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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION: NATIONAL CHARACTER STUDIES

The people of particular cultures have been more systemati-
cally evaluated 1n recent years than ever before, Since the eare
ly 1930's scientific analysis of the relationship between culture
and personality has been made by representatives of the behavioral
sclences. In the examination of literate and non~literate socle=-
ties one of thelr objectives has been to determine the effects
which cultural forces produce upon the members of that cultural
group. Anthropologists have led the way in this analysis, joined
later by soclial psychologlsts, psychlatrists, and soclologists.
The interaction betwesn these disoiplines in the culture-personale
ity studies is evident in most of the jJjournals and particularly in
the works collected by Haring in Personal Character and Cultural
51;152,‘ They have not always agreed nor have they always been
mutually cooperative, yet the convergence of these geveral discie
plines in these studies has produced results that could not de
mede by any single one.

‘clyde Kluekhohn, "The Influence of Psychiatry on Anthropole
ogy in America Buring the Psst (ne Hundred Years," Edward Sapir,
"Why Cultural Ant“ropology Needs the Psychiatrist,” and A, Irving
Hallowell, "Psychological Leads of Ethnologiocal Field Workers,"

%g;ﬁgg%% g%g;go§g§ 82;;¥5!% E;;%§¥, ed, Douglas G. Haring (New
OrK, 5 s PP 8 1 » -2 » -388.
1
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These disciplines have faced the serious problem of harmonige
ing two apparently contradictory concepts, culture and personalityd
Is At possidle {0 have culturs without personalities? Can persone
alities exist without thelr cultural bdackgrounds? The only way
one concept cen be considsred without the other and vioce versa is
by abstracting intellectually one from the other, A dichotomy in
the two terms exists only 4in this sense. In reality the one is
never found without the other.> In order to show the intimate ra-
lationship of the two terms such titles ms "personallty-in-culture]
or "cultureainuparuannlity." or the most noﬁucnmmittal of all,

eulturuﬁpersonality have bean used, The term "culture and per=
aanality.” however, has endured and is used uxtenuively in the
litortture found on the subjeot.

More recenily some of the bshavioral sclentists have concene
trated on national groups and have produced studles on these
groupe in terms of their natlional characteristios. Geoffrey
Gorer® sttributes much of the initial impetus in this area to Ruth

Benediot and her book, ggﬁigzng‘g;,gg;&gxg,é Gorer defines a

eaardnorfMurphy, "The Relatiomship of Culture and Personale
and Personslity, S. Stansfeld Sargeont and Marian W,
s PP» 1327

3Geeffrny Gorer "whe concapt ¢f ¥ational Oharacter,” -

T%%éx&lakgﬁ*ggﬁj and Culturs, ed. Olyde Klugkhohn

*Ruth Pulten Benedict, Fatterrs of Sulture (New York, 1946),

1ty,"
Smith, eds,




3
country's national charsoter as "personality in culturs, people in
thelr soclal setting, not of the individusl envisaged either as 1s4
olated or in a tacitly known eaciety.”5 Morris Ginsberg deacribes
group character as "the differences in the distribution of certain
traits or perhaps tjpcn in different groupn.“é Ginsberg adde that
national character is found in the behavior ﬁatterns of the group
as & wholej that iz, in its national organization as embodied in
its institutions, 1ts collective achievements, and its public
policy.7

There are those, of course, who have not been in agreement
about national character and how it 1s determined. David Potter
has pointed out® that Hamilton Pyfe in hies book, The lliusion of
Egggggg;.gha;ggxg;,g was not repudiating the idea of national
character as such, "but the concept of sn unalterable, genetically
determined nst&onalvchartatar.“ Pyfe's book was not denying the
proposition "that the nujarity'ef a national population may cole
lectively toﬁd to scquire certaln adaptive traits, dbut the idea

that all the members of a national population are destined to pos=

590:‘08‘.

In Otto Kllenmberg, %4 Selence of National charauter. The
Journal of Soolel Psyohology, IXX (1944), pp. 147-163,

"I,
8navxa M. Potter, Peopls of Flenty (Ohloago, 1954), p. 26.

SHamilton H. Fyfe, The Illusion of ¥ational Oharsoter
(London, 1940),




4
sess certain inherent traits.“'o Potter does not belisve Pyfe's
book, which proposes to be deétructlva of national character, has
any ralevanae.“

The viewpoints of thogse who have made national character
studies are as divergent as are the flelds which they represent,
The anthropologist is concerned with "social heredity,"” and "the

nl2 The aéciologist foauaeé primérily

vay of life in any society.
on the group, concerning hiﬁaelr with the complex structurs of
soclety, as 1t forms a basis for the understanding of interpersone
al relations, For him the formation of personality cannot be une
derstood "except with refersnce to the positions whioch the individd
uals 1nvcived ocoupy in the structural system of their aaciety."'B
The peychologist and the peychistrist, who have been largely psi«
choanalytic in their approach, work on the basic postulate that
culture is derived from ilnnate tendencles that man has inherited

14

out of the distant past, Por sxample, such thirges as myths and

foiktales have been thought to stem from incestuous impulses as

‘OPatter, Pe 27

Hn“‘

12 ,
“Ralph Iinten, The Oultursl Baockground of Persgpality (New
York, 1945), p. 36-’ . &

! jw_u y De Xx1,

6&14John J, Honigmarn, Culture and Personality (New Yerk, 1952}/
e *




the Oedipus complex directs a boy toward his mother with consee
quent hatred and jealousy of the fathar.‘5 The psychologist cone
tributes facts about the unconsclous dynamice of one's action and
offers his knowledge of such things as learniang, condltioning, anxd
iety, and security. The members of these disciplines, while pure
suing thelr information from different viewpoints, are contridutors
to the single area of national character studies,

One of +the primary concerns of research workers centers
around the shared hadbits of a given national group; especially at
the time when these habite were first learned, in childhood. At
this point the shared habits oan be observed in their initial
stages and it 1s upon this foundation that tha nationmal character
reats, The focal points of interest are child-training practices:
veening and sphinocter training, as well as principles of reward
and punishment,

The two terms, gulturs and personality, are defined and dise
tinguished by those researchers who pursue investigations of early
childhoode«training practices. S5Soocially standardized behavior of
some enduring group is one aspect of culture. 7This is understood
to be the actions, thoughts, and feslings of the individuals in
the group. The material products of a cultural group are also
thought of as their culture., Hational character studlss speak of

1BIE1Q., Pe 65.




the phenomenon which cannot be directly observed, such as their

" and the observable

nl6

jdeas and feelings, as the "covert culture,
aspects, such as the materiél products, as fhe "overt oulture.
Observable pereonalitiy connotes the actual beha#ior in ons's oﬁn
environmental orbit. The unobservable personality, on the other
hand, is the emotlions and thoughts of the individual. PFor both of
these levels of personality the term behavior is used.17
While a similerity in terminology is apparent in nationsl

character studies, some noticeable differences ars evident, Such

18 character struoture.‘g basic person=

21

terms as modal personality,
ality,2°
evar, the slight variation in thelr meanings has been past over by

and national ocharacter®’ have different meenings; howe
several and in some cases these terms are defined synonymously by
different analysts. The need for greater refinement of such terms
is apparent.

In the work of the researchers of natlional character the
methods and procsdures used are the same as those worked out by

analysts of oulture and personality. The methods are those of the

16;21dnp Ps 22
17;21&-. P. 29.
'81bid., p. 30.
91pid., p. 38.

,939)20“1‘?‘” Kardiner, The Individuel and His Sgclety (New York,
» P‘ 320

21gluckhohn, p. 247.




clinical scientist rather than of the laboratory sclentist. The
¢linicsl sciantist attends to totel and complex situstions that
ocour in 1life, The work of the lsboratory sclentist is upon behav7
jor in a closely limited setting., His chief objactive is to kaep
conditions uniform and controlled.”? Researchers of nationsl
character must be clinical sclentists because life is lived as one
finds it, Once observation has been made on verbal and nonverbal
behavior, a formuletion of the data is attempted. It is held by
some that the analyet is to exprees his findings qualitatively
rather than quantitatively, This is true because of the very nae
ture of the data., These findings will not be acsassed in statise
tical tebles and graphe, dut rather in terms of de«sceriptions and
listings of verbal assertions,>”

However, such statements may be challenged on the grounds
that any type of data oan be graphed or quantified under certain
aspects for significance to someone, The inocidence of certain
elemants of a culture can be enumerated or graphically shown to
correlate with other elements in that culture, The very possidbile
1ty of such presentation of data leaves the opinion that any type
of quantification 1s invalid to future appraisal,

The results that are finally drewn up will undoubtedly dear

agnaﬂiwmg P 890
23Kluckhohn, p. 257
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the mark of the fleld from which the analyst comes. Each of the
researchers, depending on whethsr he 1s an anthropologlst, psychie
atrist, or soclologist, will come to the situstion in which he
hopes to learn more of the natlonal character of the cultural
group he 1s studying and will interpret and investigate those
areas that are peculiarly of interaest to his field. For csxample,
Weston LaBarre, a clinical psychologist, who has done work on the
Japanese national oharaeter,Qa relates his findings in terms of
his profession, He describes the Japanese as the "most compulsive
paople in the world ethnological museum."2> The cultural anthro-
pologist, on the other hand, analyzing tﬁe same ethnlc group, ine
terprets the same data from his own point of view. As a result,
the conclusions drawn by researchers from divergent flelds are
differsnt in the language they use as well as in meny of the chare
acteristlics they include 4in their deseriptions of the mnatlonal
character of this people.

The c¢ritlcs of national character studies are primarlily cone

cerned with thelr methodology, dynamic quality, and Freudian ori-
entations, Harold Orlansky has critically evaluated the asser-

24Weston laBarre, "Some Observations on Character Structure

in the Orient: The Japanese," Psychiatry VIII (August, 1945),
pp‘ 31 9"'3&20 .

251pid., p. 326.
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tions adbout infant care and 1ts effect on lataer personality devele
opment.26 He has shown that "there is no body of evidanee to supe
port agsartions™ like those néde showing that rigid bowsl training
has oontributed‘the main features of the adult personality. "The
game childhood sxperience,"” Orlansky continues, "is arbltrariiy
read as having one signifiéanae for personsality formation in one
soclety and the opposite significance in annther."27 Alfred R,
Iindesmith and Anselm L. Bttan8l28 also point aut'that the effects
of infantile experiences on the adult personality (which are not
dealt with adequately, 1f at 2l1l, in the writings on the subjeot)
raise serious methodological problems. "4 verifiadle theory,"
they atate in their urtiola,ag "is one whieh oan be proved to be
right, and this implies that aaﬁeeiv&bly it might bde proved wrong
by exceptional cases., The latter possibility is not allowed for
in thiaz doctrine.” On this prodlem of methodology, Orlansky is in
agreement.’g |

In addition to methodologlcal problems, there are those cone

26 "
Harold Orlansky Infant Care and Personality," gaxehglggo
icel Bulletim, XLVI (January, 1949), pp. 1-48. '

27%&, De 27
BAIfred Rs Lindsmith and Anselm L, struues, "A Oritique of

Culture~Personality Writings," Ameyican Spoliolozical Review, XV
(October, 1950), ppe 586«600:- '

?91pid., Pe 597.
EOOrlanaky, Pe 27»




10
cerned with the dynamic interpretation of society that make ths
gtudy of national character difficult. Whether or not the charace
ter of & people will be different because of the time in which a
gtudy is made is a point of dispute by several criticas., Some
pelieve that national character studies are history«bound, that
they reveal a personality whioh is acourately determined, yet one
that cannot be thought to be applicable to this same group for all
time. Maurice L, Farber, commenting on this instability of nae
tional group character, is in agreement:

The national character of modern Greece is doubte

less not that of Ancient Greece, of the Japanese

of 1850 not that of the partially Westernized

Japanese of today. There 1is every reason to believe

that as a culture changes historiocally personality

structurs within 1t is concomitantly altered. In

this oonnection, Kardiner and I&nton have demone

atrated, in a happily discovered "natural experie

ment," how an economic shift from.-a dryerice

culture to a weterice gulturs apparently caused

marked shifts in character structure in Tanalae

Betsileo of Madagasoar,>

As to the Freudian orientations evident in national character

writings, critios are of the opinion that the existence of any
innate instinctual impulses remein an unproven assumption. "The
notion that all people outside of civilized communities are ﬁnable
to 1nntitute effective control over disallowed unconscious ine-

pulses ., + « 18 gratultous and not supported by facts."32

31 Maurice I, ?arber "The Problem of National Character: A

Methodologioal Analysis Study Dergonslity, ed., Howard
Brand (New York, 1954).'p.2§§b &l t

32 Honigmann, pe 65.
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While thers may not be agreement on the methods, dynamies,
and orientations of national character studies, all do agree that
the techniques used in the fleld are difficult and detailed. Ac~
cording to Honigmann, the most diffiocult methodological problem is
that of finding adequate sampling of large national groups, same
pling which 1s representative of the total community and from
which one gan vallidly prediot the behavior for the entire populae
tion.33 Observation of behavior in its naturel setting (particie
pant and spectator observation) is a widely used technique, yet
very difficult becausa of ocustomas forbldding outsiders of an ethe
nic group from participating in certain forms of their culture.
While yartiaipatian is not essentlial to observation, it is none-
theless & far richer experience for the reasearch worker of the
culture. Both passive and active interviewing, along with life
history and dreem recording are further tools of national charace
ter research. Testing has also been employed, though, in itself,
this 18 a tool of the laboratory scientist rather than that of the
elinician. Rorschach and Murray's Thematic Appreception tests
have been given, Even the popular forms of communication such as
short stories from current magazines, fairy tales, poetry, films,
and hit songs are used for a deeper insight into a nation's chare
acter tralts.

However, before national charagter studies can claim sciene

tific validity, it must clarify its problems of methodology, re-

331pides po 110,
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solve doubts of its dynamlc validity, resolve the inoconsistencies
of its result~findings, and resolve the diszcrepancies of interpre=
tation, evaluation, and the conclusions of its workers, This thew
sis attempts such a clarification. By concentrating on viewpoint,
methodology, findings, childe~training practices and later psrsone
ality characteristices reported by welleknown national character
studies, it is hoped that an evaluation ¢an be made of the methodsq
contents, and generalizations made by researchers, whose solentife
ic methods are valld, but whose works have been vitlated by none
sclentiflo, personal intrusions upon thesa methods,

Three national character studies of the Japanese people will
be utilized. The first to be analyzed is The Chrysapnthemum and
{be 3word by the cultural anthropologist, Ruth Pulton Bonedi.at.34
The second work to be analyzed is a study done by Douglas G,
Haring in two separata artialea.35 The third analysis will deal
with Yeston ILaBarre's work, which he 4id as & clinical psycholoe

36 Thege three asuthors and

gist on Japanese war«-time internees,.
thelr work are chosen as being typlcal of Japanese national chare

acter studies in general, Benedict's methods are typical of

343uth Pulton Benediet, Ihe Chrysa

(Boston, 1946), iR 228 the

3SDouglaa Ge Haring, "Oomment on Japanase Peraonal Character:
Praeiar,” and "Aspsots of Personal Character in Japan,' ﬁggggggg;

Gharagtér and Cultura) Milleu (New York, 1956), pp. 405
361&3&!‘1‘9.
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anthropologists whose technique is indirect observarion. 3uch are
the works of Maad,37 Lanham,38 and the Norbecks. o~ Haring's first
article 1is typical of the anthropologlsts orisnted to the historie
cal past, such as Embreoho and Sansem.&‘ In his sacond article he
utilizes the methods of social peychology ss doas, for exampls,
Stoetzel.42 laBarre's work is typloal of psychoanalyticallyeorie
entated national character studies, of which G»:::rer'!‘3 is represente
ativa,

Thugs this thesis emsays a comparative analysis of the incone
slstencies of these three typleal national character studies and
will trace the origin of these inoonsistencies to the purely pere
sonal orientations of the indlvidual workers., It will be maine

tained that if Benediet, Haring, and LeBerre have misused othere

BTMargarat Mead, An Anthropologlat at Work (Cambridge, 1959).
3atty B, lanham ”Aapeots of Child Care in Japan: Prelim-

inary Report," d %u;;uxg; Milieu, ad. Douglas
G. Haring (Eéw ork, g;, PPe § 83 ’
39zdward and Hnrgaret Norbegk, "Child Training in A Japanese

Fishing Community," g;%gg%; Milieu, ed,
Douglas G. Hhring'(ﬁew ork, igﬁii. pp.ﬁﬁgt ’

“Ozonn Fu Embree, Suye Mura (Chlcago, 1939).

*Igeorge B. Sansom, Japsn, A Short Cultursl History (New
York, 1953),

“2jean stoetzel, Withouy the Ohrysanthemun and jhe Sword (New
York, 1955).

3Geoffray Gorer, "Themes in Japanese Cultura," Pars

T%%%%g& r %% Ouégggg Milieu, ed. Douglas G. ﬁaring aw York,
» PPe 2( D=
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wise valid precedural methods, such inconsistencies which do ape

pear are not inherent in national characiter studiseg as such. This

gafaguards the sclentific possibllity of and basis for a less cone

fasing pleture of znational character in general and of the Japae
nese people in particular,




CHAPTIR II
RUTH FULTON BENEDICT'S STUDY

In June, 1944, during World War II, Ruth Benedict1 was asked
by the United 3tates government to examine the nature of the Japa-
nese people as an ethnie group from the vantage point of the cule
tural anthropologist. The approach she was asked to take 1is de-
scribed clearly by Geoffrey Gorer:

Cultural anthropology ls the study of shared hablts,
of hablits which are common elther to all the members
of a soclety, or at least to significant or relevant
portions thereof. The basic assumption that underlies
the description of a culture by the observations of
a few months or years is that the relatively few
observations that the fleld worker 1is physically
able to make are representative of an infinitely
larger series of identical or similar items of
behavior which members of the observed soclety will
continue to perform whenever the appropriate situa-
tion arises.Z2

Amerlca, at war with Japan, wanted to know what to expect

from the Japanese people as well as from those in power.

1Benedlct received her A.,B. from Vassar College in 1909 and
her Ph.D. from Columbla U, in 1923, She was a lecturer in anthro-
pology at Columbia U,.,, 1923-30, was assistant professor, 1930=-3%6,
and an assocliate professor, 1936-48, She has made field trips to
the American Indian tribes from 1922-39.

gGeoffrey Gorer, "The Concept of Natlonal Character,”" Person=
ality in Nature, 3Soclety, and Culture, ed. Clyde Kluckhohn gt al,
New YOTk, 1955), DDe. 247=8.

15
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We had to try to understand Japanese habite of thought
and emotlion and the patterns into which these hablits
fell., 4%e had to0 know the sanctions behind these actions
and opinions. We had to put aside for ths moment ths
premises on which we act as Americans and to keap oure
solves as far as possible from leaping to the easy
conclusion that what we would do in a given situation
was what they would do,>

It was her purpose to study and desoridbe to the American
government the nature of the enemy. By studying the habits, the
shared habits, she attempted to understand the cultural basis for
the enemy's action under prescribed circumstances, What follows
are the actual findings and conclusions of Benedict's efforts in
the work under sorutiny.

"Taking one's proper station™ is, according to Benedict, at
the core of understanding the Japanese and 18 essentlal to undere
standing any and all aspects of their life. W¥hat freedom and
equality are to Americans, order and hlerarchy are to the Japanesa
One cannot hope to understend the relationship dbetween individue
als, the Japanese's relation to the State, the intercommunication
ip family 1ife, and the activity of their religious and economic
11ife without first understanding this key concept.

Inequality, Benedict reports, has dbeen for centuries the rule
of their organised lives and behavior that recognlzes hierarchy is
basic to thelr charascter, ILest one think that class differences

ara the only oriterion for knowing one's proper station, it must

1o 6)3Ruth F. Benedict, Ihe Chrysspthemum and fhe 3word (Boston,
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be noted that sex, age, and family tlies enter into the necessary
caloulations, From the time tha badby is carried sbout on his
mother's back he learns respect by giving the propser bows, The
wife bows to her husband, children bow to thelr father, younger
brothers to elder brothers, and sisters dbow to all brothers no
natter what their age. These bows are not just formslity either,
according to Benedlet. It 18 a oconscious rscognition of hierarchy
of sex and gensration.4

The social role of the father in Japanese life is that of the
responsible guardian of the family. He makes the important dsole
sions which govern the family, and commands the respsct of those
within that household, It 48 his duty to recall to his sons the
legaocy of the family, both in material and spiritual things. The
claims that the family pute upon each member of that Japanese fame
ily come before the olaims of the individusl,

The role of the mother in Japan it greatly respected, A
woman wants children not only for her emotional satisfaction in
having them, but because it is only as s mother that she gains
status., In some cases the childless wife 1s simply discarded, If
a woman is without a son, she can never look forward to exercising
suthority over her son's marriage and over her son's wife, A

woman's position in Japanese gociety remains on an inferior level

aBenedict, P 52, This and the rest of the data on the
family is taken from the same chapter, "Taking One's Propsr
3tation," pp. 43«75, '




18
until she fulfills her womenhood in child bearing. The childlaess
wife 1s held in subjection to her husband, yet is allowed certain
freedoms, such as shopping and caring for the family finances, and
governing ths servants, if there be any.

The major portion of Benediet's study of the national charaoce
ter of the Japanese people 1s devoted to the psople's great ine
debtedness to thelr ancestors, The Japanese people feel an oblie
gation to be & credit to men so illustriocus, In their dally live
ing can be found very many ramifications of this sense of obligaw
tion whioh they experisnce. This core concept of profound indebte
ednees to forefathers, Benedliot states, has influenced and prode
ably will continue to influence 80 much of the thought and sctive
1ty of the Japanese people, This obligation, which the Japaness
call gn, is defined as a "load, an indebtedness, e dburden, which
one carries as best one mﬁy.“s The Japanese speak of recelving on|
from & superior and the act éf accepting an gon from anyone not
one's superlor or at lemst one's equal gives one a sense of infee
riority. 9pn is & debt that must be repaid also, 4 man's indebte
edness in itself is not virtus, yet his repayment 18, Some repaye
ments on gp are limitless both in amount and in durstion, and
others are quantitative and due on spscial ocoasions only,

The second key concept that Benedict dlscovers is the Japae
nese philosophy of selfe-gratification, Around this concept she

SBenedict. Pe 99
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centers very much of her discussion., She states that the Japanese
value physical pleasures to a high degree., 3sating end sleeping
are pleasures, Benedict tells us, that Japansse value in theme
8&173806

The pleasure expressed in romantiec love is another human
feeling which the Japanese cultivate. In the novels and movies
Benedict used for her study she found thls topiec discusped and
exploited freely. Sox, for the Japanese, just as any other human
fealing, they regard as good in its minor place in life, If a
Japanese married man can afford it, he may obtain a mistress, The
obligation the Japenese feel toward their families i3 in no way in
conflict with their human feelings for others whose purpose is to
give them sexual pleasure.

Traditionally, according to Benedlet, homosexual behavior has
been condoned in Japan. Again it is 2 matter of selfegratifica-
tlion so highly respected in Japan, Intoxication, another permise
sible pleasure indulged in, 1is frequently sxperienced at urbdan
gggg parties, ¥With this, Benediot says, homosaexual activiiy 1=
often combined.7

Summing up the particular aspects of the Japanese pleasurable
activities, Benedioct oconcludes that in the Japanese philosophy,

the flesh 1s good. Sir George Sansom wrltes: "“Throughout their

SIbid., pp. 117-182,

TIEzéd s PP« 1 87“ 89.
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history the Japanese seem to have retained in some measure this

incapacity to discern, or this reluctance to grapple with, the

n8

problem of evil. The Japanese have always been extremely explicd

it in denying thﬁt virtue consists in fighting evil. The supreme
task 1n Japanese life, moreover, according to Benedict, is that of
fulfilling one's obligations. The people will readily accept ob-
ligations in repaying on even when these mean sacrificing one's
personal desires and pleasures. When confllicts arise in paying
these obligations, the Japanese person must decide which 1s of
greater importance. This the people refer to as their "dilemma of
virtue," '

Whét Benedict observes about this dilemma is not, according
to one critic, objlectively correct. He criticizes her opinion
thus:

That the author mentioned the "dilemma of virtue"
ags one of the characteristics of Japanese culture
1s evidence of her keen insight. But as far as

the analysis of it is concerned, the most important
factors are neglected, Pirst, the moral principles
that determine the behavlior of the Japanese are not
internal sanctlons, but external sanctions (such as
contempt from the world, losing one's face, etc.)
and this fact 18 closely related to the existence
of the "dilemma,.," Second, the life of the Japanese
is like.a double~exposure negative, where the ope-
posing elements are superimposed one on the other,
fusing and interpenstrating. For example, the
samural morals (the absolute denial of the natural

‘9 )BGeorge B. Sansom, Japan, A Short Cultural History (New York,
53 ] p- 510
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man) vs, ordinary psople's moralag(tha open assertion
of the natural and physicel man).-

To restraln Japanese sself-indulgence or selfe-gratification,
PBenedlect reports, thers is honored discipline, which is selfe
4 mposed, According to Benadict's findings, self-discipline whioh
ggives competence to an individual, and seslfediscipline which gives
eaxpartness t¢ one or another fleld are the two simple divisions of
4.his virtue, The concepts of self-indulgence, of discipline, and
of obligatiorn to one's ancestors are explalned by Bensdict in
. erns of the Japanese childe«training practices. These explanse
4+ ions will be systemetically treated below.

Benedict begins by tslling us that the concept of freedom and
4. ndulgence, which we Americans allow to the mature individual, is
not true of the Japanese, The Japansese, Benedict states, allow
4. ndulgence and fresdom to the young and aged, but not to those
with full use of their intellectual powers,

The mother's pleasurs, according to Bomedlct, of nursing
orne's baby is considered by the Japanese as the woman's greatest
physiologloal pleasure, 3She tells us that in this way the dabdy
J.@arns to share the mother's pleasure, The spreadesagls strapping
oL ths baby next to the mother's body also allows the baby to

szliare her pleasure. According to Benedict, thie practice explains

9retsuro Watsuji, "Criticism of Benedict's %@_( ]
X

g.g%& m:f‘ Japanese Journal of Ethpology,
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the passivity in the adult Japanese and bables thus carried tend
to grow up with a capaclty for sleeping anywhere, anyhow. But
such an assertion is no where scientifically verified; not even by
an insight explanation. Benedict merely assumes thils 1s the cause
of passivity and the ability for sleeping anywhere,

Benedict further polnts out that, to emphasize this principle
of self-discipline in the yourg, the mother imposes toilet traine
ing in the baby at the age of three or four months. The process
she uses 1s to hold the baby out of doors for intervals of time,
whistling low and monotonously, This is intended as an auditory
stimulus and 1t is hoped that the child will make the proper asso=
clation. To intensify now this principle of discipline, the
mother holds the baby away from her own body with a firm grip.

Only within the past twenty or thirty years, Benedict states,
was the Japanese baby ever allowed to take any steps by himself
before it was a year old. Previous to that time mothers prevented
any attempts at walking before the child was a year old.10

Benedlct explains that for centuries it was the practice that
a baby was not weaned until shortly before the mother was ready to
deliver another baby. In late years, however, the government's
Mother's Mggazine has approved of weaning the baby at elght monthsdq

This latter fact stated by Benedict has no apparent relevance to

10The data for the child-tralining practices were taken from
chapter XII, "The Child Learns," pp. 253=296.
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her study. The effect of such government advice on the adult per-
sonality could not be related to the childhood practices at the
time of her writing.

Jelf-indulgence is allowed the children toward their mother,
who 1s given abuse and is the object of thelr tantrums. The
father, on the other hand, is held in respect and is honored as
head of the household. This is transferred from the respect owed
to the Zmperor and the ancestors.

Thus the indulgence principle supplants and 1s almost simul-
taneously taught with the discipline princliple. Benedict tells
how candy 1s gilven to the chlld to distrect him or her from scold-
Ings for minor offenses,

The children of Japan learn also the severe discipline of the
commonly used sitting position. A modest position of legs for
women and girls is very important for the Japanese., Lven while
asleep the young girl is expected to keep her legs together, while
her brothers are not restricted in this regard.

Benedict states that the facts of 1life are known to the Japa=-
nese child because his parents are free in conversing about them
in the home. Also, close family quarters permit lmmediate knowl=
edge of such things to the young. Mothers call attention to the
genitals of their children while playing with or bathing them.
Agaln, the indulgence principle 1s evident. Masturbation is not
considered as dangerous and because they know no shame, as the

Japanese say, children are so happy. Almost absolute freedom in
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these matters 1s tolerated in the young. Only in adult 1life are
restrictions imposed upon them regarding sexual conduct.

indeavoring to explain ancestor respect from the early child=
training practices, Benedict states that attitudes toward the su~
pernatural are learned, in general, in the home where a shrine is
set up. Dally the family places food offerings there. The elders
of the family announce all family events to thelr ancestors and
give the customary respect bows. The home that shelters a shrine,
whether it be 3hinto or Buddhist, is also the home where the chile
dren play and enjoy growing up. Nothing in the child's experiencs)
Benedict states, makes him fear the gods or shape hls conduct to
satlsfy Just or censorious dietles. Thus the indulgence principle
receives supernatural sanctlon.

After these comments on early training practices of Japanese
children, Benedict turns to later personality characteristics.
She explains that the first three grades of school are co-educa~
tional and the teacher at this time lays speclal emphasis on the
dangers of getting into "embarrassing situations." Children are
3till too young for "shaﬁe," but they are taught to avold being
"embarrassed." The ﬁerms, éoeording to Benedict, carry distinct
ieanings. Ridicule is the means used by teachers and parents for
instilling this discipline principle in the children. They are
taught further that they have certaln obligations, owe thelr on,
and that these cannot be avolded. The child must subordinate his

activity and personal wishes to others to whom are due his raspect
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and obedience.

By the time a boy is eight or nine, Benedict explains by way
of an example, his famlly may in sober truth reject him because of
some mischievious activity in school. The parents, learning of
this from the teacher, will discipline him by turning him away
from heme, Boys in later elementary school are sometimes confined
to the house in order to repent and are forced to occupy them-
selves with that Japanese obsession, the writing of diaries. In
some cases boys are told not to return home again,

After nine or ten years of age, boys are segregated from the
girls and much is made of their male solidarity. In this selfe
gratifying experience, they exclude girls slmost completely. At
this age the girl in Japan experiences the end of her childhood
pleasures, Childhood ends for her in exclusion, The only grati-
fication girls recelve are in the form of flattering coiffures,

Sex discipline 1s at this time enforced. The boy 1s expected
to be shy with girls and not to show hig affection in any way.

His parents will arrange his marriage and the art of love-making
is to be learned from those whose purpose it is to teach such, the
geishas. The girl's discipline in this matter is different. She
is taught, Benedict reports, that as a young wife her role is to
be that of a faithful wife. ¥#While her husband may carry on a love
affalr with snother woman, she is not allowed the same gratifica-
tion with another man. It is understood, Benedlect reports, that

when her husband turns from her for sexual relations, she 1is to
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have recourse to the accepted Japanese customs of masturbdbation,

The one strand of continuity that oonnects the earlier and
latter periods of a child's life is the emphasis placed on being
gocepted by one's fellow companions, Unrestrained gratification
of self oan de inhibdbited only by a severe and fearful ostracism,
This 1s conseiously dreaded, Benedict states, by all Japanese,

In Benedioct's final chapter she singles out some general
charagteristics that she thinks are significant in drawlng the
final lines to the Japanese national character, If properly motie
vated, she astates, the Japansse forego gratificationsj dut the
saving of one's face is the reason for such rencuncemants.

Japanese gselferespect always involves restraints, Benedict
explains, because self-restraint means control of impulses that
sesk to confound a proper life, Thise faot motivates thelr selfe
restraint and, in so0 doing, insures thelr self.respect,

According to Benedict, the essential problem that all Japa=-
nese try to solve is that of recocnciling the gratification of
one's sxperiences with the restraints which promise security in
later 1ife. 3Some stake everything on restraining their lives,
some ars afrald of their own aggressiveness which they dam up
within themselves, and others, placing emphasis on the indulgence
of childhood, experience extreme anxiety in the face of all that
is demanding of them as adults, The latter group inoreass their
dependence when it is no longer appropriate. Benedict delieves
these are two charactaristic personality deviations to which the




adult Japanese may succumb,

In the final analysis, Benedlct states that the Japanese do
derive pleasure from the simple experiences of viewing cherry
blossoms, chrysanthemums, the moon, or new-fallen snow; arranging
flowers; writing short verses; or drinking tea., She observes that
these are not activities of deeply disturbed people, 5She believes
therefore that the Japanese people reconcile the two principles of
self-gratification and self=-discipline in their adult lives by
relinquishing their gratifications lest they incur social
ostraclism,

Critics have taken special notice of Benedict's methodology,
findings, and conclusions. Now that the findings have been set
forth, a treatment of the eritics will follow,

The fundamental supposition meintalned by Benedlct was that
the Japanese acted in character both in and out of warfare.
Through a fialﬁ trip, observation of the Japanese in their local
setting in the most acceptable technique of the cultural anthroe-
pologist she could have determined what values the people had, how
these ware introduced to their children, and how they were accept=
ed and employed by these children. The war, however, made a fleld
trip to Japan impossible. To discover how the daily stresses and
strains of life were handled so that she could settle upon the
hablte which the Japanese shared, she turned to Japanese llitera-
ture for descrlptions of thelr customs, rituals, and how they were

brought up, loved, and disciplined. Because the fleld trip was
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denied her, much of what she reports is so much less valuable in
the eyss of several oritics, Robert Pesl, especizlly, oriticizes
her for the study made under such & handicap!

As a result /6f this drewdack/ it has a bookish
quality that puts it at a long remove from the
realities of present-day Japan. This obvious
limitation escapes Dr, Benedict's supposedly
trained eye. + ¢« « One must regretfully record

of DIr. Bensdiet, for all the carefulness of her 1"
work, that, having seen all, she has seen nothing.

Te supplement what she read and to further substitute for
field study in Japan, Benediot gettled on observing and interviews
ing Japanese in this country who had been reared in Japan., Some
persons in her study were of Japanese parentage and others were
Americans who had grown up in Japan. In addition, Benediot also
examined motion plotures which had been produced in Japan~-propae
ganda, historical, and contemporary life movies of Tokyo and the
farm villages, Admittedly these movies wers an advantage to her
study, yet the faoct that these sources were not necessarily the
most reprasentative movies of their kind is an evident disadvane
tage to the soientiflc nature of her work.

Another of Benediot's sources of information was the ques
tioning of Japanese natives who were in the United 3tates at the

time of her study and of those who had praviously traveled there,

11
Robert Pesl, gh§ig§;§g Sglence (December 16, 1946)
Pe 16« The sams aﬁjac on is repeated in an Znglish aumma;y of a’
criticlism by Tetsuro Watsujl in the Japaness Journal of Ethnology,
AIV (1949), pp. 84-86.
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Benedlcet states nothing about how these interrogated persons were
selected in order to get a truly representative sampling. Here
agaln is questlionable methodology.
ihile it 1s generally accepted that human behavior 1s learned
in daily living, the methods through which thls learning process
can be studiad in primitive cultures as well as in more modernm
cultures has caused much discusslon and argumentation between an-
thropologists and sociologlsts. Among the latter, Robert Bier-
stedt has outlined & number of limitations under which anthropole-
oglsts work when they attempt to interpret data on modern complex
socleties wlth thelr anthropological methods, He states:
The first limitatlion of anthropologlcal methods in
soclological research is that, designed as they were
for an approach to non-~llterate socleties, they can~
not do full jJjustice to socleties which are literate.
This is, in fact, thelr principal limitetion. . . »
An approach which has in general confined iteelf
to the non~literate aspects of culture is likely
to be unduly narrow and not altogether free from

unintential bias when applied to socleties which

are distinguished, above all, by their 1iteracy.12

Citing particularly Benedict's work, The Chrysanthemur and

the Sword, he points out another limitation in the ecategory of
ceausality. For her, analysis of the society as a whole, with its
folkways, mores, end institutions, proceeds in terms of psycholog=-
lcal processes and concepts. The temperament and character of

individuals are given more welght than are historical antecedents

1 2p0bert Bierstedt, "The Limitations of Anthropological

?eﬁg?ds in Sociology," American Journal of Soclology, LIV (July,
9 y 23, :
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and events, some of which may have been of momentous conscquences,
yet are given no connidaruticn.13 Benedioct maintains that the
range of trivial hadits in daily living indicate a determining
influence upon & nation's future. With this view, Blerstedt is
completely at odds, It is more probable, according to him, that a
knowlsdge of forelgn folkways and mores, such as exhibited in
Benediot's book, could be more influential in affecting a nation's
future than would the folkways and mores themselves, Both posie
tions do serve to point up the difficulties and dangere in using
one approach only or one perspective only in the analysis of a
psople.

In similar opposition to Bensedict's analysis of a modern cule
ture, soclclogists Alfred ILindesmith and Anselm Strauss actually
suggest that her methods and conclusions about the Japanese stime
ulate the growth of skepticism concerning the information which
anthropologiste have given us about even non~literate peoples,
Supporting their position they point out that "undoubtedly the
heterogeniety of modern nations, as many of thé writers themeelves
have pointed out, offers a considerable cbstacle to the applica=

ni4 Thus there has been

tion of present configurational methods,
much critieism of cultural anthropologists for thelr use of teche

niques used in analysis of primitive cultures which have not been

V1psd., p. 25,
IAIandeamlth and Strauss, Ask, XV, 590,
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proven valid when appllied to modern socletles.

According to Benedict, her task 1s to discover the total con-
figuration of Japanese cultural patterns, to examine Japanese as-
sumptions about the conduct of 1life, and to descrlibe these assump=-
tions as they have manifested themselves in all types of activi-
ties., The book is no%t about Japanese religlon or economic 1life or
politics or the family. It is about all these things as paris of

Japanese cultural configurations which indicate core values.




CHAPTAR III
DOUGLAS G, HARING'S3 STUDY

Benedict's studies were made in this country because of World
var II, Long before that Douglas G. Haring was able to make his
anthropological investigations as a direct observer of the Japa~
nese people. From 1917=-1926 he lived, studlied, and worked with
the Japanese.1 The role of the direct observer, according to cul=-
tural anthropologists, is a coveted position for learning the
hablts of any ethnic group. In order to delineate their peculiar
culture, he observea his subjects in thelir natural setting, obe
serving their seemingly insigniflcant activities and the training
they give thelr young.

There had been considerable American interest awakened in
national character studies of enemy nations in World War II. The
studles almed at galnling knowledge of enemy ways of living and

thinking in order to inorease the advantage in warfare. In cone

1Haring, “"Aspects of Personal Character in Japan," Pgrso%gi
Character, p. 415, Haring received his B.S5. from Colgate U. in
1914, a B.D. from Rochester Theologlical Seminary in 1923, a
diploma from the Japanese language and Culture School, Tokyo, in
1925, and an A.M. from Columbia in 1923, He was & lecturer of
soclology at Columbim, 1926~27, z member of the faculty at
Syracuse U, since 1927, the chalrman of the departments of sociole
ogy and anthropology since 1957, and did fleld research in the
Ryukyu Islands in Japan, 195152,

52
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Junetion with this wertime intersst Haring published his research
work on the Japanese psople., Of his two articles to be consldered
here, the tirst2 deals with the pre-war Japanese people, and his
second”’ snplifies his observetions on the postewar Japaness,

In his former artiocle, Haring recognizes as the key to the
Japanese character their respect for the Emperoresthe alim of all
education, Ramificatlions of this insight ere throughout delinew
ated with confirmatory details,

He emphatically denles that the feudalistic msntality of the
Japanege has sver ceased, The pre-war Japanese employse cherishes
the same 1deas &s his ancestors oconcerning filial reaspect fer the
Emperor. The factory employee's self-concept is not that of a
mere machine operator. He ig a gamural in armor, brandishing his
two swords in the face of Japan'e enemiee.

The Japanese believe, Haring states, that they have the
optimum in ability. They are confident that they can sncounter,
for example, ¥arx and Tolstoi and not in any way be found inferior
to them. XNothing the world outside has to offer, they feel, could

possidly excel that which has been bequeaihgint “eir

LOYOLA
UNIVERSBITY

Japaness ancestors,

L:BraRY
aﬂsring, "Comment on Japanese Personal Character: FPre Wer,"

ggzg%gsl ggg§§§§g;; ppe 405-410, This article, written in 1943 .
apan ore the war, is part of Haring's larger work,
%gs?.zga the Rising Sup (Philadelphia, 1943), pps 22-25, 68-75,

3Haring, "
gy Aspscts of Personal Character in Japan. Ferpgonal
Sharagter, p. 412-423,.
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For generations feudal morality meant unquestioned odbedience,
personal loyalty to one's superior, and frugality, These quali-
ties are required by feudal lords in all their subjects. When
feudal rights and titles were abolished, the Emperor replaced the
overlord as the object of all obedience, loyalty, and self.denial,

Thus a young man may be getting #2500 in Japan, working in a
government position., Subsequently he is offered §25,000 for the
very same Jjob but by the Dutch government in Java, There is no
point in dslidberating here. He refuses immediately, Money has no
value when 850 much more is at stake, for he will loses his own and
his wife's social and oivic standing if he were employed by the
Duteh government, Given a feudal mentality, political status is
of greater importance than any inecresse in salary,

Other examples cited by Haring point up the people's attitude
toward civil authority. Authority, be it found in the Emperor or
in someone duly receliving it from him, can do no wrong. Authority
receives respect, and the most formal reverence is required in all
dealinge with 1t, Haring belleves Japan remains feudal at heart
and the Emperor and his subordinates feel their odligations to
each other in reciprocal payment for obligations 1neurred.4

Haring, in his appraisal of the Japanese personal character
has pointed to what he c¢alls the four souls of every Japanese, 7To

kﬂnring, "Oomment on Japanese Personal Character: FPra-var,"
Zersopal gharagyex, p. 410.
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close his character study he outlines these four souls which, 1if
found balanced in an individual, will result in a welleordered
disposition., When, however, ons of these predominates, 1t governs
the total disposition and activity.

The first of these 1s the pagi-mitama or gentle spirit. When
this is in ascendanoy, a person is polite, kind, and friendly. A
post, scholar, or saint manifest, according to Haring, the super=
natural potency of this gentle spirit.

About the kushie-mitama or wonder spirit, Haring points out
that it 18 that quallity in a person which looks to possible chang-
es in things, can speculate about possible happenings, and mskes
& person more refleotive than ordinary,

The third type of soul is the arae-mitama or rough, violent
spirit. When this is aroused, one gives way to temper and uncone
trolled fury. An intractable rebel or a successful traltor is
thought to possess a rough spirit of more than natural violence.
This soul in him predominates and governs his external activity.

The last soul 1s gakiemltama or luck spirit. Haring maine-
tains that the Japanese bellieve their fondest hopes come true when
the luck spirit is in the ascendancy.

In his second artiecle, Haring mentions that cessation of
hostilities has opened the way for research in Germany and Japan
in particular, Having these people under thelr jurisdiction,
Americans are required to know the mentality and emotional habits
of their wards., This article deals largely with former studies
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made on the Japanese which were anthropologicalepsychosnalytic,
He evaluates these studies in the light of his own impressions
from personal residence in Japan., In partiocular Haring deals with
studies made by Gorsr, Meadow, Benedlct, Parsons, and lIsaBarre,
These authors agree that the unique aspects of any soclaty are
determined by emotional habits learned in infanoy. This is why
childe-training practices, noted and studled, are so important, A
variety of soclallye-important habits are learned before the infant
talks. These continue throughout 1life vague and unconsoious,
Jometimes the adult feels that certain types of social situations
are congenial and feels at home with them, while in other situaw-
tions he is 11l at ease, 4ccording to these authors, he has dee
veloped from an early age unconscious criteria of social and cule
tural eholca.s After infancy one indeed goes on learning and ace
quiring new tastes. But, according to thess analysts, ons's
pre=linguistic hablits maintain a subtle primacy, decause they are
burled beyond the reach of selfeconscious analysis,

Another major elemert that Haring says these analysts have
found is that of deep feeclings of correctness and wickedness in
conduot and in personal relationships. These galn force from the
circumstance that they were learnad at an age of maximum organic

vigor and security. Whatever parsistis in organic habdbit from that

5Har1n3. Z&zpcota ¢f Personal Character in Japan," Personal
e Pe. 414, .
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pariod of one's life when learning seems to be at its optimum ace
guires sympolic values. Thaese symbolic values are often dramae=
tized in folklore and mythology. <These analysts indicate that
one's 1deal constallation of persons and conduct is a result of a
complex of emotionel compulelions that impel him to seek a social
milieu whose feeling~tone approximates the world of hies infancy.
On this Haring concurs. The child will tend to reproduce falthe
fully in the second generation an exact copy of the attitudes of
nls father towards his famlly and friemnds., This will be true
unless some scelal fracture in the famlly relationship precludes
formation of a father image. Thus the unconscious tsaching pare
entg give thelr children before the children ars able to speak is
profoundly important.,

These authors further assert, he finds, that the individual
s2eks to establish within the soclial order personal relatlions that
ars congruent with the feelinge-patterns established 1ln hls infanoxn
If a child 18 reared in a family where there an autocratic system
prevalls, he will produce the same in his own adult life whenever
he is in a position to do so. If his 1life has been in a democrate
ic milieu, he will reproduce democratic institutions in adulthood,

Having summarized the coniributions of these authors, Haring
reminds us that almost without exception the contridutors were
handicapped by lack of first-hand experience in Japan, Their data
have come from books about Japan, from blographies of Japanesa,
from Japaness cinema, from 1ssel and pisgl (first and second genex
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ation Japanese now living in the United States), from experience
in internment centers, and from Japanese literature and schoole
books.

Haring then proceeds to carry out his second purpose, that of
evaluating the contributions of the analysts by comparing them
with his own residual impressions from personal residence in Japan,

Beyond any doubt, according to Haring's observation, the
period of infancy 1s a period of indulgence. This 1is especially
true for boys. They are over-fed, over-fondled, and over-cared
for. There seems to be an almost uninterrupted bodily contact in
the infant life of the Japanese., The child is never left alone in
hie bed, and during the daytime the child in Japan is strapped to
its mother's back, asleep or aweake, while the mother goes about
her family and household duties.

Haring found, as did Benedict, that the infant is weaned when
a gibling 1s expected by his mother., At this time the Japanese
infant abruptly loses his warm, secure world of bodlly contact
with the mother. The experience 1s repeated when he begins to
walk, PFrom then on he lsarns the taboo quite prevalent in Japan
of not touching others. This learning 1s so complete, Haring
tells us, that foreigners have come away from Japan with the
verdict that the Japanese society is cold and formal,

At this point, when deprived of his mother's breast, he is
also deprived of genital manipulation previously administered by

mother or nursemald. Haring lists taboos concerned with living in
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Japanegse houses--further restrictions placed upon young Japanese,
The frailty of Japanese house structure requires such extraordie
pary childhood inhibition. The growing child must even learn to
avold dividing lines separsting the straw floor-mats. He must
always avoid the place of honor reserved in the guest room.

Toys, for the youngster, are in line with Japanese frugality.
The toys are few and the chlld must learn to make the most of a
limited range of play activities. This may bear relatiocn to psy=
chological developments in their later life, but the exact lines
of such are not drawn by Haring.

The strict forms of etiquette are imposed on the Japanese
child from his first steps. Bowing epltomizes the respect he must
show his parents, Upon returning from school he must make the necd
essary bows to father and mother and recite the formulas proper to
coming home or going out.

Haring points out that to psychologists the drastic change
from affection and body contact to cold bowing and formallstic
salutatlion involves personality traumata, with consequences dis=-
ruptive of later adult emotional life.6 In any event, in Haring's
opinion, frustration results, even for the youngster. The child's
response to such frustration is often the temper tantrum. Tane
rtrums of Japanase boys are usually expressed toward animals and

women. Mothers accept verbal and physlcal abuses from their sons.

1bid., p. 417.
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Girls, on the other hand, are not allowed any freedom to c¢xpress
this frustration. They are promptly suppressed in these efforts,
if they should dare.

Another aspect of infantile frustration, Haring found, ape
peared in the feelings of adolescent or adult malss toward their
own bodies, liere Haring's psychological bent is noticeable, The
adolescent male finds in sex a symbol of frustrated aggression and
a longing for dominance, Often behavior is tinged with sadistic
violencs, 3Sometimes a fierce obscenity is found among Japanese
schoolboys. Homosexuality, oontempt for wives, and sexual mutilae
tion of helpless enemies are the accepted alleviation for such
frustrations. Allvthese were odbserved personally by Haring.

An individual's mistakes, when known by those outside the
family oircle, expose the sntire family to ridicule., As a result,
Haring states, children learn to fear outsiders and to oringe at
the merest hint of ridiocule, The ohild, then, i®m pleced in a
position of inorsasingly tense insecurity. This is an oddity of
the family system in Japan, Before toco long the ochild finds that
open affection and mutusl confidence are not forthooming within
the family. He finds himself responsidls to a group in whioch he
feels no real psychological security.

Haring states that the approved pattern of masculine personw
ality in Japan is narcissistic end autoe-erotic. This phase of the
people's psychological development is the result of early experie

ences, .:; female in Japan 1s relegated to an inferior place, so
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mutuality in love is excluded., The prostitute caters to the male
narcissism and autoe-éroticism, A man's wife is but a mechaniem
for perpetuating the family. 7To the Japanese, life is worthless
and may be discarded; other persons are of no valuej love is Obe
scene and is of no enduring oconsequence, To0 Haring such attitudes
symbolize the repudiation of sex and consequently of the value of
the human body.

Haring maintains that anslysis of Japanese personal character
must include a ocompulsive preocoupation with smell objects., He
suggests that "parhaps this compulsion symdolizaes the lost please
ures of 1n1kne§ that centered in the manipulation of & highly
interesting 'little thing' by mother or nursemald.”’ Other dee
tails of Japanese dally living have significance fér the psycho=
analyst, #uch as the near-pathologioasl persistence and consolien~
tiousness of most Japansse, the zelfe-righteous fanaticism and are
rogance typiesl of nareissistic persoms, and the effects of the
taboo against touching others,

EurceAmericans have thought that the Japanese were neurotic,
Wartime studles of Japanese personality have indlicated neurotioc
traits. Haring reports that such resemblances may be superficlal,
according to many anthropologiste, They llikewise believe that
tradition imposes upon individuals hablte resembling those of

7;21@; s Do 419,
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Uceldental neurotics without development of the inner conflictes in
which true neuroses arise, The evldence that 1s azccessitle, howe
.ever, favors the conclusion that genuine neurosis occurs far more
frequantly in Japanese soclety then in many other socleties,
Genuine neurcesis involves inner confllet, misery, and social male
ad justment. This is the situation reported from Japan,

Hering then delimlte hypothesis areas that he believes need
further veriflcation. Certein questions need yet to be answered,
Are the patterns of psrsonel development here suggested universal?
that other patierns of personal charecter appeer, and what is
thelr staticstlcal frequency of occurence? IYresent knowladge is
inadequate, spotty, unverifiad, non-specific, and preclude genere
alizatlion., e further suggests that most of our knowlzdge suffers
from wartime bias.a

If an anthropologist wishee to go to Japan, Harirg warns, he
should bs prepared to remain a long time there and not be anxious
to leave after a few months of investlgation, Only then will he
really learn something of the people and be in a position to
verify his hypothetical assumptions, Iiaring also believes that
rassarch into Japarese mentality should be coorperative and organe
1zed on a definite plan, He belleves that personnel for such a
group to study thie mentallty should be selected from anthropole
ogists familiar with Japan and her history, psychologlsts and

psychoanalysts, and sociologlsts,

81v14., p. 422,




CHAPTER IV
7Z3TON LA BARRZ'3 S5TUDY

National character studies in method and objective have
tended to be soclologlcal, anthropological, psychological, and
soclo~psychological, In these interdisciplinary studies each dise
cipline contributes perspectives that clarify natlonal character
profiles. Clinical psychology has contributed to this interdisci-
plinary fleld, and Dr. Weston LaBarre‘ has made a contribution
representative of thls field which has offered data previously
unknown to those of other branches of national character study.

Honigmann has pointed out that the theory underlying research
in culture and personality comes from several realms of knowledge
but particularly from psychology and psychiatry. To deal with
facts of personality in group situations the student must be fa-
milar with already discovered laws, hypotheses, concepts, and
assumptions concerning human behavior.2 The relationship between

the sclences 1s clear and laBarre's contributlion is significant as

‘LaBarre received his A.B. degree from Princeton University
In 1933 and his Ph.D. degree from Yale University in 1937. Direct
observation in the relocation camp forms the basis for his statee
ments on Japanese national character., His study was published in
Psychiatry, VIII (August, 1945), pp. 319-342, and 1ts title is
Some Observations on Character Structure in the Orlent: The
Japanese,"

2Honigmann, P. Tte
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roted in the first chapter of tals thesis.

The methodology used by La3arre was that used by all clinieal
psychologists of hils residence and research among the intarmees at
tne Central Utah ¥rojeet, war Relocatlon Authority, Topaz, Utsh,
in 1943, The subjJects of laBarre's study were primarily of issel,
or first gcneration aliens, and kibel, those who have visited and
returned from Japan. The second generation nlsel wers thought to
be too‘thoroughly Americanized for valld inferential purposss.3

The findings of LaBarre are outlined in the article under
definite hoedings. However, an initiel general statement sets tha
tenor of the rest of ths articla, laBarre tells us that "the Jape
enese are probably the most compulsive people in the world othnoe-
logical museum.“4

LaBarre tails ug that the clinical aralysts have shown that
in the psychoe-genasis of tha compulsive picture, the cruclal
trauma 1s at the aral level of development. There 1s only a posge
sibility of traumata at the oral 1evel.5 Many authors put the
oral stage of development from birth to the end of the first ysar

and the anal stage from the beginning of the second yazar to the

5LaBarre, ngghga&gz. ViiI, 326, Lindesmith and strauss, "A
Critique of Culture-rersonality wWritings," Amegiggg 322%2&251g§l
Review, XV (October 1950}, p. 596, using the avidence of Harol
Crlansky, severasly criticize laParrs's methodology.

*Iv1a.

SIbid.
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end of the fourth year.

LaBarre also belleves that the compulsive character is tnus
largely the product of severity or cruelty during the period of
cleanliness training, in which the child is forced to relinquish
primary gratificatlions and to take on culturally colored conditions
ing of the sphincter muscles.6

laBarre's findings demonstrate some twenty expressions of the
basic compulsive personality. The characterlistics of thls type of
personality ocour, laBarre tells us, "with great consistency in
typlcal Japanese character structure.“7 The statement of hils
findings is accompanied by his psychoiogical explanations, which
ere generally in terms of child~tralning practices.

Secretiveness in the hiding of emdtions and attitudes,
laBarre states, is the first characteristic noted by Americans of
the Japanese people. Appealing to psychoanalysis, LaBarre says
that those trained in this fleld report extreme politeness in the
Japanese which 1s a reaction~formation against repressed hostile
aggressiveness. Overtones of hostility in extreme politeness have
also been recognized. This reaction is expressed in the varying
grades of the Japanese honorific language. The basic function of
Japanese politeness 1s to use the conventional to mask the resl in

emotions. For the compulsive Japanese, there 1s little immediate

SIpid.

TIpid., p. 327.
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2xternalizing of fe2lings. Thls 1s especlally trus of taelr age
csressive feellngs.

It 1s likewlse characteristic of the Japanese to guard pre-
ssrvation and persistency in thelr lives. The Japanese fight to
the bitter end, even in the face of certaln defeat and destruction,
This has been authenticated in their previous history. Japanese
soldiers go through a period of indoctrination in which esach is
taught that he is symbollcally dead when he leaves hils country.

As he may permit himself neither retreat nor departure in battle,
his only way out is physical death.

LaBarre recognizes this facet of thelr behavior to be due to
their fundamental compulsive characteristlc of always completing
any undertaking once begun,

The Japanesa are found to be extremely consclentious. LaBarre
claims that rigld standards of discipline and performance in the
compulgive and consclentlous person are the result of severe condle
tioning during the period of tollet tralining. Mothers foree thelr
children to conform to standards of sphincter training in such wise]
that the children generallze thls sensitivity to other behavioral
areas,

The Japanese child 1s nursad until another child 1s expected
by the mother. Temper tantrums are the result of this displace=-
ment from an over-indulged babyhood. At this time the father
glves greater attention to the chlld., PFathers never seem to tire

of belng with their very young children. A love for the father
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grows in the child while the mother has been training the child dby
weaning and tollet-training. As a result, towards herself the
mother engenders only hostllity. Any real or symbolic revolt,
however, against parental authority 1s quite unthinkable,

Another quality of the compulsive personality is his self-
righteousness. It is belleved that from a consclous sense of
successful, but sometimes difficult, obedlsnce to a tyrannical
superego or conscience, the ego feels 1t has earned the right to
its unassallable sense of correctness and probity. The superego
is not questioned as to its existence or function, but remains
psychologically unassallable,

A tendency to project attitudes is another expression of this
personality. This 1s done to save the self-righteousness. "To
retain one's feelings of self-righteousness intact,” says Laﬁarra,
"1t 1s often necessary to repudiate, to 'exerete,' or get rid of,
ﬁotives which, 1f conscious, would not be sanctioned by the supere

ego."8

This 1s commonly done through the projectlon mechanlsm,

.The ego's common sense may sometimes obscurely question the
extravagances of the superego. IaBarre calls fanaticism the
product of this struggle agalnst a sadistlc superego. He explains
that unless the conditlons of reallty allow a certaln balance to
the compulsive, the strain will increase to such a degree that

there is manic flight from the hounding of one's comnsclence, If

8Ibid., P. 330,
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this does not coms about, then a total abdication of the ego to
the superego will take place snd there will bde a turning inward ups
on tha self of the bullteup aggressiveness. OConfllict would be too
simple a term for this aspect of personality. A selfe-destructive
punishment, even sulolde, is common in the latter phmse of this
reaction,

Arrogance, another facet of the compulasive, LaBarre finds to
cons from mixed origins. There seems to be partial identificmtion
with the selfeimage, In this, one takes pride since 1t should
represent a certaln superiority. However, there is a certain
reasction«formation of arrogance built against one's own feelings
of inferiority. This latter phase, the inferiority complex, is
quite common in the Japanese personality,

The characteristic of "touchiness," LaBarre calls it, can be
understood 1n view of the féct that an easily affronted pride
argues to a wsak and insecure ego. Ipn sueh compulsive personality
the sgc 18 weak by reason of ite frequent defeats in the hands of
the overlympowerful and sadistio superego. Ceremonial sulclde, or
bara-kirl, has as its basis the desire for a spectacular revenge
against & sense of outraged "fage.,” The Japanese camnnot allow
anything to interfere with tﬁeir sélf-cannopt. dhenever any Obe
Ject thrnat&nx the sacurity of this concept, there is premeditated
warfara organized to defend the waning loass of face,

Prooiseness is a further quality attributed to the Japanese,
laBarre reports that it has shown 1tself in the manner in which
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the nation has changed in a mere matter of decades from a medieval
feudal agricultural society to the only important industrial nae
tion in the Eastern hemisphers, The Japanese have a tremendous
natural drive which, when allowéd to express itself, has acoome
plished tremendous feats, +hat they have accomplished has been
done with precision and perfectionism,

A further index of the compulsive personality 1s notable
cleanliness, ILaBarre finds the Japanese to be almost fanatical in
thalir neatness and ritualistic clesanliness. Visitors to Japan
remark how neat and clean are the Japanese dwellings. EZven the
poorest of people there look forward to at least a weekly bath,
laBarre attributes this to childhood conditioning in cleanliness
patterns, Bven though the Japanesze baby may be allowed great fraes
dom and is given almost every oomfort, he is never allowed to disw
turd the order and cleanliness of his surroundings, Kot only does
their oare for cleanliness extend to their persons and their sure
roundings, but even to symbolic lengths in their religion, 3Shinto
is a ritual of purification,

As early as six months after birth the Japanese infant is
foreidbly taught how to maks proper bows of respect. Before he is
2 year old he has been taught how tc s8it quite stiffly on his
haunches, The Japanese people are extremely ceremonious, The
ramifications of this quality are farereaching, laBarre states,
The child is taught to hide any thoughts of 1ll-feeling and to

express cutwardly only remarks that conform to respect and politee
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ness,

The ceremoniousness peculiar to the Japanese reaches 1t
height in the no pleoys and in the famous chanoyu or tea ceremony.
It is sufficient to relate that the ceremoniousness of the Jepae
nese in soclal intercourse, according to LaBarre, 1s one of the
most salient factors whiech go to make up their character.

3ince the Japanese are respectful and are taught from an
early age to obey authority, conformity to rule 1s one of their
chief attributes., Both in and out of school, children learn to
obey by means of sanction. Japanese children learn to fear ridi-
cule and as they have a highly developed sense of "touchiness™ in
this regard, they are afraid to do anything which #111 bring iidin
cule to them or their family name. Behind the fear of "losing
face" 1s the fear of ridicule and ostracism. They are élways SCTUS
puloﬁs in avoiding ridicule arlsing from actlions made in public
which are contrary to custom.

The term parentalism is a word colned by LaBarre which he
uses to contrast a concept of parent-centered living with the
sibling organization of soclety In Britain, America, and Russis,
Farentalism he describes as a "carry-over"” into social structure
of the emotional and power-oonétellations'of the individual par-
ent-centered family.9 In Japan this parentalism 1s qulte explicit

and 1s notliced in many forms of Japanese living. The whole plan

91vid,, p. 334,
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of education is based on this parentalisme--in obeying commands of
teachers and in carrying out assignments under the watchful sye of
ths parent who gives the teacher his status of authority. A schoolf
child caught dolng anytihing out of the ordinary has been thereby
disobedient to the teacher, and deserves to be scorned or lgnored
by his c¢lassmates, These faots are important when ons considers
the compulsive Japanese character. This type of personality,
IaBarre says, is shaped by punishment for any and all activity
which has been none-conformist im character,

IaBarre informs us that in no way should 1t be understood
that such a compulsive personality i1s completely passive and shows
no signs of aggression, The aggression is unmistakadbly there.
laBarre prooseds to demonstrate the expression of this aggression,

The compulsive character has two ways of expressing his tene
gion, He may do sc in a mamic or a depressive behavior. IaBarre
believes that, given a madistic superego, the Japansse often do
not f£1ly from the tension felt, but rather give total surrender to
the tyrannical superogo.‘o

Sugcessful ravolt against a father-figure 1s completely une
heard of because ef rigidlyeinstilled reversnce for authority and
parental jurisdiction. IaBarre cltes, however, two sadistioc and
two masochistio expressions of the storsde-up affect. The sadistic
might be designated as male dominancae oxr terrorism; the nasaahisti#

10rpid., p. 335.




might be designated as hypochondriasis aﬁd suicide,

The Japanese male baby is forbidden all aggression against
his male authority-figures. On the other hand, the male baby is
allowed to shower his mother and sisters with insults and physical
Injury. By the age of four he has learnad that it is quite permis
sible to get rid of penteup emotions by expressing dislike iz the
forms of striking, biting, and kicking upon females, The male
commands; the despised female world must obey.

LaBarre sees the relationship between this dominance of the
male over the female and the Japanese domlnance over weaker, agngs
"inferior," peoples. This is evidenced in the Japanese treatment
of Koreans and the well-authenticated "rape of Nanklng."H

It 1s likewise trus, according to‘LaBarre, that thé Japanese
is reluctant to "stick out his neck" in public. He compulsively
needs the cloak éf pudlie conformit} and approval, However, if a
person knows that the group holds him in darkness and anonymity,
he vents his aggression in some form or other. This is what
IlaBarre has termed terrorism. Incidents are cited of attacks at
night in the Topaz Relocation Center. Terroristic methods in kill.
ing eare not uncommon in Japan, But terrorism, as a psychological
technique, has its own severe self-limitations. In some Japanese
1t is found that they are deeply frightened by the unaccustomed
violence of their inhibited aggression, for they expect thelr

"M 1p1d., p. 336
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victims to be as frightened as they are by 1t.

The masochlistic expression of Japanase inhibited aggresszion
takes either of two forams, suleide or hypochondriasis. The latter
is the symbolic equivalent of the former. ILaBarre says that 1f
his compulaion dlagnosis is valid, then the explanation for Japae
neso sulclde 1s relatively simple. Due to the raspect for the
father-figure engendered in svery Japanese from infancy, the fae
ther~figure with all his tyranny is symbolically unassailable, It
would then follow that one of the theoretically possible mechaw
nlsms could be a turning back masochistically upon ths self of the
aggression, The mild form of this is selfedepreciation and tha
more severe form 1s the selfepunishment of hypochondrissis. The
most severe form, et'eourao. of this depreassive masoochism 138 sule
clde.

Cases are cited by leBarre for the purpose of acquainting his
Western readers with the lineldence of sulcide among the Japanese.
Americarn marines saw and reported these incidences of suicide
during the war., Some Japanese took their own lives in a ceremo-
nious manner, completaly incredibls to American ayes,

laBarre realizes full well that the situation in the Topaz
camp was quite artificial. Nonetheless, the magnified importance
of the health center, and especially of the kitchen and diet
schedule, grew dally in the minds of the intermed Japanese. A
previously existing semi-religious health cult, the Selgho-noiye,
enjoyed a vigorpus revival in the camp. It was a Christian Scie-
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ence group whose central alm was not salvatlion or immortality or
an ethiecal eoda, but health, A number of other cults also rose up
which reflacted the masochistic behavior among mneurotics in the
camp., But laest one think such hypochondriasis exists only in the
Japanese-American ¥War Relocation camps, laBarre reports that this
magochlatioc expresslon is likewise found in the cultural 1lifs of
Japanase in their own country. Several advertisements are cited
from Japanese newspapers to reveal this characteristic. One typi-
cal sdvertisement reads:

3IX«~CHARACTER MEDICINZ: This mediocine is preparesd
from gall of a rare animal and herbs and barks of
trees highly ocurable character properly mizxed.
"The 3ixeCharacter Medicine" 1g mainly good for the
following diseasest Food~polsoning, morning after,
heat~stroke, belly-ache, vomiting, less urlne,
tootheachs, lumbago, head~ache, constipation, moist
cough, alcoholle poisonl§§, neutralization ?5 polsons,
orying at night, teeth-grinding and others,
The diseases, says laBarre, which were chosen for cure are not
without their paychiatric signifiecance.

Suspiciousness, also noted by laBarre, is due to one's own
unconscious hostility. The Japanese spy aystem during the war was
widely known. Jealousy and envy, to name two more, are fortified
by the sharp contrast between the suckling Japanese child and the
recently-weaned toddler who now must take second place 1o the newe
born sibling,

LaBarre states that 1t is characteristic of the compulsive to

121b;dug Pe 339
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have a vaery unstable and variable sense of self-worth. This is
due very often to the changing tides of the struggle between the
¢go and the superego.

It 18 notioced 1n Japansse poetry, their drama, and art that
ths people of Japan are pedantic to the polint that their care for
mlnutise and formalism is detrimental to the art-form expressed.
The tea ceremony and the theory and praotice of flower arrangement
are slaborately pedantic also. The meticulousness of Japanese art
is soarcely rivalled in the East. Psychologically this is quite
consistant, ILaBarre maintains, with the compulsive nature of the
people and thelr preococupation with little things.

Sentimentality 1s essaontlally a masquerading of stersotyped
rehearsad affeotlon, according to laBarre. It is notable too ‘that
there 18 a narrow range in whioch tho'Japanase may express their
sentiment, They may do #o at the cherry~blossom festlivals or at
the chrysanthemum~viewing parties. Spontaneous feeling one may
enjoy when alone, but expression of sentimentality is displayed
for the approval of an audience. It is in the latter expression
that the 3adist takes particular delight.

The finsl characteristic cited by laBarre in dellneating the
compulsive character of the Japanese people is their love of scaw
tologiocal obscenity and anal sexuality. Japanese jokes are more
often of the bathroom than of the bedroom. Scatelogical humor is,
according to laBarre, a permitted aggression upon taboos that are

of a traumstiec naturej and, in another sense, 2 return of the ree-
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pressed pleasure itself. The latter 1s permitted because 1t 1s
"only in fun," This 18 lLaBarre's explanation.

‘ Thus LaBérre delineatas the Japanese compulsive character,
The monolithic nature of their activity is doth amazing and satise
fying to laBarre., If the concept of a compulsive personality is
drawn correctly, then the Japanese people as a nation possess all
its qualities. It is the compulsive personality that is the ns-

tional character of thes Japanese.




JHAPTZR V

THE CONSISTENCIES AND INCORSISTENCIES IN THE THREE STUDIES
COMPARISON =~ RESOLUTION

Previous chapters have analyzed the work of each author
individually, The present chapter discusses similarities and 4i=-
vargencies found in (1) basic explanations of spacific findings of
the thrae authors, (2) child~training practices considered in the
atudies, (3) adolescent and adult personality charascteristiocs, (4)
problens of methodology, and, finally, (%) conclusions and generw
alizations, The analysis will respact both the agraemsnts and
discrepancies found in the thrse studles.

Benedict's study fundementally is a delineation of adult
tehavioral patterns that conter around the three ccre concspts of
gself-gratification, self«indulgences, and on paid to the Emperor,
ancestors, and acquaintances:. All ramifiocations of thase ars ex-
plained in terms of antscedsnt child-training proceduras.

Haying shows in his summary of studies of other analysts that
they explain personality characteristics by child~training prace
tices, His explanation of what he himself found in Japan 1is also
formulated in terms of child«training.

laBarra's major insight into the Japanssae charactsr is its
compulsiveness, Not every characteristic of this personality is
explained by ILaBarre in terms of childe«training practices. But

57
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laBarre's alternative explanations can in turn be easily traced to
early training practices,

The similarity in the explanations above can easlly be seen,
Almost every finding or personality characteristic is interpreted
as one or other aspect of Japanese child«training practices. The
authors may not asoribe the same proximate explanation for any
given adult personality characteristic, but they look to childe
training practice for an understanding of remote causation.

Ten child«training practices are listed in the three authors,

Benedict' and Haring®

both mention that infancy 1s the period of
indulgence, and that only later are restrictions imposed. The

fact that boys are given greater attention than girls throughout
their childhood and teen-age years is obsaerved by both Benedict3

and Haring.4 All three authors note that the time of weaning

6 7

takes place when a sibling is expected.S Benedict™ and Haring
point out that walking is usually imposed on the child after its

first year. The epitome of respect for parents 1s bowing, which

3ee above, p. 23.
See above, p. 38.
See above, p. 25.
See above, p. 38.
Jee above, pp. 22, 38, and 46,
Jee above, p. 22.

See above, p. 38.
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8 That the mother is

is unanimously attested to by the authors.
the object of the child's temper tantrums i1s also noted by all
three authora.g This phenomenon is8 true of both ssxes while very
young; but once the chlildren should know better, girls are not al-
lowed to express their frustrations in this way, even though the

boy is permitted to do so. Banediot1o "

and Haring both comment
on this. All three authors say that at a very early age the child
is taught to fear ridioule.12 The toilet-training practices as
part of child training are briefly alluded to by Benediot.13
Hnring’h observes the rigld tollet-training and comments on scate
ologlcal interpretations of personality, to which some authors dee
vote much time. LaBarre‘s on this point spesks of a demanding and

gevere conditioning during the period of tollet-tralning., He

BSae above, pp. 17, 39, and 49,

9See above, pp. 23, 39, and 47.
10

11

See above, p. 25.
See above, p. 40.
123@9 above, pp. 25, 40, and 47,
13306 above, p. 22.

MH‘aring, "Aspects of Personal Character in Japan," Personal
Character, p. 416. .

’5830 above, pp. 45=-46,




agrees with Gorer's16 obgervations on this aspect of Japanese

training. Respect for the Emperor 1s remarked by all three of the
17

18

authors; and, finally, proper sitting position is cited by

Benedict 19

and IaBarre as being learned at a very early age.
Thus the authors approach a unity in observance and explanation of
Japanese practices in ochild training.

Later personality characteristies, however, while observed by
more than one author, are not explained uniformly by each. In
thirteen instances they offer divergent explanations for basically
the same phenomenon.

20 13

Compulsiveness with small objects, according to Haring,
a typlcal Japanese characteristic. He sees this as a 3ymbol of
lost pleasures of infancy which centsred in the manipulation of a
highly interesting "little thing" by mother or nursemaid. But

21

LaBarre maintains this compulsiveness should be traced back to a

crucial trauma at the anal or oral level of development. For

‘éLaBarre makes reference on p. 329 of hils study to Gorer's
work which was at the time of LaBarre's writing unknown to him,
yet it was glven attention in Time magazine in the August 7, 1944,
lssue.

T3ee above, pp. 16, 33, and 49.
1BSe& above, p. 23.

193¢0 above, p. 49.
3ee above, p. 41,

Jee above, p. 44.
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IaBarre compulsiveness 1s the product of severity or cruelty dure
ing the perlod of cleanliness training of sphincter muscles. Ine
deed, all the authors agre2 that compulsiveness is a Japanese
tralt; they do not agree on the training practice which has bean
its cause,

The characteristic of extreme politeness, according to Bene~
dlct,22 is taught the child in its first years when told to "take
his proper station” in relation to the Emperor, parents, broéhers,
and sisters. From.the time the baby is carrled about on its
mother's back, it learns respect for others as she bows to acknowl
edge them, Benedlct malntalins these bows are not simply formalise
tic and unconscious, but a deliberate recognition of the hilerarchy
of sex and generation. Haring,23 however, attributes this extreme
politeness to a basically feudalistic mentality. When given to
the Emperor, this politeness 1s a key concept in understanding the
Japanese character, Haring sees this as the aim of all Japanese

education, But LaBarre,24

who offers a psychoanzalytic explanation
contends that it is a reactlion formation against repressed hostlle
aggressiveneas, Overtones of hostility have been noted in this

extreme politeness whose funcition 1s to hide feellings of hostility

behind honorific language. Here again the samec characteristic is

22500 above, p. 16,

23398 above, P 34,

24See above, p. 45,
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racognised by the suthors, but 1is explained differently dy esoh.
Benediot and Haring disagree in their explanation of the Jap=
ansse people's attitude toward sex in gensrsal, Benediot? says
that sex, Jjust as any other human phenomenon, is regarded as good
in 1tz minor place in life. Married men may take mistresses} this
is good and not at all incongruous with affeotion for their famie
lies, Even the sarly life of the Japanese child 1s found to have
considerable freadom in terms of masturbation and genital manipue
26 Haring§7
on the contrary, etates that to the Japanese life ig worthless and

lation. Geishas teaoh the young men how to make love,

may ba discarded and love is obscene and of no anduring oonsee
quance. To Haring thess attitudes symbolize the repudiation of
sex and the wvaslus of the human bedy, Clearly Benedict and Haring
disagree here on the place of sex in the Japanese hlerarchy of
values, This is one of the few findings made by the analysts
whose explanation invelves such contradictory differsnces of opine
lon,

Homosexual behavior, according to ﬁanediat.ga

hes been cone
doned in Japan. It is consonant with the principle of selfegratie
fiocation, whioch Benediot maintains is the second key concept in

253.0 sbova, p. 19.

26500 above, p. 25,

27300 above, p. 41,

28300 above, pe. 19,
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understanding the Japanese character., Furthermore, becmuse the
Japanese place an extraordinary valua on physiocal pleasurs, Haring
sees in homosaexual activity a reaction to infantile rruntrltten.zg
Agocording to his explanation the sdolascent Japanese male finds
sox a symbol of frustrated sggression and desire for dominance,

In Japan homosexuality is the accepted mode of alleviating such
frustration, he says, Benediet and Haring thus explain Japanese
homosexuality differently.

It 1= basle, too, that the Japanese male has a contempt for
his wife, During adolescence, BanadiotBo points out, girls learn
their role in marriage is that of a faithful wife, while her huse
band may openly indulge in extra-marital relations, 7The wife at
this time, howsver, is not allowed this fresdom, but may instead
turn to the soclally accepted forms of female masturbation, Acw
sording to Hhrins,3‘ the approved pattern of masculine beshavior in
Japan is sutoeerotic or naroissistic. He believes that this phase
of male development is the natural outcome of early childetraining
sxperiences, Because the female is relsgated to an inferior place
in Japan, mutuality in love is naturally excluded, A man's wife

is but a necsssary link in the perpetuation of his family, In

2930! adbove, D. 40,
30

31

See above, p. 25,

3ee adove, p. 40,
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this case there is general similerity in the reasoning of Benedict
and Haring.

The Japanese throughout their history show perseverence in
thelr undertakings to the point of compulsiveness. InBarr032 says
this 18 an expression of their determination which he finds dasic
to0 the personality. Both Benedict33 and Huring3a point to this
persistence in the way the Japanese, though unfalthful to their
wives, doggedly meintain the externsls of family struocture., The
outward falthfulness merely satisfies sccepted customs, which, 1if
viclated, would omuse loss of face and subsequent ridloule from
famlly and friends. The sooclal disapproval that comes 10 an un=
faithful husband or wife arises from national custom and is not
related to any phase of ohildetraining.

However the Japanese are excepilonally conscientlous,
LaﬁarreBS #ees here a reflection of rigid standards of discipline
and performance, These are traced to harsh tollet~training prace
tices, Hhrina35 contends that this consclientliousness 18 neare
pathological in naturej however, he does not specifically relate
it to savere tollet-tralining.

323ee above, p. 46.
33333 above, p. 25.
3#390 above, p. 40,
B3ee above, p« 46,
See abave, p. 41,
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LaBarr9371ntsrpratu Japanese fanatiolsm in terms of a strugglel
against a sadlatic superego. If the struggle should happen to bde
to0o great, it results in manie flight, Selfedsstructive punishe
ment-«gven suloclde-«is common in the later phames of this reaction,|
IaBarre stetes., Haring, C however, remarks that the fanstioclsm of
the Japanese is self.righteous, Yet knowing him own limitations,
Haring points out thet this charaoteristic is highly significant t¢g
the psychoanalyst, though he himself refrains from any explanatianﬁ
Arrogance is singled out dy LaBnrre39 a8 another characterise
tic of the Japanese that comes from mixed origins. He says it 1is
a partial identification with the self~image and also 1s a reacw
tioneformation built against one's own feelings of inferiority.

Haring,©

again, while mentioning it, can offer no direct explanae
tion.

In her treatment of Japansse tollet«training practices
Banediat“’ insists on adult cleanliness as having important ramifi#
cations in many phases of Japanese life, Haringaz also, in exe

plaining the significance of tolletetraining prectices, shows how

Tsee above, D« 47,
38333 above, pe. 41,
39506 above, p. 48,
40540 above, P« 42,
4‘890 above, DPe 224

428&& above, p. 38,
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this principle of clsanliness is instilled into the child for lifej
IaBarreaj explains this Japanese characteristic by childhood condil
tioning in cleanliness patterns, 3ven though im childhood the Japse
anese ¢hild iz allowsd much freedom and indulgence, he 1s never al4
lowed to violate cleanliness of his body or surroundings. This
pame feaot is attested to he doth BonadiotM and Earing.45 LaParre
remarks further that Shinto, so prevalsnt in Japan, 1s a ritual of
purification, whioh shows how the cleanliness principle has made
its way even into the moral lives of the people, DBenedict, Haring
and IaBarre here agree in their findings and sxplanations.
A8 to the expression of childhood emotion, Eanediotéé
slzes that self-indulgence is allowed c¢hlldren towards the mother,
yet is prohibited toward the father and other authority-figurea,.
Haring,47 t00, points out that temper tantrums are permitted the

male child toward the mother alone, Girls, on the other hand,
483

emphaw

must simply suppress such emotions, ILaBarre observes that the

Japanese male baby is forbldden all aggression against his male

43330 above, p. 49,
44

See above, p. 24,

&saac above, p. 38.
46

47
48

3ee above, p. 23
Jee ebove, p. 39,

Jee adbove, p. 52.
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authority figures, By the age of four the ohild krows he can laaaﬁ
all his pente~up emotions upon his mother. Toward all females he
indulges in various forms of kicking, biting, and striking. All
three authors here agree that these attitudss toward the perents
are ingrained quite early in the Japansse children.

A precccupation with small objeocts 1s a Japanese characterise
tic noted by xaring.hg He says they are almost compulsive in this
and suggests that perhaps it symbolizes lost pleasurss of childe
hood, such as genitel manipulation, Laﬁarreso notes this aame
characteristic in the rigid conventions followed by the Japanese
in their poetry, drams, flower arrangements, tea ceremonies, All
of these involve rigid concern for minutiae and small objlects, He
explains ths characteristic dy saying 1t may be attriduted to the
complexity of the people's psychologiocal make-up, Because of the
vaguensss of laBarre's explanation, it is diffioult to judge whethd
er Haring and he disagree or agrae,

The c¢eramonious nature of the people is attridbuted by Bene=
diet51 to the early training children receive in respect for and
bows to the Emperor and family. She bellieves this attests to
their profound sense of hierarchy in sex, generation, and famlly

493&3 above, p. 41,
0340 above, p. 55.
513“ above, D. 17e
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ties. Haringsg alleges that bowing epitnmizés the people's respeoc

g

for their parents, LaBarr353 contends that this ceremonlousness
resulis in hiding thoughts of ill~.feaeling. He mainteins, indeed,
that cersmonicusness in social intercourse 1s one of the sallent
factors in their character make-up. The three authors are here
unanimous in their report of the facts, but, again, differ in
their explianations,

Thus it is olear that three reputable and representative au=
thors have attained some unity in reporting the Japanese national
phenomenon, the same basic characteristios., It is c¢lear, too,
that they then proceed %o diversity in their respective sxplanse
tions of data agreed upon. 3uch diversity in the face of unity
can be understood and evaluated only by & conslderaticn of the
ambigulty and diversity underiying the msthodology, disciplinary
presuppoaitions and orlentations of the three authors involved,

Benedict, for example, dld her work as a cultural anthropole
oglist through indireot contact with the psople. 3he began with
the fundamental supposition that the Japanaese people acted the
same way in and out of war, Since Benedict wanted to know how the
peocple would act during war, she had to analyze the people as she
found them in & pre~vwar Japan, This she has done., Haring, recogw

v

nizing her war~time limitations, thought it necessary t¢ make posts

52830 sbove, p. 39

53533 above, p. 48,
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war studies in order to galn a more accurate piloture, Aind, as
expected, he found the people had changed after having gone through
the cataclysmlc experience of war. Given a new set of olrcume
stances for any length of time, the living creature adapts itself
end adopts patterns of activity different from those it had antee
cedently., This is espeoially true of the set of circumstances are
the ssvere incidents of war, for these unmistakably change attie
tudes and plans for future activity.

Begause Denedict was deprived of a field trip to Japan, she
turned primearily 4o literaturs for data on the chsracter of the
people, The litersture she analyzed must be representative of all
the literature on the people's customs and habits., It muet be
questioned how Bsnediot could make & sampling accurste enough to
generalize about & nation's personal character., It must be ques=
tionad, too, how far back inte the people's history such desorip~
tions of their habits and customs took Benedict. There is no
indication in her writings what works were consulted nor their
dates, She has presented us with her findings and her interpreta.
tions, Her sources and mathods leave much room for question and
this ambiguity alone could account for diversity in her fiidings
and those of Haring and lLaBarre,

Benedioct cbserved and interviewed Japanese in Americs who had
been reared in Japan, ISome were of Japanese parentage and others
were Americans who had grown up in Japan., Before her findings can
enjoy universal velidity, examination must be made of Benediot's
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method in choosing those she interviewed. It should be asked, too
whether Densdict determined how long these psople had lived in
Japan and whether thay came from the same sooclal, hereditary, or
economic grouping. Intelligent and plannad sampling 1s relevant
to the delineation of an accurats ploture of a nation's character.
This phass of the methodology can not be over-stressad and if nege
lectad would easlily contribute to diversity in finding, under
standing, or interpretatlion,

Hdotion pictures were another data source wilch Benedlot cone
sulted in detarmining the Japanese national character. She lime
ited hersolf to motion plotures that had been produced in Japan,
These she classifled as propaganda, historiczl, and contemporary
life moviaes, Ifropaganda films would be tendentious and biased,
Movies of contemporary life ignore influences from earllier cene~
turiss and tend to blur the sociological differences between the
modern home, offico, factory, and farm, or political, military,
and socgial 1life of a people, Yet Benediot gives no indiecation of
the method used to attain a sampling needed to jJustify hex
induotions,

Thus Bsnedict's lack of clarity in sources, selection, and
egpecially in suppositions and methods can be invoked to explain
the differences which have been found to exist bstween her results
and those of Haring and laBarre,

For himself, Haring has taken the role of the ocultural anthro4
pologist and direot observer in his study of the Japanese, A8 a
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partlicipant observer Haring visited several sreas for his researchj
since he could not participate in every mode of Japanese life, it
was 0of the greatest importance to determine which localitiss were
"typlcal" of the whole nation and each level of its soclal strati-
fioation; But Haring indicates nelther the territories in which
he made his study nor what norms he used in their selection. This
ambizulty could itself account for the diversity in Haring's con-
clusions from those of Benedict and LaBarre.

In making his studiee of Japanase national character, laBarre|
as a olinical psychologist, based his conclusions on experience
among internees of a war relocatlon camp. Under such limitsd cone
ditlons, ware-time conditions of resentment, hostility, coercion,
suspiclion, and mass transplantation of peoples, 1t 1s questionable
whether his observations of thess Japanese could be the basis for
generalized conclusions on Jepaness national character, The artie
fiocial and confining conditlions of camp life inhibited natural
oxpression of cuatoms and practices native to Japan. Internees,
it must be remembared, had spent not a little time in the United
3tates before belng forcibly relocated in camp., These people had
indeed undergone & certaln degres of Americanization., In view of
thie, their behavior patterns may not at all accurately reflect a
true ploture of the Japanese national character. Because of the
war this deficiency in laBarre's sselection was unavicdable, but
itself may explaln any diversity in his findings from those of
Benedict and Haring.
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ihus some of the diversity and inconsistency in findirgs can
be explained in terms of personal errors, misapplication of othere
wise valid dieciplinary procedures, and lack of competance on the
individual reseercher's part, Henedict erred in converting enthro=
pology into soclology. Here research further suffered from her
inability to meke significant personzl contacts. Haring's work
glves scant evidence of s sufficiently broad sampling nor of a
systematically significant anslysis to Justify nationasl universale
ity for his findings. The wider he broadened the base of research,
£8 he himself admits, the less confidence he ned in his findings.
naretime blas has hindered laBarre in hls work.

But most of the inconslistenclies can bs understood to be inherw
ent in the very structure of natlonal character study. Thay orige
inate from the very diversity of the disciplinee involved. Bene=
dict, the cultural anthropologist limited to sescondary sources,
makes much of tolletetraining practices. laBarre's report comes
in terma of symbolic reference, frustration, suppression, and come
pensation. iHaring with kls historical sense, sees the same phenome
ena but must go back to the feudalistic cast of the Japanese mind
t0 explain the behavioral patterns now present in time and space.
Indeed, to the casual reader the thres studiss seom disparate, dles
Jointed and unrelated.

Clearly, in these studies, subject matter, orientation, ainm,
and method do differ, for these three authors have approsched

their subject from independent viewpolntis, isolated from one ane
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other, without the possibility or wish for community of effort.
Having followed indepsndent disciplines, their results are differe
ent, diverse, sometimes sesmingly contrary, but never contradictoe
ry. However, the disoiplines, though isolated, are supplementary,
not mutually destructive.

Benedict herself was deeply impressed by the harsh methods of
tellst training, enforced practices of external, formalistle
respsct, sharp repression of hostllity feeling to authority fige
ures, and the explosive nature of the Japanese male child's reasce
tion to its mother. Haring notes the Japanese formalism and the
almost serfelike attitude of awe and respect demanded by imperor
and State., IleBarre has emphasized the extremes of masochism and
narcissistic male love as features remarkable in Japsnese patterns
of emotional expression.

Yet these are but three phenomenological levels of the same
data sources. Behind the three reports there lies the possibility
of a synthesis whioch shows the Japansess character as marked by
necessity and compulsion., DBenedict indicates childhood origilns,
daring polints to & rigld caste mentality, laBarre shows the come
pulsive personality in attempis to save itself from asollapse.
Though the reporis appear as diverse and unrelated, they can find
harmony in a higher synthesis, the compulsive personality.

That harmony in diversity can be found asmong these three aue
thors and among national character studles in general is the scope

of the present writer's contention. These three authors will
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yield to a higher synthesis in which the Japanese character stands
out compulsive in all 1t has hitherto done., That the Japanese
character is such in actual faot has been substantiated in a brile
liant article by Haring in 1953, in which he reports the striking
changes which the Japanese character has undergone in the rapld
moving postewar ysarw.sh

Haring meintains that since the elghth century A.D. the Japae
nese have produced historical chronicles, novels, postry, relie
glous treatises and discourses, In reading the "Manyoshu," an
elghth cantury anthology of poetry, or the oleveﬁth cantur& novel,
Iale of Gemjl, no one would apply the formula "compulsive psrson=
ality" to the Japanese of those far~off oenturies. They enjoyed
much fraadom, bore obligations lightly, were noi overawed by ancesd
tors or uimperor, were unpreocccupled with ceremonial sulclde, Yet
the people are much different in the twentieth century.55

The Japansese of modsrn times are products of a
dictatorship that foreshadowed the totalitarian
police states of the {wentleth century. Pre-war
militaristio Japan emerged naturally and without a

braeak from tggs background of three centuriles
preparation,

Sqﬁaring "Japanese Sational Charscter," Fersonal Character,
PPe A28t 3T o . .

SSM» s De 429,
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Haring contends that history reveals the answser for the differ=-

anca.57

Of particular importance to .aring were the succession of
Japanese rulers ag Oda Nobunaga, Toyotoml Hideyoshl, and Tokigawa
iyeyasu, cnd the establishment of the House of Tokygawa ithat would
dominate Japan for the two and a half centurlies up to the Second
dorld War. Detalled lews were laid down directing people into two
soclal classes and presoribing the exact nature of their house,
dress, food, and etiquetta,
Omnisclent esplonage kept everyone susplcious of his
own household, ZEnforcement of the codes davolved upon
ths two-sworded samural, professional warriors who
were authorized to decapitate on the spot anyons of
lesser status whose conduct was "other than expected."
The priece of survival was constart vigilance, meticulous
conformity to the numerous coaes and cultivation of a
smiling face--or at least a "deadpan"e.regardless of
real emotions. The survivors were those who learned
in early childhood to k2ep thelr own counsel, trust
no one, and gonform fanatically to whatever might
be ordered,®
These details are supplied by historieal documents,
In modern Japan the ancient discipline has been replased dy

gefficisnt centralized pollce., Respeect for the “mreror now stems

7Tha influence of ﬂistor¥ oan the american national charace
ter is shown in Gaoffray Gorer's 5§gglggg reople, A B8

! (Jew Yark, 194 and tortense rowdarmaker's
_;gg% (Boston, 1950). These authors agree
i as to the unmigtakable influence of history but go om
to show ths axisting frustration, anxiety, and competition in
imerica ara all the result of sconomic abundancz that 1s her inherw
tance,

5%Ip3d., p. 43C.
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from Shinto ideology which is & cult of fanatic loyalty to the ime
peror and supreme devotion to his state., FPollice stand guard pree
pared to enforce this loyalty and patriotic szeal upon the people.

In postewar Japan Harling has had the advaniage of studying
national character since the police state has vanished, IHe spent
nearly four months in 1952 asg & guest both in cities and on farms,
He noted the Japanese behavior had changed strikingly during the
twenty-slx years that he had besn absent from Japan., The people
of this decade have responded with enthusiasm to wider freedom in
speech, movement, and manners, In addition to thls and as a kind
of corroboration, Haring found a community of Japanese which had
remained in isolation from the Tokugawa discipline on the island of]
Amemi Oshims, The Japanese there are characterized as cheerful,
affectionate, frank, hospitable; their emotlons are open and unre=
preasged,

The taut repressions of the pre~war Japanese 40 not
appear in Amamians; they are not seoretive, do not
Fron e1f-rightesusness and sxaggerated consoisntious-
ness, are neithar fanatical nor arrogant, laock cersmone
for TituAl oleanilness witnin bounds.55 o Tooo o
It 1s almost as though these Japanese had just stepped from the
pages of the Manyoshu itself,
Thus, clearly Haring has contributed much to further charace

ter studies of Japan, He has had an admirable opportunity to subdbe

591v4d., pe 437.
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stantiate his historical insights and verify his surmise that feu-
dalism and tyranny have had a profound effect on Japanese behavior
He does not discredit Benedict's observations on cleanliness traind
ing, but calls for a re=appraisal of her work in the larger soclo-
logical end historical context of parental fear and anxiety come
municated more or less overtly to the Japanese child. Nor does he
reject the work of laBarre, but shows, indeed, the depth of the
character traits involved, by pointing to the length of time Japa=
nese history has spent in thelr development., Haring thus indle
rectly confirms the maln contention of the present writer that one
can resolve much of the diversity in finding and interpretation by
the realization that the individual disciplines involved were 1so-
lated and that their results, far from being contradictory, are
actually complementary, in an intelligent hierarchy of value Jjudge<4
ments.

The interpretations and explanations of the authors, 11kawiseﬂ
while not similer, may be easily harmonized, once seen as three
deepening perspectives in the analysis of a common phenomenon,

The characteristic of extreme politeness found in the Japanese 1is
reported by all three authars.so Benedict explains it on one
level of meaning when she says it is learned from early childhood
in the form of respectful bows made by the child's mother. Haring

offers a further explanatlion when he says this politeness 18 roote

60333 above, pp. 17, 34, and 45,
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ed in the mentality of the people, which is feudalistic at its
core. laBarre explains the phenomenon psychoanalytically as & re=-
action formation against repressed hostile aggressiveness. Thus
all three offer explanations which, while differing, can bve seen
merely to go deeper into the meaning level dasired.

Benediot's explanations are baslcally centered around a few
generalizations, These include knowing one's place with regard to
the Emperor, family, friends; the indulgence principle; and the
self-gratification principle. Most of Haring's explanations are
tinged with psychological terminology. He himself admite that
nany of his findings can be explained fully only by & qualified.
peychologist., In thie regard he polints the way to the study done
by laBsrre.

Seen in this perspective, the interpretations are indeed
often diverse, but mutually supplementary. Though independent,
they do contribute the raw materlals, out of which a unified pic-
ture of the Japanese national character could be drawn.

Thus diversity inherent in the independence of the several
disciplines involved has been found and must henceforth be expected
As long as national character study 1s the domain of the isolated,
albeit competent, worker, diversity and inconsistency must be its
lot. The need for some principle of operational unity ies now
clear. A new dynamic synthesis must be found before national chars
acter atudy can claim the universality due to social sclence.

Chapter six reviews the current trends in national character
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study and projects the type of research conditions 1t must have to

reach results at once harmonious, mutually comstructive, and valid




QHAPTER VI

CONOLUSIOR
APPRAISAL =~ PROJECTION

For greater understanding of the three suthors analyzed in
this study, David M, Potter's work' 1s of speclal value in our
present consideration. In an important study of American charace
ter, Potter has shown that a significant break has taken place in
national character studies since the appearance of articles by
Mead? and Klienborg.3 He points out that the traditional approach
to studies of national charscter had besen wedded to the concept
that race is the ultimate explanation for a people's character,
that their characteristiocs are peculiar to their race.4

The study of national character, Potter points out, must be
linked with the branches of study of both group charscter and pers
senality.s The former is the object of anthropologyj the latter,

of psychology. The work done by thease on national character, has

'Soa above, P. 3.

2 " "
Mead, "The Study of National Charscter Selences:
Beasns W 1% Scope and Method, ed. -Dsntel Tavker
Ccallfornis, 1951).

3see above, D. 3.
4?0';”.!', Pe 30.

sm. » Pe 33
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made them outstanding among the behavioral sciences which have cond
triduted to the subject. The difficulties born by the traditional

concepts were eliminated when the new anslysts applied their teche

6

niques to the subjeot.,  The doctrine of race characteristics as

an gxplanation had been repudiated in face of the new studies that
were oconcerned with deseripstion. Fotter states:

Where earlier writers tried first of all to prove
the validity of a csusal force and thence to infer
that suoh a force must have resulted in a national
character, these behavioral sclentisnts are perhaps
more concerned with establishing the existence of
such & character and sscertaining its nature than
with explain it in any uitimate ssnse, This ls,
in all probdability, an excellsnt corrective for the
former situation, in whioch historians, geographers,
olimatologists, and so on, were so busy constructing
hypotheses to explain national character that they
did not trouble %o verify the existence of what they
were oxplaining.

Potter's analyses of thres studies of the American character
show that, though they ocome from three diverse flelds of sclence,
they converge in essence t0 say the same thing., Fotter indioates
that sinoce each study 1is formulated in 1ts own anthropologloeal,
psychologiecal, or psychoanalytiocal terms, there is naturally an
appearance of diversity. Ome may not at first be aware to what an
extent they are saying the same thing.s The American character is
epitomized by Mead ss deing “third generation,” or as Potter puts

SIbid., pp. 41-2.
‘Tm'. Pe 62.

Bmao p. 58.
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it, "the thirdegeneration individual is launched by his parents in
to tﬁe competition for success, in which he is required to go be=
yond them in perfecting his conformity to American ways in winning
the approbation of his Ameriocan nalghbors?g David Riesman's intex
pratatian‘o is that the American chnractaf is found epitomigzed in
the "other-directed men," who hes no internalised values of his
own Qut who alters his béh&vior‘ his opinions, his soctivities, his
manners, and his entire wey of life to gain the approval of those
around him, Karen Hbrney." the third analyst, lays the funda=-
mental stress present in American soclety on the principle of indid4
vidual aompgtitian-"a prinoiple whioh is economically besed but
which extends to suaﬁ highly personal values as popularity and
attractiveness and which impinges on the individual in infsncy, at
school, and as an adult."'? The common ground, Potter states, on
which these three stand in their emphasis on the effects of the
competitive spirit., Competition is the common denominator for the
studies he has anslyzed and, though they are of diverse origins
and written in the idiom of diverse disciplines, they reinforce

Ibid., p. 50.

10 3
David Riasm?iw%%gggﬁi* A Study of the Changing

"aren Horney, Ihs Neurotic Personslity of Our Iime (New
York, 1937).

‘QAs found in Potter, p. 55.
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and corroborets one another in thelir findings as to the essential
a@lemonts of the imerican charactsr.13 Thus Potter confirms the
principal contention of the present writer that in national characd
ter studies diversity calls for hierarchy of valus Judgements, dut
does not, of itself, lmply reprshensible lncomsistoncy.

Potter balleves these new investligeators have made a major
contribution to national character studies and have met all the
difficulties which the traditionalists offered them. He snumere
ates clearly:

First of all, thay have been at great pains to
demonstrate, at the purely expository level, that
uniformities of attitude and behavior aatual%i
exist and thus that national character is vesrie
fiable am a factual reality. Second, by their
attention to the culture, they have explorsd

the medium within whioch national character
develops and have provided o hanis for regarding
it, as 1t should be regarded, as a relative rether
than as an absolute quality, altering gradually in
responss to changing ccnditions and manifesting
itsel? as a tendency in the majority of members

of the national group rather than as a universal
attribute present in all of them, PFurther, the
emphasis upon culture has freed the concept of
national character from the curse of racism, for
culture finds the continuum in the complex of
sooial custom and not in the genes, Still further,
these writers arse all subtle and percesptive intere
preters of the complexities of social culture and
individual personality, and thus they avold the
errors of crude snvironmentalism, which so often
falled to understand the workings of the human
receptors uron which enviroamsntal foroes operated.
Also, they are acutely conscious of the secondary
environment, and, indeed, one of Riesman's chief
contributions is in trac the effects of the change

Vr1vide, pe 57.




from an environment that motivated the individual 14
as producer to one that motivates him as consumer.

The synthesis of anthropology and psychology in the fleld of
national character, Fotter stetes, was due when psychology had
developed the integrative concept of personality, deeply differe
entiated in different soclieties by diverse processes of soclale
ization, and when ahthrnpclngy had developed the integrative cone
cept of oulture, aleo differentiated in different soclieties and
acting as the medium through which extearmal conditions were trange
formed into determinants of personmality.'® "Culture, the medium,
and personality, the receptor, were 1ndispenéabla, each to the
other,"'® It is likewise the belief of Potter that the determi-
nant of the oculture must be given considerable attention 1if the
society 18 to be fully understood, It is at this point that hige
tory must be 1ntroduced.‘7 The importance of historical perspecs
tive in the study of national charsoter has already been referred
to. '8

Potter has pointed to the unity in diversity among various

national character studies on Americans, and thus confirms at

14 101d., pe 57.

1§Ml # Do 3Te
1621!5‘

71514, . 62.

‘Bsee abova, p. 78.
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least the antscedsnt possidility of the contention of the present
writsr that unity can be found in the welter of diverse results
concerning the character of the Japanese people, This unity can
be sesen through application of the concept of indepsndent, but
hlerarchical studies, Anthropology, socliology, psychology, and
history are independent aress of research. Yet, when contributing
to a national character study they are no longer isolated, dbut
allied, Their results while diverse are in reality harmonious,

However, it 1a becoming dally olsarer that such diversifiocaw
tion of result can represent a stege in national charscter re-
search which is fast passin; oway. The days of the past when
diversity must be explained or defsended has given way to the pre=
sent when ambiguity, inconsistency, diversity, are exoluded by the
professional compatence of ths ressarchers and the mutuallty of
their efforts.

Several areas of research teochnlique still need attention if
progress is to prevall. Soclentific methodology must be worked outs
Extreme care here is imperative. Sampling accuracy must be of
high quality. Observation must be scientifically controllede«prae
cision, foocus, reliablility, validity of interviewing procedures
must be investigated. All recent developments made in scaling
techniques must be utilized. Special attention must be paid to
measurable social and economle differences between urban and rural
dwellexrs, differences in sex and education, and differences found

when group observation is prolonged or shortened., All these

T
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elements must be considered if future study is to be of greater
sclentific value,

It cannot be ignored that the Japanesse are not primitives,
but & civilized group that has a history. The nation's history
must be studied to observe the nature of changs that may have
taksn place in the people over years., As rno nation changes over
night, only history can show what this change is.

It seems evident, too, that research in this field should be
made on the same group of individuals if the study is to be valua=
ble., This group should be carefully scoreened and should bs obe
sarved by all analyets or ressarch workers for the same period of
time, This control factor is important for unified results, since
workers from different solentiflec fields econtribute to national
character studlies,

For a complete understanding of national character the ree-
searchere on this team should be men from the fields of anthropole
ogy, sociology, psychology, and history. In additlion to this, it
may be argued that the researchers be personnel of Japaness line
eage, who have been born and reared in Japan. The purpose for
this is to obtain national character researchers who can interprat
the customs and habdbits of Japanese to foreign scientists on the
tean who, in turn, will interpret the Japanese culture to people
of thelr own idlom., Only 4if Japanese sooclologlets, psychologistis,
historians, and anthropologists enlist their professional training
to the study of the nation's character will there be an authentio
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interpretation of the nation's customs and practices. Otherwise,
what results are produced are mads by someone foreslgn to the Japa-
nese culture who endeavors to interpret data that is contrary, or
at best analogous, to his own experience and habit.

In 1939 ressarch was begun in Ukiah, Californis, on an organe
1zed and co~operativs soale which may serve as a modsol for ree
search to be made by all the sociel sclences on one specific sube
Jeot greup-’g The group under study, the Pomo Indilanzs, was situde
led with three aims in mind: to make 8 long=-term study of a cule
ture from the pointas of view of 211 the soclal sciences, including
& reconstruction of the historical past and an analysis of cultur-
al ohange‘and cultural integration as 1t took place; to provide
supervised training in fleld work for students of professional
soclal sclentistiss to test established techniques, methods, theo=-
ries, and conclusions of research; and to refine and improve upon
established procedures, The work in this locality was made mostly
with Pomo Indiana, though a smaell percentage of Italians, Chinese,
Filipinos, and Mexlcans was alszo included, The project involved
interviews with Indian and white informants and wide~gsoale partice
ipation in the soclal events of both Indlans and whites., The rece
ords that were avalilable in Sacramento, 3San Francisco, and Berkee
ley concerning the people in this community were consulted. This

study, it is to be noted, gave impetus to another "social scilaence

‘9w111zam Henderson and B. W, Aginsky, "4 3Social 3cience
Field laboratory,” ASR, VI (February, 19415,vpp. 34w36,
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field laboratory,” ss it has been called, at Okayama, Japan, under
the ausplces of tﬁe Center for Japanese Studies at the Universiiy
of Mlchigan.20 This field laboratory, however, wae closed in 1956
after s8lx years of research decausa of the high coazt of cperation,
difficulty 4in maintaining sdequate managerial etafi, and a decline
in the number of asubjects that could best be studied in the proe
vinclal setting of Okayama. 4 complete report on the fleld labo=-
ratory 1s due to sppear in the University's Qgoasional rFapers bee
fore the end of 1962, Thougn the University of Michigan project
proved abdortiva, such a cooperative venture that required the
services of researchers frow: x1l1 ihe soclal sclesnces is clearly
akin to the conceptualized team of researchers which has been ade
vocated in this thesis, It alone would produce results that ars
the outcome of a concentrated sffort on a single group of sublects
whose behavior i: obssrved in the same location and by all for the
same length of time., Such team work would obviate the diversity
in finding and interpretation which, while resolvable, is yet a
defect in the actuasl practise of national ocharacter study.

¥ith a field laboratory doing this work, the delineation of a
national character will be relliable and can be studled with confi-
dence, This 1s the kind of analysis that must bs made to corract
the incomplete thinking and insufficient evidence which has been

zglnformation in a letter to the thesis writer from Richard
K. Beardsley, Director of the Center for Japanese 3tudles, Univere
#ity of Michigan, ipril 16, 1962,
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pravalent for so many years. Only vwhen this in done will thore be
an advancemsnt in present knowledge of nationsl choracter, prof=
1ving by experimentation, learuing new ressarch, and employing it
to further man's knowledge and understanding of his own culture

and that of his neighbor,
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