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CHAPTER I
BACKGROUND

The garly 1930's witnessed the growth and maturation in
Germany of one of the most formidadble terrors of our time, the
Kazl totallitarian state, which arose as a direct antithesis to
8ll for which Christianity stands, With its nihiliem, neo~
paganism, antisamitism, and fanatic nationalism, German National
s00ialism ranks with Russian Communism as one of the two gross
political aberrations of modern times., This theeis will make an
effort to analyze the reaction of five American Catholic periodie
cals to the speetre of lazism as 1t encompassed Germany; this 1is
the primary purpose of the thesis, Yet, in addition, suchk en
analysis will raise ssveral interesting quzetions as to the
depth or superficlality of the Catholic insight irto the rieing
phenomezna of XNagzism, and, above all, ae to the explasration of
this penetrating or surface appraleal of such a deadly snemy of
the Church., Nesdless to say, we will not attempt to answer thase
latter questions, but me2rely to make our aralysis of the periodle
¢2ls' rssction and to pose s few problems for considarstion,

The five periodicals selected for investigation ars America,

Ihe Commorweel, The Catholle y¥orld, The Homlletic and Iastoral




o

leviaw, and Ths American iccleslastical Review.1 Naturally

anough, a declded emphasis will fall on Amorica and The Jommon-
weal, since they are weekllss, and afford a rsgular commentary

on th2 news, 1n addition to articles. It 1s beliaved that these
magazines should offer a representative plecture of the best in
amarlcan Catholic thought for this period among both clergy and
laity, though the value of the thaesis does not dapend assentially
upon the repressntativeness of these pariodicals, but upon their
long=time importance in forming American Catholic thought.

The development of tha subject will follow the linass to b=
now indicated, In this first chaptsr a short analysis of the
Nazl ideology and a brief history of the National 3Sociallst
movement will be given, to serve as background for the 1lnvestiga=-
tion of the periodicals, The two central chapters will actually
analyze the perlodical reaction; the second chapter will cover
from the "Beer Hall Putsch" in Munich in November 1923, when
Hitler fifst galined 1ntern§tiona1 attention for himself and hils
Nazils, to March 23, 1933 when the Enabling Act gave him dicta-
torial powers for four years, and the third will consider

approximately his first four years in power, In the final

1It is interesting to note that Father Thurston K. Davis, 3.J+
writing in the Fiftlieth Annlversary Issue of America, includes
only America and The Commonweal in the category of a weekly
Cathollc journal of opinion, though he sald the Ave Maria was
approaching this category. Along with The Cathollc World, he
placed The Volece of S5t, Jude and The S;%n in the category of
monthly Cathollc journals of opinlon. . Thurston N, Davis, S.J.+
"What 1s America," America, CI (April 11, 1959), 98,




chapter a summary will be made and conclusions will be drawn.

In this first chapter, then, we will try to catch the spirit
of the Weimar Republic and acqualint ourselves with the circume
stances engulfing it, to delineate briefly the character of the
Nazl movement, and to trace in barest outline its growth from an
insignificant labor group in postwar Munich to a power that ruled
Germany in the most totalitarian style. This should give us our
background.

To understand the Weimar Republic we must realize that 1t
was ushered in amidst one of the greatest perliods of general dis-
1llusionment that has ever overtaken any people. The war had
been lost, During the last days before the Armistice, a revolution
took place in Germany, and the Socialists came to power. The main
motive for the support of most Germans for this revolution was a
desire for peace; they were surfeited with war.2 Thus there was
set up that "fateful twin relationship of military defeat and the
eetahlishmenf of the Welmar Republio."3 which would later glve
rise to the legend of the "stab in the back," and which always
remained to cast a shadow,‘albeit unjustly, upon whatever the

Republic might achieve.

2
Koppel S. Pinson, Modern Germany: Its History and Civiliza-
tion. (New York, 1954,. Pe 305

3Ipid., 347.
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Political unrest was rampant during the early years of Weimar
The three major parties, the Majority Soclalists, the Democrats,
and the Centristes, often barely held the government together. In
1919=1920 two revolutions were put down in Berlin, one from the
left and the other from the right. At the same time down in
Bavaria a Soviet Republic was set up by the Jew Kurt Eisner, and
was only overthrown with consideradle bloodshed., 3evere economic
conditions added to the general confusion; it was only in 1923
that the skyhigh inflation came to an end, and a degree of econome
ic stability was attained. Before this time thousands of middle
class families had been impoverished, thus letting loose upon the
nation & large number of embittered cltizene, long accustomed to
fairly comfortable living, and now left with nothing. From these
Hitler would gather many recrults.a

The solution of the major economic problems was not the ane-
swer to all Germany's difficulties by any meane., There was the
Ireaty of Versailles. ZEvery German opposed this document, the on-
ly aifference being in the degree of opposition and the means to

be taken to secure redrasa.5 3uch men as the Democrat Walter HRathd

enau and the Centrist Joseph Wirth, who believed that the way to

“1p1d., 447.

S1pid., 422,




repudiation lay in peaceful negotiations with the Allles, often
found 1little favor with theilr countrymen, and Rathenau was assag-
sinated as early as June 1922 by & nationalist fanatic., GZven
during the period of economic prosperity the cry against the
Treaty rang out incessantly, and when the depression struck in
1930 1t reached a deafening clamor.

Intellectually and morally there set in after the war that
degeneration that often follows upon wars, and which flourishes
during times of national depression, Nietzschean nihilism had

6 Antisemi-

pervaded the mentallty, especially that of the youth,
tism appealed to many. Was 1t not the Jewlsh Soclalists who had
brought 81l this trouble in the first place by betraying the army?
In any event, what we must note as important is the lack of any
s0lid value to which the people could cling. In such a period of
turmoil a person looks about for something to grasp firmly as an
ultimate, but the intellectual atmosphere of Germany at the time
militated against ultimates; the way was well prepared for the
advent of nihilistlc Nazism. Ever since the early ninsteenth
century Germany had been drifting away from the Christian and

Western tradition. It was soon to reap the frult of this.7

61p1d., 504.

7
Hens Kohn Iwentleth gan&ug; A Midway Account of the
Modern World (Néw r N s DPe. -15G,
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During the years 1923«1930 the Welmar government stumbled a-
long passably well, though needing the support of the nationalist

parties. However, with the depression came new trials. Unemploy=~
8

ment rose to six million by 1932, and the inability of the governe
Lent to cope with the problem convinced meny Germans that democracy
was not for them. ":conomic crisis, political tension, and cultur=
lal confusion all coﬁverged in the early 1930's to bring about a
state of crisis from which there seemed to be no way out."9

To the Germany Just described, more precisely to = Mﬁnlch
ravaged by political battles, returned a thirty year old veteran
named Adolf Hitler in early 1919. He had been born in 1889 in the
small town of Braunau near the Austro-Bavarian border, the son of
a minor civil servant., Zarly in life he had lost both parents.
After the death of his mother in 1908 he moved to Vienns, and
later to Munich, always drifting about from Job to Job and never
settling down., With the outbreak of war he Jolned the army, and
found himself as a soldler; army life appealed to him. But soon
the war was over and he returned to Munich once more, soon to
begin his self-constlituted role as an instrument of history.‘o

In September 1919, Hitler became the seventh member of the

political committee of the National 3Soclalist German Workers Party,

8P1nson, p. 453,

91pid., 466.

1OAlan Bulloock, Hitler: A Study in Tyranny (London, 1952),
P. 352,




an organlzation founded the previous year by a certaln Anton

LI July 1921, he was elacted to the leadership of the

Draxler.
party, and the same yzar witnessed tha creation of the Storm
Troopers, amounting to a Nazi private army with the alleged pure
pose of keeplng order at party meetings. The party continued to
grow steadily, but suffered a decided setback with the failure of
the Munich Beer iall Futsch of November 13923, After this filasco
ditler served little over a2 year of a fiveeycar Jjall term, during
which time he wrote the Nazl gospel, Meln Kampf. Jhortly after
his release the party began to grow agaln, and by January 1926,
counted thirty thousand members.‘g
Before we go on to relate the rise of ths party, it seecms
appropriate that we try to offer an insight into the nature of
Nazlsm, since thls did not change basically from the founcing of
the party to the death of Hitler in the Berlin bunker in May 1945,
The first factor that we must understand about liational
Socialism is that 1t had no doctrine, no intellectual base, that
it was fundamentally irrational. The National 3Soclallst Revolutlon

started from the notion that there arz no longer any values, and

that whatsver assumes the appearance of a value is opposed to

11

Adolf Hitler, New Order, ed. Count Raoul de Roussy de
Sales (New York, 1941}, p. 13.
12

Ibid., 47.
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healthy vital 1nst1ncts.'3 "The sole theme of the Nazi Revolution
was domination, dressed up aé the doctrine of race, and falling
that, a vindictive destructiveness, Rauschning's Revolution des
Nihil;emua."‘4 Undoubtedly, it is hard for us to grasp what this
means, but énce we have done so, we have come to understand an
essential element of modern totalitarian government. XNazism cone
sisted in the rejection of all value and the blind pursuit of
power, which in turn leads to a dynamism that can never be satis=-
fied.

Yet did not the Nazis set forth a systematic philosophy based]
on the concept of race? Yes, they did. But if we look to the Nazi
philosophy of race and expect from it an explanation of the Nagzi
movement, we are making a serious mistake, The great majority of
the Nazi elite considered all the contemporary race theory "Adolf's]
bunkum."'® A1l the official philosophy is aimed at the exeitation

16

of the ﬁassea and the stirring of their emotions. Actually

Nazism requires no intellectusl justification because it has denled

13 Hermann Reuschning, "Russian and German Nihiliem," Dublin
Review, OCVIII (April 1941), 205, -

14Bulloek, P. 736. Rauschning's interpretation of Nazism has|
been widely accepted. Cf. also Finson, p. 490,

15 termann Rauschning, The Volce of Destructlion (New York,
1940), p. 234,

16 .
Hermann Rauschning, The Revolution of Nihilism: A Warning
1o the West (New York, 193§). Pe . o




9
the intellect. '"To the conscious nihilist there are no ideas."17
The Pushrer states emphatically that we have reached the end of the
Age of Reason; the intellect has falled, But thls 1s much more
than a reaction against rationalism. Consclence 1s spoken of as a
Jewish invention, and the very idea of truth 4in elther the moral

18 In their attitude toward

or scicntific order is deprecated.
sclence the Nazls put thls theory into practice, subordinating all
sclentific truth to the advancement of the cause and palming off
on the pesople absurd raclal doctrines., As to moral truth the
wnole Nazi movement and tactlc can be looked upon as one immense
denial of it., DMNazism stood for the most extreme manifestation of
the revolt against reason. Its chief psychological mark was antie
intelleotualism.‘g

for the Nazls the important thing was 1life, action, dynanism,

20

force, gulded by no intellectual principle. It was dynamism in

a vacuum, ready to be manuevered in various dlrectlons at any
time, Goebbels, in his 1little catechism of Nazism, answered the
question what doss 1t mean to be a National Zoclallist with the

21

words, "struggle, faith, work, sacrifice,” That this dynamism

"1pid., 24.

1aﬁausehning, Voice of Destruction, p. 222-223.
19P1nson, p. 490,
20

Rauschning, The Revolution of Nlhilism, p. 23.
‘1P1nson, P 491,

P

[




10
might grow and continue an enemy was needed, something upon whom
this energy could vent itself. Perhaps this explalns to some de-
gree Nazi antisemlitism. Thls dynamism is of such a nature that 1t
must continue on and on, that it 1s insatiable, that it could only
approach an end in world domination.®® This 1s what the conven-
tional diplomats falled to see in Nazlism; like Communism, 1ts totald
itarian counterpart, it could never be contained. The very nature
of a genuine revolution demands that it spread to other lands.23
There are some who say that Nazism was good for Germany up to
a certain point, but obviously in ths light of what has been sald
this stands out as a gross error., Nazism was never good for
Germany;za Hitler was never a patrliot, a fact proved by his desire
when e saw that defeat must come, to bring Germany and all
Burope down with him.25 Stripped of their romantlc trimmings, all
fitler's ideas can be reduced to simple claim for power which
recognizes only one relationship, that of domination, and only one

argument, that of force, "20

22Rauschning, The Revolution of Nihilism, p. 209.

o 23Slgm,und Neumann, "Germany: Changing Patterns and %asting
roblems, Mgde;g Political Parties, ed. Sigmund Neumann (Chlcago,
1956)’ p--4 *

EABullOOk' Pe 326,

251p1d., 706
.y .

261p14., 371.
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Prom the =arliest days the lazls utilized antisemltism as one
of their principal rallying cries. This aspect of KNazism is so
familiar that it will hardly be necessary to say more than a few
words about it. Iet us merely note that, for the Nazis, race
superseded the state, and the latter exlsted for the preservation

of tha former.2'

The Jews, 1n turn, were set up as ths counter-
race, the greatest obstacle to the purity of the new ZHerrenvolk.
‘itler went way beyond conventional antisemitism and erected the
Jaw into the incarnation of evil. V¥ith diabolical ingenulty he
groupad together all the difflcultles besetting the German peopls,
and lay them at the feet of the Jews. 3Iven democracy was ldentl-~
fiezd with the Jews, and scen as the means they contrived to over=

throw the Aryan leadership.g8

From beginning to end Mitler under=
went no chang=2 in thils regard,

How did thes Nazls put thelr antisemitism, 1f such a mild
word describes thelr attitudes toward the Jews, into practice? Xot
to mention acts of terroriem before they came to powsr, nor dis-
criminatory laws, nor exlles, nor many oth:or forms of persscution,
it may be sald that ir the years 1941-1544 the XNazls murdered at

least six million Jews.gg iitler's campaign for their extermina=-

tion nearly succeedzd in “urop=,

Z)'Ti"i.mson, De 404,

28Pinson, pe 524,

s
“9Pinscn, Te 574,




~

i2

Un looking back we see that the second rallylng cry of Hitler
sounded a strong nationalist note. It was this nationalism that
brought together all the elements of National socialism.”0 In
1948 the former Nationalist minieter Hene Schlange-oschoeningen
wrote that without exaggeration all Ilitler's speeches could be re-
duced to one basic pattern, "For fourteen years an sccursed system
has dellberately rulned Germény, but now 1 will lead you all,

3 Ceaselessly he

every single one of you, to a glorious future,"
drove nome this i1dea until in the end the Germén people succumbed.
in this regard the 4Allies in their insistence on German wer guilt
and the payment of reparations played right into the hands of
Hitler.

Fazl nationalism, however, was an unusual netionalism; it
would more properly be called a raclalism. A central idea of the
Nationel Soclalist Weltapschauung was the Volk, to the development
of which the state was ordered., Xazism determined to do away with
the liberal concept of the individual and the Marxlist idea of
humanity, and to put in thelr place the Volk community, which was
grounded in the soll and held together by the ties of common

blood.32 Naturally enough, the race took precedence over the ine

dividual. Thus the whole docirine baldly denles the dignity of

O1pid., 499.

b . . .
Ibid., 500, quoting Hans schlange=-schoeningen, lhe Morning
After (Londoﬁ, 19&8), P. 23, ’

32Bullock, pP. 369.
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men, and in their New Order the Naszis definitely looked to an
"empire of the Herrenvolk based on the slave labor of the inferior
races.”>> That this was not mere talk was proved by the terrible
literalness with which they tried to implement the New Order among
the iastsarn ﬁuropaan peoples,

With these ideas of the nihilism of Naziem, and its anti-
semitism and recialism fixed in our minds, we shall proceed very
briefly to trace the historical manifestation of Natlional Sociale
ism,

Throughout the late *twanties the party grew steadily, and
reached a membership of sixty thousand by 1928.34 Yot the Nazis
were still a small party, and gained only twelve out of 491 seats
in the Reichstag elections of May 1928.35 Helped by a temporary
alliance with the Hugenburg nationalists, a tremendous propaganda
campaign, and, above all, by the depression, Nazl membership
reached 210,000 by March 1930, and in the Rejohstag eleotions of
3eptember of that year the Nazis obtained 107 sesats, thus becoming
the second party in the state and leaping into the international
limelight.

The story of the next two and one~half years 1s a traglce ons,

>3Ibid., 291,

*pd., 126,

35P1naon. ppPe 5T4«575, All Raichstag election figures will
be taken from this pags.
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Depression brought the German peopls down to the very depths of
despond. A weak government, hindered by the antagonistic tactics
of the Nazis and Communists, proved unable to cope with the situa-
tion, and violence characterized political life. Unable to obtain
a majority in the Reichstag after March 1930, the government had
to resort to rule by presidential decree, thus establishing a
virtual dictatorship. Mid-1932 witnessed five major election came
paigns within five months, and in July of that year the Nazis be=-
came the first party in the state with 230 seats, though not ob=~
taining a majority. Franz von Papen followed the Osntrist Hein-
rich Brusning into the Chancellorship in May 1932, and in turn
Kurt von Schleicher took the reine of office, but none could obe
tain a majority.

Overtures were made inviting Hitler into the government, but
he refused anything short of the Chancellorship, and on the fatee
ful January 30, 1933, he finally was called to the office by Prese
ident von Hindenburg, the Right foolishly thinking they could hold
him in check. A cookede~up Communist scare paved the way for the
decree of Pebruary 28, which abolished meny of the individual
rights guaranteed by the constitution, and handed to the govern-
ment extraordinary powers for use against those gullty of breaches
of the peace, In this way terrorism against the opposition, ese-

36

peclally the Communists, was legalized. Yet despite thelr ter-

36Bullock, Pe 239.
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roristic methods and tremendous propaganda, in the March elections
the Nazls garnered only 43,9 per cent of the vote, But the end
was near, On March 23 the fateful Enabling Act was passed, which
gave to Hitler dictatorial powers for four years, and definitely
ended parllamentary government in Germany for all practical pur-
poses. "The street gangs had selzed control of the resources of
a great ﬁodern gtate. The gutter had come to power."37

Now that the Nazis found themselves in the driver's geat,
there began the process of con&olldating the dictatorship and
nazifying the people., Soon all federalism was abolished, the
trade unions taken over, and opposition parties dissolved. 4
period of revolutionary violence followed the Nazi accession to
power, featuring Storm Trooper plllaging and sadism, a breakdown

38 Por a

of law and order, all with the connivance of the state.
while it appeared as 1f the revolution would only end with the coms-
plete naziflcation of every element of German life, but there came
a time when such & procedure would permanently hamper the strength
of the state. Hence Hitler had to call a temporary halt., The
question of the immediate extent of the revolution was brought to
settlement with the infamous Roehm Purge of June 30, 1934, when
Captain Zrnst Roehm, head of the Storm Troopers, along with many

other Storm Troop leaders and Nazl enemies, including the head of

T1vad,, 245.

381p14., 280.
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patholic Actlon, Erich Klausener and former Chancellor von 3chleie
eher, were murdered in cold blood. One need only note the manner
tin which Hitler dealt with the Roehm group to roalize that "nevar
nad he illustrated so c¢learly the revolutionary character of his
ragime as in disowning the revolution.“Bg After the death of
Hindendburg Hitler assumed the duties of the presidency, and now it
could be sald that "if ever a man exercised adeolute power, it
was Adolf Hitler,"*0

Bafore we olbua this introductory chapter, it would be well
to say a fow words on the epecific relationshlp between Kszism
and the Church, From what has already been said about the charace
ter of the Nazi movement, 1ts ultimate incompatidility with Chrise
tianity can readily be perceived, Frior to 1933 many German bishe
ops had understood this claarly, and declared ipso facto exclusion
from the gacoramenta for those who adhered to the party.M

There can be no doubt that in the end Natlional soolalism

ained at the total annihilation of chriutianity.ag However, Jjust

91v4d., 280.

401p14., 348,
A‘Rabort at Hﬁreourt "National Socialism and the Cathollo

Church, " xg;;g 1 ;gg ed, Maurice Baumont, John H. %, Fried
and “d&au ern ew York, 1955), pp. acouéo '
42010 Be Roegele, "Catholicism and the German Pudblic,” iag

L

Ca sgg}&g dn ¥Horld. Aéé?LE! ad, ¥aldemar Gurian and M
Fltzsimons re ﬁnne, 1 ’ p: Et%x Anonymous, z§2'¥§§§%§2312§5
’ s Do b

of &Q&.Qﬁlﬂ&l&ﬁ Shurch in the Third Relch, (New Yo
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as the Nazis certainly had conquest in mind from the very begine
ning but for obvious reasons never came out and said so in so many
words, so also in their dealings with the Church., Rather, they
pursued a policy of alternating intimidation and conciliation,43
which met with considerably more success than any offlclally a-
vowed persecution would have achleved, and which was infinitely
more pernicious., The outstanding example of this policy was the
Concordat signed with the Vatican in July 1933, right on the heels
of several weeks of violence against Catholics. The Concordat cone
stituted a great psychological victory for Hitler, and deceived
many Catholices into thinking that he actually sought agreement witq

{the Church.M

Hitler never manifested any effective intention of
abiding by the Concordat, and as early as 1934 the bishops were
protesting against Nazl activitlies against Cathollic education, the
Catholic press, and other Catholic assooiationa.45 Throughout the
remainder of the Nazl period continued assaults were made on the
Church, though this was camouflaged by clever propaganda.46 It

vas at 1ts worst in the so~called immorality trials in which the

4Bd’Harcourt, p. 805

44Roegele, 208,

4509.:‘1 Je Friedrich and Zbigniew K. Brzezinski, Totalitarian
Dictatorship and Autooragy, (Cambridge, 1956), p. 257.

1jsgha Persecution of the Catholic Church in the Third Reich,
p05 e
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clergy were accused of sex crimes in order to discredit them with
the people., National Socialism and the Church were never at peace.

With this background, then, we can proceed to investigate the
reaction of the American Catholic periodicals in question., To what
extent did they show lmnsight into the nature of the modern phenome

gna known as Nazism?




CHAPTER II

RZACTION OF CATHOLIC PERIODICALS IN THE UNITsSD 3TATES
1923=1933

Before we enter upon our close study of the periodicals for
the years preceding Hitler's accsession to power, it might be well
to point up briefly certain trends that keep recurring through
this phase of our investigatlon, so that the reaction as a totality
may be more readlly grasped, In the first place, only rarely
does there appear an indication of a realization of the genulne
revolutionary and totalltarian character of the Nazi movement, withj
its nihilistic overtones of terror, violence, lust for power, and
degtruction for its own sake. Normally in these pages we will find
Hitler portrayed as a natlonalist, or an ultra-nationalist, perhaps|
a littls more dangerous than Mussolini, and as a certain dictator
if he achieves power; but this 1is all, He 1s not understood as the
inaugurator of a modern totalitarian state. This 18 not to say
that Hitler 1s generally pictured as a blessing, but rather that
the extent of his evil is underestimated. In the same way there
stands out a repeated tendency to underplay th: power and attrace
tion of the Nazil leader, whether this manifests itself in an ex=-
cegssive trust in the "good sense of the German people"” and the

power of the Center Party, or in a profession to see é split withe

19
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in the Nazi ranks, and Hitler's breaking with the more radical elew
ment. To be brief, the periodicals take an optimistic rather than
a realistic view. Over against this inclination to sell Hitler
short there 1s balanced what appears at times as an almost exclu=
give concern with the rise of Communism. Certainly, in view of the
Communist triumph in Russia and the fertile fleld provided Commu=-
nism by the depression, there existed more than sufflcient reason
for the greatest alarm. Yet 1t seems, that, at least temporarily,
this preoccupation with Communism clouded the vision of events in
Germany. lastly, as some of the magazines will themselves admit,
they did not really know what was going on in Germeny all the
whlle, and this accounts for much of the shifting of positions and
uncaertainty that we are golng to meet.

0f the five periodicals only America gives space to the at-
tempted Munich Putsch of the Nazis in 1923, On November 17 we finJ
the "Chronicle" commenting on the abortive action; it notes the
seriéus antincétholic nature of the movement, as well as its antie
semitioc character, and attributes 1ts fallure in part to its at-
tacks on the Church, Good fiddance, the author wishess, to a "most

obnoxious interloper in Bavarian affairs"; may he not return.1

1
Ameri XXX, 98-99. The "Chronicle" column is a mixture of
news in? %’ y

ormation and commentary, with emphasis on the former., At
this time Father Richard H, Tierney was editor of America. He was
replaced by Father Wilfrid H, Parsons in 1925, and Father Parsons'
editorship spans most of the remainder of this thesis, until 1936,
IThe Commonweal did not come into existence until 1924,
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shortly altervards Hitler drops out of the imerles columns, excaept
for severasl brief appearances, having made a dscidadly unfavorable
impression,

During the coming months and years Hitler was rebullding, 2and
only 1n lete 1929 d1d he agaln make internntional news, At this
time he unlted with Alfred “ugenburg, the leader of the Feationale
1at Party, in an intense campalgn for the repudiation of the Young
Flan and the "war gullit” charge levellad at Germany. Though the
campaign, whiéh first réquired a referendum, then a Taichstag
vota, and finally a popular plebiscite, failed mis=rably, it did
serve to throw the spotlight back on Hitler, and w2 find im mene
tioned several times in the America "Chronicle," 2ach time in
connection with iugenburg, and alwayé as the seéandary figure.g

But not for long will itler play second flddle to Hugenburg:
the elections of 1930 are approsching. On September 14 of that
year, in elections held amidst worsening soclal and economic cone
ditions and growing political restiveness, the Fazis succeaded 1in
winning 107 Relchstag seats, "Most astonishing" were the gailns
made by "Adolf Hitlar's Soclalist-Labor or Pascist Party," ree
aarked a.aurprised iumerlea., This October 4 issus, commenilng upon
the Nazl election gains, affords us an instance of the tendsncy to

[}

uaks & conservative of the radical, and to see matters in an "ope

timistie" rather than realistic light. Despite the upheaval,.the

“XLII (November ¢, 1929), 75; XLII (December 7, 1929), 195.




L ]
Logriey

nonronicle" reports, conditions appear quiet arnd rumors of = coup
ﬁave been dispelled. "The Pascists, in fact, scemed to have been
sobered by the very extent of their victory and the possibility
that they might have to share the responsibility of governing the
country. The Pasecist leader, Herr Hitler, has been mocst conserva-
tive in his statements since the elections and has announced that

"3 In the lead

his party had not declded what steps 1t should take,
editorial in the same 1ssue the writer recognizes thé seriousness
of the German situation and its importarce for the world and takes
into consideration Father Idmund Walsh's interview with the lew
York Iimes, in which he had sald that neither the German right nor
left would hesitate to overthrow the Republic if 1t stood in their
wvay. But in the end he adopts & more optimistic outlook. Bolshew
vism seems to be more on the writer's mind than Hitlerism, and he
closes with a statement of confidence in "the good sense and good
faith of the majority of the German people" to get them through
their difficulties.4 |

The Commonweal in ite election commentary recognizes Hitler's

abllity a8 &n oretor and popular leader, and his talent for offer=-

311111, 604.

4XLIII, 607, In the course of the thesis 1t will always be
brought out, either in the text or in a footnote, whether the cil-
tation i1s from an edltorial or some other feature of the periodi=-
cal, Father Paul Blakely, 3.J., wrote most of the editorials for
America at this time. Cf. Thurston N. Davis, 3.J., "What 1is
|America?" Americs, CI (April 11, 1959), 92. :
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ing simple solutions to all the woes of the community. "Germans
eay thelir country has never known a more picturesque demagogue,

To us he ssems like an ardent and pseudoephilosophic representa=
tive of the Klan, a Teutonic oneshundradepercenter, preaching
death to the Jews and big business, out to supply the country with
a8 big army, Versallles or no Versallles." Undoubtedly the pree
sange of the Kazis and Gammunistls in thé Reichstag will hinder
parlismentary government, dut it is not yet clear what these
recent developments mean for continued parliamentary government in
Germany or for world peace. They do indicate that the German
people are not at all willing to accept the present world settleoe

ment as finnl.s

Several weeks later a reference to the ”damgerans1
if farcical antics of Hitlerites" makes one wonder 1f they are
taking hia seriously. |

That they do so take him is exemplified in the next paragraph,
when the excommunication of the Nazis by the Bishop of Mainz 1s
announced, along with Cardinal Faulhaber's pronouncements on their

nationalism,” America for Hovember 1 also reports the diocesan

5he Communiste had 76 deputies in the Reichstag at this time,

S0k by Wesk," XIXI (Oct. 1, 1930), 536=537. Zhe
's "Week by Week"” column or section oontains more commentary
and editorializing than does Asg;;gg'g "Ohronicle.” At a later

date gg%hgggmggggg;,will introduce a purely informational seotion,
"even 8' survay."

. Michael Williams, the founder of The g¥mng¥wgg; remained its
editor throughout the’whol& period we are studying. ’

Twieek by Week," XII (October 29, 1930), 651.
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policy in Mninz,a

and so does the Catholic World in 1ts December
number editorial, Father Gillis clearly percelves the danger of
Hitlerism to Christianity, especially in its extreme nationalism,
its antisemitism, and its advocacy of a private ethies for the
Germans.’ In the December 6 issue of America, the "Chronicle,"
commentling on an article in QOsservatore Romano, concurs with that
paper in 1ts statement that the political beliefs of the Nazls are
"decidedly anti-Catholic”,‘o and agalin cites the prohibition of
the Bishop of Mainz against Catholics joining the Nazi party.

Thus we see that very early the periodicals noted and concurred in
the decisions of the Church authorities in Germany, and brought to
the attention of thelr readers the anti-Catholic character of the
Hitler movement.

At this time there began to appear in The Commonweal a series
of articles, written by the associate editor, the well-known
|George N. Shuster, who was touring the citles of Zurope with a
view to feeling out the real situation there, This series of artie-

cles, ranging from November 19, 1930 to April 15, 1931, merits our

8+ Ohrontcle," XL (November 1, 1930), T4=T5.

9g§tho;;g World, CXXXII (December, 1930), 354=355, The Rev.
James 8, 0. S. P. served as the editor of the Cathollic World
during the whole of the period we are studying.

1OXLIV (December 6, 1930), 198, Though The Commonweal had
reported the sanction of the bishop as an excommunication, actu=-
lally it was an exolusion from the sacraments. Cf. p. 16 of this
thesis, and the reference cited there.
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aspecial attention, since it proceeded from such a renowned pen
and was written on the spot,

Above all, Shustser impresses upon us the political naslestrom
in Germany, brought about by sconomie confusion, Especially in
Berlin 1s the situation oritioal, The crucial soclo-sconomic
tension has led to sharp politiocal divisions, and practiocslly to
continual war, in and out of the Reichstag, between the Xagis and
the Gonuuniata." Unless something is done to alleviate the ine
ternational pressurs put on the Reloh, especially at the moment
in the question of the German minority in Poland, 1t will de
"virtually impossidle” to prevent a general, large~soale shift to
the right in Garnnny.‘g In his artiole "Il Duce's Handkerohlief"
shustar declares outright that the American people must rejeot
isolationism to do all they can to keep a fasolist from selzing
power. As it is, the German people will accept rslief from any
one who will offer 1t, so daesperate is thelir plight, with its une
smployment and povarty. Hitler's accession to power could well
mean war, and his taking over the government is very possible withy
in the next year if Chancellor Bruening should fail with his

11 _ " "
George k., Shuster, "Germany at Low Tide," The gggagﬁyg%;
£III (November 19, 19505,-7O~713 George X, Shﬁater. erlin, !

Ihe Cowmmonwsal, XIII (December 17, 1930), 183=185,

V23e0rge 1. Shuster, "Geneva Once More," Ths Commonweal, XIII
(January 21, 1931), 320=321,




26
goclal program.13 However, Shuster does not see Germany as the
only danger spot for wer by any means. In his article ”War cloudﬂ '
over Zurope" he does not even mention Hitler or Germany as threats
to peace, but concentrates on the military build up in Italy,
Poland, Czechoslovakia, and even Austria.‘4 All in all, Shuster
exhiblits a very pessimistlc attitude toward the prospects of peacs
in surope, and seems to foresee some form of impending cataclysnm.

What does Shuster have to say in partiocular about the Nazis
and Germany? We have already mentlioned his awareness of the acutq
economic and soclal conditions in Germsny, their tendency to ald
Hitler, and Hitler's inclinations toward war, Several times he
gives signs of an insight into the nature of the Nazi movement,
particularly in his essay "Munich: Anno Domini, 1930," At the
conclusion of a delightfuliarticla on the beauty and tiaditions
of the ancient city, the questlion of iitler is raised, for, after
all, Munich is the birthplace of Nazism, and always remalned its
focal point., After attending a Hitler speech, Shuster pays tribe
ute to the brilliant, fearless oratory of the demagogue, but goes
on to say that "he is equipped with ideas of about the same value

as those which form the stoeck in trade of the average United

3Gaorge N. Shuster, "Il Duce's Handkerchief," The Common-
eal, XIII (December 3, 1930), 131-132,

14 "
George N. Shuster, "War Clouds over Zurope," The Common-
veal, (December 10, 1930), 150-151, :
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states senator. What Germany needs 1s a few dozen Hitlers, so
that the novelty of one will wear off." In the next paragraph the
tone grows more serious. Hitlerism makes an appeal, & very strong
appeal, to the masses, and "this is fundamentally not morbid."
Furthermore the discipline 6f the party seems "salutary" at least
for the time. Then we come to s telling group:of gentences.,
"“hen one looks more closely, however, one sees that the codex
6f its laws is a series of oppositions, I had almost sald a serles
of protestantisms, antagonisms to the rest of the world, to the
Jews, to the rumanitive intellect, diplomacy, banks, other party
philosophies, Therefore, by a kind of law of its belng, Hitlarismﬁ
is anti-Catholic, anticlerical, in Bavaria. But there are deeper
forces at work. Are they akin to the flercely nationalistic
energles which made for religious antipathies and group wars
throughout the post-medieval centuries? The questlion 1s earnest,
We shall hope that the answer, when given, will be less ao."15

Here Shuster seems to attain a glance into the nihilistic
essence of Nazism, its negative character, and its bent toward
destruction. Nevertheless he seems more optimistic for Germany

than for Europe, and concurs with Chancellor Bruening'e statement

1SGeorge N. Shuster, "Munich: Anno Domini, 1930," The
Commonweal XIII (Marech 11, 1931), S511=15,
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that "we have, I may say, preserved the Continent from a Bolshe=

W6 rhe critloeal point is past, though the threat

vist ﬁpheaval.
of Bol:zhevisnm étlll remains., From the point of view of defense
against Communism, Hitlerism may even be considered good.17 The
suthor never loses confidence that the German people will emerge
triumphant from this crisis.18

In two articles in the Homiletlc and Pastoral Review on the

Church in Germany, Shuster puts forth nearly the same opinions.,
The first article indicates the pessimism of Cardinals Faulhaber
of Munlch and Bertram of Breslau, both of whom forbid him to pub-
lish all that they have to say. It points up Hitler as a major
source of opposition to the danger of Communism, though he has
"been denouncad publicly by the great majority of German bishOps?E
| In the second article the author stresses again the need for‘
international action to combat the depression, though he does not
think a Communist victory in Germany likely. A reactionary
triumph, especially a "religlously motivated fascism....might

prove extremely grave" for the Church. He closes with a eulogy of

16George N, Shuster, "A Talk with Chancellor Bruening," The
Commonwsal XIII (April 15, 1931), 659-661. :
"7 3nuster, "Germany at Low Tide,” 70-T1.

18:3huster, éBerlin," 183185,

'9George N.‘Shuster, "The Church in Germany," The Homiletig
and Pagtoral Review,XXXI (August, 1931), 1155-1161,
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Rruening and the strong Cathollicism of Germany, giving the litur-
glcal movement and the youth movement special mention.20

All in all Shuster's articles show him confldent that the
German people will overcome the trying situstion in which they
find themselves, and he certainly does not minimize the situation.,
The failure of the world to go to the help of Germany, at least
in the form of dismissing reparations payments, has contributed
to the rise of Hitler, who constitutes a threat for Germsny and
the world, even though he has served as a bulwark sgainst Commue-
nism. Shuster's praise for the life of the Chureh in Germany 1is
echoed many times 1n the periodicals, and it is evident that Amer
ican Catholics looked with admiration upon the structure of
German Cathollic organization.

Returning to the regular periodical commentary, we discover
a fairly frequent and slightly discordant note. In the February
28 issue of America, the '"Chronicle" mentions the decree of the
Bavarian bishops prohibiting priests from participating in the

21

Nezl movement, and the March 21 issue contains the severe warne

ing of Cardinal Schulte of Cologne against the dangers of Katlonal

22

Socialism, An editorial in the same issue "The German Bishops

20George N. Shuster, "Problems of the Church in Germany,"
The Homiletic and Pastoral Revlew, XXXI (August 1931), 1259-1265.

2V yr1v, 490.
2211V, 562.
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and Hitler" sees Hitler especlally as an "ultra-nationalist" and
compares Hitlerism to the pan-Germanism pfevalent before the war.
curiouszly enough, the editorial goes on to find the action of the
bishops "profoundly reassuring, a powerful tlow struck for the
stabllity of the Republice... It (the condemnation of the bishopﬂ
is one more testimony to the great fact that Cathollic moderation
and Cathollie charlity are the best guarantees for the security and
prosperity of any state, "2

Now, undoubtedly, thé vigorous action of the bishops kept
many from Natlional 3oclallism and strengthened Catholic resistance,
but 1t seems that America 1s here placing excessive trust in the
moral power of the bishops. +“hat 1s sald about Catholle moder=-
ation and Catholic charity can hardly bs disputed, y=t this
abstract statement reveals a certain naiveté when viewed in the
context of the situation. A somewhat similiar instance is found
in the "Foreign Periodlcals" section of the Catholig World for
Januarytlgzi, where they qudte the Month of November 1930, to the
effect that "the Kazis are more of a portent than a real danger.
ditler had 1hcludad in his program so many anti-religious and
anti-soclal objects that the public conscience, s0 lately disa=-

bused of Frusslenism, 80 sickened by exhibltions of racial arro-

23xL1v, 566.
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gance, has given him 1li{tle sympafhy."ea Here the argument seems
to be that Hitlerism is so foolish thét 1t could never capture
a nation., This is a variation on the perennial theme "1t could
not happen here." As Amerilca exaggerated the moral poﬁer of the
bishops, so the éatholic dorld appears to undersell the capacity
of the human person for evil, especially when confronted with
desperate circumstances,

Throughout 1931 the political and economic situation in
Germany grew increasingly crlticel. <Chancellor Bruening, unable
to obtaln a backing in the Relchstag, ruled by presidlal decree, a
procedure which the Soclal Democrats tolerated rather than submit
to a Nazi dictatorship. In and out of the Heichstag both Nazis
and Communists strove to hinder effective government &nd to bring
about the fall of the Republic. Hitler's Storm Troopers and the
Communist organized workers vied for control of the streets, with
the police often forced to the most extireme measures to maintain
order, and ell the while the Nazls grew stronger.

During the first months of 1931, the periodicals, while
always deprecating the Nagl tacticse, seem to lay more of the blame
on the Communists. Sometimes this 1s not explicit but can be cone

Jectured from the amount of space given to reports of Nazi vio-

24CXXXII, 476=-4T78, At this time the Cathollic World printed a
"foreign Perlodicals" section, in which 1t reprinted two or three
lengthy extractions from overseas perliodlcals,
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o
lence. The Cormonweal states that "of the two stormy factions,
at present the Communists are apparently the most to be dreaded?25
America of the same week declares explicitly that the Nazi spirit

of antlsemitism is a principal reason for the constant brawling,

26 but the next week ree

though the Communists are also mentioned,
ports that Hitler's promise to ablde by the law does away with the
fear of an imminent reactionary re*xrolu't;lon..g7 The following week
America notes the pralseworthy activities of the Svangelical rare
ents League against the Bolshevist propagande in the schools.28

In 1ts "Foreign Periodicals" section for June 1931, the {utholic

Horld, éuoting Frofessor Mafy Boyle in the Irish Rogary for April
1931 plays up the Communists' battling with the police, but ige
nores the Nazl agltators.29 Several weeks later America's "Chrone
icle" again plays up the Communist inspired disturbances, aﬁd
statés that "The Prussian police were seriously considering the

130

advisablility of suppressing the Communist Party. Father

25%111 (april 8, 1931), 617=618.
2ugpronicle,” XLV (April 11, 1931), 2.
2Twonronicle," XLV (April 18, 1931), 26=7.
28nonronicle, " XLV (April 25, 1931), 50-51,
290XXXITI, 350-352.

5Ox1v (July 18, 1931), 338.
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Joseph Thorning in "The Crisis in Germany" paints a graphic pilce-
ture of the Gommuniét and Nazl street forées, but by his tone in~-
dicates greater concern with the Communists.31 However, this is
one of the last instances of seeming emphaslis on the Communist
part in the violence., After late summer this tendency appears to
weaken,

48 to the international situation, the treatment at this time
stands out as anything but optimistic, what with the tentacles of
the depression tightening ovef the world, and every nation seeking
nationalistic solutions. Agaln the fear of Bolshevism dominates.
In Amerlca for March 7, 1931, Father John la Farge, in an article,
"The 3oviet 4ar Threat: Cause or iffect", takes cognlzance of the
&arlike proclivitles of the dictatorshipé and near-dictatorships,
but sets up the 3oviets as the greatest danger to world peaoe,32
A July 4 editorial on "The 3ource of Disquiet" maintains that

unless the German problem 1s solved, surope 1s headed for war or

B’Joseph Thorning, 3.J., "The Orisis in Germany," XLV
(3eptember 26, 1931), 584~5é5. Father Thorning was a frequent
contributor to Amerlca during the next years, though never a meme
ber of the staff., He received hls doctoral degree from Catholic
University, and served later as professor of sociology and acting
dean of the Graduate School at Georgetown University. He also
authored several books on political subjects.

32J0mn Ie Farge, S.J., "The 3Soviet War Threat: Cause or
iffeot,"” America, XLIV (Mareh 7, 1931), 520-521, RFather La Farge
Joined the staff of America in 1925 and 1s still with them. He
served as editor from 7§%5-1948.
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Bolshevism, more likely war first and then Bolshevism.33 Several
weeks later the Pilgrim, Father la Parge, in his "With Serip and
3taff" column, reprints parts of a letter from a German friend,
who tﬁinke that even if the right does gain a victory, it will
only be temporary and a step on the road to Moseow.ja Another
indication of the primary concern with Bolshevism occurs much

later in the February number of the Homlletic and Pastoral Review,

in which Right Reverend Monsigror J. Strauberger in "The Religlous
31tuation in Zurope" brings out the grave danger to feliglon in
the irreliglous societiea, then very strong in Jurope, supported
by 3oclalists and Communists, the "real gravediggers of religion.”
Though Germany 1s treated at langtﬁ, Hitler is not mentioned.35
Many other articles on Communigm and Russia at this time impress
upon us from what quarter the Catholic periodicals saw the greate
est danger,
During the second half of 1931 we shall obsarve that the

periodicals possess a realistic knowledge of the social, economic,

and political turmoil in Germany, perceive the continued growth of]

3Sx1v, 293,
4%V, (July 25, 1931), 378.

3SRB."Msgr. J. Strauberger, D. D., "The Religious Situatio?
in Burope Hog;letif and Pastoral Review, XXXII (Februa 1932
463«473i ’In a8 ar stﬁaIn are Dr, einrlch Getzeny,rxThe !
Cultural Crisis in Europe Homiletic and rastoral Review, XXXII
(April and May 1932), 704-708, BT7-8%0. ’
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the liazi movenent, but place trust in Helnrich Bruening, the Cenw
ter Chancellor who becomes something of an 1dol to them, to ride

"Zero ‘lour in Germany'" in the

out the crisis. Max Jordan's
July 3 Commonweal palints a trué to life plcture of the unbearable
social conditions, especially the unemployment, and leaves the
reader much less optimistic than the general commentary. "An
empty stomach remains the best argument for violent upheav&ls."
The three defense pilllars agalinst radicalism are 3ruening, Hinéen-

36

burg, and the army, he maintains. Geraard Hirsehfeld in "Heine

rich Bruening, German Chancellor" eulogizes the Chancellur for his

37 and Pather

outstanding work in an 1mpossiblé situation,
Thorning's "Germany, Victory or Defeat” in the October 10 America
illustrates'the strong appeal that botﬁ Communism and Nazism have
for the youth, but places trust in the Garman people and govern=-
ment.j8

The duel between Hitler and Bruening becomes daily more ine
tense., 11l the Chancellor be able to stave off the Fascist

threat? America for October 24 reports the open espousal of the

36Max Jordan, "Zero Hour in Germany," Ihe Jommonweal, XIV
(July 8, 1931), 251252, .

37zernard Hirschfeld, "Heinrich Bruening, German Chancellor,”
America, XLV (July 25, 193%1), 373-375, Hirschfeld was a regular.
contributor to America at this time, and had his own column on
economice for a time,

38Joseph Thorning, 3.J., "Germeny, Victory or Defeat,"
America, XLVI (October 10, 1931), 8=90, .
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Kazl cause by Hjalmar Schacht, former Reichsbank president and
financial genius, but goes on to say that Bruening is carrying on
and inspiring confidance.39 Several days later The Commonweal
expresses relief over the passage of the Chancellor's "reconstruce
tion program" for the winter, but points out that he will have to
improve Germﬁny's international position by spring or "the barri-

ers between the Reich and radicalism will tumble."Ao fhe Novem=
ber 7 Americs "Chronicle," while noting the large'gains made by

the Nazis in tﬁo oommunal'eleotlons, believes that the Bruening
ministry has received additional strength with the visit of the
Italian Foreign Minister Grandi to Berlin.41 Two articles by
Father Thorning on Bruening once more reveal Amer;ga'g penchant
for the Chancellor., In the first the author states that the Chane
cellor's outstanding speech, which won him a vote of confidence
before the adjournment of the Reichstag at the end of October,
brought even a few words of praise from Hitler himself, He cone
tinues, "The Nationalists, turning their guns from the Government,
will now.lnitiate a new campaign against Bolshevism." After all,
Hitler has declared this fight against Bolshevism to be the "hise

torical role" of German fascism. But many hard days still await

391y, 51,
40uieex by Week," XIV (October 28, 1931), 621.
Myrvi, o8, '
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42 Hitler is not even mentioned in the second artiocle,

Bruening.
except by allusion., The Chancellor is optimistic, but insists
upon the need for outside help if disaster 1is to be avertad.43
As Christmas came and went the Nazl tldal wave mounted higher
and higher., The periodicals dutifully reported this fact. The
December 26 issue of Amerigs finds Father Thorning in "Hitler: the
Man and His Movement" emphasizing again the appeal of ﬁazism to
the youth and its ooﬂstantly mounting strength. The first para-
graphs see Hitler as a "study in contrasts" and bring out his "plad
tant materialism and glérifloatiou of mishé makes right."44 bui
two weeks later an article by the same author, "The Garmén Bishops
and Hitler," while mentioning the antiaemitiam,.the nationalisnm
and anti-Rer attitude of the Bazls, closes with hope in Hitler's
present conservatism, and thinks that perhaps the party doctrine
will ohange.45 The "Chronicle of the Year 1931" mentions hopefully
Hitler's denunciatloﬁs of violence, and his April announcement to

use only legal means to achleve power.46

42 " '
Joaeph Thorning, S.J. The Triumph of Bruening," America
XLVI (November 14, 1931), 128129, .

43
Joseph Thorning, S.J., "An Interview with Bruening, Americag
XLVI (November 28, 1931), 176=17T.

44Joseph Thorning, S.J., "Hitler: the Man and His Movement,"
America, XLVI (December 26, 1931). 278=279. -

5Joseph Thorning, S.J., "The German Bishops and Hitler,
America, XLVI (January 9, 1932), 333-334.

%Amer;ga, XLVI (January 2, 1932), 295-296, The "Chronicle
of the Year" summarizes all the important news events.of the year.,
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Perhaps Father Gillls, in his February Catholic Forld editoris

v

al, exhibits the greatest wisdom when he comes right out and says
that we Americans just do not know what is going on in Germany.
We Americans do not know the truth. "We read reams of stuff on
one side or the other.... 3o, who knows Germany?"a7 A Commone
weal editorlal for PFebruary 17 expresses the same sentiment in
regard to National Socialism. "No one knows what it is, let alone

what 1t might ooncelvable do.“48

But in the same organ for Febru=
ary 24 Maurice leon, & New Yoik lawyer evidently intent on pre-
senting the Prench position in "France and Disarmament," declares
that "1t is impossible any longér to shut one's eyes to‘the men-
aoing"character of the Hitler-Hugenburg movement" and its certain
expansionism, He insists that the world must take a stend against
Fascism or free institutions are doomed.#g
With early spring came the presidentlal elections, and the
first of five major elections to take place duriag 1932, with the
consequent drain on the political energles of the people. 1In
thelr analysis of the results which saw Hitler lose twice to von

Hindenburg,so we find America, spearheaded by Father Thorning,

4Toxxx1v, 618.

4829g Commonweal, XV, 425-426,

“9vaurice leon, "France and Disarmamant," The Commonweal XV
(February 24, i932), 461=463,

SOThe second election was required by the Welmar Constitution
which required an absolute majority for the Fresldent.
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more sanguine than The Commonweal. After the first elections Amers
ica remarks that they "left Hitler in a sorry plight," since "the
general impression was that they (the Nazis) had reached their

f

PeaKee s In many quarters it was interpreted as a blessing that
the govérnmant did not fall into Hitler's hands at this time.o
An editorial in the same issue, "The German Elections,” states
that "the elections seem to mean that the old thrifty,.law-abidins.
home-ioving, intellectual Germany, which we knew before the pase
slons of the World War obscured our vision, means to retain con-
trol of the government. That it also means the downfall of Hitler
and his inflammatory program is not so certaln, o2 The Commonweal
expresses great satisfactlion with the miraculoué victory of
Hindenburg, yet warns us that much more will have to be done "if
Germany 1s not to slip farther and farther down the incline t6
despair."?> Max Jordan writing in Ihe Commonweal after the run-
off elecéion sees Hindenburg's victory as giving the West ome last
chance to save Germany. If the reparations demands are not drop-
ped, Hitler will come into power. "The Nazis have become numerie

n54

cally the most powerful party in the Reich. Father Thorning,

51 "hroniels," XLVI (March 26, 1932), 586-587.
52591.592.
5?Hg. Commonweal, "Week by Week," XV (March 30, 1932}, 590.

5%max Jordan, "Germany Blects a Preaident,” The Commonweal
XV (April 20, 1932), 682-684, I
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on the other hand, in "What Will Hitler Do Now," believes that the
Kazi wave has reached its highwater mark, and eﬁphasizes the fact
that only in Germany have the people supported one regime through~
out the depression.55 Nazi attacke on the Church were a main
factor in their defeat, he believes.ss Two weeks later in
"Bruening and Hitler: A Study in Patriotism," the same writer cone
éends that Hitler has been cast from the ranké of the extremists 1in
his party, and thus we begin to work into the pattern of the dise
tinction between Hitler and the party, with the former representing
a more conservative bent, of which we shall see more 1ater.57

On May 30 the German crisis entered a new phase, for on that
day President von Hindenburg withdrew hls support from Chancellor
Bruening, and as a result the Bruening government fell. The move
came as & great surprise to all the world, and to this day histo=
rians have difficulty in glving a complete explanation, though it
seems that Junker intrigues had convinced von Hindenburg that
Bruening, hls support in recent elections, had Communistic
leanings.58 In any event, with the departure of Bruening from the

55The Bruening government never had a parliamentary majority.

56Joseph Thorning, S.J., "What Will Hitler Do Now"? Amerjica,
XLVII (April 23, 1932), 5859. .

57Joseph Thorning, S.J., "Bruening and Hitler: A Study in
ratriotism," America, XLVII (May 7, 1932), 106«107.

58P1nsoﬁ. Pe 474,
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government, Germany did lose a vital stabilizing influence.
America in ite "Chronicle" for June 11 believed that the new

von Fapen government would be strictly stopgap,sg

and The Commone
veal for the same week expressed a similiar opinion. The latter,
however, felt that Hitler would follow, and after him would follow

60 Both America and The Commonweal yleld in their tendi

Bolshevisn,
ency to de~radicalize Hitler, to make of him, st least in some way,
a conservative, to prophecy his coming to terms with the more
respectable elements in Germany. Thus The Commonweal: "The value
of all movements such as Hitlerism, of Clemenceauism in érance,
lies in the extent to which sound, moderate government can comproe
mise with them."” The German people, it appears to The Commonweal,
need someone wiéh an extreme formula, like Hitler, to raise them

out of thelr desperate aituation.s1

America, in an editorial "The
Outlook in Germany," admits that with the departure of Bruaniné
from the government; the o0ld uneasiness returns, but refuses to go
along with that segment of French opinion, "talking for Buncombe
county," who think that a Hitler government'means Germany's
girding‘for war. "Pessimism is not in order." Bruening's retire-

ment from the government does not mean a total withdrawzl from

public life. "No one can foretell what further changes will be

59x1vI1I, 220,

S0nyeex by Week," XVI (June 15, 1932), 171.

61:11 .




42
wrought by this turn of the wheel... but it is difficult to pic~
ture Germany under a reign of Communism, or of unbleached Hitlerw
ism. Herr Hitler, the militarists, and the landlords are now near
the top. But remembering the fundamental good sense of the German
people, and not forgetitlng the axiom that a radical in power usuald
ly becomes a conservative, we can look to the futura with hope."62
Alas, this may be so in the ordinary case, but Hitler's case is.
not an ordinary ona.

New elections were schaduled for July 31, to break, if pose
sible the long-standing deadlock in the Reichstag., With the
results in, and a victory reglstered for Hitler, though he did not
obtain a majority, The Commonweal remarks that "it 1s hoped that
the Hitler wave has reached 1tz climax before 1£ overwhelms the

63 and the following week the same magazine admits 1ts

country, "
inabilit& to analyze the situation. "Eventually Germany will have
to solve the Hitler enigma, and when éhat happens the drift will
tell us as much of the future as we can profitably desire to
know.”64 America belleves that the Republic is saved for the time

being, but only with the help of powerful rightist control. iith

62y1vII, (Jume 11, 1932), 225.

GB”Week by Week,"” XVI (August 10, 1932), 358, The Nazis won
37.4 per cent, the SPD 21.6 per cent, the Communists 14,6 per cent

6% yjeex by Week," XVI (August 17, 1932), 380,
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the trend to nationalism, "the national traits of stability and
efficiency were coming back to their own,"63

The ensulng three or four months flnd'America adopting a
somewhat optimlistic attltude, while The Commonweal proves quite
reticent on the subject of Hitler, evidently acting on 1ts pre-
vious statement about the difficulty of obtalning information.
Undoubtedly dissension was growing in the party and Hitler was
having difficulty restraining the restive 3torm Troopers, but it

66 The political

would seem that he never did lose control.
Jockeying between the government and Hitler in an effort to bring
the Nazi into the government, did not bring about a change in

nis "all or nothing” policy.67

America, for August 27 plctured
the éosition of Hltier as a most difficult one, The President
had rebuffed his request for the Chancellorship, and the Storm
Troopers were growing impatient, "but 1t was thought improbabdle
that Hitler would choose to plungé the country into civil war,
which would be a carnage with the present inflamed passions let

68 In the J3eptember 10 issue growlng strength for von

69

loose,"

Papen was reported, and 2 month later the opinion was reitoerated

65"chronicle," XLVII (August 13, 1932), 437,
66éullock, p.'201—205.

5T1p14., 209.

68"Chronlcle,“ XLVII (August 27, 13932), 485,

89111, 533,
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fapen has stolen itler's mantle with his strong demands in the
field of forelgn policy, and the people preferrad his nationelism
to iditler's brand, which could lead into socialism or Communism,
"It was genersally admitted that the coming elections would show
ihe National Socialists much weaker than in the last contest,
which would mear the loss of many seats in the Relcinstag, and

the end of Hitler's powar."7o

The following week's "Chronicle”
carries on in the sanme liné, and spoke of reported iissension |
within the Hazi ranke.T‘

#1th the zlections over, Amerlca was somewhat vindlcated,
for the Hitlerites lost two million votes, though 2t1l11 remzining
the strongest party in the lelchstag; however, America's predice
tion of a growth of sentiment for rapen proved 1lnaccurate, and
soon the Chancellor, with only a small minority backing him, ree
signed, In the same issue in which lapen'’s resignation 1is ree
ported, the "Chronicle” noted that "1t was taken for granted that
Mtler's drs&m of a Naéi dlctatorship weg crushed,” but his ade
herents and hls press would admit nothing or the aért.72 I2 the
"shronicle of the Year 1932" a tribute to Druening proclalimed

that he 414 mueh “to lay the foundation for the rresant strength

of the Republlic.” As for Mtler himself, 1t says that his

TOusnrontole,” XIVIII (October 15, 1932), >6=2T.
Tlx1v11I, (Cotober 22, 1932), 50.
T2woprontele, " XIVITI (Yovember 26, 19325, 179,
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"power reached its zenith, but failled to fulfil the prophecies
fhat he and his followers had made.” For the present the new
Chancellor, von Schleicher, has madé an "ausplclous start,"’”
Unfortunately, his chancellorship lasted'just two more monfhs.

At this point let us pause for a moment to look at several
longer articles that appeared during the last few months and
dzalt with Germany and the Nazls on a less immediate level, 1In
them we ghall find some deepening insights into Nazl doctrine and
tactics. Johannes MNattern of John Hopkins, for instance, 1in

"The Fational 3oclallist Movement" in The Commonweal "or May 18

ﬁoints out how Hitler uses Commuﬁism ag an excuse to Justify hls
mlilitary activities. He also stresses what we have hseard so
often, unless Germany makes some progress in bettering her inter-
natlional position, the Nazls will take over the government.Ta In
"The Religilous Pactor of Germany's Chaos" for the October 1
America, the renowned Hilaire Belloec empﬁasizes the evil of KNazi
antlsemitism, a point that perhaps should have been made more

75

frequently in Catholic periodicals. The Commonweal's "Germany

the Paradox" by Max Jordan, who has showvn an unusual abllity to

73XLVIII (January 7, 1933), 319=320,

7&Johannea Nattern, "The National Socilallist Movement," The
Commonweal, XVI (May 18, .1932), 63-65. :

TS5H11a1re Belloe, "The Religlous Pactor in Germany's Chaos,"
America, (October 1, 1932), XLVII, 611-613, :
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penetrate Nazism, approaches the core of the Nazl movement, as 1t
brings out its "revolutionary and even Bolshevistic character.”
Jordan points oﬁt Hitler's lack of any positive program and 1n;
dicates the antisemltism and anti-Romenism of the Nazil idea. How=-
ever, with the appearance of the real nature of Nazism, Jordan be-
lieves that it is losing strength, though he sees no relief in
slght for the drastic socioceconomlic situation in Germany.76 Hit-
ler is viewed as an extremely serious threat to world peace by
Robert de Chalieu in "War Debts and World Unrest" in the January
11 Commonwea .77 In 5The Spirit of Modern Germaﬁy,” an America
article diffiocult to interpret. Gerhard Hirschfeld ﬁelievas
that what the German people want is a falth in the idea of the
gstate and its military expression, something they have had to do
without since the fall of the Empire. He seems to say that the
Germans want, and need an authoritarian state; 1t 1s consonant
with their nature and history. As for the more immediate sltua=-
tion he appears to favor Schleicher, and to think that the FNation-
alists will soon take over, with Hitlerism subsidins.78

76Max Jordan, "Germany the Paradox, The Commonweal, XVII
(NOWMer 16’ 1932)’ 65"67.

TTRovert de Chalieu, "War Debts and World Unrest,” The
Qommonwesl, XVII (January 11, 1933), 295-297. de Chalieu was a
former o 1csr in the French army, and a contributor to periodicals

in several countries,

78&erhard Hirschfeld, "The S girit of Modern Germany,
Americe, XLVIII (January 14, 1933), 356-35T7.
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+1th the end of the month the hig blow came, "surprising the

keenest observers,"

when ¥Yitler assumed the Chancéllorship, on
January 30, 1933, with the Fatlionallsts in the cabinet hecoming
the "balancing check to curdb the exuberant Nazis." With further
mention of “adequate conservative safeguards"” we pick up the
gulding thoﬁght for the next weeks. Ame;ica.continues, in an
apparently unalarmed manner, to report how “itler had announced
over the radio "a reasonable and moderate program," faithfulness
to Christian mcfal standards, and a solution to unémployment in
compulsory work, "undertaken with the characteristic discipline
of the German peoéle. seeile concluded by calling upon God for a
special blessing.“79 Indeed Hitler knew how to put on the
gehmaltz, and Amefica was not immune,

To The Commonweal also Hitler's accession to the chief
governmental post proved unexpected, and they did not know what
to make of 1t. Did Hitler accept office in the hope that, 1f he
could run the country successfully until the early March electionsg
the voters would give him a majority? Or is he being used as a
to0l of the nationalists? If the latter 1s the case, the Nazis
are sure to split, for the party is essentially one of the
workers, for those who are unwllling to accept Harxism, yet feel

the need for a solution. "But in all probability Adolf Hitler

"Inopronicle," XLVIII (February 11, 1933), 442,
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1s too simple and fearless a man to betray the working population.
If he finds that what he belleves ought to be done cannot be

80

" and leave an even worse situation,

accomplished, he will resign,
In an editorizal in the following issue The Commonweal points out
that Hitlerism, while owing much of its support to laborers, is
by no means a party of organized labor, and goes on to say hesle
tantly that "our estimate is that no startling developments are
to be expectéd.” Mention is made, for the first time in a long
while, of the pfevious eplscopal condemnations of the National
Joclallsts, but only to show that cooperation with the Center

81

should be impossible. Two weeks later The Commonweal rejolces

in the apparent conformity of the regime to its forecasts, there
being no march on Berlin, no mammoth pogrom, etc. "Denefiting by
police support, Nazis have staged something like an'old-fashioned
Kentucky feud” with the Communists. Though some see the return
of the Kultugﬁamgg, Hitler has warned his fanatical devotees
about such stupld politics as attzcking Catholics, and with this
statement we gee the start of a familiar pattern, Nazi attacks on
the Church, with repeated itler apologles and explanations, often

satisfactory to America and The Commonweal, The Commonweal

expects Hitler himself soon to disclaim his violent oratory in

favor of "the good old German middle class habit of golng ahead

q
Oryeex by week," AVII (February 15, 1933), 423,
81

AVII (February 22, 1933), 453-454.




43
very slowly and cautiously." Like the explosive 3oclal Democrats
after they came to power in'1919 1tler will soon go into "shadowe
boxlng."82 -

ﬁmeéiga now grows less confident in its appralessl of lazism,
In the "Chronicle" for PFebruary 25 Hitler's apparent intentlon to
force Féscism on éhe people 1s noted, with his use of coercion on

83

every side, The following week attacks on the meetings of the

Jenter are reported, as well as the suspension of several Catholiqg
papers. i heavy Nazl censorshlip makes 1t difficult to learn the
facts of what is now taking place 1n Germany, says America.gh
ihe "Chronicle" for Harch 11 reports that Hitler is "completely
in tﬁe saddle."’s5 By March 25 it reports that Minere seemed to

be 1little doubt that the victory of the lazlis was & genulne
n86

In tue "ieek by deek" column for Harch 29 The

revolution,
gcommonwesal éeems to appfeciate some 5f the deeper ramifications
of Nazlsm, especlally in the cultural sphere, but compares Hitler
to Jack Cade, the seventeenth (sic) century :nglish revolutione

ary.87 An editorlial in the same 1ssue, on the theme of what

82nieex by Week," XVIT (March 8, 1933), 507.
83x1viz, 490,

84usnrontele, " XIVIII, 514-515,

85¢rvitr, 538.

86 1vir1, 586.

87v4eex by Week," XVII, 591.




amerioan Catholies can learn from the Center pParty, establishes

a likeness between Nazism and Bryanism. Again 1t misses the

radical nature of lazism as an ideology and way of life,

88yv11, 593504,

88
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COHAPTER 1TII

REACTIOR OF CATHOLIC PZRIODICALS IN THE UBITED STATES:
1933=1937

The second phase of our study, which covers approximately
the first four years after :itler's accesslon to power, provides
such an amount of materlial that it will be necessary to piek
and choose in presenting 1t. In this proocess of selection emphae
als will be placed on sever:l key aspects and important events
of this period of Nazl rule, so that a clear, faithful, and
fairly comprehensive refleoction of the periodical reaction is pree
gented, without degenerating into a mass of chronicled commentary
which would be dbut 2 slight improvement on file cards, At first
the discussion of the ilmmediate reaction to Hitler's rise to
power will be continued, so that we can see the development
through the Aoehm Purge of June 30, 1934, After this bloody bath
any 1llusion the periodicals may have had about Hitler was rather
brutally dispelled, A4t the same time brief treatment will de
given to the periodical commentsry on early lazl antisemitism,
one of the most terridble aspects of the regime, After that the
periodicals’ presentation of the ChurcheState struggle in Kazi
Germany will be taken up. In treating thls topic we will follow
the periodical treatmsnt through the loss of any confidence that

51
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may have been had in the Concordat solution. Next, the opinion
of the international significance of the Nazie will be surveyed.
To what extent were they considered a threat to peace? PFinally,
towards the end of the chapter, we will return to the problem of
Church=-5State relations and see how the insight of the periodicals
gradually developed during the last years of the period under cone
slderation.

As should be expected, this second major part of our study
will not reveal any sudden break with what has gone before, so
that we should expect a continuation of the 1dea patterns of the
previous chapter, and indeed, this is what we will find, with
some modification. One point ought to be recalled and made exe
plicit before we go on, and that is that Hitler's word meant
nothing. He could no more be trusted than Khrushchev can be
trusted today, as subsequent development in Nagi policy will
make evident, How long would it take the world to realize this?

0ddly enough there is little direct commentary on the cruclal
Enabling Aet of March 23, 1933, which turned over to Hitler
dictatorial powers for four years. In general the periodicals
continue in the same optimistic veln predominant at the close of
the last chapter., Father Florence D. Sullivan, S.J., an America
staff member from 1931-1934, writing nalvely in his article
"Whither Hitler," glowingly presents the Chancellor as "a
Gatholic about whose orthodoxy there were many unkind rumors. "

Granted there had been violence, this was merely the temporarf
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accompaniment to a major change, for "Hitler im his public
speeches and announcements to the prcéa indicated that he 1 too
canny to belliseve that government can be built up or maintained by
violence or dleregard of the rights of others.... The German
people with their love of libderty will not suffer themselves to
be driven into slavery." Officials have promised to end the vio-
lent treatment meted oué to Jews, Indeed, 1f Pascism is the only
answer to Communism, as in Italy, the Catholies will espouse it.
As for the Chureh, "Hitler cannot afford to ignore or proscribdbe
twenty million Gathélion, onsé«third of the nation, He cannot
permit outlawry and disorder, He must not proscribdbe or persecute
any race or religion.... The signs seem favorable for a complete
restoration of a great nation...."' To be sure, this artiole is
not typleal, and it is to be nctoé that Father Sullivan never
contributed another artiocls to Amexice on the subject of Germany;
nevertheless, the essay does bring out in e vivid way many of the
common misapprehensions about the German situation: Hitler hime
self is not really radical, He will oalm down with time, At
least he has defeated Communism,

The "Chronicle" of the same issue, holding fundamentally the
same poaition as Féthsr Sulliven, indicates that Hitler has been

‘ n " L 3
Florence D. Sullivan, S.J.,, "Whither Hitler"?, Amerios, XILIX
(April 8. ’933)' 6"'7. . s
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more conservative than expected, and appears soothed by his state-
ment of the “"necessity of the Christian religion as the foundae
tion of morais and civic unity and his promlses of Justice for
2 Undoubtedly America was influenced
by the action of Gardinai Schulte of Cologne, who on March 28 had

21l races and religions."

lifted the ban on the Nazis, since Hitler had taken account of
the teaching of the Church and her rights.’

Ihe Commonweal for April 26 hopes, with justification it
believes, that the words of Dr. Julius Curtius, German ambassador
to the United States, will prove true. All the violence accom=-
panying the change of government was due to a certain amount of
"polaric tension,' said Dr. Curtius. The German goal is not
“chaos or negatioﬁ of values, but social, industrial, and nation=-
w4 A month later, after Hitler's May 19 speech
to the Reichstag, igg_ggggggggg; remarks that “the situation is

al reconstruction.

not necessarily as hopeless as is often assumed," It is likely
that the important people in Germany will force Hitler to modify
his program, though this is not necessarily so, and if not, then

we are in for trouble.’ An Amerlos editorial commenting on the

2smerioa, XLIX (April 8, 1933), 22-23,
3d'H‘arcourt. r. 805,

“"yeex by Week," XVII, 702.

Suieek by Week," XVIII, 87-88.




samue speech also lmpliclitly indleates that Hitler will be pree
stralned by the people, and is quite pleased with the speech,
¢specially in regard to its statement of peaceful alzs.> It 1s
noted in the "Chronicle" of the same issue that Jermany ls now
unified; all éeichatag éarties applauded at the corclusion of
ditler's speech.7

Az has been seen, conslderable violenoce, especially against
the Jews marked the early weeks of the Hitler regime, and this
viclence called forth an international protest stimulated by
Jowlsh organizations. The Jommonweal for April 5 "firmly assoocie
ates itself” with this protest, and notes that Jawé are being
persecuted ;a Jews, not as Communists as the hazis declared, =nd
it goes on to say that "nothing more than the overthrow of Hite
lerisn by the German pcéple itself will bring jJustice to the

& JoWm

Jews and other oppressed minorities, including Catholics.”
ever, Ihe Commonweal did not long insist that the ovarthrév of
Hltlerism was necessary for the Jews to obtain Jjustice, bdut

thought the Nazl supremacy “oannot possibly be left unmodified,
to sey the least, by the 1ni1uenoe of those other elements, the

degcent, moderate, ressonable Christian folk who mske up the mass

6x11x (May 27, 1933), 169<170.

TXLIX (say 27, 1933), 191,
Snyeek by Week," XVII, 620.
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of the nation.“g In other words, the German people Just will not
permit this peésecution.

Anerica at this time tends to play down the anti-Jawish
campalgn, while definitely taking mote of it. Thus the "Chronie
cle”: "It was learned from suthoritative sources that these manie
fas%atiéns of race hatred, attributed for the most part to irree
gular groups, were ocndemned by Hitler and his cabinet, and that

w10 Several

efficient means were being taken to restore order,
weeks later 1t implied that matters were not perhaﬁa quite as bad
as was commonly believed, since many Kasl threats were never
carried out." Zhe Commopweal appears more forthright in con-
demning this persecution ag a definite violation of human rights.
Zven if there is such a thing as & Jewish problem, i.e.,, the Jews
having e disproportionate numdber of people in the high income
brackets, 1t can never be settled by a2 denial of human righta.12
Murthermore, extermination of the Jews will be followed by sttack
on the Chnroh.‘3

Iwo Aperice editorisls indleate that it ls evidently both=-

ered by the sudden excltement engendered by the Jewish troubles

Suyeek by veek," XVII, 64T=-648,

YOy1IX (april 8, 1933), 22-23,

Yy11x (June 10, 1933), 239.

12ugieex by Week," XVIII (June 2, 1933), 114=115,
1IXvI1I (July 7, 1933), 254.255, (editorial).
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in Germany, in contrast to the lack of interest in the religious
persecution which has gone on for a long time and on a grand
scale in Russia.‘4 Fernaps this concern with Russla partially
explcins its fallure to take the firm stand one would expect. In
its "Note and Comment" column for October 21 americ: acknowledges
that'there are too maﬁy Jews in the professions. 3Iven the Jews
recognlze this, says the writer, and cites rather naively their
present exodus from Germany to enter farm work in Falestine. "Thﬂ
Jew, whether In Palestine or thelr new-found centers of refuge;
must be transformed from the intellectual to the manual worker."15
dlaire Belloc, howsver, partially rescues Amerlica when in an ‘
excellent article he comes out categorically and declares that
no one can Justify the Nazi persecution of the Jews., It is a

clear violatloa of human rights.‘s

An article appearing much
later in the Catholic Jorld comes to the same conclusion as
Belloc, that the Nezis are violating human rights, and if we do
not protest, silence is approval.17

8 time passed, a primary concern of Cataollic periodicals

14XLIA (april 8, 1933), 11=13, "Jewish Protests and Russian
Experiments."; L, (November 4, 1933), 97-98, "If Recognition of
Russia Comes. .

151, 53.

16H11a1re Belloec, "The Persecution of the Jews," Amerlocs,
TLIX (July 22, 1933), 367-369, :

7 pan1 Kiniery, Ph.D., "The Jewish Minority Problem in
Germany," Catholic World, CXL (January, 1935), 422427,
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in the United 3tates was the position of the Church in liazl Ger-
many. Before we conslder this 1t would help to recall the abso=~
lute lncompatibility of the Hazl ideology with Christianity, and
Hitler's ultimate intention of suppressing the Church when he
felt that he was strong enough to do so. Any concesslons he made
to the Church were made merely to insure a certain amount of
Church support, as long as he felt he still needed it. Thus the
Concordat, as any treaty to a ruler of Hitler's type, was a
mere scrap of paper, whlch he would respect only so long as he
felt it served his ends. Thls end was largely to pull the wool
over the eyes of Catholios as to his real intentions, win a cere
tain amount of support, and where this was not possible, at least
to stir up confusion within the Cathollc ranks as to als real
purpose, It will be remembered that gseveral days after coming to
power ditler, through a few facile promises about respecting the
rights of the Jhuroh, secured the removal of the ban on Catholics
Joining the party. The Concordat was Just a continuatlon of this
policy. How long did it take Amerlica Catholics to realize this?

In an excellent artlcle in the American dccleslastlical Review
foxr April 1933, John B. idason, profeasor of political sclence at
the University of Colorado, stresses the strong opposition of the

German Church authorities to the Nazi program.18 He points out

18This wag written before the removal of the ban on Catholies
Joining the party.
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now the German hierarchy have "unsnimously condemned" a ;art of
the Kagi program "ss being in éonrliet, in assantialipaints of o
poral pature with the teachings of the Catholic Church," The
bishops have deslared that the Natlional Socieliet movamént is not
merely a party, but & way of life, end i1te leaders intend to sub~
stitute 1t for Christisnity.'’ Catholics have been forbidder to
Join the iimzi rarty under pain of refusal of the saorasments, and
a Benedictine abbot has been punished for publicly protasting.ao

However, with Hitler's open declaration of the inviolability
of Catholic teaching, the tasks and rights of the Church, and
vallidity of the earlier concordats, and the consequent 1ifting
of the ban on the party by the German bishops in late March, the
situation changes. Iditor Miohael Williams of Ihe Commonweal in
hie article "Hitlerism and Religion" in the May 19 issue, notes
that the Garéan hiererchy have baen‘placed in & state of obviocus
embarrassment by their reversal now that Hitler is in powver, and
he goes on 4o recommend and quote at length from the aforemene

tioned Mason erticle, «s well as two others, one by i, C, Hoke

’9Thn specific faults fouud with Nazism by the Bishop of
¥ainz, and quoted by Mason, were three: (1) the Nazis demand
freedon of religlon so lon% as 1t does not Jeopardize the existe
ence of the state, Acknowledged party leaders say the Church does

ust this; (2) They postulate & special morsl feeling and moral

w for the Germans, whioh leads to rsce hatred and denies the
universal morsl law; (3) By their talk of positive Christianity
they mean a German lational Churoch,

2Ojonn B. Mason, “The Catholic Church and Hitlerism," Amerjican
Zocleslasticsl Review, LXXXVIII (April 1933), 385401,




righansen, an eminent Protestant clargyman, in the Maren 29
ghristian Century, and the other by Danlel Binchy in the Mareh
3Jtudies. ‘lomrighansen in "iHitlerism end Religion,"” while seeing
danger in Yitlerism, pointé out that "Hitlaer himaeif i3 2 Catho=
lic and attends Mass falthfully. Whai is more, he demands that
members of the Nazi group be positively Ohristian," Inasmuch as
#llllams endorses these articles, it is clear that.he himself had
not yet formed any clearcut opinion on the HitlerismeCatholleisn
relationship, though he does see definite diffieultios.g‘
Binechy's article, which does not receive quite as much attention
from “illiams as the other two, is quoted at length in the May
Satholio sierld "Foreign reriodical" section.?
the extreme diféiculty of unaerataﬁding the religious situation,
but states definitely that Hitler is not a believer, Heverthee
lesa, he has tried to "exoreise" the spirit of anti-Cathelicism
wlthin the party, and éoas not Qant to break with Rome.

On June 11 the long awasited Fulda rastoral of the German

Binchy comments on

Bishops appeared, and seemed to bend over backward to come to
terms with the state, This letter went sc far as to express

"great joy" that the leaders of the new state "have expressly dee-

%1ahaal 71ll4ams, "Hitlerism and Religlon,"” Sommonweal,
XVIII (May 19, 1933), %9-7i¢ . dhe

22 OXXXVII, 221223, Binohy - =as connse¢ted wlth the Irish
Yorelgn Cffice, and maw serviece 1in both Germany and Italy, the
former before the advent of Hitler, He is the author of an
excellent study of Itallan Tagcinsn,
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clared that they put themselves and thelr work on the foundations
of Christienity. This i a public, solemn profession which narituH
the heart-felt gratitude of all Catholiocs." Though still showing
themselves wary in many respects, the bishépn g0 on to promise
help to the new atate, and give voice to thes hope that much of
what has happened recently will dbe only temporary, and that the
leaders of the movement will extinguish its sparks of anti«Cathole
ieiuu.23

Despite this optimistic pastoral, Ameriocs, suddenly becoming
much more cautious, is slow to take any stand during June and

24 on

July, and shows littlie enthusiasm over the bishops' letter,
July 8 the "Chronicle"” notes that ChurcheState relations in Gere
many are coﬁlng to a ﬁoaa, with many disturbances in Bavarlu,as
and Pather lLaParge in his "With Scrip and Staff" column two weeks
latsr calls attention to tie suppression of the.xnnxch Catholic
weekly for three months, and adds that these reflections are "re-
commended to those of our fellowecitiszens who think that the ‘
millenium is coming in Gornlny.“as

ing of the Concordat no dcfln&t; position had deen taken by the

Thus on the eve of the signe

periodicals, though Ameries, weuld appear more pessimistioc about

33r§e text of the 1933 Pulds Pastoral oan bs found in John 3.
Mason The olie urch in tler Germany,"” Amerioan Beplesie
astica) .Review, LXXXIX (October 1933), 381-404.

EAXLIX (June 24, 1933), 267. (editorial)
25x11x, 335,

26 merion, XLIX (July 22, 1933), 374.
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the outlook for the Church at the time,

On July 8, 1933 the Catholic Church, through the Vatiocan, be=
came the first major power to sign an agreement with the new Ger-
man government, This was the famous Germen Concordat, arranged
by von Papen, which basically exchanged the suppression of the
Center rarty and other Cathollc semi-political organizations for
the recognition of the rights of the Church, especlally in regard
to education, various religious organizations, and ecclesiastical
discipline.27 America records the fact of the Concordat in the

n28 and in all subsequent issues has very

July 22 "Chronicle,
little oémment to mﬁke on the subject, except to note in time
that the Nagis have completely disregarded it, Thus one cannot
help getting the impression that Americe never felt that the Con-
cordat would work, but out of respect for ecclesiastical authority
hesitated to criticize, and just kept silence.

In contrast to America, The Commonweal over the month
carries a continuous commentary on and evaluation of the Concore
dat. The lead editorial in the July 21 issue says "It would
appear, then, that the apparently wellegrounded feaf that

Catholicism in its essential expression would be attacked by the

27The text of the Concordat may be found in The Persecution
of the Catholie Church in the Third Reiech, pr. 516=522,

28y11x, 383-384.
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Hazil regime was either unjustified, or has been averted, at least
80 far as the official attitude of the Nazl government is cone
cerned, It remains to be seen how far this official attitude
corresponds to the real intentions of the Fazi regime, or the resl
power of the present rulers of that regime to maintain its
official bargain with the Churoh.” The editorial continues that
it 1s "highly probadble” that the state authorities will overlook
the basic rights of the Church, and if they do, the Concordat will
serve "as a oriterion by which the civilized world will be able t
Judge éhs new situation.” They end ominously by noting the nrrnn]

of a famous Dominican apéntlu of world peace on the very day of
the signing of the conncrﬁat.29

Three wesks later the editor of Ths Commonweal takes up his
pen to defend the (Concordat., The agreement by no means implies
"moral recognition" of the Nazl reglme, but rather, following the
éhuroh'ﬁ reliey 1a.thn past, "established a legal basis from
which the defense of rights can be undertaken.” Whether or not
under existing circumstances the Church can aciually succeed 1in
getting its part of the dargain is an open question, dbut "it
appears that the Church in Germsny has emerged from the firtt

stage of the German revolution, from several points of view as

29yv1r1, 295.
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dangercus and oritiocai an upheaval as any reocorded in history,
with remarkadble success.” Then he reverts to the old theme that
the Chanoellor himself ié undoubtedly responsible for the German
desire for the Concordat, and that he is not to be identified with
the more radicel anti-~Catholic element in the party.m

After another three weeks the editor interprets the Cone
cordat from a new angle, seeing 1t as a “vory plain signal past"
to all Catholic Action to stress the fnndauantsl. Amidst the
great upheavals of the time, it may be necessary to give up "sece
ondary forms of action,” politioml and social, in order to p§.~

serve what is oaacnt1a1.31

In the same lssue George ... Shuster
writes in "Germany under the Concordat" that we Jjust do not know
how things‘will work out. The faet thit Germany was amenable
"must be attributed to the extraordinary influence of Mussolini
ﬁpon the Hitler leadsrs,” why did the Church consent to the

dissolution of the Center? 7Iwo prodbable reasons: the party was

Hxy11I, 359. Two months later in a letter to the editor
the Abbé Zrmest Dimnet, noted Frenoh intellectual and g¥gg§§g§g;
contributor, severely criticized gg!mgggﬁ%; for thelir lack of
clarity in this editorizl. He points ou: it 18 obvious that
Hitler made the Concordat for his own advantage. XVIII, (October
&, 1933) 535. Sarlier in a letter Dimnet had accused %gg_gfgﬁeﬁy

%a Hitler and the whole KNezl movement much too
I (Ansunt 25, 1933), 410,

ggg.gggggg!ggl, XVIII (3eptember 1, 1933), 419,
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weak agalnst the Fascist majority, was internslly split, and was
losing Catholic votes, though galning liberal ones; more lmpor-
tant was "the marked personal opposition of iope Pius to the
spread of.Bolshevism." Hitler's opposition to Bolshevism was
preferred to Bruening;s cooperation with the Socialists. "Rome
sees in Moscow the final antagonist of Christianity, and tﬁere—
fore as abundant evidence shows, heartily welcomes & trend in
Germany more actively opposed to Bolshevism than the sorely
harassed Center rarty could be." Iater in the article vhuster
writes that "of great 1mportancé is the fact that the Bishop of
Usnabruck haé been appointed to the state Council, whnich affords
the Church political representation in a messure compensatory for
what was lost through the political change." It is unfortunate
that a man of kr. Shuster'’s stature should Be taken in by such a
statement, Indeed, 1t seems hLe is bending over backwards in or-
der to Jjustify the sction of the Holy See. He closes by saying
that only time will tell if the proper course was followed, but
that, in his opinion, 'reason again was on the side of Kome , "2

At this time zatbar Thorning in America seems quite enthu-
siastlic about the Concordat, and in an erticle “"he Record of the

t

German Center, euloglzes the party and pralses 1ts dissolution,

at the behest of both Church and state, a8 a great flinal act of

5£George N. Shuster, "Germany under the Concordat," The
Commonweal, XVIII (3September 1, 1933), 420-422, :

it
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disclpline. "”1t1er, by & formal recognition of everything for
which the Center had contended for sixty yes::», repudlated the
ideology of the Kulturkempf and acknowledged the superior claims
of consclence in the domeln of falth and morals,” If the azreee
ment 1s observed, there will be no more need forﬁcollectlve Cathe
olic political action. “The Centriste could not, with justice,
be blamed for felling to'bring the full Christian dispensation
into the corporate life of the State....it is to be hoped that
the Hitler government will supply this need, ">’

That Father Thorning and Mr. Shuster wer; deceived to some
degree appears obvious, IThe same cannot be said for Albert Brands
writing in the September issue of the Jatholip korld. In "Hitlere
ism vs, Catholicism" he remarks that from the beginning thé party
has had very deflnlie anti«Catholic tendencies, which in the past
few years have been concealed, and that any love Hitler might
have for tle Church proceeds from "paterisl reasons.” TIrue, of
late iiltler has let up a little on‘anti~catholieiam.lbut it is to
be noted that he needed support and funds, Koreover, his fcllowe
ers still keep up their anti-Catholic campalgn., Dler Fuehrer 1is in
the habdlt of disavowing both himnself and others. ihich will it

35Joaaph Thorning, 5.J., "The Hecord of the German Osnter.
smerica, XLIX, (September 2, 1933), 510512,
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le this time?>*

The October issue of the American Egclesiastical Review
presents another article by John B, Mason entitled "The Catholic
Church in Hitler Germany." The climax of Church-Nazi relations
jcame when the Nazis achie&ed power, says Mason; this brought about
P change in the tactics of the Church. At the beginning the au=-
thor summarizes his earlier article, and then points out the Nazi
violence against the Church before the Concordat. The remainder
pof the article contains the text of the June 11 Fulda Pastoral

pf the Bishops, with an explanatory commentary. Despite the ope
timism manifested by the bishops, Mason himself remains quite none
pommittal, even in face of the Concordat, and one gets the impresw
EFlon he does not share the outlook of the bishops.35

How long did it take Amerlcan Cathollcs to realize that the
Concoxrdat meant very little to Hitler? FProposed legislation for
hmercy-killing" and sterilization aroused the strong protests of
Both America aﬁd Zhe Commonyeal. As early as the first week of
Bhugust America in 1ts "Chronicle" called attention to the anti-

36

Christian trends evideﬁt in the sterilization laws, and in an

3 Alvert Brandt, "Hitlerism Versus Catholiclsm,"” The Cathollg
iorld, (September 1333), 641.651, :

1

3570hn B. Mason, "The Catholic Church in Hitler Ge ,
hmerican Ecclesisstical Review, LXXXIX (October 1933), 381-404,

36%11% (August 5, 1933), 430431,
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editorial "Hitler and the Physician” on October 21, 1933 atrongly
objected té lawe in Germany 1egalizing euthanasia, and referred
to "Hitler barbarism,”>' By the end of November Amerioca, which
had'nover shown enthuézaam in regard to the Uoncordat, except for
Father Thorning's artiecls, pointed out that it "had not brought
the peace and stability that wae promised for 1£.”33 An ediiorisl
the next week protests against obvious vialatlons.of ths Conocordat
in Bavaria,39 and two weeks later the "Chroniole” states that

40 élth the first issue of the

religlious freedom is far from won.
new year an editorial "The Geraman Tyranny," while not referring
specifically to the coﬁoordnt, declares thﬁt the government has
proceeded from "un-Christian® to "anti-Christian" policies, with
sterilization pﬁrtianlarly iﬁ mlné.a‘ The "Chronicle of the
Year" 4in the same i1assue again does not rafsf explicitly to the
concérdat. but points out that both Kazi racisl discrimination
42 A month later

another editorial notes that Hitler has been interfering in

and sterilization laws have been condemned,

35, s1.

38”chrohiele," ¢ (Rovember 25, 1933), 191,
395, 195-196,

405 (Décembver 12, 1933), 263.

415 (January 6, 1934), 315,

420 (Jenuary 6, 1934), 336=337.
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in Church affairs since "the very day of the signing of the Cone
cordat.““j Agein in the March 24 issue 1% is stated in an edi-
torial ihnt despite the Concordat Catholics are oonfronted with
serious diffioculties in regard to education and youth organizes
tion. "It is daily becoming clearser that the temper of the Faszi
govarnmént is definitely snti~Christian and anti-religlous...”
Unlesn the saner majority of the German people can reassert tﬁeir
authority, "Hitlerism will be estadblished as a permanent menace
to oivilization,”** Without a doubt Amerigs by this time has
lost any esteem it may have had for the Vatiocan-German settlement.

Zhs O
violations of the Concordat that Amerios does., George N, Shuster

smonweal does not keep up the running commentary on

in "Catholies in Nezl Germany" in the January 2¢ issue realiges
thui there is a crucisl strusélo going on, but that it is very
difficult to acquire information about the real situation. The
naterial geins of Catholles during the past sixty years have
evidently been lost, e.g., political influence is gonej papers
are censored; priests are jJailed for so-called "political” talk
from the pulpit; Catholic educetion is aeriouslj threatonéd. Ale
though some form of fasoist dictatorship in Germany may be necese
srry for the people, still Haziem, says Shuster, inasmuch ss it

kjc (Pebruary 3, 1934), 415416,
44, (varch 24, 1934), 582-583.
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5 Juch statements would seem to

is also a religlion, is evil.a
indicate that the author realizes that the Concordat has not
succeeded, but he does not precisely advert to this fact, In
the "seek by wWeek" column for kay 4, The Commonweal reports that
"thelraeial and réligiouz stupldities of the government have led
io multiplying acerbitlies, so that now even the Catholic hierarchy
18 virtually agreed upon the inevitability of opponltion."&s
fnally, by June 1934, we find Ihe Commonweal saying ”thoa:s who
8till beliave that the letter of & papal concordat wlil prevail
against barbarism are living in a fool's paradiaa."a7
Father Gl1llis in the (atholic sorld never made direct comment
on the Joncordat, but certalnly be doas see that in Garmany the
struggle 18 betwsen the Church and heathenisa, the lross and the
swastika, Hitler's chances of successfully "balting the iope"
are nil, and he will not succeed where Biemafok, lapoleon, and
Henry VIII all falled. Father Gillie belleves that :ltler would
like to be abla to call off the raolal and religlous hatred he

nas engendered, but that it has gotten out of his control,

14 294 y
45george X. shuster, “Catholic in Ne.. Germany,” Ihe
commonwaal (I (January 26, 1934), 34324k,

46

4T.( (Juane 29, 1934), 234-236, (edltorial)




71
Unfortunately the die is now oant 48

Hence, by early summer 1934, at the latest, the three prine
ciple magazines under discussion had recognized the futility of
the Concordat as a protection for the rights of the German Cathe
olies. 0d4dly enough, Ameriga, up to this point the periodical
tending to be moat optimistic in its view of the German situation,
has never shown itself enthusiastic over the Concordat,

Juns 30, 1934 bdrought the infamous Hoehm Purge, which grew
out of a nascent spirit of rebdellion on the part of the Roehmeled
Storm Troopers, who feared a position sudbordinate to that of the
arny. It oconsisted in the cold~blooded murder of several hundred
Bazl enemies, mostly 3torm Trooper leaders, bdut also others,
including former Chanceller von 3chleichsr, and Catholic Aotion
head HErich Klaasoner.ag Thie event marks an important develope
ment in the reacgtion of the periodioals, since it eliminated
practioally any sympathy the periodicsls still may have had for
linzgiem, and helped them to see Hitler himself in his true light.

Both The CJommonwesl and America are horrified by the whole-
sale June 30 murders. "How shall one agoount for this outbreak,

or try to sketch the odjeotives which ite perpetrators had in

A8,4xx1x (May 1934), 129-132, (editorial)

491&0 exact number 1s not known, Hitler admitted fifty-eight,
and the French j ,gggg_gava 401, Cf, Bullock, pe 277« Other
estinates are much higher,
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mind?" asks The Oommonweal, "That iltler should have dons these

thingé is, we repeat, simply ineaneeivahla.“ Goering must have
taken advantage of the Chanoellor in order ia aeffect this terridble
deed.”® The following week The Jommonweal "sets forth a theary
to explain the happenings. The more radieel Nazis must have
stagad a brief rsvelutlion, and this acoounts for the murder in the
purge of such men as von 3chleicher and Klausener; this redellion
was suddenly crushed, whigh accounts for the death of so many
Hazis of the left, "The belief that Hitler suddenly ran amuck
and ordered a holooaﬁmt requires far more coredulousness than we
are able to muster,">’ Amerjga, in its editorial "Germany shooks
the World" for July'ié, does not seek to exouse iltler as did Ihe
annggnggi. It rescts violently. "30 the worll is faced with a
desperate clique, who will allege aﬁy pretext, elither againat its
enemiss or its own friends, in order to embark on any wild advene
ture to keep it in powar.”52 The next week another editorial

"Mad with Eowar“ stresecs the same theme, "Hitler with his close
est assoclates may not be insans, but for thn oommon honor of

humanity, we should feel relieved Af they were, ">

0nyeex by Week," XX (July 13, 1934), 27T.
51iyeex by Week,” XX (July 20, 1934), 296-297.
5211, (July 14, 1934), 315,

5311, (July 21, 1934), 339.
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"Hitlerism once had a future; it now possesses only a pest.,"
Thué runs The Commonweal's commentary on Hitler's July 13 speeéh,
supposedly an explanation of the murders, which offered little
explanation beyond the fact that it was the leader's will.54 Ihe
Commonweal does not know what to make of Hitler, "who compromises
the materlal and moral charsoter of his nation beéause of a pri-
vate 'party quarrel...” For a small matter such as this, he did
not hesitate to show tﬁe world "that Germany had become & place
where law 1s the will of a dsspét....ﬂltler, declaring that the
decision of January 1933 was irrevocable, that his will super-
geded courts and legitimate righte, that the people would eat
horse-meat or worse if his power were possible on no other basis,
that the nation was a 'division', that opposition of whatever sort
would mean certain death, not only made himself Germany, but renw
dered the name ‘'German', proudly born by generations of noble men
and women, a title no decent human being anywhere else on earth
would wish to bear.">>

Another event of this summer of 1934, overshadowed by the
Roehm affair, but which also served to further convince both
America and The Commonweal what Nazism really was, was the cold-
blooded murder of Austrian Chancellor Engelbert Dollfuss by Nazi

assassins in an unsuccessful attempt at a Nazi goup in that coun-

54ce, Bullock, 279-280.
S5uyeek by Week," XX (July 27, 1934), 317.
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trys Amsrics in an August 4 editorial seee it as a further reve
elation of Hazi barbarity.ss and The Coo
editorial how the "frightfulness"” of Nazism has appeared.57

points out in an

There can be n& doubt that tﬁs events of this summer revealed
the nature of XEazisz mors clearly than ever to the periodicals,
yet thelir treatment of the death of Fraesident wvon Hindenburg and
ites aftermath show that they did not yet understsnd how completely
Hitler held ths people in his grip. In early August 1934 the aged
president, 1dol of the army and conservative intsrests and a ree
luctant supporter of Hitler, finally gave up the ghost, and Hitler
agsumed the office of president, & move to be ratified by a pleb.
iscite later in the menth. Zhe Commonyeal fel{ that the army in
taking the oath to Hitler as president, had succeeded in coming
to some agreement with him, and "is surely and slowly ourbing his
freedom of movsmgnt."ss In the élobiucito itself, controlled in
every way, sufrioioné opposition was shown to Aitler's assumpiion
of the presidency that both magazines took heart, especially
Amerige which stated that "Germany is not yet free, but she is on
her way to freedom.” As séen as Germans realize what Hitleriem
really is, they "will rise in effeotive protest.,” "In that day
they will npaediiy free themselves from & regimo.whicb is a stun~

56LI {August 4, 1934), 387.
5Txx (August 10, 1934), 355356,
58400k by Week," XX (August 17, 1934), 376«-377. (editorial)
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bling block to peace in Europe and a constant menace to man's Gode
given rights."Sg Unfortunately, "that day" was a long way off,
True, the Stofm Troopers had lost‘their poiitical prominence, a
fact that should have strengthened the army, but soon the S5 would
constitute 2 much more serious threat to the independence of the
army than the Storm Troopers had ever been.6o

How did the periodicals react to Nazlsm with respect to the
international situation? Did 1t constitute & threat to peace?

The recognition of the injustices of Versallles and subsequent
Allied dealings with Germany led the perilodicals in the beginning
to show some sympathy for the aggressive foreign pollcy of Hitler,
and if not sympathy, at least understanding, But as time passed,
they showed perception of the practical necessity of expansionism
and aggressiveness on the part of a state such as the Nazi state.
Gradually they began to realize that war was inevitable, once
Germany had built herself up and acquired some allles,

After a concillatory and reassuring Hitler speech dealing
partly with forelgn affairs on May 19, 1933, both America and The
Commonweal appeared satisfied. The latter considered the speech
"a straightforward bid for international friendship" and felt that

59 .
America, LI (September 1, 1934), 481-482, (editorial)
The Co onwea’, "Week by WBak,ﬁ XX (Aﬁgust 31, 1934), 417t the
yerb §i t

erbatlm quotations are from Amerlea.

6oBullock, p. 281.
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it had "hnlpad to clear the air of at least some misconceptions,”
61 4 week later in the
lead editorial "The reaoce of the wWorld" Ihe Commonweal showed
sympathy for Hitler's demand for equality. and declared that the
nb2 Anything
he sald might have been said by Bruening, was éggg;guwg comment ;

preaumably about Cerman foreign polioy.

speech was "more coneclliatory than had besn expected,

we ought to guarantee equality of arms to Germany if we are really
interested in 90303.53
This friendly attitude did not last very long, and in 1ts
August 18 "Week by Week" column Zhe Jommonweal thought, despite
the ”repeaiad 1ncldants'of a provooative nature between litler's
Bad éoy Seouts and citizens of neighboring countries,” that Gere
many was both too weak in arms and isolated dlplomatiéally to make
o4 Zhe Jommonwes
also refused to get exclted when Germsny left both the league of

any serious trouble, at least at the preasent.

Nations and the Geneva Disarmament Conference in October 1933 on

the grounds that she was not being treated fairly.’® in editorial
several weeks later agsin expressed sympathy with the German view
that 1f other nations do net disarm down to her level, mshe has the

61"%aak by Week," XVIII (August 26, 1933), 88,
627111 (June 2, 1933), 113114,

63x11X (May 27, 1933), 169=170. (editorial)

S4n 00k by Week," XVIII (August 18, 1933}, 376~377.

65niiaax b "
y Weak,” XVIII {October 27, 1933}, 600=601;
599-600. (editorial) ' ’ Ibid.,




7
right to arm up to theirs., Germany is to a large degree rearmed,
says The Commonweal, for though she (may) not have much equipment
at present, she does have the will to fight. However, we can
take the word of those in power that they do not want war, since
this would ruin Germany. IFurthermore, she has no allies, Fronm
her rearmament she wants not so much war, as force behind hexr
words in forelgn policy, but if things go on as they are, trouble

could come, resulting in a terrible cataclyam.66

Much later The
Commonweal reverts to an lmportant theme when 1t remarks that Hite
ler needs an objective in foreign policy "to stimulate the image-

67

ination of the people,” However, she 1s not yet ready for war.

This 18 why war did noé follow the frustrated goup in Austria the
following August.ég
America's reactlon to Germany's departure from the League of
Nations and Geneva does not differ much from The Commonweal's.
Pessimism in the situation 1s manifested in Father lLaurence Pat-

terson’s article "Is iWar Coming?",69 and in an editorial in the

same issue,7o but'no strong critieism of Germany 1s made. Americs
66XIK’ 61 -626
67XIX, (Mareh 7, 1934), 565-566. (editorial)
6

Sxx (august 10, 1934), 355-356, (editorial)

69Laurence Patterson, S.J., "Is Yar Coming?", America L
(October 28, 1933), 79-80, Father Patterson was at the %Ime
teaching at Woodstock College, Maryland.

701, (ootober 28, 1933), 73.
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does seem more consclous of Germany's secret rearmament than does
Ihe Commonweal. H, C, Ingelbrecht and F. C. Hanighen in their
April 2% article "Is Germany Rearming?" conclude that "Germany has
for some years beén an arms producing énd exporting coﬁntry, dew-
gplte Versallles and now, under Hitler, has already made great

strides in rearmament,"71

and the "Chronicle" comments on May &
that "it seemed evident that the military-minded Nazls were nege
1ect1ﬁg no effort to put themselves on a war basis."’° America 1s
also quite concerned at this time wilith & certaln expansionisn
implicitly contained in Hitler's doctrine of the unity of the
German people.73

After thelr fallure in dustria in 1934, in the followlng two
years the liazls won several outstanding diplomatic victories in
taking over the valuable 3aar area through a2 plebiscite provided
by the Versailles Treaty, in announcing open rearmament without
any effective protests being made, and in violating both the
Versailles Ireaty and the Locarno Pact by marching into the demile
itarized Rhineland. In an article in fhe Commonweal before the
3aar pleblscite, rrince ubertus Lowenstein, a noted German

Cathollic exile, had pleaded that in the coming plebiscite provi-

71H. C. ingelbrecht and F. C, Hanighen, "Is Germany Rearming?”
America, LI (4pril 21, 1934), 32-33,

7211, (say 5, 19%4), 95.
737.1 (August 11, 1934), 2411, (editorial)
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slon be made for genulne freedom, and no intimidation of the
populace be allowed., Moreover, the Saarlanders ought to be
allowed to preserve the gtatus guo, and not be forced to choose
between Germany and France, since being all German in natlonality,
they would choose the former. If they could preserve their statusd
as independent, they would serve as a st. -7 contrast to the rest
of Germany, and would form the nucleus for the new Germany once
Nazism fell, Furthermore we must not be taken in by the Nazi
demand that this is the "one last ohatacle" to a peaceful policy.
A new last obstacle will keep arising ad ;gi;g;&__ "National
Soeclalism ylelds easiest if it is confronted with decisiveness."7~
For the most part, Lowenstein's appeal fell on deaf ears, '
Amerlca in her "Note and Comment" column saw the Saar plebi-
scite as an example'of peaceful recaﬁeiliation of differences,

with the league leading the way.75 Ihe Commonweal saw in 1t a

"waning of Marxism" among the workers, and also, noted the rather
noncomnittal attlitude of the ecclesiastical authoritles on the
1ssue.76 A month later The Commonweal came out ln praise of the

league's handling of the situatlon,77 but Lowensteln returned to

74 " ‘i
Hubertus Lowenstein, "The Saar Valley," ggg Commonweal
XXI (December 14, 1934), 196-197. ’ ’

735111 (Jamuary 26, 1935), 368.
T6nyeek by Week," XXI (January 25, 1935), 357.
TTwyeex by Week," XXI (February 22, 1935), 469.
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the pages of the same magazine several morths later to deplore the
great mistake in not giving the 3Saarlanders a more attrictive ale
ternative to Nazlsm than union with Prance or a poorly guaranteed
independence, and to accusa the Ieague of connilving with the Nazii
The Xazi victory merely meant an increase in presti_- for Hitler
and further incitement to bold policy rather than a step in the
direction of peace. '"London may wake up only when planes bearing
the Hakenkreuz fly ovér Pleadilly Gircus."78 Unfortunately 1ittl
attention was pald to the dire prophecies.cf Prince Lowenstein,

Yhen on March 16, 1935 Hitler declared to the world that he
was dropping all pretense, and would now proceed to full rearma=-
ment in deflance of Versailles and in accord with Germany's honor,
america in an editorial "The Shadow of Var' remarks that rearmo-
ment leads nearly 1nevitébly to war, but finds fault not merely
with Hitler but with all nations responasible for Versailles.79
Ihe Commonweal, on the other hand, thinks that the Allles were
foolish to believe that the Jaar decision was "final," The GermanJ
government can point to successes gained by fofce, an& we can look]
for attempts to incorporate Danzlg, annex austria, Czechoslovakia,
and perhaps even the Polisk Corridor., If only we had revised

Versallles long agol The world must now choose beiween German

78Hubertus Lowenstein, "ilurope's Zero Hour," The Commonweal,
ZLII (vay 17, 1935), 61-53.. -

79111 (Maren 30, 1935), 581-582,
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domination of Central Surope or conflict, though war is not

81 In following issues this last statee

likely in the nesr future,
ment is sladorated., Though arme sales have incressed, only bluffe
ing will profit Germany at this time, belleves The Commonweal, and
it 18 unlikely Prance and 3ngland will fall for thls.82 Furthere
more, the diplomatic isolation of Germany provides a stirong chec'
on agzressive lntsntlons.83 In nie artiole "what wWwill :zurope Do“?
in the same issue, George 3huster states that since Germany has
falled to attain economic autarky through diplomacy, only war is
left, 7This course is exhausting and expensive for the moment, a0
we oan look for a2 period of "wearing walting,"” which may not find
Germany the loaar.gé * *

In Mareh 1935 iitler made his next move, thls time marching
into the demilitarized Rhineland, and simultaneously holding out a
non=-aggreasion pact to “ngland and ?rance.ss In a lead editorial

"Goosewitepping toward Chaos,” The Commonwea] asks the big ques=

80u,eex by week," XXI (March 29, 1935), . .

8'“weex by week.“ AXT (April 5, 1935), 637.

Sg"weak by #eek,& AXI (april 12, 1935), 665,

83400k by Waax.4 AXI (April 26, 1935), 721.

84&aorga He ﬁhustar, "what Will 3Zurope Bo“? dbe Commonweaml,
IXI (April 26, 1935), 725726,

“5It 18 interenting to note that Yitler issued two sets of
orders for this operation, one calling for withdrawal if Prance
took to military ovposition. Cf. Pinson, S519.
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tion, have religion and affairs of state been completely separated
has Machiavelll triumphed? If there 18 not a change soon, "no man

made treaties will save clvlli:ution.“as

The following wnci finds
Zhe Commonweal in the same mood, claiiia& in its lead editorial
"Dictatorship Triumphant” that Hitler had won a great victory,

and that, though {mmediate war was averted, "the probability, ale
most the certainty of & general war in the néar future has been
glaringly revealed," France and ingland have both shown their
weakness in the rae; of German 1nitiat1ve.87 Ampsrica in its April
4 editorial “War lords Muster" remarks that the world is paying
for Versailléa, and aynpathlz;s with Germany's desire for the
fhineland, though explicitly not identifying Germany with Lagism,.
On the whole the situation looks bad.88 A week later George Shuse
ter in & rather involved Commonwea]l article "Is It Zero Hour in
Germany?" thinks that Germany 1s not yet su:ficicntly s0lid polite-
ically aﬁd economically to start war now, but that she is growing
in this respect. Purthermore, Germany has to show her people that
the great expense of the army is worthwhile; hence, the danger of
more Nazi militaristic talk and possible aggruasicnosg

86¢x111 (Maron 20, 1936), 561562,

874x111 (March 27, 1936), 589-590.
881 1v (april 4, 1936), 607-608.

Bgacorge ¥, Shuster, "Is It Zero Hour in Germsny?" Ihe
Commonweal, XXIII (April 10, 1936), 649=650,
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In the May 1ssue of the Catholic ¥World Father Gillis points
out that the great error was Versallles, and says we should not be
surprised at Nagzi action in seizing the Rhineland. Moreover, Af
the diplomats did not know that Germany was rearming, then they
are hardly worth their salary. VWhile showing some sympathy for
Germany, Father Gillis has no use for Hitler, "a paranolac and a
homocidal maniac, Precisely: a cold-blooded,.calculating murderer
as he demonstrated with hie Neronian 'purge'....He is EZurope's
Menace Number One, a greater danger than Stalin or Mussolini." But
he did take his opportunity when Versailles gave it to him.go‘
In October 1936, as a result of League disapproval of Muse~
solini's Zthioplan venture, the Rome-Berlin Axls was formed, which
finally enabled Hitler to break out of his isolation, though The
Commonweal characteristically hastened to note that this was not a
military alliance. "Such a thing will not exist until Mussolini
has lost his mind..“9T Americe has nothing to say on the event at
the time, except té note that it took place.92 The following week
Zhe Commonweal has become quite alarmed, though not over the Romew
Berlin agreement, and in its "Week by Week" column issues doleful
predictions. Germany's four-faar plan indicates her preparation

for war is nearly compiete. She now has a tremendous war machine

900XXXXIII (May 1936), 129-132., (editorial)
9 ryeek by Week," XXV (November 13, 1936), 59.
92%onronicle,” LVI (November 7, 1936), 112.
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in operation. "Hever before in the history of mankind has there
been any such tétalltarlan mobilization of human beings and human
wealth for conquest.” All this 1s not only for home consumption.
"Germany is bound sooner or later to seek axpansion in 3urope,.,"
ihe first goal will be Danzlg, then the Gorridor.93 '

All in all the perilodicals under sur ey grow increasingly pese
simletic about the chances for war, though they do not see it
coming for a while, prineipally becsuse Germsny is not yet pree
pared, Both the Qatholi¢ ¥orld and The Commonweal appsar more

fearful than America, IThs Commonweal being influenced somewhat by
Frince Lowenstein's views. Of special note is the fact that Ver=

sallles proved invaluable to Hitler in the sense that he eould
always with reason point %o its injustice as a Justification for
his own policy; it gave to his naked aggression a dress of respectq
ability.

How that we have completed our investigation of the periodical
reaction to Nazl foreign policy up to late 1936, let us go back
t0o see what they were thinking about Churchestate relations during
the latter part of the period under discussion. PFrom the begin-
ning the periodicals had recognigzed the impossibllity of recone
ciling striot Nazliem with Christianity, and by mid«1934 they had
re Jected any practioal rapprochement on the baslis of the Conocordatd
vuring the following two-and-one~half years many articles will

934xv (Hovember 20, 1936), 87.
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appear in the periodicals on the various aspects of the Nazil per=
secution, with consequent deeper understanding of Nazism and ite
hostility to Christianity; after mid-1934 they all tend in this
direction,

In late 1934 The Commonweal published two anonymous articles
dealing with the Church in Germany, both of which showed special
insight into Nazi tactics. "The Present Front in Germany" warns
us not to let Red persecutioﬁ in Spain and other places mﬁke us
indifferent to the Church's sufferings in Germany. "The situation
seems indeed to be much more serious than many of us‘realize."

The alm of the party ies "the substitution of a creed which is more
convenient to the nature'of Germans and makes them more fit to
devote themselves entirely and without restriction to the polite
ical task as figured out by the Kazis." Hitler's tactics are
subtle, but we must not let blandlshmeits, which usually follow a
period of suffering, confuse us, since this is precisely what they

9%  nogtholies in Germany" reminds us agaln to

are intended to do.
keep up our guard lest ﬁe be deceived by Kazi propaganda. "Nazism|
is absolutely anti-Christian" and has determined to make the

Church "a kind of spiritual éepartment in the minigtry of propa=
ganda uﬁtil National . ocialism has secured complete cultural con=-

trol of the German people." At least Communism is operly antie-

94w1lliam Western (pen name), "The Present Front in Germeny,"
The Commonweal, XXIV (October 23, 1934), 601602, :
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catholie,.9”

In the “wWeek by Week" column for January 4, Ihe Commonweal re=
marks that ﬁttlcr keepe up a "ailent but dogged war on the Chrige
tian churches," and though wa.seo the Church glorified in her sufe
ferings, still'the outlook for the Church is "very dark™ 1f the
kazl movement continues unabatod.95 Zhe cgggénwua; hopéa that the
so=called ocurrency trials?7 will "make it plain that a deeply antis
Satholic philesophy has now been épaeaing the Third Reich into a
new Kulturkampf durlng the past two years, and that the situation
will doubtless get much worse before it grows better."98

In the ¥ay 24 issue The Commonweal printed axcerpia from a
statement by Hitler puppet JFelohebigchof Ludwlg Hueller, in which
he declared his purpose 1ln forming the Kazi German Church, Their

95 " "
anon Catholics in Germany,” ZThe Commonweal, XXI (Decembsr
7, 1934), 163~165, ' '

95¢x1 (January 4, 1935), 274. Throughout this period of
common suffering, Ihe ! al always showed itself keenly ine
terested in any signs o ollo=Protestant reconciliation, or
sense of community. OCf. George X. Shuster, "Toward Rome," XIX
(December 29, 1933), 231«233; Kerl Thieme, "The ind of a Heresy,"
XX (Jume 1, 1934}, 1452147 and (June 8, 1934), 176«177; Kurt F, .
Reinhardt, "The German Lutheran Struggle,” XX (Ooteber 12, 1934),
560«552, It 18 a fact that one of the fruits of the Xazl pericd
wasd deeper mutual understanding between Catholliocs and Protestants
in Germany.,

97xhe currency triels were an attempt to defame the whole
Cathollc clergy because a few religlious had violated the laws
regarding money exchange with foreign countries. Fropaganda
played them up until they bdecame preposterous. Cf. Iggsgggggy

gution of the Catholio Chupeh in the ZThird Rejch, pp.
9Buieex by week," (XII (May 10, 1935), 31.
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rebuttal is revealing. "In essence National-3ocialism is a reli-
gious movement, It is tﬁe offspring of the bottomless seaculari-
zation and apostatizing of modern men....Unless all signs fall,
this degradation is bound to become widespread. The future of the
Faith will depend upon resistance, not by swords or the cabal, dbut
again through complete willingness to profess at all costs the
sacredness of the Christian 1ife."9? Thus The Commonweal.

Americe also keeps up a carefﬁl commentary on what is going
on in Germany, but does not seem as penetrating as The Commonweal
at thie time. In the "Chronicle of the Year 1934" it calls atten=-
tion to the widespread.nazi violations of the Gonéordat, especlale

100 4n editorial

ly in regard to Catuolic youth organizations.
the following month stresses the fact that the right of parents to
educate thelr children in the way they deem proper, & right guare

anteed by the Concordat, has in practice been nullified.‘o1

Rough
treatment handed out to two thousand pllgrims on their return
from Rome, along with the currency trlals, offered occasion for
another America editorial several months later. A determined cam-

paign against the Church is being carried on in Germany, fre-

9 9 14 o8 ~ "
Ludwig Mueller Church and State 1n Germany The Commone
weal, XXII %May 24, %955), 93-94, The quote is taian from the
repiy by the editors.

100171 (January 5, 1935) 313.

101111 (February 23, 1935), 461462,
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quently with the open encouragement of high government officials,
This cannot be the work of just an extremist element; nor casn a
government which so treats its people long stand.102

Throughout the summer of 1935 America continued to deal with
the religious situation in a number of editorisls., In the July 6
issue, commenting on the pagan celebration of the summer solstice,
encouraged by Nazl leaders, they state thet the Kazls are making
"a determined effort to paganize the German people.”103 A week
iater the great danger to German youth because of tﬁe impossibile

ity of Christian education 1s emphasized,m4

and an early August
editorial maintains that the present time 1s much worse than the
Kulturkampf, since Bismarck did not forbid Christlanity and en-
courage paganigm.105
On Sunday, September 1, 12935 the annual Fulda Pastoral of
the German Bishops was read in all the churches, and, of course,
dealt at length wilth the serious religlous-political situation.
As for action, it called for resistance only in the spirit of
Christ, and condemned any resort to violence. It asked Catholics
not to listen to or spread extravagant rumors about government

officials, and goes on to say that "the best response to all

1027777 (May 18, 1935), 122-123,

1031111 (July 6, 1935), 290.
1047111 (July 13, 1935), 314-315,
105LIII (August 3, 1935), 385,
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charges will be that Catholics distinguish themselves by their
rrofessional conscience and their spirlt of sacrifice, and that
they are fathers of model families and servants of the state,
falthful to their duties.”'%% It was a conciliatory document, and
Ibhe Commonweal said just this. "It is an extraordinarily concili-
ating document, and by no manner‘of means satisfles the hopes of
those who thought that more active resistance to Nazi policy was
desirable.” The Commonweal is dismayed with the faillure of the
bishops to'make some appeal for political action and clearly hints
that a stronger condemnation of Nazi terrorism and gross pagan

tendencies would have been weleome.’o7

America's commentary on
the other hand i1s much briefer, asnd reveals none of the disap=-
pointment found in The Commonweal. It polnts out editorlally that
the persecution in Germany is every bit as severe as that in Mexw
1co, and calls attention especially to the attacks on youth men-
tloned in the pastoral. It focuses on the avowed purpose of the
letter, "to fortify souls of Catholics,"” and reminds us that the
Church will survive.'9® The gommonwesl definitely takes a dif-

ferent point of view, which seems more in line with its more

1OsThe text of the rastoral may be found in la Doog?egtat;gg
%gtholi%ue, XXXIV (September 28, 1935), 390-399. This is a French
ranslation. The translation above is taken from p. 399, and is
the author's.

107 wyeek by Week," XXII (September 13, 1935), 455,

1081111 (September 14, 1935), 531.
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renetrating understanding of Nazism at this time.

The Cathollc NHorld haes certalnly not been unaware of what is
taking place in Germany. In its "Recent Events" column in the
June and August issues it takes note of the "blatant display of
raganism and the open hostility to the Jews,’and of increasing
persecution of Catholics."'®? In an article in December 1935 the
anonymous author displays'an amazing perception of Nazism and the
German situation., PFlrst, there is no likeness beiween now and the
Kulturkampf; at least the latter was an "open fight." It is non-
sense to think that Hitler himself 1s noi so bad but‘is dominated
by evil cohorts, since he is a "master liar of the century, mis-
takenly supposed to be the one ﬁonest fellow in the band of
crooks," whose goal is the complete "unification" of the German
nation in economics, thought, belief; ideals and‘politics. The
author goes on to say that the Church "has been crippled by the
sulcide of the Center," and hindered b& the Concordat, now & onee
slded contract. When ﬁitler became Chancellor some Cathollic leadw
ers were inclined to "unreasonable optimism and opportunism," but
now "1t has become clear even to the most optimistlc that tiey
nave been cruelly deceived.” Only Nazi tactics change, not their
program, which calls for thé "methodical annihilatlion of the
Church." The majority of the German hierarchy made the "traglec

blunder" of thinking that they could tame Hitler as they had

1095511 (August 1935), 618; OXLI (June 1935), 361-362.
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tamed Bismarck, but Hitler was too clever, iitler aims at totallw
tarianism, and he has the power and the cleverness to achieve
14,110

Prince Lowenstein, whom we have already encountered in ths
pages of The Commonweal, now appears with an article in Americas
in whlch he reiterates much of what the anonymous Zatholic Forild
writer has Just said. The situatlion is much worse than the Xul=
turkampf, especlally since there exists no organigzed defense. The
big mistaske was made with the dissolution of the Center rarty.
However, Lowersteln does not belleve Hitler as firmly entrenched
as did the former author, and he predicts he willl have to go to
wer to save his power."‘

Another anonymous Commonweal article emphaslzes once again the
terrible persecution going on, and shows how the periodical has
come to understand Nazism. '"Brown-shirt orators are shouting
openly that within two years'the Catholic Church will be wiped out
of Germany., These are no 1dle boasts.” 4 diabolical propaganda
ains at destroying belief, "but it is élao thrilling, inepiring,
elevating, for those with e&es to see the grandest sight on earth,

that of the Church under persecution."”a

HOAdolf Sehuckelgruber, "The Church in Germany," Catholic
World, CXLII (December 19355,.291-298. The name is a pen nsame,

1“Ivh.tbe:z'tu.s‘ Lowenstein, "A Germen FPrince on Hitler," America,
LIV (Mareh 3, 1936), 563-564, .

112.non., "Crucifixion on the Swastika," The Commonweal,
(May 8, 1936), -35-37. L=
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The spring of 1936 brought with it the immorality trials, a
glgantic hoax excogitated by the ‘azils to defame the clergy and
religilous of Germany in the eyes of the peopl@:,“3 and this dia-
bolical attack on clerical morals could have no cther effect but
to further embitter Church-~state relations, insofar as they still
exlsted., The Fulds Pastoral for 1936 still holds out hope that
Hitler's anti-Bolshevism is sincere, and that this will perhapsv
cause some let-up in the persecutlon of the Church, and Amecrica
goes along with thls hope,114 but by the end of the year even this
faint glimmer seems lost., The occasion for this is the publicae
tion of a pastoral of Cardinal Bertram of Breslau, one of the hiem
archy who had long hoped for and worked for a rapprochement with
Hitler, but now in his letter admlte that this is impossible,
America comments editorially: "It is all but certain that the
skies wlll grow darker bvefore réligious freedom dawns again in

w115

Germany. sarly in 1937 Pius XI issued Mit Brennender Sorge.

1130¢. The Persecution of the Catholic Church in the Third
Reich, pp. =323

a1y (september 12, 1936), 541, (edltorial) The t:xt of the
1936 Fulda Pastoral may be found in the Cathollc Mind, X.LIV
(Hovember 22, 1936), 455-459,

5291 (December 5, 1936), 204,




CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

In our study the general purpose has been to reproduce the
image of Nazism found in five Aimerican Catholic periodicals, three
important jJjournals of opinion and two clerical Journals, from 1923
1937, He have made an effort to portray the reaction of the perie
odicals as & whole, &nd thus have not been concerned to differen=-
tiete extensively between the magazines., Tor the most part, no
attempt has been made to pass Judgment on the perlodicals, slnce
this would require auch more informetion than the writer has at
his disposal, e.g., a knowledge of the sources of information
avalleble to the periodicals, an acqualntance with the reaction
of other periodicals, both Catholic and non-Catholic, &s a basis
of comparison. Ve have merely trlied to present the totality of
the reactlon.

Yow we wlll try to point up the salient features of the por=
tralt created in the previous two chapters, and to examine them
in the light of the reality of lazism. Then, in accord with our
findings, three questions will be ralsed, though no answers will
be offered,

In the first place, it would seem that the perlodicals never

really grasped the amoral and revolutionary character of the Lazi

93

Ld
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movement, & fact whick becomes especlally clear when we notice the
ease with whick they will accept Hitler at his word, It is diffi-
cult to understand & man who has strippred himself of all moral
concepis, and of any regard for truth, but such 1s the case with
men like Hitler and their fcllowers, who never have any intention
of speakling the truth, and who will not hesitate to do one thing
while at the same time they profess that they are dolng the exact
opposite., This i1s precisely what we mean when we say that Kaziem
is amoral or revolutlionmary, revolutionary in the sense that it
overturns all standard moral values.,

As early as 1930 the perlodicals reported the condemnation of
the Kazl Ffarty by several bishops because of the antl-Catholic
character of the movement. These same periodicals, for the most
part, went along with the bishops when shortly after the inabling
Act Hitler, by means of a few vague words about the rights of the
Church, secured the repeal of the condemnatlion, and even won some
vords of pralse for kis liberal attitude. The Concordat itself,
the initiative for which came from the Nazls, was one gigantlc lie
from the beginning, yet for a while there was a strong sentiment
in the periodicals which saw this as a viable solution for the
Churche~state dilemma i1 Germany. usarly promises made by Hitler
not to upset the international éituation were taken at thelr face
value for a time, e.g., after his May 19, 1933 address to the
Reichstag, though in thls respect the periodicals were much more
skeptical,
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Such amorality cannot live in a spirit of friendship with

Christianity, and 1t must be recognized that throughout the years
under comsideration the periodlcals understood the impossibility
of any theoretical unlon of undiluted Nazism with Christianity.
However, as they were continually looking for some kind of agree-
ment on the practical level, they Jjump at any word of Hitler that
would seem to indicate the possiblllity of a de facto solutlion of
the Churclhi-state problem. The third chapter showed how the perl-
odicals become more optimistic efter the Nazi seizure of power

and how they were soothed by litler's assurances at this time,
€+8ey in Father Thorning's imerige article. The Concordat did not
meet with universal scclalm by any means, though several authors
enthuslastically sponsored 1t, and opposlition was expressed more
by sllence than by positive criticism in the case of America.
There followed a period of growing distrust and finally there came
the Hoehm rPurge, which provided the magazines wlith thelr best
evidence as to what Hitlerism really stood for, and marked a majon
step in the development of thelr attitude. From then on their
inslght deepened and perhaps became most profound in the anonymous
Commonweal and Catholig World articles at the end of the perlod,
though it 1s doubtful how far America penetrated even then. A
certain, unwarranted optimism, to be brought up later, may have
been responsible for the slowness in perceiving the lmpossibllity
of practical as well as theoretical, conciliation with Hitler.

A second major feature o. the periodical portrait is the re-
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peated tendency to separate Hitler from the radical element in the
party, and to see him as the honorable man among a group of
thieves, doing his best to restrain the really violent element in
the movement. This false plcture of himself Hitler deliberately
fostered, and it helped him considerably throughout the whole
period we have surveyed. This theme appears lmmedlately after the
strong Nazl showing '~ the 1930 elections, after a few 'conserva-
tive" statements by Hitler, and appears again and again'during
the éruci&l years just before and after his accesslion to power,
frequently in the assumption that a radical out of power is a
congservative in power., Here the general impression created is
that once Hitler takes office, the "decent and respectable" ele=
ment among the German people will férce him to de-emphasizé the
radical nature of his program, such as the persecution of Jews
and Catholics, and, in fact, this i1s what Hitler himself really
wants, since at heart he is conservative. Whercver the perlodi-
cals may have acqulired this view, it certainly was not from a
thorough study of Meln Kampf, 2 book not referred to once in the
whole course of our study. Again, according to this view, with
the signing of the Ooncordat, 1t is Hitler himself who really
desires agreement with the Church, though many of the radicals
oppose it. Only with the Roehm Purge did the periodicals seem to
begin to stop making the distinction between Hitler and the party,
and 1t will be recalled with what difficulty Ihe Commonweal
brought itself to admit that Hitler himself was responsible for
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this bloodbath,

Closely allied to this tendency to de-radlcalize Hltler is the
tendency to de=radicallize the German people, in the sense that
they wculd never fall for an "unbleached" Hitlerliem. Iooking at
it from Hitler's point of vieﬁ, this can.be considered a penchant
to underestimate his power over the people snd his abllity to ate
tract or force them to his way of thinking; looking at 1t from the
people's point of view, 1t can be considered 2 tendency to overs
estimate the power of reslstance of the German pecple. Before
Hitler became Chancellor some felt that Hitlerlsm was "too fcole
ish" ever to be accepted by the German people. OUnce hé had become
Chaﬁcellor, it was 1requently stated that the people woulc prevent
hin from carrying through radlical poliecies, and it willl be recall=
ed how at the time of the pleblsclte for the presidency after the
death of Hindenburg, Aperica believed that the show of copposlitlon
in the plebiscite oclearly indicated taat the "German people were
now on the rcad to freedom." Clearly the periodicals put a littls
too much trust ln the Germaﬁ tradition of freedom, and in the will
end abllity of the German people to carry on this traditlon.

A valuable tool used by dHitler, one even more useful than the
image of himself as coaservative, was his ory that he had come 1o
save Germany from Communism, and this constitutes a third general
characteristic of the reactlon. Juring the years prior to 1933
we will recall how the periodicals were more concerned wlth Cone

munist violence and the Commuulst threat to the government than
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with the lazls, though this did change in the last months befor:

the fatal January 1933, At one time in 1931 Pather Thorning
ceemed to agree with [itler's statement that the "historical role"
of German fascism was the flght against Bolshevisﬁ. Shortly aftei
the Jnabling Lct Pather Sullivan declared openly in imerica that
1f fasclsm was the only alternative to Communism, then bring 1t
on., asmerica continuelly manifested a disgust with the preoccupa=-
tion of Americens with the persecution of the Jews in Germany,
while overlooking the Communist persecution of religion in Russia
end elsewhere, George Shuster in his evaluation of the Concordat
saw & principal reason for the iloly see's sgreement in the wish
to set up a2 stronger opposition to Bolshevism in Germany. Jven
as late as 1936, following the Fulda Pastoral, Amerlca was still
veekly hoping for some common front agelnst Communism. There can
be no question but that iiltler's avowed crusade against Communism
won him some support and a good deal of sympathy from the periodl-
cals, especially during the critical years right at the time of
his accession to power. UINo one will deny the danger of Communism
everr 8t this time, but 1t appears that the Catholic periodicals
permitted excesslive concentration on Communism to impalr their
powers of perception in regerd to Lezism, at{ least up to the final
months of the »~rlod treated, |

A fourth general featurse, not so pronounced as the others, has
to do with forelgn affairs. Here Hitler held in his hande a trump

card, namely, the Versallles !reaty, which he played with master-
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ful skill. During the years while he was struggling for power,
Wwith nationalism his maln rellying cry, neerly zlways Versallles
won éympathy for hia and hls goals; and there was a measure of
Justice In his cause. The same can be said for his policy of withd
drawing from the lLeague of Latlons and the Geneva Disarmeament Cone
ference. TFrom the beginning, however, considerzble awareness of
i1tler's warlike proclivities was manifested, and several times
the need to assume a warllke posture to Jjustify belt-tightening
for the people at home was recognized. Unfortunstely, in the mate
ter of the Saer plebiscite, Prince Lowenstein's warnings went
unheeded, but it wae rot long before the periodicels reslized that
the only factor keeping Hitler from war was hils lack of preparaw
tion, military and diplomatic. Here they seemed to have a reale
istic attitude.

On the whole, did the periodical reaction conform to what
lazism and Hitler really were? In general, 1t seems 1t can be
sald that the pericdicals did not grasp the true nature of lazisnm,
with 1ts lust for vpower and negation of values and 1lts ruthless-~
ness, until the time of the Roehm lurge, 1f even then; nor was
the practical, as opposed to the theoretical anti~Uathollc charace
ter of the movement clearly recognized untlil about the same time.,
Certainly, right at the time of his accession to power Hitler was
able to create a picture of himself in the periodlicals which did
not fit the facts, and at other times he succeeded in playing the

conservative, Both the threat of Communism, and to a much less
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degree the Versailles Treaty, helped him to hide from the gaze of
the periodicals, at least temporarily, the true nature of Nagzism.

Though we have not made it a major concern to differentiate
carefully between the reactions of the periodicals, still it
might be interesting to delineate briefly several differences of
approach that have stood out.

Pirst of all, the Zatholic World, under the vigorous edltor-
ship of Father Gillis, never really fell for any of Hitler's
double~talk, and quite early we find Father Gilllis declaring that
Fazi antisemitism and private German ethics will be extremely
dangerous for Christianity. At no time did we find the Zatholice
Horld pleturing Hitler as the conservative or as the savior of
Germany from Communism, and at the time of the Concordat we saw
the pseudonymous Brandt speak out strongly against s Christlan
rapprochement with Hitler, while The Commonweal and, to a lesser
extent, America were hesitating. At the end of our study the
pseudonymous Schuckelgruber presented ue with an extremely reale
istic and accurate portrayal of the Nazl movement.

In general, it seems true that The Commonweal and America on
the whole varled little in their outlook, though in the years
1931-1932 The Commonweal showed 1tself much more cautlous than
America in commenting on the German situation, and several times
Just admitted a lack of information and kept silence. This peri-
od also saw in The Commonweal several penetrating artlicles by
Max Jordan. At the time of Hitler's accession to power both
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seemed moderately enthusliastlic, America golng to the extreme when
it published Father Sullivan's unrepresentative article, However,
with the Concordat a strange change took place. America, usually
the magazine taking the most lenient attitude toward Hitler,
never had anything favorable to say about the Vatican-~German sete
tlement, except for Father Thorning's article, and seemed to re-
allze before The Commonweal the impossibility of 1ts solving the
Church-state problem in Germany. This indeed, 1s an interesting
fact, and quite difficult to explain, expecially in view of the
fact that The Commonweal took a stronger position in regard to
Fazl expansionism after the Saar plebiscite and also, in two
anonymous articles published in late 1934 and in the editorial
comment on Relchsbischof Mueller's statement in the following year)
seemed more keenly aware of the nature of Nazism at the end of the
perlod under survey than did America. The latter we saw hoping
forlornly even at the very end for some kind of common opposition
to Bolshevism. The sterner and even aggressive attitude of The
Commonweal toward Nazism during these last years of the perlod can
be seen also in i1ts reaction to the 1936 Fulda Pastoral in cone
trast to that of America. 4s to Nazil antisemitism, The Commonweal
appeared more outspoken in opposition on the grounds that it was
Just simply a violation of humen rights. America certainly admit-
ted this but did not concentrate on it and reaffirm it as thor-
oughly as did The Commonweal, and even once appeared to admit that

something had to be done about the “Jewish problem" and to condone
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its solution through questionable means., America certainly more
than The Commonweal manifested irritation about so much concern
with the Jews, and preferred to call attention to the persecution
of Catholics in other parts of the world, especially in Russia,

In our opinion these are not really major differences; never=
theless, they should be brought out. If we were forced to line up
the periodicals and rank them according to thelr degree of insight
into Nazism throughout the period under discussion, distasteful
and difficult as this would be, it would be necessary to place the

Gatholic World first, then The Commonweal, and finally, America.

As for the Homiletlc and Pastoral Review and the American Ecclesi=-
astical Review, the articles in the former by George N. Shuster do

not differ from his Commonweal contributions, while the other 1932
articles cited show great concern for the danger of Bolshevism,
practically to the exclusion of Hitler. The two articles by John
B. Mason in the American Ecclesiasticel Review both reflected con=-
siderable understanding of the situation in Germany.

In the light of our findings three questions arise which we
would like to pose for conslideration, but which we will not ate
tempt to answer since, as we stated before, this would carry us
beyond the scope of our work.

That Hitler profited by the threat, or seeming threat, of
Communism is a patent fact; his ranting and raving against the
Marxists won him the tolerance, if not the enthusiasm of many.

The whole study demonstrates that in the eyes of the periodicals
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Hitler was the lesser evil., Whether history has borne out this
view or not, we do not belleve it within our competence to judge,
and this is not the question at issue; undoubtedly we can say that
the concentration on Communism prevented a clear look at Nazism
during much of the period urdier consideration. Is the atmosphere
still such today that any crusader with nothing more than a few
faclle phrases about the evils of Communism can make attractive
some cause of his own which in itself would be quite undesirable,
though perheps not so much so as Communism? FHitler never offered
any positive program of his own beyond the most general promisee,
but his anti-Communism made this program palatable to many.

The second question to be raised deals with the Church's
attitude toward Nazism, and through extension with the periodical
reaction. Many oritice of the Church have noted that the Vatlican
was the first state to make an officlsl agreement with Nazl Gerw
meny, and have accused her of giving valuable support to the
regime; and it is certain that iHitler approached the Church just
to recelve this support. The question is: must the Chureh of her
very nature in her dealings with nations and peoples carry out
Cardinal Newman's dictum "that the Christien must be slow to bee
lieve evil, credulous to ﬁelieve good, and more content to have
his confidence abused than to distrust one man who in fact de=-

1

serves trust"? Such a policy can have disastrous results in this

'Por this question cf. Catholic Mind, XLIII (February 1945),
77, Quoting the london Tablet for August 26, 1944,
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day and age of amoral totalltarien dictatorship, and perhaps
leaves unheeded the Gospel injunction to be "wise as serpents,”
Certainly 1t 1s a literal application to interrational relatioﬁs
of the dictates of personal morality, which John Courtney Murray,
JeJdey has recently called into question so eloquently.2

Another point to be considered 1s the optimism of the periode
icals, a tendency in most cases, though notably absent in that of
Father Gillis, to see the brighter side, even when this outlook
seems to be hardly Jjustifled by the facts, and perhaps is more the
result of wishful thinking than anything else, In particular we
are concerned wlth the ability to recognize many of the theoretw
lcal evils of Nazism, and yet stlill to hope agalnst hope, as it
were, that the Nazls will not reduce this theory to practice, and
to give the lmpression that human nature is not capable of such
reduction of Nagzi theory to practice. We will once agaln recall
the repeated assertion that the baslc good sense of the German
people would not stand for a pure, unadulterated Hitlerism, and
that Hitler, elther compelled by the people or his own nature,
would just have to calm down once in power., To what can we at-
tribute this optimistic outlook? Was 1t merely due to a lack of
information? Did the perlodicals unconsclously transfer conditiond

in our own country, where the people have a definite voice in

2 john Courtney Murray, S.J., "Morality and Foreign Polioy,"
%%iriga, CII (March 19, 1960 and March 26, 1960), 229«233 and

.
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policy, to Germany where this tradition is not nearly so developed
and thus think that the people would force Hitler to modify his
policy? Certainly the nature of the new, modern phenomenon of the
totalitarian state with its absolute, effective power to enjoin
its will upon the citizen was not perceived, For a while it seems
that this optimism was partially due to an overestimation of the
vigor of the Center FParty, but this is not a sufficient explanaw
tion. Could 1t be that the periodicals simply had not learned one
of history's greatest lessons, the depths of evil and the heights
of good open to man? Did they fail to realize the evil that can
be in a man? Or did they engage in wishful thinking and refuse
to face the truth, like so many today will not face the facts
about Communism, because they realize that this means that they
must fight, and in doing so leave behind the TV's, the front
porches, the corner drugstores of thelr dally existence? In any
event, the question is an important one for our day, since it
would be fstal to underestimate the evil forces in Communism and
their power to corrupt men, or to allow the Slren«like volce of a
Khrushchev to lull us into complacency with its deceptive talk of
co~e¢xistence which so caters to our desire to lead normal lives
and our dread of leaving the usual patterns of existence to take
part in a great worlde-struggle.

These are three questions which seem to derive from the
material of the thesis; we make no pretense at answering them,

for this postulates a long study and one beyond the scope of our

. lnvegtlgatlon,
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