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CHAFTER I
INTRODUCTION

During the comparatively short period that sociology has been accepted
among the seciences, it has branched out into specialized fields of study
covering every mman relationship. With the division of labor, increasing
rapidly with the growing complexity of society, the Soclology of Professions
arose, concerning itself with the soclal conditions and problems associated
with the professions.

One of the professiona of ever-incoreasing importance in the civilized
world is that of teaching. As such, it carries with it a variety of soclal
problems, not least among which is the failure of society to supply the de-
mand for teachers. It becomes imperative, therefore, for studies, included
under the Seciology of Professions, to be undertaken to discover in as scien-
tific a manner as possible, the soclal factors which are related to this
problem, in order that the resulting generalizations may serve as the basis
for predictions on which a movement for overcoming the deficlency can be
organized,

In the United States, the Catholic Church through its parochial and pri-
vate schools, has, from the begimning, shouldered a large share of the respon-
sibility for education. Although the number of Priests, Religious Brothers,
and Sisters has never been adequate to cover all the missionary work the
Church should like to undertake, yet the shortage of Religious teachers in the
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private and parochial elementary and high schools of our large cities did
not becoane an acute problem until within the last two decadea. That social
factors are involved is obvious; the gquestion 1st which ones? ands how
are these social factors related to the failure to supply the demand? how
are they associated with the reasons for the choice of a profession or state
of life?

It is adnitted at the outset in focusing on the Religious Sisterhoods
that the element of grace 1s indispensable in the choice of that vocation
however, it cammot be denled that grace bullds on nature, and the nature of
man is social, and therefore suwbject to social factors and influences.

Present Need for Religious

The insistent reiteration in a vardety of versions of the tremendous
current need for laborers in the great harvest,” establishes beyond doubt the
conviction that the issus is too urgent to be side-steppeds %The Roman
Catholic Church gave two indications Wednesday that it is worrled about a
shortage of young men volunteering for the priesthood.*¢ "The Church in
Brazil has been unsble Lo mest the demand for more priests."> ", . . /T/hou-
sands of priests and Religious are needed to overcoms the terrific handicap

Latt. 10137

2 Barrett McGurn, "Catholic Church Worried by Shortage of Clergymen,"
Chicago Sun~Times (October 31, 1957), pte 1y Pe ke

3The New World (Chicago), June 13, 1958, pte 1, pe 10.




3
the Church faces in preserving and reaching all nations with the teachings
and commandments of Jesus Christ."s *Our Catholic children have the ad-
vantages of a Qatholic education, but there are not nearly enough Religious
to staff the over-populated Catholic achoola.”s "The vogation pictwre in
this country is usually painted in somber colors. The viewers with alam
nesd only look about them to find evidence to support their dark forebodings.
ses Clearly there are not emough vocations to supply classrocm damands."6

Statistica substantiate these facts. While Catholics in the United
States, Alaska, and Hawail have increased 39 per cent in the past 10 years,
the number of priests and religious has risen only 18 per cent, Of the
3,070 counties in the United States, more than 1000 are without a resident
prieste]

The local outlook reflects the national picture., In Chicago during the
1955-56 school year, close to 250,000 elementary school ehildren were attend-
ing Gatholic schools taught by L,330 Sisters and T10 lay teachersj® for
1956=57, fifty-six Sisters were added to the total teaching staff, an ine

lithe New World (Chicago), July Ly 1958, pte 1, pe le

5largarat. M. Keenan, "Pewer Religlous Vocations—-Why?" Extension, LII
(January 1958), 11. ——

6Frauci.s G\m-mg SeJdey "Vocations Keep Climbing," America, XOVI

(Fabmmry 9’ 1957)) 21
TQaadautor Bishop Thomas J, McDonnell, "U,S, Faces Serious Vocation
Shortage," The Register (Denver), August 3, 1958, p. 1.

Bmtxiiocase of Chicago Annual School Report, 1955«1956, 16.




crease of 1.2 per ceni over the previous year, while 218 additional lay
teachers stepped into the classrooms of Catholic schools,’ an increase of
304, establishing a ratio of 3.9 to 1 in favor of lay teachers for the in-
creage in that yearts staff,

Within the same year, the mmber of lay teachers added to the faculties
of Catholle secondary schools in Chicago was twice the number of 3isters ad-
mitteds 1 and 28 respectively,l® the Sisters marking an increase of 0.9 per
cent over the preceding year, and the lay teachers 6.9 per cent,

Propesed Caupes and Remedies

In most cases the writers who discuss this problem of vocational shortage
also make an attempt to list some causes and to propose a remedy for the probw
lem. Fope Plus XI did this in his Ensyclical on the Catholie Priesthood in
which he wrote: %I{ must be confessed with sadness that too often parents
seemt to be unable %o resign themselves to the priestly or the religious voca-
tion of their children. 8uch parents have no scruple in opposing the divine
call with objections of all kinds,"l} The renewal of the Christian spirit in
the home is the remaedy he suggests, calling the Christian family the "first
and most natural plage where the flowers of the sanctuary should almost spon-

Sarehdiocese of Chicage Annual School Report, 19561957, 20e
WOrpid., 21

s

Llpope Plus XI, The Catholis Priesthood (Washington, D.Ces 1936), DPe57-58.




taneously grow and bloom."12
Many writers, speakers, and educators agree that the home with its de-
generated spirit is the chief cause of the deficiency in vocations, and that,
consequently, the regeneration of the Christian home is the dolution. The
Mother General of the Religious of the Sacred Heart phrased it thus: "We
are living in a pagan age. It is true to say that the spirit of materdalism
has invaded Catholic homes so that all too many are out of touch with the
spirit of their religion.“u
A secular newspaper, quoting the official Vatican organ, classifies a
number of influences as reasons for the decrease in the number of vocations,
but ultimately sees these as contaminating the home, destroying the divine
call at the root:
L'Osservatore Romano « « o said many influences have
been Weighing against religious vocations.
Communist-fostered hatred of religion, moral upheavals at
the time of World War II and the ¥spread of a pleasure-~loving
concept of life" were factorsesees
The movies, radio, TV, comics, publications with a loogse
moral code, and materialism seeping intp families were adverse
pleasure~ancouraging influences, « « «
A polular psericdical carried a similar, but more detailed analysis,
aentering into the intimacy of the very thoughts of the child, indicating the

recreational and educational factors which inevitably leave their mark on his

lszid os 564

Listher Mary Conrad, S.H,J.C.p "Fostering Religious Vocations in the
Secondary School,® The Catholic Educator, XVIII (March 1948), 3L3.

mloﬂum, De Le




desires and attitudes:

Americans, more than the people of any other nation, because
of ouwr vast ne%work of public entertaimment, are bombarded with
the notion that marriage is the most desirable status for a man
or woman to attain. H ood grinds out a large proportion of
movies having to do with love and romance. The theatre concerns
itself with courtship, marital affairs, love lost and love P undj
almost every magazine has stories aboult married men and women, or
people who are about to be married. Turn on the radio, swifth on
the television. Within an hour you will have heard something
about love, Even eourses in marriage and child-bearing, once
strictly limited to the golleges and universities, have been
brought down to the high school level.

Thanks to Freud, sex has become an important word in our
vocabularies. We discuss sex, we read about it, we think about
ite And we are told we cannot live without it, It follows o « «
that he who 1s not married is s frustrated. And he who
is sexually frustrated develops mental and emotional problems
that married people do net have,

Our children are taught to fear virginiby. We are led to
believe that complete fulfillment of a person comes only with
the satisfaction of the mex inclinations « « «

80 the parents are to blame for the lack of vocations. Even
Catholics have placed so much emphasis on the material things
in life, the physical side of life, that the spiritual is over-
loocked. We consider our duty as Catholic parents fulfilled if
we send our children to Mass on Sundays and to Catholic school
during the week, We let them think by thﬂsalvea, and 8o very
often they think in the wrong directions,.

Other sources list additional reasons for the decline, In & diocese in
the United States in which some twelve hundred Catholic youth were questioned,
the main reason given for lack of vocations weres 1) too many worldly tempta-
tions and entertainments, 2) not enough knowledge of the religious life, and
3) not enough Catholic schools,i®

lsxm; pes 1l.

1650nn Jo Campbell, S.J., "Elghty Per Cent Said No," America, LXXXVI
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In a public pronouncement made during the past year, the Archbishop of
Brazil alsc emphasized the importance of the Catholie school in fostering
vocationss ". . o/T/he Church in Brazil has been unable to meet the demand
for more priests. One reascn is the absence of the valuable incentives to the
religious life inherent in the parochial school system. Brazilian children
attend Sunday school where instruction is given by lay teachers, But the
value of these sessions, from the viewpoint of stimulating vocations, 1is
negligible compared to that of the parochial school where the child is con-
tinuously exposed to Catholicism throughout his formative years, 17

Thus causeé becomes ldentified with effect: a lack of parochial achools
results in a lack of vocationsy} a lack of vocations results in a lack of
parochial schoolsl

Another view was proposed by a recent Vocational Institute which conducted
a symposium on vocation-blocking attitudes relating to work, Among those dis-
cussed were the followings 1) professional status and growth must be sacrificed
in the religious life; 2) the work is too hardj 3) obedience, not choice,decidel
the work they doj L) too many Sisters have to dowork for which they have little
or no professional training and no hope of getting 4t} 5) they seem so unhappy
and irritable, as if they didn't love their work and didn't have the "nerve"

to quitl.ld

3‘7'1'113 New World (Chicage), June k3, 1958, pt. 1, ps 10.
18Quincy Gollege Vocational Institute, August 2-h, 1958,




Related Studies and Their Significance

To discover in a relisble manner some of the factors involved in the
causes for the decline in religious vocations, several studies have been made,
Ons of these concentrated on finding the difference between the domestic back-
grounds of the Sisters already professed in & Religious Congregation and those
of high school senior girls. The results indicated an increase in the number
of smaller families and & corresponding decrease in the mmber of religious
voecations, and a changed attitude on the part of the modern girl in regard to
interest in the family and spending evenings quietly at home,l?

Another study, investigating the origins of vocations to the Teaching
Brotherhoods, disclosed that the desire for this kind of life originates most
frequently from wateching Brothers in actiony that vocation thiniding begins in
the elementary gradesj that LO per cent of the aspirants find obstacles,
most of which are from their advisers.2?

Both of these studies made a valuable contribution to proving that home
and school aliks hold key positions in the work for vocation, and attempts to
foster vocations are frequently built on this information. That many realise
the importance of the home in this respect, has already been pointed oute The
importance of the school is stressei by those who advocate that the Religious

1953 ster Mary of the Angels Garland, M.H.S,, "Certain Domestic Factors in
the Choice of a Religious Vocation amomg Women," Unpublished Master!s Thesis
(Gatholie thiversity of America, Washington, D.Ce, 1951)e

2°Bm‘oher Placidus Evans, C.F.Xes; "An Investigation into the O of
Vocations to the Teaching Brotherhoods,® Unpublished Masier's Thesis Catholde

thiversity of America, Washington, D.Cey 1951).




9

themselves should show more interest in the problems of the prospective aspir-
ants who hesitate because of uncertainty.zl The Good Counsel Club for girls

has been recommended as a means of attaining this objective-22

Brother
Flacidus! study can be used as evidence by those who hold that a Sister who
serves as an ideal and inspiration by her prayerful and happy spirit in the
classroom or hospital ward iz the attracting force necessary.23

There are others who are of the opinion that besides home and school,
relatives in the religious life are a decisive force in feostering voeations.ah
Finally, Religious Orders have indicated that they balieve ignorance on the
part of modern girls may be one of the causes of their shortage of vocations,
for they disseminate literature about their 1ife and work and instruct through

vocation talks by their members.

The Present Study

How correct are the various diagnoses and how effective the proposed and
attempted remedies? The steadily increasing demand for Religious women to
carry en the spiritual and corporal works of mercy suggested the present study
by questionnaire as a possible means of obtaining some answers to these ques-
tionsy of discovering some of the influences and/or factors which may directly

zlcmbell » Do h15.

zz_nother Mary Walburga, C,S.J., "Balancing the Vocational Budget," The
Catholic Educator, XXII (November 19551), ps 153

2pother Mary Conrad, pe 3L5.
21“6@@, Pe 361
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or indirectly advance or hinder the causs of vocations, in the hope i'.hat this
information may serve as a basis on which to construct further vocational work.

Its specific purposes were: to discover 1) whether there are differences
betwean the backgrounds of the girls in the Chlicago Catholie secondary schools
who are interested in the Religious life and those who are noty 2) if these
exist, what some of them arej 3) which influences contribute most frequently
to arouse or hinder interest in the Religious Lifej L) whether coeducation
can be considered a factor; 5) the percentage in this group interested in the
Raeligious Iife.

This work is confined to the presentation and analysis of data on a regiond
ally and nmerically limited mmber of girls in Chicage Catholic secordary
schoola, that is, four year high schools, including fresimen, sophomores,
juniors, and seniors. To prevent the findings from reflecting local factors,
schools were selected from the north, south, and west sides ef the city. To
check on the influences (if any) of coeducation, two Coeducational Schools
as well as two CGirls' Schools weps chosen from each of the three sections,
All of these were used for computing the per cent interested of the total
number and of each division,

To kaep the number of questiomneires within a reasonable limit, the
Archdiocese of Chicago Amual School Report for 1955-1955 was consulted and

representative schools with lower enrcllments selected, The questionnaires
were deliversd to the respective schools and administered in April, 1957,
all directions being given on the questionnsire, & copy of which is given in

the Appendix of this thesis,
Upon return of the completed questionnaires, the per cent interested was
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computed on the raw basis of regional respomses; first including the tetal of
all twelve schoolsg, then on the division basis. No further work waé done with
the total number of questionnaires,

To reduce the questionnaires for intensive study to a number which could
be adequately handled, regular interval sampling was used, every tenth paper
from only ons (Mrls' and one Coeducetional high schocl in each seetion (north,
gouth, and west) being set aside for tabulation and analysis., The schools
retained for this limited regional sampling were selected on the basis of
lower enrollment,

%Coeducational high school® as used here is a parish high school in
which boys and girls attend classes together and are taught by Sisters in
all or most of the subjects. "Religious Iife" refers to living together as
members of an organized assoclation, in common under a Religious Rule and per-
forming the spiritual and/or corporel works of mercy. "Vocation" implies
#religious vocation® unless otherwise specified.

The study carried with it the disadvantages of the questionnaire method:
1) possible misinterpretation of some items by thas subjects and 2) no clues
as to the subjects'! reaction to the quesiions. To keep the questlionnaire
within a two-page limit, many pertinent questions had to be omitted. It is
left to further studies to inquire more closely into the home relations and
assoclations, happiness of parents, presence of other pelatives in the same
house, and the amount and extent of freedom to take part in social activities
outside the home allowed by the parents to the subjects of ihe study, to find
the relationship between these factors and interest in the Religious 1ife, if
there is any.

The significance of the limited findings of this work is erippled by the
fact that the sample was numerically limited ahd regionmal.




TABLE 1

SUMMARY OF SOURCES OF DATA
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|

Total mmber of schools answering questionnair@ecsscsssscscnsess
Goeducationali‘Qlﬂt.ﬂl!ﬂ!QUQU.QO".0#.’..0!0"'%9-0‘0&..“'

Girla'.‘t.’.‘.“.‘&..!iI‘,‘C..il.‘..‘.0!...."‘.*".‘0'.D'.

Total nuwber of schools retained for Bamplingecesessesnaresvvane
Goeducat:lnml......u........uu......n..u..........uu

mrlﬁ‘totvbtncnotouttnnwﬁoquiQetaogcdﬁntlo00..0.69'90&&&0"

Raw basis of regional roSponSeBescsssesssssresrcassotsessosassssns
cﬂ@duﬁatimz.'tQ-ano‘ooyeocatquvcooy-0-.-»-.--or-o-.uu‘aqcu‘

Girlﬂ’ocdchiﬁﬁtﬂpch-c.ucwa‘,c.a;otnvoclcc‘pbciu--ncibbnoct

Bumber drawn by regular-interval samplingescsssesesnseoncsesnssse
Total from Coesducational SchoOlSecsscssssssrnvossscscnnrsons
IntemedotltnttltncoﬂﬂntoilOit'tuo&aooﬂ‘hﬂ-'cobtcaoob

n@t intareated.."’.Q"QQ..'.."'."Q“..Q."...'.....

Total from Glrls? S0h00lBassssssnsssvsasnsensanesasnsussnse
Interosted,sscesssesssnnrssnesconcesonsssasscactsonsans

Not interestediscecvesnscsvsersavasnssancansancsnavsnas

Potal Interested (Li.9 per cent of total in SUIrvey)eeessseve

Total Not Interested (1,8 per cent of total in SWvey)eeees

Al On O\mk;

99
T

27N
89
9
80
182

33
238




CHAPTER II

SOCIAL BACKGROUNDS AND OTHER FACTORS IN REIATION TO INTEREST
IN THE RELIGIOUS LIFE

All the girls included in the survey were of average high school age: be-
tween 1 and 18, Of the total 5995 who answered the questionngire, 1l.2 per
cent were willing to express themselves tentatively as interested in the
Religlous 1ifa, 81.8 per cant as not interested, and 7.0 per cent as undecided
about it (Table 1I, pags k).

Computation by divisions revealed a merked decrease in interest between
the freshman and sophomore years, ths consistent decline baetween each of the
three remaining divisions being less than one per cent in each cass. The drop
in interest between the freshman and sophomore years amounted to almost 8
per cent. (Table III, page 15.)

No further work wes done with the total mumber of guestionnaires. It was
at this point that schools werse selected for limited sampling, as indicated in
Table I, page 12. Some future study should pursue this to its logical con-
clusion by inquiring into the number of those who actually entered the Reli-
glous Iife from among the "Interested."

0f the 33 interestsd girls who were selected for study by regular-interval
sampling, 30 expressed their preferencs for the active Sisterhoods, 2 for the
contemplative, and one was undecided,




TABIE II

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST OF URBAN CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL GIRLS
IN RELIGIOUS LIFE

Type of High 3School

Coed Girls? Total

Number Surveyad 1551 Lhddy 5995
Number Interested 160 51k 67k
Per caent Interested 10.3 10,7 1,2

Number Not Interested 324 35177 4901
Per cant Not Interested 8544 82,0 81.8
Mutber Undeeided 67 353 h20
Per cent Undecided L3 7e9 740
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TABLE III

INTEREST IN RELIGIOUS LIFE ACCORDING TO CIASS DIVISIONS

Clzss Division | Number Surveyed | Number Interested Per cent Interested

Freshman 182, 234 18,3
Sophamore 1582 172 10,9
Junior 1312 135 10.3

Senior 1275 128 1040
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Education As a Factor in Interest

In studying the differences in the educational backgrounds of the girls in
the sample (Table IV, page 17), it can be noted that 2 (the number of interested
girls with some public school education) is 6.0 per cent of 33, the total number
of interested, and 22 (the number of uninterested with some puhlic school educa-
tion) 1s 6.5 per cent of 238, the total mumber of uninterested in the sample.
Thus the per cent with some publie school education is about the same in each
group} however, there is a difference in the period of time in their lives
during which this ocourred. Neither of the two girls with some public achool
education who expressed interest in the religious life, spent any part of their
nigh school years in a public school, nor their entire 8 years of grade school,
whereas 8, or a little more than one-third, of the wninterested, did, This
might indicate a relationship between interest and the influence of the high

school, and the importance of at least aome grade school contacts with Ral igious
In the academic self-evaluation (Table V, page 18), those interested con-
stitute 16,1 per cent of the total "Above Average® group, & larger proportion
than in either the "Average" (9.8 per cent) or "Fair® (14.2 per cent) group,
whereas the uninterested comprise 90.1 per cent of the “Average® group, & larger
proportion than in either the "Above Average" (83.8 per cent) or "Fair" (8547
per cent) group. The per cent of the "Fair" interested (14.2) rising above the
"Average" interested (9.8), may indicate motives apart from education, strong
mough to make this secondary in the mind of the respondent. There is a possi-
bility, also, that the very things that make girls uAverage” in academic achiev
ment (which category carries 90.1 per cent of winterested) may be the same one
that influence them against interest in the Religious Life: unrestrained social
activities, excess of movies, television, and/or radio, indiscriminate reading,

v
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TABLE IV

AMOUNT OF PUBLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION

Interested

To‘b&l in categow...‘...Q.“"Q'.“’.".'.Q"‘..’Q.‘Q.".l..!'.‘.“.‘..‘.’ 3
Total with some pub]ic school educatioNesconeseesosssasosvesssnrssnvssssnne

Grades 1 through 6¢o~a-bvoq¢¢‘o;'c-a--o-'ccco-oos.ooo--tnﬁc~ouﬂ¢ul¢t
Grades 3 ‘bhr:mgh esecenesecncsensssserconesennsssrostorvernnnsasnane

HE oW

Not Interested

Total in categary..........n.--..u.uu..u..un..o...............-.“. 238
Total with some public school educatioNececesssesssncsssceavorcossnasncesne

n
N

All grede school and first 2 years of high 8Cho0Leavescsssnsesnsecnce
All grade SCHOOLsesssmsnvecsssscotrsnsnsisasssurennsssssnorussncsansee
Grades 1 tthmugh 60.;.1:10.«000..11-oo.o-iov'tovb.soo-oconon.o.c:oooo
Grades 1 through NI NI I AN I NI PN ORI NI RDIE ISR TREOEEINEIIECEOAORES
Grades 1 through PO RGN R NSRRI RN NP RPSL B NI PORIIN AT INORAIGITRGRESS
Grades 1 thrgugh Beeccranvrasnsansruassvanecnrssarecnatrsonssreenceree
Grades 1 thrmgh 3 and 7 and 800-n:n--nco.oooo;oonq-oo-coopt;ooo:nu'o
Grades 2 and Jecevecssreranesnrssssnnvssavassarscasesssosssvrensseans
Grades 1, 2, L through 8 and first 2 years of high s5cho0leseesssscoss
Grades l, 2‘ Ll, 6; Toeeunasossssrnssnrnsnencossesssnvansensssssocassecs

Grade 30.‘Q.o'ho0.'to.:vol'no”b!ovn.DloQQCOQGOQQQ‘QQQOOOOQ&‘uQ‘-Q...

First 2 Jears of high SCHOOLaceesansssossncsoasscssssnssasanssensenes

1 1 1O O L
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TABLE ¥

ACADEIIC SEIF-EVALUATION OF STUDENTS

W

Interested Not Interested
Level
of
Achievement Total
Mumber Per cent Humber Per cent
Above Average 62 10 6.1 52 83.8
Average 172 17 948 155 90.1
Fair 28 L 1,2 2L 8547
Uneclassified 9 2 2242 7 777
Total 271 33 238
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etc, However, this point is not verified by the present worke.

Nationality Backgrounds of Parents

Table VI, page 20,shows the nationality backgrounds of the parents of the
gubjects studied in the sample. The total mmber 542 was obtained by counting
separately the two parents of each of the 271 studets.

Few generalizations can be drawn from this Table, however, because the num-
ber in some categories is so small, But it can be seen that the number of
Irish descent who are interested in Religious Iife ranks among the highest, and
this remains true even when the Irish intermarry with Germgns. Although the
English, French, and Bohemian range among the higher percentages, their small
total number precludes estimating their importance in this study. It may be
noteworthy, however, that of the 15 who have so adopted the American way of
1ife as to disclaim further relationship with any European-nationality back-
ground, simply calling themselves "American,” not one is interested in the
Religious Iife. The same is true of all the mixed~nationality backgrounds with
the exception of the Irish-(erman, The question arising from this provides a
field for further investigatiion: Does Americanisation tend to decrease voca-
tions? If so, what factors involved in it are responsible for this?

8ize and Composition of Family

The findings in regard to the size of families which have memle rs inter-
egted in Religious Life confim former st.udiesl which have concluded that

lchapter I of this thesis, pe 7e




TABLE VI
NATIONALITY BACKGROUNDS OF PARENTS
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s )

Per cent of Total
Belonging to a Given
Nationality Group

Nationality Group

Folish

Irish

Garman
Italian
American
Iithuanian
Bohemian
PolishwCerman
Slovak
Irish-(erman
Croatian
Bnglish
Scotch=-Irish
Prench
#Putch
Hungarian
Swedish
Czech
Norweglan
Austrian
(reek
Canadian
Danish
Indian=~German
Polish~Irish
FrencheIrish
Dani sh~Irish
Italian-Irish
Hungarian~Indian

Unknown
Total

Rumber
Not
Total | Interested | Interested

. 208 26 182
IS N 4 4y
- L 53
15 0 15
12 | Q 12
o 2 9
5 11 4] 11
3 10 0 10
T 2 8
i 6 0 6
g 6 2 L
; 6 0 6
| E 1 L
| 0 L
3 0 3
i 3 0 3
E 2 2 0
| 2 0 2
2 0 2

1 0 1

1 0 1

b 0 1

1l 0 1

1 0 1

) 0 1

1 0 1l

1 0 1l

1 0 1

2 0 2

Sh2 66 L6

Not

Interested | Interested
12,5 8745
: 2241 Te9
‘ 1l.1 809
? 700 92,9
! 0.0 100.0
0.0 100,0
18.1 81.9
0.0 100,0
0.0 100.,0
20,0 80,0
0.0 100,0
333 6646
0.0 10040
2040 80,0

(XX} [ XX
e [ X X
(X 2] [ X X J
so0 L XX}
*e s o
[ X X ] LA B
'Ye) ese
LI R *ew
LX X J L X X J
e e (X X}
[ XX ] [ X
*e e *e
[ XX (XX}
[ X XY [ XX ]
LR 2 ] o

LE X L AR

__xPercentages computed for 5 or more caseg,




TABIE VII

SIZE OF FAMILY

Children Total '

Fa:;n;r cm"';ory Interested Integg:ted Interested In‘beﬁgtsted

1l 42 3 39 Ted 9249

2 81 10 n 12.3 8746

3 56 8 48 Tl \ 92 &3

L L3 L 39 93 90.7

5 2L L 20 1646 8343

6 12 3 9 25,0 7560

%7 5 1 N 2040 | 8040

8 2 0 2 .| see

9 2 0 2

10 1 0 1 ore

# Percentages computed for 5 or more cases,
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larger families are more likely to give members to Religious Congregations
than small ones. Table VII, page 21, indicates that families with six chil-
dren rank highest in fostering vocationsj those with seven, secondj and those
with five, third, It may be that the family with five, six, or seven children
finds itself more willing to give one or more of them to the Religious state,
for others will be left to provide for aged or sick parentsy or, perhaps,
the additional amount of sharing material goods and work that must be done in
a large family, and the decreasing amount of speclal attention and/or indul-
gence given individual children because of the increasing number, may tend to
Jdevelop qualities more conducive to thinking in terms of spending a life~time
in a Congregation which consistently is based on community life and the
principle of sharing all things,

It is possible, 8lso, that parents who are willing (being physically able)
to take upon themselves the responsibility of bringing up a larger family,

ust often necessarily do so with a great trust in Divine Providence for
L.piritual and material support in so tremendous an undertaking. This attitude
is reflected in the home atmosphere which is more productive of vocations than
bne developing from the anxieties resulting from self-trust, or the limiting
br a family (legitimately or otherwise) for fear of financial difficulties.
Table VIII, page 23, shows that the oldest child 1s least likely to be
J;Lnterested, an only child not much more likely, and the youngest most likely
fof the three categories.
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TABLE VIII

FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH INTEREST IN RELIGIOUS LIFE
COMPUTED IN PERCENTAGES OF EACH CATEGORY

Interested Not Interested
Total
Category f in
Category | Number Per cent Number Per cent
An only ehild g 3 Tel 39 9249
Youngest child 62 7 11.3 f 55 8847
Oldest child 100 6 640 9L 9440
Work part-time ; 81 r 10 12.3 | 71 8746
| | .
Have working mothers = 101 13 12.8 | 88 871
From mixed marriages 24 2 8.3 f 22 91.6
Homes broken by di- ; 1
vorce or separation 12 2 16.6 10 8343
Lgne parent deceased 15 2 | 1343 ! 13 8646
either parent 1 f
Gatholie 1 0 “ee i 1 so e
|
Own home 18L 20 10.8 | 16k 8942
Rent home 81 [ 12 »9 69 85.1
No answer 6 g 3 5040 { 3 50,0
FAre poor 1 ‘ 0 she 1l sse
Able to get along,
but not well off 140 2 17.1 116 82,8
Well-to-do, but ‘
not rich 126 2 Tel 117 92.9
r’ﬂich 1 0 L X ) 1 LR ¥
Have relative(s) in

# Percentages computed for 5 or more casea.
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Religlon g£ Parents

That mixed marriages are not conducive to religious vocations can be seen
from the fact that from the 2L homes with mixed marriages under consideration
- (Table VIII, page 23), only two girls were found who expressed interest in the :
" Religious Iife. The atmosphere necessary for the growth of the desire to serve
and to give, essential to & religious vocation, cammot be expected to flourish
in a home where understanding and ideals are divided, although it can be found
in some cases, The same can be sald, and with a greater degree of validity,
" of homes in which both parents are not Catholic, although the child might be
. brought up in the Faith.

Marital Status of Parents

; Homes broken by divorce or separation are only half as detrimental to rel-‘
igious vocations as mixed marriages, according to this limited study (Table VIIL,
page 23), for, of the twelve cases of such broken homes under consideration,

' two were recorded as having a member interested in the Sisterhood, that is,
1646 per cent of the twelve cases. More light should be thrown on this factor
_and its importance by a study to discover how old the interested girl was when
the home was broken, which parent she lives with, how many other family mem-

Y L PR st R B T e i b AW

bers there are, and what prompts her interest in Religlous Iifes fear of the
repetition of this tragedy in her own life? reparation, in the hope of obtain-
i ing parental reconciliation? escape from unhappy surroundings? any other?

The percentage of interested are somewhat lower in families broken by the
| death of one of the parents, as indicated by this study. The responsibility

" for the remaining parent and/or children, or the financial support of the
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cause the living parent works away from home, may be reasons contributing to
thls lower rate of interest. Howaever, this factor does not eliminate interest,
but lowers its probability.

Beonomic Factoras

Home ownership, as reflecting higher sconomic standing, favors those who
are not interested, according to the sample (Table VIII, page 23). However,
the questionnaire falled to set a category for those whose homes are mortgaged,
who are making payments in the hope of ownership at some future time.
In making their own evaluation of the economic status of their families

TR R PR NSRRI L BT T e 0 AR T e e e e e

(Table VIII, page 23), the majority of the interested classified themselves as
- "Able to get along, but not well off®, whereas the majority of the \nuntereated;
 indicated that they consider themselves "Well-to-do, but not rich", This, when |
considered in conjunction with Table IX (page 26), points to the conclusion

that in the minds of the respordents, the former category must have meant

iﬁ.Ol.OO - $200,00 a week, and the latter, between $201 and $300.00 a week, It
E;ia difficult to account for the fact that, although only one had classified
%heraelt as "Poor® (Table VIII, page 23), ten families have an income of less
‘than $15,00 & week, and sixty-six families, between $46.00 and $100,00 a week,
‘before tax deductions, A more detailed study, confined to economie factors,
i'wcm.:l.czl be beneficial to a better understanding of the importance of this factor
éaa related to vocati onal interest, As these tabulations show it, the gemeral-
Hzat.ion can be drawn that from our dample, a lower income, but not poverty, is
‘more productive of interest in the Religious Iife than a higher income.

| It should be noted, too, that close to one~third of the subjects of the

e ok e R TN o e e A e e i .
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TABLE IX

ESTIMATED FAMILY INCOME BEFORE TAX DEDUCTIONS

Interested Not Interested
[Amount per week Hﬁhtﬁ-
Fam‘:g.iau Number Per cent |  Number Per cent

$ 0.00 - 45.00 10 ’ 1 10.0 9 9040
146400 - 100,00 66 6 940 60 9049
101400 « 200400 | 81 ; 13 1640 68 8349
20,00 - 30000 12 | 1 83 | 1 9146
Don't know 102 12 11,7 90 88,2

Total 271 33 238
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study could not even give an estimate of the family income, although this was
asked separately about the father and the mother to eliminate the necessity of
computation. A few wrote on the questionnaire: "I don't have the slightest
idea," 1f it could be ascertained by some future study whether this deficlency
in information is due to a lack of interest on the part of the child or to
secrecy on the part of the parents, it might serve as a further clue to the
home atmosphere in which modern urban high school students live, which creates

or hinders interest in vocationa,

Occupation of Parents

Botir fathers and mothers of those interested rate highest irn the class of
unskilled laborers (Table X, page 20). Significance cannot be attached to the
high percentage of mothoers among the skilled workers, because the total number
in this category is only 4. The fathers of the uninterested pank highest in
percentage among the sales workers and semiskilled. This correlates with the
general economic level. Analywed from the social aspect, this last named fact
may indicate that the additional prestige and greater amount of social contact
attached to sales workers and semiskilled jobs, may be an influence against in-
terest in the Religious ILife, creating a desire on the part of the family for
living beyond their means and having a share of worldly goods and amusements
equivalent to those enjoyed by families with fathers holding better-paying
white-gcollar jobs.

That working mothers constitute a possible factor temnding to decrease in-

terest in vocations can be concluded from the fact that none of the mothers of




TABLE X

DISTRIBUTION OF FATHERS ARD MOTHERS
IN MAJOR OCCUPATIONAL CLASSES
CALCULATED BY PERCENTAGES
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Not
Interested Interested
QOccupational Class Total Humber | Per cent Number | Per cent
Professional and 34 | s 4.7 29 85.3
semiprofessional
Managers;officials,etc. L2 6 1h.2 36 5.7
Clerical 15 2 13.3 13 86,7
dales Workers | 26 1 3.8 25 9641
Skilled . 61 | 9 130 58 86,
Semiskilled 28 2 7.1 26 925
Unskilled | n 3 272 8 7247
Service Workers 2 3 11.5 23 8845
|
Mothars !
|
Professional and |
semiprofessional 15 | 2 13,3 13 8646
Managers,officials,etc, 6 . 0 0.0 6 100,
Clerical Workers A L, 11.7 30 88,2
Sales Workers ! 9 1 1.1 8 88,9
Skilled | L 11 25,0 3 75.0
Semiskilled ; 10 0 0.0 10 100.
Unskilled | U 3 21k 31 7846
Service Workers ] T 0 0.0 T 100,
Don't know 5 2 1i0.0 3 60,0
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TABLE XI

LENGTH OF TIME MOTHERS HAVE WORKED OUTSIDE THE HOME

_—

Working Mothers

; of Interestad of Undnterested
| - Students Students
. Total
Length of Time Nunbey
Rumber Per cent Rumber Par cant
|
|
Leas than 1 year ; 12 2 16,6 10 83.3
1~ Sysars 32 L 12,5 28 8745
6 = 10 years 29 L 13.8 25 8542
* 16 - 20 yoars : h 0 i sas h sue
# Over 20 years x h Q “ve h voe
Dontt know i 6 3 50,0 3 5040
Total 101 13 88
l

# Percentages computed for 5 or more cases,




30
those interested have worked away from home for over ten years, with the high-
est percentage (1646) for those who have worked less than a year (Table XI,
page 29), whereas those of the uninterested range from several months to over
twenty years, covering the antire life-time of the girls responding, A further
study should be made to expose the reasons these mothers have for working and
to discover what provisions are made for the care of the home and family needs}
to inquire into the effects of unsupervised and unquestioned hours of social
life in or outslide the home indulged in by youth while mother tries to do in
the everning or at night what she could not do while working away from home
during the day; to obtain information on the effects of the situation on a high
school girl who is left in charge of a house, finding it difficult to keep wp
with her school work and do mothert'!s work at the same time. Do her thoughts
turn to an early marriage, not only to ease her own load, but also to lessen
her mother's financial burden of supporting her?

Part-Time Work of Students

Table XII (page 31) shows the reasons for part time work on the part of
students, as these rated in importance by three choices of those concerned,
In caleulating the cumulative points, a numerical value of 3 points was assigned
to a first choice, two points to 5 second choice, and ons to a third choice/

The reasons, as shown by the Table, correlate with the economic level of
the families and their estimated income, the outstanding reason among the
interested being ®*I need the money," although this obviously excluded paying
for schooling and clothes, since these were listed as separate reasons, "I pay
for my own schooling and clothes® does not necessarily imply financial need at




TABLE XII

REASONS FOR PakT-TIKE WORK OF STUDENTS

3

o e S e
Choice
Total Cumulative
Reasons of Interested Students Timos Index
1 2 3 Cited of Reasous
% uesdrthe mOUGY . L 0 0 | b 12
pay oy o acho ! ;
alothes 21 2 . 5 10
The Family nesds the little ~; I
halp I can give 1 3 o b ‘ g
I want the experience 3 0 0 ! 3 9
I want extra spending money 0 l 1 C 2 | 3
I can get advanced sooner ' ! !
when I begin woridng i g |
fall-time ol ¢ o0 | 0 o
I lmve tine on my hands 0 0 0 | 4] 0
Reusons of Uninterested Students | | |
I pay for my own schooling | | !
and clothes ¥ 17 L 37 86
I wanit the experience 17 6 | 11 3 | T
The family needs the little 5
help I can give 18 8 i 1 gg 71
I want axtra spexiing money é 7T 15 k7
I need the money 11 6 ' 1 18 L6
I can get advanced sooner
when I begin working
fullwtime 1l 7 0 8 17
I have time on my hands 2 2 0 4 p 14
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home, for parents may use this as a means of teaching young people responsibility,
habits of thrift, and an understanding of the cost of thingsy hence, this
reason, although ranking first for the uninterested, does not inevitably imply
that they work because they must in order to pay for school necessities, espe~
cially in view of the fact that the second reason "I want the experience," and
"I need the money" rank lower than "I want extra spending money."

For the interested, all the reasons that relate to financial needs rank
first; then the four whieh are not linked with money except for "extra spend-
ing,® with the last two carrying not a single citation. Thers is an obvious
relationship between being interested in the Religious ILife and not being con-
[cerned about promotion in & job, if a girl thinks in terms of entering soon.
The job itself, then, is not important, but only as a means of satisfylng an
immediate need, The interest in getting experience can be accounted for by
the value it has in association with people and because it can be & means of
Keveloping yualities such as responsibility and self-reliance which are an asset
Hin every state of life.

The relatively large number among the uninterested who are working for the

xperience and for extra spending money reflects a higher economic level, in-
cating at the same time, thedesire for building the future on the present,
btaining promotions or better jobs because of experience,

Relatives in the Religious Iife

The importance of this factor can bs measured more accurately when con-
|sidered in conjunction with the value attached to it as an influence by the
i nterested who have relatives in Religion. Table XIII in Chapter III of this
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thesis reveals that although 15 of the 33 interested have relatives who are
Religious, only L cited this as an influence, and only two of these i gave it
first place. This, together with the fact that 116 out of the 238 uninterestef
(almost 50 per cent), also have relatives in the Religious state, seemsto
demonstrate that this influence is perhaps over-rated in its vocation=foster-
ing value,.

Additional observations on this factor can be found in Chapter III, in

connection with the discussion of the influences.

A more detailed inquiry into each of the factors considered in this
chapter would make possible a more accurate and complete analysis of their
relationship to interest in the Religious Life.
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CHAPTER IIIX

INFLUENCES CONTRIBUTING TO OR DETRACTING FROM
INTEREST IN THE RELIGIOUS LIFE

Preliminary Remarks

Before undertaking a consideration of the influences which tend to arouse
or hinder interest in the Religious Iife, it is imperative, in order to insure
proper perspective, to emphasize the fact that marriage, the foremost competi-
tor of the convent novitiate, is also a vocation; mnor can it be doubted that
the number destined for the married state outnumbers those who are called to
be Religious., The purpose of this part of the study is to discover what in-
fluences may attract a girl who has a vocation to the Religious Iife, to follow
it, and which ones may irduce her to follow some other vocation. If through
a lack of proper influences she follows the natural inclination to marry, in
spite of her call to another state, the error is fatally tragle, for it camnot
be corrected except in very rare cases., On the other hand, the girl who enters
a convent although she is not sure of & vocation to that life, has & period of
no less than four and a half years (more in most Congregations) during which
time the mistake upon discovery can be rectified without loss. Consequently,
it could be expected that the nmumber of undecided, willing to test thelr

vocabtions, would be much larger.

3k
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Although it has not been empirically proved, theological reflection on
what we know of the Providence of God leads us to believethat God will insure
a sufficient number of vocations to the priestly and religious life to take
care of the needs of souls. Bubt those who are called must respond to the
vocation. Therefore, when there is a dearth of priests and religious, the
fault cannot be with God, but with the men and women who, for a variety of
reasonsy are not answering the call.l

The remainder of this chapter presents the results of an inguiry into
some of the factors which prompt and some of the factors which inhibit a
generous response to the divine call,

Influences Gontributing to Interest

An attempt was made to discover, by means of a questionnaire, what motives
prompt a girl's statement when she says, "I'd like to be a Sister.," To dis-
close the degree of importance she attaches to her motives, if she had several,
she was instructed to number five of the listed ones, in order of importance,
if her own were among them, If they were not, she was to add them., In assign~-
ing values for the "Cumulative Index of Influences" (Table XIII, page 36), five
points were given for a first choice, four for a second, three for a third, two
for a fourth, and one for a fifth,

Of the 32 girls that answered this part of the inguiry, 30 cited the

"Desire to serve God more perfectly” as one of their reassons, 18 of whom (SL.5
per cent) gave it first place. The choice ranking second in frequency was "An

1 The writer gratefully acknowledgca hor indebtednesa to the Rev. Jahn A.

advice on the theology and wording of tho matter discussed in the firnt two
naragraphs of Chanter III.
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TABIE XIII

INFLUENCES CONTRIBUTING TO INTEREST IN THE RELIGIOUS LIFE

Choice Total Cumulative
Influences Times Index of

Cited Influences

128
76

Lo
25

25
19

Desire to serve God more
perfectly
An attraction that I cantt

explain
Present-day need for nuns |
Nuns in general
Sister I like in high
school
Vocation talk by a nun
Literature about a
Religious Order
Relative in the
Religious life
Book or pamphlet read E
A priest ;
Friend in the Religious i
Life !
Home and family 5
Friend who plans to be !
a nun |
Convent is asafest place in
present up~set world
3ister I like in grade
school
Sermon i
Disappointment in love i
Mothey i
Father
I like the clothes
I like the dignity
To get an education I
can't afford
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attrection I can't explain," and the third, "The present-day nsed for nuns."
The selection of these three as leading reasons indicates the idealism and
altrulsnm of the adolescent girl who longs to rise above the commonplaces Lo
give of herself, yet can nelther clearly understand nor express the meaning of
these yearnings, Her admission of their existence can be used Lo advaniage in
vocational guldance work, with both the individual and the group. It is con-
trary to ths belief held by some that modern girls are devoid of the spirit of
self-sacrifice, bult shrovded in a comfort-mentality.

The two cholcas next in order of number of citations indicate the influence
of the nms theamsalves over the high school girls: ®"Sister I like in high
school® and "Nuns in general.," It should be obsarved, too, that whereas the
high school teachers rate 25 oumulative points, having scored 10 citations,
those from the grade school are cited only twice, with merely 7 cumulative
points, ewtablishing a ratio of more than three to one in favor of the high
school teachers' influence over that of elaementary school nuns in this respect,
notwithstanding the finding of Brother Flacidus that "vocation thinking begins
in the elementary grades.® One factor may help to explain thist Some of the
girls who are interested because they like some grade school mun, enter the
convent as aspirants after finishing the eighth grade.

It is interesting to note that the two most common types of vocation propa-~
ganda, talks by mns and literature about Religious Orders, rank equally in
cumulative points, although the literature has two more citations. A talk with
the attracting-power of a human personality linked to it, would be expected to

2Ghapter I of this thesis, pe 6.
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be more effective than printed matter and inanimate pictures. This greater re-
sponse to tha literature may be due to the fact that literature is more avail-
able, can be studied more thoroughly and referred to more frequently, keeping
impressions and desires alive,

Purther, the survey shows thet a relative in the Religious Life has no
moreinfluence in fosterirg interest in haer chosen state than a book or pamphlet g
in fact, the written material once again has more citations than the perscnal-
ity. This is contrary to the opinion of those who hold that a Religlous in a
fanily i3 a strong influence for additional vocations among the relatives, Perd
haps the explanation for more vocations among relativaes after one mamber takes
the velil may lie not so much in the personal influence of the Religious over
her family, lmmediate or remots, as in the power of her dally prayers and
saorifices which may obtain for those among them who have vocations, the
strength to follow themj or perhaps the same influences that prompted the
Religious to become a nun are acting on other members of the family.

The most disconcerting revelation of this limited survey, however, is the
fact that only 4 cited "Home and family® as an influence, and no one gave it
either first or second placej "Mother® received one citation, and "Father,"
none, "A friend in the Réigious Life" and "A priest® received more cumulative
points than "the nurseries of all vocations.”3 There may be two possible ways
of accounting for this, It may be that "Home and family" influence was in-
terpreted by the subjects of the questionnaire as meaning pressure of scme sort

3%he New World (Chicago), July 4, 1958, pte 1, pe le
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on the part of the family in an attempt to influence them to become nuns. Or,
and this seems more likely, the students probably are not aware of the impaot
of the family on their personalities. Meeting the members daily under intimate
but ordinary circumstances may veil the actual power of this basic social unit
for building attitwudes, directing desires, and developing, modifying, or sti~
fling inclinations,

Although the number of girls who selected "Convent is safest place in
present up-set world" and "Disappointment in love® as reasons for turning their
thoughts to Religious Life is too small to have any significance, it does re~
veal that the idea of convents being places of refuge for the insecure and the
broken-hearted is not yet extinect. It is true that in a few rare cases, these
ware the original motives for interest on the part of Religious who later be~
came Mniaad Saints; yet it is more likely that such conceptiona are kept
alive by fiction, which finds this quite an intriguing theme, rather than by a
knowledge of the lives ofthe Sainta.

The last three items listed as influences were incorporated into the
questiomnaire because the writer had heard them attributed to applicants, even
in publie¢ addresses, as probable motives for interest in the Religicus Iife,

Influences Detracting from Interest in the Religious Life

In turning tc the influences that compete for interest with the Religlous
Iife, it has been found that the vocation to marry and bring up a family heads
the list of cholces (Table XIV, page Ll) of the overwhelming majority of "Unin-
terested® girls, This is a very healthy response, for it is the most valid
reagson for not wanting to be a mm, another vocation in life.
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However, a number of the other choices indicate incorrect ideas about
both the Religious and the married state. Chief among these is "Don't think
I'm good enough.® It is bullt on the false notion that lay people in general
are expected to be inferior in virtus to Religiousjy +that the higher state
automatically guarantses higher sanctity and requires it already at the time
of admissiony that to get married and rear a family mediocre "goodnesa”,
which could not pass the convent-sntrance test, is sufficient., This observa=-
tion becomes even more alarming when coupled with the fact that this reason
for lack of interest ranks so high, immediately after the marriage-family
reagon, in cumulative points. Obviously it is the opinion of this group that
genuine sanctity is reserved for convents and not required for those who marry
or remain single in the world,

Other distorted views are revealed by the number of citationa made for
#The life 18 too hard," "Nuns can't go out enough,” "“MNuns rise too early,"
"Nuns pray too much.,® It becomes svident from these choices that girls do not
seriously ponder the life of conscientious fathers and mothers who seriocusly
shoulder the hardships of the married life; who cannot go out freely as teen~
agers canj who, even when out for an evening, are not free from concern about
the charges they brought along or left behind} who must rise early frequently,
if not daily; who often feel the need for praying for grace to bear their bure
dens and their joys in a manner that sanctifies. It can be easily deduced
that the respondents do not realize that convents have no monopoly on these
phases of dally living, so unattractive to nature, and they will not escape
them by avoiding the Religious ILife.

Also, these same reasons ("The lifs is too hard," "Nuns can't go out e~




TABLE XIV

INFLUENCES CONTRIBUTING TO A IACK OF INTEREST IN THE RELIGIOUS LIFE

Cholce Total Cumulative
Influences Times Index of
[ ' Clted Influences
1 |2 |3 | L |5
Attraction for marriage 16 ko7 8 1 172 778
Desire to bring up a !
fanily k2 1130 (36 5 | 2 175 710
Don't think I'm good !
enough 710220 4 | L L6 150
Attachment to "good times" 3,39 171 10 52 98
The 1ife is too hard 3, 8!8 91 35 96
Pear of failure in the ; ’
voecation 3 1l i1.3 b |10 3 76
Attachment te a boy friend 2 3110 4 | 6 25 66
Don't think I'm smart : i
R sing 1! 5 7164 23 62
raction for posses
o nlzﬁeyf living by 0 1/11 16| 2 20 51
slike for
schedule 0 61613 2 17 50
Nuns can't go out enough 1 2 6 3 2 1 39
Dislike for taking orders 3.1/2 13 1 10 32
Don't get along with mms 123 3|1 10 29
Don't like the clothes 1/ 1/3 /1 10 2l
Parental opposition 2 1 2 11 g o3
Nuns rise too early 1 0!/3 /3|1 A
Disillusionment by incident
with a nmn 0 13 2 1l 7 18
Couldn't give up smoking 11 1 2 0 E 16
Dependent parent 1 0/!3 0] 0 b
Nuna don't seem to be as
happy as married people o] 11 2 3 7 b1 1)
Couldn't give up scme g
other habit 1.0/ 2111 0 L 13
Nuns pray too much 1,00 3|1 5 12
Poor health 1 01 0 0 2 8
1ife of a nun is too easy 0|1 0|0} 0 1 N
Dependent younger children 0 0l 0 l l 2 3
Iack of money necessary 0 0| 0 1|1 2 3
e fop—aniaxing—
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nough," "Nuns rise too early," "Nuns pray too much") with the addition of
"Attachment to good times" (which ranks fourth from the top of the list of
choices) and "Attraction for possessing money" (which ranks ninth), point
urmistakably to the individualistic philosophy with which young people even
in Catholic schools are permeated, aveiding a vocation because they fear it
will interfere with their personal comforts and pleasures. It would beworth-
while to inquire further into their understanding of what this implies. Do
they presume that in the married state or in the single state in the world
pecple are free to indulge as they are inclined, without being limited by
obligations to themselves and to socisty, which often require restraint anmd
sacrifice?

"Fear of fallure in the vocation" points up the factor of social control,
gossip about a returning postulant or aspirent being feared more than the
tragedy of missing a vocation because of neglecting the opportunity to test itJ

If "Don't think I'm good enough® is linked with "Don't think I'm amart
enough," ranking eighth in order of importance, it can be seen that the simple
requirements for the Religiocus Life are not clear in the girls! minds, for in
reality, the absence of a morally bad habit makes them "good enough® and an
average mentality, "smart enough.,' They are obviously ignorent of the manner
in which these are verified before a postulant is accepted: the former through
a letter of reconmendation from the Pastor, the latter by means of a transcript
of credits from the last school attended, sometimes including character qual-
ities as listed in school records. Similar or equivalent requirements are
often requested by employment agencies before admission of applicants to
positions demanding responsibility and trustworthiness.
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The admission by 17 citations that girls are influenced against being muns
either because they "Don't get along with nmuns® or because they have been dis-
illusioned "by an incident with a nun" i8 a further clue to the power over
vocation building or destroying that lies with the high school teaching nuns,
especially when considered in relation to the mumber of girls who are favorably
influenced because they like some teaching Sister in high school (Table XIII,
Pe 36)e

Why seven of the girls who were questioned think "Nuns don't seem as happy
as married people® remains to be explored by some future study. It would be
enlightening to learn l) what students consider characteristics of happiness
which they find in married people and which are absent in Religious; 2) whether
this general evaluation of Religlous 1s a superficial impression created by
some exceptional incident, or an opinion grounded on observation of repeated
external manifestations of an attitude} 3) the mmber of Religious in wham
this "lack of happiness® has been consistently observed. It would be even
more enlightening if this were accompanied by a companion-study on "Married
people don't seem to be as happy as nuns.®

This limited glimpse into the mind of the high school girl provides cluea
for understanding which and how external influences may cause her to react,
which information may serve as a guide for self-study and as a basis for the
formation of vocational guidance programs, for those who are able to control
these influences. Specific recommerdations on these points, as also on build~
ing up true and realistic conceptions comnected with the material under con-~
sideration, will be given in the final chapter of this thesis.




CHAFTER IV

DIFFERENCES BEIWEEN GIRLS IN COEDUCATIONAL HIGH SCHOOLS
AND THOSE IN GIRLS' HIGH SCHOOLS

How does interest in the Religious life among girls in Coeducational high
schools campare with that of girls in Glrls' high schools in Chicago? The
percentage of those interested, as revealed by the questionnalre, is about the
same, differing only by .4 per cent in favor of Girls! schools, as can be seen
from Table II, page li. However, the difference in the number of undecided is
worth noting (3.6 per cent). It would seem to indicate that those who think
they might have a vocation to be 3 nun, but hesitate for some reason, prefer
to give themselves time and opportunity to decide without taking the risk of
swinging the balance against such a step by continual mingling with the oppo-
site sex at this orucial period in their lives when nature, by the steady
growth of atiraction, gives evidence of physical and emotional development,.

A girl who is definitely interested, but is compelled to delay for a period
for some reason, may not think she is endangering her vocatl on by attending

a Qoeducational high school, especially if circumstances make it necessary or
more convenient for her to do so,

The higher rate of ®"Parental opposition" for Coeds (Tables XVII and XVIII,
pages L9 and 50) than for Girls' (18 points for Coeds, 5 for Girls') is note-
worthy.
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The survey also reveals that those who atterd Coeducational high schools
live nearer to school than those who enroll in Girls! high schools. The
Coeds range from a two-minute walk to a L5-mimute bus ride for iraveling to
and from schoolj those in Girls' high schools, from a five-minnte walk to a
65-minute bus ride. Of the 89 Coeds aampled, thirty-six live near enough to
wallk (4OJh per cent)j of the 182 from Girle' high schools, thirty-eight live
within walking distance (20.6 per cent).

Since all three of the Coeducational high schools included in the study
are parochial, it can be concluded that the convenience of attending a school
near home and the savings in time and cost of transportation may frequently
be the reasons for choosing to register there. Besides, preference is given
to parishioners in these times of overwcrowled classrooms. Pastors are known
to make exceptions in registrations for members of the parish who have been
either too late in applying for admission to other Catholic high schools, or
who have been rejected for some reason. This may, to some extent, account
for the mmber of "interested® who find themselves in Coeducational high
schools.

The faet that five out of the nine sampled from among the Coeducational
interested, live near encugh to walk home from school may indicate, too, that
the additional association with Sisters after school hours and/or on free

.days, which can be taken advantage of more conveniently if so desired by those
who live nearer, may be a factor in vocational interest, However, this point
remains to be investigated by some future study.

In Tables XV, XVI, XVII, and XVIII, with which the remainder of this
chapter will be concerned, the "Cummlative Index of Influences” was computed




TABLE XV

INFLUENCES CONTRIBUTING TO INTEREST IN THE RELIGIOUS LIFE
ON THE PART OF GIRLS IN GIRLS'! HIGH SCHOOLS*

Choice ; Total | Cumulative
: ~ Times Index of
Influences 1 T [ L |3 - Cited | Influences
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Desire to serve (od more i i : !

perfectly 5 f

An attraction I cantt explain

Present nead for nuns

Sister I like in high school

Nuns in general

[Vocation talk by & nun

Iiterature about a Religious
Order

priest
thing I read

elative in the Religious Life
and Family Influence
ecial Sister I liked in the
grade school

Friend in the Religious Life

4 sermon I heard

Friend who plans to be a nmun

I am disappointed in love

The convent is the safest
place at present

Mother

Father

I like the clothes

I like the dignity

To get an education I can't
afford
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TABLE XVI

INFLUENCES CONTRIBUTING TO INTEREST IN THE RELIGIOUS LIFE
ON THE PART OF GIRLS IN COEDUCATIONAL HIGH SCHOOLS#

I

|

| Times | Index of
Cited | Influences

| Total | Cumlative
!
{

Influences ?1;r2 3 E!S

An attraction I can't !

explain ‘
Desire to serve QGod more }
perfactly :
Pregent, day need for mns
Nuns in general
Relative in the Religlous
Iife
Something I read |
Iiterature about a ;
Religious Order *
Convent is safest place
at present
A friend who plans to be (
e nun i
Vocation talk by a mun
Sister I like in high
school
A priest !
Home and family influence
Mother
Pather
8ister 1 liked in grade
school
A sermon I heard
I like the clothes ‘
I like the dignity ! ,
I am disappeinted in live ; |
To get an education I ! |
can't afford | ; ‘
1
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# Total mumber of girls in samplet 9.
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by assigning S points to a first choice, L to a second, 3 to a third, .2 to a
fourth, and 1 to a fifth. It should be noted, too, that same of the girls
whose yuestionnaires were drawn in the regularwinterval sample did not answer
this part of the survey; others indicated less than 5 reasonsj still others
marked a second choloe without indicating a first one. Hence the total in
each column is not equivalent to the total mpmber in the sanple.

It is evident from Tables XV and XVI, pages 46 and L7, that the three
sama influences arcusing interest hold the lead in both groups, those in
Coeducational and those in Girls' high schools. On the other hand, the atiracw
tion for teachers, whether in the high school or in the grade school, stands
higher among the students in Girls'! high schools, Neither is the home and
parent influence nor a sermon cited even once among the Coeds, Nevertheless,
they are not living in an unrealistic, imaginary world, for they show their
awarenass of its present ungertainty by their interest in the security a convent
poseibly might offer.

Likewise, the same influences contributing to a lack of interest in the
Religious Iife have scored among the five highest with both groups (Tables XVII
and XVIII, pages 49 and 50), in slightly different positions, again indicating
the similarity among the girls of the two types of schools. However, here
once more in this study's respondents, it can be seen that the attitude of the
girls toward the nunsfis more favorable in Girls' high schools than in the Co-
sducaticnal, "Don't get along with nuns*® stands ninth in order of importance
for the Coeds and sixteenth for the Girlst; “Disillusionment by an incident
with a nun* takes eleventh placse with the Coeds and drops to the twentieth with
the Girlst. Perhaps it is the same attitude thal causes Coeds more than
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TABLE XVII
INFLUENCES CONTRIBUTING TO A LACK OF INTEREST IN THE RELIGIOUS LIFE
ON THE PART OF GIRLS IN GIRLS' HIGH SCHOOLSH*
Total | Gumlative
{ | ‘ Times | Index of
1 3 ] b | 5 Cited | Influences
] ! i
&ttmtion é‘owﬂg riage 83 22 | 3 2 1l 110 513
Des or br up a :
family 22 1799 L 0 113 456
Attachment to good times 2 ﬁ 6 11 L . 26 66
Dontt think I'm good enough 2 00 3 2 2 6l
The life is too hard 2 2.6 3185 | 18 W7
Attachment to a boy friend 2 1,17 '3 4 17 45
FPear of failure in the | ? f
th:ionf 11 8 3 6 19 4S
Attraction for posseasing ! ; :
monay c o 8 5 o 3 3k
Dislike for living by ! ; 5
schedule 0 bk 2 1 11 33
Dontt think I'm msart enough O 2 ' 4 ' 4 | 2 12 30
Huns can't go out enough o 2 2 2 1 7 19
Dislike for taking orders 2 0 1 2 1 6 18
Couldn't give up smolking 101 1 10 b 1
Dontt like the clothes 1101 4 6 10
Mung rise too early c 012 1 1 L 9
Idon'tgat along withnms = © 1 | 0 2 O 3 8
Dependent parsmt -1 01 0 0 2 8
Poor health 100 0 o0 1 5
Nuns dontt seem to be zs ! : i
m;tafiummadpwplc 0,0 'Y 1 0 2 S
Parental opposition 1 0 o o0 .0 1 5
¥uns pray too much c ¢ |0 2 1 3 5
Gouldn't give up some 1 i i
other habit 0 0 1 0 '60 1l 3
Dependent younger eidldren ' 0 | 0 0 0 1 ' b R 1l
Unfavorable information about ; ! |
Religious Iife acquired e ; ;
from reading o ,0/0 0 0o | o 0
Unfavorable things heard ‘ : i |
about mms "o 0 lololo | o | 0
Incident with a mun 0 |0 |0 [0 |0 | 0 | 0
Lagk of necessary monsy 0|0 |0 g 0 I 0 0 0
Iife of a mun i3 too easy l’ 0 0 0]0 jﬂ o 0

# Total number in samples 158



TABLE XVIII
INFLUENCES CONTRIBUTING TG A LACK OF INTEREST IN THE RELIGIOUS LIFE
ON THE PART OF GIRLS IN COEDUCATIONAL HIGH SCHOOLS¥*

50

Total Curulative
Times| Index of

Influence 1 |2 [ 3 |k | 5 |cited|Influences
Desire to bring up a family 22 3% |7 /1| 2 62 25l
Attraction for marriage 33 19 ' 4 | 6 0 62 165
Den't think I'm good enough S 16 11 11 2 23 86
The life 48 too hard 1 6 2 6| 2 17 L9
Attachment to good times 1L |0 |3 |6 | 6 15 32
Don*t think I'm smart enough X 03 3 2 2 1n 32
Fear of failure in the vocation |2 |0 |8 |1 | ki 212 31
Attachment to a boy friend L0 2 3|32 8 21
Don't get along with nuns 1 !15)3 101 7 21
Nuns can't go out enough 1 0o 1 1 7 20
Incident with a mm o |1 i3 12 |1 7 18
Parental opposition 1 01 2 11 1 6 18
Dislike for living by scheduls |0 |2 2 |1 1 6 17
Attrection for possessing monsy 0 3 12 7 17
Dontt like the clothes 2 (0 (3|0 |0 | LI 11
Dislike for g orders 1 1 Y 110 L i
Nuns rise too ear 1 0 |1 |2 0| k| 12
Couldntt give up some other habit 1 0 1 1 o 3 10
Nuns don't seem to be as happy | | { | |

as married people 01 0 1 131 5 9
Nuns pray too much /1T (o lo 2|0 | 2I 7
Dependent parent 0 0 2 0 | 0 2 6
The life of a nun is too easy o |12 o |0 [0 i 1| h
Poor health S ¢ B | o 0 1. 3
lLack of money necessary for ! ! ‘ ! |

sntering 0 ;0 0|1 .1 2 3
Dependent younger children L0 0 [0 1 ¢ | 0 2
|Couldntt give up smoking 0 0 O 1 0 1 2
infaveruble information about |

Religious Life acquired i

from reading | © ¢c [0 |0 |1 1 1
Unfavorable things heard about ning | © 0 0 0 0 0 0

# Total mumber of girls in samples 80,
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students from Girls' high schools to think that "Nuns don't seem to be as
happy as married people,"

It is noteworthy that although 80, the number of the urdnterested girls
from Coeducatdnal high schools used in the sample, is only one less than half
of 158, the mmber in the sample of uninterested girls from Qirl.#' high schools,
the number of cumulative points for "I den't think I'm good enough* (86 for Co
64 for Girls') and "I don't think I'm smart enough® (32 for Coedss 30 for Girls!
is in both cases higher for Coeds.

S8everal other (oed choices for not being interested which exceed in mumw-
ber of peints those of the students from Girls' high schools, show they have
less understanding of the real meaning of a mmt's life, and are more cenvernsd
with external comforts, for example’ “Can't go oul enough,* “Don't like the
clothes,? "Rise toc early," "Pray too much."

On the other hand, they seem to have a less emotional and a more realis-
tic outlook in regard to Matrimonyj for, whereas those from the Girlst high
schools so overwhelmingly chose “Attraction for marriage® az their leading
rsason, the Coeds made "Desire to bring wp & famlly" their top cholecs, The
two are, of course, very closely related, but the family is the purpose that
goes beyond the attraction so glamoriged on the screen and at times springing
from selfish motives.

It i5 interesting o note, too, that “Attachment to boy friend" is slight-
1y lower in proportion among the Qoads in this study (LS5 points for Girls';

21 for Coads)s This, again, might point to a (oed's greater independence,

Prom these observabions it might be conzluded (mindful of the limited

sample) that the giiyl in a Coeducational high school can Le expected to be
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more independent, decided, determined, and realistic, and less inelined to
seek guldance and take advice from her teachers than her nsighbor in a Girls?
high school, although their ideals are basically the same. Insofar as these
characteristlcs can be made to serve the cguse of interest in the Religlous
Iife, vocations will increase in Coeducational high schools,




QHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND PRACTICAL CONCLUSIONS

The findings presented at the beginning of Chapter II reveal that almost

20 per cent of the freshmen surveyed, and a littls over 10 per cent of each of

the other three divisions, were willing to express a tentative interest in the

Religious ILife. Thls information was obtained by means of & yuesiionnaire ad-

wministered in 12 Catholic High Schools in Chicago, six Girls! and six Coeduca~-

tional,.

The remainder of the chapter presents possible related factora. These
conclusions are based on data from a regular-interval sample from six of the
above-mentioned high schools, three (irlst and three Coeducational, The follow-
ing is a sumary of the conclusions which can be drawn from the mmerically
and regionally limited sample including 271 yuestionnairses
1. Catholie high school educatiion appears to ba & factor ia vocation

fostering, as none of the “interested" in the sample spent any part
of their high school years in a public school.

2. More students with parents of Irish nationality background expressed
interest than of any other natiocnality (mot considering those groups
witich nad less than 5 members among the respondents), a&s computed
by percentages on the total number from the nationality growp included

in the questiomnaires under study, i.e.y 2241 per cente.
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A higher percentage of girls from medium sized femilies (those with
five, six, and seven children) were found to be vocation-minded than
from either the small (one to four children) or larger families.
Most of those admitting interest balong to the upper division of the
lower econcmic class, this conclusion being bassd on 1) the weeidly
fandly income ($100-8200) and 2) ccoupation of parents (highest
parcantage of both, fathers and mothers, being unsikilled laborers,
consideration of "skilled" catogory being excluded because of the
small number in the totalls
Porcontagewise, the wninterssted have the highest rate for the incozs
group with betwean $200-8300 per week for the family, as also for the
salus workere and gsemisicilled ocoupational class for futhers, and the
clerical, sales workers, and semiskilled for mothers (excluding the
sonsideration of those with a small number in total catsgory).
Mixad marriages ware found in this study to be twice as detrimental
%o vocational thinking es broken homes.
Working mothers militate against vooations in a home, all of the
worklag wothors of interested students having worked lese then ten
yearas, and toose of the uninterested including even such that have
worked over twenty years.
¥t Anberested students who work do so because they nead the monayy
the unintarested rank higher in working for experience.
Relatives in the Religlous Iife do nol appear to be an important
fagtor in fostering vooations, sincs almoat half of the uminterested
also have relatives in & Religlous Orderj besides, of the 15 ine
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terested who have one or more, only 2 cited this as the most important
influence contributing to interest.
In evaluating the influences that contribute to interest in the Religious
life, it was found in this limited sample that:
l. The modern girl is still idealistic, naming as her first reason for
interest "Desire to serve God more perfectly."
2+ High school teachers rank high as an influence for or against vocations
3. Vocation literature is slightly more effective than vocational talkse
Lie Heither the home nor a relative in the Religious Life ranks high as a
vocational influence.
A study of the influences detracting from interest in the Religious Life
from the same limited sample reveal that:
ls The attraction for marriage is the most important reason for lack of
interest in the Religious Life.
2e Students have erroneous ideas about the requirements for a religious
vocation and about the essential purposes of and differences betwsen
the religious and married states.
3¢ Individualism strongly underlies a number of influences militating
against religious vocationse
lie High school muns are mmong the more important influences.
In considering the differences between girls in Coeducational and those
in Girls' high schools in regard to vocational thinking, it was concluded
from the data thats
l. There are more undscided girls in the Girls! than in the Coeducational
high schools,
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2+ Coeds have more opportunity for out-ofw-school contacts with the muns
because many of them live nearer school.

3. Nuns have more influence in Girls' than in Coeducational schools,

b, 1t appears that Coeds are less attached to boy friends than girls in
Girls' schools because this ranks sixth in the Girls! schools as a
reagon for lack of interest in the Religious Iife, and eighth among
the Coedse

Se That they are more decided is indicated by the fact that slightly over
I per cent expressed themselves as undecided in regard to interest in
the Religlous Life, as against almost 8 per cent of the girls from
(3irls! high schools.

6. That Coeds are inclined to be independent is concluded from their lack
of attraction for teachers, and the total absence of or very slight
influence exerted by such factors as a priest, a sermon, and home and
familye

7+ That Coeds are realistic seems to be indicated by their choosing as a
major influence against entering a convent "I want to bring up a
family of my own" rather than "I feel an attraction for marriage,"

which scored highest with the respondents from Girls' schools,

Predictions and Practiecal Conclusions

l. Vocations to the Catholic Sisterhoods are likely to increase with the
increased enrollment of Catholic girls in Catholic high 3chools.l The importance}

-
The Confraternity of Christine Doctrine has estimated that in 1957-1958
only 25 percent of America's Batholic youth were attending Catholic High Schools

quoted by lirs. Joseph V. Ryan in "Farents and the High School Student," The
; D

e
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of a Catholic high school education and the influence of high school nuns, as
disclosed by this study, indicate that this is one point for & successful attack
on the problem of vocational shortages.

2+ Hducational programs in high schools and colleges should include in
their marriage courses an emphasis ont

1) Trust in Divine Providence in accepting more than three or four
children into their families, and an emphasis on the value of
girls from a small family,going to the convent.

2) On the advantages of the unity of understanding and attitudes
that can be present only betwsen husband and wife of the same
Faith-~the unifying force that results in similarity of expecta-
tions and values, essential to happiness in marriage.

3) The importance of a mother's full-tims presence in a home. (In
this connection, the educational program should include informa-
tion on widows' pensions and aid to dependent children. It is
posglble that some mothers work because of economic neseds which
could be satisfied by these government aid programs.)

3. High school Religious teachers, taking advantage of their potential
influence, should avoid "incidents" that alienate girls, and by their manner
of life, speech, and attitudes in and outside of the classroom avoid creating
the false impressions that Religious Life 1s too hard, too cloistered, too
axacting, and too abnommal to appeal to the average American girl.

e Good Counsel Clubs should be organized on a new basis (or new clubs
formed under a different name) to include those who are interested in the

Religious Life and those who are interested in marriage as a vocation, for
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both groups are in need of "good counsel." This will, first of all, have the
advaniage of reaching the hesitant and/or timid who, out of fear of the conse-
Juences of exposing their interest in the Religious Iife before the student
body, never join Good Counsel Clubs as they are organized at present, and are
lost to the Consecrated service of Cods Secondly, relationship between the
Religious and married states can be made clear, together with the essential
requirenents for both, their differences and similarities; the identity of
their problems in many casese

This procedure would help to eliminate in the future such reasons for not
being a nun as “parental ovposition," since those who follow the vocation to
narry aftor membership in the club will have an understanding of both vocationg
and of the importance of following the vocation to which one is calleds On
the other hand, those who will eventually become Religious will appreciate
the married state as a vocation from God, distinguishing between the perfect
state and the perfect life, concepts very often confused. As a more lmmediate
result, a club conducted in this way will give the members a more complete and
correct understanding of the lives of the nuns who teach them, increasing
further the influence they already have.2

Se Taking into account the strength of individualism as an influence hin~
dering vocatlonal thinking, each teacher should plan her work in her respective
subject in such a way that the regponsibility of every Catholic, lay and Reli-
glous, as a member of the Mystical Body will be kept constantly before the
minds of the students. The Mystical Body is the answer to individualism, as
also to all the selfishness bullt on it, such as attachment to "good times.*

®suggestions for conducting meetings are given in Atnondix B of this thasid,
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Wherever possible, direetly or indirectly, the Catholic philosophy about
the purpose and duration of life should be presented realistically, as pertain=-
ing to each individual in every aspect of his life at all timess. One who tries
o avoid anything that is unpleasant, like rising early, and is attached to
money and "good times", has either lost or never learned the Catholic concept
of 1ife as related to eternity. It is probable that our educational systen is
not entirely guiltless here. 4 religion that is meaningful and alive inevitabe
ly changes the person's perspective in this respect. With an other-worldly
outlook, courage will come to follow the religious call if it is present. It
is the work of the teacher to help the student develop thalt point of view,

Recormendations for Further Research

Because ressarch in this field is in its infancy, there are vast possibile
itiea for studies which could be frultful in practical conclusions., The follow$
ing are some that have suggested themselves during the present study:

1. A follow-up study to find out how many of the girls who indicated ten=
tative interest in the Religlous Iife actually became nuns, and why the
others lost interest. |

2e A more detailed exploration of each of the factors which are considered
in a general way in this study in regard to its effects on vocational
thinkings

1) Home influences, with details mentioned in this comnection in
Chapter I, page 11,

2) Catholic education in regard to the relative importance of each
periods elementary, secondary, and college.




3)

h)
5)

63 How family attitudes are influenced by father's and mother's

7)

8)

9)

10)

1)

3+ Why some girls think muns are not as happy as married people, as out-
lined in Chapter III, page 43, in a comparative study including the
converses why some girls think married people are not as happy as muns.

60
“Americanization” and its effscts, as suggested in Chapter II,
page 19.
Reasons why parents oppose their children's vocations.
The difference in the reasons for interest on the part of girls
from broken homes and those who have both parents living at home.

occupation, especially in regard to vocational thinking.
Relationships between the famlly income and interest or 1lack of

interest,.

Reasons why students have no idea of their family income, and
whether and how this is related to the financial demands they make
on their parents and to their attitude toward property (family
and personal).

Why mothers work and what provisions are made for the care of the
home and children,.

Reasons why "Nuns in general™ and "Sister I like in high school®
rank fourth and fifth respectively in a list of 22 reasons for
being interested in the Religious Life, discovering specifically
what the motivating factors are and how these can be fully capital-
ized on.

Extent and limit of influence on the part of a relative in the
Religious Life,. '
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e Why some girls think they can be "not good enough" to be nuns, but
"oood enough to get marrieds what "good enough® means to them,.
5. The types of incidents that disillusion girls about the Religious Iife.
6. The various types of vocational literature, to discover which has the
most effective appeal to the girl who has a religlous vocation,
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APPENDIX A

QUESTIONNAIRE

Do not write your name on this paper. Kindly answer each question or check
correct answer,

1. This school is? Coeducational or Girls!
24 My age 3 Divisiont Fresiman Sophamore Junior Senior

R ]

3+ Underscore the grades and the years in high school you attended a Catholic
Schools Kindergarten 1 2 3 L 5 6 7 8 Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior

Lo According to your grades in school, are you an average student 3 above
average 3 fair 7

S5e How do you usually travel to schools I walk j come by car  j came by
bus 3 any other way? How? -

6. How long does it usually take you to get to school? minutes,
T« Nationality of father 3 alive? 3 religion of father
8, Nationality of mother 3 alive? 3 religion of mother

9« Occupation of father 3 occupation of mother

fL0s If your mother works outside of the home, about how long has she been
working? years; or nonths.

ﬁ.l. About how much us your motherts salaryt per week § 3 or per month$ 3
or per year $ .

« Are your parents living together? Yes Ko 3 Step~father  Step-mother |

O S———

« How many brothers are older than you? How many are married?
How many are younger?

le. How many sisters are older than you? How many are married? How
many are younger? '

b5, How old is the youngest child in the family? yearse.
L6 Does your family own the house you live in? or rent it?
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17+ Check one of the followings Would you say your family is poor?
Able to get aleng, but not well-off7
Well-to=do, but not really rich?
Rich?

18. About how much does your father get paid per week? & or per month $

or his amual income before deductions (if you have & Feneral idea) §
19 Do you work part-time? Yes No

200 If you do work, why? Check, or mumber reasons in order of importance if
you have more than ones 1) I need the money
2) The family needs The little help I can give
ﬁ I pay for my own schooling and clothes
I want the experience
I can get advanced soonar when I begin
working full-time
6) I have time on my"hafds
7) 1 want extra spending mBhey
8) Any other reason?

21le Do you have any relative that is a priest? Yes _ No _j a Nun? Yes No 3
a Religious Brother? Yes__ No a

224 If you have, how are they related to you?
23+ Are you interssted in the religious life for yourself? Yes No __ Undecid

2he If you are interested in the religious life, is it the life of an active n
or of a cloistered nun___ that interests you?

25+ Do you have pretty good reasons to think that some day you might be a nun?
Yos No Cantt say

If you are interested in the religious life, continue with Part I3 if you are
NOT interested in the religious life, go on to Part II beloW,

Part 1

What are your chief reagons for being interested in the religious life? Please
mumber in order of importance, if you have more than one. (Do not number more
than 5.) Add your own, if you have others that are not listed,

l. Home and family influence
2+ Mother Father

o Relati¥e In the Féligious life

o Friend in the religious life -
5. Muns in general




6. Special sister I like in the grade school
in the high school
Te A pl’i&ﬁt
8¢ A friend Who plans to be a mun
9« Something I read (book or pamphIet)
10s 4 vocation talk given by some nun
11, Iiterature put out by some Religidls | Order
124 A sermon I heard
]1.3 The need for nunB 18 so great at present
o An gttraction I can't explain
15, I want to serve God in a more perfect way
16, I like the clothes
17. I like the dignity™
18, I am disappointed Th Iove
19, I want an education and can't afford it
20, The Convent is the safest place in the Present up-set wordd
2les A vocation club got me interested
22+ Any other reason or reasons? Name Ghem.

Part II

What are your chief reasons for NOT being interested in the religious life?
Flease number in order of importance if you have more than one of those listed
below, (Do not number more than 5,) Add your own, if you have otherw that
are not listed,

1. My health 1is not good enough
2. I am responsible for taking Tare of a parent
of younger children
3¢ I'm afraid I couldn¥¥ Zive wp smoking
some other habit
L. I feel an attractIon for marriage
Se I want to being ur a family of my own
6¢ I couldntt give up my boy friend
7« ¥y parents oppose it _—
8e I don't think I'm godod enough
or smart enough
B, I don't get along with mms
10, An incident with a nun disilTuSioned me
1l. I don't like the clothes
12, I think the life is too HATd
13, Nuns don't seem to be as hapDy &s married people
1, They get up too early
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15, They pray too much

16, They can't go out @nough

17. I don't like to take orders from others

18+ I dontt like to do things on schedule ™

194 I like good times too much to give them up

20« Some one told me things about nuns R

214 I read unfavorable things about the religious 1ife
22, I like to have money of my own '
234 I dont't think I have enough moheéy to enter

2he I think the life of a nun at present is 00 easy

25, I'm afreid I night have to come back, and would B8 &shamed
26+ Any other reasons? What are they?




APPRIMIX 3

SOME SUGGESTIONS FPOR CONDUCTING
GOOD COUNSEL CLUB MEETINGS

In conducting Good Counsel Club meetings, it is suggested that the first
one be confined to 2 general discussion of both states in lifes the second
(followed by more, if desirable), to the Religlous Lifej the third (more, also,
if judged beneficial), to the married state; the fourth, a rediscussion of the
first npeeting in the light of the new information acquired.

Succeeding meetings could include speakers representing all three states,
preferably only one at a meeting. The Religlous speakera invited should be
such that are not exclusively concerned about vocations to the Order of which
they are members, bul rather representative of a state of life which provides
a maans of sanctification bhrough performance of definite works of mercy. They
should also be mns chosen for their practical plety and experience, since this
will engble them to concentrate in an interesting and enlightening manner on
the realities of Religious life, not on the externals, as is often the case in
talks given by novices and/or postulants. Such talks seldom serve any further
[pwrpose than the providing of a diversion for the assenmbly or satisfying |
curiosity; certainly they fail as vitalizers for vocational growth,
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The married people who speak at a meeting should also be rich in experi-
ence and have a well-grounded understanding of the Sacrament of Matrimony and
all it implies. They should not be slated as speakers simply because of a
pleasant personality or because they are friends of the moderator.

Since literature is a good influence, it is advisable to distribute some
at these meetings, if it is available,

If more serious subject matter is desired, the encyclical on Virginity
can be studied to balance the study of the one on Christian Marriage which is
a requirement of the Senior Religion course,

As a final comment the writer should like to emphasize that at no time
should any part of a meeting be allowed to deteriorate to a discussion of
gquestions prompted by curiosity and having no bearing on the essentials under
consideration. It has occurred that club meetings have wasted their limited
time on discussing totally irrevelant trivialities. Wocations neither sprout
from nor are they nourished by such information, and it is doubtful that those
who advocate the exposure of the minutest details of the personal life of nuns
as a means of fostering vocations, could find even one case in which such in-
formation produced a vocation. The days in which very little was known about
nuns were days when vocations flourished in abundance, for following the call

from God to a Consecrated life does not hinge on the satisfaction of curiosity.




BIBLIOGRAPHY
I. PRIMARY SOURCES

Archdiocese of Chicago Annual School Report, 19551956 and 1956-1957.

PW’ Reve Felliclian Aoy O F Moy, ede The 1957 National Catholic Almanace.
Patterson, 1956,

Piup XI, Pope. On the Catholic Priesthood. Washington, D.Ce, 1936.
] The QuestiSanaires.

II. SECONDARY SOURCES
A, BOOKS

Biot, Rene and Gilmard, Plerre. Medical Quide to Vocations, Westminster, 1955,
Cushing, Richard J. That They May Know Thee. Westminster, 1956,

Giese, Vincent J. The Apostolic Itch. Chicago, 195k.

Kans, George L. Why I Entered the Convent, Westminster, 1953

Kane, George Ls Why I Became a Brother. Westminster, 195)4.

lawrence, Sister Mary, O.P. The Convent and the World. Westminster, 1954,
Mitchell, Walter. Vocation. Westminster, 1953.

B, ARTICLES

Andre, Brother. "Development of a Religious Vocation," National Catholie
Educational Association Proceedings, XIVII (1950), 3M2=3L8.  —

68




69
Aumann, Jordann, 0,P., "Religious Life and Modern Needs," Review for Religious,
XIIT (July 15, 1954), 169-178.

Brady, Ignatius, O.F.d. "Elements and Signs of a Vocation," Cord, IV (October-
November 1954), 315-320, 3u5-347. h —

Caliri, F., "Religlous Vocations for Priests,” (Catholie World, CLXXII (Decem-
ber 1950)’ 208212,

campbﬁ:h gaa. "Eighty Percent Said No," Amerdca, IXXXVI (Jamary 19, 1952),

Conrad, Mother M, "Fostering Religious Vocations in the Secondary School,"
Catholic Educator, XVIII (March 1948), 343-3L5.

Curreh, Rev, Francis, 5,J. "Vocations Keep Climbing,* America, XCVI (February
95 1957), 521-523 =

Hagen, J.R. "Some Factors in the Development of the Religious Vocations of
Women," Jowrnal of Religious Instruction, XV (March, April, May 1945),
621628, TIZ=TIT, *

Healy, Sister M,A. "Buried Alive," Catholic World, CIXIX (June 1949), 178-18L.

Keanan, Margaret M, "Fewer Religious Vocations-—-Wny?" Extension, LII (Jan-
ua uary 1958), 1l, 36.

Iarkin, M. "Problems of Vocation,* Tablet, CCIL (July 25, 1953), 90.

McGurn, Barrett. "Catholle Church Worried by Shortage of Clergymen," Chicago
Sun-Pimes, Chicago, 1957.

s Jole - "School for Delayed Vocations in Boston," Catholic World, CIXIII
(August 1916), L6T-L6B.

Ogery M,M,, O.P. "Recruiting of Nuns," Liumen, VIII (October 1953), 65L=669,.

Poage, G,C.Ps "Hvaluation of Vocation Efforts," National Catholic Educational
Association Bulletin, XLIX (August 1952), 2UZ<2hl,

Ramos, Most Reve Alberto. "Brazilian Archbishop Cites Need for Priests," The
w World, Chicago, 1958,

[Ryang Mrs. Joseph V, "Parents and the High School Student,"” The Christian
‘ s LIII (January 1958), 25.

Shea.lgisgl. "Fardlyt's Duty Is Providing Vocations," The New World, Chicago,




70
Shelton, G,Ne "Religious Vocations for Women,* Clergy Review, XLIX (February
1950), L33-:i37a

"Sociology of Vocations," Pmcg%ggs of the Eleventh Vocation Institute,
Notre Dame, Indiana, -cdy »

Stephanie, Sister M.y 0,5.Be "Fostering Vocations on the Sacondary
National Catholic Educational Association Bulletin, LII (August 19555

-, .

Sullivan, Sister M. "Positive A proaoh to Vocationa, Journal of Religious
Instruction, XVI (May 1946), -

Walburga, Mother M, "Balancing the Vocational Budget," Catholiec Educator,
XXII (November 1951), 153156,

Wilson, Je.He "Integrated Program for Fostering Vocations teo the Priesthood
and Relgious life," National Catholic Educational Association Bulletin,
X1v1 (HOVWP l9£9); Omlre

C. UNPUBLISHED MATERIALS

Evans, Brother Flacidus, C.F.X. "An Investigation into the Origins of Vocationd
to the Teaching Brotherhoods.® Unpublished Master's Thesis. Catholic
University of America, Washington, D,C., 1951.

Garland, Sister Mary of the Angels, M.H,S. "Certain Domestic Factors in the
Cholce of a Religious Vocation among Women." Unpublished Masterts Thesis.
Catholic University of America, Washington, D.Ce.p, 1951




APPROVAL SHEET

The thesis subtmitted by Sister Mary Theresita, 5,S.J. has
been read and approved by three members of the Department of
Sociology.

The final copies have been examined by the dii'ac‘bor of the
thesis and the signature which appears below verifies the fact
thst any necessary changes have been incorporated, and that the
thesis is now given final approval with reference to content,
form, and mechanical accuracy.

The thesis is therefore accepted in partial fulfillment of
the requirements for the degree of Master of Arts,

12~ %~ SE

“Date gnature o ser




	Loyola University Chicago
	Loyola eCommons
	1959

	A Study of Social Backgrounds and Other Factors Associated with Interest of the Chicago Secondary School Girl in the Religious Life
	Mary Theresita Polczynski
	Recommended Citation


	img001
	img002
	img003
	img004
	img005
	img006
	img008
	img009
	img016
	img017
	img018
	img019
	img020
	img021
	img022
	img023
	img024
	img025
	img026
	img029
	img030
	img031
	img032
	img033
	img035
	img036
	img038
	img039
	img041
	img042
	img044
	img045
	img046
	img048
	img049
	img050
	img051
	img052
	img053
	img054
	img057
	img058
	img059
	img060
	img061
	img062
	img063
	img064
	img065
	img066
	img067
	img068
	img069
	img070
	img071
	img073
	img074
	img075
	img076
	img078
	img079
	img083
	img084
	img085
	img086
	img087
	img088
	img090
	img092
	img094
	img095
	img096
	img097
	img100

