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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

( There is undeniably a great negative element, in the history of the South
in the thirty or so years preceding the Civil War, which prevented Southern
|society from realizing the promise of a native cultural greatness. It would be
difficult to find in world hlstory a society so intensely occupied with a single
problem, such as that which doginated the mind of the ante-bellum South. And
the magnitude of her problem had few antecedents; no historian attempting to
[see the problem of slavery through contemporary Southern eyes can help but be
impressed by its dimensions, Even hindsight, ironiecally, opens up only a part
of the solution, for the dilemma of slavery days has only been partislly di-
fuinished, while our conscicusness of its subtle complexity has expanded. Armed
though he is with an abiding sympathy, however, the historian cannot escape the
conclusion that the issue was failed, and that the reaction which succeeded
|etilled creative intellectual and cultural forces, disfiguring the mormment of
Southern achievement. Thus Clement Eaton speaks of a retrogressive looking to
Ta fictionalized romantic past compiled of fancy and tinged with Sir Walter Scott
notions of feudalism--a sad contrast to the vitality of Northern culture with
its welter of "isms," signs of intellectual fermerrb.lL Ferment certainly marked

the South at the same time, but it brought forth little that was positive.

1Clement Eaton, "The Resistance of the South to Northemn Radicalism,"
[New England Quarterly (June 1935) B1215-31, pp. 218-22,
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Unlike transcendentalism, or the plainer reforwlsm, the proslavery doctrine was
not an achlevement, but rather the lifeless residue of reaction,)

Our historicism has little use for classical analogy., There is no recourse
in this instance to Sparta and Athensj for only too quickly the grand generali-
zation that the ante<bellum South was an era of reaction, begins to break under
the first strain of scrutiny. ! The proslavery doctrine was not successfully ime
posed to stifle all independence of thought, It is important, of coursé s to
understand the significance of the intellectual regimentation supposed to have
been imposed by Calhouns and McDuffiesy but it is equally necessary to recognize
the appearance of dissent. Virginia tried the question of emancipation in 1832;
Tennessee was on the verge of doing so in 183L./ Year after year in Maryland
donations poured into the American Colonization Society in the hope that that
organization held the answer to putting an end to slavery. (In the mountain
regions of North Carolina and Virginiz opposition to slavery was never silenced.
Surpassing all was the spectacle of over twenty years of debate in Kentucky,
vwhere final acceptance of the existing situation was not rendered by outspoken
indapendent minds until 1850.2)

The survival of independent thinking on the question of slavery in the
Upper South was no doubt due to the fact that there the problem was not as
great, It is a simple matter to understand why South Carolina and Mississippi
could not begin to eonceive of a solution to the 'Negro question.' Farther

§Stabiatics on the number of free Negroes help considerably to explain
the fate of antislavery movements in the various States of the Upper South.
Virginia had 54,333 in 1850, Maryland 7,723, Tennessee 6,422 and Kentucky
10,011, J. G. Randall, The Civil War and Reconstruction (Bostons D. C., Heath
& Coey /c.1937/), 51. Virginia found the odds insuperable. Maryland, so overw
awed by her problem, clung to colonization with a desperate and irrational
faith, Tennessee, independently of Virginia's example, still had the courage

Lto raise the guestion of emancipation,
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north, however, the number of Negroes was much smaller, and the dependence of
the regional economy upon slavery was far from complete.

(A further reason why Kentuckians could think it possible to do withou
slavery was the potent example of her neighbor, Ohios while Kentucky imported
axs~handles, it was observed, Ohio was constructing steam enginas.3 Many
believed that Kentucky could and ought to emulate Ohio., Such men were most
likely to be Whigs, for the development of a healthy measure of commerce and
industry was a major Whig daaign.l‘)Just how general the desire was to see
Eentueky grow apace of her Northern sisters is illustrated by the passage, in
the 1835«6 session of the Kentucky Legislature, of over eighty acts concerning
the development of railroads, streams, and roads.’ Governor Netcalfe gave this
aspiration general definition in 1831: "It is believed to be a second maxim in
political economy, that national wealth consists in the most enlarged and varied
capacity to acquire the necessaries and comforts of 11&.*6 (The most common
explanation of the disparity between the two states was the presence of slavery
in Kentucky in contrest to free labor in Ohioe. Slavery, then, could be con-
sidered a great economic evil, and the evidence indicates that it was widely
thought so0,.)

Xg;icnltural reformm led by Edmund Ruffin of Virginia did ring a return to
prosperity, culminating in the good years 1850 to 1860. But in comparison with
the thriving Southern frontier areas, the 0ld South was still in relative stag-
nation., Reference to Northern economic energy could still have effect. Clement
Eaton, Freedom of Thought in the 0ld South (New York: Peter Smith, 1951), Lé.

l*Kantueky proponents of a more diversified economy did not necessarily thinld
of making their State over into a replica of industrial New England, for they
could not escape the fact that Kentucky was bound to remsin essentially an agri-
cultural state, William E, Connelley and Ellis M. Coulter, History of Kentuc
és vols., edited by Charles Kerr, Chicago: American aiatorica“s’o‘gatf,mjg,
1739,

5Tbid., 2372L.
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[ Looking south, Kentucky appeared to enjoy all the disabilities of a slave
state without any of the advantages. She had slaves, but might just as well do
without them.! For this reason, identification with the South Carolina South
was frequently resented. Adoption of the radical view of slavery would have
been unnatural; the proslavery gospel had no audience in Kentucky. When radi-
cal South Carolina spoke of standing against the Union, this sbsence of a
common interest inclined many Kentuckians to fear for the fate of the Union
with genuine passion. )

( Remnents of the old Virginia liberalism held out west of the mountains
throughout the ante-bellum period, sustained in part by reports of ruthless
practices in the Deep South plantation regions. Slaveowners would take pride
in the softness of the 'peculiar institution' farther north, and ths contrast
would be heightened by the occasional appearance of a south~bound coffle of
slaves, Where slaves meant less as property, they would be thought of less as
propertys the humanity of the slave would be felt more in Kentucky than in
Mississippi. The Notes on Virginia would not be neglected in Kentucky;

Jefferson would become &n authority for those concerned to defines the character
of a slaveholding society which was patently distinct from that of the Lower
South,

These, then, were the bases of dissent in Kentucky: the relatively small
mmber of slaves, the minority position of the slaveholding interest, evidences
that slavery was unprofitable, ths example of Ohio, a certain antagonism toward

ﬁKertbuclq had 192,470 slaves in 1849, and they were concentrated mainly in
eleven of the 96 counties in the State., Fifty five counties had a slave popu-
lation of between 500 and 1,500, Observer and Reporter, Jamary 2L, 18L9.
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the Lower South, and lumanitarian liberalism. These elements would help inspird
and sustain a surprisingly tenacious opposition to slavery. }

(Thﬁ Kentucky antislavery movement is the story of Kentuckians' awekening to
the full dimensions of their dilemma. It is only when the inevitable conse~
quences of emancipation are apprehended by the publie that the movement is
complete-~for it is essentially the story of a movement toward greater
consciousness. Hence it will be important to watch for a growing awareness of
realities in the evidence that is laid out more or less chronologically in the
following pages. The weight of this evidence has made it necessary to show in
what ways the quality of Kentucky antieslavery thought was not econstant, The
bases of dissent, sketched above, were indeed present from beginning to end./
For example, the matter of race, it will be noticed, was always in evidence.
Here was, of course, the most important factor in the entire movsment., But
the relative prominence in the earlier years of philosophieal and religious
objection to slavery is practically demonstration enough that the race question
had not matured. As it gradually dawned on Kentuckians just what emancipation
would mean, the basis of discussion necessarily shifted to the more concrets
question of economics. By the time the query "What is to become of the freed
People of Colour?' was raised in its full implications, the moral question was
practically dead; when put to the vote, even the potent objection that slavery
was retarding material prosperity could do little toward allaying the collapse
of the antislavery impulsae.

The respective roles of the ministry and of the colonization effort
require special investigation. Church leadership was most promising in the




early years, for it offered a means for an organized campaign which could
maintain standards of moral justice in the face of growing conscicusness of
hard reslities, The cilmrches could invoke a portion of courage (an& in some
instances heroism) from both indivicéaals and from the public as a whole. But
it would indeed be & treacherous pathj tco much or too little done or said by
the ministers could doc great damage to the cause. Hence the significance of
the extremism of & James G, Bimey, and of the enfeebling passiviem which re-
action to Blrney forced upon such a man as John C, Young,.

Just as important to this study of a public coming to know its problem will
be the colonization movement. ilere, for a change, little in the way of develops
ment will be apparent. From first te last, all demanded removal of emancipated
Negroes. While the demand will grow no louder, however, it will attain new
significance in the end when it comes to represent the deciszion of the community
to avoid the erucisl act of sacrifice which alone could have put an end to
alavery., We must ask, then, in what way colonization contrimuted to the
emancipation movement, and how it was a stifling infiuence, as Birney maintaineq
How did it serve to protect and promote discussionj how did it affect the publiq
conscience?

The career of Cassius Clay forms a major subject of discussion in its own
right. In his attempt to create an antislavery party, he stirred a wide publicy
for or against his idess. Ve are concerned with the consequent demoeratization
of antislavery thought. In the fateful year 1815 the public aspoke out and
continued to do so until the great and final test of the guestion of slavery
in 1849. The discussion became elemental and highly practical; men spoke now
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of exncipation in terms of dollars and cents, and people were shaken by the
idea of the Negroes 'turmed loose on the country.! There is virtue in realiam;
but what was the effect of the earlier idealisn having gone silent?v The
narrative covering these years will of itself raise this last question. Clay
almost alone will seem to understand the one practiecal way out which only
idealism could indicate and concrete self-intersst endow with conviction. His
prevision of the racisl adjustment, whieh historical hindsight shows was
possible, if painful, was remarkable, Only, he could not communicate this to
nis audience, for, having concentrated on the economic argument, he had
neglected higher aspscts of the question until too late. And then must be
appended something on Clay's personal motivations, This is required by a
difference of interpretation: one says he was only out to promote Cassius Clayyd
while another believes that he was spurred on by virtus triumphant in a godly
breast,

When the lesson was complete, or nearly 80, i.2., in 1849 when the Stste
went to the polls where the question of emancipation was up for a decision, an
informed public delivered its conclusion. Xentucky antislavery thought had
become comnon property through a process of change over some twenty years of
exposure to discussion, What wes superfluous was now discarded., Those
slements which remained were arranged in a natursl order which told the truth
about the publie's attitude; why slavery was so universally thought a curse;
upon what conditions emancipation would be endured; just how far it was

possible for a Kentuckian to understand the Negro as potentially his equal,




CHAPIER II

ROBERT J. BRECKINRIDGE:
THE OPENING OF THE BEMANCIPATION DEBATE, 1830-1833

(Twenty years of direct criticism of slavery in Kentucky opened in 1830
against a background of general disaffection toward that institution, At the
root of the critical attitude current in the early decades of the century lay
a tradition of conscious paternalism; a benevolent dispostion on the subject of
slavery manifested itself in both private and public life,) The Western
Luminary reminded Kentuckians in 1832 of the golden rule and other maxims of
duty and honesty with regard to the treatment of their chargaa.l The same
paper printed the story of a Kentucky lawyer, who, with the aid of Lyttleton,
Coke, and Blackstone, had on one particular day decided to let a sleeping slave
lie, out of regard for "Law, Religion /and/ Humanity.® He had no right, he
concluded after reflecting on the Declaration of Independence, to chastise the

negligent slave.z | The grosser features of slavery were universally deplored,

Irha article, in the main a presentation of the economic evils of slavery,
was signed "Woodford.® Liberator, December 22, 1832, 21203,

E“Hona of my law authoritiss established my right--they all gave me power
to chastise my slave, tut I was searching for the right to do so, I found that
my law authorities would punish me for whipping my fellow man who was freej but
my slave I might chastise at pleasure, Why? Because he was my slave. My next
enquiry was, how did Jack become deprived of his freedom? Ohl he was born a
slave.... And here my law authorities left me. When at College, I had read and
always admired the principles of our Government, as developed in our Declaration
of Independence, and the first paragraph of that noble instrument stared me
'flat 1' the face:' 'all men are born free and equal.' I blushed for my folly,
denounced slavery as inconsistent with Law, Religion or Humanity, and left Jack
to his mmﬂe-n Ibido’ April 28, 1832, 2363.

8
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particularly the domestic slave trade. This was the subject of a petition from
the Danville Masonic Lodge in 1827 and the object of a resolution of condemna-
tion passed by the Kentucky Presbyterian Synold in 18314.3) No sympathy was had
for the likes of John Randolph of Roanoke, who would sell slaves when there
seemed no necessity for it. %0ld, cold, and withsred....Negro breederi" a
correspondent to the Loulsville Joumnal called him., "Negro~desler was never
an honored name,® he contimed; "of late years it has got so much below par,
that no man undertakes it, except one who feels he can, after having made up
his pack, retire well satisfied, 'infamous and contented,' upon wealth wrung
from the unhappy.“h Ths terms 'breeder! and 'dealer'! may as well have been
synonymous, considering the general aversion accordsd the professional t.rader.s

( Perhaps one reason for the scandal created by mercenary public dealing in
slaves was its relative infrequency. The traffic was not generally carried on
for purely personal profit; finanelal trouble, getting rid of unruly slaves,
and satisfying legal requirements, produced a local trads much greater, but

6

less objectionable, than the interstate commerce. Perhaps five hundred slaves

3ksa E. Martin, The Anti-Slavery Movement in Kentucky, Prior to 1850
(Filson Club Publication, No ."5’;‘% Isvillet Stan rinting Co., 1918), 91.

Y.iverator, March 10, 1832, 21k0.
3 ;ho editor of the Western Luminary, Thomas T, Skillman, was moved by

% ..es8cenes disgraceful, and altogsther inconsistent with our character zs a
civilized and christisn community" to accuse the heathenish drovers, and those
who would deal with them, of sin-.",...a traffic so monstrous, that the morality
of a heathen might well view it with horror!™ The moral indictment was
heightened by a reference to the abused slaves as "fellow creatures.® Ibid.,
April 27, 1833, 3167. Christianity weeps in vain over the tradsrs, unfesling
monsters® whose crime was "so infinitely worse than murder,” the editor of the
Ma le Eagle, Richard H. Lee, declared. Maysville Eagle, July 12, 183l.

111iam E, Connelley and Ellis M. Coulter, History of Kentucky (5 vols.,
edited by Charles Kerr, Chicago: American Historical Society, T9§2), 2:797.




10
woere sold in Kesntucky ysarly,7 although this figure is diaputsd.a Kentuckians
of the time had no secure standards of comparisonj tut what is more important,
they regarded the trade as common.) One witness, James Love, a politician from
Knox County, claimed that

In one instance he had known more than one hundred [slaveg] pass

through the little village where he dwelt, in one drove--for they

are all called droves, 3ir! many of them chained together; a very

large portion of them less than fifteen years of age. It was on

the sabbath, and as they entered the town, under the terrors of the

scourge, although their hesrts were bursting with _grief, they were

compalled to raise a hymn of thanksgiving to God.

Regardless of how extensive they were, the more open abuses of the slavery
system engendered considerable reflection on the condition of the slave. A
member of the Kentucky lLegislature, Ephraim M. Ewing of Logan County, defined
the status of the bondsman as that of a son under age. The occasion for this
was a debate on a proposal to abolish the compensating of masters by the State
for slaves executed, The law providing this, enacted in 1811, had by 1830 cost
the State some $68,000, executions being fairly frequent, and was a natural
subject of complaint.lo Ewing, believing that many slaves were convicted of
cerimes simply because they were poorly defended in court, was anxious ",...to

take from the master this temptation to neglect his slswe.'' Repeal of the

Tﬁarbin s Anti-Slavery, 89,

8
Ivan E. McDougle, "Slavery in Kentucky, 1792-1865," Journal of Negro
History (July 1918) 31211328, p. 233. Robert Wickliffe claimed in YEEE‘that
six Ef%uaand slaves were sold out of the State yearly, Thomas D. Clark, "The
Slave Treds between Kentucky and the Cotton Kingdom," Mississippi Valley

Historical Review (193L) 213331-42, p. 333.

Kentuclkian, January 8, 1830.

1Oiles Register, February 6, 1830, 371399, 10,000 to 20,000 persons
attendsd the execution of four slaves in Lexington in 1831, See further:
Afggcan Repository, February 1830, 5:380. Connelley and Coulter, Kentucky,
22 '91

‘ llKentucg Reporter, January 12, 1831,
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law of 1811, a colleague, Richard Rudd of Nelson County, agreed, would furthere
more move the master to look to the morality of his slaves.m The bill for
repeal failed, but had in the meantime succesded in evoking neriaus. reflection
on the question of slavery.

( The prevailing benevolent attitude toward the slave showed also in several
statutes in effect in the eighteen-thirties. The State was empowered by an act
of 1830 to confiscate the slave property of masters accused of mistreating
their charges (beating, failure to provide adequate food or clothing), although
the proceeds from public sale were turned over to the original omer.n The
use of county jails by slave dealers for storing their merchandise, a practice
occasioning much abuse, was forbidden by legislation of Zl.BB.ZI..lh A law of 183,
which provided for sale intc slavery of free Negroes convicted of serious
offences (e.g., keeping a disorderly house, harboring rnaways), required
humane treatment by the new ownsrs. Bond had to be given to assure the
providing of proper diet, lodging snd clothing,'> )

In gensral, the decisions of the State court.é were equally enlightened.
Children of parents previously freed by will were accorded the same privilege,
provided they emigrate to Liberia, for which purpose they were allowed ten
years in which to earn their passage. Wills allowing slaves to choose new
masters were upheld. Although the law provided that should a female slave

12 14,

Smmi———

13381.11 General Assembly, January 28, 1830, Ch. CCCXXVI, Section L, p. 12l.
1 in, AntiSlavery, 93.
15 Li2nd General Assembly, February 2L, 183k, Ch. 538, pp. 790-92,
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bear children before the date of her emancipation, they would remain slaves,
exceptionn were made in 1831 and 1836 because of the extreme detestation of
slavery expressed in wills liberating female slaves who subsequently became
nothers, 6

{ Perhaps the historian should be surprised to note ths existence of concern
for the welfare of the slaves, when, relatively speaking, it was already an
accomplished fact. Kentucky slaves were well-fed and clothed, and so contented#
in fact, that rarely did one make an effort to buy his freedom even when he had
accumulated the necessary money. There were, of course, instances of brutality,]
but, they wers excep‘hional.l7 The answer must be that awareness of the slave's
humanity had by 1830 arrived at a fairly conscious stage. At this point
exceptional physical vioclations of very basic human rights offended the public
conaclence, And, furthermore, this stage of consciousness bred reflection that
tended to encompass a wider comprehension of the bondsman's mumanity. In
plainer terms, Kentuckians began to consider the matter of his moral welfare
and to question the very ldea of enforced mervitude itself. The relation of
events in the years 1830 to 1850 will show that in a particular instance and
at a certain moment the natural rights of the Negro were not the primary
consideration, Yet, as will be seen, this idea was elemental in nurturing the
Kentucky antislavery movement. )

(Two decades of open debate on the question of slavery were initiated by an
appeal "To the Freemen of the COUNTY OF FAYETTE" penned by Robert Wickliffe and
published February 17, 1830 in the Kentucky Report.er.la The occasion for the

“Oelen T. Catterall, ed., Judicial Cases Concerning American Slavery and
the Negro (5 vols., Washington, D. C.s Carnegie Institute, 1926-1937), E:m-?.

1 8Kcnaugle, "Slavery in Kentucky," 283,
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appeal was a movement on foot for the calling of a convention to revise the
constitution, The terms of the reformers' program included the rendering of
all State offices elective, limiting the terms of judges, and restricting the
immigration of slaves into the State. Wickliffe, Kentucky's largeat slave-
holder, considered the last to be the more critical issue--alarmingly eritieal,
for to his mind it represented an attempt to abelish slavery.) Sounding the
alarum, he prophesied the eruption of a moral crusade to free the slave;
native reformere would at once be joined by reformers in the North, whose
propaganda would flow unhindered across Kentucky's three hndred miles of
exposad northern border.) Slaveounsrs must look to their property rights,
Wickliffe cautioned, for by allowing one step to be taken, inconclusive though
& non-importation law might seem, they would leave themselves annually at the
mercy of the polls,

(Whila acknowledging the strength of antislavery sentiment, especislly
among the clergy, Wickliffe also conceded the justice of that attitude. Asking
himself whether he desired to render slavery perpetual) he answered with an
emphatic "no." But, he was just as strongly opposed to taking steps to
terminate the institution of slavery., The State should not be disturbed by a
controversy that was bound to be fruitless. Liberation, however undertaken,
would leave the Negroes expcsed to either the harsher conditions of slavery in
States farther south, or to life in a free State made miserable by the loss of
social intercourse and the absence of any compensating civil rights. If any
emancipation were to be effected, it would have to include the whole South.
Even then, there remained the immense social barriers. | Wickliffe saw only one

solution that would satisfy both practical considerations and the dictates of




1k
mmanity: the natural obliteration of racial differences. By allowing time
the initlative, the distinctive marks of color would eventually be _di.ffusod
"...ountil the chain of slavery is worn out and not broken by sudden and con-
vulsive measures." By leaving hands off, the problem would solve itsslf, for,
as Wickliffe put it, "Providsnce will no doubt in time point out the means of
effecting the liberation of the slaves....?’

/Wickliffe's appeal was a challenge, as much for the vulnerability as for
the strength of his reasoning. Several critics replied at once. An open
letter to Robert Wickliffe by Judge John Green appeared in the Kentucky
Reporter under the pseudonym "Philo C.", rumning in a series of installments
from March 3 to April 1417 Five articles entitled "Hints on Slavery," written
by Robert J. Breckinridge, son of Jefferson's Attorney General ,20 appeared in

the same paper from April 21 to June 9.) In October the Western Luminary
21

commenced republication of Green's letters.”” 1In both of these men the spirit
of the reformer ran deepj in their public declarations an element of moral
revolution pervaded, which led them often and easily into philosophical and
religious discussian.) Green identified himself as a participant in a world-

wide historical process of enlightenment, it seeming plain to him that the

EThey were reprinted in the Frankfort Commentator October 19 to
November 16 of the same year under the title "On the lmportation of Slaves."
The first two installments were written before Green had seen Wickliffe's
address. The third article, then, vakes Wickliffe directly in hand,
Commentator, October 19, 1830; Kentucky Reporter, March 3, 1830,

OJohn W, Coleman, Slavery Times in Ksntuzil_g (Chapel Hill: University of
Horth Carclina Press, I9L0), 296. It might alsoc be noted that Breckinridge was
an uncle of Buchanan's Vice President, John Cabell Breckinridge. Dictionary of
American Bilography, 317.

rtin, Anti-Slavery, 92. Martin neglects to note that the Green letters
had already appeared once before October; &ltogether, then, three newspapers
consented %o run the series of essays.
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civilized world was moving in the direction of Liberty, "....that everywhere
the rights of man /fwere/ daily being better understood, and (the aristocracy of
Georgla always excepted) more appreciated.” The Greek revolution, the fact of
freedom in America, the first signs of response by European rulers to public
ovinion, the decline of the African slave trade, the propagation of the Gospel
in Africa, England's movement toward emancipation in her colonies, the spectacle)
of an African nation arising in the West Indies under the approving eyes of the
rest of the worlde~to Green these were unmistakable signs of proyess.zz From
this standpoint, remaining passive was unacceptablej as with any reformer, the

orospect of "final compensation two or three centuries hence® was no consolation|

to Green, and he furthermore believed thet it ought not to be heartening to
anyone truly concernad fnr the wslfare of the State and socie'hy.23

It is important to note the prominence in the antislavery literature
of 1830 of theoretical analyses. Philoesophizing carried Green and Breckinridge
in the direction of a commanding ideal, and caused them in some instances, to
think things the consequences of which even they would not aecept. To Judge
Green, slavery in the United States was a "black cloud" blotting cut the Mlaw
of nature," not repealing, but only suspending that law. This suspension was
a matter of degreej the liberty dictated by the ideal of the "natural state of
mankind" had left different parts of society on varying levsls of freedamﬂ In
Virginia, for example, there were four distinct castem: the lordly free-holder,

the non-free-holding white, the free man of color, and the slaw.gh This method]

zzKentuc!qr Reporter, March 3, 1830,
Dy entucky Reporter, April 1l, 1830,
2444, , Mareh 10, 1830.
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of viewing social phenomena in terms of graduated remoteness from a fixed
standard, typical in the nineteenth century, led to a sense of purposeful
evolubion, / Despotism, as Green saw it, was passing like a cloud frém over the
heads of na;.ions and individuals, exposing the truth that "all men without

distinction of color are, by the law of nature, free; and as mman beings,

entitled to all the benefits of nature's great charter of the rights of man."s>
Applying the same line of thought specifiecally to the Negro, Green asserted:
"+seeall around us proclaims the fact that a great moral revolution is going
on in regard to the African race in America, and that a mighty change must soon
take place in their cmr:;cﬁ.‘l;icm!.“"26 | Even more rhetorical was a similar pro-
nouncement, by Breckinridge, made upon arriving at the conclusion that slavery
was contrary to the natural law, the principles of every social system, and
the Declaration of Independence. |

=-Mont will not always remain slaves. No kindness can soothe the

spirit of a slave. No ignorance, however abject, can obliterate

the indelible stamp of nature, whereby she decreed man free. No

eruelty of bondage, however rigorous, can suppress forever the

deep yearnings after freedom, No blighting of deferred and erushed

hopes will root them from the heart, that when the sun shines and

the showers fall, they will not rise up from their resting place

and flourish.27 )

Breckinridge's vision of the black race raising itself out of centuries of
torpor to flourish was very precise. If the Negro was to prosper, it would have]
to be in seclusion. He took great pains to establish this point, arguing from

the very practical to the theoretical, The condition of the free Negro, he

gKentuclq Reporter, March 10, 1830.
20Ibid,, March 3, 1830.
2T1bid,, May 12 and May 26, 1830.
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believed, showed that contact with the white population had only a degrading
influence. The liberation by amalgamation sugpgested by Wickliffe shocked him;
strong pfejudicas in him worked to the contrary.zal} If amalgamatioﬁ were
actually achieved, producing one race, uniform in color, Breckinridge speculated
that a process of dis-amalgamation would then follow. Put this was only loose
thinking done under pressure-~the occasion was the appearance in June 1836
before a quite hostile British audience; the whole idea was to him from the
begiming "wild and intolerable.," (Forty centuries of development represented
the work of Cod, Providence molding the black race for the performance of a
special role in the Divine scheme, and fostering a natural instinet in both
races to keep apart. To promote attraction betwsen them, then, was “....squall;‘
against the purposes of Providence, the convictions of reason, and the best
impul ses of natum.“29 Most instrumental in molding Breckinridge's ideas on
the prospects of the Negro, ideas most essential to antislavery thought, was
undoubtedly simple prejudice. But he himself insisted publicly that prejudice
was not sinful .30) More important, prejudice was a matter of hard facts and
because 1t could not be wished away, Breckinridge strove to divorce the question

of emancipation from that of colox‘.n

isoecrge Thompson and Robert J. Breckinridge, Discussion on American Slaverﬁ,
in Dr, Wardlaw's Chapel, between Mr, George Thompson and vhe Rev. R. Je
Breckinridge, of Eaiegﬁore United States, on the Lvenings of the 13th, lhth,
I5%h, 16th, and 17Eh June, 1 asgow: Oeorge e, 1836), 98,
29}1hompaon and Breckinridge, Discussion, 98, 10L-3; African Repository,
April 1831, 7:50; Kentucky Reporter, June 9, 1830,
30T hompson and Breckinridge, Discussion, 98.
nﬂmceming Breckinridge's prejudices, see further: Speech of Robert J.
Breckinri%, Delivered....om the 12th Day of October, 1840....( Lexingtont
N

. L, and J, W, Fimnell, 18T)] 2L. Green's opinion on the subject of amal-
gamation was less rigid. "Belleving that the human family have all descended
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Breckinridge faced the question of equality just as directly. The Negro,
he declared, was created in the image of Codj mt historical contingencies had
marred the Divine nandiwork, In spite of high advances in "civilizétion" after
the time of Noah, the African experienced an equally marked progress in im-
morality and crime ;32 this was (apparently) beczuse they were not touched by
the blessings of Christianity.B 3 Hore was merely one more historical zeecident
o which all portions of the human race were subjee‘b.m"‘ Finally, the present
day witnessed the nadir of the black race in slavery, and, one step {arther,
in the wretched population of free Negroes, a "degraded caste" hanging onto
scceiety like gypsies.BS In comparison, a fres white race was superior "in all
respecta” to the black race, whether the lather be bond or free.% As
Srecidnridge pletured the matter, historical circumstance had reached 2 certain

finality; in his present situation the Negro was doomed. Now, for their owm

from a common parentage, I make no objection to the philosophy of amalgamation;
nor will I quarrel with your taste--for, you know, de gustibus non disputandum,
--But I object to the morality of your plan, as tending to introducs & system,

of which, vice, degradation, and misery, in their most disgusting and appalling
forms, would be the inevitable consequences." "If then, we are to abandon our

prejudices and amalgamate-~let it not be by debasing ourselves, but by elevating
them. Lst them first be emancipated and left free to act for themselves...."
He is addressing Wickliffe. Frankfort Commentator, November 16, 1830.

32: 2rican Repository, August 1831, 7:161-186.
33rhis part of the argument is interpolation, but seems justifiatle.

Bbﬁobart J. Breckinridge, The Hlack Race: Some Reflections on Its Position
and Destiny, as Connected with our American Dispensation. A Discourse
Telivered before bLho ‘Kentuc:g Colonization Society, at Frankfort, on the 6th
Day of February, 1COL (Frankfort: A, G. Hodges & Co., 1851), LeSe

ertucky Reporter, June 9, 1830,
36Ibido’ May 25, 18300
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sake, he concluded, ®THE FREE PEOPLE OF COLOR MUST GO AWAY OR PERISH.“37
Removal to Africa offered the most satisfying prospect of bringing the whole of
the btlack continent into the fold of Christinaity. In "benighted Africa" the
Negro race, possessing at last the alle-necessary Gospel, would be able to
develop the complete civilisation so long denied it35)

Considering the prospect of the blacks remaining in America, Breckinridge
lapsed into a surprisingly dark conservatism. They were to be laeft to their
fate, which was bleak indaed. "We must take man as we find him," he explained.

Though we have neither the right nor the disposition to exterminate

any race that God has created--neither are we called on, by any

artificial condition of things to stimilate the productiveness of

one that is degraded, in an unususl degree. The lmgsa of experience

may be sometimes painful, though full of instruction,

L compansating strength of princinle showed 1teelf, however, when he considered
the possidility that the effort world not te made te colonize the Negrees) in
that ecase reasons of self-Interest and of hemanitarianism dictated emancipation
anyway and the enduring of the consequences, disagreeable though they were,

The freedmsn made a poor citizen;y mt, Breckinridze countered, as 2 slave Lo
censtituted an even loss satisfactory part of soclaety.

veols 1% better to have within our bosom, two hundraed thousand fres

citizens attached to our politiecal institutions, and ready to contend

unto death in their defencej or &n equal mmber of domesziie fcose

foss by birth, by injuries, by colour, by caste, by every circumstance
of 1ife, ready tﬁo take advantage of every amergency of the State to

work our injury?

WLiberat.or, February 8, 183%, L:22,

38 here would oceur what was already heppening in Haiti, Santo Domingo and
Negro communities in South America, Breckinridge believed. Xentucky Reporter,
April 2, 1830,

3%1p1d., June 9, 1830,
Ibid', April 2, 18300




20
With a little reflection this could be a potent consideration for a Southerner,
even though the Nat Turner Rebellion was still in the future (August 1831). In
1830 there were some two million slaves, increasing at the rate of ‘500,000 per
dacade,m' a fact that could not have remained unnoticed. Yet, at the same
time, Breckinridge was undoubtedly affected by high considerations, The
following statement is an indication of this.

However a sense of duty to ourselves may deter us from attempting

a sudden and general emancipation while other and better hopes remain,
it is little better than mockery to place our conduct then on the
feeling of mmanity to those from whom we withhold the highest
enjoyments of nature. He who has 1oaﬁ2hia liberty has little else

to lose over which humanity can weep.

Questions of intention are congenitally impossible to determine satisfactorily,
In the case of Breckinridge, one can only say that his motives were 'mixed!-ea
strange composite of pessimism, prejudice, and idealism.

Breckinridge's was not the most advanced expression of antislavery thinking
that came forward in 1830; that distinction belonged to James Love of Barbourse
ville, who declared in the Kentucky House of Representatives that slavery was a
curse and & crime so abhorrent that

«+se8hould an opportunity ever be afforded him of expressing his
opinion, it would be in favor of emancipation—-unconditional
emeneipation. He would cast sside every prejudice, and would do
Justice for the sake of justice only, regardless of all conse-
quences. Great fears were entertained, by some, of this description
of populationj when thrown upon society, they were represented as
vicious, profligate and idle. He admitted, to a certain extent,
they were soj and asked how it could be otherwise? The lights of
science had not beamed upon them: moral instruetion had been denied
them: +they had been treated as lrutes: a change of masters seldom
betters their condition: their whole lives is one of darkness and

Iﬁ"I}t\*:i.ght L. Dumond, Antislavery Origins of the Civil War (Ann Arbor:
University of Michigan Press, I§§§§ y Lle

entucky Reporter, April 2, 1830,




misery. But, sir, make them free-«give them an incentive to virtue

~-afford them moral instruchbion-erender it possible for them to re=-

ceive the light that education never fails to bestow on the most

e e oreiube in Thein clrometeacen s ¢ T ey revelson
Ironically, there were indeed few who cared to imagine the "mighty revolution”
Love had in mina, and for this reason he was, in terms of influence, a very
minor figure in the antislavery movement. Only two other men were to arrive
publicly at the same radical position: James G. Birney and Cassius Clay.
Love left the State for Texas in 18363 had he remained, it is doubtful whether
he would have gained any following for his ideasj; the radicalism of Birney and
Clay was effectively silenced by the prevailing sense of the communivy, and it
is likely that the same thing would have happened to Love.lsh

The erities of 1830 were far from preoccupied with speculative argumenw
tation; the great part of their writing was spent on scoring slavery's effect
upon the welfare of white Kentucklans, and, secondly, on presenting a reasonabls
program for remedying the evil,

That slavery had a gravely adverse influence upon the society of the

masters, fostering idleness, arrogance, marital irregularity and an aristocratic

Hj?rankfort Kentuckian, Jamary 8, 1830,

Mﬁ.om was born in 1801 in Nelson County, Kentucky; he studied law in
Bardstown and then settled in Barboursvillej in 1829 Le was elected to the
State Legislature from Knox County; 1833-5 he served in Congress. William B,
Allen, A History of Kentuckye... (Louisville: Bradley & Gilbert, 1872), 282,
It is quite worth noting what Love did not find colonization incompatible with
his extreme views on emancipation; he served as a State delegate to the Americaﬂ
Colonization Society's Annual Meeting of 1835. 18th Annual Report, January 19,
1835, Martin fails to remark the significance of Love's advocacy of emanci-
pation without removal, Martin, Anti-Slavery, 92.
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temper, was a fairly current idaa.hs The critics of slavery were more specially
concerned, however, to point out the sccial evils of slavery in economic terms,
The victim of 8 failing system was the yeoman farmer and the indspéndant arti-
sany who suffered from a particularly vicious process whereby the supporting of
slaves drained the resources of the State, setting in motion economic stagnation)
While the number of slaves multiplied, making the situation a11 the more acute,
the laboring classes escaped in mumber from the retarding economy. The small
holdings left behind by the emigrants were added to slavewcultiveted plantatim%
While the "bone and sinew" of scecisty tlws abandoned the State » their place was

taken by ever more burdensome mmbers of blacks. As the price of slaves droppe
keen competition with the free labor of other States began to be felt. The pa

would accelerate until the State was at last destitute s her over-asbundant stock
of Negroes valuable now only as an export a‘:c:ma'w,sciﬁ.i:.zs»'."‘6

l‘gl‘ha increase of the colored population, according to & psetition to the
General Assembly from "citizens of Kentucky," tended to "..,.retard both the
moral and physical improvement of the country...." Frankfort Commentator,
September 21, 1830, According to James Love, slavery "....0ncourages vice,
idleness, and immorality...;" it was a crime of cruelty and oppression indulged
in order that Kentuckians might raise their children "in idleness and axtrava-
gance." Frankfort Kentuckian, January 8, 1830,

hé"tﬁ!ever was there & more fallacious idea than that slaves contributed any
thing toward the permanent resources of a State," Breckinridge concluded;
slavery was ",,.an ulcer, esting its way into the very heart of the State.”
Kent.gg_l_cl Reporter, May 5, 18305 African Repository, August 1831, 7:161-186,
Both Breckinridge and Green were agreed Lhet Lhe excessive care lavished upon
the slaves was at the expense of the "race of poor and laboring whites," the
latter complaining of ",....our laboring yeomanry...rooted out and sent off to
the new States and Territories, to give place and range to the yearly droves
of black cattle, with which our mother Virginia, in her Bounty, is supplying
us..ss"  Kentucky Reporter, May 26, 1830; Green's statement is from the
Frankfort™ Commentator, October 26, 1830,
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In spite of the urgent, sometimes revolutionary tone of their writings, the
two leading antislavery spokesmen of 1830 adopted a most cautious lins of
approach‘to the positive task of reforming the institution they so éeverely
criticized. No irresponsible visionaries, they had no intention of turning the
slaves loose on the country as Wickliffe had suggested. The law was to be
respected, if not commended, and obeyed simply becsuse it was the law;m
society must be disturbed by the change as little as possible. Emancipation
was therefore to be accomplished legally, and, secondly, it had to be
accompanied by the colonization of those emancipated. )

(Analyzing the constitution of the State, Breckinridge was convinced that in
its present fomm it was an adequate instrument for the accomplishment of
emancipation, To begin with, the makers of the constitution, men of "a apirit
of such wise forecast and vigilant humanity,” could not have intended the
creation of an instrument of wretched captivity. ' He was no doubt thinking of
the strong emancipation sentiment present in the two previous constitutional
conventions. Reference to article seven of the constitution gave substance to
his contention; it provided:

Thé General Assembly of Kentucky can never emancipate any slaves,

gradually, contingently, or in any case whatever, except, first [;/

:ih& :h;amieczgsm ogasecondly, having previocusly paid for

P Fo ' )
Breekinridge felt justified, because of the absence of more careful terms in
the statement, in interpreting it as an alternative injunction. Had Kentucky's
constitutional fathers intended to render slavery unassailable, they would have

I‘YKexrtuckz Reporter, May 19, 1830,
48Tpi4,
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been far more explicit. Hence, the General Assembly was given full power to
emancipate slaves without their owners' consent, provided they first be paid
for, The power of taxation, furthermore, allowed the State to finaﬁce in a
regular manner an emancipation program, perhaps by a special tax on slave
property. [Finally, under the present constitution the Legislature had the
power to render the offspring of slaves free at birth, according to the
precedent of a law of 1800 providing that "No persons shall hereafter be
slaves within this Commonwealth, except such as were so on the 17th day of
October in the year 1785, and the descendents of the females of them." The
law tlms liberated descendents of free males at birth.h’?

(Emancipation was thus to be accomplished by ordinary legislation. For the
present it was enough to maks clear the fact that this was possible under the
existing constitution.; The calling of a constitutional convention was advocated
for another, distinct reason. Emancipation was to be a gradual process; the
question in 1830 was what should be the first step. The logical answer,

according to Breckinridge and his colleague, was to put an end to the trade in

l@Kentuc Reporter, May 12, 1830. "Atticus," another anonymous opponent
of slavery, ounﬁ!mar arguments for demonstrating that the institution
could be curtailed under the present laws, No person could be hrought into
the State as merchandise and held in bondage, according to existing statute.
Simple recourse to writ of habeas corpus would automatically free them.
"Municipal law" might suspend the "law of nature® by which "all men are free,"
he admitted, tmt such was not the case according to the constitutional
statutes of Xentucky, The State constitution did not create slaves, and thus
when a Negro was brought in from a neighboring State he was ad once free,.
"eesslf a slave 1s brought from Virginia to Kentucky, it is evident that the
law which compelled him to serve in Virginia ceases to operate as soon as

he crosses the State linej and there being no law here to make a slave of him,
he is free of course...." Frankfort Commentator, October 5, 1830,
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slaves over the borders of the State.) Green explained: if slavery is an evil,
"then refuse to add to that evil...by importing more slaves. Do you look
forward to emancipation being commenced in the time of your children or your
children's children?®" he asked his pullic. "Then endeavor by every means in
your power to diminish the number to be emancipated. n50 e constitution
already provided specifically for the prevention by the Legislature of the
commercial importation of slaves, The first enabling law withheld compensation
to traders for slaves exscuted for crimes. An act of 1815 prohibited, under
penalty of 600 fine, the importing of slaves as merchandise; ut the law re-
mained a deadwletter almost from the ouisety not one conviction had been
obtamad.sl The law had to be made effectivej this would best be done by a
gtronger constitutional prohibition. The public, sensitive to the abuses
commected with the slave trads, was prepared; they had now toc be informed of
the wider implications of a non-importation law.

( The second major plank in the refomers' program called for the development
of a system of colonization, Breckinridge viewed the scheme of transporting
free Negroes to Liberia as not only a glorious Christlian endeavor, tut &3 a
quick and cheap way to eradicate all the various evils attendent upon slavery.
He was sanguine about successj if the federal government could be gotten to
contribute to the work, Kentucky could be ",..,.relieved of the curse of slavery
in a mammer cheap, certain and advantageous to both parties.”sz)i‘he prospect
appeared all the more hopeful to him when he considered that the whole number

emancipated would probably not have to be transported, for abandoned to their

sbﬁentuclq: Reporter, May 12, March 3, 1630,
5libid., May 12, 1830.
52Ipid.
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own devices and isolated from the rest of society by prejudice and the fsar of
amalgamation, many of the ex-slaves would succumb to severe hardships.

", ..oThe female will give birth to only three or four puny children; not half
of whom will be raised; and exposure, casualty, and feebler constitutions will
cut off the survivors at half their former age.” With many slaves sold out of
the 3tate on the advent of emaneipation, perhaps one twentieth of the original
nunber of Negroes would be left, he calculated.53

Three-fourths to nine-tenths of voting Kentuckians owned no slaves; every
one of them, Freckinridge asserted, had a direct personal interest in putting
an end Lo slavery in the State., Slaveowners were not even a majority in
Fayette, the county having probably the largest mumber of eslaves. In addition,
of the slaveholders, one cut of two favored emanclpation, according to his
estimate, OSuwmuing up, he declared: "....Not more than one in every twenty alx
whites, upon & full presentation of the guestion, could upon any reascnable
calculation be supposed favorable to the indefinite continuance of slavery in

this State,” 5k

It was now the task to acquaint the public with these facts, to
make tham aware of their true interest and confident in their ability to make
their will effective in the politics of the State, No prohibition by consti-
tution or Legislature would, in the last analysis, be respected, Gresn averred
darklys it was "....high time," he declared, "for the people to take the power

into their own hzmdxs.”5 5

gBKent.uckz Reporter, May 26, 1830. Creen commended the A,.C.S. highly, but
submitted that Liberia was too smallj it might be better, he thought, to send
the blacks to the area between the Great Lakes and the Mississippi. Free lands
and equal rights would be powerful incentives to emigrate. Frankfort

Comuentator, November 16, 1830.
Eli;antuekz Reporter, May 5, 18303 African Repository, April 1831, 7150,

|___ SKentuciy Reporter, March 3, 1630,
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At the time the anonymous "Hints on Slavery" was written, the son of

Jefferso}a's Attorney General was a candidate for the State Legislature,
Breckinridge may have been looking forward to a long campaign, hut hs temm
es 2 politleal agent in the struggle for emancipation was abruptly terminated
almost before it began. The "Hints" reised eonsiderable adverse criticism and
the authorship of the articles did not remain long in doubt. In answer to an
open letter in the Kentucky Reporier enquiring whether he had written the antie-

slavery pieces in question, Breckinridge admitied he had, lamely saying that

be had ".,.no motive for concealing my opinions on any subjecb...."sé The
admission was so compromising that he was obliged to amnounce his retirement
from Kentueky politics altogether. With a righteous blast he took leave of

his constituents. "If my principles have overthrown mey, I count it no shame to
suffer in such 2 cause. They are true and necessary to your existence as a freel
people, and if God be not provoked to leave you to the govermment of your own
blinded passions, they will surely prevail.” He then turned to what promised
to be a more open field, and in 1832 was licensed to preach by the Presbyterian
Ciurch, shortly after which he removed to Princeton in order to prepare himself
for ministerial labors. Until 1847 he resided outside his home State, returning
periodically only for visi‘bs.57 According to Cassius Clay, kinsman of Harry of

the West', "....the country lost a great statesman and orator in a poer pmadam"ge

g%emuclgg Reporter, June 16, 1830,

5TThs letter is dated August 3, 1830; Kentucky Reporter, August L, 1630,
Breckinridge reviewed the occasion of his leaving politics in his Speech of
18)40, PPs 10, ll, and 1ln,

QBCaesius M, Clay, The Life of Cassius Marcellus Clay, Memoirs, Writ
and Speeches, Showing His Conduct in the Overthrow of American Siavgg, the
Salvation of the Union, and the Restoration of the Aut of the States.

ritfen ond Compiled by Himsel? (Cincinnabti: J. F. .ﬁnnan & Co., 1888), 220.
'he proposed second v&m\a did not appear,
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Before leaving for the Bast, however, Breckinridge joined with John Green
in an effort to put the antislavery effort on a regular footing by establishing
an emancipation soclety whose members would voluntarily emancipate ihe future
of fspring of their slaves and urge this course upon their fellow citizens. The
society, it was hoped, would eventually become the center of a wider movement,
uniting every class of the citizenry who were opposed to slavary.59 Due partly
to the disapprobatlion of Henry Clay and to reluctance on the part of many,
otherwise sympathetic with the plan, to part with valuable property, the
sociaty soon fell apart. Nevertheless, an example had been set which would be
followed up a few years lat«r.éo

Although embittered by his setback, Breckinridge launched his new career
armed with an unshakeable confidence in the righteousness of his crusade
against a great evil and a faith in the inevitable triumph of his cause.
"Domestic slavery cannot exist forever," he forecast.

It cannot exist long quiet and unbroken, in any condition of society,

or under any form of government, It may teminate in various wayss
but terminate it mmst. It may end in revolution;y bear witness San

Domingo.

It may end in amalgamation--a base, spurious, degraded mixture hardly
the lesst revolting method... Or it may be brought to a close by
grachmllglsupplanting the slaves with a free and more congenial
TaCRees»

g§At’r:‘.caum Repository, April 1831, 7:48, L9. Clark says that the
collaboration on the emancipstion society began in 1833, The name of Lewis
Green occurs occasionally in conmnection with antislavery; he was a brother of
the Judge and a President of Centre College, Thomas D. Clark, A Hist of
Kentucky (New York: Prentice~Hall, Inc., 1937), 29h. Maria Daviess E%Eompaon),
0
FEraI§

of Mercer and Boyle Counties (Harrodsburg, Kentucky: Harrodsburg

b ] *
m!:3':!.21_'(.5.anv1 Bimey, James G. Birney and His Times (New York: D. Appleton &
Co., 1890), 133, |

Kentucky Reporter, June 9, 1830,
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After three years of debate the non-importation bill was finally passed
February 2L, 1833.62 From the emancipationists! point of view this was a
definite antislavery victory.®3 Before anything else could be done, the ine
crease of the slave population by importation from the outside had to be halted,
Because they all agreed on the desirability of this measure, no disputes bet
the antislavery spokesmsn arose. (The discussion was yet only in its infancyf::]
differences in opinion were automatically minimized. And in each individual
eritique of slavery no rigid priority was assigned to any one consideration.
Slavery was represented as a blight on the economy, a threat to the manners and
morals of the community, a great danger to public security, an alrogation of
the laws of nature, a crime against the unfortunate Negro, and an offense
against divine justice. No one had yet made the moral aspect of the guestion
the one predominant consideration, overshadowing all the other, contingent,
charges against slavery. The sinfulness of slavery had not been brought to
bear to lend the powsrful force of a moral command to the antislavery arsenal,
Nevertheless there was a definite tendency in this direction evident in the
words of Breckinridge, Love and Green. Should all else fail, they were pre=
paring themselves for the worst consequences of amancipation,) Their fim
resolution that slavery should not be perpetuated derived not merely from their
belief that the institution was inherently at odds with what they considered

6§Marbin, Anti-Slavery, 9.

63”Thia law was not brought about by abolition sentiment, at rather by the
desire of Kentuckians generally, to control the institution and prevent its
erowth into a more menacing problem," Comnelley and Coulter, Kentucky, 2:809,
Nonetheless, antislaveryites like Green who were instrumental the passage of
the measure also supported it for the same reason,
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the dictates of justice and, ultimately, of morality. It will be noticed, in

studying’the literature of the Kentucky antislavery movement, that moral raaol‘nL
opposition to perpetusl (‘'perpetual' meaning approximately in excess of a
century), and active promotion of the antislavery cause were closely related
qualities, These were the principles established during the three years of
antislavery activity ending in 1833. In James G. Birney, who dominated the
scene from 1833 through 1835, they acquired a new, dynamic significance.




CHAPTER III

JAMES G. BIRNEY:
DISCUSSION OF THE MORALITY OF SLAVERY, 1833~1838

(It was left to another to realize the full radical consequences of a
thorough antislavery philosophy such as that found in the principles and cone
clusions of John Creen, James Love and Robert J. Breckinridge. First, an
undefined concern over slaveryj then, theory shot with moral consciousness; and
finally, a determination to act carried Jamos G, Birney from slaveholder to
abolitionist. ) Born in 1792 into the wealthy Kentucky aristocracy, Birney had
the advantage of a Northern education at Princeton and returned to the South to
a promising career in law, serving in the Xentucky General Assembly and
participating in Alabama's first constitutional convention. By the age of
forty the Huntsville, Alabama lawyer, having built up a respectable practice,
had achleved a decent measure of mxcaes-a.l

( In 1829 Birney was precipitously converted from gaming and drinking to the
Presbyterian faith, an experience so profound “hat he resolved to abandon his
profession and devote his life to the ",...cause of truth in some moral or
religious enterprise."2 Attracted to the work of alleviating the distress of
g T sy 3 b o S e AL et

%From the "Diary" of Benjamin Labaree, who preached in Huntsville, and had
listened to Birney speak of his private affairs, Ibid., 2i2n. Similarly,
Breckinridge's conversion had been followed shortly by a moral determination to

corbat slavery. Edmnd A. Ware, "The Earlier ILife of Robert J. Breckinridge,
1800-1845" (Ph.D. dissertation, University of Chicago, June 1932), 56.

31




32

the Negro, he applied to the American Colonization Society, addressing Ralph R,
Gurley, Qarraaponding Secretary of the organization, ) Gurley's reply arrived
#providentially" just as Birney was preparing to move with his wife .and saven
children to Illinois, away from the ",,,.corrupting influences of almreaw...."3
( Birmey eccepted a commisasion from the A.C.S, placing him in chargs of the
"South Western District,® an enowmous area that included Alabana, Mississippi,
Loulsiana, and the Territory of Arkansas, Undismayed, he made "supplication to

God for guidance® in knowing his duty, convinced that hie *,,.cormanding motive

mst be, to do good because it is the will of God....“k ) For some time he had
qestioned the morality of slavery. Perhaps a visit fron the evoengellist,
Theodore i, Weld, in late 1831 was resvonsible for this.s It is more likely
that the doubts he confided to Curley were the product of his own thinking.,
My mind is 311 at ease upon the subject of reteining my fellow

creatures in servitude. I camnot, nor do I believe any honest man,
can reconcile the precept "love thy neighbors as thyself" with the

ngimsy to Gurley, lLuntsville, July 12, 1832; Birney, Letters, 9. Rev.
David Rice, who had led the abolition forces in the constitutional convention
of 1792 in Kentucky, was a frequent guest of the Birney family when Birney was
young. William Birney, James O. Birney and His Times (New York, 1850), 17.
Rice was considered the ¥Father" of the antislavery movement in Kentucky,
J. Blanchard and N. L. Rice, A Debate on Slavery: Held in the City g_é_‘
[Cineinnati, on the First, Second, Third, and Sixth % /s of October, 1845, Upon
the Question: L&"shw;%a_f%i_% in Ttsel f Binful, and the Relation between
laster end olave, & oin elation, Affimative: hev. J. blanchard, Pastor
' gﬁbﬁ P nC

h Presbyte: mreh, Cincinnati,” Negative: “N. L. Rice, D.D.,
astor of Lhe Cemt resbylerian Church, Gincinnabl |Cinoinnatilt W. H. Moore
t Cor, IBLB), 359, The Amerloan CoTortsmiin Soclety will be henceforth
referred to as the A.0.S.

l‘B“}:.r'map;;r to Gurley, July 12, 1832; Bimaey, Letters, 9, 19.

SDwnond convineingly coniradicts BEarnes on this point, Gilbert H. Barnes s
glfig Antislavery Impulse, 1830-18L) (American Historieal Association,
oucester, Nassaciusetts: Feter Smith, 1957), 39 Birney, Letters, 12n,
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purchase of the body of that neighbor and consigning him and his
unoffending posterity to a slavery, a perpetual bondage degrading
§nd debasing him in this world and glmoat excluding him from the
happiness of that which is to come. :

Birney resolved to free his slaves &t the first opportunity.7 Gurley replied
wibh reserve, but with enough sympathy to encourage what became a frank and
rewarding exchange of viewa, Slavery, he agreed should be abolished, tut
slowly and volunterily. For the time slaveholding was Justified, not as a
strict property right, but as a parental chargs, an innocent Jurisdiction while
exerclsed according te Christian prjnciples.e It is clear at this stage that
the devotlon of both men to the cause of colonization was closely essociated
with a concern over slavery.

From the outset of his new endeavor, Birney showed himself sxtremely anximﬁ
to become acquainted with every aspect of the Colonization Socliety's policy and
program. Founded in 1816 by the Reverend Robert Finley of Jew Jersey, the
A.C.Se purposed to 1) rid the country of ar undesireable population, 2) establis
a Christian colony in Africe that would evangelize that Dark Continent s and
3) place the free Negroes whters they might ﬁouriah.g According to a fellow
worker, George C. Light, colonization presented a ",...field for mich usefulnesa

first to our Country/,/ second to a degraded clags of our pepulation who by

thelr very complexion are doomed to a hopeless inferiority from which they

6Bimey to Gurley, Humtsville, January 2, 1833; Bimey, Letters, L5-50,
7They numbered forty three in 182, Ibvid., 52n.
Bnurley to Birney, Washington D.C., February 26, 1833; Ibid., 56-7.

% The declaration of aims of the A,C.S. appears on the back cover of most
issues of the Afriean Repository,
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never can rise while they tread American soil, but third the blessings their
removal will be to the benighted regions of Africa are incaleulable,"®
Rovert J. Breckinridge, one of the Society's staunchest supporters i.n Kcntufsk,yﬂ
spoke to an audience of Kentucky colonizationists in 1831 of a political and
intellectual regeneration of Africa which would create a great and emltivated
nation there as dark superstitution retreated before the leavening influence of
Christianity. There the Negro might prosper. Questions of expense and the
willingness of the Negroes to emigrate paled out of significance at this
glorious prospect.’? He considered the benefits of colonization to be 8o
desireable, in faect, that he would override opposition wherever possible. In
the heated exchange of 1836 in London with George Thompeon, Breclkinridge told
the British abolitionist friend of Garrison and a hostile English audience that

seseno man had even a right of bare residence of which the State might

not jJustly and properly deprive him, upon sufficient reason., The State

has the indisputable right to coerce emigration, whenever the public

good required it; and when that public good coincided with the interest

of the emigrating party--and that also of the land to which igoy went
--t0 coerce such emigration might become a most sacred duty.

o EC‘reaorge C. Light to Birmey, Lexington, February 7, 1833; Birmey, Letters,

Ugarly L, Fox, The American Colonisation Society, 1817-1810 (Johns Hoplkins
University Studies in Historical and Political Science, Vol. 37, ppe 3L 33& N
§a1timore: vJohns Ha.ﬁkins Fmsy Iﬁ?), i37'

121’b1d., 169, No one yet thought to dispute the general belief that the
Negro Would be better off in Liberia, Reports on the colony that appeared
frequently in the Kentucky papers were uniformly favorable. There were in-
stances of dispatching Negroes to Liberia for the purposes of reporting on
conditions there. Whatever adverse impressions they had were not reported.
F.gi,h Commentator, June 20, 1838; Liberator, September 15, October 13, 1832,
2:147, 163,

l3rlmmpaon and Breckinridge, Discussion, 89.
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He repeated these views in a spesch of February 1851, suggesting means that
might "....exceed the willingness of the free blacks to emigrate."m It should
be remarked, however, that coercion was not widely advocated. Emphasizing the

welfare and happiness of the free people of color, the Socisety took care to

make clear they would be removed "with thelr own consent.® This was simply goo1
policy.ls )
The real center of most concern is more in evidsnce in a statement of 1845
on the free Negro problem by Governor Thomas Metcalfe of Kentucky. White
leborers, close experience told him, eould never be made to associate with the
blacks, because of the ineradicable inferiority they shared with the Indian

16 The widest

race of this country. Only colonization ecould solve the problem,
support derived from much less disinterested motives. Every tolerably read
Southerner was keenly aware of the source of trouble, real and potential,
existing in the presence of an extensive body of blacks living beyond the con-
fines of alave:y.n Newspapers frequently reminded the public of their mmber,
and reported outrages and insurrections sgainst the whites. "....I need not
apprize you," Governor James T. Morehead told the Kentucky Coloniszation Society

in 183k, "of the destructible /sic/ influence of their exampls, perhaps of theid

gounsels, upon the habits and fidnlitz of the alave.“ls

ilBreciinridge, Black Race, 16. See further Breckinridge's Literary and
Religious Magasine, Baltimore, July 1838, The article is reported in Ghe

rator 3\1%}7 27, 1838, 8:118, tut the editing is questionable,

IgSpeach of Robert S. Finley at the January 20, 1833 Annual Meeting of the
AC.Se3 ...Annual Report of the American Society for Colonizﬁ the Free People

of Colour of the United States (Washington D.C.t James C. s 1833)y
Sixteenth Annual Report, xiv.

16Liberator, April 18, 184S, 15160,
17Fox, Colonization Society, Lk.
I'BQuoted Liberator, March 29, 1834, L:49.
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Regardless of whether colonization was looked to for ridding the country of
a muisance or for blessing Africa and the unfortunate free Negroes, it was
frequently inseparalile from emancipation sentiment, particularly in‘ the Upper
Souths "ee...Whether we consider what is due from a Christian nation to the

victims of its own avarice and oppression, or what is neecessary in a wise peopl
towards providing for their own security, and the peace of their own ai‘fspring,]
colonization was worthy of the highest efforts of the entire nation, Breckinridgde
advised,)” In many states (although not in Kentucky) the A.C.S. afforded the
only legal opportunity for private emancipation.zc Few eonsciantious
Southerners were willing to turn their slaves out in the cold of a commnity
totally lacking social provision for tham.a A Kentucklan whose recently
manumitted slaves had failed to make connections with a Liberia expedition
wrote despairingly to a friend: "I cannot be a glaveholder., I must get rid of
my slaves in some way. To set them free in Kentucky I eannot and will not.

I fear I shall have %o adopt the revolting expedient of selling; I dread this

tt I must do someth:i.ng."22

19Breckinridge, Address of January 6, 1831, 171. Breckinridge and Birney
did not work together, the former being away in Baltimore and other points East
during Birney's stay in Kentucky. Breckinridge later accused Birney of having
been in cahoots with salty old Wickliffe! Both, he thought, were amal gamation-
ists! That explained "....the secret bond of sympathy, and ths true source of
Hr, Wickliffe's repeated and exalted praises of Mr, James G. Birney, the
abolition candidate for the Presidency of the United States,..." Breckinridge,
Speech of October 12, 1840, 2l.

zoBimey, letters, v.

Arox, Colonization Society, 38. Charles Robinson, a visitor to Xentuecky
in 1846, pointed out that, although he observed a ",...deep fealing in Kentucky
dgainst slavery...," he found that "they did not want to take and sell them
to the Texans--that would be cruel, and they could not and would not permit
them to remain in the State, if emancipated." Robinson, "Observations in the
West and South," quoted Liberstor, November 2, 1846, 16:185, -

22The letter is dated January 16, 18L6; Fox, Colonization Society, 39.
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(The Colonization Society publicly encouraged those who looked to it for a
means of ending slavery, though carefully disavowing any intention of violating
property rights. The A.C.5., in the words of Breckinridge, had assumed that
slawry was

;...a great moral and politieal evil, and cherished the hope..., that

the successfull prosecution of its objects would offer powerful motives,

and exert a persuasive influence in favor of emancipation., And it is

from thls indirect effect of the society, that the largest advantage

is to result to America. It has shown us how we may be relieved of

the curse of slavery, in a manner cheap, certain, and advantageous to

both the parties,23
Birmey saw the matter in the same lights that helps to explain the great
enthusiaem he displayed in commencing his labors for the Society.) During the
sunmer of 1833 he expended considerable ensrgy addressing loecal maetings and
contributing to the local press. In fifteen articles for the Huntsville
Democra’o‘% he stressed the benefits of colonisation to the Negroes, and pointed
out that unlazss the peaceable substitute of colonization were wholehsartedly
adopted, forced emancipation was inevitable, for the tendency of slavery was to
flood the South with Negroes while driving out the whites.® Emaneipation thus
became in Birney's hands more than a mere side-product of colonizationl Much
of his time was occupied in readying an expedition to Liberia for departure fron
New Orleans in the spring of 1833. As the brig Ajax embarked with its cargo of
black imigrants for Liberia, Birney thought of *,,,.Avarice dragging them to
our shores, wringing from them cries of despair and tears of bloodj--I1 now saw

Benevolence (oh, that it were urnmixed) conducting them to their own, their
Father's land...."zé

ﬂBreckmridge, Address of Jarmary 6, 1831,
21*Bimey, Letters, xxviiy Dumond has here provided & list of these art.icleaT
25Birmey, letters, xii, xiii.
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But the time for unmixed benevolence was not at hand, It was extremely
difficult in the Lower South to speak of slavery, no matter the context. Many
slaveholders could be induced to support colonization, believing thét removal of
the free blacks would end a source of discontent and thus make property more
securej but evidence that colonization was cultivating a more liberal spirit
brought a reaction. The progress of emancipation in the West Indies was strong
example enough to turn many against the schame.27

One agent, however, was completely oblivious to the antagonism that
reference to emancipation created. The colonization society of Kentucky had
in 1833 authorized Rev, Robert S. Finley, son of one of the founders of the
Society, to announce publicly at the Sixteenth Anmual Meeting of the A.C.S,
that ",,..a prominent object of this Institution is to afford the means for a
safe, gradusl, and voluntary abolition of slavery. And it is thi= view of the
subject that constitutes its chief glory in the eye of its slave-holding
3‘.‘1‘:1.@:1(35."28 Convinced that even the Deep South was fairly advanced in this
regard, Finley had confidently carried this same message there in 1831, He had
publiecly discussed emancipation all through the South, in the presence of
numbers of slaves, on occasion hundreds of them, and with the general approval
of his audience.29 &Birney criticized Finley's attempt to separate the "advocatep
of perpetual despotism" from the "friends of mman liberty" as a serious blunder.

The moral indifference of slaveholders was far preferable to their open ennity.

ﬁvﬁathan Green to Birmey, Winchester, Tennessee, August 26, 1833; Ibid., 86,

28y .c.5., 16th Anmual Report, xv. Finley was preaching the pernicious
effocts of slavery in Kentucky during the discussion of 1830, urging colonizatich
as the only way to do justice to both whites and blacks, Maysville Eagle,
December 7, 1830.

291bid., xvi.
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‘To call the slaveholders he slaborated --even that class of them who
are willing to perpetuate the odious relation which my soul hategee
indeed to call any description of persons who may be opposed to us,
enemleg~-to treat them as such--by hard names to push them into the
ranks of an unrelenting opposition-~is not....caleulated to promote
our successt--rather let us, as those are wont to do, who are conscious
of having a good cause, try to convince opposers, by forbearance, and
Hndness, and sober argument, that they are wrong, and tims persuade
them to be our friends and co-operators,

Self«interest, he belleved, was the sole possible basis for any appeal in the
South, 3% Above all, no popular association, unfounded or real, of colonization
with abolition could be permitted. Colonization had to be held up as a defense
against the abolitionists whose machinations threatened the progress of the
South, %...Pemit us to assure the abolitionist....in the spirit of friend-
shipsssesthat....he is doing his cause an injury, whose extent he cannot
neasure,;" Bimey wrote in the Democrat.Bl ) The threat to Southern society posed
by the extreme measures demanded by some in the North justified maintaining in
their severest form the bonds of slavery.32 But should it be proposed that the
Negro ("our race," Birmey called them) be deprived of what were held to be age=-
less rights, then the matter acquired a new complexion, for no evil, not even
that of unconditional abolition, could be as great as perpetual slavery.33
Already Birney's reflections displayed the feeling of impending crisis which

wag later to be so strong. His correspondence revealed an apprehension that

ﬁﬁﬂimy to Ourley, New Orleans, April 13, 1833; Birney, Letters, T7l.
3Lngolonization of the Free Colored People," Huntsville Democrat; reprinted
in African Repository, Jamuary 183k, 9:3.43.
"Colonization of the Free Colored People," Huntsville Democrat; Ibid.,
December 1833, 91313,

33ncolonization of the Free Colored People," Huntsville Democrat; Ibid.,
January 183k, 9:342,
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both the safety of the South and the integrity of the Union were at stakejh
Convinced that applications to Congress for aid to colonization would only
create resentment of federal interference, he urged that they be abandoned for
the sake of an aven greater concern then the success of colonization. Birmey's
words bear conviction., "Sir, this Union is precious to mee-if it be destroyed,
the world may mourn, for its liberty is lost.">>

Gurley replied in a completely new voice. A tour of the North seems to havq
transformed his thinkingy he had advanced nearly as far as Bimey. The apathy
of the South was too great already to encourage any further, he thought, Unleaq
the South goon awakened, the rampant progress of radicals to the North would
have created an unbridgeable chasm, a disastrous situation,

My own opinion is /he wrote/, that the South must, if its own dearest

interests are to be preserved, if the Union is to last, act with vastly

more zeal and energy on this subject than has yet been manifested.

If it be once understood that the South designs to %Bgtuate Slavery,

the whole North will be speedily organized inte Anti Slavery Societies s

and the whole land will be flooded with anti slavery publications.

Thus far the Colonization Society has been able to keep in check the

rising spirit of immediate emaneipation. But without some clear evi-

dences that the South does intend st some time, and that not ve

remote/y/ to abolish slavery, our cause camnot /contimue/ as a barrier

in the way of inconsiderate and fierce anti-slavery measures, 36
Both men had arrived at the conclusion that colonization had no meaning except
as it contributed to the work of ending slavery, a cause of the greatest

dimensions,

3‘*"2*!ay the Lord give me boldness and utterance with the people of the South,
whose jealousy is so excitable on the subject of slavery, and enable me to con~
vince them that, in the success of the Society is their safety, instead of any
cause for uneasiness!" Birney to Gurley, Huntsville, October 13, 1832; Rirney,

Letters 33-
gﬁimey to Gurley, Huntsville, June 29, 1833; Ibid., 79.
ley to Birmey, Washington D.C., December 17, 1833; Ibid., 110-11,
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(Bimey was inclined to agree that the situation was critical.) He was daily
becoming more discouraged with the prospects of achieving anything in ths lower
South. 4s early as July 1832 he had complained to Gurley that the &istrict in
his charge was too large for one man to handle, and mentioned, in passing, the
Termesaee valley, where "....consciences are too much awakened, again to sleep
without some action," as & promising area.-! He spoke of Tennesses again in a
letter of Uecember 27, pointing out that because slave values were low there
and the State had more "professors of religion," it offered a far better
atmosphere for the success of a benevolent enterpriaa.38 Finally, on Jamiary
2k, 1833, he informed Gurley of his intention to address Kentucky and Tennessee
church groups to urge mamumission and removal.>? By the end of the year Birmey
wag certain that nothing could be done farther South, where plantation slave-
holders, recognizing the spirit of emancipation in colonization activity, had
becoms obaurate,’ (The only hope lay in expending all efforts in pressing
emancipation and colonigzation in Maryland, Virginia and Kentucky., Failure here
would be disastrous, for, he warned, "if Virg'a be not detached from the number
of slaveholding States, the slavery-question must inevitably dissolve the
Union, and that before very long.”}"l/

(In October, 1833 Birney moved to Danville, partly to be near an aging
father, The trip through lennesssa removed all indecision that may have re-
mained, iHe was greatly encouraged at the mumber attending the Novembar meeting

‘E?Bimey to Gurley, July 12, 1832, Huntsville; Birmey, Letters, 12,
351 mey to Gurley, Mobile, December 27, 1832 Ibid., 49-50,
39Birmy to Gurley, January 2k, 1833, Huntsville; Ibid., 53,

4031 rmey to Gurley, Danville, December 3, 1833; Ibid., 97.

155 mey to Gurley, Huntsville, September 21, 1833; Ibid., 90.
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of the Tennessee Colonization Society in the Representatives Hall of the
Capitol, and overjoyed at being free to speak of eventual abolition.) Many
attending were members of the Legislature. "My propositions were sé mach
bolder than they had ever been elsewhere, that I was prepared to expect some
complaint from the timid and the indolent lovers of Slavery. BRut there was
none at all of which I have heard...," he reported. A few days later the
Legislature took up a bill to expend 500 anmally on colonization. ( Following
the success at Nashville, at three addresses in Kentucky, one of them delivered
to the Presbyterian Synod meeting in CGallatin, the same faworable attitude was
encourrberad.hz Here, Birney believed, was the best site in the country for
taking a stand, and he took satisfaction in having "....an opportunity of
using, to peculiar advantage, whatever of talent God had put into my keeping
for his glory and the good of a large class of my neglected fallow-creatures)hg

There was good reason for Birney's optimism. The colonization movement was
reasonably well established in Kantucky) and the comnnectlon between emancipation
and removal openly recognized, as Rev. Finley's memorial of 1833 indicated.hh
In 1832 the State had thirty one local colonization suxiliaries, as compared

ﬁBimay to Gurley, Huntsville, December 3, 1833; Birney, Letters, 96.
thimey to Gerrit Smith, Danville, November 1k, 18343 Ibid., 150,

M‘In 1829 an anonymous Kentuckian had written the A.C,S. that "almost all
persons in Kentucky are nominally, at least, in favour of Colonization...."
This correspondent wes interested primarily in the removal of the free blacks s
but another Kentuckian wrote: ",...a large portion of us, who are even slave=
holders ourselves, are looking forward with pleasing anticipations to that
period when slavery shall no longer be a hlot upon the escutcheon of our
Reoublican Institutions,® African Repository, August 1829, 5:173, 17L.
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with nineteen in Termessee and thirty five in ifirginia.hs As early as 1830
some Two hundred Kentuckians were members; Virginia had approximately 250,
Tennessee one thousand.h6( The parent society in Kentucky had heen éstabliahed
in 18628 ;lﬁ at once the {ledgling organization petitioned Congress for aid in
alloviating "the mlseries attendant upon slavery" in a manner consbitutional
and respectful of individual righte.) The nemorial proceeded to represent
these miseries with scarcely a wention of the plight of the slave. Children
raised in the midst of slavery learned little control of their passions; they
became despots. As the morals of the whites were destroyed, the slaves, for

their part, lost all amor patrlae. Jeffsrson, the memorial noted, had pointed

out these great protlems when the country contained only 700,000 blacksi today
there were soms two and a half million, iLmancipation alone would ",,.,ut
render our situation doubly deplorable;" only removal of the free tlacks could
stave off the reallzation of Jefferson's prophecies. The memorisl referred
to the Negroes as "....a mildsw upon our fields, a scourge to our backs, and

a stain upon our escutcheon;" but a broader note was struck in the conclusion,

Congress had shown great favor to the Indianj they should also contrimte to

Y5Stephen B, Weeks, "Anti-Slavery Sentiment in the South; with Unpublished
Letters from John Stuart Mill and Mrs. Stowe, "Publications of the Southern
History Association (April 1898) 2:87-130, p. 93. Betty L. Fladeland,

Jemes Uillesple Firmey: Slaveholder to Abolitionist (Ithaca: Cornell
University Press, 5/)5 5. -

n Maryland, where the movement throve, there were some five hundred
locals. By 1838 only a few local societies were left--in Louisiana, Mississippi
and Horth Carolina-~but these soon disappeared, Weeks, "Antislavery," 89.
fé:nt.ucky, as will be seen, l1s also an exception to the general picture of

cling,

47y.c.5., 12th Anmal Report, 39. An "Address” from the new society
appeared African Repository, March 1829, 5:28~9. It contains no hint of
antislavery.
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the welfare of the Negro, who was of "equal dignity.* "It may be said,
perhaps, that the curse is .orever to hang upon the devoted heads of the
descendents of iam: But woe Lo the agenis by whom that curse is ;:«:—.a:fpeﬂl:ran‘,ed."MH
[?he General Assenbly of Kentucky supported the petition by a joint resolution:

That our Senators and Representatives in Congress, ve requested to

use their best endsavours to procure an appropriation of money of

Congress, Lo alq, so far as is consistent with the Constitulion...,

in Colonizing the Free People of Colour,.., under the direction of

the United Statea.

Copiss of the resolution were sent Lo governors of the olher states.hg The
following year only three legislators dissented in the vote to renew the
resolu‘bion.go )

Hot all thought the free Negroues to be so in need of escape from wretched-
ness to Africa. From one point of view, some believed they were betiter off
materially than the slaves. According to information supplied by a Hentucky
friend, a student ab Andover (iassachusetts) Theological Seminary understood
that they were betiver ofi thnan the slaves. Jome had even acquired wealth and
respectability; mosl enjoyed grester material comfort than the slaves.gl

virney, replying to a questionaire on slavery irow a group of Massachuselis

Quakers, sbated Lhat he knew of no paupers among this supposedly wretched

40y ¢.5., 13th Annual Report, L2<3.

l"91&.(3.3., 12th Anmual Report, 67.

SQA.C.S., 13th Annual Repors, 39,
his anonymous correspondent of Garrison passes on notes f{rom a friend
engaged for several years in promoting Sabbath schools, "and other benevolent

objects," in a Kentucky town having "four churches, a college and a theological
seninary." Liberator, March 22, 183L, Lsi5.
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class, and few criminal proceedings had to be instituted against them. He
pointed out that Kentucky had only five thousand free Negroes, a relatively
gmall mumber.3? Nevertheless, most colonizationists would have agreed with the
memorialists of 1829 that a serious problem did exist, particularly with regard
to the effect of the free Negro population upon the welfare of the whites.
Newspapers kept the maiter before the public by including in their reports of
local population figures the number of free Negroes as well as slavss.s 3
Periodically, articles favoring colonization appeared, such as that in the
Commentator of August 2L, 1830, reporting that Monrovia was tm'iving.gh The
next issue spoke of such progress in Liberia, "....as must gladden the heart
of every philanthropist." The climate, though inimical to white constitutions,
suited the colored people. There was full employment abt high wages, schools
for all, lovely dwellings, and a twelve Imndred volume library, a press, and
the most amenable soll--a paradise for passage fare of only twenty-five dollarsd|

The number of prominent Kentuckians associated with colonization (among
tihem John Green, Robert Wickliffe, Jonn J. Crittenden, Henry Clay, Squire
Turner, Judge Adam Beatty, Jamea Love, Thomas Underwood, Thomas Marshall,
Cassius Clay; prominent editors George U. Prentice, A. G. Hodges, R. H, Lee,
Richard Collins and Thomas T. Skillmany clergymen Robert Breckinridge,

ﬁLibemt_qx, July b, 1835, 5:105,

53por example, the Frankfort Commentator of August 3, 1830 reports the
mmber of widles, slaves, and free Tegroes for the city of Lexingbton; similar
statistics for Nashville, Tennessee are given September 7, 1830, and for
Bichmond, Virginla Saptember 1!, 1830,

Sh‘I‘he Western Lumin was an ardent champion of "....that noble and much
injured institution...." Airican Repository, July 183L, 10:148. The Kentue
Reporter, noting the formatIon of the State society, expressed satisfaction at
the sight of Teveedistingnished men of all parties united with ardour in this
WOrkc“ Ibido, March 1829, 5327-
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Henry B. Bascom, John Young, A. M, Cowan, Stuart Robinson, and John D. Paxtonj
governors Iredell, Charles Morehead, and Thomas Metcalfe) included almost all
of any note. ( It must be concluded that colonization had in effect near
unanimous approval in the State, Here there was no fear that the A.C.S. program
was caleulated to disturb property rights; this was due in large part to &
widespread desire to see emancipation someday effected in a safe, easy mamner,
Not only was the connection between colonization and emancipation understood
and tolerated as perhaps harmlessj it was generally approved.ss In practics,
then, the one directly stimulated the other. The majority of Kentucky Negroes
sent to Liberia were mamumitted for that purpose,56

The churches provided the most important source of support. Clergymen
were urged to preach on colonization at least once a year, and to take up
collections for the A.C.S. every fourth of July.s 4 The Kentueky Synod of
September 18L5, exhorted by Rev. Finley, voted, as had been done before, to
recommend the collection to its members, snd contributed 3500.5 8

There was room for considerahle improvement, however, and a special agent,
Rev, George C., Light, was appointed in late 183 to stir up the State

9

amtiliaries.s A running shortage of funds was a constant source of

vggﬂo single piece of evidence can adequately prove such & statement; but a
thorough study of slavery literature in Kentucky, where no positive-good
doctrine took root, even after 1850, compels us to adopt this conclusion. The
author has collected a list of all Kentuckians who contributed to colonization
~-mumbering several hundred persons--but there is no use in reproducing it
here, What is important is the extent of colonization activity and the fact
that opposition to colonization was virtually nonexistent.

56 ox (Colonization Society, 137) has recorded 3,300 cases of emancipation
with the intention of removal in the years 1825-1835,

5Tourley to Birney, Washington D. C., July 7, 1832; Birney, Lettars, 8.
58, sverator, October 2k, 18L5, 151169,
59comenbator, December 13, 1831,
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distreas.éo At one point, upon Birney's arrival in Kentucky, the exescutive
voard of the Kentucky Soclety had lost contact with the A.C.S. agent for three
months and showed no intcreat in learning his whereabouts. It was hoped
pirney would be able to draw ths board out of its 1et-hargy.61 Breckinridge
1amented at the A.C.S. Annual Meeting in Washington in 183L that reluctance of
free Negroes to emigrate--the work, he was sure, of sbolitionistse-had
gserionsly compromised colonization ai‘for'ts.& Nonetheless, colonization in
Kentucky, if not flourishing prodigiously, was proceeding fairly, due to wide
publicity of the Negro problem and of colonization aims, to encouragement and
material aid from the churches and the Legislature, and to the support of out-

standing public man.63

65Gmac»z‘ge C. Light to Birney, Cynthiana, Kentucky, December 10, 1832;
Birney, Letters, L5. December 1831 the managers of the A.C.S. reported little
pmgresa‘men made for lack of funds, and complained of the "worse than
uselsas" free hlacks. Commentator, December 13, 1831, Evidently they were
showing reluctance to emigrate. To combat this the Fayette County Colonization
Society delegated a committee (including Robert Wickliffe) to assemble the free
Negroes, speak to them on the glories of Liberia, and have them choose one of
their number to go to Liberia to look things over. Further material on Light's
work is available in the African Repesitory, August 1832, 81191. In 1832 the
Danville paper received news from a Negro mammitted by L. Green of Lineoln
County, expressing marked satisfaction with the colony. Commentator,

February 28, 1832, From February to mid-March $500 was collected in Kentucky,
$200 by the Lexington Female Colonization Society, and $50 by Breckinridge at
a camp meeting on his farm, to which sum he added #100 from his own pocket.
African Repository, March 1832, 8:32.

« A, Mills to Birney, Frankfort, July 1, 1833; Birmey, Letters, 80, 8l1.
Mills too is critical of Finley's immoderate conduct.

62Rrom the New York Evangslist; Liberator, February 8, 183k, h:22.

63Rcbert VWickliffe presided at a Lexington colonization meet October 1831,
a% which it was proposed that a ten cent head tax on slaves be levied to raise
removal funds. Maysville Eagle, October L, 1831l. Wickliffe washed his hands
of the colonization movement 18L0 when Breckinridge caused him to believe
it to be contaminated by antislavery designs. Martin, Anti-Slavery, 56.
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{ By the end of 1833 Birney had become almost exclusively interested in the
cause of emancipation. Colonization might satisiy the needs of conscientious
individuals desiring to confer freedom on their charges, tut it couid never
accomplish the one objec’ that dominzated his attention. Colonization might
yet be "...the modse under Jivine providence of enlightening and christianizing
robbed and spolled AFRICA," but it could never he made to stir the South
sufficiently "....,b0 make it the means of ridding us of Slaver’;g."&‘ He was
resolved to find a more direct path. )

In December of 1833 nine emancipationists, meeting in Lexington at the
prompting of B:Lrna};r,65 formed the Kentucky Society for the Gradual Relief of
the State from Slavery. The "Constitution and Address," written by Birney and
signed by John Green, Secretary, boldly announced the object of the Society to
be "the total abolition of slavery throughout the Camcmalth.“éé) The propo-
sition was, admittedly, revolutionary; yet it could be announced in view of

67

the fact that many were sympathetic to it. Thres~fourths of Kentuckians

were not slave-holders and thus, on the face of it, had no interest in the

contimuance of slavery.

éhBirney to Gurley, Danville, December 11, 1833; Birney, Letters, 98.

6sBefore leaving Alabama he had contacted the men connected with the old
orivate emancipation society, sugpesting several resolutions which he had to
abandon because they thought them too extreme. William Birney, Birney, 131-3,
Birmey unfortunately offers no details on this. The cholera epidemic of 1833
prevented organizing a year earlier. African Repository, April 1843, 10+i3.

6631:':1037, lLetters, 100. According to Dwight L, Dumond, Anti-glav
Origins of the Civil War (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1939), 26,
the Address was "almost certainly written by Birney."

67Again reference to the mysterious antislavery majority in Kentucky. "We
can take the non-slaveholders with us, and they constitute the majority,"
Ureen wrote to Breckinridge, September 17, 1832; quoted Connelley and Coulter,

Yentucky, 2:800.
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(Dominating Birney's essay was the belief that the advance of civilization
pad rendered slavery intolerable. The evil inaugurated by colonial ancestors

was charged to "the vice of the times," rather than to any innate depravity.

The "benighted" human mind, incapable of understanding the "rights of man,?®
was unable to comprehend the enormity of its actions, But now "the sentence

of condemnabion has been passed upon [slaver;ﬂ by the civilized world...," a

Judgment so universal that no respectable Kentuckian would controvert the
deciaion.) It might seem to some that the formér transgression should be
condemned and the other absolved; but this was a delusion contrary to reason.
Both violated the law of nature, whose author created no slaves, tut ordained

that every man enter the world unshackled.] How much greater, in fact was the

evil of perpetuating slavery than hac been its introduction.

The one [Bimey elabora‘bsd] consisted of a few acts of heartrending
oppression.... The other consists in innumerable wrongs inflicted
on the slave and his posterity for a period of time already amounting
to two lmndred years, and extending an unkmown length along the dark
vista of futurity. o-The first wrong was inflicted in an age, when
as we have intimated, the rights of man were imperfectly understood;
and when to e a heathen was deemed a sufficient reason for depriving
the unhappy victim of aill his personal rights as a human being, and
cutting him off from all the charities of life. The second wrong
(the unnecessary contimuance of bondaga) is perpetrated by use-
enjoying the full blaze of that light which our own revolution and
other similar events have thrown upon the principles of ecivil and
religious liberty=--by us who hold up our institutions as patterns
from which the statesmen and patriots of other nations are invited
to copy, and who boast our country to be the frggst on the Globe,

and an asylum for the opprsassed of every other.

(fet, though the justification of slavery in the abstract may have been
abandoned, there were those--the proslavery spokesmen--who defended the

continuance of slavery by prophesying that enormous evils would attend

o
6 "Constitution and Address;" Birney, Letters, 101-2.




S0
emancipation. Along with opposition to slavery, they professed adherence to
colonization, but declared in the same breath that removal would not succeed.)
Emancipation, they declared, would then mean turning a degraded caste out on
society, to pilfer and amalgamate. There was a portion of truth mingled with
these unsound arguments, Birney conceded, and sympathy should be had for all
those who, taking this euperficlal view of the matter, were appalled by the
tarmy of difficulties" that harrassed the cuestion, QBut the slaveholders were
speaking of the consequences of immediste emancipation. Their objections might
be allayed because Birney and hia associates contemplated only "immediate

preparation for future emancipation.” Recognizing that slavery was a great

moral and political evil, unjustiliable the day it could be terminated, the
resolve to reform outweighed every other consideration. Preparation for
emancipation must presuppose the will to emancipate.

We are fully persuaded Birney affirmed +{hat adequate preparation
for that kind of future gradnal emancipation, whieh will operate
beneficially to both the master and slave, can Le successfully
comenced in no other way, than by deciding first, that slavery shall
cease to exist--absolutely, unconditionally, and irrevocably. When
that is settled, then, but not till then, the whole commmity (of
whites) will feel a common interest, in making the best possible
preparation for the event, --bub S0 long &8s perpetual slavery
remains engrafted on our constitution, there wﬁ§ be found a power-
ful and influential class of the commmnity, intemggegl, in opposing
all attempts to bring the system to a termination.

Birney's faith in progress was again demonstrated in the resolution to leave|
the final work to the wise legislators of the future., The wisdom of his
generation, he felt, would consist in taking in hand the necessary task of

Preparing the way. And that, as Birney saw it, was a most grave responsibility.

69“Constitation and Addressj" Birey, Letters, 105,




Every person, who is the least observant of the progress of publie
opinion and of what is doing in the world, on the subject of
domestic slavery, must be satisfied, that it cannot last very long
in this country. Should we refuse to enter on the work of emanci-
pation, our children will have to do it under circumstances much
less favorable, than now exist., That which we might do as mere
matter of Juaticaé or favor, or expediency, they may be compelled

to by necessity.?
As its econtribution to this work of active preparation, the Society committed

jitself to private emancipation, each member being obliged to free any slave
that would be born his property when that slave reached the age of twenty-
fiva-71 For a time the organization grew, atiracting eleven more members in
the next three years, but then collapsed from lack of support and from the
reaction that cccurred at the end of 1835.72

{Probabtly the most singular feature of the "Constitution and Address" was
its comtemplation of emancipation without removal. To be sure, homage was paid
to colonization, which most members of the Society supported. But the failure
of colonizatione-and ",..it still remains uncertain, whether the American
people will give to the colonization cause, that efficlent ald which is
necessary to insure success...," Birney stated--must not deter emancipation,
What would happen to the Negro after emancipation was an open question to be

hendled in the future; nonetheless, individually members of the emancipation

—7°"Conatituhion and Address;" Birney, Letters, 108,
N1vid., 99.

72Coleman, Slavery Times, 298. Birney hoped to make John Boyle of the U.S.
District Court entucky president of the Society, but the Judge died in 183l
Allen, Kentucky, 277. He then tendered the same invitation, again unsuccess-
fully, to John J. Crittenden. Mixing politice with emancipation was a rare
thing in the history of the antislavery movement in Kentucky. Anna M. Coleman,
The Life of John J. Crittenden, with Selections from His Correspondence and
Speeches (2 vols., Philadeiphia, 1873), 06. HMartin's estimate of the member-
ship is higher--sixty or seventy members by the end of 183L. Martin, Anti-

Slavery, 70.
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society had their own "....impressions as to some of the measures which should
follow amancipation."za The measures Birney outlined--trade apprenticeship and
basie education for the Hegroes--were clearly aimed at preparing thé colored
people for freedom in the land of their birth, for they were presented as
slternative to persecution and banishment. It is true that he felt the freed-
men should be encouraged and assisted to emigrate, but, unlike Breckinridge,
Birney would not consider forced removal.

(Only a few months later, in early May, Birney abandoned colonization
entirely, and on July 15 issued an uncompromising attack on that enterprise
which helped ring about the almost complete collapse of the A.C.S. in 1838.7h
The turnabout came as a great surprise to many;75 but it is apparent that the
change in Birney's thinking was not a duak-to-davn.affai:u) From the very
beginning there is evidence that his alleglance to colonization was not without
reservation. In view of the moral fervor punctuating all his ﬁorks after the
profound experience of his conversion, the idea of Birney compromising with
gslaveholders and timid emancipationists againét his deepest sentiments and
principles presents a not at all convincing picﬁﬁraiﬁ‘The evidence is conclusive
that the compromise did exist in his mind, but it was a painful arrangement and

could not last long. There is also some reason to believe thav his faith in

‘7§"Gonatitution and Address;” Birney, Letters, 106.
W1pid,, xiv.

75January 183l Birney was unwittingly elected Vice President of the K.C.S,
African Repository, November 183L, 10:258. The public was not entirely un-
prepared, howsver, for word got out that Birney was trying to discourage Rev.
B. 7, Peers, a former President of Transylvania University, from starting a
colenization paper. William Bimey, Birmey, 1L0-1. For notice of Peers'
colonization activities, see A.C.S. 12th Anmal Report, 496.
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colonization was equivocal from the beginning. In a letter of July 26, 1832,
Gurley had expressed great satisfaction that Birmey had not

+sesdecided the important question submitted to you, against us, and

I can hardly doubt, that on more mature reflection, you will accept

the proposed agency. It seems t0 me there will in such case be

opened before you the widest and most interesting field of usefulness.
Two days earlier Weld had declared to Birney that he was greatly "....interested

in your decision upon the great cuestion which you have under considaration.“76

Was Birney merely deciding whether or not to accept a commission from the A.C.S.?
or was he weighing the respective merits of colonization and abolition? What
was the "great question" he resolved in favor of the Colonization Society?
Whatever the answer, it is clear that Birney had been drawing away from
colonization almost from the start as a sense of impending crisis grew in his
mind, 77

{The "Letter on Colonization" represents fie resolution of the conflict
troubling Birney over the colonization platform's compromise with slave-
hcldsra.78 For a time he had tolerated, even appealed to, selfish motives as
useful aids in producing a benevolent attitude. But then he had come to

recognize a total incongruity in this position; the two principles of

“TBhurley to Birney, Washington D. C., July 26, 1832; Birney, Letters, 1l
Weld to Rirmey, Maury County, Spring Hill, Tennessee, July 2L, 1832; 1bid., 13.

775hcrtly after the appearance of the "Constitution and Address" he spoke
%o a group of citizens assembled in the Mercer County eourthouse of ominous
events rolling over the horizon. He warmly commended colonization in the same
breath, "....but gave it as his conviction that it could not relieve us of the
black population," At best it was merely "a valuable auxiliary." African
Rerository, April 183L, 10shli. In view of the fact that these statements were
printed by the A.C.S., Birney's defection should not have been a total surprise.

70gditors of the Lexington Intelligencer Clark and Bryant, who were
colonizétion emancipationists awaTe of the weaknesses of colonization, published
the "Letter® after it had been returned by the editor of the Western Luminary
in June, Birney, Letters, 122n.
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penevolence and self-interest, he believed, were diametrically opposad.79

5k

Contradicting those believing (with some reason) that colonization provided a

tsafe! outlet for antislavery sen‘bmant,so long and discouraging exﬁerience had
convinced Birney that colenization had "....done more to rock the conscience of
the Slaveholder into slumber, and to make this slumber soft and peaceful , than

all other causes united."el

This inflating of false hopes would have to cease
before any desire for emancipation, properly founded, could be productive,

"All great revolutions of sentiment in masses of men, calling, of course, for

a corresponding change of action, must lay their foundations in some great
principle...,” Birney asserted) Those of the A.C,S., a curious compound of
truth and falsehood, he represented as: 1) slavery as it is, is jJustifiable;
immediate emancipation is unthinkable; 2) the free Negroes are unhappy-~and
undesired; 3) they desire to be sent to Africaj L) there they will Christianize
and civilize the continen‘b.83 Such a credo, Birmey insisted, could only
paralyze "the power of the _p_g_u}_lg."eh And, he added, cripple "the power of the

ministry in the South.," It was only proper, he felt, that the churches should

17"gJastmes G, Birney, Letter on Colonization, Addressed to the Rev. Thornton
J. Mills, Correspond:%lg Secrebary of tne Kentucky Coionization Society
TBoston. Tarrison & Knapp, 183

J « De Paxton, Letters on Slav 3 Addressed to the Cumberland Congregstio
Virginia, J. D. Paxton, Their ormer Pastor (Lexington; A, T. §kﬂ%§,
1833), L. Paxton ",,.thinks Lhat the Anti-Siavery Societies will do good by
bringing the public mind to think on the subject" of colonization, yet
explicitly declares that colonization will not abolish slavery. The Andover
student already mentioned reports to Garrison, Liberator, March 22, 183lL, L:LS.
Paxton was thus halfway to abandoning colonization, but Pirney could by no
means accept such a position,

BlBimy to Gerrit Smith, Danville, November 1k, 183L; Birney, Letters, 150.
32airney to Cerrit Smith, Danville, January 31, 18353 Ibid., 175.
BBimey "Letter on Colonization,™ 10.

),
8‘“;»4.;.:.1.0,?, "Letter on Colonization," 20.
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pe the agents of the greét benevolent design of emancipation, Birney was deeply
disturbed at the almost universal support given colonization by the various
dgnominaticns. He was resolved to combat this allegiance and estabiish in its
place an adherence to right principles.

‘The presbyterians were the most active denomination in criticizing slavery,
As early as 1811 the Kentucky Synod had declared slaveholding to be morally
evil, and obliged all who could not free their slaves to treat them as though
they were free.85 At the ennuel meeting of 1832 the Synod had approved the
proposals "That in the view of this Synod, Slavery as it exists within our
bounds 1s a great moral evil, and inconvistent with the word of God." ‘Members
Lmre advised to support the A.C.S, and all gradual voluntary emancipation
feasures. This gain for antislavery was partially nullified the following
year, however, when the Synod declined to renew the rasolution, adopting in
its stead one postponing the subject indsfinitely.eé) The setback was highly
resented by Rev, Robert J. Breckinridge, who felt that, though legal means of
ppposing slavery might often be lacking, moral mesns had always to be exercised.

fo demonstrate his opinion in tus matter, he refused to sit in the Synod.87

8SJamum B. Scouller, iistory of the United Presbyterian Church of North
krerica (%gg}ican Church History Serles, Wew York: Charles Soribner's Sons,
[9EIQ]’ 17 .

“6¢ladsland, Birney, 98,99.

87wy Do believe....that slavery is a sin to him who in any way supports it.
[n supgort of this opinien, I did in 1830 steke and lose in Lentucky, whatever
political influence years of rrevious and not unsuccessful effort had secured}
Bnd in 1833 I did solemnly and publicly refuse to sit as a corresponding member
pf the Synod of Kentucky, after that body refused to say that God's law con-
ferned slavery," Breckinridge recapitulated. New-York Evangelist; in

biberator, March 1, 183k, 4:173.
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@rhe next Synod was to meet in the town of Danville, which Birney had

nelped make the center of considerable antislavery activity.88

Here was an
opportunity to publish an appeal to the Synod to renew its stand of 1833.)
There was considerable difficulty finding a publisher. Editor Coons of the

Presbyterian Western Luminary, though sympathetic to the cause of emancipation,

rejected the manuscript as "....too strong for the times-~rather too high
wrought 2 picture of the sin of slavery in the Presbyterian Church...."
#,.eelt could injure the cause which you wish to advance...," he advised.89
Rev. Joln C. Young, son-in-law of John J, Crittenden and a nephew-in-law of
Robert J. Breckinridge, had approved Birney's manuscript and attempted to
intervene with Coons, but failed., The article was finally printed in the

Cincinnatl Jourmnal.

[On September 17, 183k the "Letter to the Ministers and Elders, on the Sin
of Holding Slaves and the Duty of Immediate Emancipation” appeared and was
distributed widely with great energy, reaching ministers of all den.aminations.9Q
It opened with one of the most vitriolic indictments of slavery yet to appear
in Kentucky antislavery literature,

Its effects upon its subjects are to stupify and berumb the mind, to

vitiate the conscience, to multiply the sins of the grossest character,

to exclude the knowledge of God and Christ, as well as of the necessity

cf any preparation for the world to come, and of course, to prepare
them for hell,

"®Bimey's slavenolding brother~in-law informed him, with ehagrin, that his
wor was "no doubt with effect about lanville." George C. Thompson to Birney,
Shawanee Springs, Kentucky, October 18, 193l Zirney, Letters, 13,

Pavram T. Skillman conveys the messaze 5o “irney, August 25, 183L; Ibid.,
123n,

7MNeld to Birney, Cincinnati, September 10, 163L; Ibid., 133, 134. The
letter was dated September 2. Martin (Anti-Slavery, 85n) has confused the
S'mod of 183k with that of 1833,
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Slavery was held responsible for "indolence, diabolical passions, deadness to
the claims of justice and the calls of mercy, a worldly spirit, and contempt
for a large portion of our fellow-crea’c.urea."gl) Dramatically Birney asked
whether Paul's admonition to servants to be loyal to their masters meant that
the apostle would have countenanced such great evils. Would he have been
obliged to consult the Phrygian slave code, to collate the laws and gather
testimony as to "....the recognized and approved customs of oppression? Or
would he have taken up the word of God, the perfect law of Liberby...?“92
Cutting through the dilemma with a direct moral appeal, Birney would have none
of either the Biblical or the constitutional arguments; he was aware of the
consequences of his stand, but certain that it was both justified and necessary.
"You may, it is true, be called madmen; but Sharp, Clarkson, and Wilberforce,
were so baptized by the enemies of 1mmanity...."93 With this litany of the
great names in British abolition, Birmey proclaimed himself a revolutionary.
A1l other considerations paled before that of the sinfulness of slavery.

€:..ff.‘lm "Letter to the Ministers" had considerable immediate effect upon the
Synod, where Judge John Green, a close friend of Birney (who attended as &
spectator), upheld the view that "....slavery as it exists among us, and as it
is recognized by our laws and constitution, [is/ sinful....”gh The resolution

finally adopted was not all Birney and Green had hoped for, but at least it was

._‘—ﬁBimey, lLetter to the Ministers, 2.
921bid., 8.
?3p14,, 18,
9"‘Bimsy, “Diary," October 7, 183L; Birney, Letters, 109n.
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one step forward.95 The "Declaration and Resolutions of the Synod of Kentucky

concerning Slavery" commenced:

This Synod, believing that the system of absolute and hereditary
domestic slavery, as it exists among the members of our communion, is
repugnant to the principles of our holy religion, as revealed in the
sacred Scriptures, and that the continuance of the system, any longer
than is necessary to prepare for its safe and beneficial termination,
is sinful, feel it thsir duty earnestly to recommend to all Preshyteries,
church sessions, and people under their care, to commence immediate
preparation for the termination of slavery among usy --so that this
evil may cease to exist with the present penerationj and the future
offspring of our slaves may be free.96 )

Slaves of the present generation were not to be disregarded, for many
Presbyterians would find it to considerable advantage to emancipate them,
Others, especially the young, should be prepared for emancipation. These
injunctions were not made mandatory; it was thought better to leave them
"..so.to the operation of the Christian law of love on the consciences of men."
To further the work of preparing slaves for liberation a committee of ten,
headed by John C. Young, was appointed to compose a plan "....for the moral
and religious instruction of our slaves, and for their future emancipation...,"
to be submitted for the consideration of the individual Presbyteries,
(Praparing the slaves for emancipation could be approved by those who might
believe emancipation without removel to be the only alternative. This was how
Birney understood it, for he had declared that the rmces were already living
together successfully, and that "the melioration of knowledge, science, and

liberty" would dissipate what degradation and vice marred the relationship.97

3Birnay to Gerrit Smith, Danville, November 1L, 183L; Ibid., 1L8,

) :6“D@c1aration and Resolutions of the Synod;" Liberator, November 8, 183k,
1178,

97Wastern Luminary, March 5, 183L.
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Few others went so far. In order to placate the moderates, the Synod refrained
from &n unbending denouncement of the continuance of slavery as sinful, Zven
more conservative was the resolution:

That this 5ynod have unabated confidence in the scheme of African
Colonization, and hope of its great usefulness: and that we look upon
African Colonization as one interesting door of hope opened to us in
the providence of God for doing a signal service of patriotism to our
common country, an act of Justice to the unfortunste African race
among us, and for spreading the blessings of civilization and the ever-
lasting gospel in the interior of Africa.

The resolutions were adopted by a vote of [ifty six to eight, with seven
abstentions.) By a subsequent motion it was directed that the "Declaration and

Resolutions™ be printed in the Western Luminary and read to each congregation.ge

(The measure was a compromise capable of embracing a wide variety of
opinions. Soms thought the Church should not interfere in the matter. Others
hesitated advancing too far ahead of public opinion., The majority were
evidently still loyal to colonization; but those who were not could be satisfied
with the qualifying phrase "....Colonization as one interesting door of
hope...." in the article on removal. The debate and private interchange dis-
closed eight abolitionists.’® Rev. William L. Breckinridge, brother of Robert
Ereckinridge, described the resolutions as "as strong meat as our babes can
bear," even though they might not bs satisfactory to all.loo Robert
Breckinridge declared that the Synod's statement was the most suited to his

—%I’t. was reprinted in full in the Liberator, November 8, 183k, 43178,

?petor Vanarsdall to Birney, New Providence, Kentucky, January 22, 1835;
Birney, Letters, 169-70. Manusecript Inclosures, Ibid., 219-20,

100411 1am L., Breckinridge to Joshua L. Wilson, Danville, October 18, 183l
Joshua L. Wilson papers, p. 7023 Durrett Collection Mss.
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jdeas that he had heard.lol Birney too was pleased that as much as was possible
pad been done. It comes as a surprise, then, that Birney found the compromise
in John Young's position, when expressed more fully in a subsequent speech, so
intolerable. TYoung's "Address to the Presbyterians of Kentucky, Proposing a
Plan for the Instruction and Emancipation of their Slaves," in Birney's opinion,|
adninistered a powerful anodyne, putting to sleep earnest and persevering minds,)
and revealed its author as useless Lo the cause.loz
A look at Young's "Adress" makes Birney's attitude seem rather surprising.
The minister opened with the direct proposition that slavery wag a vioclation
of God's law, ﬁatural and revealed. It transgressed man's right to the proceeds|
of his labor, to individual liberty, and to personal security. Young was
proceeding firmly toward the same doctrine of the sinfulness of slavery which,
ironically, Birney held to »e of the highest importance. The exclamations
that punctuate Young's admonition are significant., Though suspended, he
argued, the laws of nature could never be supersaded by earthly statutes; they
remained to impose a grave moral burden upon all who contributed in any way to
the perpetuation of slavery. %And do we not participate in its criminality if
we uphold i%?* Cruelty, degradation, and oppression are inherent in the very
system itself, "And can any man believe that such a thing as this is not
sinful«-that it is not hated by God~e-and ought not be be abhorred and abolished
by man?" All natural motivation is dulled by the whip, while that education by

which the slave would raise himself out of his miserable condition is denied,

lOlThompson and Breckinridge, Discussion, 116,

102Birnay to Gerrit Smith, Danville, Jamary 31, 1835; Birmey, Letters, 17L,
175, Young had shown his "Address" to Birney before publication; Firney fgok
open exception, btut was unable to persuade Young to reconsider. Birney's
surprising attitude is discussed in the following pages.
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and he 18 abandoned to founder in that state of license where no decent family
1ife can survive. "Can this system be tolerated without 8121?“103 Uncon-
ditional emancipation, abolition, was the logical answer; but cirecumstances
would not permit it. The Negro needed restraint and time for morasl and
intellectual improvement. PBut this must not be allowed to disguise an attempt
to put off the final reckoning. Fellowing through in one concentrated sweap
to the very same enlightened stand Birmey had adoptdd, Young eoncluded on the
forevoding apocalyptic note that is found in all Kentucky antislaveryites who
finally reached the determination that the work of emancipation must be
commenced out of obedience to a trenchant moral imperative.

The groans of millions do not arise forever unheard, before the

throne of the Almighty. The hour of doom mist soon arrive--the

storm must soon gather«-the bolt of destruction must soon be

lmrled--end the guilty must soon be dashed in p:i.eceﬁ.:!-‘-:‘g

~ot once did Young mention removal, whereas the resolutions of the Synod,
which Birney had approved with rescrvation, very explicitly commended it.
Apparently Birney's ideas were congealing very rapidly. ( By the end of 183k
further fluctuation in his opinions was unlikely. Convinced that slavery,
because of its utter sinfulness, must be eradicatedw-moral demands cancelling
out all practical considerations~-he set out to abolitionize Kentucky. )

( In June 183} Birney began working as a secret agent for the Tappan-Weld

Anerican Anti-Slavery Society.los On Mareh 18, 1635 the Kentucky Anti-Slavery

10330mn ¢, Young and John Brown, Address to the Presbyterians of Kentucky,
Proposing a Plan for the Instruction and Emancipation of Their Slaves (Newbury-
port, Massachuset%s: Chnarles Whipple, 1636), 2, L, 1l, 17.

10kYoung, Address, 2.

105Bamas, using the Minutes of the A.A.S. Agency Committee, gives the date
a8 April 18, tut the Pirney-Weld correspondence indicates thet the commission
wes not accepted until two months later. Weld to Rirney, Lane Seminary
Cincinnati), June 19, 183L; Tirney, Letters, 121,
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society, an auxiliary of the American Anti-Slavery Society, was founded at
Qanvilla,m(j James M. Buchanan of Centre College was elected President,

Jr. Luke Munsell, previously an active colonization aupporter,m? Oérresponding
Secretary., DBirney, who had organized the Society, was placed last in a list of

five Vice Presidenta,i08

The proposal that the Society associate itself with
the A.d.5. was offered to the members hesitantly, but was welle-supported, and
Birney was chosen to be a delegate to the A.A.S. Anniversary meeting in

May 1835.109 In compliance with instructions from sirmey, the notice of the
event appearing in the New York Emancipator, the A.A.S. organ, was factual and
brief. Yet it did not fail to note that the members of the Kentucky Antislavery|
Society had not reached unanimity on one very important point. "Our meeting,"
the new Society reported, "was conducted with the sweetest harmony, there being
scarcely any difference of opinion, except as to the 6th resolution, the
substance of which, is that 'moral, temperate, and industrious' colonists taken
from our free colored people will not Christianize Afr:’:.cat...."n0 A number of
[rembers evidently retained a measure of sympathy for the more benevolent

laspects of colonization.nl

106rhe New York Emancipator gives the date as March 19, Liberator, April L,
1E35, 5:55, This date Ts“ums!a'd"‘by Martin (Anti-Slavery, 26). umond tAntialaverg
01‘1%&, 32) agrees that it was March 18,
Ofa.C.S. 12 Annual Report, 7h; Commentator, December 13, 183l. While
resident of the Danville Deaf and Tumb Asylum he had worked closely with his
Eellow Presbyterian Bimey. Dumond, Antislavery Ori » 283 1839 he moved to
ndiana where he managed the entislavery society of that State. Birney,

Letters, 187n.
Toal»ibemtor, May 16, 1835, 5:77.

logB:Lrnay to Lewis Tappan, Danville, March 19, 1835; Birney, Letters, 186~7.
110Gy ot ed Liberator, April L, 1835, 5:5%.

1llunsall had been an sctive supporter of the X.C.S. in Frankfort., A.C.S. ,
L2th Annual Report, 7h.
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i
(In May the prospectus of the Philanthropist, and Advocate of Emancipation

appeared, the publication of which was to commence the first weel in August.

A note of great urgency prevailed, coupled with the most uncompromising moral
jnsistence. Unless the great evil of slavery be at once blotted out, it would
in a short time grow beyond the pale of all human remedy, becoming in the end
overwhalming.3 All the socisl evils of the system were once more arralignede~
the fostering of an aristocratic spirit contrary to republican principles, the
levelling and extinction of the honest laboring classes, the cbstruction of the
advance of universal educa‘bion.n2 Furthermore, slavery was declared opposed
t0 "....the foundstion principle of our government, that 'all men are created
equal' and have an 'inalienable right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness'." But these articles were clearly subordinated to moral consideratidns
| 0f several reasons which Birney gave to demonstrate the necessity ol the
principle of immediate action, the first three and the last underscored the
noral evil of slavery.

1. Slavery is utterly opposed to the Christian Religion as
taught in the Bible. Injustice being an unavoidable ingredient of
Slavery--its continuance, whatever modifications it may be made to
assime, must also be opposed to the Christian Religion.

2., It ie the mighty barrier--resisting the progress of pure
religion in the aslaveholding States.

3. It threatens to corrupt Christianity throughout our country=-
by ingrafting upon it the error, that the apprehension of social
inconveniences following emancipation makes the sin of slaveholding
no longer sin,

9. Because Slaver%, the institution of man/,/ is opposed to

Libertg, the institution of God. In a contest with the Almighty we
mast overthrown., ‘'Who hath hardened himself against Him and hath

prospered?/'/. )

11§Thia 1ast article paid tribute to the education reform movement then
gaining ground in the State. Francis B. Simkins, A History of the South
(New York: A, A, Knopf, 1953), 176.
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Avove all, then, slavery must be destroyed because it was sinful. Only when
that sin were rooted out would the attendant evils cease, and the "land...be

vlessed of God," !Thus the Philanthropist prospectus announced a policy of

immediate emanecipation which subordinated all considerations to that of a
religious obligation so pressing that it had to be made a part of public policy
in order that the people might be relieved of their burden of guilt,

- Believing that the evils of Slavery, like &ll others of the same
nature, have their origin and continusnce in sin, and that the only
way of terminating them, is, to desist from the sin, with which they
are indissolubly connected,~~the 'Philanthropist! will maintain
immediate emancipation, not only as the religious duty of every man,
who holds his brother in bondage, but as the policy best caleulated
to advance the interests of the community to their highest condition
of prosperity.

The very unique suggestion of a causal connection between righteousness and
prosperity remained undeveloped, for Birney's work in Kentucky was drawing near
a dramatic close.

The prospects for any sort of success were getiing steadily poorer. The
Kentucky Synod's compromise on the matter of colonization soon outweighed in
Birney's mind what had for a moment Qéamsd plausible gains./ In January 1835
he journeyed to Frankfort to hear the views on slavery elicited in the dsbate
over calling a constitutional convention. He hesrd enough discussion of
emancipation, but extreme demands for compensating slaveholders caused him
uneaaiﬁass. Not once did he hear an appeal to the rights of the slave. In
fact, a bill was introduced in the Senate on Jamusry 7 which would prohibit
private emancipatlion without removal within six months. Negroes found within

the State beyond that period would be liable to seizure without warrant, and
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to sale into slavery for life by any citizen of Kentucky. (The publie
temper showed itself even more plainly in response to Birney's announced plan
to publish an antislavery newspaper. From Barren County a friend reported that

the local citizens were not prepared for the Philanthropist, which project

gsuggested to them the possibility of social upheaval .1“*‘) At Shelbyville a
pablic discussion of whether a constitutional convention should be called to
settle the question of emancipation resulted in several reasclutions that
deprecated slavery, but at the same time emphatically opposed any settlement

that would leave the blacks within the State. -+’

magnlified the unfavorableness of the situation. Unmistakable signs of just how

the great majority of pecple felt, rather than having a discouraging effect

upon his ambitions, merely drove him on to & more extreme position, As he saw

113“Feelings almost of dismay came over me, when I heard and considered,
that this language came from the summit of the ;reat mass yet to be penetrated
by the truth...," Birney wrote to Cerrit Smith on January 31. Birney, Letters,
174, 176n.

John Jones to Birney, Glasgow, July 25, 18353 Ibid., 223.

usl'hase citizens very plainly condemned slavery on both moral and political

grounds~=",,,.a violation of the natural rights of man," they concluded.
Furthermore they believed emaneipation wo so profit the Stete economically
&s to compensate well the immedlate losses sustained, But, much as they
deprecated slavery, they would not tolerate the social disruption Pirney
appeared to them to be advocating. "Resolved, That no system of cmancipation
will meet our approbation, unless COLON ON be 1nseparably connected with
1%, and that any scheme of emancipation which will Teave tue blacks within cur
borde:c, is more Yo be deprecated than SLAVERY ITSELF. Liberator, July 11, 183
5:109. Coulter mistakenly places the Shelby meet after Birney's departure for
Ohio, Connelley and Coulter, Kentucky, 2180,

( Finally, Birmey's own attitud&

%
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it, an impasse had been reached., OCradualism had proven itself bankzupt.llé
The remaining alternative, one most suited to Birney's moral intensity, was the
spplication of the full truth. The principal effect of recent diahéartening
exoeriences had been to drive Birney to a position gquite beyond that of any of
his antislavery colleagunes., No practical objection would now alter his in-
sistence that the Negro must be awsrded civil rights at once. Soecial rights
would follow of their own accord}”) He rejected outright any title of the

118 Perhaps most alarming was his deafense of

slaveholdsr to compensation,
interference by other states, (Attending the A.A.S, Anniversary in New York,
he proposed:
That, for the permanent safety of the Union, it is indispensable that
the whole mora§ power of the %ree States should be concentrated and
brought into action for the extermination of slavery among us.-L9

116rpe conciliators, the "quacks" who preached graduslism, did not contrie
bute to the progress of emancipation. Thay only salved the consciences of thosq
who had to slavery ",...ln the abstract a hatred that is perfect," making them
content with "the enormities of siavery in prectice.," Birmey %o Lewis Tappan,
Danville, February 3, 18353 Birney, Letters « Only the presentation of
avolition as an imnediate moral oblization could stimulate the progress so
lacking. "It is the total failure of zradualism to lay hold of men's
congclences, that must ever render it Thef Tectual for bhe extermi ation of
Slavery in our country.," "Of this I feel confident, that nothing but the most
tremendous mental shock--nothing short of the fear of Hell will make fthe slaved
hol2/ -asign his hold," Pirney declared, Pirney to Cerrit Smith, Denville,
November 1l, 103k; Ibid., 1L8; Birmey to Lewie Tappan, Danville, February 3,
18355 Ibide, 179.

U 7eld to Blrney, Cincinnati, August 7, 183Ly Ibid., 127-8.

118Bimay told a Quaker delegation from Massachusetts that he believed in
no right to compansation for relinquishing that which was never rightly held.
The sinful character of slavery was enough to negate any idea of compensation.
Liberator, July L, 1835, 5:108.

From New York he proceeded to lecture engegements in Connecticut, Rhode

Island, Hassachusetts and New Hampshire, July 10 he was home again, sunmoned
by urgent letters. William Birney, Birney, 179.
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It is my firm conviction, that if Ohio would rise as ons man, in the

dignity of her great moral and intellectual power, and declare to the

slaveholders of Kentuckye-!Y0OU ARE WRONGe~-your oppression is condemned

by God, and shall meet with no favor from us' that the death-blow would

be given to slavery, not only in Kentucky, but through the whole South,

No chaiﬁ could withstand the concentrated radiance of such virtuous

action,1<0
According to E, Merton Coulter, here was ",...a brand of slavery opposition
which was new to Kentuckians; no halfeway measures.... Emgneipation, immediate
and complete, obtained hy fair means or foul (for the cause hallowed the means),
was now the battle cry.“lzl The radicalism of Birney's antislavery must be
emphasized; but care has to be taken to determine exactly what "foul means" the
cause hallowed for him., Advocating immediate emancipation did not necessarily
exclude recourse to constitutional channels. The appeal to ths North to bring
the South to abolish slavery called for moral suasione-"...,only through the
power of the truth applied to the understanding and conscience of slave-
holders,..."=-not for pikes and canmn.lz? That Birney was ready to forego
granting compensation to slaveholders is evidence enough of his revolutionary
stand; but he had not reached the last stages of extramism. Birney was not,
and never became, a Garrison abolitionist. )

On July 25 Birney got his first rough taste of the storm of opposition
gathering around his head when thirty citizens of the Danville area drafted a

1Jé.éﬁQuotwﬁad Liberator, May 9, 1835, 53175, "If any thing can save the
Southe...from the qunts....it must be the accumilated... sympathy of all
good men in the North with the slave in his sufferings, and the same kind of
condemnation, unmitigated and unyielding, of the oppressor, till he repents."
Birney to Cerrit Smith, Danville, July 171, 1835; Birney, Letters, 202.

121¢onnelley and Coulter, Zentucky, 21801,

122 ames G, Birney, Vindicatlon of Abolitionists. Reply to Resolutions
of 2 Body of Alabama Citizens, December J, foston:  lsaac Knapp, 1536),
5.” We abolitionists are . +ss0pposed to Violence and war, even for tha
attaimment of rights," Birmey declared. Ibid., 32.
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protest against his abolition schemes, an experiment, they declared,
",...¥Which no American Slaveholding community has found itself able to bear.!
Beware, they advised, for, in the absence of laws adequate to protect the
community from incendiaries, individual citizens had "the right of immediste
resistance.")rollawing this thinly concealed threat, however, the letter con-
————————

cluded with an advertent declaration of antislavery sympathy,

We would here remark, that we are not men who would see slavery
perpetuated, if it can be remedied rightfully. Some of us are willing
to see a state conventlon called, and a selection of the best remedy
submitted to their deliberate judgment. Many of us have been members
and warm supporters of the Colonization Society. All of us helieve
slavery a moral and political evil. 3But whilst they are amongst use-
whilst their own happiness and good treatment depends upon their
fidelity and contentment--whilst a respectable portion of the community,
to whom the laws secure them, choose o keep them; and a temporary
necessity thus keeps them amongst us; we would see them so kept and
treated as to make them most happy and contented and society most
quie‘b.133

Birney refused to be intimidated by the ssvere protest, and replied at once
with marked firmness. Nothing in his prospectus, he insisted, was calculated
or able to stir up the slaves. Such a development he himself dsprecated as
injurious to the progress of emancipation. "The action I contemplate is upon
the master, by arguments addressed to his understanding and his conscience,"
he affirmed, and accused his adversaries of being the ones guilty of stirring

up trouble. The rash expressions came from their side, not his .12h 'In a fine

m;. T, Taylor and Others to Birney, Danville, July 12, 1835; Birney,

L@tt@m, 199,200,

"Is it not the incessant chatter of thoughtless slaveholders aboub the
increasing indolence and insolence of their slaves--the everlasting ding dong
of inconsiderate and, very often severe masters, about the growing unruliness
of their negroes--the gossiping about the neighborhood of a mindred silly
stories and idle remarks,...well calculated to produce in the mind and eonduet
of the slaves the very state of things you so earnestly deprecate?” Bimey
tharged his assailants. Birney, Letters, 207,
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display of rhetorical aﬁility Birney cleverly held over the heads of his
opponents the appellation "un-American." Freedom of the press, one of the
tnost précious" rights of an American, could never for a moment be éurrendered.
Furthermore, those who contriluted in any way to the perpetuation of slavery

were ranging themselves on the side of aristocracy, for ",....ths slave holding

epirit produces the aristocrastic spirit...." They were abetting slavery and

vith it aristocracy, who, like the thirty Danville citizens, obstructed the
spread of ideas. Those who would have slavery ended must see the need for open
discussion. "The sooner this is begun, the sooner the trash and rushwood of
opposition to it is removed, the sooner the wisest heads and the most philan-
thropic hearts are sumnoned to aid with their counsel, the more certainly and
earlier will we attain a deliberate and wholesome conslugion," Biwmey
asserted.lzs

/Thsse words of defense, however, went unheedsd; instead, steps were taken
to silence this disturber of the peace who threatensd "the comfortable smugness
of the gtatus ggg.“lzﬁg answer to a handbill ealling for sympathizers to meet
on July 25 to register support of Birney's actions, the opposition gathered a
far larger crowd on the same night at the Danville Baptist church.127 Major

Jemes Barbour, president of the Branch Bank of Kentucky and treasurer of

125Tvid,, 209,

126Fladeland, Birney, 90.

127Birney to F. T, Taylor and Others, Danville, July 22, 1835; Birney,
Letters, 211, The charges and Birmey's reply appeared in the Frankfort
Eommonwealth, August 8, 1835, and in the Danville 0live Branch. The handbill

of Birmey's supporters bore nineteen signatures. Hardly the sedative the
situation required, it promised Birney's adversaries "trouble for their pains."
This was a challenge around which the commnity could be rallied. In the last
few months Pirney had encountered great trouble renting a hall to speak,
[Filliam Pirmey, Zirney, 18l.
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centre College, presidsd.lae Outstanding among those speaking out against
Birney was Rev, James K. Barch, who had been a member of the 183k Synod
comnittee on emancipation and slave sc:lm:ai:.fmx‘x.3'29 The resolutions adopted by
the assembly of four or five hundred persons celled for censure. (Bimey's
abolition plans were condemned as visionary, incendiery, dsst.mc‘hive of domestic]
relations, and unconstitutional, Wine-tenths of the citizens of Danville, it
wag declared, deplorcd his schemes; he was petitioned to abandon them.lBO
Nanvilla had nehleved a united front..} Four days later a mob appeared befors

the office of the Nlive Brench wherethe Philanthropist was to be published, A

certain Dismkes, whom Rirney had engaged es primter, defected. The mob
dispersed on the appearance of a former owner of the paper, himself a pro-
slaveryite .131 Put the demonstration, orderly as 4t wes, proved sufficient to
versuade firney that the effort had to be dropped, 'The experiment had ended
fatallys all hope dissipated, Pirney finally uttered the conclusion long nascent|

in his mind: the South was closed to abolition. In 1833 he had looked to

Kentucky as the last hope for emancipation. Now, in sharp conmtrast, he déelare‘j

"The Spirit of Slavery is the same every where--it is the same in Kentucky as

ﬁBConnalley and Coulter, Kentucky, 3:587.

129artin, Anti-Slavery, 85. Burch wys moderator of the Kentucky
Presbyterian Synod, Dumond, Antislavery Origins, 33.

130p 1 .

ey, Letters, 212nj Lexington Intelligencer, August 1, 1833 [8ic/.
John G, Miller, Charles H, Talbot, John Kincald, J. Barbour, R. Tilford were
also prominent in the proceedings. Frankfort Commonwealth, August 8, 1835.

131‘1‘113 former owner was J. J. Polk who quit his interest in the paper in
1833, He bought Dismuke's interest on this occasion. Peter Dunn and Others
to Pirney, Uanville, August 6, 1835; Bimey, Letters, 230,
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132 Nevertheless his work was not concluded; the assault on slavery

Louisiana,™
had now tq be carried to the Nor’bh.lB 3 )
Birmey was not the only white fugltive, voluntary or otherwise, from slaveryL
in Kentucky. It is impossible to estimate the number who, abhorring the
institution, left without entering the struggle against slavery, but the
evidence suggests a considerable mmber.lm *1 can no longer bear the remon-
strations of my conscience on the subject of holding slaves, and 1 cannot live
in this State without them," James Hlythe wrote to Rev., Joshua L. Wilson, a
former Kentuckian and an open opponent of slavery. Blythe declared his
intention to follow Wilson to Ohioet>> John Rankin, the famous Ohio anti-
slaverylte, had abandoned his Kentucky pastorate for one in Ripley on the
north bank of the River, and by 1830 nearly his whole congregation had
followeds13® At a meeting of ministers of the three major denominations in
Cineinnati in 1848 a Baptist told of the great difficulties he had encountered
when he attempted ".,..tc resist the damning influence of alavery...." Finallyyg
when his proposal to turn slaveholders out of the church was rejected, he had
packed up and left for tha freer air to the north.,>3! The Reverend Hervey Woods|

mﬁimey to Joseph Healy, nsar Danville, October 2, 18353 Ibid., 250.

133x,,,.00d will avenge himself of a Nation like this. And yet it is not
time for us to sit down and do nothing., It is as much as all the patriotism in
our country can do, to keep alive the spirit of liberty in the free states."
Birney to Gerrit Smith, Danville, September 13, 1835; Ibid., 2Li3.

13kyeaks, "Anti-Slavery," 28kL.
13531:;«;1:9 to Wilson, Lexington, April 12, 1832; Joshua L. Wilson Papers,
p. 558, Durrett Collection Mss.

13641113am Birney, Birney, 170. Ranicdin then devoted himself to aiding
Negroes, some of them fugitives, in Ohie. Wilbur H. Siebert, The Underground
Railroad from Slavery to Freedom (London: The Macmillan Company, 1899), 308.
nother case is relaved in & letter from Joseph Harrison to Josima Wilson,
November lj, 1835; Joshua L. Wilson Papers, p. 769, Durrett Collection Mss.

137autoblogra of Peter Cartwright, the Backwoods Preacher (edited by
L. P, m:miira‘, gew"‘!o?ﬁ":"‘"'cﬂr"m::"é Porter, /c.18567)7 Lil.
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of Glasgow, who had helped circulate the "Letter to the Ministers," also hoped
to move to Ohio. "To go to a free state has been my wish for years," he wrote
Bimey in September 183L. ™And no consideration could induce me to .stay[,] only
a hope of doing something to remedy the great av.ﬂ.."lBa

Birney did not retreat; it is more correct to say he was expelled, for had
he been allowed his way he would have carried on in Kentucky. He was obliged
to leave because of his extreme views, winich appeared all the more radical to
the public because they coincided with a far more potent cause of alarm. dJust
as the antislavery debate reached a peak, the first wave in a series of servile
insurrection panics struck, eulminating in the Vieksburg murders and similar
disturbances .139) As rumor swam into rumor, men wanted an accounting for what
seemed one concerted phenomenon, The Northern abolitionist, popularly
identified as rabid William Lloyd Garrison, was presented as the scapegoat,
This is why Birney's open assoclation with the American Antislavery Society has
to be regarded as highly impolitie; the revolt scares had not yet commenced,
but he should have realized the possibility. Xentucklans were totally
ignorant of the subtle distinctions propounded in 'New York abolitionism;!

13Sﬂer'&rey Woods to Birney, Glasgow, Septumber 30, 183L; Birney, Letters,
136. He remained, however, taking a teaching position at Glasgow Seminary.
Woods to Birney, Glasgow, October 19, 18363 Ibid., 368. "But here we are
forced to be silent. It is hard. I am unhappy about it," he complained.

’9Harbart, Aptheker, Ne Slave Revolts in the United States, 15261860
(New York: International 18hers, /Ce1939/)s Go=3e
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Weld was tims considered a pure Garrison man, and with him, Bimey.u‘o The
close association with Weld was of long standing and intimate. He and his Lane
Seminary colleagues worked feverishly to distribute the letters on éolonization
and to the ministers, and Weld was Musy through the summer of 1835 building an
jmpressive circulation, North and South, for the Philanthropist.lm After all
the precautions the two took in meeting, it is strange that Birney would write
that adverse association with abolitionism would be easily diasipated.lhz This
was certainly a serious miscalculation. An excess of idealistic entmsiasnm,
though noble in a way and to an extent necessary to the progress of the antie
slavery movement, had blunted his powers of realistic judgment.

( July 25, 1835 is to be regarded as a major event in the history of the

struggle against slavery south of the Masonelixon line., "That day," Dumond
143

agserts, “marked the end of the organized antisiavery movement in Kentucky,"”

1héﬂecember 1835, Birney published his defense of the abolitionists as
sincere and upright citizens. Birney, Vindication, 1}, Birmey had been fairly
warned about trucking with these people. WiLl H, Richardson wrote in December
1834: Your plan ",..1s one however so delicate and explosive in its tendency
as to require on the part of its advocates their caution, prudence and Jjudgment
in ite accomplishment. An injudiclous or illtimed movement would prostrate the
individuals concernsd and add new pangs to the sufferings and privations of the
slave." Lexington, December l, 183L; Birney, Letters, 153. At the same time
Weld was advising that any violence produced by adopting a radical position
would have a beneficial effsct on reasonable men, Weld to Birney, Cineinnati,
August 7, 18343 Ibid., 128, Bimey exercized a degree of caution, obviously
awara of the rigk. He and Veld met clandestinely, for Weld was known in
Kentueky, Weld to Birney, Cincinnati, June 19, 183ks Ibid., 121,

Uidye1d to Birmey, Cincinnati, June 19, 183L; Ibid.
l}"aBimay to Gerrit Smith, Danville, December 30, 183L; Birney, Letters, 162
W3pymond, Antislavery Origins, 33.
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1t is true that the organized movement depended entirely on Birney at the time;
put the cataclysm of July 25 removed only the head from a numerous body of anti-
glavery-minded Kentueckians, ardent to serve the cause in some way, a£ some time,
even if silenced for the moment., Their final effort, in 1849, was far better
organized than the private affair of 1835.)

What of the years in between? Pressure from the reaction to abolitionism
continued, waxing in intensity. The threat from slave-stealers seemed daily
presentj the practice was not as frequent as people believed, but several
flagrant instances served to create an exapgerated impression. Calvin Fairbank
and Delia Webster managed to spirit away a few slaves from central Kentucky.

A certain John Fairfield supposedly smuggled out a band of twenty eight in one
fell mop.lm‘ According to report, a certain ex-slave by name of John Mason
returned home from Canada to snable some 1,300 Kentucky brethren to share in
the blessings of freadcm.lhs This unwarranted interference was bitterly
resented; especially in these days was the myth of a great conspiraey alive in
the popular imagination. Kentucky knew her own problems and would hendle them
as she alone saw best. The avils of slavery were to Kentueckians " a matter of

daily reflections,” the Frankfort Comnonwealth protested; but "it is a question

for them to deliberate upon and for them to decide." Abolitionist outrages were

calenlated only to engender violence, for force would be met in kind once the

lm‘Levi Coffin, Reminiscences of Levi Coffin, the Reputed President of the
Underground Railroad (Cincinnati: Robert CIATKe & COss %8'07,“'36!:-'?. '

’The account is surely exaggerated, Henrietta Duckmaster, Let Hy People
I%g_: The Story of the Underground Railroad and the Growth of the Abolition

ovement [ Boston: Deacon Press,; /C.1959/), 7b. Van Zandt, another antisiavery
wigre, who sstablished himself just north of Cincinnati, was prosecuted in
Kentucky for stealing nine slaves in a wagon in April 1842. Siebert,
Undﬁry‘ﬂuﬂd RanMd, a?ho
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1k6 Again and again it was

domestic sscurity of the State was at hazard.
recognized that the whole future of the Union was &t stake in this matter.

"the day for taking sides ie near," as abolitionbecomes "....the one great

political idea which is Lo occupy and agitate the nation." "....Ibs anger of

Kentucky ie waxing warmm,® the Commonwealth wamed.u‘? Governor James Clark's

message to the General Assembly on Uscember L, 1838 reflected this same sense
of emergency. RGreatly I fear, that this happy land is on the brink of a fear-
ful convulsion," The Governor called for capital punishment for slave stealing
and severe restriction of antislavery literature, which, he maintained, was

8 e

directed to the slave under the guise of an appeal to the slaveholder,
Assembly dispatched firm resolutions to Ohlo, but they were ignored. Then the
apprehension of Asa T. Mahan in the act of abducting slaves brought publie
excitement to a climx.lw Finally, a special executive commission of James T.
Morehead and John S, Smith persuaded the Ohio Legislature to pass a strong law
(1839) against slave stealing. Nevertheless, the practice continued, and it
has been estimated that some $200,000 was lost yearly to Kentuckians in this

fashion.lso

1§6ank_fort. Commonwealth, August 29, 1835,
+471p1d,, November 28, 1838,

mgFrankforb Commanwsalth, Uecember 5, 1833, The bounty for capturing

fugitives was at once raised from the $10-$30 (depending on circumstances of
capture) set in 1835 to a maximum of $100, L3rd General Assembly, February 28,
1635, Ch, 835, p. 282; LSth Ceneral Assembly, December Session 1037, Ch. 752,
pe 158, Existing law already provided stiff punishment for abducting slaves
(imprisomment for two to twenty years, fine of $50 to 500, and compensation to
the owner). 36th General Assembly, Jamuary 28, 1830, Ch. 326, Sec. 1, 2, 3,
ppe 173=h. A law of 1840 prescribsd whipping (a maximus of 39 lashasse L7th
General Assembly, Decembaer Session 1839, Ch. 194, p. 123.

lerankforb Commonwealth, December 26, 1838,
15000nmllcy and Coulter, Kentucky, 2:807.
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Alarm subsided without having produced any legislation to restrict freedom
of expraqsion,lsl but from then on no discussion of slavery would be tolerated
for long which smacked of any association with Northern extremism, ‘Antialavery..
ites would have to tread with greatest circumspection, avoiding any suggestion
of an intention to impose a change in the structure of aociety.lsz The puhlic
only too easily associated emancipation with abolition and it would be highly
sssential to speak in most careful terns,

{The first years of the intervening period (1835-1849) were definitely years
of decline. Many ¥ocal advocates of gradual emancipation became lukewarm or
abandoned their views entirely. Under the pressure of events Kentuecky came
nearer to adopting a proslavery position in the late 1830s than at any other
time before 1350.153 Bat by no means must it be thought that the stauncher
advocates of mancipaﬁion were stopped in their tracks.) In fact, the impulse
initiated in 1830 was not completely stayed until after 1837 when, for a moment,
the question of emancipation came near reaching a political test. The issue was|
more a matter of whether the time were propitious for discussion than whether
the great slavery problem should be settled.

The debate in the General Assembly was preoccupied with the abolition
threat. Discussion ranged loosely over all the general evils of slavery--that

T5T lament Eaton, Freedom of Thought in the 01d South (New York: Peter
Sé;nith, l9§l) s 177, 178, Prentice alone judged Birney rightly. William Birney,
mey, 183,

2I'he Louisville Advertiser included even Breckinridge with Birney and
Garrison as insurrectionists. Lven those who talked of gradual emancipationee
Clay, Craddock, Crenshaw, Marshall, Hardin, Davidson, Ballinger, etc.--were
suspect, Quoted Liberator, April 16, 1811, 11:6l., Prentice was a 'filthy
Wlackguard.' Ibide, April 23, 181, 11166 (the pagination here is faulty).

153Coultar speaks of the years 1830-1840 as a period of daclinej but this

ignores the success of 1833 (non-vimgoi:bation) and the call for conskitibtional

revision, thm;gh unaixgeassi‘ul, in 1834 The term 'decline! is applicable to
wC8 .

the period 18 s but it is too strong to properly characterize the
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it created class enmity; caused 1dlonbss and effeminacy, "recklessness,
decention, and discontend; exhausted the soil and drove away the yaomanry.“lsm
John Helm, one of the few members of the Legislature in favor of a éonvantion,
argued for as thorough an emancipabion plan as could be devised, providing for
jmmediate removal. Now, he thought, was as good a time as any othar.ls 5 But,
few agreed. The fact that Kentucky was being publicized in the North as the

156 No doubt some

great batileground of abolition was too much resented.
belisved the warning of James T. Morehead that the abolitionists were only
waiting for Kentucky's decision to emancipates in order to throw a firebrand
into the State., Homes, towns, wicle cities, he declared, were about to be
levelled in ashes. 3! One-fourth of the voting population cast their ballots

158 Under the clrcumstances this was an impressive figure;

for a convention.
the defeat, however, was nonetheless complete., The antislaveryites had worked
up 2 great deal of sentiment for emaneipation, but along with it had come a
sense of alamm which affected all, regardliess of their stand on the question,
Henry Ciay's interpretation of the anticlimactic failure of 1838 is no doubt
correct, "The apprehension of the danger of sbolition was the leading

[J
consideration amongst the People for opposing the oall, "7

I;I‘A Paris, Kentucky slaveholder (ten slaves), signing himself "C,"
Frankfort Commonwaezlth, July 18, 1838.
Helm, too, was a slaveholder, Ibid., April 11, 1838,
156F rankfort Commonwealth, April 11, 1838,
1571bid., April L, 1838,
1587 pe vote, county by county, is recorded. Ibid., December 5, 1838.
1595peech in the U. S. Senate; quoted Ibid., Februsry 27, 1843, The same is
reported in a letter to Birmey in late 18373 this is not found in the Dumond
edition of Bimey letters, howewer. See Clement Eaton, He ClaE and the A
3

of American Politics (edited by Oscar Handlin, Boston: WD & COey
/c.1957/), 128.
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. There is plentiful evidence of continued antislavery sentiment after the

reversal of 1838. Birney's Philanthropist penetrated the State from nearby

180 4 Southerner, writing from Kentucky, informed the Cincimnati

Cincinnati,
Journal in 1838 that "the principles of abolition are taking root in & he South,
not in the large cities, but in the smaller towns and open country.) In the
town in which I live,"” he reported, "and in the next nearest town, more

Philanthropiste than Haralds Breckinrvidge's Western Presbyterian Herald are

taken., Mr, B, don't know thia...."lﬂ Danville would be just such a small town
as that referred to., In 1841 the Danville Reporter asked: "Is it not better
that this fierce controversy, with regard to the moral and political sin of
slavery, be brought to an end, either by its final abolition, or by fixing it
upon the immovable basis of constitutional law?“162( In the same year the
Bardstown Catholic Telegraph is found declaring that slavery is doomed. "We

cannot prevent the development, nor can we resist the consequences of the
principle which we have ourselves proclaimed, that 'all men are born fres.'")
Leaving aside religion and the power of ths non-slaveholding population, self-
interest was a sufficient agent in itself, The abolitionists, "....though they
quickened the sluggish, and pointed the arrows of conscience, were not

necessary., n163

1800pposition to the Philanthropist had cooled, John Jones informsd Bimey.
Buchanan sent Birney a list of ten Janville subscribers in Jamary 1836, Jones
to Birney, Glasgow, April 30, 1836; Birney, Letters, 322. dJames M. Pichanan to
Birney, Janville, Jamuary 12, 1834; Ibid., 299,

161Q,uoted Liberator, September 7, 1838, 8:1Lli. This anonymous correspondent]
appears from suﬁequenﬁ remarks to be from Tennesses.

1620u0ted Tbid., May 7, 18L1, 11:73.
163Guoted Ibid., May 1k, 1841, 11:77-8.
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Most significant was the attitude of the Protestant denominations. The
churches were hardest pressed by the uphsaval of abolitionism, which was always
intimately associated with religious leaders in the North. The Methodists
ghrank from the issue, resolving in 1836 to "....wholly disclaim any right, wisk
or intention, to interfere in the civil and political relation betwesn master
and slave...."léh Disavowals of abolitionism came also from the Presbyterian
Synods of Missouri, Tennessee, and Virginia, in the sams year.l65 Many
Northern brethren strove to treak this compromise with slaveholders by abolitioge
izing their respaective denominations.léé Rev. Henry B. Bascom of Kentueky, a
prominent colonizationist, was one of a mumber who tried to calm the troubles
engendered by the slavery disputes; he would have the lMethodist General
Conference adopt a rule of silence on the guestion of slavery. The appointment
of a slaveholder to a bishoprie, however, made this impossible. When in May

1845 Bishop Andrew was requeated to resign, most of the Soubhern members withdred

10bphe Anmual General Conference at Cincinnati, voted 120~ll against modern

abolition. Liberator, June 11, 1836, 6:101. "....The only safe, Scriptural,
and prudent way for us, both as ministers and people, to take, is whc%x to
abstain from this agitating subject." Quoted George Peck, Slavery and the
ipiscopacy: Bein an Examination of Dr. Bascom's Review of the Reply of the
ﬁoﬁ%o the Protest of the Mino the Late General Conference of Uhe

., Crureh, in the Case of Bishop An New York:™ O. Lane % C. B. Tippett,
T8l5), 3I.  Attention was directed bo proselytizing. Statistics ‘suggest a
certain success; by 1845 the Cmrch had 15020 Negro adherents, most of them
in the South., J. C. Harb?ell, "Meti)mgim ang the N&m in the United States,®
Journal of Negro History (July 1923) 8:301+15, p. 306. This is a somewhat
uncritical essay. The queation remains, what was the substance of the religion
brought to the slaves, and what were its effects? ‘

légLiberator, Jamary 9, 1836, 6:5, and November 1k, 1835, 5:1861.
150pi rey was urging that the slaveholding clergy of the South be

ostracized from the orthodox communion, Birney to Gerrit Smith, Danrille,
July 1k, 1835; Birney, Letters, 203,

ority of
p Andrew (
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from the Conference. The measure Bascom had supported then became the rule for
the new Southern conference of Methodist achimatics.ls? But even then no total]
unity of opinion was schieved, particularly in the case of Kontucky‘clermen
who had long been outspoken against slavery. Rev. N. Tomlinson, President of
hugusta College, was typical of those who refused to heed the sharp trend toward
a rigid 'slavery or abolition' division, At ths Hethodist General Conference
of 1648 he roundly condemned the Church South for its domination by proslaverye
ites, He himself still looked for the glorious day of "peaceful, constitutionalf
emancipation, feeling that slavery, "in the light of the nineteenth century,®
was 2 "scandél to human nature."'lw

(The Presbyterians in particular contimied %o stand ageinst the spirit of
the times, Fortun:tely, division did net force upon the commnion the harsh
alternatives thal rent the othor denominations; pressure in that direction
continued to be felt, yot there remained open ground for maintaining s moderate
position which enabled a continued interchange of views. Consequently, as the
Baptists and Methodists fell generally silent on the great question,
[Presby'berians contimiad openly Lo asssrt their opposition to slavery. The
Presbytery in Pennington, Kentucky amounced in 1842 five wigorously antislavery
resolutions, Commerce in slaves for gain was denounced as "a heinous sin and

scandal,” Slaveholders were denied membership in the churchj no known

'L""Pack, Slave 10«15, 50, Five out of 151 ministers attending the
September 1845 Kentucky Anmal Conference stayed with the Northern Confederationm
Maysviile Ea%e, September 27, 1845. A Rev, Harrison, of a northern border
county, con ad as "an advocate for the rights of the slaveholder and an
emancipator," Ibid., May 17, 1845, Peter Cartwright helped slaves to escape,
hﬁ;ed abolitlonisn, and promoted colonization., Cartwright, Autobiography, 316,

"20-

légLi‘oeratcr, August 11, 1848, 18:126,
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slaveholder would be allowed to preach there. Anyone attempting to justify
glavery by Scripture was to be disciplined. It was further resolved "....to
use all lawful endeavors to abolish alavery."l69 ) Caution, however, was the
watchword. The "frenzy of religious fanaticism,® possible in Kentucky as well
as in Ohio, was to be shunned.lw From the northern bank of the Ohio Rev.
Josma L, Wilson, who maintained considersble influence among the Kentucky
clergy, also urged modsration in presenting antislavery vim.ln Slavery
must, he said, be tolerated for the same reason that God countenanced war,
Existing institutions must be respected, property rights upheld. Achieving the
abolition of "national sins" was the proper work of the Gospel, not of the

American Anti-Slavery Society.uz

These were the views most generally held by
those Presbyterian clergymen in Kentucky who refused to give up hope for
emancipation. There were some, however, ready to accept sterner commands,
Rev, Joseph C, Harrison of Boone, Kentucky, anxious to rise to the "claims of
Conscience,” wrote Wilson of his plans to free his twelve slaves gradually.

"Will all this be right--what God will approve?--Will it satisfy my brethren?...

m‘fhe resolutions were published in the Protestant and Herald of Bardstown,
Kentucky, an '0ld School' papsr. Quoted Liberator, duly 15, 1842, 12:107.

170rhough long an ardent friend of the slave, Wilson later became more
conservativey but it does not seem likely he turned into a proslaveryite as has
been said. Walter B. Posey, "The Slavery Cuestion in the Presbyterian Church
in the Old Southwest, Journal of Southern History (149) 15:311-2h, p. 320.

17lecld.nxd.dge, Elack Race, 15,

172Wilaon's dictum that "Men cannot be prepared for freedom while kept in
bondage," casts a different light on the limits of his moderatism. Further-
more, Wilason was an opponent of colonization., Joshma L. Wilsen to Miss Rebecca
C. Clopper/{/, Cincinnati, July /18/, 18393 Wilson Papers, p. 875, Durrett
Collection Mszs, Wilson to Belamy Storer, Cineinnati, January 21, 1836;
Ibid., pp. 780-2. The latter document presents the fuller exposition of his
B8« :
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1f this be not the thing; what will be?--Immediateism /sic/?--Very well. If
you deem this my duty, say eo; & say so boldly, and a‘l'ultl.y'..":"73

Convictions thus vigorous required an outlet. Because they wouid not
accede to perpetusl slavery these ministers could only be satisfied while
engaged in some work that ensured progress toward the goal of emancipation,
This was provided by the project, outlined by John Young for the Kentueky Synod,
of educating the slaves, and by colonization work. Slave education was not
entirely free from opposition, for there was always in some quarters the feeling
that an intelligent, self-conscious slave was a potential rebel, An attempt to
establish a Negro college in Comnecticut in 1831 had been condemmed by the

Kentucky Reporter as a scheme intended to send Negroes into the South to stir

up illegal and dangerous machinations.uh In ons town, ",...where there is
probably more attention pald to the education of the blacks than in any other
town in the State..., even holding Sabbath school was found difficult. Too
many believed education would make their charges unmanageable and refused to
send them."l?S

Yet, the work continued, though no doubt on a limited scale, Acting on a
communication from the Ceorgla Presbytery, sncouraging moral and religious

improvement of slaves, the Kentucky Synod resolved in 184k to inaugurate

IﬁJoseph C. Harrison to Josima L. Wilson, Boone, Kentucky, November L, 1835
Wilson Papers, p. 719. Durrett Collection Mss. Harrison attended the Conventi
of "The Friends of Emancipation® in Frankfort, April 1849.

171‘!(8!11;&1::15[ Reporter, October 5, 1831, The editor refers to the institution|
as ",,..the most exceptionable, the most dangercus, and most deserving of
reprobation,”

. nsLiberator, March 22, 183k, L:LS5. This is the 'Andover Report' referred
o above,
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176 It is evident, of course, that such

ngome permanent plan® for the purpose.
action did not in itself amount to antislavery activity, tut such was far more
1ikely in Kentucky, where numerous ministers adhered to the cause of emanci-

pation, than in Georgla, where slavery was accepted with all goud grace. 1t isg
of course, difficult to determine where elevating the condition of the slave

was part of an attitude of opposition to slavery. The position of Rev. Young
of Danville in this regard became increasingly equivocal, In August 1837 he

wrote to Birney that: "....everything is going as I could wish it here except
emancipation--and even on that subject some good is done, thus, persons formerly
hostile to instruction and emancipation are taking the first steps in the
work.l?? Danville, he reported with pride some ten years later, was "....looked
upon by slaveholders as a place where slaves are spoiled." This was partly his
owm work, he peinted out with evident self-satisfaction., "Some emancipation

papers sald, that if practiced these duties would soon issue in the emancipation

of slavas."178

Tha question 1s whether just the opposite effect was produced.
An examination of Young's sermon, "Scriptural Duties of Masters," yields a
different impression than Young perhaps intended, Quite unlike his concise,
telling documents for the Synod, this rambling exhortation lacked the old
abrasive excoriation of slavery. What Young hoped would advance the cause of

emancipation was, in fact, not an antisclavery document at all. The master was

1:75Libmtor, January 17, 18L5; 1519.

17 50m ¢, Young to Birney, Danville, August L, 1837; Birmey, Letters, LO3.
Birney was urging both education and religious training to prepare slaves for
freedom, lamenting the while that agitation and viclence made this work
imposgible even in Ohio. Pirney, Vindiecation, 32.

178501 €. Young to Birmey, Lenville, May 29, 18L7; Birney, Letters, 1075.
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arged to regard his "servanta" (not blaves') as "brethren of the same great
family with himself," to cease treating them as property, to exerclze kindness
and patience, to look to their religious education (he does not msent‘ion saecular
education), and watch over their moral character. One provision--"a reasonable
snd fair compensation for their labor"e-was intended to promote gredual
evolution toward independence. But the possible change in the relationship
between master and slave was only implied, not openly stated. What Young was
actually proposing was a new relationship of 'servitude' (or 'bensvolent
slavery'), which was more or less already characteristic of much of Kentucky
slavekmlding.lw Young no doubt saw the possibility of an educated slave
population gradually edging toward eventual freedom. Theoretically this was a
fascinating ideaj; but it had serious practlical weaknesses., No provision was
made for secular education, and the plan was not explicitly directed toward
emancipation.

In proposing the elevation of the slave it remained highly imperative to
avoid the imputation of preparing him for & place in Southern society; but he
could be prepared for Liberia., Hence, advocacy of colonization was neatly
related to the program of education, and was actively supported by the churches.
The Presbyterian Synod of Kentucky, October 12, 1836, advised "liberal patronagef

1’rg\éfcohn C. Young, Seriptursl Duties of Masters. A Sermon Preached in
Danville, Kentucky, in-m%-_&an Then Published at the Unanimous Request of the
Thurch and ongregatran stont American Tract Society, LBLG), Li3s Ll; She
uthermn cmrech, i.e., the Presbyterians of the Lower South, seemed headed
in the same diraction, The South Carolina and Ceorgla Synods hed stressed the

same obligations to "our servants,” especlally that of religious instruction,
African Repository, August 183k, 10:17Lff.
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of colonization and again recommended the hth of July collections.lao Meeting
at Harrodsburg in September 1845, the Synod responded to the exhortations of
Rev. Robert S. Finley and pledged $500 towards purchasing a New Orleans to
Liberia packet. The Synod once more approved the special collections and
appeinted a committee to preach to the Negroes (evidently on the benefits of
emigrating) and to "....endeavor tc arouse the churches and ministry to ine
creased exertion on this subject."lel In the same year Southern Methodists
publicly commended colonization, a stand largely responsiltle for their sub-

sequent schiam.laz Throughout the period mumerous Kentucky clergymen served

as officers of the various colonization locals in the State.183 The Rev, A, M,
Cowan established in Frankfort a publication devoted to that enterprise, by
contributing articles to the local papers and then gathering them into a
pamphlet at the end of the ysar.mh

Clearly Birney had dealt no coup de grace to the colonization movement in

Kentucky. Activity reached a new peak in 1845. "In Kemtucky the cause has
sssumed an entirely new aspect," the parent society reported at its Anmual
Mesting in January 18h5.185 Nearly $5,000 in cash had been collected the

m&frican Repository, January 1837, 13:36. "So much benevclence in a
single package proved irresistible," Charles I. Foster remarks in his able
article, "The Colonization of Free Negroee in Liberia, 1816-1835," Journal
of gfﬁg History (January 1953) 38:l1<66, p. L6.

Presbyterian Herald; quoted Liveravor, October 2L, 1845, 15:169.
183F0x, Colonization Society, 16k.

183gvi dence of this is at hand in nearly every issue of the African
Repository.
A.C.S,, 30th Annual Report, 15.

185rne Maysville Eagle, reporting a colonization meeting in the Presbyterian
church in HZys%ﬁIe to organigze the Maysville and Mason County Colonigation

Society, remarked: "Kentucky, and particularly this region of Kentucky, has
been asleep on this subject, and it is time we should awake to our own interests {
ighgell as the true interests of the free colored population,” September 10,
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previous year, with an equal amount pledged. The money was to go to the
purchase of land in Liberia intended exclusively for Kentucky mig'ges. The
tKentucky in Liberia' idea achieved considerable popularity, The same Annmual
Report recorded the addition of eighteen Kentuckiasns, mostly from Lexington,
to the roster cf Life Members of the A.C.S. Among them was Cassins M. Cley, =
gecond cousin of Henry Clay. Rev. Cowan, the new sgent for Kentueky, renewed
pressure for contributions from the Legislatm.l% Concrete results no doubt
¢nhanced the rising fortunes of the movement, Twenty-one XKentucky Negroes had
debarked for Liberia in November 18LlL; some two mundred were enrolled for an
expedition in the following year. In January 18LS the Rothsehild left New
Orleans with & group of thirty fmzr.ls?

But the entimslssm of 18LS cooled. First, sscuring adequate funds to carry
out the ambitious plans proposed was diffieult., The $10,000 raised in 1848,
even il it did meterialize, was no better than a decent beginning, Furthermore,
yesr by year it had become increasingly difficult +o enlist free Negroes to
enigrate, Of the sixty Cowan had persuaded to leave for Liberia, only three
showed up at Loulsville at tue appointed time (December 1846). ‘e suspected
they had been "wheedled away" by abc:litianists.lga Colonization had in fact

accomplished very little in Xentucky, for by 1853 only 255 Negross had baen

1904 ,6.85,, 29th Annual Report, 10, 11, 2.

187A.C.S. » 3kth Annual Report, 8l Conneliey and Coulter, Kentucky, 21799,

A.Cu84y 30th Anmual Report, 7, 8,
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removed from that State and planted in Africa .189 ; The support it did continue
to evoke must be regarded as a phenomenon attributable only to the anxious hope
that colonization would relieve the State of the Negro problem, Thét hope was
nardly jJustified by what had thus far been accomplished.

Clearly the antlslavery movement needed rejuvenating. The churches, thus
far the leaders of the cause, had been forced to retire by the defeat of 1835,
and they turned to the inoffensive work of ameliorating the lot of the slave,
thus preparing him for colenization, This was the only alternative to
following Birney toward unconditional emancipation. The remarkasble distance
which they acecompanied him in this direction is more than adequate evidence
of a fim opposition to slavery which, no matter what form it took, would not
easily subside., To be effective, however, this spirit of oppesition required
new leadership. The moral appeal had failed. The new appeal would be
basically secular,

IEThia figure may bs compared with 24l from Tennessee, ca, 1200 from
Maryland, 2,258 from Virginia, 846 from North Carolina, 3Ll from South Carclina
511 from Georgia, L6 from Alsbama, 505 from Missiseippi, 177 from Louisiana,
and L5 from Ohio in the same period. A.C.S., 35th Annual Report, L9,




CHAPTER IV

CASSIUS M, CLAY: SLAVERY AND THE ECONOMIC WELFARE OF THE STATE,
18l1-1846

{Where an exposition of the moral evils of slavery easily drew suspicion and
disapproval, criticlism on economic grounds alone was subject to a minimum of
restraint, The complaint that the institution was a bane to the prosperity of
the State came from ministers as well as from famers, editors and legislators,
from colonizationists, Whigs and abolitionists; it was, in short, nearly
universal, and was heard throughout the years of antislavery debate in Kentuckyd

Although it was not entirely of his own making, the economic argument is
best represented in the words of Cassius M, Clay,l who urged upon all
Kentuckians the one consideration thet "Kentucky will be richer in dollars and
cents by emancipation...," a consideration enhanced by its freedom from "all
'fanaticism and an‘btuaiaam'."e } To $1lustrate his economic thesis, Clay
pletured a dramatic contrast between the slave and the free State. While the
South, Kentucky in particular, displayed the most destitute population in the

1According to Smiley, the economic argument against slavery was properly
Clay's contribution to the antislavery arsenal; it should be qualified, howevergd
that earlier antislavery figures sald a great deal on the same subject and to
their criticism Clay added little that was actuslly new. David L, Smilaey,
"Lion of White Hall: The Life of Cassius Marcellus Clay of Kentucky" (unpublishdd
doctoral thesis, University of Wisconsin, 1953), 76.

24,,,.and slaveholders will be wealthier by the change,” the statement
concludes, C. Clay, "To the People of Kentuecky," Lexington, January 1845
quoted (in full) Liberator, February 21, 1845, 15330,

88
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country, north of ths Ohic steam-powered machinery rendered man "....godlike,
in his evidencing almost creative power,” and through him struck the land with
prosperity. New Englend flourished as Virginia went to seed. Ohio; shining
‘exemple for many hefore and after Clay, was bounding ahead of her elder sister,
Kentucky. The former State would soon have thirty Congressmen, while Kentucky
would probably be reduced to twelve, Clay surmised., While the free states
supplied ships and "steam cars" for the whole world, Kentucky was importing axe
hendles! The poor wretch who arrived with "puny wagon, a thin visaged wife,
ragged children and his gun® to seek his fortune, was victim of the rivalry
between slave and free labor. With her yeomenry tims dspressed by the
competition of slaves, Kentucky could not share in Ohio's glorious advanee.B)

This proponent of a balanced economy, native industry, internal improve-
ments, and a strong national bank, was very personally involved in his program.
He lnvested in the Lexington-Richmond Road Company, & saw mill, a grist mill,
a salt mine, bridge building, and the construction of a dam., For a short time
he served as a commissioner in a Richmond, Kentucky bank, Rather than plant
tobacco, he raised beef cattle, becoming a national authority on the breeding
of shorb-‘harns.h Private interest added fresh incentive to Clay's political
cérear, and was probably largely responsible for his concentrating, in the
opening years of his attack on slavery, on the economic rather than the sceial
or moral aspects of the question,

But it would be difficult to say thet Clay was motivated only by narrow

personal interest. The key to his success {itted the lock that opened Kentueky

o——

301ay to the New-York Tribune, November 18k3; quoted Liberator, December 15,
1843, 131198; Ibid., January 26, 18LL, 1L:13,

Gy, “CIB‘Yln 51; 52) 56) S?o
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to the prosperous advance of her sister States to the north. And, moreover,
there 1s reason to believe that he disliked slavery for reasons other than
geonomic, It is likely that often ".,..advocates of the mill...poséd as
mmanitarian liberals whose sole interest was justice to black as well as to
white," as Clay's blographer says ;5 but Clay is not so readily put in this
category. The history of his intellectual development shows contradictions so
pronounced that one may with reason refrain from resolving them, or from
assigning to one element exclusive priority over another,

A personal introduction to Cassius Clay raises certain open contrasts,
According to David Smiley he was "...a humanitarian with predatory instincts,
and a champion of the common man with the personality of an untamed bully."

[Ha/....wielded a mighty knife with which he disembowelled his

political opponents and carved off ears and excavated eyes in roughe

and~tumble fights. He was a faithless mmsband and a promiscuous

lover who even in his eighties hoasted of his virilitye-and sought

to prove it by marrying a fifteen-ysar-old girl.6
He was also a thinker of sorts-enot an original one, but at least he was aware
of some of the more provoking literaturs of his day, and on occasion mentions
such writers as Montesquieu, Locke, Fourier, Maltims, etec. The predatory
instincts of an untamed bully were somehow combined with intelligence and a
certain depth of vision. In handling the question of motivation this must be
taken into account along with driving personal ambition and more primitive

qualities,

SSmiley, "Clay," 67.

bide, 11, iii, "A thoroughly honorable and deeply moral naburc...," is
A, £, Martin's rather contrasting judgment. Martin, Anti-Slavery, 112.
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Depending on the veracity of later statements, Clay was converted to anti-
slavery at a very early age. "....I early began to study the system, or,
rather, began to feel its wrongs," the old man related, vividly recélling
stately mulatto Mary (her eyes "flashed as the lightning through a cloud"), who
killed one of the Clay overseers for insulting her and, his whole family joining
the fray, for attempting to beat her to death. She was saved from an aroused
neighborhood by Cassiua' father, Green Clay, whose influence got her acquitted,
The girl was nevertheless sent South to make an example for the other alavca.?

The return of an elder brother, Sidney, from Princeton as a Presbyterian
minister and an emancipationist, and the antislavery ideas of his second
cousin, Henry Clay, of which he claimed he had become familiar by 1824 (at age
fourteen), must have further affected his vimm.a As a result, he claimed,
"eessd antered Yale, with my soul full of hatred to slavery...,” even before
having heard the preachments of the Northem liberals.’ The conversion cannot
safely be dated before 1830, however, due to a remark made in 1845 that as a
youth he never thought to question slavery, but that the publie discussion of
the subject in 1830 raised "pleasant emotions" in his bosom, just as it had
done with "most persons at the time." It can be assumed that the earlier

Toassius M, Clay, 'I'he Lifa of Cassius Marcellus Clay. irs wmin g8
and Speeches Shmdn Tonduct, in Lhe Overthrow o riean veg_g,
Bar va on of n on and the ﬁe"ﬁoration of the I"toncm of the tas,

o ey 1 T Togmes, “M‘%:,M% Y Gmelt, gd

BCCLay, Life, 33,
Tvid., 55,
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axperiences had some effect, but it is certain that this last was quite
gefinite, for Clay shortly afterward subscribed to a newly-formed Mercer County
gmancipation society.m |

The real change in Clay's thinking came in the following year. ILeaving
Transylvania University (where he had heard R. J. Breckinridge and Robert
Wickliffe orate), he journeyed to the East to study politicians. He interrupted
his travels~-during which he had met Daniel Webster, Whittier, Julia Ward Howe,
Jolm A, Andrew (later a Civil War governor of Massachusetts), and Edward
Eversti-~to enroll at Iale.u Here he axperienced a double revelation: New
England life and William Lloyd Garrison. Purged of an old prejudice that New
England was "a land of wooden nutmegs and leather pumpkin seed," he discovered
that, instead, here was "a land of sterility without paupera."lz Secondly, and
of ecqual significance, he was exposed to the explosive philosophy of abolition-
ism. "...Carrison dragged out the monster from all his citadels, and left him
stabbed to the vitals, and dying at the feet of every logical and honest mind.”
Clay in 1885 recilled being sxtremely agitated, too much so to speak out to
Garrison.n It was this experience which finally sealed the resolution that
had been a mumber of years in forming, For the first time he declared his
opininng on slavery in public, in a Washington's Birthday address of 1832,

" eeesdre there none afar off, cast down and sorrowful, who dare not approach

On7q 4he People of Kentucky," Lexington, January 1845; quoted (in full)
Liberator, February 21, 184S, 15:30.

-5 "Glay,” 21,

lz“‘fo the People of Kentucky," Lexington, January 1853 quoted Liberator,
February 21, 1845, 15:30.

12y, Life, 56, 57.
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the common altar; who cannot put their hands to their hearts and say 'Oh,
Washington, what art thou to us? Are ws not alsoc freemen?'" he implared}h The
same moral ring is heard in his later writing and oratory. "....Imballsd by a
sense of self-respect, love and justice, and the highest expediency, 1 shall

ever maintain that liberty is our only safety," he told a private correspondent

in 18182

New England experience led him to believe that this was a potent issue from

g
which his political career in Kentucky would greatly profit.l" But, by aot

It may be said that Clay adopted a stand against alavery because thq

taking into account the other part of Clay's New England axperience, the
statement is inadsquate.

In 1832 Clay returned to Transylvania for studiss in lav; three years later
he was elected to the State Legislaturs.” For the time being he exercised
marked discretion on the aubject of alavery. On the quesiion of calling a
convention, he concurred in the prevailing attitude. Addressing the House of
Reprssentatives he a sked:

Is this a $ime, when a horde of fanatical incendiaries are springing

up in the North, threatening to spread fire and blood through our once

secure and happy homes...bo deliberately dispose of a guestion which

involves the political rights of master and slave...?l

Another term two years later, however, found him somewhat more outspoken,

%aasiua M, Clay, The Wﬂtin 8 of Cassins Marcellus Clay: Including
Speeches and Addresses (Horace Ureeley, oditor, New York: Herper & Drod.,

»

2
lSClay to T. B. Stevenson, Frankfort, Jamuary 8, 18453 reprinted from the
Frankfort Commonwealth in the Liberator, Jamuary 31, 1845, 15:18.

Qiésmﬂay, *Clay,® 27.
171vi4,, 29, L1,

18010y, Writings, LS.
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possibly in part because the economic troubles of 1837, which had affected him
personally, had steeled his rasolutian.lg But he was not yet ready to propose
any way of intervening to abolish the source of the e'v:ll.zo Maanwhiie, he was
gaining prominence. In 1838, to be closer to the center of political happenings
he moved to Lexington., That year he was chosen a delegate to the national Whig
convention. In 1841, howsver, he suffered s political sstback that helped
precipitate the adoption of a more resolute course. In the next twoe years he
began attacking slavery in earnest, openly calling for amancipation.a

Reversing the stand taken in 1837 required care., First Clay had to antici-
pate the charge of abolition, In a speech at White Sulphur Springs on
December 20, 1843 he attempted to show that the danger from the North was
exaggerated, Those favoring vioclent abolltion formed only a small, abhorrent
group. The Liberty Party, on the other hand, favored recourse to that artifi.
cial creature of the law, the ballot box. The most rnumerous group consisted of
those opposzed to slavery, btut wary of bringing on new, greater ev.’n.l.s,.z2 As for
Clay himself, he was no insurrectionistj but "still, sir," he exclaimed, "I am
an abolitionist,"2>

As Clay begsn to present his critique a forward appeal to plain material
interest came out most strongly. His forecast breasthed urgency. "....0ur fres

1§8m11ey, "Clay," 62, 63. The panic of 1837 did not strike Kentucky in
full force for several years. Connelley and Coulter, Kentucky, 2173k,

203mi1ey, "Clay," LS.

Z1bid,, 110,

220u0ted (in full) Liberator, February 2, 184k, 14:17.

23rhe subject of the speech was the aduission of Texas. Clay, Writings, 5.
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ghite laborers are to be driven out; our cities are to crumble down, our rice
rields are to grow sterile, our frequented places to be deserted...._" Playing
on an even more bhasic interest he warned:

v.osOur morals fare/ to be still more corrupted, more universal

debauchery to exist among our male whites, more mulattoes to stand

as extornal curses before the lovely eyss of our wives, our daughters,

our mothers....
Saxon blood is to be diluted by those whom "....we will not aspire to the
common name of men." Anger and tyranny will always "....disfigure the bright
faces of our little ones,..." Education will perish, The rich will stew in
idlensss and passion while "....poverty and contempt for labor degrade the
pooreses’ Kentucky will cease to have any national imparbanoa.ah Then, hard
after this attention to all the economic and social evils of alavery, there
followed a philosophical and religious tack. In the name of "“advancing
civilization, in the name of the men of 1776, and in the name of Him who has
nade man in his likeness..," slavery, he declared, was wrong. It was against
the stern mandates of religion that three million Negroes were deprived of
liberty, "the best gift of CGod to man." Highly arcused, Clay then trailed off

into & thick welter of allegory and classical alll,u.:sim.25

Recourse to the Age
of Chivalry, to Athenian trumpeters, Thermopylae and the Cimmerian Regions does
not inspire wholshearted conviction in the reader, but under these effusions,

one may suspect, did lle a degree of sincerity.

)éhLaxingbon Intelligencer, March 1843; quoted (in full) Liberator, May 5,
lleB,S 3169,
2

Lexington Intelligencer, March 1843; cuoted (in [u1l) Liberator, May 5,
1843, T3:69. Clay to the New-York Tritune, November 18L43; quoted Liberator,
December 15, 1843, 133198,
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When in 1840 Clay went before the people as the candidate of the oppressed
laborer, the opposition inadvertantly obliged him by publicly expressing scomn
for the immigrant "Goths snd Vandals® with their “wenches" unattendid by
*murky maids." Clay sported into the breach, protesting his preference for
"rosy cheek, the bright eye, the glossy locks, the buoyant and well-developed
form of health and modest industry" over "pickle-eating complexions and
attenuated persons of milliner-made graces...and French tournures of the apish
ariatoeracy...."aé In thms becoming a champion of the free laborer Clay de-
liverately arrayed himself sgainst the slavery interest and at the same time
made the institution of slavery his central point of attack, alienating in
the process a considerable number of slaveholding Whiga.27

/The problem was to find a secure point on which to base an offensive
against slave economy. Defending the 'Negro Law' of 1833, far from a minority
issue, served thies purpose well. The prohibition of the further importation of
glaves was not expected to vanquish slavery, but it was always considered by
antislaveryites an essential preliminary. Being comparatively free of any
taint of radicalism it was the one positive step they could take in the

28

direction of their goal without fear of a great outery of protest, The

innocuous character of non~importation as a political issue is not long

"26Quoted Smiley, "Clay," 6l-2. Clay is answering old Robert Wickliffe,
his opponent's father,

27Smilsy, "Clay," 56, 8l. This is, in effect, Smiley's explanation of the
genesis of Clay's opposition to slavery, a contention considared below,

28’[‘113 elder Wickliffe attempted to identify non-importation with abolition,
but with questionable success. Ibid., 71.
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paradoxical when other factors are considered. That the measure prevented the
State from being flooded with an undesired population was enough; but further,
in the views of those concerned for the prosperity of Kentucky, :)uai such an

imindation of blacks would retard trada.zg‘) To a man of instinctive democratic
sentiments such as Jesse T. Craddock, a self-made individual who had raised

himself from illiteracy to the Kentucky S«aman;ea,30 free commercial importation
spelled the doom of the struggling yeomn.n

of slavery was the attitude of a considerable bloc of slaveholders. In the

Farther removed from the question

Bluegrass counties, where there was an actual surplus of slaves, men found that
the absence of outside competition in the Kentucky slave markets kept the value
of their slave property artificially high.32
As the campaign progressed, Robert Wickliffe, Sr. attempted to reduce the

issue to a division between the conservers of the present order and abolitione
ists by terming the 'Negro law' an "abolition tinder-box," compromising
Kentucky's chances of sharing in the economic advances of the Southern community]
of states.”> The younger Wickliffe, Clay's opponent, was given the most diffi-
cult alternative of either endorsing his father's impolitic views, or of

fg"‘I.‘he great increase of the slave population will of itself operate
oppressively upon the trade of the State, and will tend proportionately to
diminish the white population," the Green River Gazette contended, Quoted
Liberator, Jamuary 22, 1811, 11:1k.

ﬁCmddoek spent one term in the Kentucky Senate and several in the House,
He had the curious distinction of being the heaviest man in Kentueky politiecs
in his time--a three hundred pounder, William B, Allen, A History of Kentucky..
(Louisville: Bradley & Gilbert, 1872), 367.

31"Fil]l up thisland with slaves, and the poor man has no place left but the
grave,” he declared in the Legislature. Is it not strange that we see cld men
ssss8ncouraging a course of conduct that must crush the poor; that must forever
break the chain between the rich and the poor...?" Quoted Liberator,
February 19, 1811, 11:25,

325miley, "Clay," 69.
3Would South Carolina send a railroad to Kentucky in view of the latter's

"




repudiating them, thereby giving the appearance of conceding the whole point to

-

nis adversary. His evading the subject gave Clay a special advantage, especiall]
as it allowed him to concentrate on a safe issue in approaching tm‘quea’bion of
slavery. His less acceptable opinions, even though the public might be aware
of them, could be relegated to the background.3t

The record of Clay's electioneering success came to an end, however, in the
following year. In 1835 and 1837 he had stood on internal improvements. The
closer he came to the question of slavery, the narrower were the prospects of
getting elected. However apparent this should have been to him, Clay in 18}
ignored the advice of his illustrious kinsman to look for safer ground in
campaigning for office, and, in consequence, we may suppose, lost the
alection.35 This setback seems only to have encouraged him to speak his mind
more candidly., With his Rubicon behind, Clay began to air views of an in-
creasingly more independent nature. (In the address at White Sulpmyr Springs
(December 20, 1843) mentioned above, which concerned the annexation of Texas »
Clay spoke for his party, the Whigs, but he argued from his own principles,
Slavery, he maintained, was the creation of the Statesw--but of the States as
sovereign entities, This sovereignty they enjoyed only prior to the making of

toleration of an abolitionist enterprise? he asked. Robert J. Bmokinr}j;dga,
Spﬂ@ehtupogelivaredottﬂab Lexington, K . On the 12th Da 2.2 00’&0%)81‘, 18 06000
Texingtont Wo L& J.'W.‘Fm%flﬁo)n'&“ T5 3 Tl sitetion of Tils
pamphlet indicates, Breckinridge openly associated non-importation with
eventual emancipation,

31*R. J. Breckinridge, returned briefly to Kentucky from Jefferson College in]
Pennaylvania (Dictionary of American Blography, 3:11), was more outspoken than
Clay, judging from the content of the Speech of 1840 in which he called down
the justice of God upon Wickliffe, Sr,

BSDictionarz of American Biography, Li169.
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the constitutional compact. By this aet sovereignty was spread, so to speak,
petween Federal Union and the individual State; in consequenoce neither poasease&
the authority to exercize the full independent sovereignty required for either
ereabing or unmaking slavery., If a contrary interpretation of the constitution
were to be forced by the crestion of a new slave state--Texas-~then by the same
right Congress might interfere with slavery where it already existed, Clay
wvarned, chooslng to ignore the precadent of the previous admission of slave
states. And, he added significantly, if Congress be allowed this right, the
higher law of nature required that it be exercized to purge the whole Union of
slamry.36 | Writing to the Hew«York Tribune a month earlier Clay declared that

to beg some higher law in discussing slavery only served to open the question
to endless dispute, Better to stand upon regular ground, upon the Constitutionly
command that Congress may not act to perpetuate slavery, seeing in it by implie-
cation the injunction that "the United States are morally bound, by all means
consisbent with the Consbitution, to exbtinguish slavary." Radical as all this
nizht sound to his audience, Clay nevertheless felt that he held a middle
pogition between two extremes, He could not ",..join the North in viclation of
the Constitution...," tut neither could he ",.,.stand by the South in asking
the moral sanction of the North...." for her perpetuation of slavez'y.37)

The following year, in a gesture of determination and sincerity, Clay made
provisions for emancipating his slaves. Along with two thousand acres of land

he had inherited a considerable number of slaves, at least half of whieh could

36Quoted Liberator, February 2, 18LL, 1L:17.

37Clay to the editor of the New-York Tribune, Lexington, November 18);3;
quoted Liberator, December 15, 1803, 13:198,.
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not be freed on account of certain provisions in the will., These, mmbering
twenty~-five, were to receive "equitable wages" in lieu of freedom. Those
fread3 8 were offered hire by their former master. The original puréhau value
of the latter smounted to about $6,000.39

In contrast to this act of magnanimity was another of quite a different
character. Clay, dseply embroiled in loeal politics, was again tilting with
his archeenemy, the Wickliffe clan. Ia a perfectly stupid btrawl with a
Wickliffe adherent (this was in the swmer of 18)3), resulting from a petty
offense to Clay in the middle of a putlic dsbate, the champion of freedom
pointlessly, but handily, disembowelled his man. Tried for mayhem (of which,
if nothing else, he was assuredly guilty) he was defendsd by his ever.popular
kinsman, Henry Clay. This, and possibly the fact that he had himself been
wounded in the fray, acecounts for Clay's acquiﬁta'l..ho Sueh eonduct undoubtedly
caused some to distrust Clay as rather a vicious hothead. But he did not show
himself aware of any change in the situation and continued to work on plans for
establishing a third party in Kentuecky. Mid-July 1845 he amnounced the
inauguration of the Emancipation Party snd called for a fourth of July cone
vention to be held the following y'ear.m

Most important in promoting the new party was the establishing'in June 1845
of the True American at Lexington under the aeditorship of Cassius Clay. The

§BSmiley (*Clay," 12)says there were seventeen, probably including those
that were emancipated later. Nine were manumitted in 181 according to a
report published in the Liberator, August 2, 18LL, 1h4:122,

39Tbid., July 12, 184k, 1Lill0,
Coleman, Slavery Times, 3055,
blSlniley, “Clay," 1850
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public was naturally well aware of his background and his intentions were by no
means secret; from the beginring of the paper's two-month career a considsrable
gnount of attention, including a good measure of criticism, was directed toward

c’j.ay.) The Frankfort Commonwealth, however, spoke out against premature judgmentd

noting that the first issue had by no means been abolitionist,( Clay promising
that there would bs no revolution, that the constitution had to be preserved.
#Far be it from us to wound unnecessarily, Jour countrymen's/ sensibilities, or
to run wantonly counter to thelr rooted prejudices...," he had assarted.uz) The
editor of the Commonwealth admitted that Clay was indeed rash and intemperate

swhen assailed,” but he was not "insane" or "wicked.,® This did not seem the
time to reopen discussion of slavery, tut Clay was within his rights as a free
citizen and ought to be hsard‘w The editor of the Kentucky Compiler, insisting]

that the True American articles revealed the hand of a "midnight incendiary,"

was ".,.astonished that some of the leading papers in the State seem to connive
at the principles avowed in this paper.” The new paper should be suppressed by
the Legislature, lest it bring on events that would ®fill the land with

mouming.“uh The Georgetown, Kentucky Christian Intelligencer, a Methodist

paper, convinced of Clay's moderation, openly endorsed the True American's
L5

program of gradual and constitutional emancipation. Subseriptions to the

Ezl‘rua American, June 3, 18453 in Clay, Writings, 217,
L3quoted Maysville Eagle, June 1k, 18LS.
th\loted Liverator, August 29, 1845, 15:138,

"‘SSmﬂay, "Clay," 184; Clement Eaton, Freedom of Thought in the 01d South
(New York: Peter Smith, 1951), 186,




_ 102

Clay paper rose to some five hundred from Kentucky and around 2,200 from other
states .L‘GI Friends projected another smancipation newspaper for Louisville,
where a candidate for the State Legislature openly adopted the program of the
Emancipation Party.m

Moderation in principl‘e,_‘ bhowevar, did not keep the ysasty editor of the
True Anmerican from 1ibelousiy taunting his personal enemies. His prime critic,
iobert Wickliffe, was named "coward," "cream-faced loon," "fiend and robber? in
that order.ha Garrison took ths precaution of referring his readers to the
Sermon on the Mount as he treated them to Clay's attack on that old "assassine
gire of mssassins." This variety of journalizing was common enough, but certalny
1y it was of questionable utility. "When a citizen of Fayette was poisoned by
that degraded population which he would make perpetuzl among uSe.s," Clay
charged, Wickliffe "covertly and insidiously" got her pardoned by the
Gev»:—zrmv:r‘.h9 If nothing else, Clay was at least making better enemies.

( The storm broke on August 12 over a most indiscreet article in which those
whod"dwall in marble palaces" were reminded that "....there are strong arms and
fiery hearts, and iron pikes in the streets, and panes of glass only betwsen

them and the silver plate on the board and smooth skin woman on the ottoman....

eeosTremble for the day of retribution is at hande-and the masses will be

Lphis is taking the mean of Smiley's estimates of 300 to 700 and 1700
to 2700. Smiley, "Clay," 183. Eaton accepts the higher figures, Eaton,

Freedon, 186,
8&11&:], “Clay," 181&0

187 ue American, June 3, 18453 in Clay, Writings, 215.
wQuoted Liberator, June 20, 1845, 15:99,.
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ave%‘d..SO In another passage it was argued that once slavery had died of
natural economic causes the Negroes would bs eligible for citizenship. By way
of preparation, the present free Negro population should be given poiitical
rights. )This, as will be seen, was all quite in keeping with Clay's present
thinking, but he fought to dissociats himself from the articles, pointing out

that ne had been sick and that he had not even seen them hefore they were

printed.sl(dﬁ.s angwer to the demand thai he abandon the True American was a
protest that the suppression committee was teking advantage of a sick mane- a
"base and dishonorable ae‘b.“sz An "Extra" came out August 15 calling for
600,000 free white Kentuckians to take a manly stand with Clay in the "battle
for liberty and siavery." This only served to harden the opposition, who could
now point to further instigation to violence. Auguet 18 Clay was still dew

manding his rights~=",...my constitutional rights I shall never abandon," he

declared=~but he promised that no more slavery articles would be published
until he was well enough to direct the paper in person.53 The struggle was to
no avail, however, for already a solid state-wids reaction had been set in

motion. The True American press was neatly boxed and dispatched to Cincinnati."
The violence suggested by the "white skin woman" clause, Clay explained,
!

referred to whites, not blacks.’h It is most probable that this was the originall
usanings certainly it was & natural interpretation for Clay, who did not think

“Oclay, Writings, 289.

Slgmiley, "Clay," 188.

52¢1ay, Writings, 290, 291.

53clay, Writings, 300; Maysville Eagle, August 23, 18L5.

Shﬂw York Journal of Commerce; quoted Liberator, August 29, 1845, 15:138,
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of the Negroes as an active group capable of assuming any initiative, But any
interpretation the public desired was possible. "....The masses will be
avenged,” a correspondent of the Eagle quoted, *What masses? Why éerbainly
the nagroes in Lexington particularly, and in all the South generally! My God!

55

is it possiblel" The appeal to the free laborers was turned by the Lexington

Vigilance Committee that dlrected the action taken against Clay into an attempt
at "....rallying free laborers aad negro slaves under his zrt:.amdarc‘i.....“56 The
case against Clay was easy to prepare and to the majority it was probably conw
vincing., In Mason County LS6 signstures were gained for a resolution ap{g?;g_ging
the suppression. Heetings held throughout the State repeated the charge that

the True American had been a menace tc public safety.

The solid front presented by the reaction against Clay should not be exage

gerated, however, Contrary to first report, the Christian Intelllgencer was Ml
forced %o close., In faect the publicity had created %....a patronage which plae
56

its future publication upon a permanent basis," The Mason County publie
meeting of November 10 was called in response to another public gathering at
Washington, Kentucky, which had vindicated Clay.59 A nmumber of prominent
individuals at the second mesting, although critical of Clay, were opposed te
slavery, among them local notables such as John McClung, Judge Beatty, Elijah

Pnister, and F, T, Chambers, who could not approve the action taken by the

S5mg le Eagle, August 20, 1845,

56Tbid., August 23, 1845,

57Ib1d., November L, 1845.

5 iaysville tagle, August 27, 18453 Liberator, September 12, 1845, 15:1i5,

5%, Maysville Eagle, November L, 18L5,
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Lexington citizens; the latter, they believed, "....had violsted the laws and
constitution of the oountry...."éo McClung spoke for a "third party," as
gistinet from the abolitionists who saw slavery as a sin (which McClung did not )
as from the perpetualism of Calhoun, McDuffie and Wiekliffe. This medial
position rested on a combination of ecolonization and emancipation, for, MeClung
posited, "the God of nature has adspted [Kentucky's/ climste and soil for the
abode of the white man, and the presence of the slave alone paralyzes her
growth." An even more significant feature of McClung's stand was & bellef in
the inevitable passing of slavery. H:l.a opposition to glavery, then was dirsctly
at odds with any plan of direct action which would leave the tlacks in the
State.a The Louisvills Journal was cutraged by the brutality of a Lexington

mob mumbering some 150 "Hlack Indians," as they styled themselves, who ",...madef
a loud noise through the streets of lexington, maltreated many negroes, =nd

besldes tarring and feathering several in the public squere, broke the ribs of
one nan, the handa of another, and so injured the eye of a third that the voor
fellow will lose it."& Finally, there were those who criticized the editor of
the Z‘_rggkmeriggn for a careless indiscretion that would, they felt, ",...retard
how long we camnot tell, the progress of gradual emancipation."é‘?' Judging fron

Diaysville Eagle, November 15, 1845

8McClung's vision of the future, similar in many respects with that of
Cassius Clay, 1s signifiecant, "Whites would pour in as the blacks recedsd.
Our plains would be crowded with an active, energetic poplilation, and cur cities|
would spring forward in the career of prosperity, like the young glants of the

North." Maysville Eagle, December 27, 1845.
v 12221aeuisviuo Journal, September 1, 1845; quoted Liberator, September 5, 1815}
s .

63Lewts Collins editorial, Maysville Eagle, August 25, 16LS.
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these evidences of a high variety of opinion, then, the excitement Clay aroused
cannot by any means be considered a solid proslavery reaction.

Within six weeks the Trus American was back in circulation, date-lined

Lexington, but printed in Cincinnati. It was no longer to be the instrument fon
founding a party. Native optimism could not keep Clay from seeing how strong
the obstacles were. Now, however, he shifted his hopes to the mountain countieaL.
where, hs thought, lay the real opposition to slawry.&‘
A most decisive moment in the history of the Kentucky anii-slavery movement
wag the strong recurrence, in January 1845, of the idea of noneremoval, for it
always appeared when the discussion became wvital, when eriticism and debate wers|
cutting through to the real issues., In 1833 an economic antislaverylite had

written to the Western Luminary, under the name "Rockcastlean," that he thought

the slaves should be freed because they would provide cheaper labor as hired
hands than as property that required constant upkaep.65 Two years later Birney
addressed himself to the moral aspect of the slavery question, concluding that
conscience obliged the South to accept all the consequences of immediate emanci«
pation, among them that of freeing the slaves without removing them, But he didq
not anticipate for his audience the actual details of such consequences, leaving
that to their own imagination, FinallyLAugust 16, 1845, to answer charges that
he was an abolitionist, Cassius Clay presented to the public, in a special broade
side, a plan of legal and gradual emancipation that contained no provision for
colonization, outlining in the process the detalled picture of the new society
which Birney had failed to portray.

OUsmiley, *Clay,” 211.
65Quoted Liberator, Jamary 19, 1833, 3110.




107
The idea had been growing on Clay for some time. A letter of November 18L3
to the New~-York Tribune presented a clear view of the alternstives in the

slavery question: 1) continmance of the slave-master relationship, 2) exter-
mination of the blacks, 3) annihilation of the whites, or L) either emaneipatiq
with removal or "....emancipation and a commnity of interests betwesn the
racea."‘ The first was impossible simply because of the increase of the blacks
in number, intelligence, industry and smngth.éé The second and third were
obviously out of the quastion.67 By implieation the fourth was the only accepi«
able solution. Already Ciay was considering emancipation without deportation;
the term "racisl community" indicates a less-than-exclusive faith in colonie
zation,) It is true that he became a Life Member of the A.C.S. in 18h5.68 This
was not only because it would have been impolitic to refuse a request that he
subscribe to the organization, but also because Clay, like most Southerners,
could approve of the Socisty for its benevolent scheme to civilize Africa.69
To many the Colonization Soclety was appealing because it was harnless; to Clay

the A,C,8,. possessed virtue only in spite of the fact that it was ineffectual.

66Liberator December 15, 1843, 131198, Jefferson was right when "he re '
the subject to the certain elsments: the master must liberate the slave, or ¢
slave will exterminate the master.®

67"....1 teke lssue with the opinion....that the question is 'whether the
whites shall rule the hlacks, or the blacks shall rule the whites.' Such an
issue is false in theory..., practice..., and experience. It is derogatory to
luman nature, and blasphemy against God himself." White Sulphur Springs
address; in Liberator, February 2, 18LkL. 1L:17.

684.C.5. 29th Anmal Report, 2. True American, June 17, 1845: in Clay,

Wﬂté‘_lsgﬂg 235.

".+eColonization, with a view merely of getting clear of a fres colored
class, who are ‘a thorn in the King's side,' has none of my sympathyl" Clay
wrote to Daniel Webster in a letter criticizing that statesman's recent speech
on slavery in the Senate. Clay, Life, 20L.
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In debate during his first term in the Legislature he had spoken of "....the
ljame and feeble effort of the Colonization Society striking off one hydra's
nead, whilst a thousand spring up in its ste&d....“?oQIn June 1845 Clay re~
jected ecolonization outright as a hopeless acm.n) If Kentuckians would
rouse themselves to make removal possible, then it would not be objectionable.
But Clay made it clear that only under those circumstances--if deportation were
carried out effectively~~did he approve of removal. His personal objections
(not those of the Emancipation Party, he qualified) were two-fold. First, it
was inexpedient., The great loss of private investment in slaves would be over-
burdening enough without adding to it the cost of compensation and then of

colonization.?a

Secondly, "because it l1s unjust.” This he did not elaborate
very clearly, except to castigate those "friends of perpetual thraldom," who
stirred up prejudice to prevent emancipation. They enjoyed a great sense of
security hiding behind the harmless banner of colonization, "1 am as much in
favor of liberty as you," they said, "if you will send the blacks to the

MOOTasss” 12 (In the next issue of the True American Clay's position was stated

Tray, Writings, L6.

Mprye American, June 17, 18453 in Clay, Writings, 235, See further the
article, "What is to become of the Slaves in the United States?"; quoted
Liberator, ceptember 5, 1BL5, 15:14l. in the first arbicie Clay replies to a
Tetter of Thomas Metcalfe, dated February 1k, 1845 and published shortly there=
after, in which the ex-Governor met him halfway. Color constituted, he
believed, no real superiority. But emancipation would never come because pre-
Judice would always prevail among the noneslaveholders., There was one dim hope,
however, and that was colonization, which, though s "slow process," offered the
only solution. Quoted Maysville Eagle, February 22, 18LS.

72As for eompensating exw-slaveholders, Clay was in favor of amending the
State constitution to allow abolition without reimbursement. J3miley, "Clay,"1l

"r e American, June 17, 18455 Clay, Writings, 232, 233,
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yet more forcefully: free the slaves, he declarsd, and they will be indebted
to usj keep them in slavery and they will free themelvcs.m}

With the possible aliernatives thms reduced to one, it remained to demon-
strate the feaslbility of freeing the slaves without shipping them out of the
country. In a letter "To the People of Kentucky," dated Lexington, Jamary
1845, Clay predicted that the Ulack race would be swallowed up by the influx of
European lmmigration. But not necessarily by amalgamation; racial mixing was
far less frequent in the free states, To Clay this fact was accountable
a prioris informal miscegnation might appeal to some, tut not the burdens that
would go with racial intermrriage.75 Industrious and capable slaves would be
enployed by their "quondam masters” without competing with white industrial
laborars;?é the rest would suffer "the consequences of their folly." Greater
vigilance and stricter penalties would automatically prevent the stealing many
feared, The greater excess of blacks would already have been taken farther
scuth by slaveholders opposed to emancipation.w) These ideas resulted from no

sudden turn of mind. In the letter to the New-York Tribune of November 1843

Clay had pointed out that the country had already adjusted to the presence of
386,265 fres coloreds, almost oneesixth of the total Negro population,
"esseimancipation is entirely safe," he concludad.78 No less outspoken before
8 home sudience (at White Sulphur Springs, December 183), he ineisted that the

natural process of self-advancement, produced by individual motivation rather

ﬁdﬂ"ﬂme American, June 2, 18453 Ibid., 2i8.
75Ibid., 235.

T6uS1aves would not manufacture if they eould; and could not if they would."
Quoted Smiley, "Clay," 75.

TTQuoted Liberator, February 21, 1845, 15:30,
T8noted Liberator, December 15, 1843, 13:198,
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than by racial determination, was what mattered, and openly suggested that in
+this way members of the hlack race would one day meet on the same level with
Whites.79

( Since the dilemma had to be bared and Southerners made to face it, the firs§
task of the reformer was to make clear the prospects of unqualified emancipation
before he could stir the public out of its false hopes that the slave problem
would one day solve itself or gradually be erased by colonisation. The events
of August 1845 forced him to the realization that he must take an even clearer
publlic stand on the issue. This he did immediately in a momentous proclamation
entitled "What is to Become of the Slaves in the United States?" Slaveowners,
he opened,

essomust make up their minds to rid themselves of all those prejudices
that run against the free negro, and sacrifice them to the good of their
country. They must see the necessity of having the free negroes on the
s0il of their nativity; and also, as a matter of course, the necessity
of regarding them as citizens and a part of this nation. To make this
easy and jJust sacrifice, or to have no country, is the only question in
the case. When time shall fres them, and they be planted as the major-
ities in four or five States, they rust be citizens, and come in, if
at all, under the troad prineiples of the Constitution, and be an
integral part of this nation. The sacrifice of our prejudices is not
only necessary, mut a just and small matter, compared to the existence
of a dear country.S0 )
Pure necessity thus demanded sacrifice (though it was only the lesser of two
evils) and positive action., The slaveholder must discuss honestly and quietly,
avoiding collision with the Meduffies in Congress; he must recognize the
abolitionists' sincerity, in spite of their imprudent enthusiasm, and not stir

them te injustice; he must give his slaves as much religion as possible and

il

wQuoted mbmiééf, February 2, 18Ll, 1L:17.
Bolbid., September 5, 1EL5, 15:1)3.,
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educate themy he must voluntarily participate in the "progress of the times® by
ameliorating where possible the lot of his slaves, hailing "the progress of
public opinion" by raising them out of hovels, vermin and filth to decent "and

81

comfortable" living--from degradation to self-ssteem and useful citizenship.

kPmcesding to an anslysis of the comparative conditions of slaves and freeds
men, Clay ranged into a remarkable prornosis., Unlikse the ancient (reek or Roman
slave, who could enter the gociety of his master, the American slave was doomedy
because of his race, to a permanent inferior ststus where he was allowed o
accunmilate no wealth, gain no education., Should philanthropy or some display
of merit result in his freedom, the stipgma of race bore even ..arder upon him,
for he now entered a no-man's land, ",...more sunk in the scale of hmanity,
than when in slavery.

From his previous state, he is ignorant, poor, and lowespirited by

habit; in his new state, he still stands marked Ly naturels God with

an everlasting and distinctive brand, and remains degraded, both he

and his offspring, by the conventions of man, ke brings with him no

wealth from the low and degraded level where he has wrought as a slavej

the lights of science have never shone upon nls benighted and excluded

existence--nor has any aspiration of ambition ever stirred his heart

and lifted him up to dignity and usefulness. He goes forth inito

freedom & marked and degraded being,
The free Hegro had no political rights, nor for that matter, the slightest
polibical experience. With social equality impossible, he remained a cap~ine
hand menial. e was, in fact, the poorest of menials, excluded from factories,
even from public works, for the lowest whites shunned him,

When free, he must carry himself humbler and more bowed down than when

a slave; for he has to coanciliate ail the lords of crestion, from the

nabob to the drunken bestial, to avoid mobs, stripes, and a summary
chastisement, for which no court opens to give him redress,

-‘“-manted Liberator, Soptembsr 5, 1845, 15s1ll. This last brings to mind
Jom Young's belief that the slave should be provided not omly "....the bare
necessaries, tut the comforts of life." Young, Duties of Masters, 55.
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He is forbid [darJ to travel or irade~«to remain in the State where

all his attachments are.... He then goes to some free State, supposing

that there he would find a home and an abiding places but, nol thence

too he is driven by laws unjust and unrelenting.... With no abiding

place, no home, no information, no rights, political or social, no

wealth, he 1s a wanderer on the face of the earth, and like Cain marked

of God, but not for murder or vice. Is it to be wondered at that he

should be poor, and mean, and ignorant, and even vicious and immoral,

without any character cherished in him, to 1ift him above meanness,

idleness and vice?82

In conjunction with the plea that deeply-founded prejudices be abandonedee
an absolutely necessary prerequisite~-and that the highest motives be adopted
in order "....to discharge slavery, to disarm the freed negroes of all those
characteristic vices, and 11ft them up to usefulness and citizenship,“(ﬂay
outlined in two broad points a plan of emancipation. First, gradual abolition
by State leglslation, with education to prepare the slaves for that event. The
old slaves, who were unfit for freedom, might be left in slavery. If necessary,
State and federal compensation would be 3pplied.83 Second, he proposed to grant|
the Negroes the right to hold office and to stand on juries. Social problemsa
should be left to work themselves out--which they would, for political rights
would stirmulate ambition and self-respect, without which nothing could ever be
8k )

expected from the Negro. /

Hé"Wha’s is to become of the Slaves in the United States?"; quoted
Liberator, September 15, 1845, 15:1l1. Clay's understanding of a "closed social
system 1s comparable to that of Elkins in Slavery: A Problem in American
Institutional and Intellectual Life (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 195

BEEWW female slave would be freed at age twenty-one, beginning in a certa
year (1860 or perhaps 1900). Emancipation would result from the fact that
children would follow the status of the mother,

8lriverator, September 5, 1815, 15:1L1. Suffrage would not be granted until
it could te exercised properly, Clay stated in a plan he outlined for issuing to
the public August 16, 1845,
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It is impossible to fully understand Clay's program for emancipation, whieh
spelled out momentous social changes, without regarding still more closely its
author!s ideas on the matter of race. He by no means had any illusioms about
the Negro, First, though nominally a Baptist, he was not in sny ordinary sense
a religious man, After 1845 he talked about the sinfulness of slavery, but thig
was partly a caleculated attempt to widen his axpptaali.aS Being a Southerner, he
knew that the Negroes as a whole were often indolent, unskilled and igmrant,aé
and genially he ridiculed the notion that he was a speclal friend of these
creatures. The True American of February 11, 1845 reported a toast, supposedly

made at a "'darkee' celsbration down South," to "Massa Kasms M. Klay~--de friend

of 'de kullud poppylashumie-aldough he hab a wite skin, he hab also a berry

87

btrack heart: which 'titles him to the universal 'steam ob dis !'sembly." In

a letter of the editor of the New York World, February 19, 1861, marked "Confi-

dential ,* Clay déclared, "They lack selfereliance--we can make nothing out of
them, God has made them for the sun and the banana!"88
On the theoretical level these realistic observations and prejudices did
modify Clay's thinking. All races, he felt, were capable of achieving the same
degree of civilization, but at present the Negro was far behind the white, who,
member of an historically superior race, had a better and larger brain, a more

beautiful form, and more exquisite stmctum.89 The highest link in the

"0;33}% l.&mrican, December 9, 18453 in Clay, Writings, 360, 376, Smiley,
861,90 Amorican, June 10, 18155 in Clay, Writings, 22k,
87Quoted Smiley, "Clay," 10k.
88quoted Ibid., 10L-5.
894 ddress before the Methodist Board of Home Missions, Philadelphia,
January l).L, 181155 Clay', Writin By 531-'
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tchain of humanity" might be subject to the same fate of the lowest-ecertainly
",.ee00d has given rights which are marked as clearly on the most dusky face....f
--butt neverthelass the well«being of the Anglo-Saxon race was first ‘in import-
aum::e.90 These were the people destined by their state of perfection to poasess
this country.gl

The biologlical inferdority Clay suggested was not a permanent condition,
but one of historical origin. This dynamic racial theory allowed for progress
under the general "law of fitness," which applied no rule of color to its
subjects, "That the black is inferior to the white, I readily allow," Clay
saidy "but that vice may depress the one, and virtue by successive generations
elevate the other, till the two races meet on one common level, I am slso firmly
convinoed.”%

All this has had to be gone over in considerable detail to prepare for the
objection that #,...,the snd [Glaﬂ sought was economic prosperity for the whitg
man, and not liberty or equality for the Hegro.“93 As far as it goes, this
interpretation is quite reasonable, Clay's writings abound in declarations thalj
he is concerned only secondarilye--even only incidentally--with the fate of the
Negros "eee.Whilst I would be Just to the Hlack," he stated, "I am free to cond

fess that every feeling of association, and instinctive sentiment of selfe

% ;;%rﬂem York address of January 13, 18L6; quoted Liberator, Jammary 23, 1846,
A% 79

9lvGod has not designed this most favored land to be occupied by an inferioy
race.," "To the People of Kentucky," Lexington, Jamary 18453 quoted Liberator,
February 21, 18h5g 153300

92Wnite Sulphur Springs address, December 20, 1843; quoted Literator,
February 2, 18Uk, 14:17.

93Sm§ley, #Clay," 207. The conclusion that Clay, willing to present the
interests of any group, was moved exclusively by a fierce desire for personal
success, is not satisfactory in spite of all the egotism in the man's personal
make-up that can sasily be pointed out. Ibid., 87.
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elevation, leads me to seek the welfare of the Whits, whatever may be the
consequences of liberation to the African."% There is no doubt that Clay's
first interest was the economic revival and progress of his native State-«an
interest that coincided with that of his own private msiness affairs. Hut
what 1s of much greater significance, he was able to accept the fullest logical
consequences of freeing the slaves and lesving them in the countyry of their
birth, a move absclutely prerecuisite to the desired economic objective, Some=-
thing more than & recognition of the dictates of economic necessity, however,
caused him to think of the Negro as abused and oppreased by the circumstances
of his servile status and by prejudice, and as capable of raising himself to
eventually participate in Ameriean aocietyggs and at the same time moved him to

96

speak of "justice" for the Negro. All these 'nobler! sentiments must be

gﬁ“‘ro the People of Kentucky," Lexington, Jamary 18L5; quoted Liberator,
February 21, 18L5, 15130, See further: Frankfort Commonwealth, February 16,
18113 Smiley, "Clay," 10k, 105; Clay to James 5. Davis, October 8, 1857, in
Clay, life, 235. Clay told Davis that "...,if such issue as extermination smould
over threaten either race, I am for my own, the white race, against all other
races on earth,” The similarity of Breckinridge's views in this matter is close
"eeeoNo question touching the black race in this country, should be allowed for
a moment to compromise the far higher and more important interests of the white
race in it, and of the country itself. I desire the prosperity of every nation
in the world; but, above all, I passionately desire the glory of my own., I
eamestly invoke God's blessing upon every race of menj but, above them all, I
cherish with devotion and with hope, the advancement of my own." Here in one
plece, easy to comprehend, is a parallal to Clay's scattered, seemingly irre-
solvable position. R. J. Breckinridge, Hlack Race, 10.

95Clay insisted in one place that the lacks (with soms of the best Klood
of the South in their veins) were citizens, and the Constitubion allowed the
Federal Government to step in to uphold this status, Just as it would do were
Jews deprived of citizenship by the State of Kentucky. True American, March 25,
18463 in Clay, Writings, Li3-l,
9uWe go for the abolition of slavery, not because the slave is Hlack or
whilte--not becanse we love the hlack man best, for we do not love him as well,
we confess we are full of prejudice,~~tut because it is Just...." True
Ameriean, F@bmary 18, 18)463 in Ibidc, 382'
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qualified before they can be accepted in some formy but they cannot be dise-
missed. Only by a strain of higher motivation out of somewhere could Clay have
produced as he did so clear and revolutionary a vision of a new ordar.w)

The suppression of the True American made its editor a national fijure, an

abolitionists! idol, and an object of spite to Southern nationalists. The new
prominence was not distasteful to Clay, who dreamt of a career in national
politics. A triumphant speech in New York January 13, 1846, followed by
anothzr in Boston, further whetted his appetite.98 Perpetually befcre him was
the inapiring career of Henry Clay, a Southerner with Northern ideas who was
thereby equipped to command a wide audience drawn from all sections of the
country. The difference between the two was that Cassius Clay helleved it
necessary to break the slavery interest on its home ground, for he considered
that form of proprietorship to be a dead weight on the economy of the State,
and hence incompetible with an expanding economy. Where Henry Clay believed in
the utility of compromise, the less statesmanlike Cassius Clay was anxious to
see the issue joined. If Kentucky could be weaned away from the South, the
example of her eonsequent prosperity would atiract her sister astates of the
Upper Socuth. Cassius Clay would remain in Kentucky, mt, if his plans bore
fruit, he would be free from the restrictions of & proslavery constituency to
attain rank in the field of national polities,

Just the opposite trend was in process through the two decades after 1830,

however, as Xentueky gradually drew closer into the community of slaveholding

§"Tx‘ﬁ.ccarci.’mg to Smiley, Clay "...became sc involved in his denunciations of
slavery that he forgot why he had begun that fight in the first place."
Smiley, "Clay," iv.

93Liberator, January 23, 1846, 16:13,
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states, her leadersihip becoming yearly more closely identified with the leader-
ship of the South,”” Xentucky in 1830 had been estranged from South Carolina
by the nullification doctrine, which was generally repudiated in Kenﬁucky, re-
gardless of party. The solid Southern vote against the Maysville Road bill in
1830 further intensified Kentucky's feeling of separatenssa. South Carolinlans
in return began to talk of boycotting Kentucky goods.loo It was to the interesy
of Kentueky antislaveryites that this situation be perpetuated. Robert J.
Breckinridge, whils in kngland in 1836, had taken great care to distinguish
between "States that are now struggling to find...a safe and happy deliverance
from slavery," and those Uyhich are nearly unanimous in favor of its eternal
e:d.stance.”lm But to maintain the distinction required continual vigilance
and effort. Speaking out in 1840 against repeal of the Non-Importation Act,
Breckinridge urged his audience to sse in the move an attempt to draw Kentueky
out of her natursl alliance with the Upper Couth and mske her over into "a
satellite of South Carolina: a faubourg of the lower Missisgippi." By
yielding her independence of the Deep South Kentucky would "..s.take...a
mighty step in advance against the white race, and in favor of eternal
slzs*areszry.":m2 Clay went a step farhher. He too ‘criticized the South as repre=-

sented by South Carolina, a figure of oppression and of an Maristocracy of the

basest lz::'md.“:"o3 But in addition he advised that Kentucky must abandon the

ﬁ(}onnelley and Coulter, Kentucky, 2:80k.

100Connelley and Coulter, Kentueky, 2:706-8, 697,

10lguoted Liberator, August 13, 1836, 6:131.

1923, J. Breckinridge, Speech of October 12, 1810, 16, These views were of
‘]&gng-;-st:gding, baving been suggested in "Hints on Slavery," Kentucky Reporter,
QY oy 20,
" 12%6’0’9«3:' of July 11, 18L), Lexington; quoted Liberator, September 13, 18Li,

1150,
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South entirely. The State had contrived to fall between two stools; she muat
be made to see that her position was untenahla.mh

The prospect of Kentucky's entering the orbit of the Northern aﬁat-ss, how=

ever, involved far-reaching problems only too directly connected with the
slavery question. The State's freedom to handle her own domestic affairs would
be impeired and her internal security would be threatened. A show of sympathy
toward the North would draw in abolitionists and possibly result in insur-

105 Thus Clay could argue

rection--at least this was what was .widely believed.
with effect when he kept strictly to sconomic matters, especially when he drew
upon the exsmple of Ohioj but when his audience thought of Ohio the haver of
slave-gtealers and incendiaries the lesson had a different impert. When, under
pressure, Clay began to sound out other grounds on which to argue, suggesting
that emancipation was dictated by religion,mé he was forcing his appeal into

a treacherous channel., Dark, radical words proceedsd from him, hinting at
precipitate measures that would leave open the doors to civil disruption and

amal gamation--evils from which the generel public recoiled with “shmddering and

107

mh"’l’ha the People of Kentucky,"” Lexington, Jamuary 1845; quoted Liberator,
February 21, 1845, 15:30.

1°5Realiatic or not, a sleeping fear of insurrection was always present in
many minds, capable in moments of excitement of erupting into panic. Eaton,
Freedom, 116-7.

rue American, December 9, 18L53 in Clay, Writings, 358-60,

107James T. Morehead, address before the Kentucky Colonisation Society;
quoted Liberator, March 29, 183, L:149. Morehead became Governor of the State
in 1831‘. and served in the gc 5. Semm’ lahlw?. Allﬂn, Kﬁnt!u 1030 Marbin
(Anti-Slave 68n) and McDougle ("Slavery," 327) identify Eﬁ as a leading
opponent of siavery, but his views were moderate in the extreme and he played
no part in the actual antislavery movement,
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One of Clay's greatest mistakes was to allow himself to be so thoroughly
associated before the Kentucky public with Northerners, including abolition-
131;5.108 His partner, William C. Bell, while travelling East to gaiher sube
scribers for the True American, had stopped at a session of the American Anti-
glavery Convention in New York (now a Garrison organization), where he listened
to an anti.union speech by a female, a certain Miss Hitchcock. "....S5he don't
begin to describe the misery of crime and cruelty...." of slavery, he commented,
At once the editor of the Maysville Eagle advised Clay to dissolve his associ~
ation with this fanatical Mr. Bell, Clay complied, tut damage had no doubt
been dcns.m9 Even more compromising were Clay's later dealings with the abolid
tionist Jolm G, Fee, a product of Lane Seminary. Fee took charge of an
"integrated' college at Berea, Kentucky, which Clay had founded and which was

supported by Northemn contributions.ua

Not oblivious to the dangers of the
tenuous course he followed, Clay struggled to make it clear that he was a
Kentuekian who believed that his State should be allowed to solve her own prob-

lems. "They who bear none of the consequences of action, shall never, by my

consent, act at all," he daclamd.m

Ultimately, the Union was at stake; Kentucklans who would not tclerate a
dictated settlement of their domestic dilemma, either by the North or by the

10Brhese latter only too sanguinely believed Clay to be one of their own.
Liberator, Auguat 2, 18LlL, 141122,

Iﬁ;ﬁ‘;ﬁvﬂh Eagle, May 28, June 1k, 18L5.

110Coleman, Slavery Times, 321, 322. Smiley, "Clay," 29L. Integration was
Fee's idea, "....and could not have been foreseen, but has always had my hearty
approbation,® Clay recalled. The statement is curious. Clay, Life, 212,

lnclay, Writings, 130,
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Southy had recognized this for some time, Most placed high their concern for
the fate of the whole nation.m Blrney, sensing a threat of cataclysm, had
urged forbearance, declaring: "Sir, this Union is precious to mee-if it be
destroyed, the world may mourn, for its liberty ie lost." Yet, should the
South fail tc move, the North would have to appeal directly to the Sourthern
113

conacience, Breckinridge believed Congress had the power to regulate the
internal slave trade and could thus deal a death blow to slavery, but, repeating
Blrney's sentiments, he held that this "engine of vast potency” was not to be
employed ".,..untll the good sense and plety and mmanity of the nation shall
call it fnrth."ln‘ PThe question is, let negro slavery be as bad as any man
makes it out to be, whether it had better contime to exist, or the Union be
abolished-=that's the question--," a friend of Joel T, Hart wrote to the

sculptor.lls

Associating approaching calamity with the problem of slavery, a
problem which they did not know how to meet, produced in these men a sense of
futility and sharp pessimism, The dire consequences of slavery were appmachmg,

an anonymous person warned in the Frankfort Commonwealth of July 18, 1838,

1ﬁ“81avary is a vast evil, and a tremendous sin," a friend wrote to Josma
Wilson, "--And is not God preparing to visit it with His judgments. Look!
The Northern abolitionists, & the Southern spirits of viclence! are they not,
together, hastening on a crisis, the most tremendous? --Nay will not the very
move of your Synod hasten on the reign of hlood in the South? "Separation!
Separationl® % fearful note is already being sounded by the Northern Section
of the Church., ~-Whers is this thing te end? «-Would we not do well=<to be
of fe=gven though we leave both friends and the bones of our ancestors?" Joghua
L. Wilson Papers, p. 769; Durrett Collection Mss,

113n, ., For same years, at least/,/the north should forbear...," Birney
qualified in a letter to Gurley, Huntsville, Alabema, September 2L, 1833;
Birney, Letters, 90.

1LQuc:a'kz«c:l Liberator, February 8, 183L, L:22,

11506l T. Hart Papers, 2:26l; Durrett Collection Mss.
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We see it in the fanatical abolitionism of the north; and in the recke
less nullification of the south. On either side, we know by the smoke
and dust that £ill the atmosphere, that a storm is gathering, which
threatens to burst with all its horrors, upon this ill-fated land,

We would gladly avert the impending danger and tihreatened ruin, btut we
know not how to go about it,.

5
The same gloomy forecasts are echoed in Clay's writings;n in 1831 he had

predicted civil war within fifty years.u7

Bat greater caution and moderation
did not follow--on the contrary, Clay, a man cowed no more in thought than he

was in deed, was incited by the general direction of events to greater extremes,|
When the Scmh@ook with & minimum of probtest the repeal of the Gag Law he

taunted, !?’Bhey roar as gently as any sucking cbve.“lla At the same time, he

uttered statementa of doubtful constitutional orthodnxy.lm If it came to a
choice between slaveholders and liberty, he declared in June 1845, then ths
abolitionists were the truest friends of the Canatitution.lm A year later,
while discussing the question of the government upholding the c¢ivil rights of
Negro citizens, he was heard to say that ",..when thig Union shall fail in this
first purpose of its creation, by playing the slave of Tyrants, we say let it
perish! “lgl These statements contradicted Clay's deéclaration that Kentucky
must be left to handle her own problems unmolested. Such impolitic words might

suggest that, caring nought for his reputation among Kentuckians, he was

116”% the People of Kentucky,® Lexington, January 1845; quoted Liberater,
Febmlary 21, 15!300

117smirey, "Clay," 27.

1187 rye Americang quoted Liberator, December 26, 1845, 15:206,

llgclay was, however, hardly as unorthodox as Fee, whom he chastized in 1857

for declaring slavery to be invelid according to ¥higher law.," Clay to James S.
Davis, October 8, 1857; in Clay, Life, 23L. ‘

1207 rue American, June 17, 18453 in Clay, Writings, 230.
12 e American, March 25, 18463 in Ibid,, lilk,
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thinking of taking his political services to the North., But this he did not dod
He still insisted that the South must understand the great exigencies of her
situation and move toward emancipation. He spoke daily in more urgent terms,
no doubt awere that they were distasteful, because the question of slavery was
becoming just that much more crucial in his own mind,

Appeal to 'higher law,' calling on the religious convictions and conscience
of Kerntuckians, and hobnobbing with abolitionists were offensive encugh in themd
selves, but they were only contributing factors in the suppression of 18);5, and
by no mezne did the resaction thtey engendered end Clay's public career. The real]
substance of the reaction was s reply to an emancipation progras which excluded
colonization, a response so spontareous and positive that no antislavery leader
would in the near future be likely to repeat the mistske. Clay himself did notd

In an effort %o regain some of the ground he had losgt in Kentucky, Clay
went off to Mexico and covered himself with a modicum of military glory. Having
failed to influence the policy of Keatucky Whizs, on hils return be determined
to ruin them by undermining their non-alave‘holding support, His caupaign for
governor in 1851 accomplished that aim, he claimed cn the basis that, in additiom
to five thousand who had vofbed for him, thirty thousand had stayed away from thel
polls on his account.122 Bat his activities now coversed a much larger field as
he campaigned for Free~soilism in Northern states as well as Keau'mu»::k;sr..l23 Wall
on his way to entering the ranks of the Republican Party (which ho did in 185}4),
Clay was rapidly adopting a thoroughly 'un-Kentueckian' approach 4o the problem
of slavery in his State., "I am for no Unlon without Liberty...," he told new

mClay, life, 212-13,
1235mi1ey, "Clay," 293.
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Back on Yankee soil the Garrison in him had again emerged,
making--no one can say how mch--hypoerisy out of his Kentucky antislavery
years, Meanwhile, the Legislature having failed to place any but quite minor
restrictions on the pr«asa,lzs public discussion of slavery had continued une
abated through 1819,

The last act in the Kenbucky antislavery debate is yet to be toldj it
remains here only to relate an incident that indicates the new direction that
debate wes assuming. Clay's attorney, his brother Brutus, terminated the True
American in the fall of 18465 but a successor puklication, the Examinsr, took
over ab Louisvills June 19, 1847 under the editorship of John C. Vaughan, Clay]
expressed surprise at his brother's action; but it is ﬁzﬂikely he had romained
very entimsiastic about a project he was not directing in person, and surprising
that such action would have been taken without his ls:ncmlaclg,,*’et.126 Vaughan's
subsequent success was dus 4o his moderabion, Those who would endsavor o
"essechange old and time-worn habits and laws..," he said, "must understand
prejudices and pay proper regard to themj lmow all perils, and ward them off}
weigh each interest and be Jjustj and violate no right in removing a wrong."
Insolence, harshness, bigotry, overtearing, rabid s:d one-sided manners mads
poor allieg.lz" This was a pledge thet there would be no retwn to Clay's

alarming advocacy of unconditional emancipetion. The pledge, as will be seen,

was also a prediction; the pledge was kept, and the forecast was accurate,

"fﬂ'Smﬂey, "Clay," 296,
125Liberator, March 20k, 1846, 16:L6,
1255iberatar, November 13, 18L6, 161162, Vaughan was originally from South
Carolina, Hartin, Anti-Slavery, 118,
127%ven Garrison seemed moved by these sentiments; though insisting upon

firm adherence to principle, he expressed himself ®,,.aware that great caution
is needed in such a peeition..,." iHders is more evidence requiring tha

t we
g‘ui,lify the standard view of ths rabid 'liberator.' Examiner, Quoted Liberator




CHAPTER V

THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 18491
CONCLUSION OF THE SLAVERY DEBATE

In 1843 the second round of antislavery activity began in Kentuecky. This
time, however, the movement quickly gained strength enocugh to survive any such
setback as occurred in September 1845. Criticism was not stayed by cries of
"abolitionism" and "insurrection” as it had been when Birney carried his
discussion of slavery beyond accepted bounds., The press was open. The publie
had been exposed to gll aspects of the question and could face the problem with
relatively less apprehension, The dmeadful promise of abelitié;;l and insurrection
had not materialized, and these terms, more familiar now, were less ominous.l
And, finally, with the body of antislavery literature now complete, Kentuckians
understood more fully the magnitude of their problem. What had once been only
of private hmanitarian or moral concern to a mmber of individuals was now une
deniably a public matter. More than just the economy of county or State was
felt to be at stake; many recognized that the slavery question had come to in-
volve the fate even of the Union, A spirit of urgency pervaded the events
leading to the constitutional convention in Frankfort of 1849.

There was some justification for refomers to be optimlatic, From Lewls

County came a report of spirited discussion going on there and in adjacent

IMartin, Anti-Slavery, 111.
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counties, Another correspondent of the True American wrote that in Methodist
circles there was much disaffection over membership in the Southern branch of
the Church.2 When Clay handed the True American property over to Vaughan, along
with his stock of material and subscription list, there was, the new editor
reported, no difficulty in carrying on an antislavery paper in Ken*bucky.B

In this situation, Vaughan thought, revolution was out of place; with the
public awake and virtue alive, change could bs directed by the regular means of
permsion}‘ If the keynote of the new campaign were to be moderation, no out-
side influence could be tolerated, either from the Calhoun South or Garrison's
North. Kentucky must be free of the Nullifiers who were trying to draw her
under their wing by playing on "pride, pession, sectional prejudice, avarics,
and fears," and indirectly by abetting the rise of fanaticism at the North.
"The stormier it becomes, the brighter and surer their political prospects,"
Vaughan declared. "They have done as much to extend abolitionism by their
6XCce88....88 has been done any other my."s
Vaughan's method was caloulated to promote reform by constitutional change.
Pressure for a convention was rapidly mounting. Dr. Ruffner, a leading figure
in the movement in the nonw-slaveholding counties of western Virginia, addressed
the Franklin Society of Lexingbton on the economic and political evils of slavery]

True American; quoted Liberator, April 17, 1846, 16161,

BClay, Lifa’ 1750

l‘"Society.., when stagnant, needs a whirlwind blast to purify it... Bat
where thers is virtue and intelligence enough to hear and consider truth, the
ruder anger of the storm without will only enkindle a ruder anger within,
Violence, invariably, begets violence, and all that the best of us can do, at
such times, is to watch the excitement as it wears away; and then to labor and
wait." Louisville Examiner; quoted Liberator, July 2, 1847, 17:106,

STvid.
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familiarizing his audience with the welleorganized efforts against the insti-
tution being conducted across the border.6 "Have we such an organigzation in
Kentucky?" the Examiner commented, "May we not have it?" "Let us ta.ka courage

from this example of the 0ld Dominion.... Let us...organize now.“7 The

Louisville Journal, the most influential paper in the State, had previously
(October 8, 18L6) declared that the time was not yet ripe for raising the
question of emancipation, and advised delay until the public demanded its

8 Editor Prentice's opposition to slavery, however, was a public

settlement.
fact,9 and, though he advised against a convention, he did help to publicize
the issue.

The call for a constitutional convention was heard as early as Jamary 18464
The antislaveryites were joined by proslavery opponents who thought them too
weak to successfully alter the constitution in their favor., The measure was
blocked for the time in the Senate by a narrow two votes, btut was passed early
the following year. The first plebiscite, held in August, approved the con-
vention by a thirty thousand vote majority; the second popular vote was roughly
the am.lo Aeccording to the Loulsville Courier the dominant issue was the
question of slawry.u Interest was strong in the non-slaveholding eastern

meuntain counties and on the northern river border, particularly in Louisville,

Oleeks, "Anti-Slavery," 100, They were, as a matter of fact established by
Larry Gara, hardly organized at all. Larry Gara, The Liberty Line (Lexington:
University of Kentucky Press, 1961).

TQuoted Liberator, December 3, 1847, 17:19k.
Bgaton, Freedom, 192, 193.

9Quoted Liberator, April 16, 181, 11161,
10Martin, Anti-Slavery, 120, 121.

Maynville Esgle, August 9, 1847,
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In spite of the generzl sense of agresment among opponents of slavery, the
ware gerious matiers of contention that would require settlement on ‘some higher
level. To meet the need for cohesion, in January 1849 Cassius Clay issued a
call for an antislavery convention to be held April 25 in the Capital.lz
Inmediaicly a measure of order was injected into the movement; mumerous local
meetings were held throughout the State to select delegates, and at these
gatherings the subject of slavery was debated. DPefore the delegates met in
Frankfort, the principle points of dispute had been clarified, if not resolved,
and the general attitude of those opposed to perpestual slavery had been aired,
making it possihle for these delegates to proceed more realistically on the
question of emancipation,

First in importance, antislavery lsaders had to agree on what general type
of constitutional provision was desireable. The sources show a considerable
diversity of opinion, but in general they exhibit a pervading spirit of mcdere
ation. For one reason, it was widely feared in antislavery circles that to
ask too much by way of constitutional alteration would result in a final sete
back to the cause-wa prospect well recognized by many proslaveryites as well,
Furthemore, there was strong opposition to injeecting the slavery issue into a
novement for constitutionsl reform. Many who felt this way were themselves
eritical of slavery, and it would therefore be a serious mistake to alienate
this potential source of support by advancing extreme proposals. Prentice is
& case in point. He approved the extremely moderate character of the emanci-
pation proposals then current, considering it above all a virtue that "the plan

T2 bserver and Reporter, January 20, 1849.
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which has received general countenance...rests upon no postulate of the equality
of man or the commands of CGod."™ But, while he felt that great value was to be
derived from discussion based on such practical premises, he held résolutely to
the position that candidates should not be run for the convention on any such
scheme, The only active measure he would advocate was constitutional none
impertation.n Others were of the same mind., "Hundreds" signed a call for a
meating t5 be held at the Marech Counby court house to support the proposition
that the convention should not consider the question of slavery. Prominent
figures such as George Robertson of Lexington, General Richard Collins, Henry
Waller, and Ceorge Prentice signed the petition, declaring themselves
"evse0pposed to agitating Emancipation Now! with & view to inserting it directly

in the coming Constiwtﬁ.on."lh

Chief Justice Robinson, consldered by some the
real leader of emancipationists, would not have the State attempt a settlement
of the slavery problem because he felt that 211 emancipation schemes were
?,.ees8ither impracticable, pnjust, or unphilanbhropic.“ls
Those who did desire to make slavery an issue in the coming convention
were opposed to making a final settlement, The most advanced proposal asked
for a constitutional provision enabling the Legislature to consider the question
of slavery in the future, The Lexington Atlas expressed satisfaction with

things as they were, mt, should the slavery issue be forced in the convention,

T3Quoted Maysville Eagle, February 2li, 18L9.
pn article signed "A Slaveholder"; Maysville Hagle, February 2, 18L9.

ls'rhnmas Y. Payne to the editors of the Maysville Herald and the Kentue
Flag, Maysville, February 27, 1849; quoted Ma e Eagle, Mareh 1, IBLJ.
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the decisiens of the present generation should not bind later penerations, The
new constitution should provide for a renewsl every ten or twenty years of the
question of ermncipation.lé Putliec resolutions in Woodford and Eoyie Counties
followed much the same line of maaoning.”

In eritieism of slavery, as well as in the concrete proposals for reform,
the test of acceptabiliby was practicality, In this pragmatic spirit the
Louisville Examiner took pains to demonstrate how slavery had retarded eduea’d.eu,

stifling the promising movement for common &chools. "No system of universal

education,” Vaughan declared, "¢can live in a slave State." "Slavery knows no
sympathy with the mass of men‘..."m Far more attention was given, however, to
economic and certain scclal aspects of slavery than to any moral-humanitarian
ccnaiderations.l9 Reversing the 'Northern weslth and Southern prefits'! formula
the Examiner demonstrated with a rash of statistics how far the South had fallen|

20 In the same manner William

behind the North in economic development.
Breckinridge, brother of Robvert J. Breckinridge and a fellow Presbyterian
minister, pastor in Louisville, wrote in the pages of the Louisville Democrat

of glavery as a sort of killing fungus, Negroes slave and free mighing down

10¢ayaville Eagle, March 31, 1849, The resolutions adopted by Mason County&
Antislave es are similar in this respect. It was "....not their intention t
cisturb the relationship which exists between master and servant, but rather
than put the whole machinery and form of goverrment in commotion, or hazard it,
for the purpose of & single error pointed ont by experience, it would be better
to sulmit a proposition for amendment, to be first considered by one or two
Legislatures, and then submitted once or twice to the people, as may be thought
advisable for their ratification.,” Ibid,

17Ibid,, Maréh 27, 1849,

18quoted Observer and Reporter, Jamary 13, 1849.

13, p. clark ("Slave Trade,™ 333) is correct in remarking the absence of
criticism of slave trading in the years 1840 to 1848, Had more powerful issues

not occupied the scene, however, more concern over the matter would probably
have been forthecoming,

20Quoted Liberator, April 27, 18L9, 19165,
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the economy in such states as Kentucky, Virginia, and Delaware by their "already|
fearful® mmbara.m In county after county where antislavery meetings were
held, the institution was accounted "a great social, politieal and economic

2
evil.“a There were exceptions to the general trend of thinking. A publie
assemblage at Lexington, April 1k, 18L9, subscribed, under the influence of
Robert J. Breckinridge, to propositions that referred in part to certain moral
considerations,
ves chereditary slavery as i1t exists among us,
I. I8 contrary to the natural rights of mankind;
II, Is inconsistent with the state of sound morality;
ITI. Is hostile to the prosperity of the commonwealth.
We are therefore of opinion, that it ought not to be made perpetual,
and that ths convention....affords a proper occasion, on which steps
should be taken to ameliorate the condition of slavery, in such a way
as shall be found practicable in itself, just as it regards the
masters of slaves, and bensficial to the slaves themselves.23
These resolutions, however, stand out as something of a rarity. The movement
had acquired a much broader base, had become populariszed, and as a result was
marked by a more practical and almost entirely untheoretical spirit. Natural
rights and sin, so important in 1830 and 1835, were replaced by considerations
of the economic welfare of the State, of the material welfare of artisans, small]

farmers and aspiring local capitalists, and of certain more or less specific

ﬁQ\m‘bed Ibid., April 20, 1849, 19:61., Willism Breckinridge is erroneously
accounted a prosiaveryite by Irving S. Kull, "Presbyterian Attitudes Toward
Slavery," Church History (Jamuary 1938) 7:10l-lk, p. 109.

22Lewis County, April 1k, 1849, Maysville Eagle, April 21, 18L9. See
further reports of meetings in Mason, %ayeife,_in%'ﬁoyle Counties: Ma le
Eapgle, April 10, 18493 Observer and Reporter, Jamuary 13, 1819, Mﬂ?ﬁ%ﬁg,
arch 27, 18l9.

23Robert J. Breckinridge, "The Question of Negro Slavery and the New
Constitution of Kentucky," Billical Repertory and Princeton Review (October
1849) 21:582~608, p. 583, There 1s a af%gﬁ&y dITferent version of the same
statement in the Maysville Eagle, April 19, 18L9.
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'social' disadvantages. A sharp expression of the new spirit appeared

anonymously in the Lexington Observer and Reporter January 13, 1849.

It was some years since warmly contended that slavery was a sin, &

crime of the darkest hue to the slaveholder; that slaves had souls,

(and who did not know this,) and according to the law of God and man

ought to be free, ought to possess and exercise all the inalienable

rights civil, religious and political, that the white man does, and

the object of the emancipator then was to elavate the black race,

even at the dear expense of amalgamation.
Driven from this by "sound argument” they now proposed to end slavéry ?eeeofor
the purpose they now declare of elevating the white race," and aver that they
", ..care not a damn what becomes of the negroes amongst us...." Christ, it
gave them pleasure to note, ",...never meddled with private rights....“ah

0f widest interest was the problem of what was to be done with the slaves
after emancipation. Here insurrection alarmism did not obscure the issue as
it had done ten years before. For a mement, when it was discovered that funds
were being solicited in Ohio for the antislavery campaign in Louisville, the
cry of abolition interference was raised; tut correspondents to the Maysville
Eagle pooh-poohed the charge and were supported by the editor, whose

moderatism was above queation.zs The editor of the Observer and Reporter,

D, C. Wickliffe, sgreed that few Kentucklans could be said to be in sympathy
with Northern extmmists.zé The air was more or less cleared for openly

treating the question of whether after emancipation the some seventy thousand

ir]ﬂhe letter, dated Fayette County, January 10, is signed "BE", Observer

and %%;p:rt-er, January 13, 18L9.

ville Bagle, March 29, 1849. August 5, 1848 seventy five slaves,
freed by a young student from Central College {Doyle), armed with guns and
primitive weapons, made a bresk from Fayette County for the bordsr. In October
forty Woodford County slaves were caught planning a similar attempt. Aptheker,
Slave Revolts, 38. Aptheker is overly credulous and places too great an
emphasis on events that were of only slight significance at ths time.

260bserver and Reporter, May 9, 18L9.
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freed Negroes would remain. The Emancipator usually supported colonization; buy
in an editorial of Jamary 18L9 something elss was suggested.

The Negroes may be inferior in vigor, activity and comprehensiveness of
intellect, tut, in regard to other traits, fidelity, humanity and hospi-
tality, we doubt whether they will shrink from comparison with the white
race.
The Negro may be indolent, but will soon learn to adjust when toll means
advance in,...comfort and happiness, No one will regard an industrious
free hlack as a nuisance.27
But this survival of Cassius Clay's advanced views was entirely exceptional,
In slmost &1l the antislavery literature of the years 1847 to 1850 removal is

the sine cua non of emancipation. The grand scheme of colonization was once

again widely praised. One day, it was hoped, state and federal support would
be attracted., "It will then lead by general consent to the triumph of the
great principle of emancipation...," Lewls Collins held.2S Opening his paper
in December 1848 to discussion of slavery, he had clearly given it as his
opinion that if colonization were not attached to emancipation, he would prefer
slavary.” ",....We are utterly opposed to any system which shall not result in
the final removal of the Hlack race from Kentucky," it was resolved at a Mason
County public assemblage. "....The healthful climate, the exmberent soil and
the high temperate latitude of Kentucky point her out as the destined shode of

the free white race,n A similar meeting in Frankfort resolvedt

5".?Quoteml Observer and Raporter, Jamary 13, 18,9, For Vaughan's views on
colonization see Observer aud Reporter, March 10, 1849 where the response to
the Pindell Letter is recorded,

Zaﬁaavﬂla Eagle, March 27, 18L9.
291bid,, December 5, 18L8; see also April 10, 18L9.
301bid,, February 13, 18L9.
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That we have no otjection for a proper provision for colonizing the

present free blacks, and those who shall hereafter be set fres, but

protest against abolition or emancipation without the consent of the

owner, unless upon full compensation and colonization,3l .
In contrast, some refused to join the emancipstionists because of a lack of
faith in coleonization. Caleculating that the scheme would require another ten
to twenty million dollars in addition to the sixty million necessary for the
compensation of slaveholders, Thomas Payne believed that, aside from the matier
of its desireability, colonization was ¥ ..8 phantom,-~the creation of a dis-
ordered imagination.“3 2 According to another pessimistic estimate, made by an
anonymous proslaverylie, colonization would cost #30,000,000, an impossible sumd
He was answered by an emancipationist that Kentucky's 190,000 Negroes could be
colonized for £30 a head; by taking into account the number of slaves that woulg
be sold out of the State on the approach of emancipation he reduced Payne's
figure to $5,700,000.33 The fact that the antislavery movement did not grind
to a standstill when the great cost of emancipation was revealed--even when so
prominent an antislavery figure as Cassius Clay had declared it to be absolutely
prohibitive~--~shows the strength and the relative blindness of the faith placed

in colonization. On the other hand, one may wonder how many of those were re-

duced to silence who had lost, or who never had, any hopes that compensation

HMaysville Zagle, February 10, 18L9, Few shared Cassius Clay's readiness
at times to ipgnore property rights. The resclutions of the Bowling Green
emancipation meet are a good example; 2L of the LO signers were slaveholders.
(lement Laton, ed., "Mimutes and Resolutions of an Emancipation Meeting in
Kentucky in 1849," Journal of Southern History (November 1948) 1L:i5LS5.

32thomas Y. Payne to the editors of the Maysvills Herald and the Xentucky
Flag; quoted Maysville Eagle, February 27, 1'8'&%.

331vid., February 2L, 1849, a letter signed "Bracken;" the second letter,
over the signature "A Slaveholder," appeared lbid., March 1, 18L49.
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and, more especially, removel, was feasihle., The number of potentlal emaneci-
pationists buried by the practical requirements of the problem must remain a
nystery. |

The most dramatic response to the 18L47-1849 antislavery impulse came
February 17, 18L9 when Kentucky's 'first citizen,' Henry Clay, long-silent foe
of slavery and a founder of the American System, entered the lists on the side
of the enemies of perpetual slavery. Throughout his long public career Clay
remained a true model of the Kentuckian who disapproved of slavery. This is
sean in the moderation and practicality of his views, even in the relative
gsilence on the subjeet he maintained between 1799, the year of the second State
constitutional convention, and 1849 when he issued a public statement of his
personsl thoughts concerning emancipstion. It is represented as well by his
vwork for the American Colonization Society in the intermediate years., The
demands made by the role of great political prominence he played are also part
of the plecture,

There is little evidence that Clay was moved to oppose slavery by any
abstract considerations, Emphasis upon moral aspects of slavery tended to make
ceritiecs inflexibvle and extrems in their demandsj hut this was never true of
Clay. Although he might at times show & benevolent condescension toward the
s].ewe,?'h political necessity, public and private, determined most of his

actions, In 1820 while discussing the Missomri quastion with a delegate from

ijEl“nera is, for example, the case of John Bear, a Maryland slave, who
claimed that Clay, thinking him a bright lad, advised him to go to a free state
and get himself with education, John W, Bear, The Life and Travels of John W.
Bear, "Ihe Buckeye Flacksmith" (Baltimors: D. Finswanger & Co., 1073)s Je
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that Territory, he advised the man to "Co home....and exert yourself to esta-
blish gradual emancipation....” To Judge from the reaction of some who heard
him, however, Clay delivered in Congress something akin to the 'positive good!
argument.BS Higher eminence in later yvears made it even more impossible to
teke any open stand against slavery, (lay could not aiford being associated
with abolitionism, radieal or temperate, national or local, This was brought
out clearly in 18L): when Whig opponents in Kentucky (peremnial political
snemies the Wickliffes and Thomas F, Marshall) attempted to read abolitionism
into his stand against the annexation of Texas. Repudiating the charge, Clay
alienated a number of antislavery Whigs (notahly distant kinsman Cassius Clay,
whose indiscretions had occasioned the attack); btut the sacrifice was :“Lece.-asax';r]6
A Southermer standing for national office had also to be wary of offending

Northern sensibilities, The Lexington Intelligaﬁcer took the trouble to answer

an accusation originating in New York in 1842 that Henry Clay was "swearer,
gambler, dnuellist, thief, robber, man.stealer, slave-holder," and that he

3-gCa'rl Schurs, Life of Henry Clay (2 vols., Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & Co
1888), 1:179, Ceorge D aﬁgeﬁr 3 d""ﬂxra of Good Feelinus (New York: 1952), 218ff
in his erslysis of the Southern posYtion on siavery in the debates makes nothin
of the sort out of Clay's remarks. Clement Laton, He Clay and the Art of
American Politics (Boston: Little, Brown & Co., c.ﬁ,"ﬁg.

3Becrge R. Poage, Henry Clay and the Whig Party (Chapel Hillj University o
North Carolina Press, 1§§E§ N ﬂ'@% “Trouble had soon turned out of Cassius Clay'ﬂ
sortie as a Clay Whig lato the North to attract Birneyites, His presenting his
sacond cousin as an emancipationist drew & quick repudiation from Henry Clay.
"Mr, C. M, Clay's letter was written without my knowledge, without any con-
sultation with me, and witiout any authority from me...he has entirely miscone
ceived my feelings." 3ut he regretted having to do this--for fear of losing
four slave states~--and said so in a letter to Joshua Giddings. He was caught
in the old Whig 'bind' which "Cash" Clay would so willingly bare to the Northe
public, The trip was in fact largely a failurej abolitionists would not swall
his eccnomic antislavery and his insistence that what was legally property had
to be treated as such., OSmiley, "Clay," 150, 160.

By
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mistreated his slaves. Concerning the last, possihbly more heinous, crimes, the
editor carefully detailed the healthy diet enjoyed by Clay's fifty some slaves,
a mumber of whom were pure charity cases. Hamp workers received up‘to a dellar
a day wages cduring 'breaking season,' This benevolenit master had never purchasef
a slave unwilling to come with him, and he hac emancipaied five slaves (1830,
163h and 1840). The editor took the trouble to reproduce the deeds of emanci=
pation"a?

In a Southern state the path & politicien had to tread was even narrower;
no ona was more consclous of this than Clay. In en interview with Birney in
183, he pointed out for the abolitionist's edification how R, J. Breckinridge
and John Green had ruined themselves politlically by their antislavery
45\c:’c,t‘w*it.:t.zes.38 The most that could be safely done was to promcte colonization,
and this Clay did with great constaney, It is not suggested, however, that the
eolonization work he undertook served as a cover for parbimlarly advanced ideasg.
Clay believed in ecolonization, and when he expressed himself most freely on the
subjsct, in 1849, he did not introduce any innovations incommensurate with the
ordinary volicy of the A.C.S5. In a speech before that organization in 1827 Clay
gave as his opinion that the anmal increase of slaves, an estimated 52,000,

39

could be deported at a cost of #.,0L0,000, This trust in the ultinate

practicability of the colonisation scheme never deserted him, in spite of the

3T Quoted Liberator, September 2, 1842, 12:137. See further, Eaton, Clay,
119ff,

38Bimay', aliary," September 17, 183L; Bimsy, Letters, 135n,

39t this time Clay tossed out the sug;estion that free Negroes might be
colonized west of the Rockies. Charles 1. Foster, "The Colonization of Free
Negroes in Liberias, 1816-1835," Journal of Negrs History (January 1953)
38”*1"'66, P lll’
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reverses the Soclety underwent. Private enterprise alone, he pointed ocut at
the Anmual Meeting of Janmary 18, 1848, set thousands of European immigrantse.
several times the annual increase of slaves-eashore at New York every yaar.ho
In keeping with his ralatively liberal conception of the function of the federal]
government, he hopcd that eventually Washington would contribute 4o colonie
zation.m‘ For years after severe decline hed hefallen the Colonization Scelety,
(lay remained a persevering supporter of the A.C.S.

Birney found Clay unaffected hy the more radieal currents of opinion presenﬁ
in Kentucky in the mid-thirties, He came away from the interview of September
183k with a distinctly unfavorable impression. "I found him, sccording to my
conceptlons, altogether wrong--and that he had gone very little beywnd the
standard of vulger reflection on the subject," he recorded in his diary. "The
impression made upon me, by this interview was that Mr. C. hﬁd no conscience
about the matter, and therefore, that ha would swim with the popular curmnb.'w
Clay Jwaa not for converting., His ideas, eonditioned by what he felt to be the
dictates of political expediency, were fixed, Birney's primary objection, how-
over, was that Clay took & generally passive position. Kentueky slavery was so
mild, he said, +hat an ontright assault upon the inastitution was not required.
Property interests were too powerful +o oppose, and, besldes, they were legiti-

mate, "....The case was hopeless by any direet effort, and wes to he left to

09, c.5, 3ist Annual Report, Jemsary 1f, 1815, 23.
rch 28, 1832 he presented a memorial to Congress urging the government
to assist colonization. Liberator, April 1k, 1832, 2:60.

hgmmey, "Ulary,” September 17, 183k; Birney, Letters, 135n. Dumond dates
the meeting September 163 this appears to be mistaken,
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the indviuence of liberal principles as Lhey should pervade our .‘i.amd.“2l3 What
Hirney meant by "vulgar reflection” is not detailed in the "Jiary" entry of
September 17, but it is clear Irom other sources that Clay's conservatism was
based on several very ordinary presuppositions. OSlavery was indeed "....a great
evil, & wrong, for the present, I fear an irremediable wrong, to its unfortunate
victims."hh But much more important in Clay's thinking was his basic atiitude
toward the black race. The Negroes, eapscially the "True Coloreds," were a
debased lot, addicted to crime and vice. Tnis was because ol their condition=-
whites in the same position would be just as degraded and v:'u.:imrus.h5 But this
vwas definitely not meanit Lo suggest that such a condition might be alieviated
and Negroes be allowed to progress alongside whites. God had desmed otherwise.

«vsBlovating themselves to a sublime but impracticable philosophy,
the abolitionists would teach us to eradicate all the repugnances
of our nature, and to take b our bosoms and our boards the hlack
man a8 we do the white, on the same footing of equal social condition.
Do they not perceive that in thus confounding sll the distinciions
which God himself has made, they arralgn the wisdom aad goodness of
Providence itself. It Las bsen His divine pleasure to make the Llack
man black and the white man white, and to distinguish them by other
repulsive constitutional differences,
What God had thus marked separate should not be hrought together by any process

L6

of wnnatural amalgamation, Besides the factors of deep prejudice and

, IISB‘:i.mey, "Diary,® Septerber 17, 183L; Birney, Letters, 135n.

esolutions presented November 13, 1847, censuring the Hexican War;
quoted Liberator, December 3, 1847, 17:193.

45a.C.S. 3l4th Annual Report, January 23, 18651, 38.

Lbpranicfort Commoriwealth, Felruary 27, 1839, See further: A.C.S. 3lth
Annual Feport, January 23, 1851, 393 A.C.S. 3lst Annual Report, January 16, 1844,
231. Clay even sugrests that the two iaces may even have antithetical moral
constitutions; this makes it difficult to trust his statements on the perfectiw
bility of the Negro race in Africa.
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‘Providential design' there was an even more urgent consideration which forbade
heeding the abolitionists. That was the great question of racial domination.
To free the:Negromswould result in the most terrible fate for the one or the other
Tac8.
In the slave States the alternative is, that the white man must

govern the black, or the black govern the white. In several of these
States the number of slaves is greater than that of the white population.
An immediate abolition of slavery in them, as these ultra-abolitionists
propose, would be followed by a desperate struggle for immediate
ascendancy of the black race over the white race, or rather it would
be followed by instantaneous collisions bstween the two races, which
would break out into a c¢ivil war that would ﬂnd in the extermination
or subjugation of the one race or the other. i?
These are most likely the vulgar reflections which determined Clay's thinking
on slavery, and which Birney instinctively labelled as "altogether wrong.”
Furthermore, they explain why Clay held so tenaciously to colonization. Becausel
of the prospect of an inevitable struggle for racisl ascendancy, Clay opposed
any program of emancipation, no matter how gradual s wherever the proportion of
blacks was high., Colonisation, racial separation-~these were the fundamentals
of his antislavery thinking.he

The Pindell Letter is to be regarded as the act of a consclentious states~
man, who, freed from private political considerations, took the opportunity to

deliver himself of long-established and sincere thoughts on the subject moat

WAfrican Reposito 15:29. More convenient reference to Clay's Senate
speech on aboiﬁgon may be found in Henry Clay, The Works of Henry Cla
Compriging His Life, Correspondence and Speeches (edited by Cﬁ?i.r% ﬁoigon, New
ZOit G. P, Pulnam's Sons, 1901). GSee Turther the report on Clay's reso-
lutions censuring the Mexican War in Liberator, December 3, 1847, 17:193, Eaton
shows that the idea of black ascendancy was constantly in the back of Clay's
mind, Eaton, Clay, 130.

he‘Stma'l:.e speech of February 7, 18393 quoted Frankfort Commonwealth,
February 27, 1839,
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crucial to his native State.w The content of the letter presents nothing that
had not appeared before in the Senator's speeches. But Clay's decision to join
the proponents of bringing the question of slavery to an open test was a new
departure, reflecting at once his sense of the urgency of the matter, the
strength of the antislavery movement, and Clay's own personal courage.

He treated the debate as closed; all sides had been heard; few maintained
the ‘'positive good' defense of slavery. Further agitation would only produce
reactiony what was now reguired was a clean plebiscite for or against slavery,
Rather than revive contention, Clay restricted his remarks to a description of
the benefits to accrue from emancipation. Again he appeared both the practicald
minded Whig and & humanitarian,

We shall remove from among us the contaminating influences of a
servile and degraded race of a different color. We shall enjoy the
proud and conscious satisfaction of placing the race where they can
enjoy the great blessings of liberty, and eivil, political and social
equality; we shall acquire the advantage of the diligence, the fidelity,
and the consistency of free labor, instead of the carelessness, in-
fidelity, and the unsteadiness of slave labor; we shall elevate the
social condition of the white laborer; sugment the value of our lands,
improve the agriculture of the State, aitract capital from abroad to
all the pursuits of commerce, mamufactures and agriculture; redress,
as far and as fast as we prudently could, any wrongs which the
descendants of Africs have suffered at our hsnds, and we should

demonstrate the sincerity with which we pay indiseriminate homage
to the great cause of the liberty of the human race.50

Emancipation, accompanied by colonization, was necessary to the welfare of both
races. The 190,000 Negroes in Kentucky could never successfully live beside
the white population; "peace, harmony and equality" would never be established

}@r“....l suppose that my letter [;oo Pind6ll ] wlll bring on me some odium,"
Clay wrote to his son. "I nevertheless wish it to be published. I owe that to
the cause, and to myself, and to posterity.® Clay to James Clay, New Orleans,
March 3, 18493 Henry Clay, Works, 5:585,

50The Pindell Letter is quoted in full, Libverator, March 16, 18L49, 19:12,
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because of an ineradicable racial prejudice working perpetusally to their detri-
ment, One had only to regard the plight of the free Negroes in the Northern
states. DBesides this primary requirement, any emancipation plan, to be worth
considering, had to bs slow and cautious so as not to disturb the present sociall
equilibrium, Thirdly, to render the scheme operable, slave labor under the
management. of the State ought to be utilized to finance removel. Clay specifi-
cally proposed that all slaves born after 1855 (or 1860) be freed upon reaching
the age of twenty five, when they would be hired out by the State for a maximum
period of three years. In 1889 the system would go into effect, and that year
some five thousand ex-slaves would be transported to Africa and supported there
for six months at a cost of $250,000. By his calculations, these emigrants
would have earned three times that amount.

Returning again to the uestion of the racial inferiority of the Negro, Clay|
showed himself still undecided on this critical subject. Nonaetheless, he in-
sisted with great force that the Negro's intellectual inferliority, which was
perhaps a fact, could not be used as a defense for slavery, for it could as well
be used to justify one white nation plaeing another, less advanced nation in
bondage., "Nay, further, if the principle of subjugation, founded upon
intellectual superiority, be true, and be applicable to races and to nations,
what is to prevent its belng applied to individuals?® Whatever the actual truth
of the matter, there existed a transcendent obligation,

If, indeed, we possess this intellectual superiority, profoundly

ateful and thankful to Him who has bestowed it, we ought to fulfil
g_iéc] all the duties and obligations which it imposes; and these would
require us not to subjugate or deal unjustly by our fellow-men who are

less %eased than we are, but to instruct, to improve, and to enlighten
them,

SlHenry Clay %o Righard Pindell, New Orleans, February 17, 18L9) quoted
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The situation by the end of February 1849 was highly favorable to the anti-
slavery campaign., The Pindell Letter added a measure of moral force to the
cause and helped the antislaveryltes, by its moderation and by its author's
great prestige, to gain a fair haaring,..5 2 But it did not succeed in breaking
the reluctance of the politiclians to join the movement. A Democratic convention
held February 5, 1849 in Frenkfort contributed much to making the issue politi-
cally taboo, There a very deliberate attempt was made to identify emancipation
with Whiggery and then to tle to that party odlous tags of fanaticism and
abolition. One conscientious Democrat protested to the editor of the Kentucky
Flag that emancipation was not a party matter. But most of the force of his
argument evaporated when he began toc speak in terms of Whig economics, shortly
making evident that, becsuse of the incompatibility of slavery and a diversified
economy, emancipation was indeed a political issue., This Democrat with Whig
notions berated the alarmists who had been so active at the February S
convention,

Let them /the friends of slavery / give up that everlasting wolfw-cry

of Abolitionism; it has become ridiculous in their mouths., Let them

come out and show that it is for the advantage of Kentucky that she

should banish the white laborer from her borders. Had it not been

for slavery, she might now have been the third or fourth State in the

Union for wealth and population; let them prove that it is for her

interest to go backward, while other states are advancing ti11 the

present nob%g race of Kentucky is exchanged for an enfeebled race of
na- [oobs/.

52Cassius Clay delivered at Lawrenceburg, Kentucky the first emancipation
speach ever heard in Anderson County on the western border, after which he moved
north into Lewis County. Maysville Eagle, May 2k, 18L9.

53The letter, signed "A Convention Democrat,” was refused by the Kentuc
Flag, a Democrat paper, and so the author sent it to the Whig Maysville ]
where it was printed February 17, 18L9,
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Nevertheless, politics had been injectéd into the issue, and whatever ths
effect of this, the fact is certain that leading political figurss knpt clear
of the emaneipation platform. When Richard Collins and Thomas Henderson were
nominated to the constitutional convention as emancipation candidates, they
declined, even though both had approved the stand just adopted at Frankfort by
the Friends of Emancipation.Sh Thomas Y, Payne turned down a similar nominatiory
made by citizens of Mason County, because, as he explained, the public meeting
of February 12 had declared in favor of making slavery a constitutional issue,
& position he could not in eonscience mpport.ss Richard Collins was highly

‘| impressed by the support given the emancipation effort by a number of lsading
public figures, including Henry Clay, Thomas F. Marshall, Adam Reatty, S, S,
Hicholas, Willism 1L, Breclkinridge, Senétor Underwood and John A, NcClungee
"essea cause sustained by such men can never die,® he comwm‘aev:l.56 But, as was
pointed out in the closeted discussions at the Frankfort emancipation convention
>by J. F. Holloway, who represented Boyle County, &8s many other prominent
politicos, syrmathetic in one way or another %o emancipation, were squally
conspicuous by their absence. "We have against us the devil, the politicians,
and George D, Prentice besides." Both parties have *,,,,wheeled into line
against us,® Robert J, Brecldnridge told the Gonvent.ion.s 7 Transcendentalist
Kentuclian Jobn Freeman Clarks wes convinced that the balance between the two

SliThomas Henderson to Lewis Collins Lewis County, April 25, 1849; Maysville
Ea le, April 28, 18L9, ! * ’ SEYoce
5Ibid., March 1, 189,

56Ibid, s April 10, 1849. At the Frankfort emancipation convention Clay,
Preckinridge and Hicholas were present 3 but'I have found no evidence tuat the
others named here participated., Joel T. Hart Papers, 21162; Durrett Collection,

5T0bserver and Reporter, May 5, 18L9,
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parties in 1849 csused both to tread warily away from an issue that might dest
a delicate political equilibrium. He inferred that had the Whig perty been
nant, they would have acted to abolish slavery.sa Also to be taken into aec
is the fact that many of those chosen in the numerous county meetings as repre-
sentatives to the emancipation convention appear not to have attendsd., By
April 10 such meetings had been held in some thirty counties.>’ According to
the convention register, representatives from only twenty-three counties were
present on April 25.60 Nearby Fayette County chose twenty-nine delegates, only
twenty-one of whom were enrolled at the epening session. Of seventy delegates
named in Madison Courrby,& but three were present when the opening attendance
was v!saknm.62 In Lewis County eight men had figured prominently in emancipation
meetings on April 14 and 16. None of them put in an appearance at Frankfort on
April 25.63 Political considerations and, perhaps in some cases s personal
circumstences (such as distance or travel expenses) tims materially affected
the composition of the antislavery leadership and reduced membership to an
appreciable extent. In view of the extreme conservatism of several who parti-
cipated in the emancipation convention, notably Judge Nicholas, there was

SBJames ¥, Clarke, Anti-Slavery Days. A Sketch of the Struggle Which Ended
in the Abolition of Slavery __ﬁthe 'tﬁx!ted States (New York: J. W, Lavell Co.,
18837y, 28, 1 th'ﬁﬁ_f%mw something of our public men, and I tell you they
are for doing not " John Green had commented in 1836. In Cassius Clay,
"Appeal to the People of Kentucky," Lexington, September 25, 18453 Clay,

Writin;a, 9.
aysville Esgle, April 10, 18L9.

60Ro11 taken at the opening session of the "Convention of the Friends of
Emancipation in Kentucky," published in one page; Joel T. Hart Papers, 2:162,
Durrett Collection. About one-fourth of the counties did send delegates.
Slnil@y, "Clay’," 266.

610bserver and Reporter, April 7, 18L9.

62Joel T. Hart Papers, 21162; Durrett Collection. ,

531'hs eight were Samuel D, Ireland, William J. Tully, Rev. George Harding,
lkiehlm! Nash, U, R. McKellup, Eli Nash, William Norwood, and notably
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certainly room for many more prominent figures who at least considered slavery
to be, for one reaéon or ancther, a detriment to the health of the Kentucky
economy, to the moral welfare of its eitigzens, to the safety of the community,
or to the slave himself. Among the deterrents to active participation in the
1849 emancipation movement, the belief that the moment was not opportune and
the political dangers of getting involved in so thorny a subject were undoubt,em(
prime factors., But ultimately of greatest importance was the fact that, in
spite of long years of airing the pros and cons of the question, no solution hag
been worked out that might attract wide and spirited support. Twenty years of
debate had not, in the minds of an untold number of Kentuckians, shown emanci-
pation to be at least remotely feasible. This was the foremost task facing the
courageous minority of Kentuecky's public leaders in the convention of April 25,

The central committee, composed af one member from each county,sh returned
agread on the following resolutions: 1) absolute prohibition of the im=
portation of slaves, and 2) the establishment of ".,.complete power in the
people of Kentucky to enforce and perfect under the new Constitution, whenever

Francis T, Hord. The last was to speak at the second meeting, but did not
attend, for what reason is not given. Maysville Eagle, April 3, April 21, 1849,

bliregister of the "Grand Committee® s

William Garnett (Barren Co.) C. M. Clay (Madison Co.)
George M., Bedinger (Boone Co.) F. Ballinger (Mercer Co.)

W. M. 0, Smith (Bourbon Co.) A. W, Hynes (Nelson Co.)
Join C, Young (Boyle Co.) A. M, Blair (Nicholas Co.)
R. J, Breckinridge (Fayette Co.) Jo S. Crutehfield (Oldham Co.)
Ben, Monroe (Franklin Co.) H. P, Thomson (Pulaski Co,)
George F. Sartain (Garrard Co.) Evan Stevenson (Scott Co,)

E. C, Drane {Henry Co.) Mark Hardin (Shelby Co.)

W. P, Thomasson (Jefferson Co.) J. M, Pendleton (Warren Co.)
J. G. Fee (Lewis Co,) Samuel D, Fishback (Owen Co,)
Henry Owsley (Lincoln Co.) Will Poynter (Bath Co.)

W. L. Breckinridge (Louisville) Jesse Butner (Spencer Co.)

Observer and Reporter, May 5, 1819,
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they desire it, a system of gradual prospective emancipation of alav'ea."65 The
subsequent debate revealed wide differences. The ‘'stalwarts' asked for a
decisive contest., William L, Breckinridge presented their case in a motion to
make emancipation a direct issue in the coming constitutional convention, thus
in effect holding to Henry Clay's call for an immediate decision on emancipation]
Breckinridge and his Louisville and Jefferson County colleagues were in a diffi.
cult position, for it would be accounted something of a defeat for them to
return with a watered-down platform to their constituents, who were the most
advanced on the slavery question of any Kentuckians, G. M. Bedinger of Boone
County agreed, declaring: "I believe our boldest plan is our safest.® The
idea behind this seems to have been that in the form of an ultimatum the
question would have a sobering effect most calculated to bring out intelligent
consideration. According to W, M, 0. Smith of Bourbon County, little time woulé
be necessary to convince the public, "Men now-a-daye think, write and act, as
if by steam," he explained., Fayette County delegate Samel Shy took a mors
moderate position, approximately that expressed in the second resolution pPro=
sented by the committee. As he saw it, to place the question in the hands of
the peoplle was the best solutiony to leave it to the Legislature would mean
"unceasing agitation.,” To this s spokesman for the radicals, Evan Stevenson of
Scott County, responded: "I go for agitation--constant sarnest agitation.n
George F. Sartain of Garrard County had ruder terms for the same sentiment:
"esrel go for the whole hog or nonel"

The problem of agitation was a sore point to the conservatives, especially

to the most conservative figure in the convention, Judge Samuel S, Nicholas,

CoMaysville Eagle, April 28, 18L9.
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who, though he approved the committee'’s regulations, insisted that discussion
should not be allowed to begin wntil some future date. Rev. John C. Young
approved of Rev, William Breckinridge's amendment, but counseled caﬁtion. A
breach in the wall had to be made now, but it must be a modest step, because
many of the delegates enjoyed only weak followings in their respective courrbiea.ﬂ
The antislavery platform rust represent the fact that the convention was in a
minority position, With some seventy five counties not even represented, the
adoption of rash aims would be entirely unrealistic. "If we raise our banner
too high, or undertake to do too much, I fear we will do nothing," Judge
Benjamin Monroe of Franklin County agresd.

The stand finally adopted was not a medial position, for it was based on %
measure submitted by the central committee, which, as Robert Breckinridge poi.nj
out, represented the minimal demands acceptable to all. Before the antislavery
cause could gain ground, he explained, the noneslavehclders had tc be weaned
away from the slaveholders by a atudled propaganda effort. Until this was done
the demands of the Friends of Emancipation must be moderate and must command th]
support of all antislaveryites. Cassins Clay was reluctant to compromise his
own views and those of members of the '"liberal' River counties, But he saw the
wisdom of Breckinridge's argument, ™We fanatics are willing to take your
compromise,” he declared. "We think it too moderate, and I have been repmacM
by some because I have ylelded." Far better to compromise than to retrogress in
following the advice of Judge Nicholas. William Breckinridge withdrew his
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amendment and the Nicholas motion was tabled.éé The resoclutions adopted by the
convention read:

This convention, composed of citizens of the commomwealth of
Kentucky, and representing the opinions and wishes of a large number
of our fellow~citizens throughout the cormonwealth, met in the capitol
on the 25th of April, 18L9, to consider what course it becomes those
who are opposed to the increase and to the perpetuity of glavery in
this State to pursue in the approaching canvass for members of the
Convention, called to amend the Constitution, adopts the propositions
which follow, as expressing its judgment in the premises:

1, Believing that invnluntary hereditary slavery, as it exists
by law in this State, is injurious to the prosperity of the Common=
wealth, inconsistent with the fundamental principles of free EOVEIN=
ment, contrary to the natural rights of mankind, and injurious to a
pure state of morals, we are of opinion that it ought not to be in-
creased, and that it ought not to be perpetuated in this commonwealth,

2, That any scheme of ecmancipation ought to be prospective,
operating exelusively upon negroes born after the adoption of the
scheme, and comnected with colonization,

3. That we recommend the following points as those to be insisted
on in the new Constitubion, and that candidates to be run in every
county in the State, favorsble to these or similar constitutional
provisions, 1. The absolute prohibition of the importation of any
more slaves to Kentucky. 2. The complete powsr in the people of
Kentucky to enforce and perfect in or under the New Constitution,

a system of gradual [ v prospective emancipation of slaves. 3., This
Convention confines its recommendation to the question of negre slavery,
and makes no expression of opinion on any other topic.67

The moral appeal contained in the resolutions is explained largely by the
composition of the assembly. One-seventh of the members were ministers, headed
by Robert J. Breckinridge, who figured beside Cassius Clay as the most prominent
volece at the c:omvmrrt:..‘Lon.68 The same sentiments had occurred during the debate,
Thomas M, Smith of Louisville, for one, declaring in the Observer and Reporter

S%bserver and Reporter, May 5 and May 9, 1849. The official report of the
proceedings was proﬁagy eﬁted pretty carefully; otherwise we should certainly
have heard from Rev, Fee, who certainly must have spoken out in the debate,

6TMaysville Eagle, May 1, 18L9. For more convenient reference, see
Breckinridge, "QuestIon of Negro Slavery," 58l

68smiley, "Clay," 266.
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that "No man has a moral right to the service of his slave." 9 But the majorit
though they did not openly object to such sentiments, were more pract-icalumindel
70 '

moat of them were Whigs with something more concrete in mind, There was one
protest, from William P, Boone of Jefferson County, who declared he wanted a
fight on something besides "..,..the merest abstractions.," It is hard to tell tq
whom he may have been replying, for in the course of debate no really trenchant
stand on moral principle seems to have been taken by anyone. dJames M, Todd of
Shelby County closed a series of curious statements with the threat that should
the State fall to abolish slavery, "....we shall be guilty of the sin of its
contimuance.” He had opened with the charge that slavery was retarding "....thq
onward, upward march of this great State," following which he had begun to com-
plain how slaves nowadays were so pampered. Formerly, he elaborated, one went
to the hlock to hire his daves, but now one looks out a prospsctive servant and
mildly inquires, "My good boy will you come and live with me?" It had gotten
8o that they demanded so many privileges that a poorer man couldn't afford to
own them at all, And then they ran off at the first flogging. J. F, Holloway
of Boyle County, who had the floor just before Smith, had more faithfully
expressed the sense of the convention at the beginning of the debate by unfuding
the banner ®..,.for the glory, honor and prosperity of the white man...."71
This cannot be taken to indicate any rejection of the 'nobler' sentiments aired
in the discussion. The fact is that no one took issue, for or against, the

moral indictment of slavery which found its place in the final resolutions.

B90bserver and Reporter, May 5, 18495,
TOsmiley, "Clay," 266.
nobaemr and Reporter, May 5, 18L9.
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This was a matter of secondary interest, and some significance may be attached
to the order in which the charges against slavery are presented, ’I‘he
"prosperity of the Commonwealth® preceded all other considerations, while "the
natural rights of mankind" and the "state of morals™ came at the emd.72

The Friends of Emancipation engaged in a vigorous state-wide campaign for
non-importation and an open slavery clause in the new constitution, Candidates
were chosen in county meetings and speakers appointed to take the stump for |
amancipation.73 Rev. Young debated a proslaveryite three evenings in succession|

7h

at Danville. In the process of a wide tour Cassiuns Clay delivered the first

emancipation spesch ever hsard in Anderson Gounty.75 411 this activity was
heartening, tut it was not always effective. An editorisl in the Milemnial
Harbinger by Alexander Campbell, author of the 1829 Cambellite Baptist schism
in Kentucky, O was Long-winded and diffuse. Campbell confined his remarks in
the first of two articles to a laborious presentation of the familiar economle
argument, illustrated by the standard comparison of Kentucky with 0h:!.o.77 in |
the second he concentrated on the duties of Christians to treat their slaves
lmmanely and to educate them in matters "spiritual, divine and eternal.®

Readers were reminded that slaves were a bad influence on children because of

ﬁR. J. Breckinridge, "Question of Negro Slavery," 568l.

ror activity in Bourbon and Scott Counties, where Whig Col. Henry Clay and
E. W, Horton were chosen candidates for the former and Rev. Evan Stevenson for
the latter, see Maysville Eagle, May 19, 18L9.

7lﬁlnfortunate1y the Danville Tribune did not report the substance or out-
come of the debate. Ibid., May 22, L0LJ,

TSMaysville Eagle, May 22 and May 21, 1819,
76I'he Campbellites had gained consideratble strength, rumbering some 65,000
adherents, attended by L&) odd ministers by 1842, Allen, Kentucky, 178-9.

"Maysville Eagle, May 26, 18L9.
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the "inferiority and comparative dullness of the negro race...," characteristic
dze both to nature and to slavery. At the close of the article Campbell asser'l
that "the genius of the age is against Slavery," and urged that "it is emanci~

7 Thege words no doubt found a receptive

pation now or Slavery for ever."
audience among the Campbellite congregation, but this wes not the effective
propaganda plece that would very rea’ily make new converts.

A dampening contribution to the debate, which continued to hinge largely on
the econcmic argument, came from the pen of the most influential journalist in
the State, George D. Prentice, who insisted there was no economic crisis to
Justify the sense of emergency the emancipationists were trying to foster,
"vesoKentucky is eminently prosperous and her social condition highly satis-
factory," he asserted. Though the population would grow more rapidly without
slavery, there was no real economic plight, and thus no justification for upe
setting the economy by the diffiemlt and dangerous expedient of displacing
200,000 slaves with free white laborers, The conviction was taking hold of
great numbers, previously inclined to active emancipation,

sesobhat a social revolution so vast cannot be advantageously or safely

brought about by any of the proposed schemes of gradual emancipation,

There is a growing disposition with this class to leave the slavery

problem to be worked out in the slow and gentle course of events.

If there was a crisis, it consisted in the rapid increase in the mmber of the
blacks.!”

The emancipation party could expect a certain amount of ineffectiveness in

campaigning 2nd a good measure of opposition. But no one had caleculated on

ToMaysville Eagle, May 2k, 18L9.
"9Louisville Journal » quoted Maysville Eagle, May 1, 18L9.
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Cassius Clay's gutting Cyrus Turmner in a stupidly vicious brawl at a Madison
County election debate. Clay had lost his head at being called a liar ("You
lie, Sirl"™) by his debating opponent. He was eritically wounded himself, but
his opponent died. Clay was unahle convineingly to read heroism into the nasty
affair and as a result Madison County rejected the emancipation candidate by
3,700 votes to 6885
The constitutional convention, c-nvened October 1, 18l9, contained not a
single emancipation candidate, in spite of the fact that the Friends of
Emancipation had polled thousands of votes.su' The Democrats, generally speaking
the slavery party, held a majority of seats in the convention, btut the Whigs,
who had engaged in coalitions with their enemies during the elections bscause
they had been alarmed by the vigor of the emancipation crusade, readily fell in
with the Democrats on the question of slavery, which occupied one-fourth of the
entire debst;e..82 The new laws implementing the Constitufion of 1849 represented
a total proslavery victory. The Convention had exhibited "practical unanimity”®
in favor of perpetuating slavery, and #he members were resolute in {heir dster-
mination to put an end to emancipation movemants.83 Non-importation was not
adop’oéd, in spite of the efforts of a proslaveryite, Squire Tumer.ah An act

was passed providing that "no slave shall be imported into this state as

85Sru:}..’m;yl', "Clay,” 276, For a vividly detalled account of the fray, see

Coleman, Slavery Times, 3lL«5.
oleman, Slavery Times, 317.

SQConmlloy and Coulter, Kentucky, 2:815-6. James P, Gregory, Jr., "The
Question of Slavery in the Kentucky Constitutional Convention of 18L9," Filson
Club History Quarterly (April 18L9), 23:89-110, p. 9k.

&rrad., 93, 99-100,

84Tvid., 98.
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merchandise, or for the purpose of sale or barter, in or out of this state,.,;"
but, this was hardly a satisfactory su.bstimte.ss Article Ten provided that
"the General Assembly shall have no power to pass laws for the emancipation of
slaves without the consent of their owners, or without paying their owners....a
full equivalent..., and providing for their removal from the Stata."aé Other-
wise, the old slave code was simply readopted with only minor changes, The
only substantial gain for the slaves was "the nrivilege of an impartial trial
by a petit jury.”87 The recent controversy was best reflected in the exclusion
of the clergy from politics-edefinitely a slap at the recent leaders of the
antislavery movement, notably Robert J, Breekinridge. A memorial against the
proposed measure, drafted by Rev. Stuart Robinson and Rev. George W. Bmsh,88
had been presented in the Convention, but was without decisive influence.89

Some emancipation activity was contimmed after 1850 by John G, Fee, Robert
J. Breckinridge, a New England schocol-tescher, J, Brady, and a Newport
machinist, William S, Bailey, but not effeetively. Breckinridse, the most
important of these figures, had accepted the finality of the new Constitution.
"Having proved myself faithful to my convictions,® he explained, "I shall now

prove myself faithful to the Cmonwealth.“% Forced to how to a fait accompli

BOhcte of the Genersl Assembly of Kentucky, November Session, 1850, Vel, 1,
Che 617, pe 293+ The officlal record o 8 Session concludes with a reading
of the new Constitution,

86Journa) and Proceedings of the Convention of the State of Kentucky
(Frankfort: AT U. Hodges & Co., 181497, L9S.

37Quoted Gregory, "Question of Slavery," 90,

888oth had represented Franklin County in the emancipation convention.
Robinson's antislavery carcer is tracesble as far back as 183, when he stood fox]
the Preshyterian Synod's advanced stand on slavery of that year. Liherator,
November 3, 183L, 4:178,

89Journal and Proceedings of the Convention of the State of Kentucky
. 9)y 1925, ?{%‘%ial was read on HovemtT
: .

éankl‘orbz A, U, Hodges & Co., LU
3. See further Connelley and ﬁoulber, Kentucky,
l?"
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the urgency went out of his voice.

eeseSlavery in America is in a process of amelioration; and that it
affords the means to such as choose to use them in that mamer, of &
further and real--though possibly slight and incidental ~-yet if men
80 please, illimitable amelioration,

s wrote in 1851,91 The words wera reminiscent of Rev. Young. Fee, Brady and
Bailey were voices cfying in the wilderness; no longer protected by the least
shred of public sympethy, they were harried constaatly by mobs.gz The Kentueky
antislavery movement had run ite courss, the sense of urgency had glven way to
patiences nevertheless, conscionsness of the burdsn of slavery was not dead,
Time alone could 1ift the weight, for it had Just bsen dewoastrated to all that
the direct ministrations of the community were necessarily of no avsil.
Prentice best reveals the genaeral resigaation in the alr at the climax of the
antislavery moveitent,
The sentiment of Kentucky we beiieve to be, that slavery is anm

evil which must be borne with patience, simply because there is no

Imown plan for its rapid exiinection which would not procuce incaleoul-

sble sacrifices and appalling risks., At the same time we think the

people of Kenbucky are not inclined to inerease the evil, but are

inclined to favor its gradual emancipation with colonization., These

maasures Liwy believe, taken in connection with the lnown bendency

in widening circles to substitute free for slave labor, will hasten

the social revolution in question as fast as it can be carried cut

with safety to the commonwealth or with benefit to the colonized
negro.J3

“Tpreckinrddge, Black Race, 12.

92Coleman, Slavery Times, 319-21. Clay's abandoning Fee is a pertinent
11lustratirn, The best work on antislavery activity after 1850 is Commalley
:gfag;oglggé Kentucky, 21816£f, See also Eaton, Freedom, 191-3, and Smiley,

93Quoted Gregory, "Question of Slavery," 93-l.




CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSION

For two decades Kentucky weirhed arguments for and arainst emancipation
ith earnest thoroughness, and then finally put to a vote the momentous issue of
fhether slavery could and should be terminated, The answer was a decisive

no,' and Kentucky consequently took her place with the rest of the South on

the matter of slavery, The reason for this decision is 5ot to be found in the
broceedings of the Constitutional Convention of 1849, Nor does the pre-conven-
jion debate, for all its thoroughness, provide a full answer, Onc cannot leave
but of consideration the years of experience and discussion which preceded'the
pvents of 18L9-1850, The constants in the antislavery discussion are most legi-
jimately considered in connection with this decisive latter period; but if the
fentucky slavery debate is to be seen as a movement, the development and variety
b{ ideas are even more pertinent., Wide differences in the thinking of Robert
fickliffe, John Green, Robert J. Breckenridpe, James G, Birney, John C. Young,
fassius Clay, Henry Clay, and George D. Prentice, to name only the more promine
bnt, figures, precluded any real unanimity, but, on the other hand, produced the
fullest possible review of the question, ranging from abolitionism to passive
torplaint, The public was given a full cataloge-from humanitarian and oral

to social and economic--of the evils of slavery. The response to each indictment
pf involuntary servitude and proposal for its alleviation must be chronicled

before an attempt can be made to determine why the State rejected emancipation,
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The first phase commenced in 1830 and terminated in 1838, R. J. Breckin-
ridre, stepping into the political arena, took up the Wickliffe passivq anti-
slavery declaration, insisting that the institution was subject to direct
intervention, that the problem could be solved by political action, Hence he
concentrated on the constitutional aspects of the question, concluding that the
fundamental laws of the State permitted altering the relationship between slave
and master, provided property interests were not violated., To begin the work
Breckinridge and Judge John Green pressed for a halt to the further introduction
of slaves into Kentucky. The proposal was not radical enoush to zlienate the
public, and in 1833 the adoption of non-importaztion was a signal victory for thel
emancipationists® cause, according to which it was an indispensable preliminary
to securing the final goal, Efforts were now turned to securing a local followd
ing, for which purpose an emancipation society was orpanized, whose example
would serve to inspire others to take up the work of emancipation, Not yst
countenanced was a political organization which would press for a legislative
solution; the object of the early reformers was to prepare public opinion,

One of the most outstanding resvlte of the first phase of the movement was
the impetus given colonization activity. The Kentucky auxiliaries grew in
nurber and membership, and several expeditions were sent to Liberia carrying
Kentucky freedmen., At this point James ., Pirney entered upon the scene as one
of the most eminent representatives of the American Colonization Society in the
West, A heightened moral sensitivity, however, led him to see, first, that
colonization was not materislly aiding the cause of emancipation, and secondly,
that it was instead doing real harm by draining off antislavery sentiment into

a barren channel. To redirect this statement, Birney believed i essential that
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the Churches replace the A,C.S5. as the moving agent in the cause against
slavery, The Presbyterian 8S8ynod's reselutions on slavery in 1834 was the
second unqualified victory of the antislavery movement in Kentucky,

Once abandoning colonization, however--which he did openly in August, 1634
--Birney at once alienated himself from the community. The enlightened resolu-
tions of the Synod occurred aftsr the "lLetter on Colenization" hed been
published, but the Synod would not abandon colonization, and shortly afterward
Birney began to see that it was he who had been abandoned by the ministers,

He did not stop to regain their allegiance, but plunged ahead to follow out
every logical conclusion implicit in his moral antislavery stand, finally
arriving at the utter extreme of urging the sirnfulness of slave-holding,

At this point the Northern antislavery movement opened full upon the South,
and in Kentucky Birney, now directly allied with the Tappan-Weld wing of
abolitionism, was its official emissary. The public, alerted to abolitlonism
by the establishment in the Staie of a branch of the American Anti-Slavery
Society, and, alarmed by the rash of actual and rumored slave revolis sweeping
the Mississippi River South, expelled the one prominent exponent of abolition
in the State, The suppression of the "Philanthropist® marks the first great
failure of the antislavery cause. The rejection of a constitutional convention
in 1838 was only the aftermath of a reaction which had set in two years before,

The period of intermission between 1838 and Cassius Clay's rise to promi-
nence after 1841 witnessed the churches settling into silence, The great
schisms of the Baptists and the Methodisis were patent evidence of the disrup-
tive potency of antlslavery agitation. The only safe field for the clergy to

labor in was the amelioration of the lot of the slaves, the weakest form of
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antislavery, Masters were exhorted to be humanej ecolonization was promoted to
rescue the freedman from his plight., Education of slaves was advocated, but
it is most significant to observe that this education was limited to religious
instruction. There is no direct evidence of fear that full education would
make for dissatisfaction among the slaves, but this is a possibility that
merits consideration.

The panic of 1837 did not seriously affect Kentucky until after 181, It
was then that Cassius Clay began to address himself publicly to the economic
problems of a slave economy, maintaining that Kentucky, in contrast to
flourishing Ohlo, was retarded, because of the stagnating influence of static
slave property, His platform of a diversified economy coincided in many
particulars with the program of the Whig party, of which he was a member., But
the Whig platform had no room for the slavery controversy, which was and
remained political anathema in the State., Clay was obliged to break from the
party, hoping to divert as much Whiz allegiance to his new 'antislavery-Whig!
program as possible, thus e¢reating a third party in Kentucky. Success would
have amounted to a moment of revolution in the history of American antislavery,
for a new party, committed to the very definite program Clay was formulating,
would have institutionalized the larwely unchanneled fund of antislavery
sentimant.l The projected schism was a fallure, but Clay found enough encour~
agement in the readiness to listen of the 'massea' of lasborers and the none-

slaveholding population in general. These elements, not rigidly bound by party

IWithout recourse to repular channels, to some sort of institution devoted
to the purpose, the same tendency toward abstraction dominant in the North was
observable in Kentucky. Stanley M, Elkine, Slavery: A Problem in American
Institutional and Intellectual Life (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,

19597, 171, 173.
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attachments, could be moved into the antislavery camp by an anpeal to their
immediate interest.

The exact dimensions of the response to Cassius Clay's new Whigism would

be difficult to calculate, but the subscription list of his True American was

impressive enough to indicate that a decent beginning had heen made, Whatever
success Clay's economic antislavery movement may have promiged, however, was
dispelled by the "soft skin woman" article of August 12, 1845, Under the press
of circumstances in the fall and winter of that year, Clay came out with all

of his ldeas on slavery, moving to a position as openly extreme as that of
Birmey nine ysars earlier, Where Birney had turned against the scheme of
removal for moral reasons, Clay resorted to argumsnts of economic expediency
to show that the freed slaves should not be removed, But he also addressed
himself to 'loftier' interests, endeavoring to convince his waning audlence
that eolonization was not only impracticable, but aslso unfair to the Negroes,
and that Southern soclety could adjust to the presence of a free black race.

It does not matter how morally sincere he was in this; what is important is
that Clay carried his ideas to their full logical extension, the mest impeolitie
thing he could have done-~impolitiec, perhaps, but as much courageous as mis
caleulated or misguided, Nevertheless, for all his courage, Claykhad rendered
himself objectionable to the public, and thus ineffectual, He was run out

of the State, and though he continued his sppeals and personal self-defense
from across the River, he had temporarily disqualified himself, a fact demon-

strated by the many anti-True American conventions throughout the State., The

third strophe of the Kentucky antislavery movement terminated as Clay went

off %o war,
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The fourth phase opened more hopefully--or, more correctly, it did ﬁot
‘open,' but was continued under new auspices, this time being more ciffuse and
not bound up so tightly with a single personality, to whose whims and abber. z-
tive behavior it would be disadvantapgeocusly subject, The anti~Clay meetings
had not, by any means, been intended to stifle the antislavery cause. One
resolution after another affirmed opposition to slavery, It was upon this con-
tinuing opposition that Vaughan, Collins, Breckinridge and others buils to
press the issue to a full test., As the cause gained momentum, the press opened
its columns to full discussion. Henry Clay's Pindell Letter, announcing the
adherence of the great and popular statesman to the movement for emancipation,
was a major contribution, especially as the Senator's moderation and sense cf
practlcality was most calculated to appeal to the public, Clay advocated no
revolution; what he felt to be the true interest of the State would be served
without violating property rights or offending the prejudices of the community,.
This time there was no Birney to urge the moral necessity of abolition and
ne Cassius Clay to indulge in any rampant extremism; the anti-slavery argument
rested on the general welfare of the State, interpreted in economic, and,
secondarily, in soclal terms, What few notes of moralism that did occur were
lost in the background,

Under the guldance of Cassius Clay and Robert J, Breckinridge the anti-
slavery movement was finally organized on a regular basis. The meeting of
delegates from all parts of the State in an emsneipation convention April 25,
1849 made possible the widest sounding of antislavery sentiment. With the
movement thus democratized 1t is possible to determine the ultimate basie of

opposition to slavery in Kenmtucky, for the measure adopted by the convention
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were deliberately intended to enbody those points on which all could agree,
Non-imortaticn, the resclve that slavery not be made perpetual, and the re-
moval of all slaves that might be emancipated were then, as before, the rost
reprecentative features of the Kentucky antislavery program, They had been
obscured at times by sntislavery figures who advanced beyond the concensus of
orinien, notahbly Birney and Cassius’CIay; but in 1849 they finally emerged
unchallenged,

There is really vary~iittle nystery involved in the Kentucky antislavery
movement. In the last analysis two broad facts persist as dominant. First,
slavery was to all purposes considered in Kentucky to ve an evil, There seenms
to be nc need to make this point cautiously.? Over and over it was asserted
bf Kerntuckians of all views on the subject of emancipation,3 and the assertion
was not chalienged. Secondly, no matter how much desired, emancipation was
not possible with;ut affecting a major revolution in public sentiment or in
the attitude of the political bodies, This Preckinridge saw with great clarity
vhen he said,

I know that abolition without the consent of the stabes holding the
slaves is impossible; that to cbtain this consent on any terms is very
difficult; that to cbialn It without the prospect of extensive removal

by colonizastion, is impossible; that to obtain it instantly on any terms
is the dream of ipnorance; that to expect it, instantly with subssquent

"~ 2Birney, Letters, "Introduction."
or pleces of evidence, sce: Thompson and Breckinridge, Discussion, 17;
Connelley and Coulter, Kentucky, 2:797, 810; William Birney to Birmey, April 29,
1843, Birney, letters, 738; Itid., 1003 Frankfort Commonwealth, January 12,
1841; Liberator, December 22, 1832, 2:1203; Maysville Fagle, May 3, 1849; James
C. Birney and ¥.H, Elmore, Correspondence Between the Hon., F.H. Elmore, One of
the Southern Delegates in Congress, and James G, Birney, One of the Secretaries
of th> Kmerican Anti-Slavery Soclety (New (ork: S.W. Benedict & Go., 1839),
36-7; Samuel Steel Lo Joshua L. son, Hillsboro, August 1L, 1838, Joshue L.
Wilson Papers, », 843, Durrett Collsction Mss,
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equality is frantic nonsense; and that to demand it, as an instant right,
irrespective of consequences, and to be followed by amalgamation, at the
option of the parties, is reckless wickedness}!!

HWhen in 1851 he confessed the failure of colonization, he automaticélly wrote
off the lesser of tne only two aliernatives; when he contirued to hope for
emancipation even after the profound setback of 1849, only the other, far more
demanding alternative remained: the pudlic would have to be prepared for the
shock of a social revolution., Bubt Dy that time it was too late, The best

gummary of the situation in 1849 is found in ths earefully weighed statement of
Rlchard Collins, editor of the Maysville Eagle.

3o far as we are informed thers is not a citizen of Kenbucky, who,
if this were s State in which slavery had never existed, would desire its
establishment here, Nay, further, w2 believe theres ere none, who wourld
not even now, 1f some just, humane, constitutional and entirely unexcepw
tlonable plan for graduxl emancipation accompanied with deportstion was
presented, unite in supggrting it as calculated to relieve the State from
an institution which, it 1s not & grest evil, 211 admit will be the
source of serious trouble to the people of the Commorwealth hareafter.s

No such unexceptionsble plan was possible, Ones more the basic alternatives
were either removal or social revolution.® The latter entailing all of the
revugnant prospects of coping with a shiftless mass of Negroes rooted out of

their carefully superviszed place in plartation society,? When excitement over

Eﬁ%w‘ford Tv§§§w1 g quot ed Liberator, November 1, 183, L2173,
S¥a o Kagle, Fe ruary 22 ISE§ ’ ’

5, of course, was the mes*age nreached by Dew In Virzinia, Jenkins,
f}'ﬁhSl el‘ » 8?"80

Slavery as a matter of social control was...always the vitsl consid.
eration,” according %o J, G, Randall, The Civil War and Reconstruction
(Boston: D, C. Heath & Company,’ fe, 1957/); 3. The consequences of eman-
-{oipation, it should be remembered, were magnifiad in the minds of concerned
Kentucklans because of the threat posed by abolitien te the whole Union, neot
merely to Southern society, This was the sense of Charles T. Morehead's
address before the Kentucky Colonization Society in 1834, Liderator, March
29; 183}% hlh?-
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antislavery agitation was mighest, the threatened social revolution meant
amalgamation., Applicable here is Phillips'! contention that the underlying
motive in Southern history with regard to the slavery question was the‘deterc
mination to preserve white supremacy.a But though this motive was current in
antewbellum Kentucky, it must be remembered that, because that State had a rela-
tively small Negro population for a Southern State, the effects would be
different.9 Hence it was that sntislavery activity was sble to persist as
strongly end openly as it did, Race fears, though always present, were not so
dominant as to crush all discussion of the subject and enferce a rigid pro-
slavery view, As a result, full review of the evils of slavery made possible
progress toward the new view of the prospects of emsncipation, In time men
might be led away from placing trust in removal schemes that were bound to
erush all hope should they be forced to a test,

Just how responsible Northern sbolitionism was for the failure of the
Southern antislavery movement cannot be said very definitely., Dumond, thinking
too exclusively in terms of Birney, says that "the latent opposition to slavery
in the slave states at length was smothered under the execrations of an outraged
public sentiment. Men who had been disposed to talk about its evils, and teo
speculate upon possible remedies, in the end were silenced or forced to seek

refuge at the North,"0 Kenneth M, Stampp has argued more coenvincingly that

-

8The South, Phillips says, is above all a people resolved that their
country ",..shall be and remain a White Man's country." Ullrich B, Phillips,
The Course of the South to Secessions an Interpretation (edited by E.M, Coulter,
Gloucester: Standard Printing Co., 1918), . For terse commentary on
Phillips' theses see Kenneth M, Stampp, "The Fate of the Southern Antislavery
Movement," Journal of Negro History (19L9) 15:311-2k, p.ll. '

Snandall (CIvil War and Reconstruction, 61) provides helpful statistics
on slaveholding,

Opirney, letters, vi,
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esolt is doubtful whether the Abolitionists caused many Southern ocppone
ents of slavery teo reconsider their position, Wor can justification be
found for the contention that the antislavery elements in the South were
entirely hostile to the Northern untislavery movement,ll
Abolitionism did cause Kentuckians to walk with greater circumspection--certaine
ly a favorable effect--but it did not put antislaveryites out of commission.
The reaction to Birney, because it occurred at the time of the insurrections,
was nearly eomplete; but abolition interference did not prevent the rapid growth
of antislavery sctivity after 1841. It wes only one of several coinciding
factors which brought to an end the movement for emancipation: the power of the
interested minority, fear of insurrection, the problem of the free Negro popula-
tion, Northern extremism, the threat of the slavery question to political
carears,

Race fear, whether inspired by the prospect of servile insurrection, or
by the possibility of ultimate black supremacy, or by disagreeable forecasts of
a host of Negroes running looss on the country,l2 underlay the one great con=
stant of the whole movements adherence to colonization, No emancipation
scheme can be considered representative of Kentucky antislavery thought that
did not embody provision for removal, The irony of the situation was that
Birney and Clay were right in seeing colonization as the greatest obstacle to
effecting the revelution they so ardently desired., Colonization was a sheer

II¥ ., Conclusive evidence that the Garrisenians drove the Southern emane
cipationists to espouse the cause of proslaveryism is singularly lacking,"
Stampg "Antislavery Movement,®" 11, 22,

e attempt at emancipation in Virginia, begun in 1831, was aborted by

these same factors; Kentucky's attempt in 1849 offers a uniquely close parallel
to the Virginia experience, Joseph C, Robert, The Road from Mbnticsllo:

Study of the Virginia Slave Debate of 1832 (Hlsterical Papers of tae |
College Historical Soclety, series IXiV,. Durhams; Duke University Pre Press, I?ﬁl),
12
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panaces, a dead end.13 FEven if it had been feasible, as Fox is inclined to
argue, the prospects of asctual achisvement were extremely ramoto.lh No gen-
uine antislavery enthusiasm could be kept up when the State ssemed disinclined
to proffer more than token suppert of that enterpriase, and the Federal Govern-
ment would scarcely even consider such a proposal as the underwriting of the
deportation of the blacks, That colonization as the solution to the problem
of slavery was but wishful thinking ssems to have been the sense of the con-
stitutional convention of 189,15 and the same may have been felt at least
dimly by the supporters of emancipatian.lé In view of this critical point of
weakness in emancipation schemes it may with reason be maintained that the
only way out of the dilemma was that advocated by Birney and Cassius Clay, the
one playing on the sin of slaveholding, the other projecting a remarkable
vision of Kentucky socisty in which the freed Negro, by his own efforts alone,

would have a place, These ideas proved too extreme, however, and the reaction

T3Phillips' judgment that "practically colonization seems to have appealed
only to the squeamish among the whites,,." manifestly does not apply teo Kenbtuckyx
U, B, Phillips, Course of the South, %h.

l4rThe amount of money necessary was many times larger than could ever
have been raised, even had all slave-owners been willing to free their slaves
without compensation--which was, of course, never the case," The whole movement
in nineteen years removed only 9% days worth of natural inorease! Carl R. Fish,
The Rise of the Common Man, 1830-1850 (A History of American Life, Vol. VI, New
York: Macmillan Co., 1927), 10L. 1n the period 1529-1859, only 658 Negroes were
established in Liberia, Eaton, ed,, "Minutes and Resolutions," S5hl,

Gregory, "Question of Slavery," 1l09n.

16As Breckinridge put it, In February 1851, "That there is any serious pro-
bability...that the nurber of slaves in this country will ever be considersbly
reduced, by means of foreign eolonization, or upon such motives zlcne as arise
from that quarter, is not, I presume, believed by many well informed persons, I
have never entertalned the opinion that slavery, as an institution, could be
shaken by any considerations except those great and sbsorbing ones which control
the human conscience, or dictate with the power of irristible necessity to the
human will," R, J. Breckinridge, Black Race, 11, Kentucky contributions to
the A4.C.S. continued to pour in, 33,957 In 1853 and $2,916 in 1854, A,C.S., 37
Annual Report, 5; 38 Annual Report, 6,
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they provoked destroyed their effectiveness, But it is regrettable that they

were abandoned entirely, for they offered the only means of undoing the Gordian
knot. It is true, as Clement Eaton says, that the moral antislavery of the
idealists ",..blunted the militant edge of the ¢rusade against the greab evilr17
but that same 1dealism was essential if Kentuckians were to rise toward that
degree of sacrifice required by an otherwise insuperable problem, The extrem-~

igts were easily driven off, but nc moderate idealists succeeded in taking

their place,

There is evidence that a number of moderate ldealists remained in Kentucky}
but they were not able to impress their ideas upon religious societies having,
a8 Stanley M, Elkins points out, a generally non-institutlonsl character.le
Hence, in the resolutions they periodically issued, the regional synods and
conferences as a rule struggled to evade direct confrontation of the real
igsues, failing in the long run to register and uphold the real sense of the
ministerial commmity. Kentucky ministers continued thelr antislavery effort
after the setback of 1835, but they were on their own, They participated in
the convention of the "Friends of Emancipation” in 1849, but they did not bring
the same action in their own denominational assenblies., The success of moder-

ate ideslism reqiuired a regular institutional outlet; but thia was seriously

wanting,

. ILlhaton, Freedom, 195

18The vit Yy of the denominations, Elkins recognizes very rightly, is
not ealled into question; on the contrary, "...religion was so dynamic that it
needed no church..." "...But that vitality lay primarily in demands for indiv-
idual satisfaction which took inevitable and repeated priority over institution-
al needs." Flkins, Slavery, 32, 28.
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Tn contrast with the preslavery Cospel sweeping the rest of the South,
[kentucky produced almost nothing in the way of a 'positive good! doctrine 19
At least in part this was attributable to the work of those who criticiaed

the institution of slavery. The Negro was presented as in theory fully human;
those who noted his debasement almost always explained it in terms of circume
stantial caﬁses. If the black race was inferior, that was of historical origin,
and the Negro was yet capable of being the bearer of civilization to Africa
Where the race would rise to new heights, bearing into those benighted regions
the light of Ghri#tianity and progress. Kentuckians read with pleasure fre~
quent reports of the successes of the Liberians in education, religion and
general prosperity. But without the full ministration of that moderate ideal-
ism which outspoken as well as timid antlslaveryites falled to supply, the
concept of the full humanity of the Negro remained but half-defined, When it
came to educating the slsaves, the ministers thought only of imparting such
knowledge as was "spiritual, divine end eternal,"20 The promising idea of the
nature of the black race that the opponenis of slavery developed was not
potent enough to produce an unqualified belief in Negro perfectibility, Even
Cassius Clay, who far outstripped his colleagues on this point, might wonder

if the Negro would ever get beyond his bananas and sun,

I9Tt is significant that the Bible Defence of Slavery of Rev, Josiah
Priest appe;red three years after The Conventlon of 18L9. Jenkins, Pro=-
Slave 325,

), Algiander Campbell in the Milennial Harbinger; quoted Maysville Eagle,
MayE,l 9e
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The main body of source material upon which thls paper is based consiste
of the correspondence of James . Birney, the writings of Cassius Clay,
[carrisonts Liberétor, the publications of the American Colonization Society,
the Harper Library (University of Chicage) collection of Kentucky NeWSpapers,
lianﬁ various related pamphlets. Dumond's editing of the Birney letters, though
ot infellible, is excellent; he provides most useful biographical sketehes of

lesser figures, Other biographical data hus been taken from William Allen,

History of Kentucky, the Dictionary of American Biography, and Connelley and

Coulter, History of Kentucky., The Clay writincs, edited by Horace Greeley and

he author himself, are deliberately calculated to produce a favorable publie

e of thelr subject., less agrcesble facts about Clav are to be found in
idence not included in these collections and by reading between the lines,
Liberator is something of an encyclopedia of abolitionism, valuable for
he purposes of this study because of Garrison's special, though definitely
ot uneritical, interest in the work of Cascius Clay, I have found Garrison's
anscriptions of articles from Kentucky papers to be generally trustworthy~e
xcept where he splices material for editorial effect; in such cases the dis-
ortion is obvious. It should alsoc be remarked that the Boston 'liberator!
requently cites in full points of view contrary to his own--sometimes without
ven appending any comment, Colonization sctivity in Kentucky i§ reported

riodically in the Afriecan Repository, official publication of the American

olonisation Soelety, giving names of contributers and recording the nunber of

laves freed snd sent to Liberia. The newspapers listed above followed the
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lslavery question reluectantly but dutifully, Other edltors either avoided the
[subject altogether, or sttacked the eritics of slavery without doing justice

to their views, Tho Durrett manuseript collections were found to have a dis-
appointingly small smount of pertinent material, although the Wilson correspon-
[dence with seversl of his fellow clergymen in Kentueky, who were dissatisfied
[with the attitude of the churches toward slavery, proved revealing, For a
very comprehensive bibliography of sources in Kentucky, see the invaluable

[work of John W. Coleman, Jr., A Bibliography of Kentucky History (lexingtons

University of Kentueky Press, 19L%).

Of the several histories of Kentucky, none matenes the fine work of

. [« Merton Coulber in conjunction with William E, Connelley {(Coulter has done

the major share of the work), Eut for the truly indispensable element of

leolor, John W, Coleman's Slavery Times is & nscessary supplement. The Kentucky

- lantislavsry movement hes been studied closely by Asa E. Martin, but ais

' lanalysis cannot be considered final, as, for example, Dumond shows by his

judgment on the delzterious aspects of celenizatien. The Antdslavery Origins

f the latter, the first part of which plays on ithe signiflcance of the
E;aaville (Xentucky) Lane Seminary (Ohio) Axis," in turn suffers from post-
1865 abolitionism. Fetty Fladeland works on aspects of the same subject with
regpectable skill, drawlng an impesing person of 3irney which helps one
account for the reapect pald alm by his nelgibors and assoclates. lhe Martin
treatment of Zirney is not comparable, Sﬁilay has contributed to this uncon-
scious revision of Martin by challenging the herodc rineleenti century por-
trait of Cassius Clay which Martin only too haopily took in, Smiley's Intere

pretation, however, depends too heavily upon econcmle factors in fathoming

the "lion of Whitahall.®
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