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It is‘thn purpose of this study to investigate the most
outstanding pfoblem of Cathollc high school boys in the eleventh
grade, (Juﬁiar year), both from their own viewpoint and from |
the viewpoint of the high school faculty members. It would seem
that conduatiﬁg the investigation in a school affords a‘tworold
advantaggir"

N o

2.

3,

It would hardly seem necessary to comment on the timeliness

CHAPTER 1

A REVIEW OF RELATED STUDIES

The school setting and group administration permits the
boy to evaluate his problems objectively and imperson-
ally. |

He 18 in a position to appraise himself and to be
appraised by others in comparison with his contemporariesd
In effect, he is subject to increased self-awareness

a3 he associates with others his own age and he, in turn,
is in 8 position to be observed by those who are charged
with alding in his moral, intellectual, and emotional
growth, namely, his teachers and other members of the
faculty.

It also permits a comparison between the boys! and their

teachers' views as to the outstanding problem;

1




2
of a study of this neture, but it would seem that a moment spent
on the subject would prove profitable. One can hardly be unaware
of the tremendous amount of attention which is currently being
directed toward human problems in all walks of life. No longer
are problems looked upon as characteristic of the minority. In
studieg of human growth and development at all levels there can
be seen the increasing preoccupation with the concept of self and
of thbse;things which will or may affect the individual positively
or nagatively. In somewise of looking for an explanetion for the
apparent increase of this interest ve are singularly impressed by
the obserﬁaticns on the subject by C. Spearman to the effeet that
 The progress of mankind, their defense against and
mastery over the rude forces of their environment, has

been in large measure the effect of their strong urge

to obtain information. But this craving is insatlable,

Gratification only offers to it new fields to be

satisfled., Man had begun with inquiries which referr-

ed to his immediately urgent needs, such as safety,

food, and propagation. But when once these had become

sufficiently secure, his questions inevitably enlarged -

their scope. As we saw, he began to ruminste on dreams-
apparitions, life, and souls. But ventured to raise

their eyes and ask, What is the conatitution, the unity

and the significance of the whole cosmos.

The need for information about this period arises from the
increasing awsreness of teachers, psychologists, and other child- -
guidance workers that the high school student 1s subjected to
many worries, doubts, and instances of confusion. These often

have thelr inception outside of the classroom situation, but are

1Spearman, C. Psychology Down The Ages. VI, pp. 105-106,
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intensified, or at least manifested in some way, in his school
work and relationships with fellow students and teachers. Conse-~
quently, if we can obtaln some picture of what are the most
outstanding problems for the largest percentage of boys in this
particular year under study, nsmely, the third year, the efforts
of counselors can be directed to more pertinent problem~areas and
thereby afford more concrete and genulne assistance to the student.

Some of the more intensive studies which have been made in
the realm of adolescent problems and which constitute the primary -
sources of consultation for this thesis are:

1. Hetharunosemary Moody's A Survey of The Problems of

Girls In Catholie High Schoolsy
2. Doctor Urban H, Fleege's Self-Revelation of The Adolescent]
Boy; and *
3. Father Joseph P. Finn's A Study of The Problems of
Certain Catholic Boys as Told by Themselves and Their

Teachers.
Mother Moody's study, which also utilized the Mooney Problem

[Check List, was done on 743 girls in three Catholic high schools
in the Chicego area. The findings of Mother Moody's study dis~
[closed that there are numerous problems which appear serious to
girls, The degree of seriousness was indicated by the fact that
the girls manifestly desired help., However, they also disclosed
that they are not being adequately ailded in meeting their personal

Iand psychological problems of éonrtship, school and marriage




either at home or in school.
The‘bvarall conclusion that Mother Moody drew from her
findings waa that the majority of the high school girls' preblems
may be daalt with by formulation of a group guidance program -~
which‘wOnld have as its focal point the problems which were high#'
est in frequeney with provisions being made for individual eounsel*
ing. vhenever indicated.

A selfndevised "Problemmaire" was the testing instrument uaea
in Doctor Urban H. Fleege's gelf-Revelation of The Adolescent Boy

-=8n 1nv&st1gation which ineluded some 2,000 boys in twenty cathe»'
olic high seheols in eighteen cities and towns. The purpose of
the study;,was to obtain, analyze, interpret, and appraise canfid~
ential. informaticn on the modern adolescent's problems as he
himselfxpgesvand expariences them in his efforts at adjusting
himself}éa{his complex environment."a Fleege intended thet the |
andwreéultfbf‘his efforts would be

1. »to provide teachers, parents, and priests with a
knowledge of the high school boy's problems as
- he himself sees them; and thus
2., indirectly to provide the material for helpful
“and understanding guidance of the adolescent boy
in meeting the problems that arise during this
period; and
3. to point the way to rurther and more detailed
~research by outlining §he trends of the modern
V”adolescent's problems.

aFieege, U. H. Self-Revelation of the Adolescent Boy. P.b6.
31bi4. P. 6.
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The problems which were found to be of major concern for the
boys were purity; decision in the matter of a vocationj the
feeling of not being understood by people; the lack of social op-
portunities; financial difficulties; and difficulties within the

school.k

Doctor Fleege 1s of the opinlion that adults, and, in particu-
lar, teachers, must accord patience, sympathy, and wisdom in
providing guidance for the adolescent. And in the administering
of this guldance the emphasis should be on the methods of solving
their prﬁblems rather than handing out ready-made solutionsg~~
always remembering that as the young person progresses through
the teen years his problems are constantly changing and becoming
more complicated.5

Fathérlaaseph P. Finn conducted a study of twenty-nine
teachers and 2,440 boys in five selected urban Catholic high
schools in the Province of Ontario in Canada. The responses of thd
subjeats%imre subtmitted in essay forms and the end-result of the
project vas entitled: A Study of Certain Catholic High School Boys
As Told by Themselves And Their Teachers. i
~Father Finn had as his objective the presentation of a compre<
hensive picture of the requisites of secondary school guidance in

terms “of the problems of high school adolescents as seen by

%Ib1d. P. 6.
5Ipid. P, 361.
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themselves, the adequacy of present guidance utilized by them, the
viewpoints of their teachers about these problems and implications
for more effective guldance of Catholic high school students in
the future.”é

As a consequence, the author determined that the boys'
problems could be designated by general categories yhioh, éccordé
ing to a descending order of frequency were: Moral (17.4%);

Family Lireg(B.S%); Personality Adjustments (7,6%); Boy-Girl
Problems ‘('5.»6%); Financial (3,3%); Health (.6%); Unusual Problems
(+5%), Three out of four problems revealed were moral, scholastic
or vocatioﬁal. Family life, personality adjustments, boy=-girl
problems, and financial problems accounted for almost 25% of the
total problems.

In the main, it also seemed to Father Finn that there was a
common factor of agreement between teachers and students as to
the more prevalent problem~areas., He thought that the study
brought to light the need for organized guidance programs-~both on
an individusl and group basis-~in the schools participating in the
investigation, However, the students could also profit from
taking advantage of already existing agencies for consultation;
both at home and at school.

In 1938, Howard M, Bell set down the findings of a survey

Finn, (Fr.) J.P., A Study Of The Problems of Certain Catholid
High School Boys As Told By Themselves and Their Teachers. Pp,l3
Tﬂ%’ , S e




lcondueted by the American Youth Commission of the Americen
Council on Education regarding the major needs of young people.7
Although the survey took place in two statess Pennsylvania and
Maryland; and two municipalitiess Dallas, Texas and Muncile,
Indiana; and forty rural villages throughout the country, Mr. Bell
jconfined his study to information obtained from interviews with
13,528 youths between the ages of sixteen and twenty-four in the
[state of Maryland. It was found that 57.7% or 8,111 of the group
kiefined as their most pressing situation some form of an economle
problem.a

It is interesting to note that while 56 per cent of the

youth who were from families on rellef and who felt that their
universal problem was economic, they were joined by 58 per cent
lof the young people from familles not on relief, but who also
selected said problem. Mr. Bell points out that this state of
affairs was manifested by the fact that the 54 per cent of school
"drop-outs" were for economic reasons. However, he does not
specifically call attention to the fact that the country was

8till very much in the recovery stages from'the Great Depression.
The other problem areas, and their relative positions of
prominence, as delineated in Youth Tell Their Story, were: Conduct,

for Morals (11.1); Edueation, Voecational Choice (10.6); Home (7.1);

7Howard Bell, Youth Tell Their Story, p. 65.
81v1a, pp. 250-251,

A————————




Recreation (4.9); other (8.6).

Another study which was conducted in a manner similar to
that of the author's was that of Doctor Ho Chun Dail who adminis—"
tered the Mooney Problem Check List to 2,498 students at
McKinley High School in Honolulu, Hawaii in 1947, In his work,
Doctor Ho Chun Dai had a twofold objective, namely, to ascerﬁain
what were the outstanding problems of young people in high school
and thereby to enable their teachers better to understand them |
with a view toward possible raorganisation of the school's
curriculum, Some of the more pertinent of Doctor Ho Chun Dai's
findings were the following: |

l. MecKinley students were concerned over many personal
problems. They marked an average of 27,6 problems
varying from none to 151, Of the 330 problems in the
Check List, 102 of them were marked by 10 per cent or

more of more of the students, .

2. Btudents marked a substantial number of problems in
all eleven areas of the Check List, but the bulk of
their problems were concentrated in the areas, "Ad~
Justment to School Work,' 'Personal-Psychological Re~
lationships, ' 'Health and Physical Development' and
'Future: Vocational and Eduecational.' They checked
the fewest problems in the sreas, 'Home and Family, '
*Courtship, Sex, and Marriage' and Morals and Religion'.

3. The study revealed some significant differences among
sex, class, 'ability', and ethniec groups. Girls seemed
to ﬁe more concerned over personal=-psychological issues

and matters pertaining to physical development, Boys

seemed to be more concerned over the attainment of
academic skills, relationship to the opposite sex, and
matters that are active and specifie.

4, The XYF section (highest 'ability' group) consistently
marked a smaller pergentage of problems than any other
section and the XY section (next highest in 'ability!')
consistently checked the largest percentage.. A larger
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percentage of students in the YZR section (lowest *abil~
ity') checked problems pertaining to specific academic
skills. A larger percentage of the students in the XYF
section marked problemg pertaining to their educational
and vocational future, « :

Doctor Lund, an Assoclate Professor of Education in the
University of California's School of Education, and Miss Gladys
V. Noble, an instructor of Sociology in the Berkeley Senior High
School, conducted a study of 127 students in an unnamed senior
high school of "incidents or experiences, either in or out of
school, which caused them to feel fearful, nervous, excitable, or

tensa."lo

At the same time, the students were requested to cite
an example of a culture pattern which they f&l;lwas instrumental
in producing friction, unhappiness, fear, or hostility in an
individu§I pr,1n a social group. In this instance, the testing
instrument was that of pupils' responses to the topies: "Emotions
and Our Reactions to Them” and "How Our Culture Patterns Influ-
ence Qur ﬁ@haviar." The upshot of the responses wasi

1, BChOOL t@8tS.ssssssssavesseasvesnassassssessesdli

2. School Br8deSeseserassescssasssssosnssssassessdld
3. Speeches or oral reports before & ClesS...sss.25%

l"'o Class mCitation.oo-to-o;too-ononnoo-aotco‘uouzlﬁ%

980 Chun Dai, "A Study of The Personal Problems of McKinley
High School Students in Honolulu, Hawaii, with Implications for
[Curriculum Reorganization,"

10G, L. Noble and S. E. Lund, "High School Pupils Report Theii

Fears." Journal of Educational Sociology, No. 25t pp. 97-101
Ootober ToRL™ ’ ’
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7
8.
9.
10.

11.

1%,
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20,

6"

»120“
13.

noney.
Jobs,

As & means of assisting WO incoming freshmen to adjust to

'T@a@hﬁrs..:toitucoooot00teuooouno:oaouooa.“"'23%

Report cardst.'.O.Q..C!‘."Ot.iﬁ.."...030'0900021%

Athletic eontests.....'...........¢.......-‘..,17ﬂ

‘P’a«‘m‘nts.‘D.!D“.QIQ.Q&..O.C‘.t.".l‘#".._.‘...."16%

‘ﬁidicule....c.......-gq.....'..........-....-¢-l3%

Culture patterns--sample: "Because father
still wants to be head of family and make

‘all decisions for wife and childreXi."csvesesssell®
fﬁinority grou?s«......-.....-........uu....--..llﬁ
 Friendﬂhip and Popularity............¢.........11%‘

'DatingtOﬁ"'.".“'Oi‘.Oi‘.ﬁ‘.t.""..l’.".ﬂ'.'l 9%

Boeisl Cl&&Srooﬁﬁn!ooooat#nvooocntoowauotoqltoc B%

HOMOWOIrKsessosososesscerassasscnsnsesnoossssnee SF
=T 1 T -
Anthority or "The OfficeM ivesvvoncessscescrases OF
Specific 3chool requirementS.eccscceesscccassocs 7%
Non-athletic extra-class activitiesS.eeeeesesoes 6%
TardinessS.cussevesasssesscrcscvosssnssonsosanns 6F

Each of the following categories included responses

from less than 5 per cent of the pupils: school classes,
‘getting into trouble,' school clubs, clothes and dress,
llcompatition with others, insufficient time, girls,

| Trpia, 2. 200,

10

college 1ife, V, M, Houston and Marzoff report that the Student
?ersonnel Committee at Illinois State Normal University, in 1942,
inaugurated the use of the Mooney Problem Check List. Tabulation
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of the records disclosed that the average number of items consid-
ered as problems was 18.7 and the average number appraised as sepr~
ious was 5.8, No significant sex differences were evident. The
items which ranked highest in terms of frequency and seriousness .
indicated that the students were chiefly concerned about academie |
SucCess, personality improvement, and military service. An | |
eSpecially significant factor vhich vas discovered in the results
of this first administration of the Moohey Problem Check List
were that the areas from which the students selected the fewest
problems wérevin ‘Morals and Religion.'12 |

In‘Maréh, 1941, an investigation was conducted by Mr. Huéh .
S. Bonar among 1,229 pupils of the Public Schools in Manitowoc,
Wisconsin. The procedure of this study was to ask the studentﬁ
to 1ist in order the three problems about which they were the?
most eoncerned. Since this study was made without any previous
announcement it was telieved that a high degree of validity re-
sulted therefrom., With respect to the high school Juniors, it
was found that they were more concerned with preparations for
securing a job--as contradistincted from actually securing a job
and those which were second as major areas of concern. The third
post proninent grea had to do with problems which were encountered

8 students in school.l3

124, s, Bonar, "High School Pupils List Their Anxieties,®
Fchoo; Review 500: 512-15, September 1942,

13y, M, Houston and Marzolf, "Faculty Use of The Problem
Check List," Journal of Higher Education, XV, Jupe 19l
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Olive Y. Lewls conducted a study of problems which gre
predominant in the lives of high school students by having 701
students of the Franklin Junior High School, Valle jo, California
£111 in blanks which stated the pupil's school, age, and a listing
of any pefsanal problems or concerns that they had at that parti-
cular time, This particular inquiry was administered to 1,449
and of the 701 blanks returned, 339 were submitted by boys ranging
in age from 11 to 17, A breakdown of the problems which they |

cited were as followszlk

TYPE OF PROBLEM TOTAL PROBLEMS

SChOQIoinoaooico-toooonomi-u-otouu¢¢iocuccooo-ooa-.l?g
Hone Lireoiao‘0oooiototanto¢00¢o-'ﬂﬁcncoaauoo--oo-t 7"'
B0CiAlecvassssoscoosocsssnseresssscssssenssscnassseslld
Lelsureisscsesvesccoceseccnvessssenasesacnssnacoses 1
Futumunnn....u.uu.u..‘u....uu.nu.....u 77
MONeY aesssesnescsseosvesnsecsnssscosnncsesnscencnsses 52
Religion....«.n.....u.....a-...-....u.uu-......
HeBlthiesesesseesassvsononsoscscnsnosonsasassassnsns 76

No Ptoblems‘ﬁ"...l..."..-.DO'.O.Q..'.‘OC"...0..‘ 69

Percival M. Symonds structured a 1ist of fifteen areas of
individual concern and, in 1936, submitted to 373 boys and 439
girls from the Junior and senior high schools of Tulsa, Oklahoma
and 411 boys and 418 girls in the Grover Cleveland High School
of New York City in order that they might rank them in terms of

their personal appralsal of importance and of interest. The areas

1“0. Y. Lévis, "Problems of The Adolescent." California
Journal of Secondary Educations 2k: 215-221, April 1949,
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in question weres

l. Health-eating, exercise, etc.

2. Sex adjustment-love, petting, etc.

3. 8Bafety-avoiding accidents. .

4. Money-earning, spending, saving, etc.

9. “Mental hygiene-fears, worries, inhibitions, etc,
6. Study habits-skills used in study.

7. Recreation-sports and games, reading, etc,

8. Personsl and moral qualities.

9. ©Success and citizenship.
10. Manners and Courtesy-etiquette, ‘
11, Personal attractiveness-personsl appearance, voice, etc. |
12. Daily schedule, i
13. Civic interests, attitudes.
14, Getting along with other people.
15. Philosophy of life-personal values, ambitions, ideals,

religion.

A final tabulation of the rankings disclosed that:
Items ranked as of greatest importance as problems are
eney, Health, asnd P al Attractiveness. Items ranked
asio éeast importange as problems are ggjggﬁﬁents,
C e, and Civlie %?Eﬁﬁgéﬁﬁ* a udes, . respon-
s 1ties., Items rE%EEE ghest for interest are Recreation,
Heaiig, and gersgga; Attractiveness. o ,
tems ranked 1a¥est for ﬁ;fg;ég:iilfffiEQSeggd%ég,
Civic Interests t es, and responsib e and
Z§§u8§%en Se | ’ ’ - ’
ems ranked higher for importance as problems than for

interest are Study Habits, Dailly Schedule, and Money.
Items ranked higher for interest than for Importance as

groblems §Be Recreation, Sex AdJustments, and Manners and
ourtesy, ,

Another example that students themselves are aware of, and
actuelly seek assistance with, their personal problems is found in
a survey that was conducted with "over a thousand high school

senlors (699) and college students (378) covering ten counties in

lséymonds, P. M. '"Problems and Interests of Adolescents.,"
The School Review. 443 506~18, September 1936,
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the Diocese of Pittsurgh by Doctor Thomas J. Zuigles in which it
is reported that students want and need help

.++'"to me2t such peorsonal problems and they are not getting
it in high school. They are loath to discuss them with
teachers, but quite willing to do so with & priest where

one 1s aveilable in the school. There 1s some evidence thsat
they would talk with teachers, if the teachers could display
a greater interest In them. Apparently they expect psrents,
teachers, and priests to know that they have problems, and
to take the initial step toward any personal guidance. They
hesitate to open the discussion btut will gledly talk at
least to a priest, or their parents, if the sutject 1is
broached to th.em.16

From the foregolng we can readlly see that interest in the
problems of the young have been, and are of ever-increasing
concern to educators, psychologists, soclologists, and all those
who are in anyway connected with the tralning and/or assistance

of young people.

16T. J. Quigley (Doctor) "Ingulry into the Religious Knowledgs]

gnd Aztigudes of 052221%0 H&§h9§?§°g% g%?ls." Fducational Office




CHAPTER II
THE PRESENT STUDY

This investigetion was conducted with 900 boys and their
teach rs in the eleventh grade of three Catholic high schools
which are hereafter designated as School A, School B, and School C,
The materials used were the Mooney Problem Check List and an add-
itionel question which was devised by the suthor and included with
each booklet: "Do you feel that the possibility of being drafted
into militery service plays an important psrt in your most out-
standing problem?”

Two of the schools, nemely, A and B, are located on the
south side of Chlicego while the third is situated on the far north
side. Although all three schools are populated by boys whose
parents, for the most pert, have sufficient finances to afford a
private school education for their children, there is a divergency
of the economic strata of the three groups.

In School A the parents of the boys sre in the middle income
bracket, being employed, generally speaking, in non-professional
or labor positions. In School B the boys ere a group whose
parents might be regarded as being in the middle income group and
are engaged 1n professionsl and semi-nrofessional positions. The

15
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sons of professional persons who are largely in the upper-middle,
or in the high income brackets make up the student body of
school €7

With respect to the academic standards of the three schoolse=
entrance examinations are conducted at all three institutions
for incoming students. However, it is recognized that the degree
of difficulty of the three tests 1is commensurate with the author 8
estimate of the schools according to the economic situation of _
the families. This also holds true with regard to the individual
requirements of the three schools from the point of view of
academic grades. The requirements of School A are not as string-
ent as those of School B. Those of School B are not as high as
those of School C.

A final note of divargence among the three schools is found in
the particular emphasis that each places upon curriculum form-
ulation. School A has a predominance of technicel courses to
offer its students while School B concentrates largely upon
commercial and college preparatory courses and School C is entirely]
a college preparatory institution. It is the author's belief that
these foregoing factors will prove very significant when we look
to the data proper and compare the outstanding problems and

problem-area responses among the three schools.

17Information obtained by the author from interviews with
administrators of the respective schools,
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The Mooney Problem Check List, Form H, was presented to all
these students. It includes eleven problem areas comprising some
three hundred and thirty individual problems. In addition, the
booklet incorporated four essay questions:
1¢ "Do you feel that the items you have marked on the list
glve a well=-rounded picture of your problem?...add any-

thing further you may care to say to make the pieture
more complete.

2.‘;Haw vould you summerize your chief problems in your nwn
- words?...Write a brief summary. C

3. ‘Would you 1ike to have more chances in school to write
~outy think about, and discuss matters of personal
-concern to you?

4, If you had the chance, would you like to talk to someone
about some of the problems you have marked on the list?
+vsIf S0, do you have any particnlag person(s) in mind
with whom you would like to talk?"l

A fifth'question was devised by the suthor and included with

each booklet: "Do you feel that the possibility of being ~

drafted into military service plays an important part in your
most outstanding problem?”

The Mooney Problem Check List, Form H, was used in the study
because previous studies, as cited in the Manual, indicated that
ninety~thres per cent of the pupils who utilized the Check List
were of the opinion that it adegquately covered the immediate
problems, Furthermore, it seemed to be the best available instru-
ment for investigating the problems of boys at the highschool

level as they themselves see them., A further advantage lies in

18R. L. Mooney, "Problem Check List, High School Form,
Columbus, Ohios Bureau of Educational Research, Ohlo State Univer-
sity, 1941,
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the fact that we were not conducting a test as such, but rather
a survey of major problems and prdblém~aréas which are outstanding
for boys of this particular age and school level, Previous in-
vestigators have agreed in comménding it for facility of edminis-
tration. As noted in a study by Rauel L. Fick, the Mooney Problem
Check List embraces both values and limitations.

" 'seeall problems may not be coveredy frank responses

may not be madej it is difficult to phrase problems in ,

language meaningful to all; there 1is no wvay to determine the

intensity of a problem; problems of great intensity may be
onitted; only consciously felt problems will be exprﬁased,;

and these may be highlighted and others disregarded.<v g

On the other hand, Fick finds the following values:

‘Primary source data' would be revealed. If the instru-
ments were properly constructed and used, the results should
be both reliable and valid. If they are extensive enough
and sultadly presented, a full range of responses is possible,
Readily comparable results might be fcrthcgfing. Economy, in
tarms‘cr‘both time and money, is possible,

In conclusion, it was noted by Fick that the values of the
Problem Check List outweighed the limitations because the items
embrace & wide area., They are also sufficiently brief for rapid
reading end generalized to such a degree that the subject does not
feel as though he were disclosing too much by checking the item,
Ross L, Mooney provides us with information regarding the

validity and reliablility of his instrument in his manual for the

20R, L. Fick, "The Problem Check List: A Valuable Approach
in Counseling." 6ccugation§s 30, March, 1952. pp. 410-412.

2l1pid. p. Wil.
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1950 fevision of the Cheek List, Herein he calls attention to
the fact that this is not a test, therefore, the Check List cannbt
be Jjudged by any single factor such as "determining the extent to
which the predieted behavior patterns corresponded with actual:

behavior as judged by other criteria."22 Instead, he feels that _

its value lies in the following factors:

1';??esponsiveness...students check a wide range of number of
“1tems, ‘ : S

2. Constructive Attitude...in response to the essay questiony
tHave you enjoyed filling out the List?' 'Would you like
to have more chances 1in school to write out, think about,
and discuss matters of personal concern to you?'s 'If
you had the chance, would you like to talk to somegne
about some of the problems you have marked on the List?!
-«for vafous groups, usually over 85 per cent of those
‘responding have said 'Yes' to the first question and over
70 per cent of those responding have sald 'Yes' to each
of the last two questlions. . ‘

3. Coverage of Problems...In answer to the guestion: *Did
you feel that the items you have marked on the List give
a vell~rounded picture of your problems?'-~in a study
at Ohio State University 92 per cent of those who re-
sponded felt that the items gave a fairly complete pieture
of their problems.

4, Acceptance by Educators and Counselors...wWithout any
promotional effort, over a half of a million of the
various pre-~1950 Problem Check Lists have been used in a
gre:t variety of schools and colleges throughout the
nation,

5. Usefulness in researches...23

22R. L. Mooney and L. V, Gordon, Manual: The Mooney Problem
Check Lists. The Psychological Corporation, New York, %ew ork.

i955. Pe /o

231p14.
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On the subject of reliability of the Problem Check List,

Ross L. Mooney points out that it is difficult to apply the stand-
ard methods of ascertaining same, namely, the test-retest, split-
half, and Kuder-Richardson formulae because of the nature of some
of the 1tams in the 1list, for example, items such as "too tall®

and "too short" (which appear consecutively in the Health and
Physical Developmenx Area) cannot 1ogica11y be divided for a
split~half reliability appraisal,

Contrariwise, ‘Mooney does provide evidence for the reliabilﬁw
of the chwck List when he cites the findings of a study made by
Gordon with the Check List at Ohio State University in which they
Problem Check List was administered twice to 116 college students
and found to produce a correlation coefficient of +.93 when the
frequency with which each of the items was marked on the first
administration was correlated with the frequenecy with which each
of the same items was marked on the second administration.zk In
addition, four educational groups in which the Problem Check List
was repeated one to ten weeks after & first administration pro-
duced rank order correlations which extended from +.90 to +.98.25‘

Form H of the Mooney Problem Check List is comprised of three
hundred and thirty items which are divided into eleven areas of
thirty items each, It 13 true that some of the ltems are related

to two or more classifications; however, they are listed in only

241pi4, p. 9.
L ®5Ibid. p. 9,
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one counting scheme, The eleven problem areas arei
l. HPD Health and Physical Development.
2. FLC TFinance and Living Conditions.
3, SRA Sociszl and Recreational Activities.
4, CSM Courtship, Sex, and Marriage.
5. SPR Soclal, Psychologica Relations.
6. PPR Personal Psychological Relations.
7« MR Morals and Religion.
J« HF Home and Family.
9. FVE The Putures Vocational and Iducatlonal.
10, ASW AdJustment to School Work.
11, CTP 'Lurrianlum and Teaching Procedures.
The $tudents vere axamined in groups of regular class aiae.  :
The regular class peried of 45 minutes proved adequate for this
task, The author was introduced to the class by its teacher as
one whoiﬁas doing a study of the problems of boys of thﬂir'parti-ﬁf
cular age and clrcumstance. The boys were assured that they
were not;taking a test as such insofar as there were no Right
or ;Wrong answers and that they were not working for a score
of any kind. Rather, an attempt was being made to find out what
are the most outstanding problems for boys of theilr age and year ;
level in high school., The purpose for such a study was explained -
as being;that of making it possible for teachers, counselors, etc.
to do a more erfective‘job in assisting young people not only in
strictly academlic success, but also in adjusting to life in a more
effective manner. An appeal was made to the altruilstic sense of
the student by pointing this out and explaining that although they|
themselves might not realize much benefit from filling out the
booklet, they would enable us to draw up a picture of the most

outstanding problems of most boys at this particular age level.
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It was further pointed out that we hope to faclllitate the
most frank responses possible by having the students leave their
names off of the booklets and thus leave them unidentifiable. "
This would assure them of the greatest possible degree of privacyl
in return for their complete cooperation.

The introductory remarks were concluded with a commentary
that there was an incidental benefit to be derived from filling
out the\booklet, even anonymously, It would actually provide
a uniquékopportunity to appralse and decide upon problems whiéﬁ
might be pertinent for them and to reevaluate thelr relative
importance. This factor was attested to on more than one occasibn
during the course of the study by students who commentéd on it to

tha exam1nar and to their teachers.




CHAPTER III
PRESENTATION OF THE DATA

The_final resﬁltsyof‘this study are based upon the respongea 
of 785 third year high school students and 16 of their tannhsr§§, 
These represent a total of 397 students from eleven sections in
School A; a total of 208 students from six sections in School By |
and a total of 180 students from School C. |

These data included all students enrolled with the exception
of those absent from school on the day of the examination and so
shéuld be accurate expressions of these groups as a whole, How~
ever, it was possible to receive the cooperation of only sixteen
faculty members, representing thirty per cent of the total |
number, The thirty per cent from whom we did receive cooperation
produced pertinent materlal which 1s helpful even though this does
not seem to be an adequate sampling.

The data ylelded by the Check List from each of the three
schools, as well as the total data, were studied under the follow=-
ing headingst

I The total number underlined as existing problems,
Il The total number encircled as serious problems.
The total of 33,889 items were underlined, indicating the

23
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total number of problems experilenced by the 735 boys in all three
schools. The distribution i1s seen in the following table.

TABLE I
TOTALS OF UNDERLINED ITEMS

AREA  SCHOOL A SCHOOL B SCHOOL C TOTALS

PD 1106 618 468 2,195
FLE 1602 | 796 403 - 2,801
SHA 2068 92k 71k 3,706
cM 1601 738 655 2,994
SPR 1332 | 695 56k 2,591
PPR 1479 775 605 2,859
MR 1470 697 553 2,720
HF 1184 501 405 2,090
FVE 2132 999 72% 3,855
ABW 2724 1251 863 4,838
CTP 1926 802 515 3,243

TOTALS 18624 8,796 6,469 33,889

The problems which were encircled as being of especial con-
lcern to the students were distributed as shown in the following
table.
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TABLE II
TOTALS OF ENCIRCLED ITEMS

AREA SCHOOL A SCHOOL B SCHOOL C TOTALS

FPD 270 | 221 113 60k
FLE 329 241 87 657 .
SRA Llyly 291 198 933
CSM 459 285 285 1,029
SPR 277 235 172 68l
PPR 321 219 175 715
MR 304 197 192 693
HF 286 | 203 157 646
FVE 490 316 265 1,071
ASW 632 387 246 1,265
CTP 261 162 99 522
TOTALS 4,073 2,757 1,989 8,819

The data showed that emong the total population the greatest
number of problems existed in the following areass (1) adjustment
to school work (ASW); (2) future vocational-education (FVE); (3)
social and recreational activities (SRA); (4) curriculum and
téaching procedure (CTP); and (5) courtship, sex, and marriage
(C8M). The distribution is shown in the following table:
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TABLE 111
THE FIVE OUTSTANDING PROBLFM AREAS UNDERLINED
BY ALL THREE SCHOOLS

RANK AREA TOTAL PER CENT
1 ASW I, 965 14,30
2 FVE 3,922 11.30
3 SRA 3,773 10.87
L CTP 3,325 9.58
5 CSM 3,074 8.85

The highest frequency of 1ltems which were encircled as
serious problems by all three schovls is again seen in the areas
'adjustment to school wofk (ASW); the future vocational and educ-
ational (FVE); and social and recreational activities (SRA).
However, the areas of courtship, sex, and marriage (CSM) and
persogal*psychclogical relations (PPR) ranked as fourth and
fifth in frequency among problems regarded as serious. Though
social and recreational activities (SRA) renk fourth in serious

problems, it ranked third in the frequency of occurrence,
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TABLE IV
THE FIVE OUTSTANDING PROBLEM AREAS ENCIRCLED
BY ALL THREE SCHOOLS

B it e e ot e e

RANK AREA TOTAL PER CENT
1 ASW 1,302 14,40
2 FVE 1,083 11.97
3 cam 1,064 11.76
- SRA 99 10.49
5 PPR 732 7.11

In spite of the rather close agreement among the schools,
both in regard to the frequency (underlining) and seriousness
(eneireling) problems experienced, it may be of interest to
study the individual differences among the schools. In terms
of problems which were underlined, School A, with one exception,
showed the same pattern as did the group as a whole, The ex~
ception was a heavier mass of responses to finances, living con~- .
ditions and employment (FLE) than that of courtship, sex and
marriage (CSM).
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THE PIVE OUISTANDING PROBLEM AREAS UNDERLINED BY SCHOOL "A"

RANK AREA TOTAL PER CENT
1 ASW 2, 724 14.51
2 FVE 2,132 11.45
3 SRA 2,068 11.05
W CTP 1,926 10,34
5 FLE 1,602 8.60

The students of School B were in perfect harmony with

those of School A not only with respect to selection of the five

outstanding areas which were underlined, but slso in the manner

in vhich they ranked in order of importance.

TABLE VI

THE FIVE OUTSTANDING PROBLEM ARFEAS UNDERLINED BY SCHOOL "B"

RANK ARFA TOTAL PER CENT
1 ASW 1,251 14,22
2 FVE 999 11,36
3 SRA 92k 11.50
L CTP 802 9.12
5 FLE 796 9.05

It 1s interesting to note the second appearance of the area
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of the areas ad/ustment to school work (ASw), the future
vocational and educstional (FVE); and social and recreational
activities (3RA) are obviously sreas from whence the stuﬁents
selected problems as belng pertinent to their individual situe-
tions. 1t will bve interesting to note whether or not this is
further substantiated when we look to the results of those areas
which prevail in the numbers of items which were encircled as

being especially troublesome.

TABLE V11
THE F1VE QUTSTANDING PROBLYM AREAS UNDERLINED oY SCHOOL "C©

RANE AR% A TGTAL PTR CENT
1 ASW 663 15.31
2 FVE 724 11.19
3 SRA 71k 11.0%
L CSM 655 10.13
5 PPR 605 G.35

Next we turn to an appraisal of the problem sreas which
contained the largest number of problems which were underlined
by the faculty members of all three schools as those which
they felt the students would select. Again, since the number of
faculty members filling out thils cuestionneire is relatively small

their data will be handled as a group. We find an overwhelming
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number of responses in the area of adjustment to school work
(ASW). By the same token, there is a note of agreement between
the selections of the students and the faculty members with the
emergence of the area courtship, sex, and marriage (CS8M)~-which
also figured prominently with the students of Schools A and B,
A further element of agreement between the areas of highest
frequency of items whiech were underlined by both the students and |
the faculty members is seen in the selection of the area curricu-
lum snd ‘téaching procedure (CTP) by the former and the students
of Schoolwl. On the other hand, the areas of social-psychological
relations (SPR) and home and family (HF) make their appearance
for the first time,

TABLE VIII
THE FIVE OUTSTAKbING AREAS UNDERLINED BY FACULTY
MEMBERS OF ALL THREE SCHOOLS

RANK AREA TOTAL PER CENT
1l ASW 127 15.38
3 SPR 82 9.93
3 HF 82 9.93
3 cTP 82 9.93
5 CsM 80 9.69

Thus, we have a fairly comprehensive picture of the five

outstanding problem areas which were evolved from a compilation
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of individual problem items which had been underlined. Subsequent-
ly, we take under consideration the five outstanding problem areas
which predominated following a summation of those problem items
which were encirecled as being of the most important concern to

the student in each school.

Upon looking to School A we are acquainted with the fact

that the areas of adjustment to school work (ASW), the future
vocationallggd educational (FVE); and social and recreational
activities’(SRA) and courtship, sex and marriage (CSM) prevaii. ‘
And in so doing, they colncide with the results cited in Table IX.
(outstanding Problem Areas Underlined by All Three Schools).
However, an éépect of divergence is seen when these results are
compared with Table V (Qutstanding Problem Areas Underlined by
School A) wherein CTP was ranking in the place of CSM.

TABLE IX
THE FIVE QUTSTANDING PROBLIM ARFPAS ENCIRCLYD

BY SCHOOL A
RARK AREA TOTAL PER CENT
1 ASW 632 15.05
2 FVE 490 12.03
3 CsM 459 11.03
4 SRA Ldgly 10.09
5 FLE 329 8.08

e e ot e e e L P R R e .
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Duplication af the resultant outstanding areas with encircled
problems is forthcoming in the case of School B also. Conse-
quently,’there is manifested a similar relationship to the latter
mentioned tables. However, in this 1nsianae, the rankings of
social and recreational activities (SRY and courtship, sex, and

marriage (CSM) are transposed.

TABLE X
THE FIVE OUTSTANDING PROBLEM AREAS ENCIRCLED
BY SCHOOL B
 RANK AREA TOTAL PER CENT
1 ASW 387 14,0k
2 FVE 316 11,46
3 SRA 291 10.56
! cau 285 10,34
5 FLE 241 8.15

Although it is evident that the four areas of adjustment to
school work (ASW); the future vocational and educational (FVE)j
soclal and recreational activities (SRA); and courtship, sex,
and marriage (CSM) are once again predominant, with respect to
School C, there is also to be seen, for the first time, the indic~-
ation of morals and religion (MR) as an outstanding area of

concern. By the same token, 1t should be observed that the rank-
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ings of the four cited areas differ from those of the other two

schools.
» TABLE XI
;TEE:FIVE OUTSTANDING PROBLEM AREAS ENCIRCLED
o BY SCHOOL C
aanx;;;ff' AREA TOTAL PER CENT’gE

1 cSM - 285 14,83
2 FVE 265 13.32
3 ASW , 246 12,37
Y SRA 198 994
5 MR 192 9.85

In the results obtained from booklets turned in by faculty

embers there was evidenced a predominance of adjustment to school
tork (ASW) and ceurtship, sex, and marriage (CSM) as areas which
they felt would be of concern to the students. Contrarivise,
there were}revealed the areas of sécial~psychological relations
(SPR), home and family (HF) and curriculum and teaching procedure
(CTP) as the other three areas which would seem to complete this

Espect of the study. A conjecture may be hazarded in attempting
0 explain the divergence between the students' and faculty members|

espective points of view as stemming from the tendency, on the
-
art of the educators, to concern themselves with he causgziva

I

actors of the students' problems rather than with the problems as W
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such., This factor has been previously encountered.

TABLE XII
THE FIVE QUTSTANDING PROBLEM AREAS ENCIRCLED BY
THE FACULTY MEMBERS OF ALL THREL SCHOQLS

RANK AREA TOT AL PER CENT
1 ASW 37 16.k%
2 can 35 . 15.56
3 : SPR 28 12,44
4,5 HF 2 10.67
4,5 CcTP 24 10,67

By way of summarizing this aspect of the results we find
that all concerned ranked adjustment to school work (ASW) and
courtship, sex and marriage (CSM) as areas of special concern to
the students. At the same time, it is evident that, from the
students' point of view, the areas of adjustment to school work
(ASW) and courtship, sex and marriage (CSM) and the future voca-
tional and educational (FVE) and social and recreational activitieq
(SRA) are predominant with regard to containing problems which are
of the most significant import.

Even more important is the fact that these results bear out
those which we have already studied with regard to problems which

were underlined and, in turn, gave rise to the most outstanding

problem areas. Thus, substantially, the area which faculty
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[pembers regarded as most serious was adjustment to school work
(ASW) which ranked first. However, they ranked the area of court-
ship, sex, and marriage (CSM) fifth whereas students ranked it sec-
jond among serlous problems. Faculty members agreed with the
students in ranking social~psychological relations third. Faculty
jrembers placed problems of home and family life third among the
seriousyyroblems of their students, while the students thﬁmselves
[placed these problems in eighth place.

At this juncture, we can proceed to look at the specific
problems which were selected most frequently by the students and
faculty members participating in this study. Once again, we | |
shall follow the procedure of progressing from the general to the

articular in considering first the twenty most outstanding
Eroblems which were selected by all three schools. Thereafter, we
shall present the outstanding problems which were underlined by
School Aj; School Bj School C; etec. The final treatment of this
fportion of the study will be concerned with the outstanding
twenty problems which were enclrcled by all three schools.
It 1s of particular significance to discern that the twenty
outstanding problems underlined by students in all three schools,
for the most part, correspond to the outstanding areas which were
heretofore indicated as sources of outstending problems. Conse-
quently, we find that nine of the outstanding problems are peculian
to the adjustment to school work (ASW) area. The gquantitative

appraisal of the remalning problems in this consideration and the
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areas to which they belong are: three in the future vocational and
educational (FVE) area; two in the morals and religion (MR) area;
two in the personal-psychological relations (PPR) area; two in the
social and recreational activities (SRA) area; one in the social-
psychological relations (SPR) areaj and one in the health and
physical development (HPD) area.

The following table shows the specific twventy problems which
were underlined most frequently by the students of all three |
schools. 'They are arranged according to their rank, the particulér
items, the areas to which they belong, the total number of respon-
ses, and the per cent that they represented in terms of tpa
overall total number of responses. Nine of the twenty items were

selected from the area of adjustment to school work (ASW).




TABLE XIII

THE SPECIFIC TWENTY PROBLEMS MOST FREQUENTLY

UNDERLINED BY ALL THRFE SCHOOLS
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RARK ITEM AREA TOTAL PER CENT
1 Noﬁ spending enough time in study ASW 378 48.00
2 Wanting to learn to dance SRA 340 43,31
3 Worrying about grades ASW 336 ko.82
b Worrying about exanms ASW 332 42,28
5 Concerned about military service FVE 298 37.96
6 Not interested in some subjects ASW 295 37.58
7.5 Worrying PPR 290 36.9%
7.5 Having a certain habit MR 290 36,94
9 Trouble keeping conversation going SRA 264 33.63
10 Cannot keep mind on subjects ASW 260 33.12
11 Do not like to study ASwW 254 32.36
12 Wanting advice on what to do after

high school FVE 252 32.10
13 Trouble with hearing HPD 249 31.73
14+ Trouble with maﬁhematics ASW 248 31.59
15 Wanting to be more popular SPR 247 31.47
16 Needing to decide on occupation FVE 24y 31.08
17 Too many personal problems PPR 243 28.15
18 Afraid of feiling in school work ASW W2 30.84%
19 Being unable to break bad habit MR 234 29.81
20 Swearing, dirty stories MR 233 - 28.41
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Turning next to an aralysis of the twenty outstanding problemg
that were underlined by School A it will be noted that there is
almost a precise duplication of the preceding results insofar as
nine of the problems were from the adjustment to school work (ASW)!
area whilé two were from the social and recreational activities,{f
(SRA) afe§, faur from the future vocational and educational (FVE);
tvo froq‘§h§ morals and religion (MR) area, one from the perSonai—
psycholdgicél relations (PPR) area, and two from the social- o
psychbldéiéal relations (SPR) area, respectively. In this in-
stance, however, we note, in this aspect of the study, the tfirstw
appearanée,of problems from the curriculum and teaching procedure
(CTP) ares, whereas none of the outstanding twenty underlined
problems were selected from the soclal=-psychological relations
(SPR) and health and physical development (HPD) areas. Of added
interest 1s the study of specific problems below which indicate
that the following problem numbers: 231, 50, 269, 320, 253, and
211. On the other hend, problem number 211 was selected in common
with School B and School C while problem number 206 was also
outstanding at School B; number 26¢ at School Cj; 254 at School Aj
(96 at School B; and ﬁumber 30 also at School B,




TABLE XIV

THE SPECIFIC TWINTY PROBLIMS MCOS
UNDERLINED BY SCHOOL

PREGUINTLY
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RANK ITEM ARTA  TOTAL PER CENT
1 wanting to learn how to dance SRA 206 51.80
2 Hot spending enough time in study ASW 190 47.33
3 Worrying about exams ASW 183 46,10
L Worrying about grades ASW 181 45,59
5 Not interested in some subjects ASW 161 40.55
6 Concerned about military service FVE 158 39,80
7 Having certain habits MR 149 37.56
8 Afraid of failing in school work ASW 148 37.25
9 Trouble in keeping converssastion

going SRA 145 36.52
10 Just can't get some subjects ASW 141 3v.52
11 Can't keep mind on studies ASW 134 33.76
12 Wanting advice on what to do '
after high school FVE 133 33.41
13 Deciding whether or not to go
to college FVL 127 31.99
14.5 Trouble with mathematics ASW 126 31.74%
14,5 Don't like to study ASW 126 31.7%
16.5 Being unadble to break a bad habit MR 119 29.97
16.5 Not enough school spirit CTP 119 29.97
18 Needing to decide on an occupation FVE 118 29,72
19.5 Wworrying PPR 117 29.47
L19.5 Too much work reauired in seme subdect CIP 117 29,47 |
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At School B the twenty outstanding underlined problems were
selected from eight of the eleven areas: five from the adjustment
to school work (ASW) area; five from the future vocational and
educational (FVE) area; two from the social and recreational
activities (SRA) area; two from the curriculum and teaching pro-
cedure (CTP) areaj two from the morals and religion (MR) areaj
one from_tha'personal—psychological relations (PPR) area. Despite
the wider scope of areas from which the problems were selected,v
there is evidenced a definite agreement of problem areas with the 
other schools. As for particular problems it is seen that numhers,
50,269, 231, 320, 253, end 211 are common to all three schools
while 270 is common with School Aj; number 158 with School 45 .
number 45 with School Ay number 96 with School Aj; number 206 with
School Aj; number 211 with School Aj number 208 with School Cj
number 254 with School A; and number 43 with School C.
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TABLE XV

THE SPECIFIC TwUNTY PROBLEMS MGST FREQUENTLY
UNDERLINED BY SCHOCL B :

RANK ITEM AREA TOTAL PERCENT
1 Not spending enough time in study ASW - 98 47.11
2 Worrying about exams ASW 9% 24,68
3 Not interested in some subjects A3W 80 38.50
L Worrying about grades AW 77 37.02
5.5 Worrying PPR 76 36.53
5.5 Wanting to learn how to dance SRA 76 36.53
7 Concerned about military service CIP 7% 36.05
9 Not being allowed to use family car SRA 74 35.57
9 Having a certain habit MR 74 35.57
9 Made to take subject I don't like CTP 74 35.57

11 Wanting advice on what to do after

high school FVE 73 34,62
12.5 Needing to decide on occupation FVE 71 34,13
12.5 Deciding whether or not to go to

college FVE 71 34,13
14 Not getting enough sleep HPD 68 32.69
15 Trouble with mathematics ASW 67 32.21
17 Needing to decide on particular collegeFVE 66 31.73
17 Being unable to break bad habit MR 66 31.73
17 wWa nting to be more popular SPR 66 31.73
19.5 Needing to know vocational abilities FVE 65 31.63
19.5 Wanting more pleasing personality SPR 65 31.63
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The outstanding underlined problems that ranked highest at
School C included six problems from the adjustment to school work
(ASW) area; five from the future vocational and educational (FVE)
area; three from the social-psychological relations (SPR) areaj
three from the courtship, sex, and marriage (CSM) area; two from
the morals and religion (MR) areaj; and one from the social and
recreational activities (SRA) area. Specific items of agreement
ai-e found 1n the fact that problems fifty (not spending enough
time in study); 269 (worrying about grades); 320 (coancerned about
military service); 253 (having a certain habit); 231 (wanting to
learn how to dance); and 158 (not interested in some subjectsi
are common to all three schools. Additional elements of agreement
are discernible in problems 211 (trouble with mathematics) and
270 (vworrying about examinations) which were outstanding at School
A and School B; problems 159 (can't keep my mind on my studies) and
266 (don't 1like to study) which were also prominent at School Aj
and problem 43 (Needing to know my vocationsl ebilities) which was

also of importance at School B.
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TABLE XVI

THY SPTECIFIC TWENTY PROBLEMS MOST ERJWL”NTLY
UNDERLINED BY SCHOOL C

RANK ITEM AREA TOTAL PER CENT
1 DNot spending enough time in studies ASW 83 46.11
2 Worrying about grades ASW 71 38.1k4
3 Needing to declide upon a particular

college ASW 70 38.89
4 Concerned about military service FVE 61 33.89
Wanting to be more popular SPR 60 33.34
Can't keep my mind on studies ASW 59 32.79
6.5 Needing to know my vocational studies FVE 5G 32479
8 Having a certain habit MR 58 32.22
9 Don't like to study ASW 56 31.11
10 Needing to decide on an occupation FVE 5% 30.56
11 wanting to learn how to dance - SRA 5% 30.00
12.5 Too few dates ceM 52 28.89
12.5 Trouble with mathematics SPR 52 28.89
16 Worrying sbout examinations ASW 49 27.22
16 Giving in to temptations iR 49 27.22
16 Worrying how to impress people SPR 49 27.22
16 Finding it hard to control sex urges CSM 49 27.22
18 Not interested in some subjects ASW L8 26.67
18 Needing to know more about colleges FVE 48 26.67
18 wondering if I will find a suitable

mate CsM 48 26.67

S A




Lly

In looking to the twenty outstanding problems which were
underlined by the faculty members, we note that there were three
which were also selected by all three schools and one problem
apiece which was outstanding also for the students of School A o
and School B, respectively. Further, it is evident that adjust-
ment to School work once again predominates with eight of the
twenty pfeblems. The other six areas from whence the problems
were praébhinantly selected were: curriculum and teaching proced-
ure (CTP), with five problems; the future vocational and educatim-
al (FVE), with three problems; and social and recreational act-
ivities, (8RA), home and family (HF), finances, living conditions,
and employment (FLE), and social-psychological relations (SPR)
one aplece, The particular problems in question are: with all
three schools=~number 50 (not spending enough time in study),
159 (can't keep my mind on my studies), and 269 (worrying about
grades). In addition, the singular problems which were common to
the faculty members and the two previously cited high schools ares
266 (don't like to study) and 54 (made to teke subjects I don't
like).




TABLE XVII

THE SPECIFIC TWENTY PROBLEMS MOST FREQUENTLY
UNDERLINED BY FACULTY MEMBERS

45

RANK ITEM AREA

TOTAL PER CENT
1 Don't like to study ASW 131 81,25
2 Parents do not understand me HF 91 56.25
6 Not liking school ASW 81 50.00
6 Duhft,know how to study effectively  ASW 81 50.00
6 Getthng low grades ASW 81 50 .00 “
6 Re#tless to get out of school for job FVE 81 50,00.} 
6 Can't see that school work is doing it
me any good FVE 81 50.00
Being 111 at ease at social affairs SRA 81 50,00
Too 1little money for recreation FLE 81 50.00
14 Not spending enough time in studies  ASW 7 43,75
1k Afiaid to speak up in class discuss- |
ions ASW 7 43.75
14 Can't keep my mind on studies ASW 7 43.75
14 Subjects not related to everyday life CTP 7 43,75
14  School is too strict CTP 7 43.75
14 Classes are too dull CTP 7 43.75
1% Worrying about grades ASW 7 43,75
14 Not knowing what I really want FVE 7 43,75
1% Being made fun of SPR 7 43.75
19.5 Mde to take subjects I don't like CTP 6 37.50
19.5 Restless in class CTP 6

37.50
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Turning to a consideration of the twenty most outstanding
problems which were circled as serious by all three schools we
find the adjustment to school work (ASW) area produced seven
problems; the future vocational and educational (FVE) area--three
problems; the soclal and recreational activities (SRA) area--
three problems; the social-psychological relations (SPR) area~-~-
two problems; the courtship, sex and marriage (CSM) area--two
problems; the morals and religion (MR) area gave rise to one

problem,
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TABLE XVIII

THE SPECIFIC TWENTY PROBLTMS MOST OFTEN
ENCIKCLED BY ALL THREE SCHOOLS

RANX ITEM ARTA TOTAL PER CENT
1 Worrying about grades A3W 125 15.90
2 Concerned about military service FVE 122 15.54
3 Not spending enough time in study ASw 118 15.03
4 Worrying PPR 97 12.36.
5.5 Not being able to use the family car SRA 95 12.10
5.5 Afraid of failing in school work ASW 95 12,10
7.5 Being unable to break a certain habit MR 92 11.72
7.5 Worrying about examinations ASW 92 11.72
g Wanting to learn how to da nce SRA 90 11.47

10 Finding it hard to control sex urges CSM 88 1l1.21
11 Having a certain bad habit MR 87 11.08
12 Needing to decide on an occupation FVE 86 10.96
13 Getting low grades A3W 85 10.80
14 Need to know my vocational abilities FVE 83 10.57
15.5 wanting a more plessing personality SPR 79 10.06
15.5 Trouble with mathematics ASW 79 10.06
17 Trouble keeping a conversation going SRA 78 .94
18 Can't keep my mind on my studies ASW 76 9.68
19.5 Too few dates CSM 74 9.43
19.5 Wanting to be more popular SPR 74 9.43




TABLE XIX

THE SPECIFIC TWENTY PROBLFMS MOST OFTEN
ENCIRCLTD BY SCHOQL A
e e ———

RANK ITEM AREA  TOTAL PER CENT
1 VWorrying about grades ASW 64 16.12
2 Wanting to learn how to dance SRA 58 14,61
3 Concerned about military service FVE 59 13,86
4 Afraid of failing in school work ASW 50 12.60
5 Not spending enough time in study ASW 49 12,34
6.5 Worrying about examinations ASW 48 12,09
6.5 Getting low grades ASW 48  12.09
8 Trouble keeping a conversation going SRA 43 10.83
9 Not being allowed to use family car SRA 39 9.82

10  Worrying . PPR 38 9.57
11  Being unable to bresk a certain habit MR 37 9.32
12 Having trouble with a certain habit MR 36 9.07
13.5 Trouble with mathematics ASW 35 8.82
13.5 wWorrying PPR 35 8.82
15 Poor complexion or skin trouble HPD 34 - 8.56
16.2 Just can't get some subjects ASW 33 8.31
16.2 Wanting advice on what to do after

high school FVE 33 8.31
16.2 Awkward in making a date CSM 33 8.31
16.2 Too few dates CSM 33 8.31

16.2 Can't keep my mind on my studies ASW 33 8.31
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In proceeding with our appraisal of the findings regarding
the twenty circled problems which evoked the largest number of
responses from the students at School B, we find that the areas
from which they were selected were as follows: future vocational
and educational (FVE)--six problems; adjustment to school work
(ASW)»—five problems; social and recreational activities (SRA)
--two problems; personal-psychological relations (PPR)--two prob-
lems; health and physical development (IPD)--two problemsy and
social-ps&chologica} relations (SPR), and morals and religion
(MR)-~one problem apiece., We have already noted, in a foregoing
analysis of the twenty most encircled problems for School A, the
many 1ndividual problems which were seledted by students of both
schools. Consequently, to reiterate them here would only be
needless repetition.,
On the other hand, the following problems were found to be
shared in this category by Schools B and C:
| "Wanting a more pleasing personality" (Lower in rank for
School C).
"Needing to decide on an occupation” (Higher in rank for
School C).
"Needing to know my vocational abilities" (Higher in rank
for School C).




TABLE XX

THE SPRCIFIC TWENTY PROBLIMS MOST OFTEN

ENCIRCLED BY SCHOOL B

50

RANK ITEM AREA  TOQTAL PER CENT
1 Worrying PPR 39 18.15
2.5 Not being able to use the family car SRA 36 17.31
2.5 Not spending enough time in study ASW 36 17.31
4,5 Wbrrying about grades | ASW 35 16,83
4.5 Worrying about examinations ASW 35 16,83
6 Affaid of failing in school work ASW 3k 16.34
7.5 Being unable to break a certain habit MR 32 15.38
7.5 Concerned about military service FVE 32 15;38
9 Wanting a more pleasing personality SPR 31 14,90

10 Afraid I won't be admitted to college FVE 30‘ 1h.42
11.5 Deeiding whether or not to go to

college FVE 38 13.46
11.5 Trouble with mathematies ASW 28 13.46
13.5 Poor complexion or skin trouble HPD 27 12.97
13.5 Needing to decide on an occupation FVE 27 12.97
15.5 Needing to know my vocetional

abilities FVE 26 12.50
15.5 Wanting advice on what to do after

high school FVE 26 12.50
17.5 Being underweight HPD 25 11.10
17.5 Having a certain habit MR 25 11,10
19 PPR 24 10,54

20

Losing my temper
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The twenty outstanding problems that produced the largest
number of responses from the students of School C were drawn from
the following areas: the future vocational and educational (FVE)we
with four problems; social-psychological relations (SPR)--with
three problems; adJjustment to school work (ASW)--with four prob-
lems; morals and religion (MR)--with three problems; courtship,
sex and marfiage (CSM)=-with the two problems; social and recrﬁaté
ional activities (SRA)=~with two problems; and curriculum and
teaching practice (CTP) and personal-psychological relations
(PPR)=-~with oneapiece, |

With regard to the relationship which the individual cireled
problem. items bear to those of the other two schools we £ind that
this aspect of the study has been previously enccmpassed in

analyzing the results from the other two schools.
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TABLY XXI
THE SPECIFIC TWENTY PROBLFMS MOST OFTE
ENCIRCLED BY SCHOOL C

RANK ITEM AREA TOTAL PFER CENT

1 Needing to know vocational abilities FVE 33 18.33
2 Concern about military service FVE 32 17.78
3 Not spending enough time in study ASW 31 17.22
4 Needing to decide on an occupation FVE 27 15.00
5.5 Finding it hard to control sex urges CSM 26 1, 4l
5.5 Having a certain bad habit MR 26 1ty
7 Wanting to be more popular SPR 25 13421
9 Too many poor teachers CTP 24 12.12
9 Worrying about grades ASW 2k 12.12
9 Giving in to temptations MR 24 12.12
11.5 Don't like to study ASW 22 12.22

11.5 Being unable to break a certain hablt MR 22 12.22
13 Needing to decide on a particular

college FVE 21 11.78
16 Can't keep my mind on my studies ASW 19 10.56
16 Worrying PPR 19 10.56

16 Wanting s more pleasing personality  SPR 19 10.56
16 Not being allowed to use family car SRA 19 10.56
16 Too little social life SRA 19 10.56
19.5 Girl friend CSM 17 9.l
19.5 Feeling inferior SPR 17 PR
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A two-fold element of particular significance emerges when
we look to the twenty encircled problems which were selected by
the faculty members of all three schools., Herein, there is
noted the predominance of areas courtship, sex and marrlage (CSM)
~-with five problems; personal-psychological relations (PPR)--
with three problems; soclal-psychologlcal relstions (SPR)~~with
three prqblems; and home and family (HF)e-with three problems
over those of adjustment to school work and the future vocational
and educational (FVE) with one problem each in contrast to the
overall students' selection of adjustment to school work (ASW)»-
with sevén problems; the future vocationsl and educational (FVE)
~»with three problems; soclal and recreational activities (SRA)~-
with three problems, etc, Of even greater significance is the
disclcsute thet the teachers did not select any of the majority
of twenty outsténding encircled problems as evidenced by the
students' responses. The only exceptions to this were the follow-
ing problems which were outstanding for only one other school,
namely, School Ct

"Don't like to study" (Ranked lower at School C)

"Finding 1t hard to control sex urges".

"Wanting to be more popular".

#Girl friend® (Ranked lower at School C),
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TABLE XXII

THE SPRECIFIC TWENTY PROBLEMS MOST OFTEN
ENCIRCLED BY FACULTY MEMBERS

RANK ITEM AREA  TOTAL PER CERT

1 Don't like to study ASW 7 80.00
2 Thinking too much about sex matters CSM 5 .. 31425
§ Finding it hard to control sex urges CSM L 25.00
5 Being 111 at easé at social affalrs SRA L 25.00
5 Worrying how I impress people SPR L 25.00
5 Wanting to be more popular SPR L 25.00
5  Not living up to my ideal MR " 25,00
-5 Parents not understanding me HF L 25.00
1k Lacking skill in sports and games SRA 3 18.79
1%  Awkward in maeking a date CSM 3 18.75
14  Girl friend CSM 3 18.75
1% Being in love CSM 3 18.7%
1% Being made fun of SPR 3 18,79
1% Daydreaming PPR 3 18.7%
1% Not taking some things seriously
enough PPR 3 18,75
14+ Too easily discouraged PPR 3 18.75
14 Confused on some moral question MR 3. 18.7%
1% Parents expecting too much HF 3 18.75
14 Wanting love and affection HF 3 18.75%

14 Can't see that school work is doing
any good FVE 3 18.75
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By way of clarification, it should be pointed out that the
second essay question: "How would you summarize your chief prob-
lems in your own words? Write a brief summary." is not being
considered in this study since it is designed for an individual
situation whereas our objective has been that of aseertsining
the most outstanding problems for the largest number of boys.
However, it vas evident that the summaries generally bore out
the individusl's selection of problems in the Check List proper
wvhich he had encircled as problems of the greatest concern for
him,

In responding to the third essay question: "Would you like td
have more chances in school to write out, think about, and discusd

matters of personal concern to you?" we have especially interest=-

ing results. 1In Schools A and B, the students were overwhelmingl
in favor of having more chances to investigate matters of personaj
concern, whereas both the students and faculty members in School
almost equally were divided on the subject. The explanation of
this situation, we believe, is found in the results of the fourth
essay question: "If you had the chance, would you like to talk

to someone about some of the problems you have marked on the listﬂ
If so, do you have any particular persons in mind with whom you
would 1ike to talk?" The persons preferred by the students in
School C in the second and third rankings were teachers and
priests at school. The significant percentages of students in

this particular school who indicated these persons as individuals
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with whom they preferred to discuss their problems also were
prominent in the inclusion of the student counselor in this
category. Thus, it would seem that their highly negative response
toessay question number three arose from the fact that an apprec-
iable number of the students felt that the school is providing
a generally adequate prograﬁ in thils regard.

The remainder of this chapter is devoted to setting forth
the total responses which were made by the students and faculty
members to the essay question portion of the Mooney Problem
Check List booklet. In so doing, we shall adhere to the following
format: each school will be presented in terms of the total number
of booklets that were filled outj the total number that answered
in the affirmative and in the negative (with respective percentaged
and those who didn't reply at all (with respective percentages);
and the grand totals of all three schools combined. The final
results of tabulsting the responses to this question conclusively
demonstrate that, for this particular group of subjects, the

Check List was certainly an adequate one.
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TABLL XXIII
IN ANSWIR TO THE QUESTION: "DO YOU FLEL THAT THE ITEMS
YOU HAVE MARKED ON THF LIST GIVE A WRIL ROUNDED
PICTURE OF YOUR PROBLEMS?"

ot 7o ot AN 0t et sy < s

STUDENTS . : :
SCHOOL EXAMINED YES PER CENT NO PER CENT

NO . -
REPLY PER CEN?

397 347 88.97 30  7.69 20 3.3k

208 196 94,23 72 5.77 o) 0
180 ﬁ 152 Bl Lty 22 12.22 6 334
SOTALS 785 695 64 26
TABLE XXIV

IN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION: "WOULD YOU LIKE TQO HAVE
MORF. CHANCES IN SCHOOL TO WRITE OUT, THINK ABOUT,
AND DISCUSS MATTERS OF PTRSONAL CONCERN TO YOUR™

scHooL STUDENIS = ypg ppp ceNt  No PER cENT _ MO prR CENT

ANSWERING REPLY
397 232 58,43 117 29.47 48 12.10
208 134 6l 42 62 29.86 12 6.72
180 87 48,33 81 45,00 12 6.67

GRAND
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The fourth essay question 1is divided into two parts: "If
you had the chance, would you like to talk to someone about some
of the problems you have marked on the 1list?" and "If so, do you
have any particular persons) in mind with whom you would like to
talk?" Subsequently, Table XXV 1s eorrespondingly divided into
Parts A and B to illustrate respectively the responses and the
cholces of person(s) with whom the students would like to talk,
TABLE XXV - PART A
IN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION: "IF YOU HAD THE CHANCE,
WOULD YOU LIKE TO TALK TO SOMEONE ABOUT SOME OF
THE PROBLEMS YOU HAVE MARKED ON THE LISTe==!

ScHoOL ARCRTNTSc YES PER CENT  NO PER CENT g Oy PER CENT
397 265 66,75 8y  21.31 L8  11.9%
208 158 75,96 L3 20.67 7 3.37
180 123 68.33 45 24,10 12 7457

SothLs 785 546 68.39 172  21.79 67  9.82
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TABLE XXV - PART B

IN ANOWER TO THRE QUESTION: "IF 50, DO YOU HAVE ANY
PARTICULAR PURSON(S) IN MIND WITH wHOM
YOU wOULD LIKE TO TALK?"

RANK PERSON SCHQOL SCHgOL SCHQOL TOTAL PER CENT|
1 Priest in parish 11 L7 11 69  15.03
2 Teacher 28 13 1h 55 11.98
3 Priest at school 33 7 11 51 11.11
L Mother and father 21 10 9 40 8.71
g Qualified person 12 12 15 39 8.50
6.5 Student counselor 3 1 33 37 8.06
6.5 None in mind 7 15 15 37 8.06
8 Friend (male) 17 13 5 35  7.63
90’5 Pather 9 7 11 17 , 3&70
9,5 Anyone (unnamed) 9 2 6 17 3.70

11 Friend (female) 5 7 0 1z 2.61

12 Mother 5 2 3 10 2.18

13 Someone with same problem 8 0 0 8 1.7%

1k Brother 2 0 L 6 1.33

15 Facilities adequate 0 0 5 5 1.09

16 Cousin 3 1 0 L .87

18.5 God 1 1 1 3 .65

18.5 Sister 3 0 0 3 .65

18.5 Uncle 2 1 0 3 .65

21,5 Psychiatric services 0 0 2 2 oltle

21.5 Sacrament of penance 0 0 2 2 ol

21.5 Brother-in-law 1 1 0 2 o

23 un 8 & g iﬁ 22
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The results of the fifth essay questions "Do you feel that
the possibility of being drafted into military service plays an

important part in your most outstanding problem?'" which was form-

ulated by the author, indicated that there is sufficient grounds
for Jjudging that the affirmative is somewhat predominant. It

must be granﬁed that the percentages involved were only somewhat

more than fifty per cent., However, in themselves they establishj~;

the fact that the draft is an important factor in the lives of

boys who are only in third year high school. This would seem*to, 

be borne auf”by the reasons that are given as explanations of :
the manner in vhich the draft affected, or played an important
role, in their problems, namely, 22.5 per cent of all boys who
filled out the booklet felt that military service would 1ntérfere
with future schooling and, more specifically, the attendance at
at college.

On the other hand, once agaln we find that School C does not
follow the general pattern of responses and, instead unanimously
responds that the draft does not have a bearing upon their most
outstanding problem., Could it be that the evidently adequate
counseling service at the institution has prepared the boys to
consider the draft in a much more positive fashion than at the
other two schools?

In this regard the responses of the faculty members were too
scattered for an accurate picture, but it was found that they

replied in the following ways. In School A, eight of the faculty
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members felt that the draft has a definite bearing on the students'|
most outstanding problems and added comments such as: "It would be
for the bright pupildy ™rovides for educational and future
uncertaintieggﬁnakes them non-caring in studies."

The responses by the faculty members of School B were evenly
distributéd pbsitively and negatively--those who felt that the
draft was ofvimportance gave explanations of: "Interferes with
desire for freedom"; "Many use it as an excuse for not solving
problems;ﬁ

At Schodl C the faculty members were unanimous in stating
that, in thair‘opinion, the draft posed an important element in
the boys' outstanding problems since it engendered a "Don't care
attitude.®

Table XXVI is divided into Parts A and B, Part A illustrates
the freQuency of the responses by 8ll of the students to the
questiont "Do you feel that the possibility of being drafted into
military service plays an important part in your most outstanding
problem?¥ Part B presents the particular reasons for the studentsy

feeling that the draft has a bearing in their problems,
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TABLT XXVI - PART 4
IN ANSWER TC THT QUESTION: "DOC YOU FEIL THAT THU POSCIBILITY
OF BYING DRAFTTD INTO MILITARY STRVICT PLAYS AN IMPORTANT
PART IN YOUR MOST OUTSTANDING PROBLEM?"

‘ STUDTNTS  ©o.. orone O .
A 397 203 51.13 169 42,57 25 6.30
B 208 115 55.29 92  Wh4,23 1 A48
180 74 h1,11 102 56.67 L 2.22
GRAND 785 392 363 30

TOTALS
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TABLL XXVI - PART B

RTAGCNS WHY FUTUR. MILITARY 5:RVICL Had a DLANLING
ON THE" STUDENTS' CUTSTANDING PROBLUMS

5CHOOL  SCHOOL  SCHOOL

RANE RIUCASOR A 3 C TCTal PR CERNT
1 Interferes with future
schooling, specifically )
college 7k 61 38 173 22,50
2 Anxious to Jjoin Army
or Navy 39 11 9 59 7.67
3 Interferes with future
vocetional plans 38 12 3 53 €.89
L Interferes with future
plans--unspecified 16 10 14 40 5.20
5.5 NMight as well rake the
best of it 11 1 1 13 1.69
5.5 Fear of death 6 3 L 13 1.69
6 Fearful of injury result-
ing in dlsability 7 2 3 12 1.56
7 Cbstacle to helning
family financially € 2 3 11 1.43
8 Interferes with love 2 5 2 9 1.16
S May help in vocational
tralning and/or soclal
growth 6 0 0 6 .78
10 would miss belng in
school 2 1 1 L .52
11 Military 1life induces
laziness 1 1 1 3 .39
12.5 May lose religious
vocation 0 o 1 1 «13

12.5 ?Physically weak 1 0 0 1 13




CHAPTER IV
INTERPRETATION OF THF DATA AND A COMPARISON
WITH SIMILAR STUDIFES

In this chapter it will be our endeavor to compare the
findings of this study with those of a similar nasture. Specifie-
ally, we shall look to = comparison’between it and the studies of
Mother Moody, Doctor Fleege, Father Finn, Doctor Ho Chun Dail,
and V., M. Houston and Marzoff.

Ninety~three per cent of Mother Moody's subjects found the
Mooney Problem Check List to be an adequate instrument. By the
same token, the subjects in the present study were almost unan-
imous in adjudging the instrument to be adequate as evidenced by
the fact that 567 responses to the questions "Do you feel that itemd
you have marked on the list give a well-rounded picture of your
problems?" 557, or 98.24 per cent of the responses were in the
affirmative while ten, or 1.79 per cent were in the negative,

As regards the outstanding problems, Mother Moody's subjects
1ndiqated that they were not being alded adequately in meeting
such personal'and psychological problems as courtship, school
ad Justment, and marriage. The outstanding problem areas in the
present study were: adjustment to school work (ASW), the future

vocational and educational (FVE), courtship, sex and marriage (CSM)
6k
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soclial and recreational activities (SRA), and personal-psycholog-
ical relations (PPR).

In both studies subjects agreed in naming the adjustment to
school work (ASW), the future vocational and educational (FVE),
personal-psychological relations (PPR), and courtship, sex, and
marriage (CSM) among the five areas most frequently occurring
problems, but Mother Moody's subjects included curriculum and
teaching procedure (CTP) in this group while our present subjects
omitted this but included social and recreational activities (SRA).

In the study by Mother Moody with 743 girls in three Catholic
high schools 25,653 responses were received--18,708, or 72.93
per cent of which were underlined while 6,945, or 27.07 per cent
of which were eneircled.26 The current investigation is based
upon the responses of 785 students and sixteen faculty members
who returned a total of k3,759 responses~-~79.33 per cent of which
wvere underlined while 9,0l4 or 2067 per cent were encircled.

In conclusion, the girls in Mother Moody's study specifically
expressed a desire for adult help that was not being realized,
at that time, Our findings on this point are based upon responses
to the question: "If you had the chance, would you like to talk
to someone about some of the problems you have marked on the

1list?" Of 718 responses to the query 546, or 68.39 per cent

26Mother Mary Moody, A Survey of the Problems of Girls of
Catholic High Schools, Unpublished Master's Thesis, Loyola Uni-
versity, Chicago, Illinois, 1948, 53,
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janswered in the affirmative while 172, or 21.79 per cent answered
in the negative. Thus, they corroborated the desire for assist-
lance.

In a comparison between the results of the problem areas of
serious concern for students examined in the study by Dogtor
[Fleege and the present one there was predominant a similarity in
the choice of adjustment to school work (ASW), the future vocation-
lal and educational (FVE), and personal-psychological relations
(PPR), and courtship, sex, and marriage (CS8M). The students of
the Fleege study selected soclal-psychological relations (SPR)
fand finances, living conditions, and employment (FLE) while our
[subjeets chose the area of social and recreational activities
(SRA). Although the majority of areas were similar, the rankings
varied for the respective studies, In Doctor Fleege's study
fourtship, sex, and marriage (CSM), the future vocational and

%dueational (FVE), personal-psychological relations (PPR), social~

sychological relations (SPR), finances, living conditions, and
mployment (FLE) and adjustment to school work (ASW) were ranked
irst through sixth, whereas adjustment to school work (ASW), the
uture vocational and educational (FVE), courtship, sex, and
arriage (CSM), social and recreational activities (SRA), personal-
sychological relations (PPR), and adjustment to school work (ASW)
Eere ranked first through sixth in the current one, An important

item of difference between the two studies is the prominence of

furity as a problem. In Doctor Fleege's study it is of much more
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Foncern, it would seem, than it is for the subjects of the present
study who selected adjustment to school work (ASwW) and the future
vocational and educational (FVE) as being more bothersome,

An added note of agreement 1s established between the two
studies when we take into consideration Doctor Fleege's recommend-
ations that adults, and in particular, teachers, must accord
[patience, sympathy, and wisdom in providing guidance for the
adolescent, Even more specifically, in the administering of this
guidance the emphasis should be on the methods of solving their

roblems rather than handing out pre-conceived solutions~-being
IZver mindful of the fact that the young person's problems are
constantly changing and becoming more complex.,

In comparing the findings of Father Finn with those of the
current study it was necessary to indicate the outstanding problem
categories from the former study in problem-area titles as they
are designated in the Mooney Problem Cheeck List, Further, Father
FPinn's study is based upon the responses of 2,440 boys in five
selected urban Catholic high schools while the current study is
based upon 43,759 responses supplied bty 785 students and 16
faculty members.

The problem areas selected by the two groups were quite
different., 1In fact, the only area that Father Finn's study and thg
current one showed predominant was that of personal=psychological
relations (PPR). Father Finn's study brought out the remaining

areas of serlous concern as morsls and religion (MR), Home and
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family (HF), social-psychological relations (SPR), finances,
living conditions and employment (FLE), health and physical devel-
opment (HPD) while the present investigation found the areas
of adjustment to school work (ASW), the future vocational and
educational (FVE), courtship, sex, and marriage (CSM) and soclal
and recreational activities (SRA) most prevalent. As in the
comparison with Doctor Fleege's study, the present study and that
of Father Finn differ in the frequency of which moral problems
were indicated as constituting an area of prime concern., Here
again, the subjects of the present study responded most often
to those problems in the academic areas adjustment to school work
(ASW) and the future vocational and educational (FVE),

Results of an even more definitive nature are produced when
the current study is compared to that of Doctor Ho Chun Dai and
his McKinley high school students, The McKinley students were
concerned over many personal problems. They marked an average of
27.0 problems varying from none to 151, Of the 330 problems in
the check list, 102 of them were marked by ten per cent or more
of the students, The students in the present study marked an
average of 54,62 problems, In Doctor Ho Chun Dai's study, a
substantial number of problems were sgelected in 2ll eleven areas
of the check list, but the bulk of their problems were concentrated
in the areas adjustment to school work (ASW), personal‘psychclogha¥
relations (PPR), health and physical development (HPD), and the

future vocational and educational (FVF). The areas of adjustment
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to school work (ASW) and the future vocational and educational
(FVE) were also of serious concern to the students of the present
study; however, the balance of areas were soclial and recreational
activities (SRA) and courtship, sex and marriage (CSM). Although
in the current study the area of personal-psychologicsl (PPR) re-~
lations is not in the top four, it is in the sixth rank. In
addition, the area health and physical development (HPD) is de-
cidedly lower in the ranking of grand totals of the current study
than in the study by Doctor Dal.

Doctor Ho Chun Dai's investigation revesled scme significant
differences among sex, class, ability, and ethnic groups. Girls
seemed to be more concerned with personal-psychological issues and
matters pertaining to physical development. Boys seemed to be
more concerned over the attainment of academic skills, relation-
ships with the opposite sex, and matters that are active and
specific,

Although our results are based wholly upon male responses,
it 1s significant that the most prevalent area of responses was
that of sadjustment to school work (ASW)--which substantiates
Doctor Ho Chun Dai's findings.

It is interesting to note that an overall agreement with
Doctor Ho Chun Dai's findings are also found in Mother Moody's
conclusions that a large proportion of the girls tested felt that
thelir arees of most serious concern had to do with personal-

psychological problems,
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School C, which would approximate the XYF section in Doctor
Ho Chun Dai's study, was found to have similarly marked a smaller
percentage of problems than the other two schools. An item of
lequal importance is found in the fact that the relationships of
academic skills and problems of future education is seen also in
the present study.
The schools and their respective percentages are as follows:
School As 53.02 per centj; School B: 27.01 per cent; School C:
19.8 per cent.
Looking to the findings of the aforementioned study performed
by V. M. Houston and Marzoff2’/ we find an additional note of
verification of the present study's results which, because of
their pertinance could bear repeating, namely,
"The items which ranked highest in terms of
frequency and seriousness indicated that the
students were chiefly concerned about academic
success, personality improvement, and military
service., An especially significant factor
which was discovered in the results of this
first administration of the Mooney Problem
Check List that the areas from which the stud-
ents selected the fewest problems was in'Morals
and Religion.!'"
Consequently, generally speaking, the foregoing would indicate
that there 1s a significant factor of agreement between the cited
pptudies of Mother Moody, Doctor Fleege, Father Finn, and Dr. Ho
Chun Dal and the present study particularly in the predominance of

Buch problem areas as adjustment to school work (ASW), curriculum

27Houston and Marzoff, p. 10,
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and teaching procedures (CTP) personal-psychological relations,
(PPR), social-psychological relations (SPR), the future vocational
and educational (FVE), and social and recreational activities
(SRA). In effect, school and its affiliated soclo-academic
activities would seem to provlide & unique opportunity to serve as
a socio-psychological medium for the individual to become more
aware of himself, his relations with others; and the consequent
need to understand himself more fully and to become aware not only
of the existence of problems but, what would seem to be equally
important, the need for seeking more mature assistance in order to
objectively view and intelligently resolve said problems,

Agaln, it would appear apropos to take cognlzance of the
decidedly minor appearance of the moral and religion (MR) area as

one of singular concern for young people.




CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSICNS

It has been the purpose of this study to investigate the
chief or most outstanding problem of Catholic high school boys
in the junior year, both from their own viewpoint and from the

viewpolint of the high school faculty members.

This investigation was conducted with 78% boys in the third

vear and 16 faculty members of three Catholic high schools in the

Chicago area. The schools: A, B, and C, are populated by boys
vhose parcnts, generally speaklng, comprise three distinct
economic and employment (or occupational) groups:

In school A the pearents of the boys are in the middle

income bracket being employed in non-professional and labor

positions.

In school B the boys are & group whose parents might
be regarded as being in the middle income category and are
engaged in professional and semi-professional positions,

The sons of professional persons who are largely in
the middle or hieh income brackets make up the student
body of school C.

The testing device which was utilized in eliciting responses

from the 785 students and 16 of their faculty members was the
Mooney Problem Check List.
Resulting from a tabulation of the data obtained we have the

72
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following conclusions:

1.

50

The students are predominsntly concerned with problenms
associsted with school and the future. This is not
consistent with the opinion of the faculty members
insofar as it was possible to evaluate them,

The factor of imminent compulsory military service has
an important bearing upon the outstanding problems of
the students from the dual order of prominence:

A, Future education must be postponed or even lost
forever.

B. A general upsetting and/or loss of planned voca-
tional objectives,

A singular de-emphasis (or lasck of significant promin-
ence) of Moral Matters as an area of important concern
for the young, and, in particular, the boys of the third
year, 1s truly a positive manifestation of the effica-
cious indication of Christian principles of everyday
living by these schools and by Catholic schools, in
general. This 1s seen in the prominence of the srea
morals and religion (MR) in only one study previously
considered~--that of Father Finn. The problems about
God and religious doubt were practically non-existent in
our findings.

The divergence between what the students consider to be
thelr outstanding problems and the general views of
those fsaculty members who participated in the study
would seem to indicate that lack of mutual understanding
in this field 1s of serious importance.

In two of the schools the counseling program apparently
leaves much to be desired both from the standpoint of

p rofessional facilities and that of the inadequate
counseling relationship between teachers and pupils.

There are definite indications that there is a relatlion-
ship between the type of problem and the general fin-
ancial background of the majority of students in a
particular school. In School A, where the general
financlial status is that of lower middle income, the

boys were primarily concerned with academic problems
which would affect them immediately upon greduation,
namely, their immediate securing of employment. The

boys in 3chool B were more concerned with academic prob-
lems which would influence their opportunities in college
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This appears consistent with their backgrounds of middle
income and with the high percentage of parents who are

of professional status. Almost without exceptlon, the
students of School C, whose parents are all of moderately
high or high income and professional status, are already
coping with their future problems in terms of successful
entrance to and completion of higher education in insti-
tutions of their own choosing.

The majority of the students evidenced & deep awareness
of the exlstence of problems in their lives and a very
real deslire to be assisted in coping with and resolving
them with mature and genuine adult assistance, preferably
in a Christian oriented counseling structure,

In the light of the foregolng the followling recommendations

would seem to be In order:

1.

2.

Inform teachers of the prevalent concern with acadenmic
problems on the part of the boys.

Inform students and educators of the governmental program
for continuing one's education during and following
completion of military service. It also might be pointed
out that the comparatively brief interlude can actually
prove beneficial insofar as it can be utilized for
reappraising their educationel and vocational sims: a
unique opportunity for possible growth in over-all
maturity.

An even more immediate need would seem to be the estab~
lishment of professional counseling services in the

high schools which would complement and/or supplement
the assistance rendered by teachers, religious advisers,
and administrators., This might be accomplished through
obtaining professionally tralned counselors, or possibly
even more appropriately, treining faculty members who
have manifested a singular talent for establishing
positive relationships with young people.

A consequent of the immediately foregoing gives rise to
the recall that the boys' selections of professional
individuals as counselors, namely, parish priests,
priest-instructors at school, and lay teachers, should
not hbe regarded lightly. An added note of substantiation
for this conclusion is supplied by the indications at
School C~-where the staff has established a strong
relationship between students and teachers from whence
the boys spontaneously evidence the effectiveness of
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good counseling--the students very positively respond to
constructive counseling.

The overwhelmingly positive responses to the guestion of
the adequacy of the looney Problem Check List (from the
aspect of completeness of problem area coversge) suggestd
the desirability of incorporating it into the formal
counselling program.
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