and the Fuhrer's decree of August 17, 1938 became known through- g
out the Wehrmacht. The German Army which had tréditionally been ?
the arms bearer throughout German history naturally resented the E
new rival whose panzer divisions had an operating strength nearly;
double that of thevWéhrmachtfpanzer divisions and whose comman-

ders had more of a say so with Hitler than their own Chiefs of

Staff. The attitude of the SS was constantly thrown in the face

of the Wehrmacht as in 1942 when the SS-Ileithefte published an

article which sald in part,

T A 47 AN i

In the past politics and the Wehrmacht have unfor-
tunately often pursued divergent paths. The Waffen-SS

830tt6 Dietrich, The Hitler I Knew (London: Methuen and
Co., 1955), p. 92. Dietrich was Hitler's Reich press chief be-

tween 1933-L5,
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provides the first example of 1nd1ssolub1e unity
between the two, in that concept and sword are
welded into one and political determination brings
such strength to gge soldier's sword that it be-
comes invincivle,

In his book, Panzer Leader, General Heinz Guderian points

out the belief that Hitler formed the Waffen-SS divisions so that

;he could be independent of the Army. Guderian states that in the

§heat of the battles, the VWehrmacht and Waffen-SS units were com-

!i

T BRI S L T o

rades in arms, and he is careful to make the distinction between

gthe Waffen-SS and the SD units, 85 Other generals such as von

a

; Manteuff#]l wrote glowing reports during the war on the aetions
i of the Waffen-SS, yet in their post-war memoirs, they are careful

unot to mention the role of the SS units.

84puckheim, Op. Cite., pe 31l4-5.
85cuderian, Op. Clt., p. 242-3.
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CHAPTER VII
THE NSDAP - ITS HAKE UP AND STRUGGLE WITH THE EUREAUCRACY

I an including this section since the lnfluence and power
of the SS and its replacement of the Party, to such a degree, is

unusual in a totzalitarian state, We should then know éomething

»

1of the NSDAP and its struggle to achieVe andoma1ﬁta1n its power,

The NSDAP prlor to the seizure of power, was organized dif-

 ferently than the Soviet Communist Party, due to the different
. circumstances undcr'which~each,operated. In his famous work,

. "What is to be Done?" which was published in 1902, V.I, Lenin

nade clear the basic differences between himself and the Men-

sheviks, In that famous work, Lenin called for a dilsciplined

iparamilitary party which was made up of a group of professional
;'revolutionaries and which operated on a clandestine level, This

?typg of party was the logical result of the type of political

of communications all made the open, democratic parties imprac-
tical., As a result, the Communist Party kept its membership low

and its quality high, As a result of this policy, the Party

- was able to fulfill its required tasks and the only elite which

arose were the higher Party menbers,

T A 75 E RS e 8 i
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;éystem in which 1t operated; the Czar's secret police and controli
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available to him. Thus his party had to be organized along dif- |

Lg .
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The NSDAP grew and lived in.a differentvenvironmént however
for the weak Welmar Republic had to operate along democratic »

grounds. After the unsuccessful putsch in Munich, Hitler real- é

ot

ized that his best path to power lie with using the legal means

—

ferent lines; his chier lleutenant, Hermann Goering served as a
good public image, for, being an éx-war hero, he attracted Sup-‘
portvfrom many veterans and some members of the military. The.

Party platform which could be hegrd on street corners was direc- '
ted at those elements in society who were or‘who.felt they were -

o ﬁ !
disfranchised. As a result, the Party in the early days and just:

prior to the selzure of pbﬁer consisted of lower and lower-middle;
class elements as well as a few pseudo-intellectuals. The NSDAP z
could organize openly and its flrst storm troopers, the SA which ;
eventually numbered three million men.'ﬁaé made up to a large 2
degree of the unemployed and the unemployable. As a result of
the different environments, the differences between the Communis%
and the Nazi parties can easily be seen; the make-up of the Nazi'%
Party created problems for Hitler after he took power in 1933, !
In most tgtalitarian states, the role of the party 1is one
of sociallization of the masses and providing the future leaders,
Hitler, however, saw the state and party as having distinct and
separate functions. Hitler in 1935 said;
The fask of the state is: the continuation éf the
historically developed administration of the state
organization in the realm and throush the means of

law. The task of the party is first: development
of...stable cells of the National-Soclalist teach-

T
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: ing; second, the education of the total population - |
j in the sense of the National-Socialist idea; third, :
: the delivery of these gducated to the ‘state for its :
: leaders and followers.%0 : f
f The party was not to be the state, but it-merely was to provide';?
- leaders for the traditional state structure, While the party was
!- . . o 3
. to eventuwally provide leaders to the state, attempts to gain g
| o !
i power by the party membership were on the whole unsuccessful, i
: , i
¢ Whereas a large degree of Hitler's success at the polls was the - f
‘ : ]
: result of street demonstrations and brutal tactics against oppo-
§ sition parties, the NSDAP offered little in the way of construc-

; tive programs. The NSDAP on ‘the whole, preferred men of action

§ to men of thoughﬁ. Hitler's preference for followers can be seen
% when he wrote;

2 They (the German Bourgeoisie) never understood that

: the streneth of a political party lies by no means ;
: in the grzatest possible independent intellect of the ;
- individual members, but rather in the disciplined }
: obedience with wgich its members follow the intellec- ;
: tual leadership.©’ ~ §
% Since the NSDAP members were of lower or lower-middle class ori- ;

i
¥

z
gins, they were impatient of delays, laws and due process, "..all

of which stood between the 'popular will' and its achievement;"88:

86E.N. Peterson, "“The Bureaucracy and the Nazil Party," ;

The Review of Folitics, xxviii (April, 1966), p. 174. g
87 |
Hltle)", OE. Citog P “’570 :

88 - : ;
Peterson, Op. Cit., p. 172, §

i
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When the seizure of power took place, the éaft;vméﬁbéfg ran,

into tne burpaucracy which-had a long history and tradition of :

service to the State. The bureaucrat was a trained and conserva—;

{ tive element within the state and he often held a Masters or ‘

% Doctorate degree; thus with his special privileges, the bureéu- ;

; cratic group formed almost a class unto themselves and they had -
little in common with the man on the street.

*ﬁt”first, few bureaucrats joined the NSDAP after the séi-.

zure of power in 1933, but when it became clear that the NSDAP

would stay in-power, nmany bufeaucrats Joinedi the 'Party for rea- ;
sons of opportunity.89‘ Although many.positions and opportunitiesf
% were open to Party members, the low-educational level of the

older menmbers made their‘placemeﬁt'difficult. On the other band,'

the later Jjoiners consisted of many white collar workers, the ;
wealthy, and the ex-noble classes. These later groups could not %
be fully trusted and placed in high positions by the Party be-

cause they were seen as opportunists and not true believers. To

give high government offices to these late-comers would seem as ,

; reward while the older members would be left out in the Qold.90
L This inahility of the Party to place trusted individuals in high
state positions seriously weakened the Party's ability to govern

Germany. As a result, a further blow to the Party was dealt,

891p14., p. 172.

90E.N. Peterson, The Limits of Hitler's Power (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1969), p. 16=17.

;
!
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but the struggle by the Farty to gain bcﬁer within the State
machinery raged until 1943, .

The battle for power was especially strong from 1933-1937,
{ When various laws were passed which were designed to eliminate i
from the State machinery any elements Whieh'did not fit the i
¢ desired role or which could not support the National Socialist

's program whole-heartedly. Of course, the first,elements to be

e A 1 R e R b

eliminated were the Communist, Soclalist and Jewish supporters.l
With these individuals removed, beginning in 1933, the Party

nade several moves to fill key_poéitions, byt the Party members

R
T 0 B b A A

were little moresthan flgureheads and could easily be side-

stepped by the bureaucrats. Even on the highest levels of gov-

P A

ernment, of those Party members who entered Cabinet positions,
‘only half had the requiréd legzal training and the bureaucrats
continued to dominate the Cabinet. The only real victory, was
the need for Party approval for promotions from one grade to the

next.91 | ;

One of the salient features of a totalitarian regime is |

its high degree of centralization. Every aspect of 1life wlthin

'the-Stateympst be controlled and supervised so that not only'the§~

econonmy, but also the individuals cannot deviate from the norm.

Such a deviation can cause dissent, a questioning of practices

4
¥
3
3

s

B TP B R

91Péterson, "The Bureaucracy and the Nazi Party," Op. Cit.{
p. 174-5 ;
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and procedures; the dissenters must be eliminated from the main- ;
stréam of sccliety., To sustain centralization, a bureaucracy mﬁsté
te used, and since the Party could not fulfill this need in Ger- ;
many, other instruments had to be used, the first being the tra- |
ditional State bureaucracy. Hannah Arendt says that, "...the 5
Nazis simply retaihed the existing administration and deprived it%
of all power..."92 while the government lost much vower, the ‘
. bureaucracy and'its Qontinuingyuse of power would'séem to refute

this proposition. The bureaucracy did not, prior to Hitler's

k]

S A T R, S i i

seizure originate policy, but merely carried out policles decided!

§

by the legislative branch under the Weimar Republic. Hitler ’

displaced the legislative branch, but the bureaucracy continued
to function and it carried out Hitler's policies. There is

little doubt that had the war gone differently, better trained

- e 1 AP A N 5,

and educated Party members would have gradually replaced the é
traditional buréaucrady, yet the bureaucracy still had a great
deal of power until 1943,

As the Nazis attempted to centralize their control, and as2
various ministries and agencies surged toward Berlin, the lccal !
Party units often lost much of their influence. Instead of
turning to local administrators for funds, the Party would have

to go all the way to Berlin for grants and many farty officlals

92Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism, (New York:
World Publishing Company, 1969), p. 397.
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. Sauckel for nany years complained that the Reichstatthalter who

i v e
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~corrlained of having to cool their heels in various Berlin min-

istries., As Gauleiter Sauckel, Reichstatthalter in Thuringia

wrcte, o {
.+ (the Party virtues) initiative, decisiveness, !
and joy in responsinility, the best legacies from :
the firhting years, ere increasinely entangled in i
regulations &and formalities,?’ i

was supposedly the personal representative of HZitler, was nearly
powerless in his own area due to the increased centralization.

It is at. this point that the friction between the Party and the

I e L NS, A b R T

growing SS begins to hecone noticeable,rfor Sauckel complains of é,
Himmler's supreme police comm%nd in Berlin. .Prior to the seizureg
there was often difficulty between,Party members and the police, §~
yet the Party once in power, cculd not exact their revenge.94 %
In March, 1933, Heinrich Himmler, head of the SS, was named
by Hitler as provisional chief of police in Munich, and the SS_
began to penetrate the police forces. Within one year, Himmler

controlled every regional police forece in Germany and by June,

1936, he was made Chief of the German Police.95 As Chief of

Germen Police, Himmler and the SS succeeded in overriding the

93Peterson, "The Bureaucracy and the Nazi Party," Op, Cit.,!
p. 175-6. :

9uIbid.,»p.‘175-77.

95Nolte, Op. Cit., p. 391.

i
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t traditional bureaucracy and the Farty. This was the first in-

. stance in Cermany whele an organizatlion of the new regime super-

j ]

? ceded the State and it was due to the different level of member-
j ship which I shall discuss later.

Feanwhlile thevstruggle continued as the lilnister of the
j Interior, Frick, embarked on a canmpalisn to wrestle power from

' the centralized "monster" in Berlin and return power to the

. Landrat. He urged the principle of Selbsrverwaltung (local self-

igoVernmeﬁt) and gfter three years, a conpronise was worked out

? for a gréater degree of local auggnOmy.‘ According to this com~

% promise, the Farty would lead the peoplewand.have influence in -
fpolitical mattgrs, while the Landrat was given the task of state .
;administration. The loop hble concerninz the Party's influencs

. over political matters was closed by the fact that "Each was to

?keep out of the other's business.”96 Thus the Party was barred

o e ——

Efrom interferring in state affairs, hardly a positive factor in a

;totalitarian state.

Due to pressure from the Gauleiters, many of whom were old

;Party members, Fitler issued the "Decree of the Fuhrer for the
§Simplification of the Administration." Thls decree was an at-
;tempt to decentralize the Berliﬁ *monster." Due to thils decree,
%Berlin would merely co-ordinate plans and would not have to okay

glocalfrequests for funds, etc. This decree was never implemented

{ 96Peterson, "The Bureaucracy and the Nazi Farty," Op. Cit.,
{ p. 179-80, o
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:,of the Farty members, especially after Stalingrad. The Farty
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however, and the centralization gpew.97 | - 5

The situation within the Party became so bad that by 1945, |
Gauleiter Rover wrote that the Party had managed to survive only ;
because of its older members. These older members whom he i
claired were dedicated, merely had better connections close to i
Hitler so they could avoid much of the bureaucrzecy. Rover also
compiained that the Party had grown too quickly’and that many of
thé members were luke-warm in their beliefs and were not true -
Kational Socialists. The Farty élso lacked 1eadership and this g

led to inoompetenée and weakness when dealing with local problems’
, : i
and the bureaucracy. During the war, the Farty lost ground and

the populace was critiéal of the high standard of llving of many

also lost its influence in the Army and the Churches on the’

A T, o S 5 R S 1

whole, stayed relatively strong.98 ‘
Thus due ﬁo the'low level of intelligence of the hard core ?
membersvand the distrust of the late joiners, the NSDAP was not :
able to'penetrate the State bureaucracy. While the Party was f
declining, the SS organization was becoming stronger; Hitler and
Himmler saw the SS as’the true wave of the future. By 1937 the

NSDAP had sunk so low in its ability to cope with problems that §

971v1a., p. 181.

—————e————

. 981b1d- » p- : 181"3.
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iHitler caid, "I've totally lost sight of the organization of the §

:Party."99 :
: i

Jr———

T " AN

99Joseph'Nyomarkay, Charisma and Factionalism in the Nazl
Partzé £M1nnaapolis: University of iinnesota Press, 1967),
Pe. 138-40, . .
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CHAPTER VIII~
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THE DECLINE OF THE STATE MACHINERY

EOVRS

During thc time that Himmler was attempting to build up the
iSS, it was neeessary for Hitler to negate any powers of the tra_
%ditional'state machinery, Hitler naturally did not wish to share

any power with any governmental agency; he did, however, wish to

R e W e

i create a State machinery which would respond to his will. | g
The guccess.of Hitler towards this end was voiced by Himmlcré‘

. in & 1937 brochure entitled, "Dr, Wilhelm Frick and His Ministry.f

'In that brochure Himmler wrote, t.
The powers of the National Socilalist police force are
directed towards implementing the will of the leaders
of the State and the protection of people and State;
they are therefore necessarily based, not upon detailed
laws but upon the realities of the National Soclalist o
Fuhrer State and upon the duties allotted to 1t by the ;
leadership. i

Like the Wehrmacht, the police can act only in accor-
dance with the orders of the leadership and not accor-
ding to laws,100 ;

Himmler in the same year, went so far as to 6rder the SS teo
create a new,political order and hot merely to protect the old

one, Such a creation was responsible to and carried out,'"...

100progzat, Op. Cit., p. 188
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3only on orders of the lcadership.lo1 Thus Himmler felt that b&
| 193?. control of the State lay not in the traditional political

spherc, but in the hands of the SS,. : i
i » Wnen Hitler .came to power, his first year was spent attemp- i
-ting to "stabilize" the governmental structure, so as to eliminate

l
1opposition from the legislature, A major step towards this end

e b

_was the Enabling Act of 24 March, 1933, which was passed by a ;
ivote of 441 to 94, Because of this act, the legislature lost

AT i 4 L 5

%power to the cabihet, for the cabinet now had the power to, ...
g“de@art from constitutional prcvisionS'ahd #p interfere every- -
§wﬁere except in parliamentary institutions or with the~fcderai
chuncil.“loz Many of those who voted for the Enabling Act felt |
| that the safeguards within the Act would limit 1ts use. |
g The main safeguard wés that the Act was valld'only as long ?
gas the original federal cabinet was retained., The cabinet at tha&
i time contained only three National Soclalists out of twelve. The |
?cabinet was changed shortly, however, when one non-Natlional Social;
. 1st member was arrested for embezzlement and another reslgned.
%The Enabling Act stayed in effect, however, because various
;National Socialist lawyers fought to retain it. As one said,
It would belittle the significance of the great | §
event of national concentration 1f we were to ‘ !

enter upon a discussion of what would constitute
the premature end of the simplified legislative

101Bracher, Op. Clt., pe 354 4 %
102 |

Neumann, Ope Cito, Pe 51.
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proccss, whethcr tne replaccment of one person by
another in the cabinst or an-alteration of the
z political composition of the cabin:t.103

o .

i

? The fallure of the legislature to act declsively, while the
iNational.Socialists were still a minority, encouraged Hitler to é
épushvthrough‘thc Nationél Socialist Plebiscite Act of 14 July, s
§1933. This Act was more of a propaganda act than a constitution- .
ially valld act, but it served its purpose by decreeing that only :
éthe cabinet could submit an.intcnded enactment to the people, _As E
?this was interpreted by the National Sociallist lawyers, the peop1¢?
. could approve of an act after 1t‘was,enacteq, Even if 1t were !

:réjected by the people, it wotild still be valid bedause the
| Fuhrer embodlied the spirit of the people. 104

§ This Plebiselte Act. marks an 1mportant turning point since

1t openly refutiates the democratic principles of the Weimar (
;Republic and clearly shows the relationship of the Fuhrer to the

:

épeople. The lawlessness of the SA street flghts was now 1egalized‘

since the only criterion for the validity of an action was the

T RN 1

wlll of the Fuhrer,

N e R B

The Fuhrer's exact position, by 1938, was recognized even

by foreign observers, As James Pollock wrote,

The Fuhrer alone has the power and the responsibility o
for the measures taken by the Third Reich.1°5

1031b1dc, Pe 52—30

1O“Ibid., Pe 54-5.

? 1osJames Kerr Pollack, The Government of Greater Germany
(New York: D, Van Nostrand Coe, INC.s) DPe 736
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rhe ‘Relchstag wa;gin an inferior position when Hitler was in

powor. It was little more than a cneering section, but its one
106

function was to maintain an air of representation for the people.

:attacked the local congresses, On 30 January, 1934, the statute,
é"to‘reconstitute the Reich" destroyed the state diets by trans-
%ferring td the Reich, all sovereignlpqwer. One year later, the
Eéame action was taken againét the municipal dlets, so that with-
1n two years, complete centralization beyond law had taken place?
While the Reichstag was under fire, the.courts were also

attacked. The courts -like the Reichstag;did'not have a long his-

R BT TP SR O

gtory of independence. Prior to the Republic, they had a history
iof serving the Kaisar rather than the people. They were con-
wstantly having to yield to the influence of the Army and Civil
Scrvice. .

ess@ VEIy close link existed between the leaal pPro-

fession and the state machinery, so close that on

the average one Jurist in two became a state offia

cial, and over half of all senior civil servants
were law graduates,

As with the Reichstag, Hitler was beyond the law as he de-
fmanded all judges to swear obedience and loyalty to.hlmself. As
he said on 13 July, 1934;

1061bid., pe 78-9.
107Neumann’ 0 M Cito’ p' 55.

1osﬁlchard Grunberger, The 12 Year Reich (New York: Holt,
tﬁinehart & Winston,) p. 116-7,

Hitler did not stop with the reduction of the‘Reichstag, but

)
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Gernan nation and therefore 1 was the supreme law
lord of the Geruman people.

Gradually under Hitler;

all judicial powers have been transferred from the

states to the Reich, and all judicial officers have

become Reich officials.l110

the transfer of the courts to the Reieh, and with the Reich-
becoming a rubber stamp, any effective checks on Hitler be-
all but impossible,

The SS wasfnot long in keeping its inflﬁence,out»af‘the

. courts, By 1939§ﬁthe SS magazin;, "Schwarzeg Korps" assumed an
unofficial watch%On‘the Ministry of Justice., The Ministry of
Justice officially published its own exchanges with the
‘“Schwarzes Korps™ on confeﬁtious court decisions. Many times the

*Schwarzes Korps" took the Ministry to task on decisions.lll

More basic methods were used to bring the legal profession
line with the will of the Fuhrer. '

All practising lawyers were grouped together in the

- Nazi Lawyers Assoclation, the 'honor courts', of

which were armed with formidable disciplinary powers:
members failing to 'Hell Hitler' faced severe repri-
mands; those who falled to vote in Relchstag elec-

tions and pleblscites were excluded from the bar,112

109p0110ck, Op. Cit., p. 85.
11012&9;’ p. 86,

1116rumbergar, Op., Cit., p. 119.
12y444,, p. 118,

v e————
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""In tnis hour, I was responsible for the fate of the
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2 On 15 April, 1940, the RSHA, the Reich Security Office of ; |
{the SS, felt safe ‘enough in its power to decree that: |

The leg2al validity of State Police regulations does

not rest on the Relcn President's ordinance of 28
February, 1933, for the Protection of People and

State; the powers required by the Gestapo for the
-execution of all measures necessary to their task

stenm not fron specific laws and ordinances but fron the
overall niczion ”119btaﬁ to the Geroan police in
general end tne Gostapno in particular in connection
with the reconstituulon.ol the lational Socizlist o
State, 17 :

T DL 0 SRS D - ANy s b o
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:In short then, the Gestapo's power was based purely on the will of

.the Fuhrer. While SD lawyers continued to Justlfy actions in

1egal terms, such actions were only deslgned to pacify certain

elements of the German populace,

§ . !

i As Martin Broszat wrote,

The State legal system having lost its authority
and the State administration machine its indepen-
dence as a result of the impact of the Fuhrer's
authority, the Fuhrer was able to invest this
new executive fron time to time with the rights,
prerogatives and privileges of an officlal or-
ganization without at the same time sublecting
it to established state rules,

SR

AT A 45

The historical significance of the SS was that, in its
capacity of Fuhrer's executive, it became the real

and essentlial instrument of the Fuhrer's authority.11“ :
' The proof of this view, was the fact that on 24 August, 19#3;

. Minister of the Interior Frick was demoted to Reich Protector of

;Bohcmia and Moravia and Himmler was given his job, Hlmmler thus

A P s i

113Brdszat, Ope. Cit., pe 190,
1147p1d,, p. 191,
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écame}to contrdl, aside from the SS, the German eivil-service i
%and annexed territories as well as the Party machinery, since
%the Gauleiters were governmental employees, Thus through the. ﬁ
QWaffen-SS Himmler reached into the Wehrmacht, and he became the g
%political chief of the Reich Ministry of Justice,l13 i

4
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115Neumann, Op. Clt., p. 540,
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CHAPTER IX
LEADING PERSONALITIES WITHIN THE THIRD REICH

There can be no doubt that certain individuals within the

Third Relch had varying effects on not only the development of

i the SS, but the functioning of the State as a wholeiy: Himmler's

e

R T 2

personality and organizational ability when coupled with that of

 the head of the SA, Ermst Rohm, prior to the 'Night of the Long
;Knives,' naturaliy~helped to determine the degree of success of

the SS, After Hitler managed to consolidate his position, after

the SA leadership was decapitated, after the Army was brought

‘under his‘control through General Blomberg, Hitler's world, and
}those men who influenced Hitler and helped to run the State,

fbegan’to close into an ever-decressing circle,

Unfortunateiy, this circle was all but destroyed during the
final days of the Third Relch and the Nuremberg executioné.
Neither Dr. Goebbels nor Reich Marshall Goering nor Himmler him-
gself survived these events, and ﬁartin Bormann, if he is alive,
certainly 1s not in a position to publish his memoirs. Thus

reliable sources are narrowed to a small field, primarily the

! memolrs of Albert Speer and General Guderian. Using these men's

Rmemoirs and opinions, let us look at the men who were close to

through their influence on Hitler,

o R et o TR BSOS T ST R

o LI Y,
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:

 Hitler and who had either real power or a chance at it 1nd1rect1y§

¥
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Heinrich Himaler
Because of hig control over ‘the SS, Himmler; aside from
letler, was . in all probablility the mbst powerful man in Germany.

| . , .
At times, Hitler may have felt that Himmler's ideas were a bit
i ‘

ﬁ

and obedience and Hitler viewed the SS as his private force

“unrealistic, but Hirmmler showed Hitler almost perfeect devotion

which could be relied upon in every situation.

If we take 'a look at the 5S, we see that" Himmler 8 mind was

G A TR TR

a combination of the absurd and the pragmatic. His desires to
repOpulate the East with German peasants and to found frontier-
tlike outposts against the Asiatic hordes,vseems in ‘direct contra-
?diction to the mind whiohﬁinstituted the complex and effective :

files kept by the Gestapo and SD, or the high esprit 4' corps of

the Waffen-SS main divisions.

General Guderian viewed Himmler aé, "the most impenetrable

s T b e

gof all Hitler's disciples, ...his imagination was all the more :
gvlvid and even fantastic. He seemed like a man from some other ?
;planet n116 Yet Speer who dealt with Himmler more often, but in
ig different eapacity,Aviews Himmler as, ", ..a sober minded’ reallst
?who knew exactly what his far-reaching political alms were,..His
goffice worked with the precision of a well-oiled machine -~ which

was probably an expression of his dwn personality.”117 This dis-

A NIRRT 1 e i i T L T

é 7116Guderlan’ 02. 01to’ Pe 37“0 | . ) ;

117Albcrt‘Spcer, Inside the Third Reich (New York: MacMillan
;& CO., 1970)’ p; 444.‘ ;
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aorepancy 1n views can, 1n part, be accounted for in the difference

1n each man's contact with Himmler on a day- to-day basis. With

the elirination of the SA as a power factor, and with the 1ncrease

gin fleld strength ofthe Waffen-SS, the only armed group left te

was certainly no friction what.so-ever in the front 1ine"118 pe.

e e

ulines.

Both Hitler and he (Himmler) distrusted the Army,
for their intentions were dark, and there always
existed. the danger for them that if the- Army r;
cognized them in time, it might have resisted, 19

ber of the dinner circle which hovered about Hitler., When he dld

s T

come into the inner circle though, lying to Hitler was not beyond
ihim. For example, Speer had proof that the SS was building
§secret concentration camps and stocking them with both foreign

Eand German labourers. Many of these labourers were being pulled

T T S

from industries where they were badly needed and Speer brought
thls fact to Hitler's attention. When questioned by Hitler about
this, Himmler denied the report and Hitlef was placated - the

. camps contlnued.lzo

1180tto Skorzeny, during interview, Sept. 1972,
119Guderian, Op. Cit., P. 375.
1208})801‘, Op. Cite, Pe uu5—6.

iresist any expansion by Himmler was the Wehrmacht. While, "there§

§

tween the Wehrmacht and the Waffen-SS, this was not so behind the%

While Hirmler was: 1oya1 to Hitler, he was not a regular mem-z
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“Hizmler did remain high in Hitler's prestige but after his

i
‘assuming control of the Vistula Army Grcup and 1ts subsequent
gfailurc to stop the Soviet advance, Himmler'lost'somc favor 1n. ‘
iﬂltler's eyes, although «7.e..everyone still feared;ﬂimmler."lzl é
; v Hartin Bormgnn %
' The concensus Opinioﬂyon Eormann, unlike Himmler, is uniform.?
gPutting it bluntly, "No one in the party was so hated as Bormanﬁga
éBy constantly being next td Hitler, carrying out his wery wish o
z'éxyn_d;c«oxz:anand and working hard, Bormann managed to push his way 1nté

1 » f
every facet of Hitler's life, He was in charge of Hitler's ¢
&
' personal finances, his date bock, his correspondence and who could
gand could not see Hitler, Eventually by screening those who saw

%Hitler, Bormann managed»tofsuccessfullyv"edit" the,news'nhioh

LR A 15 AR S W i
.

%rcached Hitler, Bormenn could not keep out Himmler, Goebbels,
%Speer~or'other powerful men, but he could keep out various

' Gauleitlers and other party officials. ) :

General Guderian viewed Bormann-as, "next to Himmler, the

Nt e

)most sinister member of Hitler's entourage,"123 who hated the

i;army and did his best to keep all "decent" people from seeing

Hitler.12¥ |
Bormann had & constant battle with Dr. Goebbels, Speer, and

1211bid., pe 506 | :
@ 1221014,, p. 552,

123Guderian, Op. Cit., p. 376.
12% 114, , po 376-7.

P ARy R G O T L




68

S R e AL R 5 L RN AN AR A NS ot SR s O

to a leqser degree Goering, to vie for favorite positions vis-a-

R

.vis Hitler. Because of his cloqe proximity to Hitler, he ;
;mana ged eventually to report varlous situations to Hitler and §
ioffer an "objective” solution. If Hitler would agree, Bormann S
;would write lengthy memos whlch would carry Hitler's sandtion. ‘ i
§Accord1ng to Speer, "de facto, “ormann was conducting the 1nterna1

affairs of the Reich,"125

R

Although he managed to reach a stage where he ceuld have a | ;

: serious effect on certain State matters, his unpopularity and

;lack ofW1ntelligeﬁce126 seriously hampered him,

T3 R

Dr. Goebbels

O — -

Like Borméhn, Goebbels was a long time follower of Hitier

;and'stayed with him until thevvery end in Berlin, Unlike Bormann,'

EGoebbels was qulte intelllgent and managed to meke Hitler lauwh,
"a tralt which endeared him to Hitler and his dinner circle,

écoebbels worked constantly to get rid of Bormann and sought allies
‘on all fronts, but Guderian viewed him as a dangerous demagogue
- and a skilled and clever speaker who lacked the courage to stand
éup to Hitlcr(lz? The problem with this comment on Goebbels!'

écouxagg, is that neither Bormann, Speer nor Goering stood up to

- Hitler; few men possessed Guderian's convictions or courage,

Like Goering, but not to the same degree, Goebbels indulged

_re

1255peer, Op. Oit. p. 302,
1261114,, p. 301,
127Gudertan, Op. Clt., p. 376.
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hlmself 1n variou~ plnaqurQQ, the ‘most common being the seduction -
i {

;of unknown acﬁresses; but again, his ability to entertain and :
?flatter Hitler kept him in favor deSpiﬁe Bormann’s efforts.128 , %
% Hermann Goering , | E
; . Anotner early follower of Hitler's, Goering was a fighter |
;pilot ace in WOfld Wwar I and brousht a. certaln amount of prestige '

zto the NSDAP when he joined. Between bouts with drugs, Goering

‘was responsible for the developnent and growth of the Luftwarfe.,

I R a3 S 1

{After its development and initial suceesses, however, he succumbedi

to' his power and wealth, as well "ss drugs, and retired to Karin

Hall to fondle his jewels and ogle his paintings.129

Goebbels often tried to enlist Goering's aid in his struggle
with Bormenn, but his fear of Hitler caused him to fluctuate,

- As Goering was in large part responsible for the fallures at
' Dunkirk, the Battle of Britain and Stalingrad, he sunk slowly

1

?1ntb'drugged stupor which was not reversed until after the wara

Speer felt that Goering "would have been the only person whose

authorlty and popularlity Hitler would have had to reckon with 130&

1but his actlivity and attitude during the war can best be reflected

_ .
by an incident in August of 1944, when Hitler in Generals Jodls

- and Guderian's presence addressed Goering in the following termszg

1285peer, Op. Cit., p. 312-3.
129Guderian, Op. Cits, p. 372-3.
130g56er, Op. Cit., p. 605.




T Goering! The Luftwaffe's doing nothing, It is T
i no longer worthy to be an independent service, ' o
; And that's your fault. You're lazy. !
éAt that point, Goering was quiet and began to cry. | %
% General Guderian & Albert Speer i
5 I do not feel that personality breakdowns on General Guderian
] |
;or‘Albcrt Speer are in order becaucse Guderian, while ocutspoken, :
%was in and out of official positions too often to build up a
%sound position and Speer, while an able Minister, controlled :
i | |
iabsolutely no armed force, and was relatively unknown to the i
public, Thus the pressures they 'could bring to bear would be at §
i best irratice | i
%
!
¢

;

131Guder1an, Op. Cit., p. 373,
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CONCLUSIOR ,
Now the question must be asked, "What does all this mean?”
Does all this prove anything?"” Let us sunuarize the preceding
sections and see what the answer is.

Firstly, it is clear that Himmler had a clear idea of what

;the role of the Ss wae to be Lnﬂthc new Germanyg It was to pro-
 vide the future leaders whovere to captain industry, finance,
 farming, politics.and army. From the pick of the German'populay
ftign, the purest,Aryans were to be selectively bred‘and trained
:so they could contihue the work begun by Hitler and lead Germany
' into a new Golden Age. Hitler, on the other hand, seemed to
jgradually grow a dréém; he flrstly_saw.the SS as & party pollce
- force, but as time went on, as the SS under the careful guldance

. and loyalty of Hinmler grew, Hitler saw the SS as the tool he

could always rely upon., Here was an instrument forged from his

' will for his use; here was the sword which would do away with the
intellectuals and old noble class who had shunned hirn and whom

‘he mistrusted,

The SS was not to be part of the German masses, but was
rather to be bred and trained to lead, to ever cause awe and an
image which‘the German people could look to, Hitler's trust of
the'SS needs no further proof than the fact that it was the SS

who guarded his person, up to the very end,

4

1SR RN 05 S F AR TR S S R SR SN S IR R 8 s IR T R e, T S e gk 3 p— P L VG SR X BT 5T

R N R M, Sl . . O 3 12

R 2 A 0 v

A N A L




T i

'{ ately above the rabble of the SA, for if standards were relaxed,
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%bést and that it would be separated from the masses, a compli-

; cated recruitment and set of requirements were set up.. of

Gestapo agent, created by Himmler}s right hand man, Heydrich,

- was designed to set the agentS'apart.b

- the elite charascter of the SS would be lost,

' recrults had to be found. The fact that the General SS was
f'drafted into the Wehrmacht was not all negative, for a glance at

' the diary of Wilhelm Pruller will show that the political indoc-

72
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Secondly, to insure that the SS would draw only from the

course, not all of the SS was submitted to thege standards; the

N S e e

Gestapo sectlon was a local and secret police agency which was

s

forced to mingle with the masses, so the standards had to dbe :

flexible, but at the same time, the black trench coat of the

The General SS and especially the pre-war Ve?gugungStruppe

SS had to pass rigid physical staﬂ&ards. It was lmportant in
both Hitler's and Himmler's minds, that the SS be placed immedi-

o 355 D S 5 AP e T ke

A problem did srise when the war broke out, for the General

SS was largely swallowed by the Wehrmacht, and the Veggﬁgung-

' strupvne SS - now renamed the Waffen-SS - was rapidly expanded and

trination received prior to the war was carried into the Wehr- !
macht units and this politicalizing had to have an effect on the %
other men.. While new recruits did not receive the political in-
doctrination of .the Verfugungstruppe SS, the Waffen-.SS wés 

always clearly noted as an elite section, with its own Judicial

systen not subject to Wehrmacht controi.
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, Gettlng back to the training of the Verfugungstruppe SS,

1t was intended to produce a closeness unequalled in the Wehr-
{macht. The complex initiation rights coupled wifh,the length of
time required té,galn the various badges and insignia were de.

: slgned to reinforce the elite psyche of the SS,

There can be no doubt that the SS was viewed as an elite

”gtoup, both by the genersl public and §p¢ 0ld noble classes and
| d1senfranchised intelligensia who/flocked/éo both the General SS

and the SD branches,

Thirdly, if we look at the various branches 'of the 'S8, we -
cen see that there was no aspect of public or private 1life that
the SS did not control or 1nvest19ate. Politics, religion, gen-
eral poliece work, undercover police work, the press, the NSDAP,

foreign territories, matters of German legality, economics,

. general security, secret weapons, forelgn relations, munitions,-

. the secret service and front line seéurlty (including Wehrmacht

intelligence and desertions) were all in the hands of the SS,
No law, no legal barrier stood in the way of the SS; aside from

over 500,000 men in uniform, the SS had countless informers in

’both prlvate 11fe and governmental positions,

An important question arises when we look at SS-Wehrmacht
frictions, At the front lines, especially as the war went on,
Wehrmacht units were more than happy to have Waffcn-ss unit3~
next to them. Behind the lines there was friction, for not only
did the SS men feel superior and not only did the "Head-Hugtgrs"

have unquestioned authority, but also the Wehrmacht officers
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éreéented the priority glven to the Waffen-SS for men and material.é
fo the end of the war, only the Waffen-SS tank divisions were ;
seffect1Ve, for the Panzer divisions when smashed were given lower ;
?prioritles'for refitting, - | - !
é We must now ask a hypothetical question to further test the é
gpower of the S8S: could the Wehrmacht units have disarmed the

I il 3

éWafren-SS‘units? It's a difficult question, but I would say no,
'§flrstof all, there was no Wehrmacht central command; General §
iKeitel_was not capable of independent action; General Hodel
showed himself & capable officer but again, 8fraid to face Hitler -
:or‘thefssxmén around him; General Guderlan was a strong men and
;perhaps capable of ection, but could he have co-ordinated Wehr-

; S %
i macht action before the SS‘reacted. Since the SS~controlled'com-

D A
.

i munications and the intelligence service, action of this sort 7
iWould have been difficult. Even if Germany had:won the war, there
‘1s the problem of disarming the Waffen-SS units, Himmler would
have been reluctant to do so, and the action of Sepp Dietrich in |
'Hungary showed that he was fully capable of independent action, 5
éeven against Hitler, It 1s difficult for any group, especially
‘én elite group to subﬁit to orders which would endanger or lower
' thelr standing.

Next we come to the NSDAP and the struggle with the
, vbureaucracy. It 1s clear that the Party proved itself unable to
assume positions of power mainly because the oldesf members, and

therefore the most relisble were ill-suited to the struggle with

- the bureaucracy., Also, Hitler saw the Party, like the SA, as a

R ) o AR T wher LA R T T T O ST SO T
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gtool to reach his goal, and once reached to be left alone. 'The '
Party struggled with and lost its battle with the State bureau- |
cracy because Hitler did not give it the supvort it needed, But ‘
!when the struggle was finished, Himmler was made Minister of the i
iInterlor,'and at one blew, the Party, the State bureaucracy and i‘
éthe State Judicial systen came under his direct control,  Again, :
| ‘Himmler movcd 1n and began to consolidate his control,. é
W1th the Wehrmacht Party, and State bureaucracy weakened,

gwho could have offered serious rgslstance to the S8 within the

}Sﬁaté? Could Dri- Goebbels, Bormann or Goerinhg? 'Thé answer is-a
Fcléar no. Why? .Firstly, if Hitler had died,; a poweér struggle

. for his replacchent would‘have taken piace. Bormann could not

ﬁhave won, because he was hated by Dr. Goebbels, Goering, Himmler
and the Wehrmacht, It is possible that either Goering or Dr.

Goebbcls could have "seized the Crown™ but, what real, concrete

ipower did they have? Did either of them have 500,000 men under

farms, or the State machinery in thelr back pocket? Goering was %
openly laughed at in the streets and what could Dr. Goebbels do to
acommand respect; what could he do to enforce his laws? The single
man who held the4trump card was Himmler; Speer said that everyone§
:feared him, and what could they do to him? If he were eliminated:

, the head of the Gestapo or Dietrich could step in and they haé

L 3 S AT s

power,

It is true that Himmler was not part of the dinner eircle

B Ty T 8 A5

which included Dr. Goebbels and Bormann, but while they were at

. each other's throats, while Dr, Goebbels amused Hltlef, Himmler %
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iconsolidated hils hold on the occupled territories énd,the Gestapo é

9
grew.

% Therc was one man wno could cower Himmler, and that was ‘
:Hltler himself, but while Himmler was not the bravest of men, he %
;i showed himse1f capab1e of independent action, when he forced i
iskilled Germsn labourers into his factories and wheh he sent

: out 1ndependent peace feelers to the Allies.

or coursc, this 1s all speculation, but the fact remains that
§the SS (1) trained its pcrsonnel to assume responsibility and @

S

‘command,_(z)‘it controlled everyxvital funct¥on of the State and
(3) unlike the SA or the NSDAP, there was leadership in depth
!1n.1ts rankse It was posqible for the Wehrmacht to move against

' the SS, but such a move would have torn the entire German Reich

e S A

capart., The Wehrmacht showed itself 1noapable of such independent :

. action and there was simply no power base strong enough to root

out the SS from German soclety until the entire Reich crumbled,

. With its front line divislions smashed, the factories in ruins :
and occuplied by foreign powers, the SS died, but within Germany

until 1945, it was sovereign,

e
e e e 1
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¢ Reichsfuhrer SS-

30berstgruppenfuhrer

: Obersruppenfuhrer

. Gruprenfuhrer ’

; Brigadefuhrer

t Oberfuhrer-
Standartenfuhrer

. Sturnbtahnfuahrer
' Hauptsturnfuhrer
. Obersturmfuhrer
‘ Untersturnfuhrer
Sturmscharfuhrer
: Hauptscharfuhrer
‘Oberscharfuhrer
Uﬂtﬁrscharfuhrer
: Rottenfuhrer
‘Sturmmann
! Obersehutze
: Schutze

Source:

- Qbersturnbannfuhrer
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 APPENDIX # III
TABLE OF SS- RANKS

BRITISH ARMY
(Approx. equivalent)

" Pleld Marshall

General

Lieutenant General
Ma jor General
Brigadlier »

- Senior Colonel

Colonel '
Lieutenant Colonel
Ma jor

Captain

Lieutenant

2nd Lieutenant

Regimental Sgt., Major

Sergeant Major

Quartermaster Sergeant

Sergeant
Corporal

Lance Corporal
Senior Private
Private

‘UNITED STATES ARMY

(Approx. equivalent)

General of the Army

General
Lieutenant General
Major General

Brigadier General

Senior Colonel
Colonel
Lieutenant Colonel
Ma jor

Captain

1st Lieutenant

.2nd Lieutenant

Sergeant Major
Master Sergeant
Technical Sergeant
Sergeant

Corporal

Corporal

Private First Class
Private

Heinz Hohne, The Order of the Death's Head, p. 652.
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