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CHAPTER I
INTRODUC TION

Gabriel Honore Riqueti, Comte de Mirabeau's Secret History of the Court of

Berlin is an account of conditions in Prussia from April, 1786 until January,
1787. The death of the Great King of Prussia marked the end of an era. A
swift transition took place in Prussia, a decline which rapidly led to the
catastrophic defeat of that nation by Napoleon in 1806. The Secret History of

the Court of Berlin furnishes testimony to the rapidity of Prussia's decline.

Entrusted by the French Government with the task of being an unofficial
observer of the Court of Berlin, Mirabeau sent a series of despatches to the
Minister of Finance at Versallles, Calonne. These letters were sent in code
from Berlin, not directly to Minister Calonne, but to the Abbe de Perigord,
Talleyrand, who had a subordinate poaitiaﬂ at the time in the Ministry of
Finance. Talleyrand decoded and edited the writings before submitting them to
Calonne. Upon his return to France, Gabriel, well aware of the financial
possibilities involved in the publication of these narratives, secured the
originals. Despite the fact that title to the despatches and the right to pring
them lay in the government, Calonne ralsed no difficulty. PFearing that the
Count might expose the fact that he had cooperated with Mirabeau in the
production of certain controversial pamphlets, Calonne eased Mirabeau's path in

obtalning the manuscripts.
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Mirabeau was cerialn that the publication of thess letters would prove
economically rewardings they combined serious reflection with scandalous
anecdotes in a way which would attract a large publice He was quite chagrined

when, shortly after being printed, the Secret History of the Court of Berlin
was suppressed by the public exesutioner, on order of the Parlement of Paria.l
The suit for suppression was brought by the French Poreign Ministry as a result
of severe pressure on the part of the Prussian Covernment, Furious at the
publication of a work which exposed his amours and supersiitions to the French
reading public, Prederick William II of Prussia had demanded immediate action
by the French Foreign Ministry. In addition, Foreign Minister Montmorin was
especially embarrassed by the fact that France's best friend at Potsdam, Prince
Henry of Prussia, had been unflatteringly treated.

For purposes of this study, an English translation has been used. The
translator remained anonymousj the place of publication wes Dublin, and the
work was translated in 1789. It seems that for security purposes, both author
and translator preferred anonymity; hence in ‘the forward, the author is

2

referrad to as a seoret iraveler, This translation has been compared the

original French taxt-a Beveral sections have been compared, and, in the opinior

1011ver JeGe Wolch, Mirabeau, Jonathan Cape, (london, 1951) 171.

26abriel Honore Riquetl, Comte de M¥irabsau, Secret History of the Court of
Berlin, Tr., Anonymous, (Dublin, 1789), Preface ii.

3Henri Welchinger, La Mission secrete de Mirabeau a Berlin! 9%86-17812,
(Paris, 1900)s It 18 the concensus of OlLver Welch Antonina ntin and othex
Mirabeau avthorities that Welschinger's edition of the Secret History of the
Court of Berlin is the mosti definitive.




3
of the writer of this thesis, the Dublin translation is qulte accurate.

The author of this critique propos:s first to study the ideas of the
writer of the Secret History of The Court of Berlin, as well as the sources
which Mirabsau used in constructing his product. After so doing the purpose of
this research will be to assess the historical accuracy of the conclusions at
which Mirabeau arrived, after his examination of the Prussian scene in this

oeritical period.
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Montigny, Mirabeau's adopted son. They furnish a rich insight into the views
g

CHAPTER II
INTELLECTUAL HISTORY OF A REBEL

The Riqueti family claimé daescent from the early Florentine Arrighetti
clan. Oliver Welch1 states that the ancestors of the Mirabeaus had been
successful merchants in Marseilles in the Sixteenth Century. In the latter p
of this century, Jean Riqueti mads‘ a fortune, married a Provencal noblewoman,

and bought the cheateau of Mirabeau on the Durance River.

]'rhere are many readabls, but comparatively unscholarly popular biographieq
which give but scant reference to Mirabeau's Prussian period. Typical of this
type of work is Evarts S. Scuddert's Mirabeau, (london, 1945)s Such works are
not completely without value, howevar, 5.0, Tallentyre's The life of Mirabeau,
(Iondon, 1908) is rather penetrating. It catches much of the inner spirit of
Mirabeau. However, it devotes a single page (o Mirabeau's voyage to Germany.
Older works, such as Penn Clarke's Mirabeau: A life History, (Philadelphia,
18448) not only avoid the German aspect, but contribute little to understanding
the man. ' ‘

Antonia Vallentin, in her Mirabeau avant la revolution, Orasset, (Paris,
1946) has made the most recent study of the Count. She 1s clearly aware of the
concern of the Twentieth Century for the short German sojourn of Mirabeau, for
on page ix of the preface, she wrote:

sses™he had strongly recognized, with his clairvoyance, the danger of

the military powsr of Cermany, 'ce pays de 1‘thomme machine}®

Her treatment of the period with which the effort of this paper is most
interested in, is quite detailed.

In any study of Mirabeau, the work of Oliver Welch is indespensible.
Welch's Mirabeau made thorough use of the Memoires biographiques, politiques et
1iteraires de abeau. These eight volumes were sompiled ﬁ Iucas de

of the author of The Secret History of the Court of Berlin which are unavaila
from a mere perusal of the books and pamphiets of the COUnt.

No study of Mirabeau can be considered complete if reference is not made t+
Alfred Stern's monumental Das Ieben Mirabeau, Kronbach, Berlin, 1889, Volume I.
Henri Welschinger refers to this work as the outstanding study of the prew
Revolutionary life and thought of the "Tribune of the People.!

L
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The Marquis de Mirabeau was famous in France in the middle of the
Eighteenth Century as the first disciple of the eminent physiocrat, Quesnay.”
When his economic treatise, Ame des Hommes galned currency, the Marquis acquirec
a ceriain notoriety as a radi.ca.'}..3 After he had written his pamphlet, Theorie
de 1t'impot, in 1760, he was imprisoned at Vinesnnes. Although his attack on
tax farming in this work aroused the ire of conservatives, The King obtalned
his release after a confinement of only eight dm."

Gabriel, Count de Mirabeau was born in 17493 his physiocratic father did
not greet the event with paternal joy, but rather questioned the legitimasy of
the boy.” The Marquis resented his wife, fesling he had not improved his
position by his "marche ordinalre” with Marie«Cenaevieve de Vassan, It may be
coneluded that his mother, in reality a quite ordinary woman, had little
influence on Mirabeau.

Gabriel's early youth showed little promise of the future greainess he was

destined to display. He was dissoluts, even when judged by the standards of

2Welch, 17-18.

3‘1'he essay, des Hommes, was wriiten before the elder Mirabeau had
formed his frie p With Dr. Quesnay. 1t condemned the unproductive rentier
as the source of society's ills, After meeting Quesnay, the Marquis went 80
far as to advocate destroying the noble exemption from taxationy Welch agrees,
17-18, that this was an extreme position for the times,

UpenneClarke, Lé=T,
Svallentin, 1.
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the 18th Century French nobili‘byoé From early youth, the Count de Mirabeau's
financial affairs, as well as his marital affairs, demonsirate an exceptional
disorder;’ in all of his difficulties, his father showsd an unwillingness to

6There is agreement between Welch and Vallentin that when Cabriel was 18,
and had entered the regiment of the Beni~Cavalerie at Saintes, he became
involved with & town girl who accused his complicity in her pregnancy. Upon
detection, Mirabeau was jailed in Paris.

His career is filled with love affairs which generally end in incarceration
Discretion was not one of his traits.

{In Welsh, op. cite, Vallentin, op. cit., and in other biographies of
Mirabeau, there is ample evidence of the Count's financial irresponsibility.
For example, when Mirabeau married Emilie de Marignane, he spent 20,000 livres
to redo his castile. He turned to his father-in-lsw for aid, when his creditors
were unable to carry him any longer. Marignane was willing to advance the need&l
funds only upon guarantee of the elder Mirabeau. Instead of going surety for
his son, the Marquis suggested to Marignane that Gabriel be put under house
arrest, by means of a leiitre de cachet. Ultimately they had Gabriel declared a
bankrupts after this they had him imprisoned in the Chateau d'If, by means of
another lstire de cachet.

Welch, op. cit., 24, describes Mirabeau's marital difficulties. While
still imprisoned at the Chateau d'If, it seems Mirabeau met and fell in love
with Mme, Sophie de Monnier, who was his great love. Mirabeau escaped and began
to live with Sophie, When the mother of Sophie threatened to tell the
authorities the whereabouts of the lovers, the two fled, in 1776, to Amsterdam.
In 1778, when Mirabeau's young son, born of the liason betwsen him and Sophie,
died, Mirsbeau returned to France, His wife then sued him for = seperacion de
corps, a separation decree which freed a wife of all conjugal duties to her
husbands The suit gained great notoriety because of the fact that the two
parties mutually accused one another of repeated infidelities. Since the
Marignane family was known to be influential with the parlements of Provence,
Mirabeau became popular with the masses of Provence as "a lone combatant, fighte
ing the battlements of privilege.

Readings from Welch, Vallentin and other authorities lead the student of
Mirabeau to the conclusion that financial problems and the lack of money were
eternal difficulties for Mirabeau. He never bothered to have his early bank-
rupicy vacateds One of the prime motivations which eventually convinced
Mirabeau to undertake the mission to Prussia was & pressing need for money.
During the French Revolution, rumors were in constant circulation that Mirabeau
was in the pay of Queen Marie Antoinette. Even the historian Michelet, other-
wise favorable to Mirabeau, verifies the fact that he was corruptible, dus to
financial embarraasment.

Hans Reissner, Mirabeau und seine '"Monarchie prussiene", "Social-
wissenschaftliche Forschungen, abt., 1 heft &, (Beriin, ImS s
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come to his alde Much of Mirabsau's early life was spent under confinement,
Bad parental relationships, frequent imprisonment and a continual want of money
generated in Mirabeau a receptiveness to rebellious modes of thought. Further,
the fact of his enforced inactivity itself gave Mirabeau ample time for
reflection.s A German authority in this area, Reissner, has this to ssy about
the effect of imprisonment on Mirabeau's thoughti
The years of his imprisonment were the time when the sociophilosophic
teachings of his father entered the young Count's consciousness. Lucas de
Montigny reports it was during his bmpriaonmnt at Vincennes that

Mirabeau studied his father's works.

The Eighteenth Century was an era in which traditional Christian reflectiorn
underwent ssvere challenge from quarters whose orientation was secular. Since
the ideas of a person about religion are central to his orientation toward the
world, a desirable point of departure into Mirgbsau's world view would commence
with his theological views: Mirabeau's leotters to his mistress, Sophie de

Nonnier, are revealingi

esseelf I only were the man to persuade mysalf of the truth of ,the dreams
of the devout, I would convince Sophie that we both ocught to make haste and
die. Then our separation would be over,..But we do not have the good
fortune to harbour such illusione; at the moment we die our whole be.ng
dies with UBeeee )

I hate and fear les devots, and I prize toleration as the one thing
which can give the civil authority a real and firm control over the whole
ecclesiastical body, and maintain sociag. tranquillity in spite of
fanaticism, hypocrisy and superstition.

S’I‘he Mirabeau~-de Monnier Correspondence, (pubiished by Manuel, Procuraior
of the Paris Commune, 1792), cited in Welch, op. cit., 81-2.

S¢rane Brinton, editor, Portable Age of Reason Reader, Viking Press,
(New York, 1956), 390.
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Mirabeasu thus doubts the existence of God, Various Enlightenment
philosophes, such as La Meitrie, who conceived of man as a machine; Helvetius,
who conceived of morallty as man-madej and d'Holbach, who "proved" by apriorism
that God did not exisij entertained views simlilar to that of Mirabeau, This
type of thinking enjoyed considerable currency in the latter part of the 18th
Canbury.

Tolerance seems to occupy & central position in MHirabeau's theological

thoughte This view is not original with himj Voliaire in his Irsatise on
Tolerance in 1763, had called tolerance the great triumph of philosophy., In
Candide, the hero inquired of the King of El Dorado: '"What? have you no
monks to teach you to dispute?
The Count's views on freedom of religion had already been beantifully expressed
in GCermany by Iossing.m There was little early religlous teaching in m.rgbeanka
backpround against which he could personally rebel. ™Welch gives us an insight
into his education:

«

_ lolaaaing’a Nathan the Wise is cited in the Portable Age of Reason Keader,
466, as followss

If esach one had his ring straight from his father;
So let each belleve his ring is the true one.
"7is possible your father will no longer tolerate,
The tyranny of but one ring in his family.
And surely he loved you alle and all alike,
And he would not the two oppress
Ry favoring the third,
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seeed sladowy Jesult appears 1o have taught him for a vwhils hafore he went
to schooly but Abbe Choquard's Academy was as secular in general tone as
ware so many of the academies n?lby the sophisticated and unbenificed
abbes of the Eighteenth Centwry.
A view i3 expressed by Mlle, Vallentin that Mirabeau's lack of religion was

12 mis is

due to his rationalisation of his many treaches of sexual mores.
quite unlikelys in accuracy it must be concluded that he took a rebellious
position in which he found company among some of the mors sensitive ghiloaoghsaﬂ
Yet in his rebellion he certainly did not stake out an original pathj rather he
followed a road that had alrveady besen well explored,

8till, an undated letter written by Mirabesu to Mme. de Monnier, a letter
which Y¥irabeau stated was his “dying declaraiion, not to be opened until his
death” had this o sayt

Oh God! Mighty Godl Give me back my love. Yorgive me as the reward for

her virtves, If, indeed, T have denled your Providence, it was hatl;

should be tempted to believe You to be the acoomplice of the wicked.
The preponderamce of evidence to the effect that Mirabeau was ean unbeliever cans
not be overcome by such a slim restatement of bel'lef, However, this letter
shows & lack of complete consistency in !iiréi:eem ts religious idsas,

His theological position more or less coincides with that of the typical

Fighteenth Century philosophe., This is not at all trus of his poliiical

1174 18 the view of Oliver Welch that the secularization of the Eighteenth
Century French clergy may be blamed on appointments made after 1717 by the god=
less Rogent, Orleans.

12he argument of Vallentin, op. cite, 26~7 holde that an immoral man
obsessed with the subject of virtus is elther a hypocrite, or a rebel, and
Mirabeau was not a hypocrites.

131 rabosu-de Yonnier Correspondences, cited in Welch, ops cite., 85.




10
position. While in exile with his beloved Sophie at Amsterdam in 177k, the
Count produced his Essal sus le depotisme, a work which is important in that it
clearly revelas Mirabsau's views on the relationship of man and the state. The
Early BEnlightenment had been aristocratic in its concspts of governmentj it had
been typified by Fontanells who had written: "If my mind 4s filled with truthsg
they must be jealously guardad.m The Enlightenment of Voltaire and Frederick
the Oreat, as well as that on Fontanelle, was all directed tc a amall select
group. However much the century was disturbed by existing political abuses, it
never went so far as to weizh the value of social existence per se. In the
opinion of Ernst Cassirer, "social existence was an end in itself, a self
evidant goal."ls Cassirer's analysis of the role of Rousseau in the Enlighten-
ment is partioularly shrewds

His judgment led him to contrast the state of Nature and the soclal atatej
thence he was led to negation and overthrow of all order as it has
existed wmntil thensses

This does not mean soclety is to e given up. Rosseau heralds the general
will as the way to restore maneess

The purpose of Rousseau is to do away with the means by which men are
corrupted, not to install lawlessness. . But the lawlessness not existant

can be dmi away with only if the present corrupt snd arbitrary order is
abolished. €

105,

‘u‘?mmlla as clted in Franciscuvs Hanus, Church and State in Silesia
Frederick the Great, (1770-1815), Catholic University Press, (Washington, Iﬁ?i

155rnst Cassirer, Philosophy of the Enli:htenment, Tr., Frits C.A.
Koelln, Princeton University 88 inceton, 15%5, 288,

16thid,, 2669 passim.
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Rousseau's democracy had the effect of turning the concern of later
philosophes toward the political field. He ended the vogue of the Enlighien-
ment for bsnevolent despois like Frederick the Great. Without doubt, the
incarcerations suffered by Mirabeau at the Chateau d'If and Vincennes, plus his
exile with Sophie at Amsterdam, made the propositions suggested by Jean Jacques

seen very real and important. Yet, in the Essai sur le Depotisme, Mirabeau felf

called upon to reject many of the contentions of Rousseau, while recognizing thd

Swiss as "the most elsgant of the French writers, without exception."17 In the

Essal, the natural goodness of man is rejected., "RBveryone has the germs of
despotiem in him in the cradle, as anyone who watches a howling infant can see

for himself. The kernel of his contention is that the medieval kingship wam

limited and contractual. The villains were Charles VIII and Iouis XI, "the

19 M rabeau

sinister innovators who first perverted the monarchy in Prance."
accuses these kings of first levying arbitrary taxes, first maintaining large
standing armies, and first assembling largga bureaucracies. On these pillars

rests the despotism by which the monarchy has been perverted, according to

17mrabeau, Essal sur le depotisme, cited in Welch, op. cit., 99-10L4. See
also Vallentin, 194.

lBIbidc 3 99"10}40

191bid.
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Mirabeau., He feels that the kingship can still be restored to its former, none
despotic contractual nature. 20

Thus one may detect in the Essal sur le Depotisme a denial of Rousseau's
concept of the natural goodness of man, but an acceptance of the Rousssauean
view of the contractual nature of the body politic. Like Rousseau, Mirabeau
rejected docility in the masses in the face of despotism,

While still at Amsterdam, in 177L, Mirabeau produced the pamphlet,

Avis Aux Hessois, a work of compelling import to this particular study, since

it shows not only Mirabeau's attitude towards deapotism, but also his pre-
conceptions with regard to Germany. A quotation from this work will demnstrat%
this conclusion:
This fidelity to your leaders....this habit of obeying without reflecting
that there are duties more sacred than obedience, and anterior to any
oathy this credulity which makes you t‘olﬂw the lead of a small number of
smbitious madmen~ these are your faults.
Obviously, such a criticism was not & commonplace in an age in France which was
more disposed to admi.rephan to fear its contemporary, Frederick thg Great.
Even earlier than this Mirabeau had become even more specific than
Rousseau in his protests against despotism. As a matter of fact, his
reputation came to rest on a pamphlet which was written largely in protest

against infringements which had been made upon his own person. This work was

201hid.

zlmrabeau, Avis Aux Hessois, cited in Welch, €8.
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the well-known Des lettres de cachet, published by Fauche at Neuchatsl in early

1782,22 Its ideas show the direction of Mirabeau's thought to be distinectly
Rousseauean. Interesting parallels could be drawn between the lives of
Rousseau and Mirabeau. Both wsre socially outcast, both were promiscous in

their private lives, and both felt personally the rigors of the ancien regime.

this can be demonstrated by the fact that in late 178l, due to repercussions
resulting from his separation suit with his wife, Mirabeau was forced to flee
to England. Famed by this time as the author of De lettres de cachet, he had

free ontry into the leading intellactual circles of London. Just as in ths casJ
of Voltaire, so to Mirabeau the English sojourn had deep effects.’> This 1is
shown in a letter written by Mirabeau at this time to Chamforti

22A very clear and succinet smary of the core of De lettres de cachet is

presented by Valleniin, op cite, 212-lL, in which she statess
"Iiberty of the person, Mirabeau claims, is not just one of many desirable
liberties; it is the liberiy, the precondition of all others, and no short-
term necessity of state may ever be pleaded against it. lettres de cachet
are evil in two ways. Firstly, they are unjust to the innocent man who is
denied open trial according Lo the lawj secondly, they injure the law by
shartening it arm. "The essence and force of law invariably consists in
this- that it applies equally to all citizens." From this principle,
drawn from Cicero's De Legibue, Mirabeau would allow no depariure,

23rhe limited meetingas of Mirabeau and Burke are recounted by Vallentin,
op cit., 318. One page 320, it is stated that Mirabeau became intimate with
Burke's later opponent, the non-Conformist democratic preacher, I'r. Price, from
whom Mirabeau galned materi:ls for his pamphlet, Considerations on the Order of
Cineinnatus, which appeared in London in 1784. In condemning the proposed
American order of nobility, he decries all forms of aristocracy, that of birth
and that of meri‘b, alike,
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I am amazed at the rlotous proclivities of the London masses, and at
the license of the press, the theater, and the political cartoons....They
have a civic sense and a natlional pride greatly to be admireds...As for
the secret of the country's greatness, it lies in one thing=~ the
inviolability of her civil libertiese...

I think that, man for man, we are worth more than they, and the land
of the vine has it over the land of the coal mine. What a thing, then, mus
liberty be, when the little bit they have in one or two good %ﬁ“ can
place in the front rank a people so little favored by nature.

In England, Gabriel did not see his utopia, but in the limited personal
democracy which England did have he visualized the causes of her undeniable
greatness. Therefore, when he would later suggest a course for Prussia, it is
clear that he would choose analogies based upon the English experience.
Mirabeau's early interest in foreign affairs was closely connected with hi
sympathy for democracy. In 1782, a democratic party revolted against the
obligarchs of Geneva. The obligarchs were helped by French intervention to
restore their rule. Irritated at his country'!s alliance with the forces of
reaction, the Count sent a memorandum to Foreign Minister Vergennes suggesting
that the Minister had been misled into his recent action by the inadequacy of
his intelligence servioo.zs At the same timn s he offered his services to
Vergennes, The Minister, however, was very dubious at this time of utilizing

the services of the controversial author of the Des Iettres c}_e__ cachat.zé This

2yt rabeau to Chamfort, cited in Welch, op. cit., 178.
25%10]1’ 9&.
261p1d., 101.
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incident shows the first instance of Mirabeau's willingness to work in foreign
areas.

During Mirabeau's residence in London in 1784, a French pamphleteer named
Iinguet published a widely circulated work which defended Emperor Joseph II's
sgeressions in the Scheldt.2! In reply, Mirabeau came forward with his
Doutes sur la liberte de l'Excaut, a book whose first edition appeared in

Iondon in 1784. The key to the pamphlet is Austrophobiaj Joseph II is
represented as the ambitious disturber of the peace, behind whom stood
Catherine of Ruasia.za Mirabeau here expressed the fear that Joseph and Cather+
ine were planning the partition of Holland; if they were not stopped, the Count
warned, the Scheldt might harbor Russian mahipa.29

Doutes sur la liberte de 1l'Escaut represents the embryonic stage of a

central theme of the Secret History of the Court of Berlin- faar that the

Austro-Russian alliance constituted a basic threat to the balance of power of
Europe. In this work, as well as in the Secret History, Mirabeau offered his

panaceat an accord betwesen France, England and Prussia as a counter-balance to
the "(riental System" of the Imperial Powsrs. Like most philosophes of the
Enlightenment after Rousseau, Mirabeau did not regard enlightened despotis such

2prad Murrow Fling, "Mirsbeau and Calonne in 1785", Annual Report of the
American Historical Assocliation, (Washington, 1898), 138.

281m1d,, 139.

297bide, 140,
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as Joseph and Catherine too highly. The vogue for "limited monarchy" or
npgpublicas®™ had replaced the Voltalrean "cult of Semiramis®,
Limitation of state action dominated Mirabeau's thought in the field of
econonics as uall.Bo The first appearance of the Count's economic views
occurred in a manuscript preserved by his adoptive son, Iucas de Montigny, The

International Organization of Free-masonry. It was a product of the Amsterdam

exile, and it was first offered to the public in 1777. Reissner summarizes the

thought of this work very clearly:

One year after the publication of Adam Smith's Wealth of Hations,
Mirabeau advocates a thoroughgoing free trade. On other issuss, he calls
for freeing of the serfs, setting aside of all class privileges, freedom
of speech and of the press....

He expresses views as to the uselessness of protected indgstries, and
he sees great harm progressing our of economic mnopoliea....3

These ideas form the hard core of Mirabeau's analysis of the Prussian economy

in the Secret History of iheCourt of Berlin; hence they are of deep significance

to the particular research in which this study is engaged.

Yet Mirabeau's economic Neltanschauung was not created in vacuo, nor were

his ideas plaglarized from Adam Smith. The V'llarquis de Mirabegu, l'Ami des
hommes, was one of the outstanding French Physiocrats; after the death of

Quesnay, the father of the movement, Mirabeau pere was tLhe acknowledged leader

30Reisaner, op. cites U0, credits Mirsbeau with coining the phrase,
"laisses faire" in a debate during the Revolution over the issue of freedom of
the Indian trade.

31Reiasner, Lo.
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of Physiocracy.3° Though deep antagonism existed between father and sen, Cownt
Mirabeau, who had become acruainted with the ideas of his father during his
many imprisonments, grudgingly admired his sire's view.33 The ideas of Dr.
Quesnay and his associates went beyond a mere encouragement of farming at the
expense of other branches of the production of wealth. In the opinion of
walter Dorn:

Physiocracy was an agricultural system in the revolt of the land-
holders of France against the restrictive mercantilist legislation of an
era which favored commerce and industry at the expense of agriculture.ese

To free landowners from the burdemn of government regulation, they
made the absolute security of priwse property the central principle of

their economic doctrine, All the libertiss they advocated are corollaries
of the right of private property. Therefore free trade is the freedom for

32According to Oliver Welch'!s researches, stated on 17«18, Dr, Quesnay
deeply impressed the elder Mirabeaun, After meeting the doctor, the Marquis
preached the view that agriculiure alone creates wealth. He thought industry
only transformed wealth and commerce only distributed wealth. Wealth was that
which was left over when the farmer's living had been supplied and his repairs
paid for. In the case of a tenant, this surplus was entirely paid over in the
form of rent to the "unproductive rentier.”

Therefore, he would exempt peasants from all taxes, and make landlords pay
all taxes. But in Eighteenth Century France the reverse was truej the peasant
praid all taxes and the landlord was exempt. Therefore the Marquis's Physio-
cracy clearly had revolutionary implications.,

33Accord1ng 10 G. P. Gooch, Studies in German History, Longmans Green and
Company, (london, 1948), 73, "L'Ami des hommes transmitted to his son....his
mssion in life to overturn the prevailing heresy of mercantilism...e.and
replace it with Physiocracy."
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the farmer to produce whatever he pleased, and to sell his products with-

out resirictions. Since they had ﬁanted thssg rights to farmer, they

gave the same rights to merchants.

But this is as far as Quesnay and the Marquis de Mirabean would go.
Politically they were far from liberal. Quesnay rejected the constitutional
monarechy of Montesquieu with its checks and balances. He wished all power in
the hand of a single enlightenad despot, who must recognizes the categorical duty
of making the law of Nature the guide' for all legialation-Bs Yot later Physio-
crats, like Samuel du Pont de Nemours / 1739-1817_/ went further than Quesnay
and the Marquis de Mirabsau. In 1775, Du Pont advocated popular selfe
government for villages, cities and provincess the views of Du Pont represent a
decided deviation in physiocratic thought from the confining waters of enlightey-
ed despotism into the broader stmamyof Rousseauean dsmcraéy.sé

Thus Mirabeau's views as formulated in The International Order of Freew~
masoﬁry reflsct attitudes expressed by the later Physiocrats, as well as the
parental tradition. Since the work came out in 1777, it is possible that Adam
Smi.th contributed to the complex of ideas. ‘

Writers for whom economics bear charm inevitably are interested in matters
of high financej the Count was no exception to this rule., Mirabeau returned to
France from England in early 1785, and found himself in government favor due to

his polemic, Doutes sur la liberts de l'Escaut, written the year before against

354, 229.

A—————

36pritz Valjavec, Die Enstehungz der Politischen Stromungen in Deutschland,
Verlag Oldenbourg, (Muenchen, 1951 ), .
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Joseph II.37 In France, the high prices which the shares of the Caisse
dtescompte, the Spanish Bank of St., Charles, and the Paris Water Company were
bringing on the Bourse had created a credit famine for the French Government,
which was unable to sell its bonds. Finance Minister Calonne hired a Cenevan

banker, Panchaud, who had been a foundsr of the Calsse d'escompie, to

propagandize for deflation.38 Panchaud then warned his friend and intimate,

the banker Claviers, to sell his shares of the Caisse d'escompte. Claviere, a

person well known to Mirabesy, convinced the Count that the stock was terribly

inflated. The two then collaborated on the pamphlet, De la Calsse d'Escomptie.

It is well established that the result of this pamphlet was a deflationary
spiral, Further it is certain that Calonne had nothing to do with the appear-
ance of this werk.39 The fall in the value of the shares of the Caisse

d'Escompie resulted in a meeting betwsen Mirabeau and Calonne; at this meeting,

3711: is stated in Fling's article, op. ¢cit., 138, that M. Barthelmy, chargy
dtaffaires for France in lLondon, greatly aided Mirabeau's cause in France by
writing Minister Vergennes that British Foreign Secretary, lord Carmathen, "had
spoken well" of Mirabeau's pamphlet, Doutes sur la libsrte de 1'Escaut.

381bid., page 139. Fling points out that the mainspring of the rise in
price of the stock of the Calsse dlescompte had been the size of the dividends
declared. Expectation of Iargo vidends had driven the stock upward. As a
solution, Claviere and Mirabeau advocated povernment regulation of the size of
bank dividends, It was anticipated that fear of government regulation would
frighten money away from the Calsse d'Escompte, causing such funds to be avail-
able for investment in French Government bonds,

391vid., 138.
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Calonne rewardad Mirabeau by promising never to interfere with Mirabeau's free
exarcise of his opinions, while Mirabeau promised to submit all future
productions on financial matters to Calonne.l0
A Spanish institution, the Bank of St. Charles, was another strong
competitor of French Government bonds on the Bourse. Mirabeau submitted his

pamphlet, De la Banque d'Espagne to Calonnej the Minister immediately approved

the writing.hl In this work the Count "revealed the uncertain foundation of
the Bank of St. Charles," and asserted that "it would be wnwise to invest in
the stocks"2 Within a short time, Calonne was visited by the Spanish ambas-
sador, who sald the Court of Madrid would lose its good name ,l‘3 if Mirabeau werg

not silanced. Although Calonne averted imprisonment for Mirabeau, hse could not

WOrpi4,, 138,
blrpid., 139-40.
b2rpeq., 139,

h3‘1‘1149 assertion is made by Fling, op. cit., 140-1 and Vallentin, ops cit.,
332+8 passim, that foreign pressure alone was not the cause of the suppression
of Mirabeau's Ds la banque d'Espagne. The effect of the pamphlet De la Caisse
dtescompte had Deen to depreass the entire money markety this lessensd demand
not only for common stocks, but also for French Government bonds as well.
Calonns personally held considerable shares of stock in the Paris Water Company,
which had been depressed by the general deflation. Therefore Calonne decided
the deflationary program had been a mistake, and he now wished to embark on an
inflationary propaganda crusade, for both state and personal reasons.
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prevent the Paris Parlement from suppressing the brochure-hh
In later conferences with Mirabeau, Calonne tried to win the Count over to
a "bull market" position., Mirabeau was asked to advocate publicly reiroactive
cancellation of all market transactions of the Caisse d'Escompte stock, in
order to restore confidence; his refusal to do so contributed to coolness
between himself and Minister C.aldxme.hs

Mirabeau's pamphlet, On the Paris Water Company, completed the estrange-

ment. At heart Mirabeaun was & Physiocratj he felt that the soil, not stocke
Jjobbing and manipulations thereof, should be the source of wealth, In this new
work he expressed himself as follows:
On principle, I objset to having the total supply of the water of
Paris handled by a monopoly...The government has no right to intervene to
raise the price of deflated stocks and toh)éaiae the money market, merely
to ald in the sale of govermment bonds...
The attitude of the pamphlet was one of complete defimnce of Calonne. Upon
reading the work, Calonne became furious. The fact that he owned stock in the
Paris Water Company made matters worse for Mirabeau, whose friend Tg‘lleyrand
advised the pamphleteer that in view of the tanger of Calonne it would be best
for him to leave Franca.

In Jamuary of 1786, Mirabeau departed on his first voyage to Cermany.

Then he had left the country, the directors of the Bank of Salnt Charles

biprsns, 100,
Urvig., 1.
46ys rabean, On the Paris Water Company, cited in Fling, op. cite, 138.
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published a letter that the government "had made use of a man whose life is a
long alteration of crime and punishment.“h7 In turn, Gabriel wrote a letter to
Calonne, threatening to expose the fact that the Count had been hired by
Calonne to pamphleteer to deflate the stock companies‘ha To pacify Mirabeau,
Calomne's underling, Talleyrand, suggeated that Miraheau be given some sort of
a diplomatic mission in Germany.hg This would both keep Mirabeau away from
France, and make him beholden to the government.

The critical area in which a diplomatic mission seemed needed was Prussia.
There the King, Frederick the Great, was a Francophile, but Frederick was
dying. The Crown Prince, Frederick William, the brother-in-law of William V,
Stadtholder of the United Provinces, hated France because of French support of
the Patriot Party in Holland. The situation was considered serious by Prince
Henry, brother of the dying King and leader of the Francophils faction at
Potsdam, In his letters to French Foreign Minister Vergennes, Henry had
requested either the replacement of the weak French ambassador to Berlin, Count
d'Esterno, or at least the sending to Pruséig by Vergennes of an "observer of
more agegressive charactar.so

Therefore, the mission of Mirabsau to the Court of Berlin was conditioned
by two factors- firstly, by the need of Minister Calonne tc be free of any
possible scandal in connection with his authorigation of Mirabeau's pamphlets;

h7naiaanar, 19.

UBye10h, 140, See also Vallentin, op. cit., 338.
h%lch, 1.

5°Goooh, 83.
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and secondly, by the need on the part of Vergennes of a skilled ot;aemr at
Berlin at the time of the expected demise of Frederick the Great. o
The Berlin miasion may be divided into two parts. The first part was
vnofficial and lasted from January 20, 1786 until April 16, 1786. When Mira-
beau arrived on the first stage of his Barlin assignment, he was accompanied by]
his mistress of the moment, Mlle. de Nehra, and his adopted son, Lucas de

Montigny. He carried with him a letter of introduvetion to the French ambassado
at Berlin, Count d'Esterno, Soon after his entry into Berlin, Mirabsau seemed
to win his way quickly with Prince Henry, as Ambassador d'Esterno wrote to
Minister Vergennass:

Prince Henry began by being infatuated wita this man, and when he
spoke to me about him, I felt it was dve to my attachment to His Royal
Hghness ggnt I should say nothing to confirm his decided taste for M. de
¥irabean. '

Thus Prince Henry may well have had Mirabeau in mind when he wrote to
Vergennes, requesting the replacement of d'Esterno with a more aggressive envoy,
But on the whole, Mirabeau's welcome among officiale and statesmen in Berlin
was far from warmjy d'Esterno mmst have seen in Mirabeau a threat to his pouiti#
for he wrote this despatch to Vergennes, on the occasion of Mirabeau's firat
interview with Frederick the Creat:

I think he wishes to setile in Berlin in order to get his writings
printed without interference. Here, as long as no compliments are paild to

the Court of Vienna, he can criticize wit,g impunity CGod, the saints and
all Kings, including the King of Prussia, 2

Slg'angno ‘s letters to Vergennes, cited in Antonina Valleniin, Mirabeau,
Volce of the Revolukion, Ir. L.W. Dickes, (london, 1948), 231.

52p1gsterno to Vergennes, as cited in Gooch, op. cite, 77,
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Similar opinions were held of Mirabeau by Frederick the Great, who wrote to
Prince Henrys "So far as I can Judge, he is one of those effeminate satirists -
who will write far or against anyone for a i‘ee."53

A far different reception, however, was accorded Mirabeau among the
intellsctual salons of the Prussian capliial. Here he found a ready audience in
the avant~-garde salons which revolved around patronesses of the arts of Jewish
and Huguenot extraction, such as Henriette Hertz and Rahel lavin. New problems
which had never before concerned Mirabeau now drew his attention. He became
embroiled in issues such as Jewish emancipation and the revival of German let-
ters. Mirabeau soon became intimate with the leading lights of Berlin
intellectuality such as Christian Dohm, Jacques Mauvillon and Friedrich Nicolal
These circles furnished Mirabeau with much information about the Prusslian scene
therafore they deserve some consideration,

In 1786 Nicolai, now regarded as a philosophical popularizer of the
Enlightenment, a traveler, ad a disoiplo of Iassim,sl‘ was considered the
intellsctual arbiter of Berlin. He typiﬂid_ the Sturm und Drang movement by
uniting a love of liberty wiih a desire for analysis of the particular rather
than an emphasis on the generale a mode of thought hardly typical of the earlie:
Enlightenment. These two strains of reasoning probably struck a résponsive
chord in the author of the Essal surle Depotisme. Following the lead of his
adnired predecessor, lessing, Nicolal utruggledvto free the German drama from

53prederick IT to Prince Henry, cited in Gooch, 77=8.

Shgooch, 79.
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the yoke of the French classical theater.5>

Mirabean never wrote on the subject of the revival of German literature.
Put on April 17, 1786, when the Count was received for the second time by King
Fredsrick, he commented on the indifference of the monarch to German national
literature. Frederick replied by saying that German writing was without value,
and Mirabeauv's rejoinder was a hearty disapproval of the Royal attitude .56
Thus though no clear literary expression of a point of view on German letters
on the part of Mirabeau exists, the evidence of the Royal interview forces the
conclusion that Nicolal strongly influenced Mirabeau in favor of the new (erman)
writers,

Nicolai had been a great admirer of the Jewish philosopher, Mosee Mendel-
ssohn who had just died at the begiming of thies same year. Nicolali drew
Gabriel's attention to the works of this sage, and to lLessing's Nathan the Wise}
which Mirabesu now read for the first time.5! Thus the Count, not unlike most
prominent representatives of the mlighumn’o, developed a genuins concern for
the plight of the Jews, | '

A writer who iypified the Enlightenment in many ways was Christian von

Dohm, whom Gooch coredits with instilling into Mirabeau a liking for the Jm.ssﬂ

55Ivid., 80. See also Vallentin, 372.

561bid,, 83. Refer also to Vallentin, op. cit., 369.
5Tvallentin, 373.

58Gooch, 8.
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Undoubtedly Dohmt!s brochure, Reforme civile des Julfs, impressed Mirabeau

significantly, yet one of his more reliable biographers judgaes Nicolai to have
been the moet important inﬂuence.59 The result of Mirabeau's sxposurs to Dohm
and Nicolal was the publication of his own short book entitled, Moses Mendel-

ssohn st la reforme politique des Juifs, (Berlin, 1786), in which the Count

insists that:

essedews should not be confined to commerce, but should be allowed to

engage in agriculture and in manufacturing, 68nd should be treated with

toleration, consideration and impartialiiy.

In Mirabeau's first interview with Frederick the Great of January 25, 1786,
the King had expressed aversion to Dohm's ideas of granting civil liberties to
the Jews, while Mirabeau had expressed enthusiasm for the project.él The
second discussion betwsen the King and the Count occurred on April 17, 1786.
On this occasion, the conversation again turned to Anti-Semitism, and Mirabeau
forced the King to sdmit that it was superstition.?

Another German writer of the time who probably had an equal effect upon
Mirabeau was Major Mamvillon, a military eﬁgmaer of French extraction. He was,
moreover, a professor at the Corilineum College of Brunswick, Jacques Mauvillog

is described by some of the more astute biographers of Mirabeau as "well versed

59Vallentin, 372.

wmrabuu, Moses Mendelssohn et la raforme politiques des Juifs, cited in
Gooch, op, cit., ) 8

6%‘00611, 810
62rh44., 81.




T

in the politico=-gconomic structure of Europe ,"63 and as "a military man as
6L

27
learned in political economy as in military science." Reissner calls
Mauvillon "a dilletante" because "he believed that the most desirable assembli.n#
of citizen society would be one composed of small stat.es."és Yet Reissner
admits that Mauvillon advocated such advanced themes as social equality,
freedon for serfs, abolition of monopolies and protective tariffs, and the
abolition of government aid to industry.

Introduced to Mauvillon by Christian von Dohm, Mirabeau made great use of

67

Mauvillon's information in the Secret History of the Court of Berlin. As &

matter of fact, in 1788, there appeared under Mirabeau's name an eight volume

work, entitled Histoire de le monarchie prussienns. Vallentin Welch, Gooch and

Reissner are all convinced that this work is l(an.'v'i.llc:m'a.68 Some revisions and
syntheses in the work may be Mirgbeau's, but the work itself is not his. If it
were his, it would be a preferable text to the Secret History of the Court of
Berlin for the analysis of Mirabeau's views on Prussia. While much of the
specific material on intemal conditions of Prussia, with which Mirabeau seems
familiar, was undoubtedly furnished him by Mmuvillon for use in the composition

©31014., 83.
hvalientin, 376-7.
65petssner, 33-4.
66_1’21_2. s 336 passim.
6TVallentin, 377.

687here is a consensus on this point. Reissner, op. cit., 25-40, passim,
develops this theme in detail.
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of the Secret History of the Court of Berlin, the latter work is clearly

Mirabeau's,

Gabriel's own qualities contributed to his rapid digestion of the
intellectual cuisine provided by Nicolai, Dohm and Mauvillon. A description of
these personal traits is provided by Cooch:

Yet this dissolute aristocrat possessad some solid bourgeois
qualities which made him & welcome guest wherever he went, A hard worker

and an ommivorous readeré his bolling passions were strangely related to a

ool and critical mind.®

He attacked novel problems, not yet considered Ly his Prussian teachers.

In hls Commentaires sur Cagliostro et Lavater, (Berlin, 1786), Mirabeau

anticipated future diffioulties which the BEnlightenment and Francophilism were
to eneounter !ro;a the New Nysticiem, which the hard skepticism of Frederick II
had thus far held in check. He commenis as follows on this situation:

These miserable charlatans and adventurers claim to be the very
source of public prosperity. Their frauds ars spreading throughout
Germany which is particularly susceptible....These mystics are hostlile to
the spread of new ideas, and they wish to retard the mareh of progress.
If these miserabls jugglers win the Courts and dispossess they savants,
they will ch?nge their mystic reveries into a system of intolerance and
persecution. 9 :

To a man of theEnlightenment such as Mirabeau, nothing could have been
more repellent than Cagliostro's "miracle at Strasbourg" or Lavater’s "tace
readings" or "reincarnation.” To call it a mere reaction to the hard cold

rationalism of Frederick seems an oversimplification. Actuvally Mysticism had

69Gooch, 73,

7oulraboau, Commentaires sur Cagliosiro et Lavater, cited in Vallentin,
9p» cit., 370. ‘
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its historical roots in the Pietism of the early Eightesnth Century., The leadey
of this movement, Count Von Sinzendorff had reacted not only against ration-
alism but also against Lutheran and Calvinist dogmatic theoclogy in seeking to
find "a religion of the haart."n He and his followers, the Moravian Brethren,
gtressed the role of the internal emotional life. Johann Ka’qper Lavater,
rector of a Protestant parish in Bremen, had taken up the Pietist tradition
later in the <:emtxxry.72

Rationalist journals in Bremen in 1786 complained that the enthusiasm for

1t 15 stated by Walter Dorn, "Competition for Empire, 238 that at the
time when the only German speech heard at a German Court was the Sundgy sermon,
Pietlat leaders, such as Sinzendorff, were teaching the cultivated upper
classes to abandon their French culture, and to speak, work and play in (erman.

Count Von Sinzendarff, after a voyage to Philadelphia, returned and dis-
carded his noble titls. The stress of his Moravians on the importance of
smotions led them to personal mysticism in religion, and occasionally, "to
emotional hysteria and shameless religious exhibitionism."...

T2mmis study turned to Lavater's Die slognomie, Fr nte zur
Beforderung Menschenkenntniss, (leipsig, I%;'—"B;, 33-—1'65 passim, it 18 atart~
ling to note that notables as highly placed as loethe were taken in by this sor{
of fraud,.

Lavater believed that character is reﬂacted in a person's face. Hence he
advocated character reading, by means of a study of features, be turned into a
strict discipline, like geometry. In other words, he claimed a saint had a
typical configuration of features, as did a simner. Find the features and you
have read the character. Rationalistis were cruel to the proponent of such &
philosophy; hence Lavater identified all evil with rationalism, which he blamed
for all the ills of his age. Nevertiheless, Lavater denied at all times that he
was practicing a gypsy art.. Another belief which Lavater seriously advocated
was his faith in reincarnation,
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Lavater "was infecting Bremen like the ?1&3110."73 This can be illustrated by
the amazingly rapid spread of the Scottlsh Rite of Freemasonry in Germany after

L
1750."
International Freemasonry; it was led by Colonel Johann von Bischofswerder and

About 1780, in South Germany, the Rosicrucian Order split from

Johann Christoph Woellner. 75 The fact that Crown Prince Frederick William of
Prussia was a lodge brother in the Rosicrucians had tremendous significance for
Prussia at a time when the death of Frederick the Creat was expected at any
moment. This would probably ascount for Mirabeau's deep anxiéty regarding

Mysticism. The Commentaires sur Cagliostiro et Lavater express a fear that the

replacement of the savants by the Jugglers would hurt the cause of toleration.

The Weltanschauung of Woellner seems to bear out Mirabeau's belief in the in-

tolerance of Mystics:

«eeowhen unbelievers disavow (od, that ia their own business; if they wish
to guarantee their eternal dammation in the next world it is their own
affair and they must be tolerated. But when they openly attack the holy
beliefs of their fellow citizens, these people have cebome dangerous
enemies of the State, since they have made thelr poor fellow citizens
extremely dissatisfied. Then these freethinkers are as dangerous as high-
waymen; to tolerate them 1s a misuse of tolerance. ' )

It would seem to Mirabeau that "tclerance” which forbids the utterance of
of unpopular opinions would be a sham tolerance. Indeed, in almost every phase

yrits Valjavec, Die Enstehung der Politischen Stromungen in Deutschland,
Verlag R. Oldenbourg, (Meunschen, 1951), 70wi,

114, 71.
"51bed., 72.

76Paul Schwarz, Der erste Kulturkampf in Preussen um Kirche und Schule
(1788+1798), (Berlin, 1925), 70.
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of human thought, Mirabeau found the Mystics opposed to the ideas he believed
in and worked for. Since he realized that the Enlightenment had been identified
in the German mind with France, the irrationalist reaction against the
Enlightenment was bound to have detrimental effeots of Franco-Prussian
relations, This factor alone would explain Mirabeau's preoccupation with the
charlatans.

On May 22, 1786, Mirabeau returned to Paris. On his return to Paris
Mirabeau was officially engaged in the capacity of unofficial observer by
Minister Calonnej at the same time he was entrusted with the code which he was
to use in all commmications with the French Government. The despatches were
to be sent to Tallsyrand, who was to decode and edit them before giving them to
Calonne. Arriving a second time in Berlin on August 21, 1786, Mirabean began
the official portion of his mission, a mission which in ordinary terms could
be called that of a spy. The effort of this thesis will now be directed tcmm-d+
determining the accuracy, the historical aignificmjxcu and the lmportance for
our time of the despatches which this eapi@ge ag;nt sent home to his govern-

ment.




CHAPTER III
PRUSSIAN SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS

On the death of Frederick the Great, Mirabeau composed the Memorial to
Frederick William II, which most editors and translators have incorporated into

the Secret History of the Court of Berlin.l It contained a great many specific

recommendations of a physiocratie, Rousseauean and "enlightened" nature, based
on an analysis of Prussia at Frederick's death. Had they been followed, it is
altogether possible that Prussiat's catastrophic defeat by Napoleon in 1806 mighw;
not have cccurred. Furthermore, many of the proposals of Mirabeau were finally
adopted in the reforms of Baron vom Stein, though no evidence exists that Stein

was in any way influenced by Mirabeam.

THE NOBILITY

Mirabeau had already expressed his abhorrence of all forms of nobility in
his reflections expressed in Considerations on the Order of Cinelnnatus. Hs

reaction of disgust towards the Prussian nobdlity was in line with his previous

lthe Memorial to Frederick William is incorporated into the Dublin
Translation of the Secret fi-'xat%l of the Court of Berlin, of which in
constitutes pages 399 s inclusively. References io The Memorial will be
cited as Memorial to Frederiok William. Henri Welchinger has also incorporated
the Memorial into the Secret History in his edition of that work; hence the
practice appears to be general,

32




a5

thoughts on this issue. Hence he advised the new King:

33

Abolish, S I R E, those senseless prerogatives, which bestow great
offices on men who, to speak mildly, are not above mediocrity; and which
are the cause that the greatest number of your subjects take no interest
in a country where they have nothing to hope but fetters and humiliations.
Beware, Oh Beware, of that universal aristocracy, which is the scourge of
monarchial states, even more than republics; an aristocracy by which,es.
the human species 18 opressedeiee.

S I R E, equality of rights among those who support the throne will
form it firmest basis....lot men feel the necessity of equal merit to
obtain preference. at is up to you to level distinetions, and seat merit
in its proper place.

Since Mirabeau felt called upon to tell the new King to beware of the
aristocracy, he is inferring that his predecessor cooperated with his noblemen.
Further he is stating that the Prussian nobility was composed of mediocre men.
In order to see if his views were Justified, it becomes necessary to examine
the social structure of Prussia under Frederick,

Frederick has come into history with the reputation of being an enlightene*
despote Yet in his soclal views, hs was far from being enlighteneds he ssemed
determined on perpetuating a rigid caste system in Prussia, He concelved his
realm to be a stratified society in which the nobility had to furnish military
and administrative lsadershipj the bourgeoisie had to £ill the logistie function
of procuring materials for the armys and the peasants possessed the task of
feeding the army, and furnishing it with manpower.> Frederick's concept of the

state "took for granted a society made of men of intrinsically different value.'p

21 rabeau, Memorial to Frederick "illiam, LOL~S.
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To the old landed families, Frederick attributed certain superior inborn
qualitiesy hence he preferred to assign "the exalted political function®™ to the
nobi ity

Thue Mirabeau's inference that Frederick failed to beware of his nobility
is certainly verified., Gabriel also held that the Prussian nobility was of
mediocre quality. Nobles in and out of Prussia shared this vi.ow.é The famed
| Baron vom Stein felt so repelled by them that he wrote:
They cannot be called a knightly imperial nobilityl They are not

even a German nobility. They are a hybrid race which still preserves some
of the instinets of a savage and long-extinet antediluvian animal.l

SWilllem Shanshan, Prussian Military Reforms, '1786-1813), "Studies in
History, Economics and Pu " NOo, s Columbia University Press,
(New York, 1945) attests that though Frederick wanted to make the entire civil
administration noble, there were not enough nobles to fill all the positions.
Hence the lower administrative ranks were predominantly non noble /[ page /.

6In the Zedlits Register of the Prussian aristoeracy, quoted on LOS of
Werner Hagemann's Frederick the Great, tr., Winifred Ray, (Ilondon, 1929), a
Pomeranian village 1s described "with twelve noble families, where only the
nightwatchman and cowherd were non-noble.". Hagemann cites the historian Koser
as authority for an anecdote to the offect that as late as 1769, Pomerania
still supplied the Berlin cadet corps with the sons of barons who were
illiterate. The famed Casanova took one look at "these poor boobies from Fom-
erania® and {led; they falled to observe the slementary rules of cleanliness.

7Vom Stein's letter, cited in Hagemamn, op. cit., Los.
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pasise A certain symbiosis had developed betwsen the Prussian Crown and the

35
Nevertheless, Frederick's love of the Prussian noldility has an historical

Frussian nobility. Before the advent of Frederick William I, many Prussian
Junkers had been poor and unable to provide a living for younger sons.e But as
egarly as 1701, 1,030 openings had been made available in the officer corps for
young noblea.9 The Great Elector and Frederick William I had destroyed the
local Estates of the nobles; in return ior the loss of their "liberties", the
rulers of Prussia compensated their nobles with posi.tiona in the administration
and in the army. The officer corps imparted security to the nobles; from them
it exacted loyalty to the King. In the Army, manorialism was maintained, since
the relation between Junker and serf was reproduced in the relation between
officer ad mn.::’;0 As the noble had been accustomed to exploiting the serf on

BF‘rederick Carsten, The Origins of Prussia, (lendon, 1951), 2712,

1nd., 277.

1055 we are informed by Shanshan, Op. cite., 323 )

"Rigorous discipline was as much a part of training as drill, and
the non~commissioned officers were allowed to use a cudgel on the men
for minor offencesecs ™

"The most brutal penalty was the Spiessruthenlaufen, the Spiessruthenlaufen, the
running of the gauntlet. It was carried out in the streets of the garrison.
Two hundred soldiers were given birch rods, and were lined up in a double line
facing inward., The culprit was stripped to the waste, and the men were
expected to beat him with all their strangth."
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nis estate, he felt 1little shame in similarly exploiting his enlisted mn.u

16

Mirabean apparently relaized the true reason for the Hohenzollern alliance
with the Junker class and with manoriaslism, for he wrote in his dispatch of

pecember 23, 17863

eseoswe must not forget the MILITARY POWER, which must hers be respected,
for here there are neither Alps nor Apennines, rivers nor seas for
ramparts; here therefore, with six millions of inhabitants, government is
desirous, and to a certain.point is obliged to maintain two hundred
thousand men in arms. In war, there are no other msans than those of
courage or of obedience, and obadience is an innate idea of the serf
psasant3 for which reason perhaps the grand force of the Prufgian army
consists in the union of the feudal and the military system.

nm "noble" aristocracy showed very base "middle-class" motives in deal=-
ing with their enlisted mem, according to Curt Jany, Qeschichte der konigliche
Preussischen Armee bis sum Jahre, 1807, K. Slegesmund Veriag, (Beriin, 1928),

passinm: ' ‘

They relate that 'because of their low salaries and inadequate pensions!?
they were justified in making & profit out of the supply and military pay
systems., In time of peace, each regiment carried on its own supply service
autonomously. Colonels had large discretion in handling supply money. Since
thers was no formal audit, each colonel was free to return or not return moneys
left over after supplies had been bought. PFew returned these sums.

Direct expolitation of soldiers is dedcribed in Friedrich Apel, Der
Verde des Preussischen Offizierkorps bis 1806, (Oldenburg, 18803‘,—7'8'.

The soldiers' pay was paid Eirw&y 1o the captains who, it is estimated,
absorbed 1/3 to 1/2 of it. Soldiers' pay was specified for each grade, But if
a captain gave a soldier leave, or relieved him from sentinel duty, the captain
deducted such amounts from the soldiers'! pay. The captain kept this deduction.

Also, the captains received commissions on the sale of shirts, leggings,
belts and insignia to the men, All of these practices added 1,200~1,600
thalers per year to a ceptain's normal annual salary of 800 thalers.

lzuirabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 334.
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For exposed Prussia to éurvive, an army disproportionate to her size had
to be maintained. The Count admitied this fact. He possibly saw in this
necessity of state, Frederickt!s reason for preserving manorialism, which both
provided an officer caste and engrained obedience into the ethoa of future
Prussian soldiers. Therefore he recognized that Prussia's need for a large
| army required her to preserve the manorial system. The historians who deal with
Frederick's domestic policy list the measures which Frederick took to secure
the position of the nobility and the preservation of manorialisms

(1) Elimination of ciua competition from the bourgeoisie for the upper

echelons of administrative employment

(2) Stiffening of the nobility!s monopoly on the purchase and sale of

Ritterguter /noble lands
0 Mt os s oareon Setiay o smmovtaomntn 3T
y .

In short, Mirabsau's contention that Frederick preserved the manorial
gystem by protecting the social superiority of the nobility is verified by
historians, Mirabean also stated that the exposed position of the nation
forcad Prussia to maintain a iarge army. This certainly was thev op;pion of
Frederick the Great, who at his accession, had an army of 94,000 men; at his
death, however, there were 200,000 men in the Prussian service. Such an army
certainly was, as Mirabeaun noted, disproportionate to the size of Prussias. An
Italian traveling through Prussia towards the end of his reign found Prussia "a

great barracks."lll Despite the fact that this was the era of the press gang,

13Rosenberg, 153«6 passim., See also Bruno Gebhardt, Handbuch der Deutsche

Geschichte s 8te. Auflage, herausgegeben von H. Grundmann, Union Verlag,
(Stuttgart, 1955), Band II, 279.

Uina1ph Flenley, Modern German History, J.M. Dent and Sons Ltd., (London,
1953) 68,
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contemporaries considered Frederick!s method of recruitment harsh even for the
times.15

Mirabeau saw that Frederick had reacted to what he felt was the state
necessity of maintaining a huge army by methods which were far from original.
Frederick protected his leadership caste, retained serfdom to guarantee himsslf
a supply of subservient soldiers, and employed press gangs. The Count felt
that such methods were futile. He then suggested alternative methods which wer#

quite novel for the times:

Throughout Burope, S I R E, and in Prussia particularly, men have the
stupidity to deprive themsslves of one of the most useful instinctive
feelings in which the love of country can be founded. Men are required to
go to war like sheep to the slaughterhouse; though nothing could be mors :
eagy than to unite the service of the public with emulation and fame,

Your subjects are obliged to serve from eighteen to sixtys and this
they with good reason suppose to be the rigourous subjection of servility.
Yet the Swiss have a similar obligation, which commences at the age of
sixteen, and they believe themselves to be free men.

In fact, that natural confederacy which induces citizens of the same
condition to repel the enemy and defend their own and their neighbor's
inheritance, is so manifest,....that it is inconceivable that a tyranny
could be so weak as Yo render it a burthen. '

“

15In methodology, Frederickt!s press gangs exceedsd the rigors of British
Hessian recruitment and French "galley-slave" kidnapping. A Prussian officer,
Archenholts, cited by Hagemann, op. cit., 459, reported thats

"Prussian reoruitment officers like Colonel Colignon traveled about in

disguises and furnished official documents, appointing young ne'er-do-wellg

as lieutenants and captains in the Prussian army. The would=be officers

were brought to Magdeburg, with their commissions., There, they were

foreibly enrolled in the ranks.”

Even Frederick himsslf concocted tricks to lure men into service.
Frederick's letter to Tauentzen, cited by Hagemann, op. cit. L6O, stated:

) different method of recruiimsnt must be found. The men can be
brought in to the Brieg on the pretext that they are to work at the fortress
there and...when they have arrived, they will be drilled. ™
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Impart, Sire, to this obligation the forms of freedom and of fame by
making it voluntary, and necessary in order to merit esteem; by rendering
it a point of honour; and your army will be better conditioned, while
your subjeots aha.}.% imagine they are, and shall really be, relieved from a
yoke most odious,
The sentiment of patriotism was unknown in the Eighteenth Century. Most
armies owed loyalty to their Kings personally, not to their country. But
Mirabeau felt that once serfdom had been abolished, and military conscription
rendered less odious by meking it voluntary, this "natural confederacy" between
citizens of like status would provide Prussia a better army than that which the
methods of Frederick furnished, He felt the Frederician caste system, as
applied to the military situation, merely transposed the oppression of the
manor to the regiment. As a physiocrat, he felt the army would recruit more
successfully if it withdrew the claws of compulsion. For this reason, he felt
that the press gangs of Frederick were itastoful, and thats

cessthis law /“the conseription law / does not procure you a soldier

more than you would acquire by an increase in pay, which might easily be

made from the additional revenus which you would gain by the just

suppression of t-hoi? ruminous enlisters, whom Frederick II maintained in

Foreign countries.

His military solution was as novel as his call for patriotism. He advised
Frederick William IIs

Ist your peasants form national companies,...slet such national
companies choose their own grenadiers; and from these let the recruits
for your regiments be selected, not by your officers, not by the magis-
trates, but by the plurality of votes among their comrades. Arbitrary

proceedings would vanish, choice would become distinction....Being
responsible to fill up their own vacancies when drafts are made the

lém.rabeau, Memorisl to Frederick William, 397-8.

1710id., 397.
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regiments would glways be complete, without effort, without tyranny, and
without murmur,t

In place of Frederick}s serf-army, Mirabeau suggested a citizen army, motivated
by patriotism and formed by voluntary recruitment. This idea seems 1o be an
application of the principles of physlocracy, with its limitations upon state
action, into the militery field. |

In a system of personalized autocracy, the social prejudices of the
supreme leader are quite lmportant. To Frederick, "nobles alons wers capable
of cultivating loyaltles, lofty ambitions and the longing for glory."™’ He
assumad the Middle Classes could only be motivated by base motives. Therefore,
to appoint members of the bourgecisie to positions of trust in service was "the
first step in the decline and fall of the army."2° Since he wished to pre-
serve the quality of his army, Frederick kept his leadership caste pure in
blood by adopting a narrow policy of annoblement.21 |

,Ths reign of Frederick William witnessed a radical reversal of Frederick's
ennoblement policy. Frederick William II was very free in conferring patents
of nobility. The historian Phillipson said of Frederick William II; "He made

?

181nid., 398.
lgﬁnsenberg, 153~6 passim.

2oIbid., 1536 passim. Shanahan, op, cit., 30, reports that as late at
1806, of a total of 7,166 officers in the military service, only some 700 were
non-noble, and these served only in services which lacked prestige, such as the
hussars, the fusiliers, or artillery. Frederick's dischargs of bourgeois
officers en masse as soon as the orisis of the Seven Years War was over also
proves this point.

21Roaenberg, 153-6 passim.
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go many ennoblements that the newly ennobled earned the name, "die
Sechsundachtiziger r" [ the '86ers_/. 22

0f course, useless people were ennobled along with the goodj old nobles

began to feel that the social distinction of being a noble would now disappearsi

In Conaiderations on the Order of Cincinnatus, Mirsbeau had condemned the

introduction into the United States of a proposed "aristocracy of merit." In

the Memorial to Frederick William, he had written:

And who are the enemies of the sovereign but the grandees; the members of
the aristocracy, who require the King should be only the first among
equals, what strange error does it happen that Kings debase Hsir
friends / the non-nobles/ whom they deliver up to their enemies?

In ennobling masses of the bourgeoisie, Frederick William was certainly not

fdelivering his friends up to their enemies"; rather, he was weakening the
aristocracy to the advantage of the middle-class. Viewed in this light,

Mirabeau's comment in the Secret History of the Court of Berlin on the liberal

ennoblement policy seems incongruous:

What a prostitution of honors! I say prostitution; for pPro=
digiallity with which they are bestowed is itself prostitution.

Accordi.ng to Martin Phillipson, Geschichte des Preussischen Staatswesens

vom Tode Friedrich des Crossen bis zu den Freiheltskriegen, (12lpsig, 1880),
187, in EEnigsEuTg the King named 13 counts, among tﬁm his Minister, Hertg~

berg. In Berlin he named five counts, among whom were Ministers Von Blumenthal
and VYon Schulenberz-Kehnert, two freiherrs, and 2 non-nobles to whom he gave
the right to carry the appellation, von, among whom were ¥oellner and Dohm.

Phillipson, op. c¢ite, 27 further records a great series of military
promotions in which a major was created in each regiment, where before the old-
est first lieutenant had acted as sataff lieutenant. In the guard, each officer
was promoted one rank automatcally.

23Phimpson,‘ 187.
2%11'&&“’ Memorial to Frederick ’?ﬂ.lllam, hoh.

251 rabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 342,

|
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It must be remembered that in spite of his "enlightenment"™, Mirabeau was a

porn nobleman. Hs would rather have seen the orders of nobility abolished than
to see the masses emnobled. Iike all nobles, he regarded the nobility as a
closed corporation. He hated his own class because he saw in it an instrument
of oppression against other classes. Yet his inborn prejudices against mass
ennoblement prevented his condoning Frederick William's prodigality. He would
prefer the abolition of all orders to their debasement.

THE BOURGEOISIE

The wery policies by which Frederick had managed to favor his beloved
nlgadership caste"™ worked directly to the disadvantage of the middle class.
Mirabeau was so upset by the indignities suffered by the Prussian burghers that
he felt called upon to write in the Memorial to Frederick William:

Man 1is not a tree rooted to the earth in which he grows....for man
will submit to everything that Providence imposes; hs only murmurs at
injustice from man, to which if he doss submit, it is with a rebellious
heartes.»The time when the sovereign of the earth might conjure him in the
name of God, if such a time ever existed, is pastj the languagd of ggatico
and reason is the only language to which he will at present listen.

Frederick the Oreat had certain ingrained prejudices against the Prussian

middle class. He belisved that a burgher could only be motivated by personal

gain.27 Hence he felt that to appoint & member of this class to responsibility

28

in the army would deatroy his military arm. During the Seven Years War, only

%)ﬂrabem, Memorial to Frederick William, 4Ol.

2T Rosenberg, 153-6 passim.
281p1d,, 153-6 passim.
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the prospect of impending defeat had caused him to commission burghers into the

army, and he had been quick to cashler these middle-class officers.

To aid the aristocracy against the bourgeoisie, Frederick passed edicts
prokibiting the middle~class from buying Ritterguter /noble lands 720 He
promilgated regulations making it impossible for a "gentleman" to be
responsible to a burgher in the services. Frederick attempted to eliminate the
rise of the bourgecisie in the higher echelons of the civil administration; to
oclose all avenues of bourgecis advancement in the leadership area, a narrow
policy of emnoblement was followed, >0

Yet Frederick regarded the middle-class as an essential element in his
military structure. The bourgecisie had the function of procuring supplies for
the army. In this capacity, its membership was too valumble to expend on the
battlefield. Hence the middle~class was, in general, exsmpted from military
oomscription.>* Frederick wished to freeze the middle-class in industry, in

29111d., 1536s
30Rosenberg, .1hli~62 passim,

BJ'Deapita the reing which Frederick set on bourgeois mobility upward, he
well pleased the middle-class by the military exemption. This exemption had a
long history. As early as 1717, the burghers had been exempt if they owned
property worth 10,000 thalers. Also skilled workers, first imported into
Prussia by King Frederick William I, had military exemptions. All civil
servants and their sons were exsmpted from cantonal conscription. This
information is found in Shanahsn, op. ¢it., 55 and in Jany, op. cite, 70.

Purther, Jany and Shanshan rm us, doetors, inspectors, tax collectors,
magistrates, teachers and postmasters were exempt. Merchants whose busineases
exceeded 5000 thalers per year gross and their sons were exempt. Every
nanufacturer employing more than 12 workers was free of consoription, Small
manufacturers of silk, wool, cotton and linen were service-free, as were
bleachers, dyers, and cloth printers. Workers in iron, steel and copper were
exempt, as were miners, sallors and fishermen.
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order to guarantee himself a system of supply during war. One reason he

prohibited the bourgeoisie from buying noble land was to prevent the disappear-

ance into agriculture of capital which would otherwise be available for

j.nduatry.ze

Teclines in the price level of land,failure of bourgeois creditors to
collect debts because of inability to foreclose on noble land~ such issues to
Frederick were secondary. Bs regarded as primary the fact that the prohibition
of the sale of noble land to the middle~class guaranteed him a caste of
military officers, and guaranteed that bourgeois capital would stay in industry
where it could produce goods needed by the army.

As a man of the Enlightenment, Mirabeau was appalled at the illibsral
nature of the prohibition on the sale of noble land to the middle classi

The execution of the strange deocree by which they were deprived of
their liberty has been so iniquitously inflicted that, if a patrician
eatate were sold for debt, and a plebeian were desirous of paying all the
creditors, with an additional sum to the debtor, he was not allowed to do
80, without an express order from the King. Thia order was generally
refused by your predecessorse.

What was the consequence of this abaurd law? The debasemeht of the
price of land,.s..highly to the disadvantage of noble landholdersss..in
fine the absolute necessity that those plebians should quit the country
who had acquired capitaly for they could not employ their money in trade,
that being ruined by monopoly; nor in agriculturg, becausse they were not
allowed to hope they might ever be landholders.

2
3 Rosenberg, 155-62 passim.
33Mirabeau, Memorisl to Frederick William, L02-3.
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As a physiocrat, Gabriel adhered to the cardinal principle of the free alien-
ability of land, the "first riches of the atato."m Narrowing the markst for
land by limiting the number of those eligible to purchase it obviously hwurt
the nobility by holding down the price of land., Furthermore, Mirabeau
calculated agriculture would be injured by the removal of bourgecis "gentlemen
farmers":

It is a remark which could not escaps sagacious travelers, that
wealthy merchants have delighted, in retirement, to betake themselves to
agriculture, The most barren land becomes fruiiful in thelr possession.
They labour for iis improvement, and bear with them that spirit 3§ order,
that circumstantial precision, by which they grew rich in trade.

As for Frederick's assignment of the axglted political function
exclusively to the nobility, Mirabeau felt such a policy to be unwise in the
extreme, Hs proposed that the successor reverse this policy and consult with
the middle-class on matters of public importancet

But more especially, Sire, summon the merchants., Among them are most
commonly found probity and abilities. From them is derived the theory of
orderj they are in general men of moderation, divested of pomp, and for
that reagson merit prefarencaﬁé

Yet he atrongly opposad emnoblement of such bourgeois consultants in the
formulation of public policy:

The services of the merchants you may employ, far from multiplying,
must destroy the momstrous inequalities which disorganize and deform your

states. Thus will men like these find their yaward, and not in silly
titles, or the vain deocorations of nobj.lity.B

bypiq,, L03.
351bid., LO3.
Ppid., 438,

O

3" mad., L38.
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Mirabeau advocated the removal of specific bourgecis disabilities such as
the prohibition against the pruchase of noble land, and the removal of the
prohibition of the bourgeolsie from occupying important administrative offices.
But further, he decried the faot that in Prussia military officials had great~
er prestige than clvil officers. This was inevitable under the Prussian social
organization. Prederick had managed to keep his army officers completely
noble. Due to the lack of sufficient numbers of nobles, however, he had been
foreced to admit burghers into the lower levels of the civil administration.
Hence it was inevitable that the military officer would have greater presatige
than the civil official, Mirabeau asked Frederick William to reverse this wn-
natural state of affairss

Declare open war on the prejudice which places so great a distance

between military and civil functions....If you have an army alone, you

will never have a Kingdom. Render your_civil officers more respectable

than they were wndser your pmdecessor.38

In general, the keynote of Mirabeau's program for the middle~class was
summed up well in the following statements:

The pesople are easily satisfied; tiiey give and ask not. Only prevent
indolent pride from bearing too heavy upon themj leave but the career open
which the supreme Being has polnted out to them at their birth, and they
will not murmure3?

The Count wished the establishment of equality of opportunity for the middle
class in all fields of endeavor. It was a simple program, basically. When

Frederick William received the Memorial, he ignored ity none of the disabilitieg

P ra., 105,

391n1d,




L7
of the middle-class were removed. If Frederick William had heeded Mirabeau's

advice, he may well have avoided the Prussian national disaster of 1806. 1In

that fatal year the Prussian burghers grested Napoleon as a liberator, and the
elaborate a‘tructuro built by Frederick II totally collapsed. Mirabeau clearly
understood the danger for Prussia of the regressive social policies of Fredericld

the Great.
THE PEASANIRY

Serious as the disadvantages of the bourgeoisie were in the Fredericisn
system, they were as nothing compared to the indignities suffered by those at
the bottom of the social pyramid., As a man of the Enlightenment, Mirabeau was
repelled by the Prussian brand of serfdom, which combined agrarian manorialism
with millitary conseription. To Mirabean, serfdom involved the dehumanization of
mang he felt it contradicted the law of Nature:

Man is not a tree rooted te the earth in which he grows, and there~
fore pertalns not to the soll., He is neither fleld, meadow, nor brute;
therefore he camnot be bought and sold. . He has an interior convietion of
these simple truthsj nor can he bﬁ persuaded that his chiefs have any
right to attach him to the glebe,iO

He felt that no neceasity of state Justified the continuation of so wmnatural enr
institution as serfdom, which he equated with slavery. In unambiguous terms he
asked Frederick William to abrogate

«seothose tyrannous regulations, by the aid of which they have intended to
fix the wretch to the soil on which he had been planteds In the present

h%rabeau, Momorial to Frederick William, LOl.
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state of your kingdom, there is no pretext for the continuance of this
errors It is time to eradicate slavery at which the heart revolts.

Though all Prussian peasants suffered from the oppression of the mamorial

system, peasants living east of the Elbe had far more onerous burdens than the

gerfs who lived on the west side of that river, East of the Elbe, there

prevailed a system lmcwn as the Qutsherrschaft. Here the master-servant
relationship was stressedj sandy soll and a shorter history caused simpler
master-servant relationships, and greater exactions from the aarfs.hz Still in
L3

Prussia, some peasants were free.

For the wastern Prussian domains, the system known as the Grundsherrschaft

‘existed, whareby the land, and the rights and duties connected thersto, were of
greater importance than the master-servant relationship. In these areas labor
services of serfs rarely amounted to over a maximum of three days per week

spent in tilling the lord's 1and. M 45 to these western areas, money payments

hlIbid- » 3990

42,411 wWilhelnm Hasek, Introduction of Adem Smith's Doctrines Lnto Ge
"Studies in History, Economlcs and Public 1aw," Columbla Universily Press,
(New York, 1525), 19.

L3 An anachronism in East Prussia were the free peasants, called Culmer.
Descendants of peasant farmers brought into East Prussia by the Teutonic
Enights, they had a special status as free non-noble landholders wnder the law
of the eity of Culms See Ouy Stanton Ford's Stein and the Era of Reform in
Prussia (1807-1815), Princeton, 1922), 160.

“

bhﬂaaek, 22,
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required of serfs were higher than those exacted in areas east of the Elbe.hs
Nevertheless, the fact that serfs in the East Elbian lands had to contribute
to their lords six days' labor per week demonstrates that Zastern conditions
were harsher than those in other Frussian areaa.h6 The position of the peasant
in the lands east of the Elbe was regressive. Every aspect of his life was
controlled by his lord. General agreement exists among historians that his
position was that of a alave.h?

Before 1763 serf exactions were unbelievably stringent. But after 1763,
instead of being alleviated, conditions became even more onerous for peasants.
The Seven\Yaara War had devastated Prussia. True, the posi-war reclamation
projects and the immigration and colonization projects of Frederick forced a
modification of the manorial system in the newly settled areas, But in general
the movement among nobles for the consolidation of their holdings dissatisfied

the serfs, In evidence of tnis, Ford notest

hsIbi.d., 22, " *

iommig,

h7Fard, ops cit., 183-h, states thats

"Peasants were gn die Scholle pebunden~ adscripti glebae. Their
marriages wers subject to their lord!s consent, aﬂ&'tﬁg Tords required
proof that the serf's wife had a dowry, or the ability to labor and add
something to the resources of her husband...."

"No peasant could learn a trade without his lord's consent. In order
to become a nonwcommissioned officer in the army, his lord?'s consent was
required, though in thess cases state pressure guaranteed emancipation.
He could be whipped, imprisoned or put into stocks for disobedience,
lazingsa or drunkenness."
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After 1763, the lord was more exacting, and more ready to transfer
efficient serfs to poorer iracts to raise the level of production- all in
the interesis of scientific cultivation. This marked effort of lords to
consolidate their scattered holdings usually resulted in squeezing peasan
out of the fertile areas into unfertile tracts. More important, when the
lord reduced the number of peasant holdings in his domain, it meant more
labor servicoaaand the expense of more draft animals for those peasants
who remained. :

On first blush, the efforts of the Prussian Kings seem to be directaed
toward emeliorating thé peasant 10‘&«.1‘9 But on closer inspection, the policy of
the rulers of Prussia towards freeing of the serfs is seen to be at best halfe
hearted, and at worst, hypocritical., True, Frederick allowed the Rast Prusaian
Ermelander, and Netze’:'lgerfs to purchass their freedom. But, "as the economy of

Prussia was becoming a money sconomy instead of a land econonmy, the landlords

of the East began to demand money renis, which so burdened the serfs as {o make

hsf:ord » 190,

h9‘1‘?:19 Prussian Kings did attempt, though ineptly, to lessen the rigors of
serfdom, according to Hasek, op. cite., 20-22%

- In the years, 17 Frederick W1liam I had tried to abolish serf-
dom on the royal demesne lands in Prussia, Kammin and Pomerania, giving
peasants permanent possession and the right to purchase their tracts. The
peasants had to give up their right to obtain free wood of the King and
the rizht to receive support from the King in time of famine, Thess
disabilities caused great psasant distress, and the project was abandoned.
In 1722, Frederick William I decreed peasants should be allowed a hearing
on labor services. Then in 1738, he forbade the beating of serfs."

"Frederick the Great, in 1748, gave Silesian peasants on all estates
the right to purchase their freedom. In 1773, these rights were extended
to East Prussia, Ermeland and the Netze. By an edict of 1763, Prederick
abolished serfdom not only on his own royal demesne lands, but also on the
lande of lords and ecitlies in Pomerania. Here, howsver, resistance on the
part of the Pomeranian nobility forced the abandonment of the project.




51
it impossible for them to acocumlate enough money to buy their freedom. w50
Also, the payment of the land tax, from which nobles were exempt, fell totally
on the peasmnt hold!.ngs.sl It m@mt five or six thalers per year out of the
peasants ! meager incomes, adding to the obstacles in the way of serfs wishing
to purchase their freedom.

In view of Frederick's opinion of the funstion of the peasant in his state
his half-way policy in freeing the serfs can be understood, The serf had two
functions- to feed the army and to furnish it with manpower. Frederick feared
that the complete abolitioﬁ of serfdom would mean the destruction of his source
of soldiers., Hence he would never allow serfdom to die. The peasants, as well
as being virtual alav}aa to their lords were in abject subjection to the Kingj
peasants alons made up the lower ranks of the Prussian army. Alone among the
classes of Prussia, peasants were subjected to a thoroughgoing conscriptim,’

which was effioclent and diffieunlt to eluda.sz

Soﬂuek, 21,
SIFOI‘d, 191t

SzThore is a thorough description of the cantonal recruitment system in
Shanahan, op. cit., 17«55, passim:

In easence, Shanahan states that recruitment and training of
rogiments was under small administrative units, imown as contons.
Service was limited to Prussian subjects who were liable to tweniy years
of reserve duty. The reservists were required by law to say in their
own cantons..e.s By 1733, military conseription for the peasant class had
become an accepted obligation. In September, 1732, Frederick William I
had commanded a census be mads of all hearths, dwellings and villages in
the eastern provinces., This listing was the basis for the organization
of the cantons. The size of the cantons never variedjy they averaged
600=-800 hearths per infanitry regiment. There was no special
administrative office to draft the 1list of cantonal msnpower, except the
Church. Therefore clergymen, at christenings, had been ordered to note
the name of a male child, his father and his class. To prevent errors,
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As a man of the Enlightenment, Count de Mirabeau felt that the abolition

of serfdom was such a necessary step that he gave it top priority in the matter#
he advised Frederick William to take care of, It was the first recommendation
in a list of needed reforms. Frederick Wlliam was to seet

To the distribution of your immense domains among husbandmen, whom you
will supply with the sums they want and who will becoms real landholders,
and shall pay a perpetusal quick-rent in kind, and in order that y
revanues nay augment in proportion to the augmentation of wealth,

Mirabeau advocated bestowing lands on the serfs not only from humanitarian
motives, ;:ut from economic motives as well. He felt that agricultural
prodnction would increase if men owned their landsy hence govornment revenuas
would inerease. He accused Frederick of also knowing this. He wondered why
the Great King refrained from freeing the serfs:

How might this same king,s....at the time he settled new colonies by
granting them franchises and the right of property, the necessity of which
to agriculture he consequently knew, suffer the absurd regulation to
subsist which excludes all right of property in the greatest part of his
kingdom?.e.
ssseinstead of expending sums so vast in forming colonies, he would have
much more rapidly augmented his revenues, and the population of his
provinces, be enfranchising those wnfortunate beasts of burthen' /[ sic_/
who under human faﬁm, cultivate the earth, by distribuiing among them the
extensive tracts.5

on order of Prederick II dated July 23, 1767, clargymen were forbidden to
baptise more than one son of the same family with the same Christian nama.
If a peasant ran away from cantonal duty, his property would be cone-
fiscated, Aotual deserters who had already taken an oath to the colors
were liable to the death penalty. Bureaverats frequently complained, howe
ever, that officers would release cantonists for a fee.

SBIiraboau, Memorial to Frederick William, 422,
%Ibid" 5.
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He confronts Frederick with the question of why the "enlightened" King,

who knew better, retained manorialism, a system so repellent to the principles
of justice of the Enlightenment? Mirabeau, in a dispateh written on December
26, 1786 in the Secret History grasped the cbvious Frederician answer to this
querys
In war, there are no other means than those of courage or of
obedience, and obedience is an innate ides of the serf peasanty for which
reason the grand force of tgg Prussian army consists in the wnion of the
feudal and military system.
The very nature of Fredsrick's military tactices demanded utter disciplines,
"The men were drillad endlessly in forming three ranks and attacking the enemy
in his flank, obliquely.56 "Rigorous discipline was as much & part of training
as drill, for it was felt that the precise evolutions and fire power of the
line of infantry depended on the automatic response of the soldier to his
officerts commands.>7
The feudal debasement of a serf before a lord whose fields he nust work
without pay and whom he must consult before merrying tended to creat;e an
utterly obedient individual. This person, conditioned from childhood to obeying
would follow the commands of his officer by reflex., Individual initiative is a
handicap in close order drill, Frederick wanted automatons for soldiers;
manorialism produced automatons. Therefore, at heart, Frederick desired to

preserve the feudal system and manorialism. When Mirabeau stated "that the

Ssmrabem, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 33k.

Séstxanahm, 15, see also Jany, op. cit., 81-90 passim.
5T1bid., 15
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grand force of the Prussisn army consists in the union of the feudal and
military system," he displayed a deep understanding of Fredserick's policy toward
serfs.

Though he may have understood Frederick's reason for keeping marnprialism,
he expressed his disagreement with Frederick's rationale when he wrote:
"Far from dispersing men, a law of enfranchigement would but detain them in
what they would then call their GOOD COUNTRYs and which they would prefer to
land the most fertile."58

In short, if the serf owned his own ianda, he would love his "good admtryﬁ
and would willingly volunteer to defend it., The end of serfdom and conscriptiog
would create, according to Mirabeau a courageous citizen soldiery, superior to
Frederick's army of abject slaves,

Yet in spite of all this, Mirabesu's lstter of December 23, 1786,
expresses some seocond thought on the subject of the liberation of the serfss

Ist me add it will not be enough here to act like such or such a

Russian or Polich lord, and say-"You are enfranchised.” For the serfs

here will reply-"We are very much obliged to you for enfranchisement, but

we do not choose to be.free."« Or even to bestow lands gratuitously on thes

for they will answer "What would you have us do with land?"

+sesThe peasants have no examples of the possibility of existing in a statg

of independencej they think themselves certain of an asylum against hunger

and old age, in the domains of their tyrants and, if enfranchised, would

imagine themselves abandoned to an inhospitable world,sss.in which they
must be exposed to perish with cold and hunger.5?

58Hirabem1, Memorial to Frederick William, 399.

59w.rabeau, Saecret History of the Court of Berlin, 335.
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Serf resistance to enfranchisement had actually occurred in 1719~23, when
Frederick William I had attempted a partial emancipation of sarts.éo

These second thoughts on the abolition of serfdom are not a contradiction

of the Count's earlier positlon of peasant emancipation. Actually Mirabeaun, in

a note on the very same page, explains the soclological phenomenon that men
often act against their own interests:

Nen in a body must be led to act from motives of intsrest, which when
well understood are the best of motives. Nothing would be more easy than
t0 convince the peasantry of the largest empire, in a few years, of what

their true interest,...is, were not the majority of men, unfortunately,

incapable of looking far beyond the triﬂing wants, and the paltry passio

of the momt.6

Though Mirabeau sincerely desired the abolition of serfdom, Mirabeau real-

istically noted that serfs might resist such a reform due to lack of knowledge

as to what their trus interests wers.

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS AND FREEDOM OF RELIGION

Mirabeau recogniszed that Frederick had gone quite far in the direction of
a free press; nevertheless in the Memorial he advised Frederick William to go

8till farther than his predecessor lhad gones
They will tell you, S I R B, that with respesct to the freedom the

Press, you can add nothing at Berlin. But to abolish the censorship, of

itself so useless, and always so arblitrary, would be much....let not,

therefore, that absurd contract be geen in Prussia, which absolutely for-
bids foreign books to be égspmtsd s and subjects national publications to

so severe an inquisition.

60206k, 20-22.
Elyy rabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 335.

623 rabeau, Memorial to Frederick William, L09.

4,
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certainly Frederick, the friend of Voltaire, econtributed to Prussia a far freer
press than she had known in her earlier history. Frederick had writien: "If
newspapers are to be interesting, they must work without interferenca.“63
Treitschke called the Prussian Press "a free-spirited assembly motivated by the

image of a King who willingly recognized that he who reasons baest reasons far-

thest. "6’4

Yet a very contrary view was held by Lessing, who wrote as follows to
Nicolai in 17691

Do not ask me to think or write anything of your Berlin freedomj it
reduces itself simply to retailing as many foolish utterances about
religion as ones wishes, But only let someone write as freely of political
affairs as Somnenfelz has at Vienna, let him speak freely of the
aristoeratic court rabble on behalf of the rights of the subjecis, and
against extortion and despotism, as is done at present in France and
nanmkg Smd you will soon find out which is the most slavish country of
Europe. ' .

Another contemporary, Comte D'Eutemof, the French ambassador to Berlin, wrote i
Vergennes in 1786 on the arrival of Mirabeau in Berlin:
I think he wishes to settle in Berlin in order to get his letters
printed without interference. Here, as long as no compliments are paid to

the court of Vienna, he can criticise zith impunity God, the saints and all
Kings, including the King of Prussia.$ |

63Frederick the Great, as cited in Heinrich won Treltschke, History of
Gs}m in % ¢ Nineteenth Century, Tr. Eden and Cedar Paul, (London, Iﬁ; )
Volums I, »

SiTrida, 90.

'ésmaaing to Nicolal, cited in Hagemann, op. cit., LOl.

66D'Eatemo to Vergennes, cited in Gooch, Studies in German History, 77.
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Certainly, there prevailed at Berlin a far greater latitude toward the
Preas than prevailed at Paris, If D'Esterno thought Mirabeau had come to
Berlin to publish works he could not safely produce in France, it is self
evident that freedom of the Fress in Prussia was more advanced than in most
European states. Yet if Isssing felt thal certain subjects were proscribed to
the writer in the Prussian capital, obviously Prussian freedom of the press wes
limiteds Hence Mirabeau's position that Prussian freedom of the press was
quite advanced, but still in need of improvement appears as an acourate

analysis of the problem.
FREEDOM OF RELIGION

Tolsration was one of the centiral tenets of the enlightenment. Mirabeay
like Voltaire before him, felt deeply on this issue. In his Memorial to

Frederick William, he wrote:

But, 8 I R E, the great, first, and immediate operation which I
supplicate from Y OUR M AJES TY, in the name of your dearest
interest and glory, is a quick and formal declaration, accompanied with
all the awful characteriatics of sovereignty, that unlimited toleration
shall pravgj,l through your states, and they shall ever be open to all
religions,.

Mirabeau then commented favorably on the quality of toleration displayed by
Frederick the Greats

This act of beneficence, at the very commencement of your reign, will
make you surpass your illgatrioua predecessor, who was the most tolerant
prince that ever existed.®8

TMirabeau, Memorial to Frederick Villiam, L12.

68114, L12-3,

l
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In substantiation of the view which regards Frederick as the introducer of

tolerance into Prussia, Frederick's Marginal Resolution of 171;0,69 and the fact

that he allowed the Catholics of Berlin to construct the Hadwigskirehew are

often cited, Serious historians, however, doubt Frederick's role as innovator
of Prussian tolerance., The objective Von Ranke wrotes
The possession of the west Provinces, where the three beliefs had
long existed side by side was the example of greatest significance for the

Governunenteess

Frederick I had extended the status of subject to his Catholic inhabitants

of the Rhine provinces. Frederick William I had tolerated Catholicsj only

actual proselytizing activity was prohibited among them. Prederick wisely
wished to emulate his predecessors.’

Certainly, however, Frederick's toleration had a basis far different from
that of the earlier Hohenzollerns, Frederick is the only Hohenzollern who
definitely rejscted Protestantism.’? He felt the true ruler "would find
inspiration and guidance in an enlightened reason, infallible to all who sought
its truth, undimmed by affection and zm;mrm.:!.'aimu.'*73 The King who said,

"My only God is duty" had no religion.n He believed in the statement he

wm Marginal Resolution of 17hO, cited in leopold von Ranke, Zwolf
Bucher Preussischen Genschichte, Drei Masken Verlag, Muenchen, 1930, Band III,
323, statess

"All religions should be tolerated in the Prussian landsj each person may

be religious according to his own fashion,"

7Om'urm Gebhardt, Handbuch der leutschen Geschichte, herausgegeben von H.
Grundmann, 8te Auflage, Unlon Verlag, (Stuttgart, 1955), 279.

nvon Ranke, Zwolf Bucher Preussischen Censchichte, Band III, 323,

72J «AsRs Marriott and C.G. Robinson, The Evolution of Prussia, Clarendon
Preﬂs’ (Mcrd, 1915)’ 1180

Broid., 118,

Thppet tachke, 82.
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attributed to the King of Siam "that one might find happiness in all
religiom"‘?s Since religion was a matter of indifference to Fredsrick, he was
tolerant of all “superstitions."

Frederick would probably not allow Catholic priests to make conversion.

n76 Neverihew-

However, "it was the basis of his belief not to persecute peopls.
less, his tolerance did not extend far in permitting the Curia to exert

direction over the members of its mystical body.w When Rome tried to govern

7555881““: k23,

76iunke, Zwolf Bucher Preussischen Geschichte, Band III, 32k.

77Frmciacua Hanus, Church and State in Silesia, Catholic University Press
(washington, 19L4L) is a good account of Frederick's struggles with the
Silesian clergy.

The conclusions of Father Hanus's research, summarised on page 297 of his
book are that Frederick exercised a deciding influence in filling all the
bishophrics, as well as higher and lower Catholic Church positions in Silesia.
Moreover, the prelates of Prussia-Prince bishops, bishops, abbots, provosts and
cannons- unhesitatingly begged for a "nomination" from Frederick and his
SUCCessors.

The Roman Curia and the Pope knew of all this, but no one dared condemn th
practices, since it was felt greater harm would be prevented if Fredarick were
allowed his way. Hence Rome created no practical difficulties for Frederick.

Theoretically, Frederick clalmed to be summms episcopus of all the churcheg
of Prussia., He wished to appoint Silesian Prince Blshop Sinzendorf "general
vicar" of all Prussian Catholics.

——




60

1t8 Church in Silesia, Frederick felt it was stepping into the political sphers|
his spheres But even Father Hanus is quick to admit that "Frederick II allowed
tolerance free rein as far as the beliefs of the individval are ccncerned."?s

Since this was true, the enlightensd circles of Berlin among which
Mirabeau moved felt no Catholic problem existed. Therefore, Mirabeau never
specifically commented on Catholic toleration. Yet in the Memorial, when he
advised Frederick to proclaim a decree of "unlimited toleration", he advocated
a general tolerance which in its breadth ineludes Catholic toleration,

Possibly the very fact the Mirabeau felt the need of such a declaration of
freedom of religion in Frederician Prussia indicates a realization on his part
that Frederick(s freedom of religion was not total.,

Towards the Jews, desplite the professions on Frederickts part of toler-
ation, many types of discrimination were practiced. The Jews had to pay specia]
exiortionate taxes, and were excluded from the professions and the civil |
service.'’ In the cities of Prussia, special Jewish councils, led by the
Rabbis, administered local affairs of the dhetto and took care of tax enforce-
memt.ea Jewigh Orthodox leaders were adamant against weakening the sacred

dogmaj hence they wers conditioned against any Jewish emancipation momnt.al

78&1_(1.: 3546 passim.

79H. Braunschwig, "L'Aufklarung et le movement Philosemite", Annalles
historique de la Revolution francaise, (Sept., Oct., 1935) 50.

80114, 50.
8lm4., 50.

v
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Neverthelesa, in the Eighteenth Centwury, a small minority of well-to-do
Jows were playing an increasing role in the financial affairs of Prussia.
These were secular in spirit. "As men of the Fnlightenment, they abhorred the

82

Ghetto which denied its denizens the Rights of Man." Jews such as Moses

Mendelssohn challenged the diseriminatory regulations. Personally, the
emancipated Jews adopted the customs, aspirations, language and dress of
Germany. Jewesses such as Rahel levin held salons in Berlin which closely
resembled the avant garde salons of Paris.83

In 211 fairness to Frederick, it mst be said he did not hold pogroms; in
this sense he did not persecute Jews any more than he did Catholics., But he
deapised the Jews, like his father before him, "as enemies of the small

8L

Christian business man." This explains the exiortionate taxes, the pro-

hivitions against Jews owning land, and the closing of the civil service to
Jews.

When he discussed the Jewish question, Count Mirabeau used strong,
aemotional language to secure the success of a cause he was deeply committed to:

Publish an edict which shall grant clvil liberties to the JewS.eee
Free them from those additional taxes by which they are oppressed. OCive
them access to the courts of justice equal to your other subjects by
depriving their Rabbis of all civil suthorityeees

Shew them that your respect for religion equals your respect for the
Oreat Creator, and that you are far from desiring to prescribe laws

82114., 51-2.

83m1d., 524
Bhrhid., 50.
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concerning the manner in which he ought to be worshipped. Prove that,
be your philosophic or religious opinions what they may, you make no
pre %na to the absurd tyrannical right of imposing opinions upon
others.

Mirabeau argued that Jewish emancipation would have beneficial effacts upon
Prussias

Nor shall this excess of heneficence, at the very commencement of
your reign, be without its reward. Exclusive of the numerous increase to
population, and the large cspitals which Prussia will infallibly acquire,
at the expence of other countries, the Jews of the second generation will
become good and useful citizens. To effect this they need but be
encouraged i.g the mschanic arts and agriculture, which to them are
interdicted, 0

It was dus to his relationship with Dohm and Nicolai that Mirsbeau became
interested in this problem. He shows a close knowledge of the disabilities of
the Jews, and their plight. There is an overtone of physiocracy in Mirabeau's
belief that by the removal of restraints on racial groups, they become free to
achieve their natural level, to the benefit of the country which emancipates

them.
PRUSSIAN MERCANTILISM

All of the various elements which went together to constitute Frederick's
mercantilist economy grated deeply against the son of a founding father of
Physiocracy. Mirabeau pere had transmitted to his son his eager interest in

economics, As Mirabeau understood it, his mission was "to overturn the

85yt rabeau, Memorial to Frederick William, L12.

86000&1 s Studies in German History, 73.
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prevailing heresy of mercantilism and replace it with the sysiem of
maiocracy."87 As early as 1777, in his brochure, The International Organ-

jzation of heemugm, Mirabeau had advocated a thoroughgoing free trade.ag

In this work, he expressed views as to the usslessness of protected industries;
he saw great harm progressing out of economic monopolies. Therefore, it waa
inevitable that Mirabeau would not care for the mercantilistic state established
by Frederick. He bitterly condemned the economic policies of Frederick in the
Memorial to Frederick Williams

It is a most remarkable thing that a man like youwr predecessor,
distinguished for extreme justness of understanding, should have embraced
an oeconomical and political sysiem so radically vicioua.-Indirect taxss,
extravagant prohibitions, regulations of every kind, exclusive privileges,
monopolies gbwout number! Such was the spirit of his domestic
government,

Towards the end of the seventeenth century, the cameralist é.nd mercantilisq
theories of economics had invaded Prussia, which was stirongly influenced by
the state-capitalism of France under Colbert.’0 Cameralist and mercantilist
theories well suited Fraderick's pre-17L0 education; though Frederick was
strongly under French cultural influences, the Physiocracy of Dr. Qt;esw and

87Gooch, Studies in German History, 73.

eaRai.uner is of the belief that Mirabeau was not a physiocrat at all, but
rather just an ardent free~trader. Thus he would account for Mirabeau's
deviations from many of the tenets of orthodox Physiocracy.

89lﬂ.rabom, Memorial to Frederick William, L13.

900ebhardt, II, LO9~10.
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Mirabeau pere did not attract his mterost.91 His economic views paralleled

those of the Eighteenth Century cameralist, Von Justice.92

Frederick found
canmeralist thought quite compatible with his own views since "cameralism
accepted monarchial government with the monarch as legislator and protector of
the state."”3 Extensive regulation of all activities in the state in order to
obtain favorable balances of trade was another principle of cameralism which
attracted Frederick,

After the Peace of Hubertusburg, Frederick felt that depopulation was a
gerious Prussian problem. He decided to use all possible means of state aid in
order to repopulate his ocountry be a rebullding program. Hertzberg supplies thT

rationale guiding this Retablisement:

It is at present genscrally agreed that a great population in a state
forms the principle basis of iis power, when a wise government knows how
to derive its advantages therefrom, by procuring the necessary employment
and subsistence for Lts subjectBeee.

1
9 Ibi.d., th.

927here is an excellent summary of Von Justic's theory in Hasek, Ope cite,
"The purpose of all transactions is to establish an expansion of goods
produced within the country. The ultimate proof a country is advancing is
that 'more gold and silver come into a country than go out.! Therefore to|
further the commerce of the state and inerease the inflow of precious mnta#,
all means at the disposal of the state are to be employed. These include:
(1) Organisation of new industries; (2) Development and protection of
trading companies; (3) The wise use of tariff barriers; and (4) The
organization of bureaus of commerce in order to coordinate information in
manufacture and commeroce."

931oid., Ll.
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The greater number of individuals there are who Jointly endeaver to
promote prosperity, the more gﬁana does the country have of inereasing
the sum of general happiness.
In line with these principles, a massive colonization program was founded by they
95

State, snd an increase in population did result. The colonization program
attempted and brought to fruition land-clearance projeata.96 To forward the
objects of reconstruction, financial aid was given needy Junkerc.97 In short,
the cameralist viewpoint was gi?éan embodiment in Frederician Prussia.

To Mirabeau, colonization projects directed by the government were a study

in misdirected effort:

: 9hcraf Ewald von Herisberg, Two Discourses Delivered at Public Meetings of
the Royal Academy at Berlin, (london, 1786), Oh.

9scredence nmat; be given to the works of contemporaries of Mirabeau.

Hertaberg, op. glt., 1l=21 reports:

In toto, 43,000 new families were settled in these areas which had
fallen into decay, as well as in new aress, developed near the mouths of
rivers, If five pereons be computed per family, the increase in
population through coloniszation is 215,000 subjects.

96Ra1ph Flenley, in Modern German matbgy, on pages 72-3 states}
"In the provincs of West Prussia, new lands were provided for
settlers by draining and damming rivers, as was done in the Oder Basin.”

971n the book of Graf Hertzberg, an example of these grants-in-aid is
given, pages 1421, passims
"'he King advanced to landholders several million crowns to help
them clear and improve their estates. These are either a free donation,
or run, at a long term, at a rate of 1% to 2% interest." Flenley,
%2. clt., 72, states that these funds were lent by special organizations
ounded especially for this purpose called the Landschaften.
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How was it that he / Frederick 7 did not feel that, instead of expending
sums so vast in forming colonies, he would have much more rapidly augmented
his revenues and the population of his provinces, by enfranchising those
unfortypate beasts of burthen / sic_7/ who under human form, cultivate the
Barth.

The Count does not deny that the population was increased by the colonisation
projects, but he does believe it would have been more avgmented had the money
been saved and the serfs freed. Some historians disagree with Mirabeau on this
point. Ieo Gershoy praises the colonization programs
The greatest single accomplishment was the draining and recovery for
cultivation of the swampy area along the lower Oder River, and its settle-
ment by 50,000 colonists., Drawing upon his dwindling metallic reserves,

Frederick disbursed millions of thalers to succor devastated areas. All

told, the ruler settled soms 57,475 families, or roughly 300,000 individualp

on Prussian territory. Rivers were dredged, dams were built, swamps were
drained, dead forests cleared, and young firs and pines planted.

On the other hand, many historians agree with Mirabeau and characterize
Frederician coclonigzation attempts as futile, since Frederick did nothing to
renedy that fatal defect in the Prussian state, the caste system. Marriott and
Robinson says

A defect in Frederick's system was yt.hat nothing was done to free the

‘organization of socisty, or the machinery of produstion, dis'oribuﬁ.onlwd
congsumption from the dead and mortifying fetters of the caste system.

984 rabeau, Memorial to Frederick William, L1,

991»0 Gershoy, From Despotism to Revolution, "Rise of Modern Europe'",
Harpers, (New York, 5 Volume 10, 0.

100ygrriott and Robinson, 1hlL.
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Mirabean was perhaps too extreme in decorying the colonization projects, whose
worth cannot be altogether deniedj yet his hostorical judgment was accurate in
that he ssw that Frederick put off necessary fundamental reforms in order to
forward these projects. To this extent, his criticism of the colonization
projects was justified. The conflict bejtween mercantilism and physiocracy can
perhaps best be seen in the contrasting attitudes of Mirabeau and Count Herts-
berg on the subject of Fredericts establishment at Berlin of the silk industry.

INDUSTRY

Some historians hold that all of Frederick's attempts 1o establish
domestic industries were fn’eila.]m‘ Others praise ihe Frederician efforts at
founding nmxm;t‘atﬂ:ux'et’.m2 The proponent of Frederick's silk scheme, Hertzberg,
advanced the following argumentss '

{

m]'Ibi.d.., 14L. Marriott and Hobinson state:

The experiments in the levant Company, the Herring monopoly, and
in the Marine Insurance (Seehandlung) proved failures. Frederick's
policy, in fact, sterilised individual initiative, it taught indusiry
to rely wholly on state inspiration and assistancet.ese

But men will remaln obstinate and stupid if a system denies the
condi tions indispensable for free action and requires them to cease to
think and merely to absorb the thought that is imposed on them.

1021:1 contrast to the view of Marriott and Robeinson, William John Rose in
Drama of Upper Silesia, (Battleboro, Vt., 1936), 36 saysi
Before the Prussians came into Silesia, there were only twelve
steel furnaces....A Royal edioct of 1769 exempted iron ore from the
category of public property. This aroused landowners to assay their
estates for iron and coals this edict gave impetus to Silesian
industrialization.
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Before Frederick, no silk was made at Berlin. Now /1786 7/, 5000
workers are employed manufacturing silk worth 2,000,000 imperial crowns peﬂ
year. Of this silk, 500,000 crown's worth are annually exportedesss

The King protects and encourages masnufacturers, especially by lending
them large sums of mONeYs+...A great part of the silk at Berlin and
Potsdam is equal to / that quality of_/ that of France.

In Letter LVIII of the Secret History of the Court of Berlin Mirabeau

presents the following arguments which have been paraphrased by the writer of
this 1:.‘110035.::31oh

Though the raw materials cost Berlin manufacturers no more than
Iyonnaise mamufacturers, though the Cerman worker is more industrious than
the Lyonnaise worker, though labor costs are equal in Lyons and Berlin,
though the Berlin mamufacturer has a three to five advantage over French
traders at the Frankfort/Oder fair,- in spite of all these advantages, the
Berlin silk makers cannot meet the competition of Iyons,

Mirabeau camnot explain whether a defsect in government, incapacity du#
to poverty of the Berlin workers, or ignorance on the part of the Cerman
manufacturers is to blame, But the fact remsains that German customers
prefer the good French silks to those the Monopely force them to buy. In
fact, the Berlin mapufacturers themselves smggle to mset the market
demands for French silk. He says that smuggling accounts for 1/3 of the
silk used in Prussia.

The reason for smuggling is that Prussian silk is so poorly spun that
it is hard to work in fine looms; however Berlin silk, being cheap and
strong, makes better silk stockings than Lyonnaise stockings. This is
because of the fact that at Lyons only rejected silk, silk not good enough
for cloth, is used for stockings,

Mirabesu concludes that the ﬁontixmance of the silk manufacturing
subsidies is ruinous for Prussia. This is so because not even an annual
bounty of 6,000 thalers paid Berlin master weavers, nor the prohibition
against Iyonnaise ailké will permit the Berlin weavers to overcome the

competition of Lyons

103gertabery, 26=8.

10y rabean, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 321-h. Since this
material is a bit involved in 1ts original form, the author felt a paraphrm
would make Mirabeau's position clearer.

1051,14., 3214, passim.
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In thelr opposing arguments about the worth of the silk trade, Hertzberg
points out the fact that an export for Prussia worth 500,000 thalers, plus
employment for 5000 workers, has been created. Mirabeau admits these contentim?
of Hertzberg, but answers that a subsidy of "forty six thousand rix dollars®,
plus the prohibition of Lyonnaise silk will not allow the Berlin silk makers to
meet Iyormaise competition. Prussians prefer the French silks, Mirabeau
contends, because the Berliners:

so 11l understand the a{&of spinning ityeeethat it is with difficulty
worked in the silkloom.

Hertsberg denies these implications of inferiority of Prussian Potsdam is equal
to that of France. n107 The implicstion is that some of the silk produced in
Berlin is inferior to that of Iyons., No one will ever be able to resolve
whether Herts&rg ts or Mirabeau's figures on Berlin silk production are
mcurata.ms But subsequent history seems to bear out the view of Mirabeau on
the futility of expenditures for building up a Berlin silk industry, for the
Berlin silk industry disappeared completely during the Napoleonic wara«lo?

The Nineteenth Century German economist, Guatav Schmoeller admi.ta the

106 h1d., 323,

107 gortaberg, 28.

malltrabeau, on page 323 of the Secret History lists for Berlin an amnual
production of 980,000 Berliner ells. Rertzberg, op. cit., 26, gives the 1784
production as 1,200,250 Berliner ells.

logGuatav Schmoeller, "The Mercantlile System", a chapter from Studien uber
die Wirtschaftliche Politik Friedrichs des Grossen, (New York, 1896), 89.
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argument, from history, but tries to explain it away:
The fact that the industry disappeared in the 19th Century is to the

freatrader proof that the Frederician investment was a total loss. But
the 2,000,000 crowns were an expenditure for education, which engrafted

onto Berlin those customs and manners of industry without which an industri

a8l state cannot survive. In the backward feudal towns of Prussia, both
entirepreneurs and workmen were non-existant. It is significant that the
factors of the silk trade, in the beginning, were Frenchmen and Jews, whil
the workers were strictly ILyonnaise and Italian. The immigration of T
forelign experts to start a new ngstry is a condition precedsnt to the
commencement of a new industry.

111 in order to educate

Schmoeller concluded "state action was imperative"
Prussians to the ways of industry, Of course, Fredsrick'!s object in his
activities in the silk industry was to establish a silk manufacture in Berlinj
his object was not one of industrial education.

A modern Ameriocasn, Hasek, agrees with Schmoeller that state Qction was
imperative, but his reasons sesm more compellingi

Without state action, it was unlikely that industry would ever have
begun in Prussia. Capital was lacking. Prussia did not have businessmen
who had made fortunes in the colonial trade as had France, England and

Holland, whose businﬂ!m had to seek industrial investments for capital
in their possession. o

%

nol'bid. s 89+ Schmoeller defeats his own argument by clarifying the fact
that Frederlck specifically wanted a silk industry, and had no interest in
providing industrial education for the entrepreneurs and workmen of Berlin:

"Since ths Van der Leyen brothers would not move their silk works from
Krefeldt, Frederick, to establish a silk trade in Berlin, spent more than two
million crowns. This was more than he spent on any other branch of industry.”

Mr4., 0,

uzﬁaaek s 30«2,
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Hasek's viewpoint seems convincing. In lands such as Prussia, nations which
had never developed overseas colonles, no private sources of capital existed
such as there were in nations whose businessmen had made colonial profits and
sought new fields for inveetment.m Modern Kevnesian economic theory dictates
state action in investment when sources of private capital are dried up, too
conservative or non-sxistant. It is diffiocult to see how Prussian industry
could have originated without state action.

But Mirabeau, as a physiocrat, felt industry secondary to agriculture in
importance; hence he concluded that "unnatural" aide to industry were taxing
one class to support another. To him, astate aids wepe utterly useless:

When you have examined whether those manufactures, which can never
support a foreign rivalship, deserve 10 be encouraged at an expense so
heavy, prohibitions will then presently vanish from your states. The
linens of Silesia were never otherwise favored than by exsmpting the
weavers from military enrollments and of all the objects of Prussian trade
these linens are the most importantesss

You will enfranchise all, S I R E, and will grant no more exclusive
privileges., Those who demand them are generally either knaves or foolsj
and to acquiesce in their requests is the surest method of strangling
industrye.seeThe most magnificent, as well as the most certﬂ.ﬁ, means of
possessing every thing nature bestows is freedom, S I R E, .

Mirabsau believed complete freedom of trade to be the key to the develop
ment of industry. Hence he felt govermment grants-in-aid to industry futile,

and prohibitions and protections, strangling. In pursuing his theory, however,

113Data as to the lateness of the establishment of sources of capital in
Germany 13 cited by Hasek, page 28, He relates that the first bank in Berlin
was established at Berlin by Calzabigl as late as 17653 its capital was eight
million thalers.

14y vabeau, Hemorial to Frederick William, li35-6.




72
he overlooked differences between Prussia and the colonial countries. With
their colonial profits, the business men of these nations had ample capital to
invest in new indusiries. For these countries, state aid was not essential for
beginning industrialization. Prussia had no colonies and hence, no capitalistsj
since private capital did not exist for investment in infant manufactures, statq
aid was a prerequisite for starting an industrial economy. Therefore,
Mirabeau's condemnation of Frederick's encouragement of industry was an in-
correct judgment on his part; it was due to the fact that he was too dogmatic

in cleaving to his doctrins of Physiocracy.
ABOLITION OF THE TOBACCO AND COFFEE MONOPOLY

Until 1767, the burden of taxation had fallen mostly upon the Prussian
peasantry, but Frederick's post war colonization projects required new govern-
ment sources of revenus, In 1767, in the midst of a deep economic depression,
Frederick proposed to his (General mractory a program of indirect taxea; to be
levied primarily against the bourgeoisie. > When the General Directory re-
fused to cooperate Frederick established the tax collecting machinery as a
branch of the govermment independent of the General Directory.’l® mhis new
governmental department, the Regle acted as tax farmers. They bought at a

discount from the government all due receipts; then they proceedsd to collect

ns&oscnberg, 355.
1161b1d¢, 155. See also Hasek, 15.
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the receipts at a profit. They alsc administered on the same basis the beer,

17 Entirely French in personnel, the

salt, tobacco and coffee monopolies.
Regie employed the latest French devices to raise taxes and monopoly prices.

They also resorted to transit tolls, high tariffs and prohibition of articles
which competed with their monopolies. The overall result of all this was to

depress trada.ua

Gershoy cites figures which show the effect of the Regie practices on

Prussian foreign trades

Year Exports Importis
1752 22,000,000 thalers 17,000,000 thalers
1781 1,800,000 * goo,000 n 119

Always the free-trader and Physiocrat, Mirabeavw strongly condemned the
monopolies and the prohibitions of foreign products:
Who can reflect without pain that four hundred and twelve monopolies

exist in your Kingdom?....0r that, in fine, the number of pmhibit.eg
commodities greatly exceeds that of commodities that are permitted. 20

llTGershoy » 856, : '

uacontemorary accounts deplored the decline in Prussian trade. A letter
written by Von Dohm is quoted by Werner Hagemann, op. cit., pages 120-2:

"The carters and watermen took any route by which they might avoid
entering Prussian territory. In view of the extortions, and the delays
they preferred a far longer and more expensive route, if only they did
not cross into Prussia,"

n the same page, Hagemann cites the diary of Luchessini, an envoy
of Frederick, who salds

- "The King's trade policies aim at controlling the trade of every
single individual. The King issued a decree prohibiting the sale of
eggs from Bohemia in his states."

lwﬂerahey, 8s5.
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In the Memorial to Frederick William Mirabeau demanded the setting aside
of the practice of charging transit tolls:

You will firmly and invariably determine on the system of favouring,
by every possible means, the transit trade...The impositions, and minute
exactions, which are occasioned by the manner of levying duties on this
trade,...has produced this fatal effect that the Poles, who formerly
carried on a very considerable trads at Frankfort, and at Breslsau, at
present totally avoid both plaoea.l 1

He called upon Frederick William to do away with the indirect taxes on

commodi ties consumad by the bourgeocisie. He proposed the replacement of these
taxes with a land tax, from which the nobility would not be exempt! He advised
Frederick William | |

To the due lowering (till such time as they may be wholly abolished)
of indirect taxes, excise duties, customs, &c.....S5uch disastrous taxes
might likewise find substitute in the natural and just incrf”e of direct
taxes, as on land, from which no estate should be freeyees.

Mirabssu thus demanded for the Prussians relief from monopolies as well as
from other noxious Regle practices. But he insisted that programs for the
alleviation of both monopolies and of indirect taxes provide substitute revenuo&
for the government. As a substitute for the loss in revenue from the
suppression of indirect taxes, he proposed a land tax to which nobles should be
subjects As 2 substitute for the loss in revenue from the abolition of the
monopolies, he suggested voluntary contributions by the merchantst

To you S I R E, is reserved the real and singular honor of abolishing
monopolies, which are no less injurious to good sense than 10 equity.ees

The Prussian merchants, incited by the example of monopolizing companies..
have made some progress despite every / monopoly / effort to stifle their

.

120y rabeau, Memorisl to Frederick William, L16.

1201,44., L33,
121p4d., b22.
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industry....and these merchants, by veoluntary contributions, will afford a

substitute for a part of the deficiency which the new aystem may, at first

occasion, in your revenues,

Frederick ¥William wished to remove Regie oppression from the Prussian
peoples The sentiment which motivated this desire was universalj certainly
Mirabeau's Memorial had no effect in influencing this decision. However, since
the new King was unwilling to adopt the expedient of abolishing the noble tax
exemption, he found great difficulties in securing substitutes for the lost re-
venues, |

The Tobacco and Coffee monopoly, long adminiatered by the Regie, clearly
was a prime source of Prussian government revenus. In the fiscal year, 1785~
6, it hadeollected 2,605,699 thalera‘lzh In order to win popularity for his
reign, Frederick William felt the abolition of the Coffee and Tobacso monopoly
essential, but it was difficult for the King to come by substitute revenues,
because he feared frightening amy segment of the opoulation by the imposition of
new (axes so early in the raign.ms Therefore, on August 28, 1786, he appointe
ed a Toll and Excise Reform Commission, ch;a.i,red by Minister wvon Werder, to
examine the prcﬂ:].mn.l;"6 Beyer, a member of this Commission worked ocut a planm,

and presented it to Von Werder, The scheme of Beyer, which became known as the

mSIbidO’ l‘jh‘SQ
12hp1111pson, 102,
1251bid., 102.

126144,
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Werder Plan, was embodied in a Cabinet Order of November 11, 1786 which stateds
The yield of the Tobaceo and Coffee monopoly per year was 1,965,867
thalersy it will be replaced by a uniform and light consumers' excise on
coffee and tobacco. Each excise will be set so low that smpgling will
be unprofitablecese
The revenue of the Monopoly will be replaced by a direct capitation tax.
Under this tax, there will be three great divisionss first, that of the
royal military servants, civil servants and courtiers; second,_ that of the
merchants, artisans and all burghers; third, that of peasanta.wf
As soon as it was announced, opposition to the plan developed in the 4}
General Directory. The opposition was led by Minister von Schulenberg-Ka!mert?:
Though at first he had favored the Werder Plan, later Schulenberg-Kshnert began
to feel that any elation on the part of the people at the abolition of the
Coffee and Tobacco monopoly would be overcoms by thelr resentment against the
capitation tax. Minister von Heinitz alsoc opposed the reforms. In a memorial

| to the King, dated November 23, 1786 von Heinitsz wrote that he opposed the

capitation tax scheme of the Werder Flan because under it, peasants would be
nit.1? The tax on coffea and tobacco, at least, had had light incidence
against peasants; it was a luxury tax on the bourgeoisie. Also he gppcsod the
replacement of the lost revenues by the imposition of a tax which helped the

wealthy bourgeoisie and hurt the peaaanta.no

127Kabinqtt_aordro von 11 November, 1786, cited in Phillipson, 112,

12801 page 11, op. cit., Fhillipson describes Schulenberg-Kehnert as ihe
energetic president of both the Seehandlung monopoly and the Prussian State
Bank. ’

129 1hid., 11k
130mpi4.
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In addition, there was the problem of what to do with the shareholders of
the Coffee and Tobacco monopoly who had bought their shares in good faith.
Phillipson comments on this issues

The stockholders of the Coffee and Tobacco Monopoly had been guar-
anteed an 11% return on their money. The Werder Plan provided them with
three options. They could immediately withdraw their capitalj if they did
so, they would receive no interest. If they did noit care for this option,
they could exchange their stock certificates for shares dus in 1792, bear-
ing a 6% return. If this appeared too speculative, they could accept
cartificates upon which capital would be annually reggid; these
certificates would bear only a rate of 2% per annum.

Mirabegu desired the abolition of monopolies but ixe had little sympathy
for headstirong, thoughtless achemes, In the Memorial, hes had advised Frederick
wWilliam as followss

There are doubtless a multitude of good, useful, necessary, and even
urgent things, which it will be impossible you should immediately e:neﬂ?.
You must first learn them, mmst combine them and leave them to ripen.

Hence the Count showed great dissatisfaction with the Werder Plan when he wrote

in the Secret History on November 18, 1786:

But how will they find a substitute for this revenue? A capitat.:lon
tax is spoken of, and is certainly under deliberation.

In the collection of this odious tax which sets a price on the right
of existence, the tobacco excisemen are to be employed....But the
proselytes to, and even the apostles of, this project do not estimate the
tax at more than two millions of crowns, annually; which sum is the
product of the tobacco and eoffee monopoly united, but which scarcely will
supply the deficiency...and those who understand calculation in finance »
will be igseful not to estimate a tax equally productive in figures and in
reality.

lps4., 112,
1324 rabeau, Memorial to Frederick William, 396.

133mrabaau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 247-8.
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On principle, Mirabeau opposed the capitation tax, just as did Schulenbergs
Kehnert and Heinltsz, as a tax on existence and on the poor. Further, he
challenged the Werder Plan as being incapable of renlacing the sums lost by the
suppression of the monopolies. By implication, he declared the leadership of
the Toll and Excise Reform Commission to be incompetent, In discussing the
problem of the shareholders of the suppressed monopoly, Mirabeau further
develops this theme:

Shares in the Tobacco company originally cost a thousand crowns, and
brought in eleven per cent; the price afterwards rose to fourteen hundred
crowns, The contract granted by the late King was to be in force until t
year 1793. Should the king buy these shares at a thousand ocrowns each,
this would bs unjust; since they have bgen purchased at fourteen hundred,
on the faith of a contract of which seven years are unexpired, If he
ghould pay interest on them, at the rate of eight per cent, til the year
1794, he must then becoms a loser. Would it not have been better not to
have made any change till the igﬁtract ghould expire of itselfj or till he
had found a proper substitute?

Gabriel justly criticized the household and the councillors of the King ro$
their fluctuation of ideas on the subject of suppressing the monopolies without
finding a serious replacement for the revenues the state would lose. He is
praised for this acuteness by the dispassionate critiec. Welschinger, who rarely
praised himi

He / Mirabeau / is correct in saying that if they could noi forssee
the problems in the first place, they are not clever enough to deal with
economics, and should not take on the responsibility of abolishinf ghe
monopolies now. All Mirabeau says about finances is very astute. 3

This tribute by a critical sditor of the Secret History confirms Mirabeau'#

13h1bid., 262-3.

135Henri TWelschinger, La Mission secrete de Mirabsau a Berlin, (1786-1787) 4
Paris, 1900}
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findings that the plans of von Werder were headlong and thoughtless. Revenue
losses to the state, as well as the claims of monopoly stockholders were
jgnored by vén Werder. The capitation tax was not only unwise at the beginning
of a new reign, but it also ignored the obvious solution to Prussia's revenus
problem, the repeal of the noble tax exemption. The Count's analysis of this
problem was quite accurate. Perhaps, honver, some of the enthusiasm for head-
long abolition of monopolies came from the Committes of Merchants, consulted by
the Commission to find a soluti.on.né

For reasons such as this Frederick William, desirous of winning popularity,

13 6mcord1ng to Phillipson, op. cit., 107-113, ten years earlier, Justus
Moser, in his Patriotischen Phantasien had advocated abasolute free trade. His
disciple, Professor Struensee had spread thesse ideas while serving as governor
of Silesia for Frederick II.

The Merchants Committee, when consulted, put forth revolutionary proposals
in the direction of free trade. The Breslauer merchants demanded the dissolu-
tion date of the Coffee and Tobacco Monopoly be advanced to May 11, 1787. The
Commi.ttee then proposed complete free entry of all foreign goods into Prussia.
They demanded freedom from all visitations from Tax Officials. On the other
side of the coin, the Committee called for sironger laws against smuggling.

The summoning of the Merchants Committee itself was quite revolutionary.
Mirabeau wrote in the Secret History, 268: "The Committee of Merchants are
astonished to have been onnsulted in affairs of statey such was not the custom
Of Frederick."
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wished the Genseral Directory to go along with the Werder Plan. He decided to
take action against Ministers who opposed the scheme for monopoly abolition and
the capltation tax, In late November, he insulted Minister Schulenberg-Kehnert
by appointing the old, insignificant Gaudi as co-commissioner with Schulenberg-
Kehnert of the Tochco and Coffee Administration for its remaining 11 fe 137
when Schulenberg-Kehnert offered his resignation, the King accepted its the

Ninister was dismissed in full dishonor, without pensi.omna This move was

meant to frighten the opposition in the General Directory into acceptance of th
Werder Flan. A relative of the dishonored Minister, Schulenberg-Blomberg fille}
the vacancys to the amazement of the King, however, the new Minister joined the
insurgent bloc in the General Directory. Thus, Frederick Willism was forced to
retreat when the four opposing Ministers of the General Directory, von
Blumenthal, von Heinitz, von Arnim and von Schulenbsrg~Blomberg sent the King a
stubborn memorial advising him not to abolish the monopolies.l39

137?!1111193011, 11k, | . | )
138mp14., 11k,

1391t 1s stated by Phillipson, op. cit., pages 116-18, that this memorial
reasoned that under the Werder Plan, the entire state housshold would be
financed by direct taxation, which would seem to many inhabitants a deprivation
of their rights. Tobacco and coffee taxes were not so unbearable s burden,
since each person pald according to his consumption. As the poor do not buy
tobacco and coffee, the impact of the monopolies hit in a more or less graduated
proportion to income. The capitation tax, on the other hand would favor the
burghers and put more of the tax burden on peasants, since nobles would be
exempt from the capitation.

L
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By Christmas of 1786, Prederick William was willing to accept a compromise
To end the impasse and the opposition of the Heinitz faction, he gave up his
demand for a capltation tax as long as the Coffee and Tobacco monopolies were
gbolished, Thié compromis: secured agreement from the General Direct,ory.lho
Moreover, this final arrangement released Prussians from the Tobacco and Coffee
monopoly, but it failed to secure a substitute forv the lost income of the
government. This revenue loss is a possible factor in the eventunal financial
difficulty of the government of Frederick William,

Mirabeau followed the struggle between the King and his Ministers with
avid interest: his analysis of this factional struggle 1s quite accurate. On
December 5, 1786, ha rscorded the significant dismissal of Schulenberg-Kehnert,
leader of the oppoéi.fﬁfbn to the Werder Plan:

The Minister Schulenberg / sic_/, after having twice demanded his
dismission, has finally obtained it, without a pension. This i3 severe,
but the ex-minister is adroit....He thought himself immovable because he
was necessary, and hqpol that this necessity will surmount the cmla by
which he was driven from hiz post. Perhaps he decelives himself,

On December 21, 1786, Mirabeau reported lﬂniator Heinitz's memorial to the King
as saying:

"It is my duty to inform you that the projected capitation tax will
alisnate the subjects and thia proves that the new regulators of finance

WOrpi4,, 11k,

muirabeau, Secret History of ihe Court of Berlin, 291-2,
142




abolition of monopolies was dear to his heart. But he objected to the

amateurish manner in which the entire project was handled:

82

are little wraeg ién public business".....The King replied, "I thank you,"
and did nothing.ll

Mirabeau sympathized with the ends of the King and the Werder Plan; the

Heaven forbid I should pretend such diffioculties ought not to be
surmounted! Improvement would then never be accomplished. But they ought
to have been foreseen, which they have notj; so that the public only sees,
in this suppression, a real evil in return for an unasked good....But may
all this vanish by a simple act of volition? Impossible; without produc

convulsions in the state. Woe to him who pulls down without precaution.*44
The King h#d wished to gain popularity from the abolition of the monopolie
Alarmed by th- Heinitz letter, the Cabinet split, and the public dislike of the

Capitation Tax, he began to share the view of Mirabeau as to the financlal

incapacity of the prommlgators of the Werder Plan. Mirabeau described this tur#

in the Roval attitude in the letter of December 5, 17861

4

cabinet split in the General Directarys

The plan for the capitation tax was represented to the Xing as & kind
of voluntary act, and which the people themselves would meet half wayj but
informed of the public disgust this project had occasioned, alarmed by the
rumour, and heated by the latter of Heinitg, he told “erder-"People ought
not to meddle with matters they do not understand"- (Take good.note that
this he said to his Minister of finance)....Werder excused himself in the
best manner he could, by saylng thes plan did not originate with him (in
fact the project m Beyer's), as if he had not appropriated it by

apmroving iteseee
The Count recognized the fact that the Capitation Tax Plan had caused a

W2 4,, 290,
3, , 263.
Ubretq,, 293.

— .
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Four ministers are in opposition to two, and the seventh remains
neuter, Messrs. Gaudl and Werder, who keep shifting the helm of finance,
are counterfﬁged by Messieurs Heinitz, Arnim, Schulemberg / sis_/, and

Blumenthal.

Mirabeau had deplored the financial advisers of the King who could have
sclved the problem of revenues lost from the abolition of the Tobacco and
Coffee Monopoly by eliminating the noble tax exemption. After the Toll and
Excise Reform Commission had abandoned the Werder Plan for a Capitation Tax the
final compromise plan adopted by j;he Commission and the General Directory
involved abolition without scouring substitute revenues, In this sort of
ineptness, Gabriel clearly saw the shape of Prussiats futuret

Never did a kingdom announce a more speedy decline. ' The means of
receipt are diminished, the expenses are multiplied, principles are
despised, the public opinion sported with, the army enfeebled ihghe very
few people who are capable of being employed are discouraged.

Mirabeau was sure that this incapable sort of rule would never have existed
under Frederick the Greats

Two thirds of Berlin at present are violently declaiming, in order to
prove that Prederick II was a man of common, and almost of mean capacity.

Ah! could his large eves, which obedient to his wishes seduced oOr terrifieh

the human heart, could they be but for a moment open, where would theﬁ

ideot [ aic_] parasites find courage sufficient to expire with shame, 7

Though PFrederick William had followed the advice of Mirabeau in the

economi.c area and had abolished some monopolies, he was unwilling to follow the

W54, 368.

W61p14d., 375,
71hid., 118.
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advice of the Count in the social area. Hence Mirabeau's counsel of abandoning
thé noble tax exemption was ignored. Mirabeau clearly saw that Prussia had
gone into decline because its rulers were still unwilling to abolish the
repressive laws of Prussia which favored aristocracy against the other classes.
%hile Prederick William gave neéded tax relief to the middle-class he was not
strong enough to replace the lost revenues by removing the noble tax exemption.
His advisers counselled a Capitation Tax which would strike the already sorely
oppressed peasants. When opposition developed to this phase of the Verder Plan,
Frederick William merely abolishad the monopoly and abandoned the revenue to thJ
detriment of 'tha state. In the proceeding, Mirabsau saw the germs of Prussian

decay.




CHAPTER IV

ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE
THE GENERAL DIRECTORY

The social alliance between Crown and Junker accounts for the distinctive
pattern of administration which developed in Prussia. In contrast to Western
gurope, the Prussian Crown had won over the notdlity t0 an alliance against the
middle class.l In the tims of the Great Elector, local contrel had been
wraested from the estates, and placod in the hands of the King's administrative
organs.2 Consequently, a commission form of government had been erected.

While at first the government had been headed by a Privy Council / Geheimer

Staatsrat,/ this body undermined its own authority by appointing a multiplicity

of independent commissions, so that eventually the Privy Council lost all

importance .3

The administrative machinery froze into its final form in 1723, when

lprederick Carsten, The Origins of Prussia, 277.

2
Reinhold Dorwart, The Adninistrative Reforms of Frederick William I of

Prussia, Harvard University Press, (Oambridge, 1953), 182,
3mota., 17.

8L
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fing Frederick William I organized the Gensral Directory of War and Domains.’
Frederick William I, who has been referred to as the "Potsdam Fuehrer" ,5 saw to
it that all matters pertaining to armies, cities, domalns, taxss and feudal
regalia were administered by the provincial officials, who were directly
responsible to the General Directory, a body consisting of five members who
were always lﬁnisters.é Of course, it must be kept very clear that the General

Directory was directly responsible to the King. The Instruction and Reglemsnt

for the General Directory of December 20, 1722 reads

eeses¥d declare that we ourselves shall hold the Presidency over this
directory to add to it more lustre and authority, and to show_our special,
constant and untiring attention to the affairs in its resort.
In short, Frederick William I's adminisiration was an absolute monarchy.
In the early part of his reign, Frederick the Great made no basic change
in the strusture of Prussian administration he had inherited. "He accepted

the framework he had inherited, and he aimed neither at reconstructing its

l‘l'or a full account of Frederick William's administrative activities,

reference should be made to Dorwart. Also, reference should be made to Carl
Wilhelm Hasek, Introductiion of Adam Smith's Doctrines into Oermany, 1lh. Hasek
explains that on a local level, the Ceneral Directory was divided into four
departments: (1) Prussia, Pomerania, and Neumark; (2) Minden, Ravensberg, and
Teklen,3 (3) Altmark, Magdeburg and Halberstadt; and (L) Guelder, Cleves and
Neuchatel. Beneath these provincial departments were provincial chambers

Kammern_/, below which were Town administrations and rural administrations

Landrather_7.

Saobart Brgang, The Potsdam Fuehrer, (N.Y., 194l).

ODorwart, 179. See also Hasek, op. oit., ll.

7Inatmction and Reglement for the General Directory of 20 December, 1722,
cited In Dorwart, 200.
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principles, nor at reinterpreting its endu."a Of course, he made additions to
the simple constitutional structure of his father. To the four original de~
partments of the General Directory, he added two new departiments— one for Trade

and Manufacture and ons for Military Affairmg

In the course of his reign,
Frederick added three other departments to the government. But if there were
no change in the form of the government, there was a definite reorientation in
spirits Von Ranke noticed this development:

The form, even the handwriting of the Cabinet orders is the same, but
their contents differ. Frederick, on succession, stated that the bureaus
should be run not only in the King's i.nte:c'oai‘,5 but also in the interests
of the State, which interests must coincide.

Frederick had a very serious attitude towards the responsibility of
despots, for he once stated: "The Prince has no relatives nearer than the State,
whose interests mst always take precedence over claims of ki.n."u Frederick
felt that the sovereign had cbligations to the state to furnish it with en~
lightened government. He remained faithful to this doctrine of benevolent
despotism until his death, as can be seen from his Political Testament: "In

the moment of my deaﬁh, my last wishes are for the happiness of the atat.e."lz

8J «A.R. Marriot and C,G. Robinson, The Evolution of Pruasia, 128.

rvid., 128.

lohopold von Ranke, Zwolf Bucher Preussischen Ceschichte, Drei Masken
Verlag, aufgabe, (Muenchen, 1930), Band 11, 315

1lprederick the Great, as cited in Heinrich von Treitschke, History of
Germany in the Nineteenth Century, Tr. Eden and Cedar Paul, (New York, 1915),
Volume I, Bl.

12po1itical Testament of Frederick, cited in Treitschke, op. cit., 98.

|
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Frederick's political philosophy entailed a vast expansion of the personal
responsibility of the King in government, and a corresponding coniraction of
the scopes of powers of his Ministers. Since he felt "the Prince must be the

head and the heart of the state,"

he attempted to do the bulk of governing
himself. Fredarickf/ once wrote one of his Ministers: "You have no initiative at
all. All natters must be reported directly to me, and the General NMrectory
must do the sm."m‘ No matier seemed too trivial to escape the Royal
eoncern.ls }

The athor o& the Essal sur le depotisme was astounded that the King of a

modern state ocoupied himself with trifles. MNirabeau admonished the new King
not to emulate his predeceasor in this regard:.

Is it not astonishing that & man like Frederick II could waste his
time in roguliging s in such a city as Berlin, the rates that should be
pald at inns?

As a physiocrat, Mirabeau believed that he who governs least governs best. In
Frederick, he saw a living exemplification of the very opposite of all his

principles. His principles he explained to i:he new King: !

l'%*‘rmier:l.c:k the Great, as cited in Ralph Flenley, ¥odern CGerman History,
J Mo Dant and Sons, Ltd., (Iﬂndon, 1953), 71,

Ume4,, T1.

lscf., for example the incidents collected by the Prussian historian,
Preuss and quoted in Werner Hagemann, Frederick the Great, 105
"Simonis asks repayment of 150 thalers for the post of assessor. He
never received his salary. Abraham levi paid 50 thalers recruiting money
plus a 10 thaler marriage certificate; he requests royal approval for a
service exemption.”

16

Mirabeau, Memorial to Frederick William, 413,
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More than one estimable monarch has rendered himself incapable of
reigning with glory by overburthening / sic_/ himself with private affairs
As STRE, it w111l become you always %o govern well, it will also be T
worthy of you not to govern too much.

Mirabsau of fered a short analysia of the character of Frederick the Creat, in

which he explained why this Monarch governed the minutest concern of his

Kingdoms

Having taken his first steps, his unconquerable spirit of consistencyy
which was his distinguishing characteristicj; the multitude of his affairs,
which obliged him to lsave whatever did not appertain to the military
system on thesams basis and with simlilar institutions in which he found it
his extrems contempt for mankind, which perhaps will explain all his
success, all his errors, all his conductj his confidence in his own
superiority, which confirmed him in the fatal resolution of seeing all, of
all regulating, &ll ordaining, and personally interfering in allj these
various causes combined have rendered fiscal robbery and systematic
monopoly, irrefragible and sacred in his kingdom; while they Igre dally
aggravated by his despotic temper, and the moroseness of age.

Cabriel is contending that had Frederick, instead of “"seeing all, all
regulating, all ordaining and personally interfering in all," abandoned pater=
nalism and let nature prevail, he would have left Prussia a far happier state
at his death. Mirabeau's opinion was reflected by one of the outstanding
Prussian thinkers of the Eighteenth Century, the historian of art, w;.nckalmnn,

who wrote to Fussli:

171bide, 395.
Brya,, L16-7.
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My fatherland is oppressed by the greatest despotism that has ever
been conceived, I think with horror of this country. I shudder from head

to foot when Iﬁhink of Prussian despotism and that scourge of nations
[ Frederick /.

THE REGIE

Until 1767, Frederick maintained the framework of government which he had

inherited from his father. Until 1767, the burden of taxation had fallen mostly

upon the peasants. But Frederick's postwar projects required vast new sources
of government revenue. In 1767, in the midst of a deep economic depreasion,
Frederick proposed to his General Dirsctory a general increase in taxes on all
classes in order to pay for the reconstruction program, but the General
Directory refused to cooperate. 20 1 turning down the Royal program, Frederick
felt that the General Directory had ventured "to treat the King as merely

21

another member of the college of the CGeneral Dirsctory." Enraged, Frederick

had Privy Councillor Ursinus imprisoned for his effrontery.Z?
To prevent the recurrence of such a situation, Frederick took drastic
action. "o keep the royal servants in their places, Frederick curtailed the
jurisdiction of the Ceneral diroc'oory,k and created a new Ministry, the Regie,
only nominally connected with the General IMrectory, which hitherto had been the

supreme body of the central adminiatration.“zB In essence, the officers of the

19mnckelmann to Fussli, cited in Hagemann, op. cit., S5lk.

zoﬁms Rosenberg, Bureaucra Autocracy and Aristoer Harvard
University Press, (Cambridge, I§§§; y 196,

211bid,, 196.
221144,

2rmoid., 171,
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w were tax farmers., They bought from the government all due tax receiptsp
then they proceeded to collect the receipts at a profit to themaelvas.zh Also
they administered on the same basis the beer, salt and tobacco mmopcliea;zs
as a matter of course, the rates on these items were raised,

Entirely French in personnel, the employess of the Regie, by Royal command,
applied the latest French devices io raise taxes and procure revenues. Hence
they resorted to transit tolls, high tariffs, and prohibitions of foreign

articles. 26

%Iao Gershoy, From Despotism to Revolution, "Rise of Modern Burope,"
Harpers, (New York, 1935), Vo%ums 10, 850,

B 1v1d., 86.

261‘:1 his book, From Despotism to Revolution, "Rise of Modern Europe"
series, Volume 10, pages K’;»-!;, Ieo Gershoy explains some of the results of the
new circumstances. He states that in the towns, the excise was the chief tax.
It was a combined consumer tax on goods when bought, plus a sales tax on all
wholesale transactions, Gershoy cites a letier written by Sir Andrew Mitchell,
an attache of the British forelpgn office who described popular reaction to the
institvtion of the Regle:

"The townspeople and the peasants detested the Regie agents.‘ They
have allenated the people to a degres hardly to be inged."

House searchings were one of the most obnoxious of the Regie practices.
Johanna Schopenhausr's Reminiscences, cited in Werner Hagemann, op. cit., page
122, deseribe them:

"House searchings for contraband existed in Danzig and occurred
daily. "“Coffee scenters, so named for their honorable office, sniffed about in
the kitchens for the odour of freshly roasted coffee, it being forbidden by the
TRegie to sell any but pre-roasted coffee in Prussia."

Contemporaries deplored the decline in Prussian itrade. Hagemann op. cit.,
cites a letter written by Von Dohm which saids

. "The carters and waterman took any route by which they might avoid

entering Prussian territory. In view of the extortions, and the delays,

whey preferred a far longer route, if only they did not eross into

Prussia."

Very convincing figures are quoted by Gershoy, op. cite, page 35, which show
exactly what the effect of the Regie's protectionism, m, prohibitions, transit
tolls and tax extortions was on ssian trades




21
Of course the techniques of the Regie were not novelj they were a part of the
mercantilist system, generally accepted and used throughout Europe.

In iis operations, The Regie was free of any restraint except that of the
King. Each of the Regie tax farmers was given an annual salary of 12,000
thalers, far in excess of that of a Minister, plus considerable premiums on any
excess of revenue collected over government income for the base fiscal year of
1765-—6&27

Toward the end of his reign, Frederick seems to have regretted what he had
done for he wrote on December 1, 178k: "The French are a pack of scoundrels,
but they can be driven out. I will try to shake myself free of all Frenchmen

28

and be rid of them," Nespite this evidence of good intentions in the direct-

ions of ridding Prussia of the Regle, the attraction of the large surpluses

Year . Exports Imports
1752 22,000,000 Thaler 17,000,000
1781 1,800,000 " 800,000

According to Hagemann, ope. cite, page 12k, the provinces of Prussia west
of the Weser were treated by Frederick II as a foreign country, in reapect to
customs policy. Prohibitions reached ridiculous lengths. Hagemann, op. cit.,
122 reports that the King issued a decree prohibiting the sale of eggs from
Bohemia,

nﬁagam, 122,

281bid., 122, See also Rosenberg, op. cit., 196.
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shich the Regie afforded him delayed his taking any action against them.
Mirabeau recogniszed that Frederick II had adopted the French fashion in
fiscal extortion, jusi as he had adopted the French fashion in dress and ideas.
His language indicates a distaste for the methods of the Regie:
their metal were those in which he / PFrederic most delighted. Every
artifice, every fiscal extortion, that have taken birth in kingdoms most

luxurious, which unfortama&gly gave the fashion to Europe, were, by turns,
naturalized in hia states.

Those fiscal sysitems which most effectua? stripped the people of
k

Gabrisl felt the King had desired to build up his armies and indusiries as
quickly as possiblaj since money was the agent of speed, Frederick used any

means possible to obtain its

sseelt 18 easy to perceive that having applied the whole of his ablilities

to form a grand military force, with provinces that were disunited,

parcellsd out and generally unfruitful, and for that purpose, wishing to

outstrip the slow march of natu.to*e, he principally thought of money, becau
wr money was the sgency of spead.3

Though Mirabeau understood Frederick's motives in introdusing fiscal
oppression, he disapproved of them. He had already advocated free trade in his

pamphlet, The International Order of Freemasonry in 1777. Hence, in the

Memorial to Frederick William he advocates the gradual abolition of the Regie.

He advisad the new King to affect:

eseethe due lowering (till such time as they may be wholly abolished) of
indirect taxes, excise dvties, customs, &c. &c. Such disastrous taxes
might likewise find substitutes in the natural and Just increase of direct

291 rabeau, Memorial to Frederick William, L15.

301pid., 4as.
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taxss; an on land, from which no estate ought to be free.Bl‘

In advocating the setting aside of taxes which he felt impaired trade, Mirabeau
thus made certain that a replacement was found for the lost revenue with his

guggestion that the nobleman's tax exemption be removed.
ABOLITION OF TVE REGIE

Most penstrating historians of the reign of Frederick William II, such as
kosenberg, Phillipson and Hauaser, agree that the change in monarchs quickly
resulted in far reaching administrative changes in Prussia, Rosenberg feels
that in the period from 1767 to 1786, three agencies were struggling for
adminietfativa hegemony over the Prussian tax collectlon structure~ the Crown,
the regular bureaucracy as represented by the Ceneral Directory, and the
Regie .32

A gradual process, by which the Ceneral Directory was first revived, and

gradually strengthened, culminated in theEdic. of the Day of December 28, 1786,

giving the General Directory full control over all operations of the.Regie.
The Edict read: "All Edictas, Declarations and Tax Administration orders mmt
approved by the General m.ructory."B 3 This edict restored the General Directory
to the status it had held under Frederick William I. Once against, all

administrative bodies in Prussia were subordinated to it. The depariments of

3lrbid., 4223,
32%Rpsenberg ’ 196.

33gdict of December 28, 1786, cited in Martin Phillipson, Geschichte des
Preussischen Staastiwesens vom T&: Friedrichs zu den Freiheitskriegen
{leipsig, 1880), 105,
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government which Frederick II had made independent of the central administratiod
now loat their amtonomy,.

Mirabeau, who opposed despotism on principle, preferred a couneil type
government to an auntocracy. Hence he greeted the resurrection of the General
Directory with warmth, in his letter of August 26, 1786:31‘

Remarkable changel The general directory is restored to the footing
on which it was wnder Frederick William I. This is a wise act. The
result of all the madness of innovation, under ¥redsrick II, was that, of
all Kings in Burope, he was the most deceived., The mania of expediting thq
whole affalrs of a kingdom in an hour and a half was the cause that the
miniasters were each absclute in their departments. At present, all must bq
determined in a committee: each will have the occasion of the conggnt and
sanction of all the rest. In a word, it is a kind of councileecese
Other changes were in the aire. Frederick William wished to gain popularity

by doing away with the hated Regie. But if the Regle were to be suppressed,
substitute revenues would have to be found. Therefore, on August 28, 1786,
Frederick William appointed a Toll and Excise Revision Commission, "the purpose
of which was to reform the existing excise ayatem."36 As chalyman of this Com~
mission he appointed Minister von Werder; two assistants were provided for Von

Werder, Keopke and Bsyer.37 A Junker, Minister von Werder had won favor with

3!*It; is evident the change was put into offect in August while the formal
Edict of Dacember 28, which gave official cognisance of the change, merely

35H1rabuu, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 65.

36m111pson s 102,

37’919 are informed by Phillipson, op. cit., 183, that Beyer was an importany
menmber of the Woellner Rosicrucian circle. Von Werder was alsc an adept in the
order,
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Frederick II in 1781, and had been named head of the Salt and Post Departmntﬁé
This administrative training little suited him for work on tax revision in the
Toll and Excise (mmuxlzwi.«om3 ? Beyer and Heopke wore not trained in this field
either,

Upon first hearing of the appointment of the Commission, Mirabean was quitsy
favorable; he had also advocated abandonment of the Regie in the "Memorial to
Frederick William." Therefore he wrote on September 2, 1786s

eseea comnission /[ia / to examine the administration of the customs; / to

decide / what is to be abrogated, what preserved, and what qualified,

especi in the excise. Mr. Werder is at the head of this commission.

The other members are ridiculously salaﬁged, but the very project of such

reform is nost agreeable to the nation,

However, by October Mirabeau's attitude towards the Commission changed
radically. This modification in his views seems closely related to the case of
De Launay, the Frenchman who headed the Regie. Secret Finance-Councillor De
Launsy had been placed by the General Directory under the control of the
Commission, but he had been told that in other respects, he could be free to
' carry on his business undisturbed. In spiﬁaﬂ of such assurances on the part of
the Commission, all of De Launay's Regie officers were stopped in their
L2 Following.

this, the Commission began to examine all Regie records. Next the Commission,

activities on order of the Toll and ExcisofRefom Commission,

3Bpni11ipson, 102-3.
3 mid., 102-3.
homrabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 127.

h]'I’hi.lli.psm, 107.
b2p14,, 108,
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in sharp words, accused the Regie administration of being guilty of irregular-
1.t.j.ms«)"3 Irked by the accusations against him, De Launay defended himsslf by
stating he had not earned a dishonest thaler for himselfj he stressed the fact
that he had been congratulated by Frederick II for augmenting the Royal
Treasury by some 42,000,000 thalara.m‘

On September 11, 1786, Frederick William definitely stated that De Launay'J
defence could be refuted by the com”ion.hs At the King's insistence, Werder,
Beyer and Keopke worked hard at the charges against De Lawnoy. Actuated by
hatred on the part of the old administration for the Regie, the Commission did
not pass up a single invoice, for fear of missing an instance of fravd, De
Laungy could not deny the fact that his salary was 23,000 Thaler per year, four
times that of a m:mr.h" But the unbelievably thorough investigations by
the Commission revealed one fact that the more money given out to the Regie
for expense of collection, the more money did the Regie bring m.‘*"

Frederick William's conduet towards De Launoy seemed vindictive., Although
his wncle had required a deposit of 30,000 thalers to be placed in the State
Bank for De Launay, and in spite of the fact the Frederick had decreed a pensicq
of 6000 Thaler for De Launay's children, the King overturned theses ax'mmg«mem;a"3

d., 108,
Mg,
bSmid,., 109,
46mid,, 108
Y1 ra., 109,
b81p1d,, 109-10.
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De Launay was settledwith a total pension of only 2000 Thaler, which pension

97

would lapse should De Launay leave Prussia. This type of vengefulness ~ould
possibly be inspired by hates, long suppressed. Personally, Frederick William
had long resented his uncle's domination; the death of the detested uncle
permitted Frederick William to freely hate all Frederick had stood for, in-
cluding raticnalism, French culture, and French fiscal oppression. As a French+
man and a tax-collector of his Fredsrick II, Launay possibly repressnted a
symbol of the departed uncle, against whom the long repressed hates could be
freely expreased. |

At first Mirabeau had favored the Toll and Excise Commissionj yet as early
as September 30, 1786, he began to doubt the abilities of the personnel of the
Commiasion in matters of finance. In discussing Beyer, the drafter of the
Capitation Tax scheme which later became mown as the Werder Plan, and Koepks,
Mirabeau wrote: '

essonieither of them know any things...both of them are without information

have mones nar have they the lsast, knowledge of how they ought 40 act.d

 When it is membered that a split in the General Mrectory occurred over

the Werder Plan ,50 and that the King later was to iell Werder that people should
not meddle with finsnces if they do not understand them,5' these words of

Mirabeau, uttered on September 30, seem prophetic.

wllirabuu, Secret History of the Court of Berlim, 127,

0, h.

5lce. 80.
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In his letter of October 28, 1786, Mirabeau recorded the fate of De Launay
with exactness:

The destiny of Launay was decided the day before yeateiday. He is no
longer allowed to act, and they only offer him a pension of 2000 crowns,
to retire on, with the proviso that he shall remain in the Prussian states,
The memorial of the commissioners, who have undertaken his refutation, is
a pitiable performance. He /De Launay / has proven two facts....First
that, in the space of nineteen years, he has brought into the King's
coffers a surplus of forty-six millions six hundred and eighty-nine
thousand cromns of the empire....The second, that, the collecting of the
customs %a an anmial expense of more than one million four h\mdred thousan
crowns .5

Mirabean knew the fact that *;'he King had deprived De Launay of his pensions; he
also understood that theCommission was unable to prove dishonesty on De Launay'T
part+. Nevertheless his despatch is cool, detached and uncommitted. It
apparently was difficult for Mirabeau to develop sympathy for a man who had
done the things De Launay had done in collecting taxes.

A week later, however, Mirabeau underwent a change of heart, when somshow
he became aware of the real nature of the case against De Launay. On November
, h, 1786 ’ Mirabeau wrote the following emotional analysis of the situation:

" A new letter, excessively rigorous ‘and tolerable incoherent, has
suspended Launoy in the exercisze of all his functions. Yet scarcely can I
believe it is intended to sully the beginning of a reign by useless.
cruelty. The victim is immolated to the nation the moment the man is no
longer in place. The remalnder would only be the explosion of gratultous
hatred, since the unfortunate Launay no longer can give umbrage to anyons.
L X J

~In the mean time, the discharge of forty Frenchmen is determined on,
in patto. But I cannot perceive that these / sic_/ kind of Sicilian
vespers are liksliy even 1o gain the public favor.

Szmrabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 301.

53l1mbcau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 214-15.
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Mirabeau had withheld corment when the King had deprived De launay of
pensions promised him by Frederick II. But the excessive zeal of the Commissior
in trying to prove its case against De launay, and the discharge en masse of
Frenchmen from the Prussian service, finally convinced Mirabeau that the Launay
affair had been turned into a ®"Slcilian vespers."

Phillipson verifies Mirabeau's judgment that the De Launay affair had
twrned into a persecution of Frenchmen:

The case against him / De Launay_/ was not only unnoble, but unlawful

He was used as a scapegoat to the popular hatred of all things French-

things which had been a la mode under Frederick I, Had De Launay not been

the most %ﬁportant adviser of Frederick the Great, he would not have fared

8o badly.

Toward the end of 1786, De Launay asked Frederick William's permission to
resigny the King refused to do so until the Commission had formally absolved
him from wrongdoi.ng.s 5 Finally in the last days of December, 1786, the King
gave De Laungy permission to depart, if Ne Launary would announce all pending
tax farming transactions, under which the Treasury owed De Launay a great deal
of monay.56 De Launay agreed, and retumcd .pennileaa to France, where he was
taken in by his family as a charity caaa.57

Mirabeau's conclusions as to the De Launoy case seemed just. It appears

that at first the Commission pursued the laudable program of demolishing the

sl‘Phillipson, 108.
SSPhillipson.
Srbid., 108-9.
5T1pid., 110,
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oppressive tax structure of Frederick. But in their desire for revenge against
those who had perpetrated fiscal oppression against Prussia, the King and his
Excise and Toll Commission seemed to lose all sense of justice. They indulged
themselves in a spree of vindictiveness, and were not satisfied until they had

immolated De Launay, who served as a symbol in the Prussian mind for the hated

Regin »

THE JUDICIARY

In the judiclal area, Frederick's father, Frederick William I had been
comparatively inaction.58 However, extensive change in the court system was
made impossible by Frederick William I's unwillingness to raise the salaries of
the judges or of the councillors in the appaliata courts, who were forced to
have supplementary i.xmoma.s 4

One difficulty standing in the way of the reform of Prussian courts was thd
fact that outaide the Mark Brandenburg, all decisions of Prussian courts of the
last instance were subject to review in thc; iiperi.al Supreme Court. ' As part of
the terms of the Truce of Dresden of May 31, 17L6, Frederick cbtained an un-

limited privilege de non appelandayéo for his entire kingdom. From this time ong

no appeals from Prussian courts of final jurisdiction were allowed.

58('.2e>ngumcl with Western Europe, Prussian justice was very backward before
1740. According to Leopold von Ranke, Memoirs of the House of Brandenburg, Tr.
Alexander and Lady Duff Gordon, (lLondon, 1BLJ), page 361t "In all Neumark,
thei"e was not a single magistrate conversant with the Law." :

59Dorwart, 95.

Oyon Ranke, Memoirs of the House of Brandenburg, 365-8 passim.
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The soul of legal reform in Prussia under Frederick was Samuel von Cocceji,
As early as 1709, Cocceji served on an investigation commission which studied
the Prussian courts.%! In 1738, Frederick William appointed Cocceji supreme
minister of justicej in this capacity he made some progiess in establishing
qualifications for judicial officers. But since Frederick Wlliam I iaa un=-
willing to raise the salaries of judicial officers, and aince they were
dependent upon fees for a living, the judicial personnel resisted successfully
this early attempt of Goccedl.®?

After 1746, Cocceji, bacind by Frederick II began his reforms which were
actuvally quite limited. None of the changes affected Prussia as a whole. No
step was taken to reform the Rittergut justice of the feudal lords on the
private estatea.63 In Pomerania, Cocceji united the separate administrative ang
judicial courts of Stettin into one syatam.éh Next, he saw to it that the
proceeds of all courts were pooled into a common fund out of'which clerical
officials of the courts were paid.és Judges continued to be pald out of fees
from cases heard. Finally, he inastituted # requirement that all judicial

officers had to have legal training; in this way, he restored the practice of

61Dorwart, 59.

2rhid., 95,

63Aocording to Guy Stanton Pord, Stein and the Era of Reform in Prussia,
(Pringeton, 1922), pages 183~L, "the peasant was subject to his lord's justice,
a source of revenue to his lord,...Peasants could not begin a law suii{ without
the lord's consent, and the lord appointed the officials who heard peasants!
puits.®

Sbyon Ranks, Memoirs of the House of Brandenburg, 3¢5-8 passim.

651b1d., 365«~8 passim,.
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law to 1awyers.66

As to the reforms of Coccell, Mirabeau has no specific comment.
Indirectly, he seems to be of the opinion that the reforms were too limited in
scope; he is particularly disturbed by the fact that judges in Prussia are paid
not by salary but out of fees sarmed from cases heard:

Prompt and gratuitous justice is evidently the first of sovereign
duties. If the judge have not interest to elude the law, and can only
receive his salary, gratuitous justice is socon to be rendered, and will be
equitable, should your inspection be active and severe....This grand
regulation of rendering justice entirely gratuitous will, fortunately, not
become burthensome / sic_/ in your states., But burthensome or not, that
which is striet equity is evidently always necessary....The judge ought to
be paid by the public, and not to receive fees. To deny this were absurdj
for must not judgeg7subllst, though there should not, for a whole year, be
a single laww-guli?

Mirabesu implied that despite the fact that all who practice law were
attorneys, and despite the fact that court system were unified in Prussia,
impartial justice was not possible, since judges received their pay out of oase&
which they heard. He inferred that this reform is so essential that in affect-

ing it the factor of cost should be overlooked.

RULE OF LAW

In his Political Testament of 1768, Frederick stated: "I am resolved neve}

to impede the operation of the hw."68 Cocceji had brought to Frederick's

66114., 365-8 passim.
67\ rabeau, Memorial to Frederick William, LO6-7,

68Fraderick the Great'!s Political Testament of 1768, cited in leopold von
Ranke, Memoirs of the House of Brandenburg, 310.
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attention the fact that officers of the administration had demanded that no
judgment be executed at law without prior consultation with themselves, in any
law suit againat the governnant.@ On hearing this, Frederick then forbade the
administration, by Ediet, from interference in the operation of the lam.70

Had Frederick literally followed the Political Testament rule of law would
.have existed in Prussia. Treitschke was of the cpinion that it did, for he
wroter "In Prussia it was sald that even against the King's will, il des
Juges 8 Berlin.*'
operation of ;c.he law, in the case of the watermiller, Arnold, Frederick inter-

Despite hia noble protestations of never interfering in the

vened in the case and reversed the decision of a judge whom he felt had falled
to bend the law in favor of a little m.72 If the King could reverse the
decision of a Judge, clearly rule of law did not exist in Pruasia, and the
Jjudges could not stand up to the King as strongly as Treitschke felt they could
Mirabeau described the punishment of the counsellors in the watermiller Arnold

©Ranke, Momoirs of the House of Brandenburg, 368-70.
TOmnid., 368-70.
711’1’01“0’&(@, 890

"2gruno Gebhardt, Handbuch der Deutschen Geschichte, Union Verlag Bte
aufgabe, Band II, (S‘hﬂt%‘rt’ I;;;;, 2;,.
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affair as "one of the most iniquitous acts of Frederick IZII.""?3
The Arnold case is the only specific Judicial matter that Mirabeau

discussed in the Secret Ristory of the Court of Berlin or in the Memorial to

Prederick William, This was a branch of Prussian government in which he did
not show much interest desplte his earlier pamphlet on the abuses of the lettred
de cachet. Yet from his comment on the Arnold case, it is quite evident that
Mirabeau did not think too highly of Prussian judicial procedure,.

EDUCATION

Mirabsau unfortunately paid scant attention to ons of the most serious

73The destiny of the Judges who presided in the watermiller Arnold scandsal
proves incontestably that the interference of the long arm of the King in
Prussian justice made of Frederick's contentions that rule of law existed in
Prussia a farce. :

In this case Arnold held his water mill of Count Schmettau, and was in
arrears for several years rent. The mill was seized and sold. Arnold then
brought an action against one Gersdorf, for having robbed him of water by dig-
ging a pond.. It was later shown that Gersdorft!s pond had existed for ages.
The sentence of the court ordered Arnold's mill to be sold for arrears of rent.

On hearing of the case, the King ordered the judgment reversed, Though hig
orders were obeyed, Frederick, without proper examination of the merits of the
case, deprived the judges of thelr poeitions and ordered them to pay Arnold's
court costs. He ordered the innocent Gersdorf to restors the water or build a
new windmill for Arnold. Next he ordered that the judges be sent to the prison
for malefactors. When Baron Zedlitz demurred in the execution of this order,
he ordered the Baron to see that the punishment was inflicted, or else beware
of receiving punishment himself,

In the Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 273-l, Mirabeau, after be-
moaning the fact that enlightenad journals throughout Burope had praised
Fredsrick's action in the watermiller Arnold case without being apprised of the
facts, condemns the affair as "one of the most iniquitous acts of Frederick II.

-
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problems facing Prussia in 1786-7, the deplorable state of Prussian education.
Nevertheless he criticized Frederick's attitude toward the problems in this

fields In the Memorial to Fraderick William, he wrote:

You will read, but you would wish your §eople would read also. You
woulQ not wish to reign in darkness.?h Say but, "lat there be light, and
light shall appear at your bidding."

Here Mirabeau implied that Frederick did not wi_ah his people to receive
education. It is incontestable that during the rgj,gix of Frederick the Great
1little was dbne to forward elemsntary education, Some historians blame "want
of financial ‘reaourcea“;'zs others blame his "sbsorption in affairs of atate,"ﬁ
However, Frederick found money enough to bulld up a sllk trade in Berlin, and
he was not too abscrbed in afi;aira of state to regulate the rates charged by
the imns in Berlin., Perhaps his social prejudices are to blame. Evidence to
this effect is furnished by a statement atiributed to him by Karl Friedrichi

It is enough for the people to learn only a little reading and
writing. Instruction in the country must be planned so that they receive

that which is essential only, but that which they do receive must be . 17
designed to keep them in the villages and not influence them o leave.

4

Ty rabean, Memorial to Frederick Willlam, L10,
75

Treitschke » 92.
76Ra1ph Flenley, Hodern German History, 6h.

"Tkarl Friedrich, Die Entwicklung des Realenunterrichts bis sur den ersten
Realschulcrundigen, (Muenchen, 18527, 199.
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The quality of Prussian education was unusually poor even for the ‘bimea.?8
However despite Frederick's uncooperative attitude, in the 1780's, Minister of ‘
Culture and Enlightenment, von Zedlitz led agitation for a reform of the schcol#»
Von Zedlitz advocated freeing common schools from dependence on ‘t.hé Church by
ocreating for them an independent funding of their own, and by.provid ing govern~
ment supervision of all schools through a Common School Overdi.rectory.?9
Zedlitz wrote a reader, and stressed the neéd for a unified curriculum through

all Prussian sc!mols.ao His views were not adopted wntil 1738, well after

78A dim pieture of Prussian school conditions is painted by Fordts Stein

and the Era of Reform in Prussia (1807-1815), (Princeton, 1922), 184-53

"There were no special school houses as suchj generally a back toom of
an artians's house was used....The school term was limited to a few months in
the winter, since ths children performed labor services for the lord in the
spring. Attendance was irregular. This was the time in the childrents lives
when they were liable for gesindedienst /[ menial services / with the lord.
Hence, absences even in winter were frequent.."..

“The teacher was usually a village artisan to whom teaching was a
~second Job, undertaken to supplement the income of his trade. Since the
teachers were ignorant, educational results were nilf...

0ld socldiers were often utilized for work in the school systenm
according to William Shanahan, in his Prussian Military Reforms, (1786-»1&1}_),
pages 3123

"Age per se is not reason for condemnation, but it does indicate the
government was not intensely interested in improving teacher quality. Also it
is alleged throughout the literature that the old Prussian veterans felt they
had contributed to their country sufficiently in the war. Hence they regarded
their teaching positions as mere sinecures which need not be pursued with too
mich diligencse." :

19pau1 Schwarz, Der erste Kulturkampf in Preusssn um Kirche und Schuls,

(1788-1798), (Berlin, 1925), 72=b.

801 dq, 726




107
wirabeau's departure from Berlin; furthermore, soon after the adoption of the
oberschulkollegzium, von "oellner saw to it that von Zedlitz was removed from
his Ministry.

Mirabveau did suggest that action be iaken to remedy the poor quality of
Prussian rural education: "You will found schools especially in the country angl
will multiply and endow them. n81 Mirabeau felt that Frederick's sad neglect of
rural education was inexcusable. In the Count's cpinion Frederick's attempt to
fill his Royal Academy of Berlin with luminaries of French culture did not
compensate for his failure to improve the lower echelons of azducation. There-
fore, Mirabeau wrote to Frederick William: "You wlll not think you have done
enough by filling your academies with fareignors / sic]."az

It eeems that in the field of education, both Frederick II and Frederick
William II were solely interest in the surface gloss which was provided by the
presence of a few avant-garde philosophes in the salons., Their social preju-
dices made them skeptical of the benefits of general education, either in the
city or in the country. On the whole, ]ﬂ.r@beau also falled to rise’above his

age in regard to educationg he had litile to say and what he did say was
perfunctory and superficiale His failure to make any reference in the Secret
History of the Court of Berlin to the efforts of Zedlitz on behalf of Prussian
education shows an indifference to general education, aince Mirabean does make
mention of Baron Zedlitz in connection with the watermiller Arnold case and in
other instances, However, in hls disinterestedness in general education,

Mirabeau did not differ from most of the philosophes of the day.

glllirabeau, Memorial to Fredorick William, L410.
2
L Zhides LIO.

'




CHAPTER V_
THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION

Before attempting a critique of Mirabeau's views relative to Prussia's
external situation in 1786-7, it would be best to introduce soms of the issues
confronting diplomats of the time. Many of the difficulties of the period can
be attributed to the coming into power of Emperor Joseph II in 1780. Even be-
fore Joseph had asocended the Imperial throne, he had exhibited aggressive
symptoms in attempting to gain Bavaria in 1778-9. Frederick of Prussia had
thwarted Joseph and forced him to accept the Peace of Teschen, a treaty by
which France and Russia, as well as Prussia, guaranteed the territorial integ-
rity of Bﬁvaria.

Restlessly Joseph plotted revenge on Frederick for his defeat 2t the
Prussian's hands, Catering to Catherine the Great's desire for territorial
aggrandizement at the expense of the Ottomﬁn“Empira, Joseph II in 1780 con=-
tracted an informal alliance with Russia., Under the terms of this agreement,
Russia would seize the Crimea, while Austria would add some Balken areas to her
territories. In 1783, Russia, backed by Austris, annexed the Crimea. France,
however, thwarted Joseph's designs on the Ottoman Empire. Still wishing ter-
ritorial compensation equal to that which Russia had attained, Joseph devised
another scheme to seize Bavaria, the Bavarian-Belgian Exchange FPlan.
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The Russo-Austrian accord having ended Frederick's only European alliance,
that which he had had with Catherine, Frederick found himself without an ally
in Europs. He feared to turn to England; his experience in the Seven Years
War had taught him that England was an unreliable ally in continental wars.
He attempted to negotiate an alliance with France, sending his brother Prince
Henry to Paris to work out some kind of rapprochment with French Foreign
Minister Vergennes. The influence of Marie Antoinette made a French alliance
with Prussia impossible at this time.

Frederick's adoption of a Uerman policy wae really the result of des-
peration, In the small German states, the Protestant principalities feared
that the acquisition of Bavaria by Austria would overturn the entire balance of
Protestantism and Catholiocism in the Empire. When Joseph procured the election
of his brother Maximillian to the position of Coadjutor of Koln, alarm spread
in the Ecclesiastical states as well, The pest of coadjutor normally carried
the right of succession to bishophricsjy Maximillian now stood in line to suc-
ceed to the Bishophric of Muenster and the Archbishophric of Koln. The
Catholic Ecclesiastical states felt such a succession would make Austrian in-
fluence too paramount in the Electoral College and the Princely College of the
German Diet.

For these reasons Frederick did not have too much difficulty in convinecing
ths small states of Germany to accede to a league which was pledged to main-
tain the empire as it existed, to guarantee the possessions and rights of each
member, and to oppose exchanges or secularization of territory. The original
articles of this Fuerstenbund were signed in July, 1785 by Hanover, Saxony and
Prugssia. Osorge III of England was made president of the Bund. Soon the El-
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ectors of Mainz Jjoined the union, followed by the Duke of Zweibruecken and a

jarge number of petty princes, The formation of the Fuerstenbund was quite in-
gtrumental in thwarting the Bavarian-Belgian Exchange in 1785.
While Joseph was still involved in the Bavarian plot, he suddenly proposed

the opening of the Scheldt Estuary to navigationj such a scheme was not only a
violation of the Peace of Westphalis of 1648, but it was slso a mortal threat
to the trade of the United Provinces. When Vergennes managed to halt this
plan of Joseph's in 1785, he won for France a formal, clear-cut Franco-Dutch
treaty of alliance, the Treaty of Fontainebleau. 4As a result of their mutual
victories over their common foe - Joseph - France and Prussia entered into an
era of good feeling.

Piti, upon becoming Prime Minister in 1784, found Britain without a friend
on the continent. Holland was now committed to France, Britain's traditional
enemy who had just defeated her in the War of the American Revolution.
Austrian ambitions threatensd Georgs III in his capacity as Elactor of Hanover.
Frederick's apparent closensss to France was disturbing. \

Oeorge III's adherence to the Fusrstonbgnd was designed to attract
Frederick; however Vergennaes' active policy in frustrating Joseph's Scheldt
ambitions did not aid the British cause at Berlin., Therefore, Britain had two
goals in her foreign policy in 1786, Firstly, Holland must be won back from
France. Secondly, Prussian must be lured from its present Francophile posit-
ion, After these goals were accomplished, Britain could form a powerful nor-
thern bloc between Prussia, Holland and herself, This bloe would counter the
power imbalance caused by the Russo-Austrian alliance., Most important, France
instead of England would find herself without an ally in Europe, In this
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fashion the losses of Britain in the War of the American Revolution would be

nsutralized.

One natural evant would pave the way for this British {riumph - the death
of Fredsrick the Oreat. Frederick had been relying upon the Fuerstenbund a&d
his amiability with France to check Joseph and Catherine. Hence, despite the
fact that Wilhelmina, the wife of William V, the Stadtholder of the Netherlands
was his nlece, he remainad cool and aloof to her pleas to intervene in Holland
against the pro-French Patriot Party. Backed by funds from the French Foreign
Ministry, the States of Holland was attempting, in 1786, to deprive the
Stadtholder of his hereditary prerogatives, Sir James Harris, the Ambassador
to the Hague from the Court of St. James, had been subsidizing the pro-English
Orange Party to & point of equilibrium with the Patriot faction. Harris knew
Pitt would never agree to direct British intervention in Holland. He there-
fore anxiously anticipated the death of Frederick the Great, because he felt
Crown Prince Frederick William, Wilhelmina's brother, would be more amenable
to sisterly pleas of interveantion. C ;

Vergennes, having concluded the Treaty of Fontainebleuu with Holland, and
having achieved informal accord with Prussia, stood on the defensive. He knew
that the blows which would weaken the French cause both in Prussia and in
Holland would commence with the death of Frederick the Ureat. He knew that
Hertgberg, who was in charge of foreign affairs in Prussia, wished abandonment
of Frederick's narrow German policy for a more European policy of aggression,
based upon a close aliianae with Britain. Mirabeau was sent to Berlin to give
Vergennes & chance to feel the pulse of Prussian foreign policy changes in the
event of the death of Fredsrick.




FRANCO PRUSSIAN RELATIONS IN 1786-7

The accession of Frederick William excited great interest and hopes in

the breast of the Stadtholder party. The new King was a nearer relative: he
was more impulsive and less experienced. He was eager to act the part of a
great personnage on the stage of Burope. Hertsberg who as Minister of Foreign
Affairs had chief voice in Prussia's external relations, had disapproved of
Frederick's neutrality policy toward Holland and favored intervention.l But
s strong party in Beriin;, including the King's uncle, Prince Henry of Prussia,
was opposed to the breach of good relations with France, the inevitable result
of an interventionist qulmd policy.2

English inﬂmnca}s’hra also at work in the Prussian capital. The English |}
attache’', Ewart, set great hopes on Frederick William II, whose liking for
England and love of his sister, Wilhelmina, were well known,3 Above all,
Ewart built castles on Hertsberg, whose friendship Ewart had cultivated in
anticipation of the death of Fredarick ILY In an absclute monarchy such as

Prussia, the personal biases of the monarch of the country are of orucial cone

cern. Mirasbeau noted the new King's anti-French prejudice:

1Sir Richard Lodge, "The Buropean Powers and the Eastern Question®,
%g%bridgo_ Modern History, (Cambridge, 1934) Volume VII - The French Revolution,
p

2Ipid., 322

3Karl Wittichen, Preussen Und England in den Europaischen Politik,(1785-
1788), "Heidelberg Abhandiung sur Ueschichte”, Herausgeben von Erich Max,
(Heldelberg, 1902) L3-k

bbid., L3-4
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«sesochow shall we reconcile the German system and the Monarch's
hatred of the French to the confidence granted this Prince (Henry)?
The symptoms of such hatred, whether systematic or natural, con-
tinually increase and correspond. The king when he dismissed Roux
and Groddart said- "Voila donc de ces B ##* dont je me suis defait." 5

Mirabeau also believed that the King felt an urgent need to make a favor-

able European impression by some strong stand, different in kind from that of

his predecessor, Mirabeau depicts Hertgberg as an ambitious man, ready to make

use of the royal prejudices in order to win for hiuaelf the office of prin-
cipal minister, for he qﬁotqa Hertszberg as advising the King:

. What can you ever effect as the partisan of France? TYou can only
be the feeble imitator of Frederick II. As a German you will be an
original,‘ personally revered throughout Germany, adored gy your people,
vaunted by men of letters, respected by Europe, & c. &c.

Count Mirabeau explains the motive behind such advice when he writest
"The explication of the enigms is that Count Hartzbérg imsgines this to be the
shortest road, to make himself prime minister."?

Meanwhile, Hertzberg's opponent Prince Henry was also active. On the
death of Frederick II Prince Hemry, leader of the Francophile cause, attempted
to induce the new king to embark on a definite pro~French policy, the found-
ation for which Hemry had laid on his visit to Paris in 1785, This nscess-

itated destroying the influence of Hertszberg, "the High Priest of the Anti-

8
French school™ 0On August 18, 1786 Henry handed Frederick William a politicel

H

SMirsbeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 1L2-3
6Ibid., 141
TIbid., 1L1

8tih'.n)ch, Studies in German History, 1Lé
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memorial :Ln which he advocated the establishment of intimate relations between
the courts;g; of Prussia and France.” He asked Frederick William to send a note
in his mn; handwriting to Louis XVI, asking intimate relations. Vergennes and

Calonne wiould then feel impelled to join the pro-Prussian party at Versailles.
Henry toiyd the King that because of the Austrian alliance of France, and be-

cause of France's family tie to Austria, the first step had to be taken by
Prussia.;

Frf’deriok Willism's refusal to comply with his uncle's request marks the
beginnfi}g of the worsening of Franco-Prussian relations. As Krauel noted:
{

On this matter of beginning the private correspondence, Frederick
William did not follow his uncle's advice. Instead, he left the problem
of friendly relations with France to be handled by his envoy at Paris,

n Golts. He told Goltz to let the French government know that, per-
sondlly, Frederick William II wished to contdnue the old, good relations
between France and Prussia.ll

As early as August 22, 1786, Mirabeau felt that Prince Henry, and with him
France, was talling out of favor with Frederick William:

Prince Henry is singularly well satisfied with the new King...
But I fear he interprets compliments into pledges of trust. He affirms
the downfal /sic_/ of Hertsberg approachés; this I do not believe.
"I and my nephew," sald the Prince, "have been very explicit.”....

{

Prince Henry affirms the King is entirely French...Prince Hsmry
wishes the minister for foreign affairs should write, and immediately,
that the court of France hopes the new King will confirm the friendship
his predecessor began; and should give it to be understood that all
Pruasxng:zniaters are not supposed to mean as well, toward France,

as the K himself - (I am not at all of this opinion.)12

9Richard Krauel, Prinz Heinrich von Preussen als Politiker,(Berlin,1902)39
10Ibid., 39

H1bid., 39
124irabeau; Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 58-9
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Expressions of self-confidence on the part of egotistical Henry could not blind
Mirabeau to the fact that Henry was attempting to rationalize every kind word
said to him by the King into a political victory for the ideas he stood for.
He stated Henry was indulging in wishful thinking when he said that the "down-
fal of Hertsberg" approaches. On August 26 Mirabeau reported to his government
that the downf%ll of Prince Henry and the cause of France seemed imminent:
"I fear all my%prophccios will be accomplished. Prince Henry appears to me to
have gained naothing but bows from his uncle.®l3 In the same dispatch he noted
that an gnti-French foreign policy was a fait accompli when he wrote:t "I am
inclined to think that Hertgberg must be displaced if we wish the Prussians
should become French,nl4

The writing of Baron de Trenck is the only existing evidence which denies
that a power struggle took place bstween Henry and Hertsberg at the beginning
of the reign of Frederick William:

Mirabeau presents his and the French parties' prospect of having
Prince Henry rule in the name of his nephewj hence he presents Hertszberg
a8 the prime enemy of the Prince. It is clear Mirabeasu wished to de-

ceive the court of Versailles. Mirebeau has audacity, ignoranég and
is insulting. These two, Henry and Hertgberg, have no rivalry. 5

In view of the weight of evidence on the part of historians such as Easum,
Lodge, Wittichen and Krauel, Von der Trenck's statement must be ignored as in-

correct. The historians describe a power struggle betwsen Hertzberg, who stood

Lbid., 39
1k 1pa4., 67

15 Baron Friedrich von der /De/ Trenck, Examen Politique d'un ouvrage
intitule Histoire secrete de la cour de Berlin, (Berlin, 1790) 67.




116
for a pro-English policy and Henry, who was the leader of the Francophiles.
Krauvel describes the manuevers of the opposing sides:

There can be no doubt that in the beginning of the reign of
Frederick William II, Prince Henry had worked with all his strength
towards the dismissal of Hertzberg, and had cooperated to this end
with Count von Finckenstein, uncle of Mlle. De Voes, mistress to the
King. The Count, for both perscnal and political reasons, wished the
deposition of Hertzberg. Henry and Finckenstein sought the help of
the press and Mlle. De Voss to turn the King against Hertsberg. Hertz-
berg, though he was raised to the Order of the Black Fagle and mede
a Count, in no way felt secure with the King.l6

On September 5, Mirabeau reported that Henry, though out of favor, still
was boastful of his influence with the King. Cabriel was baffled at the seem-
;p%ly inexplicable self-confidence of Henry in the light °f‘§§5 fall from favorﬁ
and wondered if the Prince saw a ray of hope for the Francophile cause not vis-
ible to the eye of France's observer: ’

Hence it 1s difficult to conjecture whether he nry_/ deceives
himself or wishes to deceive; whether he maintains the cause of vanity,
feasts on illusion, or if he has recently seen any ray of hope; for,

a8 I have sald, it is not im?ossiblc that Hertsberg, by his boasting,
should effect his own ruin.l

In his dispatch of October 28, 1786, Mirabeau noted a slight improvement
in the cause of Henry and France when he stated:

e+e+This reconciliation (which is nearly an accurate phrase;
for the coolness between them /Prince Henry and the Ki was very
great) appears to be the political work of Welner /sic_Z, who wishes,
in his struggle against Hertsberg, if not the support at lesst the
neutrality of Prince Henry.

In reality Count Hertszberg appears to have cast his own die...
But what has probably occasioned his downfal /sic 7 (if fallen he has)

16 Krauel, L4O-1,
17 Mirgbeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 86.
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was his haughty behavior to Welner /sic /. Hertsberg made him wait
for hours in his antichamber, has received him and kept him standingla

The preoccupation of modern historians as well as Mirabeau with these
factional battles graphically shows the mammer in which the making of foreign
policy had changed in the new reign. Formerly it had been decided upon by the
King and executed by the Foreign Minister. Now it was debated between
Hertzberg and Henry. To win victories for their viewpoints, each faction had
to resort to the use of the Boudoir or seance room of Frederick William, ap-
pealing either to Fraulein Von Voss or to the King's Rosicrucian lodge brother,
woeliner, Of course, honest differences of opinion existed between Hortzbax%‘g
and Henry. Hertsberg regarded every attempt at an understanding with France
as useless, as long as the influence of Marie-Antoinsttie continued!? Hertzberg
was bitterly anti-Austrian, and was disinterested in expanding Prussian inw
fluence in Germany through the use of the Puerstenbund?® He stood for an al-
liance with England and aggressions outside of Germany. Henry, on the other
hand, wished a peaceful understanding with France and Austria, followed by a
pacific strengthening of Prussian influence in Germany through the %‘ma%nbu%%i
The systems of the two ware directly opposed.

In the first few months of the new reign, neither could boast of a de-
cisive advantage. Against his usual custom, Prince Hemry stayed in Berlin in
the winter of 1786-7; he paid close attention to wooing the King by all extern-

181pid., 39

19%raue1, 38,
201bid., 38-9,

2lmid., 38-9,
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al means.22 The opposite side also conducted itself with businesslike attent-
ions to the king. But Frederick William avoided political discussions with
his uncle, 80 that Herry had no opportunity to renew his project of the French
alliance. Mirabeau reported, on December 19, that the arrogance of Hertsberg
almost ruined the prospects of his groups

It is true that Count Hertzberg has been on the point of losing
his place...he sald one day to the members of the (General Dirsctory-
"Gentlemen, you must proceed a little faster, business is not done thus 1
ssssoThe Sovereign warmly reprimanded his minister, who offered to resigg.
1t Hertsbnrsrg’s indiscretions were numerous, those of Henry were legion.

As early as Saﬁvtombar 5, Mirabeau had reported Henry as engaging in unwise con-
versations which tended to weaken his cause:

«sslike all weak men, passing from one extreme to the other, he
[Fenry 7 clamourously affirms that the country is undone; that priests,
blockhead, prostitutes and Englishmen are hastening its destruction...

I repeat, Es has completed his disgrace in the private estimation of
Historians likewise report that Henry did not possess the necessary self
control to hide his dissatisfaction over the setbacks at the hands of his nep~-
hew?S He made the disastrous mistake of criticizing the Mystics, "who spec
ulating on the mystical inclinations of the King would eventually deatrpy the
state."20 The colossal ego of Henry caused the full break in February; 1787.
Wishing to smooth over the coldness between himself and his uncle, Frederick

William promoted Hemry to the rank of field marshal. In a show of independence

22Ivid., 3%

23Mirabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 318-9.
2h1pid., 79-80,
25Krauel, L1,

26Ibid., k12,
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the prince refused the baton of field marshal?7 After this the two were irrecon

c¢ilable, and all hope for a French alliance was gone. Mirabeau, having heard

rumors both of the promotion and the pending refusal on the part of Henry,
felt that such a move by the Prince would be unwise in the extrems, and he
wrote on December 26:
A Grand list of promotions is spoken of, in which Prince Henry

and the Duke of Brunswic are included, as fleld marshals. But the

first says he will not be a field-marshal. He continually opposed

that title being bestowed on the Duke, under Frederick II, who re-

fused to confer such a rank on princes of the blood. This alternative

of haughtiness and vanity, even aided by his ridiculous comedy, will

not lead him far,28 |

In this instance, Mirabesu was prophetic in predicting that Henry's
haughtiness and vanity would not lead him far. Mirabeau's description of the
gradual deterioration of the Frederician Franco-Prussian rapprochement, without
yet admitting & full triumph of the Hertsberg cause, is an accurate depiction
of Franco-Prussian relations from the death of Frederick to mid January, 1787;
in detail and interpretation, his views accord with historians such as Lodge,
Gooch, Krauel, Easum and Wittichen. o

RELATIONS OF PRUSSIA AND THE MARITIME POWERS

A popular fantasy which has no currency among historians regards the
Revolution of 1786.7 in the United Provinces, and its subsequent quelling by
Prussia, as the suppresaion of a democratic revolt by the forces of absolutism.
With this popular misconception, at least one of the better authorities on the

2TIbid., L2.

28Mirabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 330.
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history of the Netherlands, Adrisan J. Barnouw, would disagree:
The Patriot Party also suffered from being a movement strictly

of the middle and upper classes. The handicraftmen and the mill

workers were on the verge of starvation, yet the Fatriots avoided

the support of the proletarians. Since the city workers blamed

their poverty on Holland's defeat by England in the War of the

American Revolution, a Patriot Party war, the Patriots were opposed

by a s0lid Orange working class.2?

However, definite grievances had given rise to the patriot party, which
was both middle class and noble in nature. As trade had begun to languish in
the late 18th Century due to British navael supremacy, agricultural provinces
such as Utrecht began to demand better representation in proportion to their
new inpor’mwo.m Catholice, Mernonites, Collegiants and Remonstrants, chafing
under treatment as second-class burghers, demanded their right to equal treat-
ment.3! A11 of these elements joined the radical, enlightened mynheers who had
read Voltaire, Rousseau and Dr. Price, and did not see eye to sys with the
majority of their caste.32 To add to the polyglot nature of the Patriot party
of protest, the party contained noblemen from Friesland, Overijsel and
Guelderland who had been moved to protest b;jr;Aﬁomnd'n supremacy in the Dutch
Republic,3?

Yot even the dominant provimce of Holland contributed to the discontent.

2%driaan J. Barnouw, Pageant of Retherlands' History, lLongmens, Ureen and
Co., (Mew York, 1952) 285,

30Ibid., 262,
3lmpid., 283,

21v14., 281,
Brvid., 286,
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For the mercantile classes of Holland, the development of British supremacy in

the carrying trade caused a decline in their former affluency. An Anti-British
bias was dominant among wealthier Dutch merchants. All elements in the Patriot

party, moreover; desired changes in the Dutch constitution, which was a night-
mare of feudal survivals and anachronistic practices.Bh

3bp clear picture of utter confusion is presented by Friedrich Edler in
the brochure, The Dutch Republic and the American Revolution, "Johns Hopkins
University Studies in Ristory,” Series XX1X, No., 2, Johns Hopkins Press,
(Baltimore, 1911), pages 11 - 1k

"Most of the sovereignty of the Dutch Republic was vested in the
States Ceneral, in which each state had one vote. It declared war;
made peace; appointed and instructed ambassadors; and made all treaties,
which had to be ratified by each province's States before they had legal
effect. Further, before any law had legal effect, it had to be ratified
by the States of the Provinge of Holland."...

#The Grand Pensionary of the States of Holland was in reality
the Foreign Minister of the United Provinses, and secretary of the
Holland States as well. He was a very influential man, since ac-
cording to the degree of power it wielded in the States (eneral,
the Province of Holland could be considered one half of the Dutch
Republic. In reality, the Grand Pensionary's power was really
greater than the Stadtholder's, since resolutions passed by the’
provincisl States of Holland were always decisive for other
provincial estates and for the States Ueneral.”

The net effect of this system was to give the magistracy of the city of
Amsterdam, a small, obligarchic group of wsalthy merchants, de facto power
in the Republic.
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Count de Mirabeau understood the obligarchic Dutch system of govermnment: 1

The Sovereign council /The States General / is only in possession ]
of imaginary authority. It is the burgomaster, who are annually changed; !
or rather, in fine, such among the burgomasters as gain some influence
of understanding or character over the others who lssue those orders
that direct the important vote of the city of Amgterdam, in the aszembly
of the States /the provincial States of Holland 7.35

He saw that the true control of the g’o‘varnment of the United Provinces rested
in the Provincial States of the province of Holland. He knew that this body
was, in reality, controlled by a few ugiatrétes of the city of Amsterdam who
directed Amsterdam's delegation to the Provincisl States of Holland. Mirabeau
made it guite clear that he felt that the various legislative bodlies of the
United Provinces in no way represented the people:
The regents have necessarily laboured to render themselves independ-
ent of the people, since they have never consigned over the sovereignty
to the regents, nor have had any interest to support them, have on all

occasions eounteracged their attempts, This was the origin of the
Stadtholder party.>

Repelled by the narrow obligarchy of Holland which had no touch with the
nation's masses, Mirabeau questioned the wisdom of France's support of the
Patriot faction, which he saw as a tool of the obligarchy. Hence he wrote on 4

January 13, 1787:

I fear, since it is necessary I should confess my fears, we rely
too much on the ascendancy which the aristooracy has gained of late
years over the Stadtholdership...It is for such reasons that I cannot
understand why it should not be for our interest to bring these disputes
to a conclusion, if we do not wish to annul the Stadtholdership, which canL
not be annulled without giving birth to foreign and domestic convulsionsd/

3541 rabeau, Secrat History of the Court of Berlin, 378
361bid., 377-8. !
3TIbid., 377, |
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The French support of the Patriot faction had been based upon Dutch jeal-

ousy of Britain. Vergennes took advantage of these altered sentiments of the
putch merchant class to revive the long-defunct Republican Farty, under the
subsidigzation of Franco.BB To the astonishment of a world, accustomed to the
Dutch sentiment of fdgr for France, traditional since the days of Louis XIV,
the Dutch States General had, in 1779, joined the formidable coalition against
England in the War of the American Revolution.)’ Their very failure in this war
inspired bitter hostility in the Unit§d>Prov1nces against William V, whom the
Dutch considered "a half hearted fos of the national enemy in the war,niO

Justification existed for considering the Stadtholder pro-English.’!
Meanwhile, to counter the pro-French Patriot propaganda, Harris, the

3Lodge, Cambridge Modern History, Volume VIII, 321,

391bid., 321,

kOrbid., 321,

blprrastic ties made William V pro-English, according to Edler,: op.eit.,13
Since William V's mother, the Princess Anne 6f England, had always remained at-
tached to her homeland, so did her son. Due to the allisnce which the States
of Holland made with France in 1785, William admired in England the only power
which could or would fortify his position. This was true since before the
Revolutlon, his wife, Wilhelmina, following the lead cf her uncle, Frederick
the Great, was pro-French. ,

On page 322, op.cit., Lodge writes

"By championing Dutch interests in the dispute with Joseph II over the
Scheldt, Vergemnes furthsr increased French influence over the Republic by con-
cluding, in November, 1785, the Treaty of Fontainebleau, establishing a formal
alliance between France and Holland.
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English ambassador to the Hague, began subsidizing the pro-English Stadt-

holder's Orange Part.y.l‘2 Harris, an aggressive envoy who was later dubbed Lord

Malmesbury in reward for his Dutch efforts, contacted the leading politicians

of the lesser provinces.i‘:" Possibly the party who exerted the strongest pro-

English influence on William V was Duke Louis Ernest of Brunawick,hh the

Stadtholder's tutor and adviser. In 1785 during the Scheldt crisis ths

States of Holland had commenced to deprive the Stadtholder of various poversl}s

and had recruited free corps, bodies of soldiers bearing loyalty to the Holland

thOdge’ 322 .
b31pi14., 322.3.

Litne States of Holland had managed to obtain the dismissal and banishment
to Eisenach of Duke Louis Ernest, who was accused of "having dept William V
ignorant of affairs of state," sccording to Edler, op. cit., 21. The Duke was
further accused of having made an agreement with W Vwhile still tutor,
the Acte van Consultenschap, according to which "the Stadtholder was bound
to ask the Duke's oe in all matters." ‘

LSTnis is explained by F. C. Schlosser, History of the Eighteenth Century,
Tr., D. Davidson, (London, 1845), Volume V, pages 376-Dl paseim. Though rather
old, the work of Schlosser is very thorough. He relates that between 1784
and 1786, the States of Holland deprived the Stadtholder of influence in the
election of magistrates; soon other provinces followed suit. When a prove
incial States could not decide whether or not to deprive, the rival parties
applied for military aid either to tha States of Holland or to the
Stadtholder.
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8tates, not to the Sudtholder.hé’
The actual outbresk of the revolution occurred in September, 1786, when

two cities in Guelderland, Hatten and Elburg, revolted against Stadtholder
authorityw and were put down by force. The States of Holland, claiming a
Federal authority it did not have, mtaliaﬁd by depriving the Stadtholder of
the command of the army and navy.l‘a From all over the United Provinces - from
Overijssel and Holland in particular « the citigenry formed volunteer bands to
aid Hatton.w Though the Stadtholder managed to suppress Hatten and Elburg, the|
incident had united the country behind the Patriots.

The Eng;ish envoy, Harris, knew the Orange cause was lost if foreign
intervention m not quickly forthcoming. Yet he realired Pitt would refuse to
commit England to intervention, since this would renew the war with France.>C

Lépccording to Schlosser, op. cit., 376-81 passim, Holland had formed its
own militia as early as 1783, fearing a quarrel with William V., When Joseph II
threatened to open the Scheldt in 1785, Holland kept increasing its troops.
The Rheingraf Salm von Grumbach also put tozether a Patriot free corps in
Utrecht. In 1785 Vergennes sent General de Mallebois to Holland to organize a
resistance to Joseph II. When the Scheldt crisis died out, the States of
Hollané hired Count Mallebois to manage its armies. The free corps leader
Salm von Grumbach, Count Mallebois and a deputy in the States Ueneral, Gyzalaer
were considered the leaders of the Anti.Stadtholder plots.

L7Lodge, 322, Lodge calls the Hatten and Elburg suppressions the immediate| |
cause of the deprivation of the Stadtholder's military command, which in turn, i‘\
sparked the Revolution,

According to Ludwig Hausser, Deutsche Geschichte vom Tode Friedrichs
des Orossen, (Leipsig, 185L), page 257, Ratten had refused to recognize magis-
trates whom the Stadtholder had appointed, according to the 1672 Constitution,
"When execution of the Stadtholder's order was threatensd, both cities announc-
ed they would resist to the last man,®

L8Lodge, 322,
L9Hgusser, 269 .

SOLOng’ 322.
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The only state with both the interest in intervening and the power to intervend
was Prussia, where the heir apparent, Frederick William, was the brother of
Princess Wilhelmina, the Stadtholder's wife.

However while Frederick reigned Prussian intervention was unthinkable.
Had France not opposed the Bavarian Exchange plan in 1785, it might have been

impossible to stop Joseph, even by the weapon of the Fuerstenbund. Finally
after long hositntion, Vergennes had declared himself opposed to the scheme,
and the Emperor had been forced to give 1t up.”t Were Frederick to intervens
in Holland in 1786, he would have driven France into the arms of Joseph, who
could have revived his QavarianchB.ginn Exchmgo plan without French oppositior
and hence with good chances of success, Frederick however took token action
in favor of the Stadtholder. He opened up nogoﬁuuom with the States Gen-
eral on the subject of the command of the Hague garrison; he delivered two
notes on this subject. Yet he struck out of these notes, originally prepared
by Hertzberg, "all passages which laid too 11%%10 stress on the constitutional |
power of the States of Holland and the States Gensral.®>2
The death of Frederick augured s ohangs in the policy of Prussia toward

Holland., It was known that Frederick William, a nearer relative of Princess
Wilhelmina than Frederick, desired to play the role of a dominating figure on
the stage of Europs. It was generally known that Hertsberg, the Foreign
Minister of Prussia, had diaama of Frederick's neutrality policy to

510scar Browning, "The Foreign Policy of Pitt to the Outbreak of war with
France, "Cambridge Hodermato_g% McH{1lan Co. and University Press, Volume
VITY < The French Revolution, 28l1-2

stchlosser, 383,
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folland, and favored armed intervention in HOIland.SB The bellicose intentions

of Hertzberg, and his Anglophilia, irritated Mirabeau, who wrote of Hertzberg:

Hertszberg is wholly Dutch, for it is only decent manner in
which he can be English, and he may greatly influence foreign politics,
although he does not understand them. As, the other day he was re-
hearsing his eternal repetition of "The King Will be THE PLEDGE OF
THE STADTHOLDER®, I said to him..."What shall happen when France
shall demonstrate that the Stadtholder has broken engagements, entered <L
into under her sanction? The king is not the brother-in.law of Holland;

Upon hls coming to the throne, Frederick William was subjected to the advice

of Hertsberg who advocated lmmediste armed intervention in Holland. However,

all the King proved willing to do was to send Count Ooerts to Holland as a

special envoy to try to negotiate a settlemant of the Dutch embroglio with the

French envoy, Renneval.

Mirabeau, whose task at Berlin was to keep the foreign office at Versail~

lee apprised of significant developments wrote Parie on August 29, 17863

Count Goerts goes to Holland; I know not whether instead of
Thulsmeyer /Prussian ambassador at the Hague / or ad tempus...he
ie cold, dry and ungracious; but subtle, master of his temper, though
violent. That he is of the English party is certain; he is loyal to
Hertsberg, and convinced that the ianac between Holland and France
is so unnatural it must soon end...

Goertz was instructed that the office of Stadtholder must be maintained, though

he could igrue to the restrietion of its powers. Hausser said of the Goerts

nissions

The sending of Count Goerts had only one object - to cause a
peaceful solution of the Dutch rebsllion by compromise batween French,
Prussian, Orange and Patriot interests. It was inaugurated at a crite
ical moment - that point in time when the supporters of Hatten and
Elburg had raised patriot resistance to the highest point. The States

53Lodge, 323. See also Schlosser 383,
ggﬁirabuu, Secret History of the Court of Berlin,
Ibid., 70,
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of Holland, at this time, was making threats to secede from the
United Provinces. It was sggght. to work out the troubls peacefully,
in cooperation with France.

In explaining the reason Frederick William rejscted the violent Hertsberg
solution of immediate intervention, Mirabeau postulated that the fear of the

King of opening his reign with a war ghich Prussis possible could lose deter-
red him from immediate intervention. It was pointed out in the dispateh of
September 30:

The king has fear of making a false step at the baginning of
his reign...Hertzberg's advice was to march ten thousand men into

Holland; and that there was on this occasion a very warm contention
between him and Oeneral Moellendorf, in the King's presence.57

The historian Schlosser doubted Frederick Willism's sincerity in sending Goerts)
He believes that the King was shrewdly buying time with the Goertz mission:

The very fact that Goerts stayed at Amersfort, where the States
of Utrecht was sitting under the protection of the army of the Stadt-
holder, made him appear in Patriot eyes as the agent of Princess
Wilhelmina, not the agent of Prussia. Hence success was impossible.
Frederick William knew this and was attempting to delay proceedings,
by means of the Gosrts Mission, until such time as the ailing Vergennes
would die, He felt vergggma' meeoasor wouln not impede a Prussian
intervention in Holland. \

This suggestion uy giva Frederick William credit for more political
acumen than he posaesud. Mirabeau regarded (oerts personslly as an English
partisany if this were truc, it is on].y natural that he would stay at Amers-
fort, among peoplo congenial to his views. Goerts's predelictions in favor of
Hertsberg may have led him to stay at Amersfort, appear as a tool of the

56Kmaur, 270 .
STMirabesu, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 126 .
Saschloaur, Volume V, 387
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of the Princess, and thus doom the mission. He may have been so instructed by
his superior, Hertizberg.

But as for Frederick William, much evidence exists to confirm Kirabeau's
view that he opposed immediate intervention and personally wished for the suc-
cess of the Goerts Mission, despite the admonitions of Hertgberg in favor of
armed intervention in Holland., Frederick William wrote to Ambassador
Thulemeyer in Octobers

The Emperor would like to see how, without any cost to him, his
neighbor [i: United Provinces_/ would be weakened. He would then

wait a favorable time to push his own interest in the Scheldt against

a weakened Holland., I cannot begin a war merely in the interests of

the Stadtholder.59 ;

A letter written by Frederick William to Thulemeyer on December, 26, 1786, re~
iterates this position: "My interests do not allow me to have an armed inter-
vention on behalf of the Stadtholder."®" These letters fortify Mirabeau's and
Hausser's contention that the King wished success for the Goertz Mission; they
make Schlosser's view that the King was awaiting the death of Vergennes prior
to intervention appesar a bit strained. Hirib:qku believed Frederick William
was resisting Hertsberg's urges for immedlately intervening with stubborness:
Count Hertsberg has mads a new attempt to interfere in the affairs
of Holland, which had been interdicted him by the King, and has pre-
sented a memorial on the subject, in which he pretends to prove that

crowned heads have several times stood forth as mediators between the
States and the Stadtholder. Prince Henry believes the memorial has

produced some effect. But I have reasons for being of a different opinigy

59Frederick William to Thulemeyer, as cited in Hausser, op. cit. 271,

6°Ibid., as cited in Hausser, 271,

61M1rabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 259,

!
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While Frederick William was resisting the arguments of Hertsberg in favor
of intervention in Holland, new forces were at work to change the King's mind.
A meeting occurred between Duke Karl Ferdinand of Brunswick, the leading gener-
gl in the Prussian army, and his cousin, Duke Louls Ernest of Brunswick at
Eisenach during the month of October of 1786.92 At this meeting Louis Ernst
urged his cousin to advocate intervention and to abandon his former pro-French
policy. Seeing in such a military”;dvanture the only way to advance his career
in Berlin, now that Prussia was coming under the influence of a different
clique of advisors, Duke Karl did as his cousin advised. Thus the foremost
figure in Prussian military affairs joined foreign minister Hertszberg in a
common poliey.

During the week-snd of October 18, Mirabeau was a houseguest at Brunswick;
his despatch dated October, 18, bears the place designation, "Brunswick.*63
The Duke, himself, hinted at the changed state of affairs when he told Mirabeau
that 3ir James Harris, English ambassador at the Hague, was holding out the
promise of "A POWERFUL AND EFFICACIOUS SUCCOR,"! should the King of Prussia
decide to send an armed foroe into Holland. To Mirabeau, the course of events
seemed to point to a woraéning of relations between Prussia and the States of
Holland.

In the winter of 1786-7, King Frederick William moved gradually toward the

623¢hl0aser, Volume V, 385,
63Mirabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlinm, 176,

6hpid., 182,
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direction of active intervention, clearly indicating the decline in influence
of Prince Henry and the King's continued regard for the opinions of his Minister|
Hertzberg. Mirabeau attributed the new policy largely to the influence of the
puke of Brunswick, whom he pictured as precipitating the crisis., Thus the des-
patch of January L, 1787 reported that:

«sothe Duke of Brunswick was the first who spoke to Baron Reeds

[Princess Wilhelmina's personal envoy / of the Prussian troops being

put in motion /towards the Dutch bordsr but not across it_/ and asked

him what effect he imagined it would have on the affairs of Holland,

if some regiments of cavalry were marched into, and, should it be needed,

if a camp were formed in, 8?’ principality of Cleves, which might be

called a camp of pleasure.
The worsening of relations between the Crown of Prussia and the States of
Holland is accurately reflected in Mirabeau's reference to the use by Prussia
of military threats against the Dutch Republic. Soom after writing this des-
patch, Hirabeau returned to Faris,

Meanwhile in France Vergennes died in early 1787; his active Holland pol-
icy died with him., He was replaced as Foreign Minister by a far weaker man,
Montmorin., Furthermore, France was suffering ;'39,' acutely from financial dife
ficulties that the Assembly of Notables had been called to meet in 1787. Hencee
forth, Franee lost interest in Holland.

Ultimately, Princess Wilhelmina was able to affect, by a feminine strategem}

65Ibid., 358,
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ghat which the most brilliant diplomats of the time, such as Hertgberg and
farris, were unable to wz:zcw:mp].:tsh.,66 The Princess, while on route from Loo to
ghe Hague was halted two leagues from Schoonhaven by a Dutch peddler convarted
into an officer on June 1k, 1787-67 The Dutchman, an exhibitionist, "behaved
in a comical manner which was later interpreted as un insult by Hertsberg,"©d
When word lesked to Berlin that France would not intervene, on September 13,
17687, the Prussian army of 20,000, under the Duke of Brunswick, invaded Hollanﬁg
Within a month, the Netherlands were once more completely subjected to the
Stadtholder. One year after this, Hertzbarg and Harris signed the Triple All-
iance, a defensive alliance betwean the Maritime Fowers and Prussia. The key
fastor in the easy triumph of Frussia in Holland was the neutrality of France.
As Lodge says: |
And so France stood forth aloof and allowed the Heplubican party

t0 suffer for its excessive confidence in French honor. The abstention
of France sealed the fate of Holland.70

Probably the outstanding result of Prussia's military triumph over the

66schlosser, op. cit. , 389, insists that Wilhelmina wished to proveke an
incident. She knew the ares between Loo and the Hague was Patriot country, yet
ehe went on her voyage undisguised. She thus hoped the voysge would result in
some sort of an affront to har person, or st least arocuse pro-Orange sentiment
in the mobs of the Hague.

67schlosser, Volume V, 389
6&1:93'9." 369 ‘900

690n page 390, op cit. , Schlosser claims that in France, the head of the
Ministry, de Brienns, stated that if France intervened, so would England, and
France was financially unable to fight a naval war. Hontmorin and Calonne had
Proposed sending military aid to Holland, but de Brienne prevailed.

TLodgs, 322-3,

«

United Provinces was the signing of the Triple Alliance bstween England,folland |
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and Prussia on April 15, 1788, Its terms were comparatively simple. It guar-
gnteed the hereditary Stadtholderats in Holland to the House of Orange, and
gstablished a defensive alliance between the three countrioa‘n In reality, the
Triple Alliance was a triumph for the foreign policy of Pitt. Finding England
without a friend on the Continent five years before, Pitt had welded three prog
ressive Buropean countries into a solid, powsrful bloc under the };egamony of
England. The signing of the Triple Alliance also marked the end of Vergennes'
policy, which had built up good feeling between France, Holland and Prussia.
It signified a total defeat for ?r:l!xee Henry's policy, and a great victory for
the Anglophilia of‘%unt Hertzberg., Viewed in this light, the Triple Alliénce
merks a total failure of Mirabeau's mission; it was just this sort of thing
Mirabeau was supposed to prevent. Mitigation may be pleaded on behalf of the
Count, neverthelessj his status was unofficial, and he had no discretion in the
creation of the foreign poliey of any of the powers involvod. He was an obe
server, not a policy maker,

One comment made by Mirabeau on the nature of the Dutch Revolt is guite
significant for students of the further development of the champion of the
people in the French Revolution:

Should ever a link exist betwsen the citizens and the regents,
the despotism of the Stadtholder and the caprices of the obligarchy
will have an endj but while no sueh union does exist; while the mode

in which the peopls influence the govern%nt remains undetermined, so
long must the system....remain insecure.

T1Browning, 288,
"2M3rabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 379,
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In this paragraph, Mirabeau condemns equally obligarchy such as that which

prevailed in Holland, and despotism. He advocates the establishment of a con-
gtitution to allow for representative govermment, with the representatives
standing as surrogate for all. If his studies into the problem of Holland
clarified his concepts as to representative govermment, then these studies,
undertaken while in Berlin, were a very valuable apprenticeship for Mirabeau.
(Viewed in this light, his voyage to Berlin was a success.)
RELATIONS BEIWEEN AUSTRIA, PRUSSIA AND THE GERMAN STATES

In the decade of the 1780's, one man dominated most of the concerns and
difficulties of Frederick and his successor; this man was the Emperor, Joseph
II, Joseph's early education had been very mgleatéd; dull pedogogues made
learning seem distasteful to hin.73 At sixteen, the events of the Seven Years
War aroused him from apathy and instillsd in him a desire to emulate Austria's
great ensmy, Frederick of Prusm.m Though this display of energy was promptly
repressed, the motive of emulating in some way Frederick's theft of Silesia
dominated Joseph's every thought. The early death of his first wife, with whom
Joseph was deeply in love, had a profound effect on his personality also; he
plunged himself into total devotion to public affairs and the aequisition of
kncvlcdgezg more or less in sublimation for his loss.

Under his incognito of Count Falkenstein, Joseph traveled throughout

3William Coxe, History of the House of Austria,(London, 1847), Volume III

Thneq,, 485-=6,
T5Tbid., LBS-6.
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Europe without pomp, cleosely examining the industries, the naval and military
forces, and the courts, "with the perseverence of a Peter the Great."70 Even
vefore his susccession to the Imperial throns, Joseph had ewbarked, in 17789,
on a war of conquest. He had attempted to seize Bavaria. Without paying heed
to the diplomatic opposition of both Russias and France, Joseph had gone to war
with Frederick over the succession to the Electorate of Bavaria.

The War of the Bavarian Suecession, the "Potato War", was a strange one in
which the opposing armies marched and countermarched but avoided pitched battled.
Finally, Catherine of Russia sent an army to the Galician border and offered to
aot as an armed md.tator.n Joseph was forced to capitulate and allow a peace
corgress to meet at Teschen in March, 1779.7% The terms saved Austria's face by
granting her the Innviertel, a tiny section of 3l square miles. However under
the terms of the peace, France and Russia, as well as Pruisia, guaranteed the -
German Constitution and the territorisl integrity of the constituent states of
the &npi:-e.w |

It is posaible that this failure in his iqtti&l adventure in emulation of
Fraderick the Oreat caused the rashness and in#uhivamu by which Joseph
flitted from one imperialist scheme to another..His biographer, Psdover, sayst

NHot only did Joseph loss prestige, so essential to a Honarch but
his first great military-diplomatic setback had an unsettling effect con

his personality. Thwarted in his first adventure, (which was a conscious
and subconscious attempt at imitating his rival, f’mdoriok 's career),

76Ibid., L86,
77

78%10. Padover, The Revolutionary Fmperor, Joseph II,Ballou,(N.Y.1933)1L9-

"91nid,, 156=1
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Joseph's narclssism drove him in later years to various "rash® imperialistic
adventures. It was as if he were desperately striving to assert that sgnse of
guperiority which had been so deeply outraged in the Bavarian struggle. 0
Rashness and impulsiveness were combined with inconsistency in Josepht's domest-
jc policies, once he succeeded to the Imperial Throna.sl, This can be said of
his policy towards serfs, of his toleration policy, of his policy to the Press,

and of his poliey toward the Roman Curia.

801mid., 157-8

31Jouph has come into history with a fine reputation as sn ideal "en-
lightened despot.® TYet coxe, op. cit., L90 says of his serf policy:

*In 1780, in the Edics For The Regulation of Taxes, he sbolished all
feudal distinctions, such as tIthes, labor services, etc., in his German domin-
jons. Yet the lords were exempted from the land taxs the village as a whole
was made collectively responsible. The pessants, in these cases, sometimes
felt a tax increase of 60%." Ernst Wangermann, in From Josaph II to the
Jacobin Trials, (Oxford, 1959) says on page 281 '

“"Under Josephine recruitment system, the "liberated® serfs, formerly sub:
Jject to no conscriptiocn, found themselves liable to the constant threat of have
ing to spend the rest of their lives in the army.* In Coxe, op. cit.,

Joseph's toleration poliey finde an ardent admirer, pages ,,90-7 passim, Coxe

sayss

"The wisest part of his plan was the Edict of Toleration which granted
Protestants and Greek Catholics free exercize of their religion. To .the Jews,
Joseph did grant the right to engage in all arts and trades, the right to en-
gage in agriculture, and the right to study at the universities." However,
Ernst Wangermann, op. c¢it., though he does not criticize the toleration policy
of Joseph, which was certainly praiseworthy, does question whether Joseph's
motives were humanitariant

"The inadequacy of Joseph's Edict of Toleration was clear to many
Austrisns who saw in it only a device to attract settlers to the wastelands of
Hungary.*® e 11 / Since Joseph regarded his own Church as a rival for power
withiﬁ gu.s ia, he was intolerant of the Roman Curia, according to Coxe, op.cit|
page L9513

"...he demanded government approval before publication of all Papal
Bulls, He exempted Austrian religious from obedience to their Chief Residents
in Rome. He suppressed many monasteries and turnsd suppressed oonvents into
hospitals, universities and barracks." Wangerman, op. cit. 18 states that in
1781 Joseph "greatly relaxed the severity of the censorship."” Yet in 1785, in
the "Patent concerning Freemasons®™, the police were impowered to supervise the
activity of 'n'r‘az"’ﬁa odges. The patent required their registration with the police
and gave the police power to "investigate and report malcontents.®

-
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Mirabeau felt that Joseph was a dangerous mar. On June 2, 1786 he made
this clear:
"Whichever plan he may chuse /sic_/ his /Joseph’s_/ native turbulence and

w82 The Count made

gigantic projects will produce discord, terror and confusion.
a great point of stiressing Joseph's inconsistency in his domestic affairs; in

the Memorial to Frederick William, he advised the new King of Prussia:

The inconsistency of that sovereign /Joseph /, among your rivals, who
had attempted the most, has been more urious to the political re-
spect in which he might have been held than his worst errors.83

Though the author of the Secret History held Joseph in dread, he felt his char-

acteristic inconsistency would always prevent his success in both his domestic

and foreign ventures:

The Duke /of Brunswick / is very far from being relieved of all
his fears concerning the projects of the Emperor, whose puissance
and advisers he hold in infinite dread; true it is that his ine
consistency should render his designs and the execution of them
abortive; that gﬁe irrationality of his personal conduct should
hasten his end.

Mirabeau did not attribute Joseph's problem to narcissism as does Padover;
yet he does mention "the irrationality of his personal conduct." Bisigeneral
His general attitude towards :bseph bespeaks of some doubt in Mirabead as to
Josaph's mental wsil<batmg. Above all, he was totally unimpressed with Joseph
as a representative of the Enlightenmant:

Men of justice, men of worth, what must a monarch be who can add to

82Mirabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, xit
83Mirabeau, Memorial to Frederick William, 396 o
ahﬂirabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 161-2°
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the rigor of the Judge? A tyrant! What can ‘he Monarch be who
tramples under foot the right of humanity? A tyrant! What can the
Monarch be who can make the laws and the Justice of his kingdom his
sport? - A tyrant! What can the Monarch be who in criminal decisions
shall act only according to his caprice? A Josephll!
A Joseph - Oh God! Oreat God! What then is man? A poor and
feeble creature whom an imperious oppressor may at any moment reduce
to dust; or may rend his heart, extort hls last sigh by seven thousand §gg
raging torments, which the Hydra with seven thousand heads in sport inﬂict&

Mirabeau then described ths Sgekely case, a cause celebre of the period.

In this case an officer of an Hungarian regiment of Guards embestled 97,000

porins. He was condemned to six years imprisorment, a harsh sentence according

to standard of the time, by a court mtm.% The Count reported that Joseph,
ku‘tcr personally reviewing the cue;‘" instead of reducing the penalty or pardone
ing the officer, actually personally increased the term of imprisomnt..87

?(irabuu's condemnation of Joseph for his actions in this cass, despite the

leness of the prose cited above, expressed Enlightenment revulsion at the
buses practiced by a King who claimed to be influenced by Voltaire and Beccaria.
en the Baron De Trenck, the refuter of Mirabeau, echoed the Count's sentiments
Iehen he wrotes o , :
What man has suffered more than 8sekaly from the terrible power
of arbitrary despotism? Who has more right than I, to complain in a
loud voioce agsinst.odious abuses. I am a respectable friend of a

faithful and good sovereign who wishes to be the fathag of hie subjects,
but I am the implacable enemy of despotic persecutors. 8

85Mirabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 173-h,

B61pid., 168-175,

87Baron Friedrich De Trenck, Examen politique d'un ouvrage intitule Hiatoirn%
crets de la cour de Berlin, (Berlin, I 7509')"', "z’o;E LE '

88
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*n almost universal agreement of modern historlians and contemporary writers seem

to vindicate Mirabeau's assessment of the unenlightened nature of this "enlight-
ened despot.®
The death of Maria Theresa freed Joseph's hand in the area of foreign pol-

joy; her dislike of Catherine had prevented accord between Austria and Russiad?

ince the “Greek Project" of Catherine and Petemkin required Austrian gooper-
tion, a secret alliance between the courts of Vienna and St. Pete;‘a‘bm’g was

Jooncludad in May, 1781.90 Hirabeau,in‘his' brochure, Doutes sur la liberte de
1 'Escaut, had alfaady labiod the Austro-Russian alliance as the greatest menace
to the peace of Europe. His fears had not lessensd on June 2, 1786, when he

thotos

Al]l his engagements, public andi private, with the Empress of
Rusgia, tend to realise and cement the oriental system, which is
become the ruling passion of Catherine II, and the safety, hope,
and asylum of Potemkin, The Emperor has little money; but he has
four hundred thousand soldiers, some officers, and the fatal power
of whelming @ic every individual of his subjects in the destructive

gulph of war.
Joseph had tendered diplomatic support to Catherine in her moves which cul-
hmhd in the Russian annexation of the Crimea in 1783.92 Howsver when he ate

demurred., dJoseph gave up thcu aspiration and began to deman of the Ottoman

89Michasl Florinsky, Russia, A History and an Interpretation, McMillan
W(New York, 1955), Volume 1, 52

01pid., 528,
91Mirabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, x-xi,

921bid., 528.

[tempted to sscure for himself the annexation of Moldavia and Wallachia, Cathorinﬂ
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gmpire the cession of ths Banat, Serbla, and Bosnia-Herzogovina; French diplom=
atic pressure checked his ambitions in these areas.”> Nervously abandoning his
eastern projects, Joseph turned, in 1784, to the west. le devised the Bavariand
Belgian Exchange Plan, Under this acheme, the Elactor of Bavaris, Charles

Theodore, would give up his electorate in Bavaria for a Xingdom in Belgium,%%
Joseph attempted to buy French support by excluding from Belgium Namur and

luxembourg, which were to be ceded to Franco.”
The Count of Zweibruecken, however, owned reversionary rights to the elsct.

orates of Bavaria snd the Palatinate and Elector Charles Theodors was childless,
Therefore, a key move in the Josephine scheme was to secure Zweibruecken's cone
sent. Russia's ald was secured to accomplish this purpou.% Frederick the
Great, though 73 in 1783, entered into the bqtatla over Zweibruscken's consent.
After some intricate diplomatic manuvering, Frederick formally offered his proe

93according to Coxe, op. cit., Vergennes categoricelly opposed any division
of the Ottoman empire. France sent engineers to Turkey to help fortify strong
points along the Damube. When this sort of pressure failed to deter Joseph,
France then tirestensd Joseph with forming a confederation betwsen France,
Prussia and Sardinia against Austrias and Russias. Vergennes informed Joseph thal
France was willing to plunge all Europe into war, rather than permii him to sel
Bosnia-Hersogovina. Fearful for the safety of his Italian possessions, as well
as for the safety of the Austrian Netherlands, both of which were indefensible
in the face of a determined French attack, Jossph backed down and gave up his
Turkish ambitions in early 178L. /pages 1.2_?

9h1bid., 502,

951pad., 503

96A0ting on Catherine's instructions, Count Romantsow verbally proposed td
the Count of Zwelbruecken that if Zweibruecken concurred in the Exchange, he
would, on Charles Theodors's death receive the Austrian Netherlands, minmus Namur
and Luxembourg, with the title of King of Burgundy, according to Coxe, op. Cit.d
503"!1 and &'mm’ 22_-’0&0 » 312 .

S—

L




states, as the defender of solemn treaties.

had openly disregarded a solemn treaty, the Peacs of Teschen.

97Browning, 312. BSes aleo Coxe, op. git., 503-k .

later apply them to the small German states.

heritage of being friends of the House of Austria.

99Browning, 281, 312-13 and Coxe 503-5 ,

g

tection to Zweibruecken, and triumphed when Zweibruecken, in proper diplomatic
gorm, appsaled for aid from France and Russia, as guarantors of the Psace of
Teschen of 1."4'79¢97 This move made Frederick, in the eyes of the small German

Frederick, in his diplomatic negotiations with the small CGerman states,

stressed the fact that although Joseph had backed down in his demands for Bave
gria after he failed to secure Zweibruecken's consent, he had done so only be-
cause he had failed to secure this consent. He stressed the fact that Joseph

This argument

effectively ralsed fears of Austrian domination in the small states.’" In nis
formation of the Fusrstenbund on Ja]y 23, 1785, Frederick had almost universal
support among the rulers of the small German states for an alliance to guaran-
tee the territorial integrity of all member states in the Holy Roman Empire.
On July 23, the articles were signed by the King of Prussia, the King of Eng-
land as Elector of Hanover, and the Elector of Saxcw,”soon after this the

4

983rowning, op.cit., 312-3, and Coxe, op.eit. 503-5 are mutually of the op-|
inion that the violation of the Treaty of Teschen aroused fears in the German
states that if Joseph waz willing to apply such principles to Bavaria, he would

, Also, they feared that if Bavaria would become part of Austria, the bal-
ance of Protestantism and Catholicism in the German Diet would be overthrown.
When Joseph tried to procure the Coadjutorship of Koln for his brother, Max-
imillien, an office which carried with it the right to succeed to the Arche
bishophric of Koln and the Bishophric of Musnster, even the small Catholic
Eccleiastical states feared Hapsburg ascendancy in the Princely and Eletoral
Colleges of the Diet would bs too predominant. Thus, even the Boclesiastical
states were willing to ally with Frederick against Joseph, despite their long
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flector of Mains and the Duke of Zweibruecken adhered. Yet even the formation
of the Fuerstenmbund, and the action of the Estates of Bavaria in foreing its
flector to abandon the Bavarian-Belgian he had agreed to already,  Cdid not
force a complete abandorment of the scheme. For this, French opposition was
necessary.
Frederick now began to embarass Versailles by publicly addressing remon-
strances to France, accusing her of being bribed into acceptance of the Ex-
change Plan by offers of Namur and mebom'g}O:LWMn Vergennes formally made a
declaration condemning the Bavarisn Exchange in 1785, Joseph was forced to abani
don the schems in toto. Again checked in his aggressions in the West by Fred-
erick and Vergennes, Joseph decided to await the approaching death of his two
old enemies before unleashing further aggressions in the Bast. This was the
situation in the summer of 1786 when Mirabeau began writing the letters which
constitute the Secret History of the Court of Berlin,

Mirabeau was dubious of Prussia in her new role of "preserver Qt Uerman
liberties." He knew that Frederick had croaét@ the Fuerstenbund as a device to
advance Prussian interests by defeating Austrians

Whether he /Joseph_/ will or will not be prevented by Frederick
William is a question undecidsd. The preservation of the Uermanie
liberties, now seriously menaced, will be a specious pretext for
present attackj though the King of Prussia should hereafter wish to
become their inveterate oggressior. But his personal safety is still
a more ismediate motive;l :

100goxe, 503-5,
101coxe » 503-5, and Browning 312-13.
10241 rabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, xi,
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fie must have known that French vacillation in opposing the Bavarian-Exchange
plan of 1785 had been caused by Joseph's offer of Namur and Luxembourg to
france in exchange for permission to proceed with the scheme. Un July 16, 1786,
the Duke of Brunswick's conversation with Mirabeau demonstrates a distrust of
france on the part of the small states, because of Versailles' questionable
gtand in this matter:
The Duke assured me raputcdly that all the Protestant powers
of Germany, and a great part of the Catholic, would incontrovertibly
be in the interest of France, whenever the latter should fully convince
the Germanic body of her amicable intentions; and when I asked what
pledges should be given us that the high part with which the Elector
of Hatover was invested, in the Confederation of the Princes, should
not sway the cabinet of Berlin to the side of the English, and should
not be an invineible impediment between Versailles and Prussia, he
clearly shewed /sic_/ me that the Germanic Leagus would never have
assumed its present form, had it not been for the ambiguity of our 18
conduct, relative to the 3cheldt, to Bavaria, and to the orientsl system.
This report by Mirabeau infers that the small states, fearing that France
had abandoned her classical role as guarantor of the Peace of Westphalia and
the existence of the small states, had turned to Prussia as the agency to stop
dJoseph, who intendsd to unify Cermany by daairp{ying then. In retaliation,
Frederick and his Fuerstenbund had entrusted a prominent role in the league to
George III in his capacity as the Elector of Hanover. The Bund tried to mask
this fact:
He /Brunswick / added that the Elector of Hanover and the King of
England were two very different persons; and that the English and the
Germans were gresat strangers to one another.lOl
Nonetheless Frederick found it difficult to forget the Seven Years War, a war

in which England proved a poor ally. The effective manner in which Vergennes

[ ——

1031p34., 16-17
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blocked the Scheldt scheme impressed him more than the signing by George Il of
the articles of the Fuerstenbund. He would have preferred a committment from
France to the Fuerstenbund, Mirabeau affirmed this when he wrote on August 15,
shortly before Frederick's deaths

Nor is it required /by Prussia / that we quarrel with Vienna;
nothing more is asked that a treaty of confraternity, agreeable to
the guarantes of the treaty of Westphalia,..and with this only secret
article that, should there bs any infringement of the peace, we then
should go further; and if at the present a treaty be refused, reciprocal
letters betwean the two King...In short a pledge is demanded against
the Austrian system: ani ;hn written word of honor of the King of
Franoce will be accepted.l0!
After Frederick's death Joseph II, disgusted with the rasults to date of
his Russian alliance, looked forward to two events; the death of French Foreign
Minister Vergennes, who had rendered his eastern projects abortive; and the
voyage with Catherine to Cherson, on which trip definitive plans would be are
ranged for the division of the spoils of the Ottoman Empire. As Lodge says:

There was good reason to believe that when Prussia was ruled by
Frederick William II, and when the French Foreign Ministry would be
headed by a weaker man, it would be more feasible isg.huatria and
Russia combined to dictate their will in the East. !
Prince Potemkin felt that a visit by Joseph to the Crimea would cement the
alliance. Soon after the death of Frederick, in August of 1786, Catherine in-
vited Joseph II to go with her the next spring on her contemplated vcoyage to ﬁhﬂ
Crimea. On December 19, Mirabeau confirmed the fact or the invitation, al-

though he expressed doubts the voyage would ever take place. He wrote:

105ndd., L7 .

106L°d89: ny .
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««othat there are proceedings and projects which, without alarme j u‘
ing for he certainly has valor, occupy the Monarch /Joseph /. The
Journey of the IEmperor to Ghomonié .are at least incidents whieh
compel attention if not remark... 1

Gabriel recognized the significance for Europe of this voyage. He wrote that

four corps of Russian troops ware marching to the Crimea, not to terrify the

Turk, but to remove the army from Petersburg to prevent the possibility of a

coup d'etat on the part of Catherine's son, the Orand Duke Patil.}.'Q& He continues {

Yot if such fears are felt, wherefore undertake so useless s
Journey, which will cost from seven to elight millions of rubles?
S0 useless I say, according to your opinions, for according to mine,
the Emprass believes she 1s going to Constantinople, or she does not
intend to depart.10?

Mirabeau did not take Catherins the Oreat for a fool; therefore, this statq

ment must be taken to mean that he regarded the purpose of the voyage to be

Catherine's securing a firm commitment from Joseph for aggression against the
Turk. The historian Florinsky confirms Mirsheau's opinion: ‘
Although offieislly & pleasure party and a tour of inspection
of the newly aoquirad provinces, the empress's Journey,....was ree
garded abroad as pregnant with political significance. The pressnce
among Catherine's guests of the Emperor Joseph...emphasized the anti-
furkish character of the demonstration, ‘
The Emperor's precccupation with aggressive plans egainst Turkey, plus his
anticipation of the voyage to Cherson in the Spring, made Prussia secure from

difficulties with Austrias in the fall and winter of 1786~7. Mirsbeav pointed

out the !‘wt that:

107Mirebeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 326

1081bid., 350-l.

1091p1d., 351.

110Michael Florinsky, Russia, 4 History and an Interpretation, FeMillan &
Co., (New York, 1955) Volume 1, 529.
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«»eit appears impossible that the Emperor should make any
attenpts...before the coming Spring...m

Joseph's eastern interests in the fall and winter of 1786~7 made the chance for

a Prusso-Austrian rapprochement a possibility, though a distant one, during
this period. Immediately after Frederick's death, Joseph sent assurances of
*his peaceful inclinations™ to the Court of Berlin and testified his desire

"to 1ive pescefully with Frederick William IT,#}12

However, Hertsberg was bititerly enti-Ausirian. 13 Joseph had no illusions
about Hertgberg for he wrote: "....since Hertsberg is the soul of everything
[In Prussian foreign affairs_/, it will be necessary to expect the worst, w11l
Nonetheless, the very prospect of a rapprochement between Prussis and Austria
disturbed Hirabéau greatly. He seemed to regard such an alliance ss a combine
ation diffiocult to defeat:

There are suspicions, which are daily strengthened, of a

secret negotiation between the Emperor and Prussia...Spur on your

ambassador thereidre, or hasten to oppose to this puissant coalition,

which nothing could resist on this side of the Rhine, the system of

Union with England,...which shall be the salvation of the world.

Think of Poland, I conjure you. What they have done...the 5y vill again
do, and that even without the intervention of Russig...l1

In this despatch of November 21, 1786, Gabriel showed serious fears of the
consequences for France of an sccord between Prussia and Austria. He felt that
such an alliance "shall destroy the Germanic contcdaration“}léthe patchwork of

11144 rabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 83 .

112¢oxe, 512 .

IIBKrauel, 389 .

11kpadover, 329 .

11%Mirabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 253 .

161p14., 254 .
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small states which had preserved France's strength since 16L8 by keeping Ger-
many wesk and divided. That such an alliafme wag possible he demonstrated by
the cryptic coment, ¥¢hink on Poland.® The only antidote he saw to the Prusso-
Austrian rapprochement was an entente between England and France.

However, as a realist, he seriously doubted that the negotistions between
the courts of Vienna and Berlin would have serious results. On November 2,
1786, Mirabeau wrote: "I. can scarcely believe any iﬁpertant or probable revol-
ution /in the relations of Prussia and Austria / is going on. W17 Mirabean felt
the talks between the two courts would fail because he felt that Frederick
¥William regarded the Fusrstenbund as his mzsterpiece and would not destroy his
own "creation®: "As this confederation was the work of the King, while Prince
of Pruseia, or as he wishes to believe it his, 1t may be doubted whether the
Emperior would succeed." 18

Ultimately, The Count learned that the topic of the Austro~Prussian con-
versations in 1786 was a proposal for Austria to take Bavaria and for Prussia
to take Saxony, whose Elector would be given m hereditary Crown in Poland..n9
Mirabeau reported to his government Prussiats reason for refusing this proposals

Fortunately, the bate was too gross. It was perceived he of-
fered the gift of a country which he had not the power to bestow, and
the invasion of which would be opposed by Russia, that he might, without

impediment, seize on another which had been refused him,_ and of which,
if once acquired, he never after could have been robbed . 120

117mid., 268,

1181v1d., 254,
1191vid., 370-1.

1201h14., 3701,
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Gabriel was confident, that for the immediate future, the incapacities of

the rulers of Prussia and Austria would prevent the two nations from drawing to-
gether. He wrote, “One is too inconsistent, and the other /Frederick William /
is too 1ncapabla."121

Mirabeau's belief in the improbability of an Austro-Prussian rapprochement

J\ms valid for only s period of tkree years. Hertzberg did follow a strongly

ti-Austrian policy, after Austria and Bussis went to war with the Ottoman
l:pire in 1787. In 1788, when rebsllion broke out in Belgium, and the Hungarian

fagnates asked Frederick Willlam to propose a new King for Hungary, Hertszberg

ave active succor to these dissidents. VWhen Sweden declared war on Russia,

rtgberg, and his fellow members of the Triple Alliance, forcibly prevented

nmark from aiding Russia. The difficulties of Russia and Austria in their war

rgainat Turkey encouraged Hertsberg to sign an ailinnce with Poland, Hertsberg
en had his ambassador at Constantinople, Diets, negotiate a treaty between

F:uaaiu and Turkey.

However, the changed conditions of Eurdpq, brought about by the outbreak of

French Rdvolution, did finally result in the signing of an accord between
ssia and Austria st Reichenbach in 1790. Looked at from this standpoint,
abeau’s belief that no alliance would result between the two powers was ine

orrect; after all, only three years separated 1787 from 1790. Nevertheless,
t the time of his voyage to Prussia, Mirabeau had not knowledge that the French
volution was soon to ooccur. Hence he could in no way predict the future

so-Austrian rapprochement, which was basically a response to the changed

121
Ibid., 372 )
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diplomatic conditions of a Europe in which revolutionary France was a reality.




CHAPTER VI
FRUSSIAN PERSONALITIES

In the fall and winter of 17867, the destiny of Prussia was in the hands
of nine men and woman. These individuals, through their mutual interactions
upon one another, decided the course which the nation pursueds They were:
King Frederiok William II, Bischofswerder, Woellner, Fraulein von Voss, Count
von Finckenstein, Hertsherg, the Nuke of Brunswick, Herr Rietz and his wife,
Frau Riets. O!' all these people, however, only one had ultimate conirol over

Prussia, the King.

FREDERICK WILLIAM IX

Mirabeau, speaking no doubt from experience, was aware of the Lmosaibn.i:l
of "burning the candle at both ends.” Knowing the ennervation which digsai.pat.l
brings, he saw in it thes cause of the inatton'cién of Frederick William to

problens of government:

The truth is that at half after nine the King disappeared, and was
supposed to begons to rest; whereas, in the most retired apartments of tth
palace, like another Sardanapalus, he held his orgles til night was far
advancad. Hence it was easy to understand why hours of bhusiness were
obliged to be inverisd, Health mmlg not allow him to be equally active
upon the stage and behind the scena.

z‘mrabeau, Secret History of ths Court of Berlin, 151.
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Moreover, the Count indicated that Frederick ™lliam, not being an intelligent
man, disliksd people who seemed intelligent:

If he /[ Frederick William / have a cordial dislike to anything, it is
to men of wit; because he imagines that, in their company, it is absolutely
requisite he should hear wit, and se himself a wit., He despalrs of the

one, and therefore hates the other. '
Statements like these about the King of Prussia were responsible for the

protest from Prussia when the Secret History of the Court of Berlin came off

the press., The self appointed refuter of Mirabeaun, Baron de Trenck, tried to
dispute Mirabeau on this point in the following manners

It would be too bad for a nation and for the world if all Kings would
be savanta and revered philosophers. It would be sad if all people saw as
the Royal Example were prodigies of erudition and sagacity. We,prefer
qualities of the heart and spirit. 7e prefer the mediocre man.3

In defending Frederick William, Trenck thus readily admitted the Royal want of
brilliance. He conceded the King was no "savant or revered philosopher®; he
stated that the King was no "prodigy of erudition," and granted that Frederick
William was a "mediocre man." On this point, De Trenck'!s attempted refutation
of Mirabeau is actuslly a confirmation of the view of the Frenchman,
Frederick Villiam's contemporaries shared Mirabeau!s view of Frederick
%illiam as a dull, incapable debauchee. Lord Malmesbury, who made good use of

Frederick William in forwarding British interests in Holland said of hims

21bid., 195-6.

3priedrich Baron De Trenck, Examine politique d'un ouvrage intitule
Histoire secrete de la cour de Berlin, ZEErIIn, §7§55, 235
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i The master?- What is he? I persist in believing 1t would be rash at

\‘- e,

ennervated by debauchery, mixing with the lowest most
profi ;rte aociety, a weakener of the monarchy, totally lacking in ability]
as a ruller.

His uncle, mfxd former guardian, Prince Henry, who knew his Royal nephew well,
was perhapsa éFwn less charitable than lord Malmesbery or Mirabeau, when he
wrote to Ve#g?nnes:

[ He. 18 a_Je.q.poor beast, who does not know what is going on arcund
him, ¥ho fears everything, thinks clevernesg wicked, knowledge harmful,
and vho only trusts imbeciles like himself.

'rhuqi the intimate contemporaries of Frederick William describe him as an
unint.ol){igent, incapable libertine. Even the pro-~Prussian historian, von
Treitsahka had only scorn for Frederick William IIt

“z\ It was a tragic change of scene. A flood of lampoons regaled the
réaders with tales of debauchery of "Saul IT, King of Camnonland." In an
absolute monarchy, every censure was aimed directly at the King. The
vro:ﬁld continued to tell tales of the brilliant sayings of the Round Table

/ at|Sans Soucij meanwhile Frederick William IT regarded with wondgr the
‘ aijrits manifesbed in the magic mirror of Colonel Bischofwerder.

; Inih}a despatoh of October 2L, 1786, Count de Mirabeau succinctly gave his
,1

bvar-all impression of Frederick Williams

“

b

| present 1o pronounce; though one might be strongly tempted to reply King
Iog. No understanding, no fortitude, no consistenay, no indus in his
pleasures the hog o; Epicurus / Frederick William was quite fat_/ and the
hero only of pride.

Iord Halmes 's Correspondence is cited in Alexandra Granthan's
Rococco, the mes of Prince Hemry, (london, 1938), 163.

5

Prince Henry to Vergennes, cited in Granthan, op. cit., 163,

6Heinrich von Treitschke, History of Cermany in the 19th Century, 122,

7lﬁ.rabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 193.
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Historians such as Treitschke and contemporaries such as Lord Malmesbury
verify Mirabeau's portrait of the King. Gooch says: "Mirabeau's realistic
pictures of the Prussian Court are in no way overdrawn, for confusion reigned

in the royal l:mmeho].':i«"8

All of the descriptkions of Frederick William depict
a person who was in almost every way the direct opposite of Frederick the Great,

It is possible that Frederick William conscilously attempted to contrast
himself with an uncle whom he detested, Frederick William's early relationshipq
with his great predecegsor had always been extremsly chilled. Frederick
william's father, August Wilhelm, regarded as a buffoon by his brother
Frederick the Great, had died at an early age; his will hé\d made his brother,
Prince Henry, the guardian of his three children. A loyal broiher would have
attempted to create intimaocy between young Frederick ™illiam and the Kings
instead, for personal reasona,g Henry inflamed his ward against Frederick the
Great, by such means as showing the young Crown Prince letters in which King
Frederick had sirongly criticized his late father.lo The result of Henry's
machinations was to create a profound dislika, in Frederick William tdwards
Frederick.

On the other hand Frederick William's brothar, also named Henry and not to

8(}.?. Gooch, Studies in Qerman History, 87.

9Prince_ Henry bitterly resented Frederick II's attempt to deprive him of
his authority in the Hohenzollern principalitlies of Ansbach and Bayreuth. An
account of this is found in Trenck, op. cit., 103-5.

loﬂranthan, 174. See also Princess Luise Radziwill, Forty-Five Years of My
Life (1770-1815), Tr., Allinson, (london, 1912), €9.




pe confused with his uncle, Prince Henry, and his sister Wilhelmina, deeply
loved the Great King.u Frederick saw to it that Wilhelmina married William V,
gtadtholder of the United Provinces, When young Henry died in 1767, the King
is sald to have declareds "Death has taken thé wrong brother. I would have
mch preferred to see Frederick Willlam die."%

Frederick arranged a marriage beiween Fradsrick William and the beautiful
and brilliant Elizabeth of Brunawick. Eligabeth, however, detested her gauche

13 As her

husband; she became involved in a scandal and a divorce followed.
succéssor, Frederick selected the docile Fredericka of Hesse-Darmstadt, who did
not care that her husband did not keep up an outward sham of respectablility.

While serving in the War of the Bavarian Succession, Frederick William
became seriously 1ll. An officer of Saxon origin who was serving in the
Prussian army, Blschofswerder, cured him, "partly through medicines and partly
through spiritual manifestationa."lh The grateful Crown Prince then jJoined
Bischofswerder's cult, the Rosicrucians.

International Freemasonry had given off many of fshoots since it#
foundation in Germany in 1730. The Illuminati of Bavaria, suppressed in 178k,

were followers of theEnlightenment and fighiers in the cause of tolerance.ls

u(}rantha;n, 17¢.

lzIbid., 175, See also Chaster Easum, Prince Henry of Prussia, University
of Wisconsin Press, (Madison, 1942), 187-8.

granthan, 176.

Urpiq,, 172
15Bruno Genhardt, Handbuch der Deutschen Geschichte, Band II, 307.
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Oon the other hand, in 1773, the Rosiecrucian Order, the brothers of the Gold and
Rose Cross, after their separation from International Freemasonry opposed the
i1deals of the Enlightenment.l6 The Jrder sought to find the ghilosopher's
stone; its members believed in the possibility of transmtation of metals, and
they Justified the evccatlion of manifestations from the spirit world.
Frederick William belonged to the order absolutely and completely; in the

small library which he kept at Potsdam were to be found mystical books such as
17

Bohme !'s Theosophie and Jugel's Physica mystica et slca sacrum.
Spiritualism became the mesans by which the various Rosicrucians could exploit

the King. As Granthan says:

The beat string of all, one that never failed to preduce the wanted
response in the puppet, Frederick William, was the evocation of spirits.
Whenever Frederick William showed signs of slipping away into the hands of
a rival exploiter, the spirit of Marcus Aurelius, Leibnitz, the Great
Elsctor, or even Jes&g Christ himself would be brought back to
Bischofwerder's aid.

Frederick William was so deeply affected by the seances he attended that this
propensity seemed to undermine his health. ‘His activity at a seance is
described by Granthan:
With impressive paraphernalia of sombre curtains, distant music,
spectral lights and weird apparitions floating about, the Xing, his eyes
bulging and cold sweat pouring down his back, was awed into blind accept-

ance of the auggrnatural powers of these "divinely illuminated
Rosicrucians.”

16
Ibids, 307. See also Allegemeine Deutsche Biographie, Verlage Nuncker
und Humblot, (leipsig, 1875) Zweiter Band, 675-6.

17uartin Phillipson, Geschichte des Preussischen Staatswesens vom Tode
Friedrichs des Orossen bis su den Freneitskriegen, (Leipsig, 1880), .

186ranthan, 172,

Y1nig., 127,




Contemporaries were well informed as to the importance of the seance to
Frederick William and to Prussia, for Count d'Esterno, the French ambassador to
the Court of Berlin wrote Vergennes:

svee8n asgembly of Illuminati [ spiritualists] at which the King of

Prussia assisted, and in which the Duke of Brunswick took part, occurred

today / November 18, 1786 7/, The shade of Julius Caesar was called

forth..ss Ignore it, but Tt is a fact that the persons who participated
in thesa incredible foibles are those who govern Prussia, °?

Mirabeau, in recording the rise of Woellner, the head of the Roaicrucian
Order, to an almost unofficial prime ministership of Prussia, stressged
Frederick William's inclination to the seances

Bishopswerder / sic / increases in credit, which he carefully
conceals. Welner, / sic / a subaltern creaiure,....a mystic when my-
sticism was necessary to please / the King_/, and cured of his visions
since the King has required these 35{0“1‘1 be kept secret,...is at present
absolutely the principle minister.

In the view of the Count, if the King thought bmll enough of his lodge brothers
to make one of them his principle minister, he was obviously strongly :!.xh';l'tmneeac{I
by the spiritualist Rosicrucian Order. nirgbeau corroborated his opinion that
the King was under the influence of the spiritualists by pointing out' that Fred-
erick William distinguished friend from foe on the basis of one's views towards
the crystal ball, In other words, if one opposed spiritualism, one was no
friend; if one opposed the seance, one earned the Royal emnity. This fact was

demonstrated in a letter on November 28, 1786, when Mirabeau wrote thats

20})'Eaterno to Vergennes, cited in Henri Welschinger, la Mission Secrete de

Mirabsau a Berlin, (Paris, 1900), 368,
zlw.rabeau, <ecret Fistory of ihe Court of Berlin, 100.
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essethe King sald, "Where is the Count de Mirabeau? It is an age since I

saw him," "fhat is not astonishing, Sire," said one of the household. He

passes his time at the house of Struensee with Mssars. Blester and

Nicolai." TYou must understand that Biester and Nicolai are two learned

Germans, who have written mueh against Lavater and the qyaticgé The in-

tention was to lead the King to suppose I was an anti-mystic,

M rabeau most clearly showsd the extent of the influence of hosicrucianism
by showing his personal fear of letting his opposition to the seances be known
to Frederick "illiam, He felt that such knowledge on the part of the King
would not only ruin his mission, but also impair his personal security while in
Frussia.

He expressed these fears in his despatch of TNecember 2, 1786:

I am going to relate a recent anecdote, on that subjeot,23 which
happened in the last montihs of Frederic the Creat, and which is infinitely
important, at least for security while I remain here, to keep sacret:
esesand which will shew / sic_/ you whither tends this imaginary theory of
the mystiocs; conncctag wlth the Rosicrucian-free-masons, whom among us
some look with pitye.

The anecdote intimated that the influential Rosicrucian Order was capable
of bringing the full force of the state against those who criticized the Order
' in print. As a men of the Fnlightenment, Mirabeau felt that actions ‘such as

this demonstrated an intolerance on the part of the spiritualist clique.

22 hids, 272,

23The anecdote here referred to is the Starck-Biester libel suit, referred
io by Mirabeau on page 294 of the Secret History of the Court of Berlin.
Biester, a bitter foe of the Rosicrucians, accused an adept of the Order,
Professor Starck, of Catholicism. Mirabeau sgys it was common knowledge that
Starck was a convert, When Professor Starck sued Biester for libel, Mirabeau
states that things had been arranged by the Jrder sv that Biester would lose
this case when it reached the courts.

2hﬂ1rabetu, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 28L.




Mirabeau, in 1787, expressed these ideas in more detail in his brochure,

g_gmentaires sur Cagliostro el Lavater; yet this germinal concept was expressed
in the Secret History of the Court of Berlin. These words were prophetic of th¢

Zensureedikt von 1788, under which Woellner, as Minister of Culture and
Enlightenment, "warned would-be trespassers off the graasy passages to a pure
dogmatic orthodoxy. "25

As to the soundness of Mirabeau's assessment of the King az a man
influenced by the spiritualists of the Rosicrucian Order, an almost universal
agreement of historians and of writers contemporary to 1786 exiat.s.26 Even the
self-appointed refuter of Mirabeau, the Baron de Trenck, admitted cultist
domination of Frederick William for he wrote:

What if there would be Illuminati and spiritualists in the King's
entourage? They are better than enlightened 5?168 like Mirabeau who give
information about Prussia to other countries.

This study has alrea&y pointed out corroboration among contemporary and
later writers of the Count's description of Frederick William as an indolent
administrator, dullard, and debauched liburtino. Pressurs from the Prussian
Foreign Office forced ’t,he French Foreign Minister to suppress the Secret
History of the Court of Berlin because of the manner in which Mirabean depicted

the Kingp yet it cannot be doubted that Mirabeau's description was in accord

256ranthan, 171. Under the severe censorship introduced by Woellner,
Deists and unbelievers in Church, school and university, were compelled to
recant or give up their positions.

%Phil}.ipson, Welschinger, Hausser, Gooch and many others are in agreement
on this point, as well as those cited in this text.

27Trenck, 95.
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with that of later historians as well as his contemporaries.

WOELLNER AND BISCHOFSWERDER

The men who ruled Prussia behind the scene under Frederick William were
the brothers of the Order of the Gold and Rose Cross- the Woellner-~
Bischofswerder clique. As early as September 30, 1786, Mirabsau reported that
the brotherhood had seigzed de facto control of government in Prussia, for he
wrotes

But two men to be observed are Welner [ sic_/ and Bishopswerder
Bic / eees to whom it is affirmed all ministerial papers, the reportza
on all projects, and the revisal of all decisions are communicatedsse.
Mirabeau feared the ambitions of Wosllner, a man who was content truly to rule
from behind the scenes, but who was, nevertheless, in complete control,
for this Welner / sic_/ who is 80 much attended to at present, and
whose intgence only near spectators can discover, may push hies pre-
tentions,

Though Mirabeau was well aware that Weollner had achieved de Facto power,
he perceived that a rival faction existed which was attempting to displace the
dominant Rosicrucian party. 7This group was headed by a former Minlater in the
Cabinet of Frederick II, the Count con Finckenstein. The crucial weapon in
the hands of the Finckensteln faction was the resistance of his nience,
Fraulein von Voss, to the amorous advances of the King. But while the
Finokenstein clique was plotting on how to come to power, the Woellner-
Rosicrucian bloc was already in power. The Woellner circle was consolidating

its position by naming as many loyal Saxon Roslcrucians as possible to

2‘f’m.r:umeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 128,
291p1d., 142,
A e




positions in the Prussian military and civil services. Mirabeav, on October
31, 178¢, recorded a dispute between Count Goltz, an opponent of the Order, and
Bischofswerder:

The King, having made some appointments, in favor of I know not
whom, Goltz kept so cool a silence that the King insisted on knowing the
reason of this tacit disapprobation. Goltz replied- "Your Majeasty is
ovarg%ouing the land with Saxons, as if you had not a subject of your
oWl

Adherence to the Rosicrucian Order and Saxon nationallity were the keys
which opened the vista of high promotion in the Prussian aarviea.Bl The
appointment of these Saxon Rosicrucians to office heralded, for Mirabeau, the
preservation by the Rosicrucians of the control which had fallen into their
hands:

The appointment of Count Charles Bruhl, to the place of governor of
the Prince Royal, has made the party / Rosicrucians_/ more than ever
triumphant, It looks like a taclit confederacy; and that there is a
determination to admit none but proved and servents sic] sectaries intc
adninistration....No one dares combat them; every body bows before them.
The slaves of the court and the city will mutter disapprobation, am% by
degrees will range themselves on the side of the prevailing parby.3

In order to assess the accurasy of Mirabeau's postulation of the

Rosicrucian triumph, the careers of the sectt's leaders, Yoellner and

Orpid., 212.

31‘1!10 case of the appointment of the Saxon, Count Bruhl to the rank of
liesutenant -general in the Prussian Army and tutor to the Prince Royal is
described in the Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 250-l1

"Count Bruhl,...brother of ihe grandmaster of the Saxon artilleryyec..
really or pretendly / sic_/ believing in the reveries of the mystics, with
little of the soldier yet willing to profit by circumstances—....this Count, I
say, demands to enter the service as a lieutenant -general, a thing unheard of
in Prussia.”

32n,4d., 272.

|




€1

Bischofswerder, should be understood. Johann Christoph Woellner was born in
1732 at Doberitz bei Spandau. At Spandau, he attended the local theological
seminary.”> TWhile a student, Woellner held the position of tutor to the daughd
ter of General Izemblitz. Ordained in 1755, he was given a pastorate at near-
by Behnitz.Bh After his ordination a love affair developed between Woellner
and his former pupil., The dominant force in Fraulein Izemblitz's life was her
domineering uncle, the Count von Finckenstein, the acknowledged head of the
family. Finckenstein looked with abhorrence at any mesalliance between his

35 At last, however, Wosllner managed to win

niece and this clerical commoner.
the consent of General Izemblitz and wed his daughter.

Following this marriage into the nobility, Yoellner's career advanced
rapidly. In his capacity of canon at Magdeburg, he became acquainted with and
gained the favor of Prince Henry and his ward, Frederick "illiam, the Crown
Prince of PrussiaBé.,Frederick II could never see any merit in Woellner at allyg
and even proposed to put him in prison for his marriage to a uoﬁan of noble
rank,> ! Only the intervention of FradarickVW1lliam saved ¥oellner,3®
Frederick's harshness against him made Woellner an enemy of all that the Creat

King represented-an enemy of Frederician toleration as well as of Frederician

31renck, 182. See also Allegemeine Deutsche Dlographie, Band XXI, 259~
301 passim.

prenck, 182,

BSTranck, 182, See also Antonina Vallentin, Mirabeau avant la Revolution,
(Grasset, (Paris, 1946), 395.

36

Trenck, 182. See also Vallentin, 395.
37yallentin, 395.

381b1d,, 395,
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cosmpolitmism.39 A chance meeting had brought oellner into contact with
Johann Rudolf von Bischofswerder, the chief of the Rosicruecian Order, which
order Woellner joined and in which Woellner soon became prominent.

Von Bischofswerder was born in November, 174l in Ostramondra bei Colleda
in Electoral Saxony.ho’ In 1756; he gradvated from the University at Halle. In
the Seven Years War, he was a cornet in the Prussian cavalry.l‘l After Hubsrte
usberg, he gainad the position of Master of the Horse in the court of Prince
Charles, Duke of Courland. With the outhreak of the War of the Bavarian
Succession, he was the captain of a company in Prince Henry's corps.hz
Bischofswerder had, soon after the founding of the Rosicrucian Order in 1773,
become a member and a leader. Bischofswerder, "a brilliant man of the world
though a convinced ;ﬁstic" ,hB had a great ability to convert others to his view,
Bischofswerder was equally convinced of the possibilities of transmutation of
metals and the possibilities of contacting the spirit mrld.hh Though sincere
in his mysticism, Bischofswerder was not above employing occasional subterfuges]
he had won Prince Charles von Saxe over to his/ views by the use of apparition

machinery.hs

39d., 395.
ho@.lqgemeina Deutsche Blographie, Zweiter Band, 675.

M., 675,
h2rp g,

Liya1tentin, 396.

usulegemeine Teutsche Biographie, Zweiter Band, 675. See also Vallentin,
Ope cite, 39 * '




While aserving under Prince Henry during the War of the Bavarian Succession,

pischofswerder bocame acqualnted with Frederick William, then Crown Prince of

prussia, and "by spiritual means he cured the young man of a grave ailmant.“hé
Taking advantage of the confidence which the Crown Prince had in him as a
miracle worker, Bischofswerder in 1779 induced Frederick William to Join the
Rosieruvcian Ordsr.h7 The gullible, open nature of Frederick William could not
resist the spiritualism of this forceful Saxon.

Even before the death of Prederick, the Rosleruclians, under the deft
lsadership of Woellner, gained in powsr throughout Prussia, aided by "the
attraction of mystery" and by the prospect of good public offices for members
of an Order in which the Crown Prince held a high position.he The anticipated
death of Frederick II made membership in the sect a wise move for rising young
men. Woellner installed many of Bischofswerderts "props"™ in the home of Crown

Prince Frederick willlam,hg

and at this choice location, the young Saxon
ventriloguist, Steinert, would alternately play Marcus Aurelius, Leibnitz or
Julius Caesar in the frequent aeancas.so The déa;h of Frederick II marked the
hour of triumph for the sect; it meant that the third ranking member of the

cult was the absolute ruler of the State. As Phillipscn says:

h6Vallent1n, 396« See also Allegemeine Neutsche Biographie, Band II, 397.

h7Allegameine Deutsche Biographie, op. cit., 675.

4Bya1lentin, 396.
W91vi4., 396,
5Ornid.
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The King's lodge brothers of the Gold and Rose Cross had a great
influence upon gim. Frederick William belonged to the order absolutely
and completely.
But the King had another passion, as compelling to him as mysticism~ the
passion for ¥raulein Julie Von Voss. His love for her had created a prospect oﬂ

political power for her uncle Count von 1i‘ff.nckens’c,ei.n.5 2

In defence against
possible aggression by the Pinckenstein-Von Voss faction, the Woellner-
Rosicrucian circle formed an alliance with the Rietz group, headed by Court
Chamberlain Rietas and his wife, another mistress of Frederick ¥William, and
their coterie ,53 many local members of the Rosicrucian Order were appointed to
high administrative and military office to consolidate the Order's povmr.Sl‘
Y¥odern historians confirm Mirabeau's statemsnts of the wide-spread nature of thﬁ
powar of the Order. As an example of ihis fact, Phillipson writes that:
In reality, the (eneral Directory served only as a straw man for
Woellner, the truve creator of the reordering of the General Directory,
according to his boasts to Frederick William nine years later. He

exercized his wide powers by gaans of the (eneral Directory over the
entire State administration.s

“

5lpni1lipson, 181.
521b1d., 202,

53According to Phillipson, ope. cit., 102«3, a member of the Rietz coterie
appointed to high office as a result of the Rosiervcian-Rietz alliance was
Fraderick William Von Arnim, the richest noble of Prussia, whom the King made
Chief of Forastis.
ShPhillipaon affirms, op. cite, 102-3 that the Woellner circle promoted
deserving local Rosicrucians to consolidate its governmental power. Woellner
procured for Von ™erder, a close filend of his in the order, the high post of
chairman of the important Toll and Excise Commission. The true determiner of
the policy of the Commission, Beyer, received his appointment hecause he was a
lodge brother.

SSPhillipson s 169,




With all of their power, Bischofswerder and Woellner siill felt insecure.
To stirengthen their party, "Woellmer brought reliable Saxon Rosicrucians into

the Prussian service in drovaa."sé

Thus, in vain, the views of Mirabeau and
later historians coincide in describing the factional struggles of 1786~7. A
situation is depicted in which the powsr behind the throne was the Moellnerw
Rosicrucian circle. Under challenge from the coterle around Fraulein von Voss,
the Mystics saw to the consolidation of their control by appointing local cult
members to office in the Prussian military and ¢ivil services, and by importing
large numbers of Saxon sectaries to fill such posts also. All historical
authorities agree that the Rosicrucians at no time lost de facto control of the

government.,
THE MISTRESSES AND YHEIR COIERIES

The greatest test to Rosicrucian political domination in Prussia in 1786w

7 was a young girl, Julie Von Voss.57 In this period, her hold over the King

“4

SéTha two best knowmn of these Saxons were Count ILindenau and Count Bruhl.
Count Lindenau was promoted from Major to the post of Royal Guardian of the
Treasury, according to Phillipson, op. cit., 201-2,

97Princess Radziwill, op. cit., €9, revorted that in 1783, Julie von Voss,
niece of the Minister, Count Finokenstein, came to Berlin to serve as lady-in-
waiting to the Jueen. An attractive girl, vivacious and well formed, she vaLneh
scme popularity with various Berlin grandees. She was the niece of the
Countess Voss, nee Pannowitz, who had been mistress to Prince August Wilhelm,
Crown Prince Frederick ™lliam's father. At a time when other ladies of the
court were throwlng themsalves at Frederick William's feet she stvbbornly
resisted all the advances of the Crown Prince,
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was as great as that of the Order. Mirabeam tried to analyze the mode in which
she had won the heart of Frederick William. He believed she was a clever
adveniuress who was able, by constantly refusing the demands of the King, to
raise the price of her consant:
She is ugly, and that even to a degree; and her only excellence is

her goodness of complexion, which I think rather wan than white, and a

fine neck....the other day, as she was leaving Prince H 's comedy, to

cross the apartmenis she said to ihe Princess Fredericka / Frederick

William's grown daughter /- "I must take good care of the, for it is after

these they run.® It is this mixture of eccentric licentiousness (which shé

accompanies with airs of ignorant inggcence and vestal severity), which
the world says has seduced the King. :
Mirabeau disagreed with Princess Radziwill's view that Fraulein Von Voss was
attractive ,59 but they hold a common view that she was a clever tactician in
the game in which she was inwolved; she knew just when to reireat and when to
yield.

Friulein Von Voss'!s resistance to the King was a source of political power
to her uwncle, Count Finckenstein., During an illness of the Count, Mirabeau
depicted him as the man who was directing the master strategy of the Frhulein,
and who stood to benefit most from her anticipdied capitulation:

"He / von Finckenstein / would also havedirected the conduct of
Mademoiselle Voss, after the fall of virtuve.”

¥irabeau recognized that the Finckensiein-Von Voss faction represented a seriovd
threat to the already entrenched Woellner Circle, for he wrote of January 1€,
1787%

58m.rabem, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 382.

59250, Note 65, page 165.
&mrabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 165.




She / Praulein von Voxx / has declared open war against the mystics
esseShould ambition succeed primary sensations, it is to be presumed her
family will govern the state, At the head of this family stands Count i
Finckenstein, This family preserves an inveterate haired of “elner [ sic_/
who seduced one of their relations who is now his wife. Should
Mademoiselle Voss render her situation in any degres subservient to such
purposes, she must, whils at Potadam, pregtre the dismission of

—

Bishopswerder / sic_/ and Welner /“sic_/.

It was evident that Mirabeau recognized that Priulein von Voxx would not
yield without exacting a price. Mirabeaun showed awarex;xa;as of this fact when he
wrotes

eses8he /[ Frailein von Voss_/ has declared that no hopes of success

must be entertained as %gng as Madam Rietz / snother mistress_/ shall

continue to be visited.
Frederick William had divoreed Princess Elisabeth of Brunswick when she had
been guilty herself of a breach of the marital contract., His present wife,
Fredericka of Hesse-Darmstadi, had not been involved in anything of this sort.
Hence a divorce was out of the question for a reigning monarch. However, a
precedant exiate;l in Evangelical annals for the contracting of a morganatic and
bigamous marriage by Frederick William and Fraulein von Voss, without dissolving
the bonds between Fredericka and the King: the famous case of the bigamy of

Landgrave Phillip of Hesse in the sixteenth century.o3

611pid., 383-hs

S2r14d., 128-9,

63Radainill, &. See Also Phillipson, 178. Phillipson describes a
Congistory of Raeformed Clergy which met at Berlin in 1787, and held that the
cagse of Phillip of Hesse was a controlling precedent for the case in which
Frederick William was involved.




As early as November 2, Mirabeau learnsd the high price the King was
willing to pay to overcome the Fraulein's reluctance: "A left handed marriage=-
(To this he consents, but the lady finds that a very equivocal kind of
circumatance).”éu The idea of the leftw~handed marriage had originated witih
Fraulein won Kaller,és a frisnd of Julie Von Voss, who believed that if the
Queen would renounce her marital rights, keeping only the title of GQueen, von
Voss would contract a morganatic marriage with the Eing.66 But wvon Voss
refused to accept this proposal, fled the Court, and sought refuge with her
relatives. Her family deserted her at this point, and she had to sesk asylum
with the pastor on her father's esiate. By this time the King had made his
decisionj since he could not have the Fraulein without atrings, strings must be
provided., The brother-in-~law of the Queen, the Tuke of Saxs~Weimar, was in-
trusted with the task of obtalning the Queen's consent to the morganatic
marriage. On this point, Princess Radziwill wrote:

"I am convinced that the DTuke of Weimar obtained the Queen's consent
in writing. There was little difficuliy in obtaining the Queen's consent,
if ceriain debis she owed were paid., Even the Queen's consent did not win
#lle. De Voss's permission. She og;y agreed when the King agreed to exile
his other mistresa, Madame Rietz.™'

Mirabeau felt that the King obtained Voss's consent by mersly obtaining

the Queen's consent to the marriage; he did not feel the exile of Frau Rietz to

6hu1rabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 215.

6SRadziwi11, 674

%1014., 67
7 rid., 70-1.
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be the crucial lever in obtaining Von Voss's agreement:

Wednesday, the 22d of last month / November 22, 1786_/, was the
remarkable day on which Mademoiselle Voss accepted the King's hand, and
promised him her own. It was determined that the Queen should be brought
to approve the plan of the left~handed marriage as a thing of necessity....
It is singular that for the consummation of this rare business, the
arrival of the Duﬁ of Saxe Weimar was walted for, who is the brother-in-
law of the Queen.

On Decenber 12, 178¢, Mirabeau cynically described the manner in which the

Queen's brother-in-law obtained the Queen's consent:

The Queen laughed at the proposal and said, "Yes, they shall have my
consenty but they shall not have it for nothingj on the contrary, it shall
cost them dear,"- And now they gge paying her debts, which amount to more
than a lundred thousand crowns,

The memoirs of Princess Radziwill corroborate Mirabeau in many details.
Both sources agree on the point of the Queen's consenting to the Voas morganatic
marriage if the King would pay her debts. Secondly, these memoirs confirm

Mirasbeauts statement that it was the Duke of Weimar who obtained the Queen's

permission. The conclusion is inescapable that Mirabeau was an accurate and

truthful analyst of Julie Von Voss and the events of her courtship.

4

The author of The Secrel History gives these events as much attention as

he gives matters of state; items such as these not only gave books public
popularity, but also they interested Mirabeau out of proportion to their impor-
tance. But the fact that these matters oceupied his attention does not in any
way detract from the accuracy of Mirabeau on matters more significant to the

concern of history.

68m.rabem1, Secret History of theCourt of Berlin, 283,

9 1bid., 307,
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ITBE RIBIZ FAMILY

Another figure of this sort was Herr Riets, who was valet de chambre to thef
0

King before he ascended the 'ﬁhrom.7 Rietzs was made Court Chamberlain upon
the death of Frederick the Great. Frederick William then arranged a marriage
of conveniance batween Rletz and snother Royal Mistress, Fraulsin Hencke, the
daughter of a cornet players’t The affair between the King and Frau Riets had
begun in eamest shortly after Frederick William became Xingj in time the
visits grew more frequent and watamsryjz By Frau Riets, the XKing fathered an
illegitimat» son whonm he cresated the Count de la Harche, after he ascended the
throne.

Rletz was "boorish and gruff in manner, except when his interest in money
was armod.“73 Dampite a lack of courtliness, Riets was quite astute in making
use of the King. Prederick William would often farget‘ his temper in angry
outbursts against his servants; to win them back, he resorted to undignified
caterin@;.m Rista was adept in creating situations in which he wouldq willingly
allow himself to be migtreated by Frederick ™1liams in expiation for his harshd

ness to his offended lackey, the Monarch would sive his Foyal ald in "healing

"0pni1ipacn, 177,
Rrd,, 177,
21014d., 178,
By,

Thygd., 179,
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Rietats wounds with mmy."?s Phillipaon said of this famlly: "They were

insolent to those of high and low astation, equally. Their prime goal in life
o~.~6

was the attainment of riches and material well being."g Tegsmber ¢, 1786 he

reported to his zovernment:

In a word Rieis, the vilest and most dabased of men, manages the
Royal Household, and enjoys & rreat part of the court favor, Rietz, a
rascal, avaricious, chief-pimp, and an avowsd Giton. Here it ought to be
noted that he is very susceptible of being boughty but he must be dearly
bribed, for he is covetous and prodigal. '

These harsh words of Mirabeau for ﬁm Court Chamberlain of Prussia were
contradieted by Trenok who defended Rletz as follows:

Rietz's husband couvld do nothing evil to any persony on the contrary,
he wishes only the best for the King. This husband nobly excuses the in-
fidelitles of his wife "as the spirit of her youth", and he does not
condemn her, axcept to ggpraach her for her raid on the Treasury, which it
is her duty to protect.

Trenck denies that Rietz is vile, debased or avaricious, However by admitting
Flets! cuckholdry in the case of his wifs and the XKing, Trenck inferentially

adnits ¥irabeau's acousation that Riets pandered to the King. That he was vile
and a rascal, as charged by Mirabeau, aseems w0 be accepted by Phillipson, who

reportad that Rietz took advantage of the iemper tantrums and forgiving nature
of Frederick William delibverately. Pven Trenck, who reported that hsr husband
reproached her for her raids on the Treasury, condsmned the rapacious greed of

Prau Rietz. Her greed amaged Mirabeau who wrote on Tecenber 26, 1786

5 1bidey 179,

b

7048 reported by Phillipson, op. cite, page 178, the palr dslighted in
bacoming drunk on only the costliest jokavas and champagnes.

TTyirabeau, Secret History of the Cowrt of Berlin, 286,
78

Ibid., Trenck, 198,
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Madam Rietz, who of all the mistresses of the Sovereign has most
effectually resisted the inconstancy of men, has modestly demanded the
margraviate of Schwedi from the King, t serve as a place of retreatj and
four gentlemen to travel with her son, as with the son or a monarch.
According to Phillipson, the greatest hold which Madam Rietz held upon

frederick William was thelr illegitimate son, the Count de la Marche, The King
doted upon this boy.  Mirabeav knew of this trump card in Frau Rietz's hand, for
he said in his despatch of September &, 1786:

No change in the new habits of the Monarch, Madam Riatz has bsen but
once to see himj but on Saturday last, he wrote to his natural son by ?Bat
woman and directed his letter-"To my son Alexander Count de la Marche.

In spite of this fact, i1 appeared to Mirabeau that Frau Rietz was about to be
supplanted as mistress, since the terms of von Voss's morganatic marriage
contract explicitly provided for the exile of Frau Rietz. He reported that the
Rietz family was intriguing against the marriage on January 8, 1787:

The marriage of Mademoiselle Voss is again in report. Certain it is
that every species of trinkets has been purchased, every kind of preparati&t
has been made, and that a Journey is rumored.- Most of these circumstances
are kept very secret; but I have them from the Rletz family, who are very
much interesited in preventing the union beingcaccomplished,....and who
consequently are very actively on the watach, ‘

It is obvious that while Mirabeau remained in Prussia, Frau Rietz's star was no§j
in ascension, Mirabeau's analysis of the Rietz family accords with that of

historians and seems to be accurate.

"9\irabean, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 332.
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PRINCE HENRY OF PRUSSIA

When the Secret History of the Court of Berlin first appeared in print,

M¥Minister Montmorin suppressed it for iwo reasons. The first reason was Prussian

pressure against the work, caused by Mirabeau's candid treatment of the Xing.
But the second reason was the unfavorable treatment accorded by Mirabeau to
Prince Henryj Versailles regarded Hemry as its most reliable ally at the Court
of Berlin.sl

Obviously, Mirabeau's estimation of Prince Henry was based on his personal
relations with the man. In their earlier contacts, Mirabeau and Henry seem to
have been friendly for Hirabeau wrote on July 31, 17861

Prince Henry having sent for me to Rheinsberg by a very garmal and
friendly letter, it would appear affectation in me not to go.

If this letter does not show friendliness on Mirabeau's part for the Prince, at
least {t shows in Mirabeau a sense of obligation towards Henry, plus a respect
for the Prince,

However, Count D'Estarno's unfavorable coﬁmﬁta on Mirabesu to Prince
Henry,83 seem to have cooled the friendship. No evidence exisis that D!Eaterno

knew of Henry's request to Vergennes for a more aggressive ewmy,ah but

Blcf. page 2

BZMirabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 39.
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DiEsterno felt that Mirabeau constituted a threat to him in his position as
French ambassador to the Prussian Court. Welschinger is certain thats
"Mirabeau received a lesson from the Prince, and was ejected from Rheinsberg
[ Henry's aaatle], because of his indeseretion and his loud mouth."as

On August 8, 1786, Count Mirabeau returned to Berlin from Rheinsberg. 1In
his despatch of August 15, he denled any altercation and writes: "I am just
returned from Rheinsberg, where I lived in the uimost familiarity with Prince
Henry."86 But he commenced, for the first time, to write critically of Henry.
¥irabeau asked that letiers be sent from Versa}.lles pralaing the succesa of
Henry in France, yet on this subject he adds:

eseobut in this I would advise moderationj fg;{' I believe Prince Henry
has spoken too much himsslf on that subject. ‘

which Henry would have in the new reign. In so writing, Wirabeau becomes more
and more open in his criticism of the Prince:

Prince Henry is French, and so will he live and die. Will he have
any influence? I know not. He is too pompousj and the Tuke of Hrunswick,
of a ver gadifferont complexion, is the man necessary to King and the

country.

B;Welachinger, La Mission secrete de Mirabeau a Berlin, (Paris, 1900), 339,

Bém‘rabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, h3.
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Prince Henry, in a latter to Thiebault, speculated on how he had earned the
disapproval of Mirabeaut
I will tell you how I incurred his displeasure. I felt my brother's
death would be followed by intrigues at Berlin, and France alone could help
I did not think Count d'Esterno was the right man. I disapproved the
selection of Mirabeau, knowing his morality. I was friendly, but cool, and
never signed my name to any letter or note to him. gg saw he did not have
my confidence. Hence he treated me ill in his book,
Despite Mirabeau's claim that he was on intimate terms with Henry after his
return in Angust from Rheinsberg, his changed atiiiuvde toward the Prince is
evident in his despatches. Henry states that he disapproved of Mirabeau's
morality, and hence refused to bascome confidential with him,

If the anecdote about Mirabeau's ejection from Rheinsberg is umtrue, it is
nevertheless likely that Mirabeau first became aware of Henry's hostile attitudyg
toward him while visiting Rheinsberg between July 31 and August 8. Even if the
opinions in the despatches of August 15 ware colored by a personal animosity
which Mirabeau felt towards Prince Henry after his receipt of a personal rebuff
from Prince Henry, nevertheless Mirabeau was far more reallstic than the ?x‘ince
in his expesctations of the new relgn.

In his capacity of guardian of the Crown Prince Henry had exercised a
strong influence over his young charge. Yhen, in 1786, Fredsrick's death
appearad to be a matter of days, Henry naturally felt that his influence would

0
continue after Frederick William ascended the Prussian throne.9 To gnarantee

89(}.!'. Gooch, Studies in German History, 95,

90aranthan, 177.
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this result, Henry plied Frederick William with flattery, condoned his
dissipations, and continued to fan the resentment Frederick William had toward
his uncle, the King.91 While thus building himself up with the Crown Prince,
Henry tried to keep up appearances with the dying King. On March 30, 1786,
calling himself "Doctor Hemry", he wrote a letter full of clinical advice to
Frederick; yet, only eight days later, in a letter to his friend, Baron Munch-
hausen, he referred to the imminent death of the king as "a great event"” that
would surely change his status at court after Prederick's death.9 2 The French
ambassador at Berlin was also sure "the cloak of Prederick would fall on the
waiting shoulders of Prince Hemry, though the Crown would bs worn by Frederick
w;lliam. n93

Mirabeau felt that a nephew, whose life had been lived in the shadow of an
uncle who had disapproved of him, arranged his marriages, and in every way
dominated him, would, upon being made the absolute monarch of the country,
certainly would not readily submit to the domination of another uncle. Even if
this second uncle had formerly exercised gres;t.: influence over him, the' changed
circumstances of being King would probably destroy the scope of the influence.
In this matter, Mirabeau proved more realistic than Prince Henry or D'Esterno,

for it is indisputable that Henry's influence over Frederick William disappeared

Npid., 177.

7 zchester Fasum, Prince Henry of Prussia, University of Wisconsin Press,
(Kadison, 19,-‘2)) 330.
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when the Crown Prince hacame King.

As to Mirabeau's charge of pomposity on the part of Henry, and as to
Mirabeau's clailm that Henry was, heart and soul, pro-French, these appraisals of]
the man can be verified by an examination of Henry's past. Many close insights
intc the nature of this snigmatic character are provided by Chester Easum, the
most accomplished of the recent biographers of Prince Henrys

To be treated as a person of distinction was always intense to his nostrils

He had often had this experience, but not often enough. He wished to

vigit in the flesh the city he felt was the cagktal of the cultural and

intellectual world he had always known, Paris.

The aggressions of Joseph II had led Frederick, in 178k, to send Henry to

Paris to work out a rapprochement with the Court of Versallles. Henry met
little formal success in the diplomatic negotiations. Vergennes, in order nct
t> antagonize Marie Antoinette, had to deal with Henry only through inter-
mediariea‘gs The diplomatic mission continued through the Scheldt Crisis, and
through the 1785 Bavarian Crisis; the influsnce of the Queen of France

96

prevented any formal accord. In this period, Henry won the sincers respect off

the Frenchj in fact, he was more highly thoughi of in Paris than he had ever

been in Berlin.97 At the aame time, the mission had the result of confirming

9hnccording to Fasum, op. cite, 317, though Henry felt at home in the

salons, he was very ill at ease at Court. Easum contends that Henry was not
enough of & ladies! man to feel at home in Versailles, at the dancing parties.

As to Henry's francophilia, Easum holds it long antedated this first visit
to Paris in lggi.

95 btde, 317

961bad., 317-8.
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978ranthan, 177. See also Fasum, op. cit., 317-8.
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the Prince'!s favorable opinion of France.

Mirabeau's view as tc the pomposity and the Francophilia of Henry are
attested by Easum, who stressed the Prince's need to be treated as a person of
distinction, the typlcal mark of pomposity, and who stresses that Henry's Paris
visit in 1785 confirmed an already extant love for the French, Though it is
beyond question that the personal rebuff which Mirabeau suffered caused his
writings about Prince Henry to become hypercritical, Mirabeau's description of
Henry was accurate, according to Easum and Granthan, Henry's biographers.

"hen Prince Henry learned of the death of Frederick II by letter from
Prederick William, Henry immedistely sent Frederick William a Political
Memorial, in which he advocated the establishment of intimate relations with
France.98 Henry advised Frederick William to send a note in his own hand to

99

Iouis XVI, asking for close relations. Henry insisted Frederick William musy

take the initiative, because of France's Austrian allliance, and becavse of her

family ties with Anatria.loa

Though he kept up an outward appearancs of cordiality with thry;‘the new
King did not follow the advice of beginning a personal correspondences instead
he allowed the project of friendly relations with France to be handled by his

ol

underlings. After Henry had suffered this rebuff, his ego appafantly refused

98Richard Krauel, Prinz Heinrich von Preussen als Politiker, 39.

99 Toid., 39.
100:p14,, 39-10.
1011pid., 4O.




{0 admit the inevitable; outwardly at least he remained highly selfw-confident.
Thus Mirabeau wrote on August 22%

He pretends his nephew indicates an entire confidence in himj
but I fear he interprets compliments into pledges of trust. He affiﬁga
the downfal Zfbic_?Pof Hertazberg approaches; this I do not believe.

In the same leiter he showed he realized that che King, while keeping up
appearances of cordiality with Benry, avoided political topics:

I beliave the truth to be thai Prince Henry exaggerates his
ascendancyj and that he is in absolute ignorance of the King's intentions,
They prattle much together, Egg there is no single point on which they have
yet come to any stipulation.

“hen the Prince realized that despite his efforts of the past year he would
have little influence over Frederick ™lliam, he began seriously to criticize
the Xing, whose dissipations

and excesses he had condoned the year hefore, when he thought at so doing
would guarantee him influence over Frederick William. "hen Henry gave up
hopes of dominating his nephew, he ascended to moral heights in condemning
his nephew's excesses which he had overlooked as harmless foibles but a
short time before. In his despatch of September 5, 1786, Mirabean strongly
eriticized tha Prince for this:

The Prince no longer conceals the truths and like all weak mer,
passing from one extreme to the other, he clamorously affirms that the
country is undonej that priests, blockheads, prostitutes and Englishmen
are hastening its destruction.<s.l repiaﬁ, he had completed his disgrace
in the private estimation of the King.

The letter next proceeds to go beyond mere atiribution of weakness of character

to Prince Henry. Mirabeau accused Henry of being a man to whom one cannot

loauirabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 58.
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entrust 8 secret, and a rather vicious gossip, in additions

18¢

In vain you recommend me Lo act privatelyje«s..I have teo mch
celebrity, too much intercourse with Prince Henry, who is a true Joan of
Arc, and who has no secrsts of any kind, I am made w speak Yggn I am
silent; and when I say anything, it is unfaithfully repeated.

Later in the same letter Mirabeau insists agaln upon Henry's personal refusal t4
admit defeat~ his refusal to face reality of this sort. Mirsbeau stated:
Hence, it is difficult to conjecture whether he deceives himself or

wishes to deceivej whethsr he maintains the cause of {8%ity, feasts on
illusion, or if he has recently seen any ray of hope.

Basum's judgment on Prince Henry that "To be treated as a person of

107

distinction was always intense to his nostrils,” should be recalled. It

shows a need in Prince Henry to be treated as an important personage. If he
folt this need 8o greatly and intensely, it would seem to follow that rather
than face defeat, he might "feast on illusion"” and "decelve himself™ as
MWirabesu indicated. A8 to the change in his attitude to Frederick William,
after it became obvious to him that he would not be an important personage in
the reign of his naphew, his letiers give an ‘indication that such a rgprienta-
tion of attitude did occur.*®® If it be admitted that strong men maintain
their views, even in the face of modified conditions, Mirabeau's contention thak

Henry, for this reason, is a "weak"™ man is correct. Certainly, if there is a

losxbida » 81;-—5.
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non=-selfish reason for an individual to change to his views, this is
permissible. But to d» so purely for reasons of self-interest, is not an
indication of the strong man.

Therafore there seems to be justification for M¥irabeau's conclusions that
Henry was an eggoist who decelved himsslf, and a weak parson., Certainly, his
own prejudices against Prince Henry formed a forge in formulating Mirabeau's
assassment of the character of the_Prince; nevertheless, these views did have a
sirong baale in fact.

Once the realities of the sitvation had penetrated his consclousness,
Henry was not above engaging in factional politics. One of his biographers
states:

There can be no doubt that in the beginning of the reign of

Frederick William II, Prince Henry worked with all his might for the

dismissal of Hertsberg, and cooperated toward this end with Count Fincken=

stein, the uncla of ¥lle de Voss, who for both personal and political
reasons wished for the deposition of both Hertzberg and Woellner. Henry
and von TFinckenstein sought with the help of the Press and the help of

Mlle. De Voas to turnlssa King against Hertzberg, who felt in no.way

secure with the King, .

In the first two months of the reign, neither Henry nor Hertizberg could boast of
a decisive influence over the King. Prince Henry stayed on in Berlin over the
winter of 1786-7, azainst his usnal custom, 10 In Berlin, he paid close

111
attention to woolng the King by all means possible. But Frederick William
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avoided all political conversation with Henry.

"The Prince did not possess the necessary self control o hide his
dissatisfaction over this unexpected setback with the m.ng.n'z He soon came
forth with remarks about the influence of the Royal advisers, "who speculating
on the myatical inclinations of the King, would eventually destroy the state L
In 1787, after Mirabean had departed from Berlin, a full break cam.lu* After
this, the two were irreaomilable, and Henry retreated from public lifs.

Krauel, in giving this data evidencing Henry's lack of discretion,
furnishes corroboration for ¥irabeau's intimation that Henry was a gossip who

oould not be trusted with aoiaﬁ.donnal Momtimans

If Benry was indisoreet
in matters so vitally affecting his self-interesis, it follows that he could nof
hold his tongue in matters noi affeacting him deeply, such as matters relative
to Wirabesu. Mirsbesu's conclusion as o this aspect of Henry's character
seems correci.

Mirasbesau's evaluation of Prince Henry's character has been attacked ip one
particular by the historian Easum. The wugu in question ocours in letter

XIII, dated mgust 15, 1786, The controversial section reads as follows:

2., L.
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He also wishes (for your great men do not disdain little means) that

a lady should be sent hither, of a fair complexion [ sic], rather rat,

and with some musieal talenis, who should pretend to come trom Italy, or

anywhers but Prancey who shall have had no public amours who should ﬁeeu

rather disposed to grant favors than to display her pmrty, . P

The implication is that Henry wished a mistress of the King to advocate
his cause in the boudolrs Easum denies Prince Henry made this statementy he

117

doss so on thres grounds. Firstly he says that Prince Henry, decidedly a
woman hater, would never have resorted to such an expedient, S8econdly he
writest "Such a suggestion seemed more likely to have emanated from Mirabsau
himgelf rather than from Prince ﬂem-y."na Thirdly he contends that since no
other source exists except Mirabeau's letter for this anecdote, the tale musi be
false.

Rasum's view that "this suggestion seemed more likely to have emanated
from Mirabsau,” contains just recognition of Mirabeau's procliivities in t.'hu

directions nevertheless it is an argumentum ac hominem, since it is the truth

of this particular statement that is at stake, not Mirabeau's personal morality
Basum's contention that Hemry was a m hater and would never ‘have used
such an expadient seems implumsible in the miliev of Perlin in the 1780's, In
this pariod, the Finckenstein family was making use of Praulein von Voss and
the Toellner-Rosicrucian cirele hadPrau Riets in service, Hmry's personal
morality had not been a bar in the past to his use of questionable expedients.

nﬁmmbsm, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, LS.
U7 aaum, 330-1.
U8y 4., 330-1.
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“hile he was Frederick William's guardian, he had antagoniszed his charge against
Frederick xt.ug In 1785, while attempiing to achieve a position of influence
with Frederick Wlliam, he had condoned the Crown Prince's diasipat.ions.mo
Hance it seoms unlikely that he would abstain from using the expedient of employ-
ing a misiress to rerresent his views, as againat the mlsiresses of opposing
viewpolnts, despite the fact that he was a woman~hater. |
vasum's third contention is weightiers. Mirabeau is the only source for
this anecdote. True, Mirabeav has shown himself to be a reliable source in
most matters, However, it is beyond dispute that he harbored prejudices againsy
Prince Henry because of thes personal rebuff he suffered from Hemry at Rheing~
berge Hance Mirabeau's unsupporied siatement of this anscdote is ‘not sufficieny
grounds vpon which to conclude that Henry suggested that Mirabeau procure a pros
French mistiress for the King. Thus Easum's final conclusions as to the anecdotq
in question ie probably correcty however his reasons for holding that such a
suggestion was an igposasiblility seem, in part, untenable.
Easum and Cooch challengs Mirabeau's astimﬂon of the character cf Prince
Henrys OGooch stiated: "Such loud coloring damages the poriralt painter more

than his sitter,. w2l

Yot Wraboau's judgment of the Prince of Prussia has

bean shown by thia study accurately to reflect the views of many historians of
the sra. Certainly Mirabeau's assessuent of Henry was strongly influenced by
his personal difficulties with the Prince; nevertheless the plcture he presenied

of Hemry was very accurate,

Mee, 152,
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THE DUKE OF BRUNSWICK

Karl Wilhelm Ferdinand, the reigning Duks of Brunswick, (1745-1806¢), is

0

man famous in subsequent history as the suthor of the Brunswick Manifesto, as
the Prugsian General who defeated the Patriot forces in Holland, and as the
leader of the Prussian ammy in its defeat by Napoleon in 1806, |
The outstanding military reputation of the Duke, plus his known i
Francophilia, had created for him a large party in France who would have pre- ‘;

ferred to see him as chief minister to Frederick William in case Prince Henry

| failed to secure this position after the death of Fx'ederic.lzz ‘:

123

On July 12, 1786, Mirabeau visited the castle of Brunswick. He carried

with him, at this time, a recommendation from the Abbe de Perigord, Talleyrand,

who was well acquainted with both Mirabeau and the Dulne.lah Mirabeau certainly

seemad favorable to the project of installing Brunswick as Frederick Milliam's
j chief minister on the death of Frederick II, for he wrote on July 16, 17863 !

To the King's brother, Prince Henry....,the Heir Apparent has not

i attempted to conceal his dissatisfaction, Thence it results that all the
: subaltern parties, and their dirty cabals, becoms moreactive; so that the
respect in which the court of Berlin has been held depends perhaps but too
much on the life of igg King; unless the Duke of Brunswick should seize the
e reins of government.

The Duke of Brunswick, in his July conversations with Mirabeau, insisted

that he was a partisan of Prance. Mirabeau indicated this clearly:

| 122
123
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The Duke has repeatedly assured me that all the Protestant powers of
Germany, and a great part of the Catholic, would incontroveriibly be in
the interest of France, whenever the latter should fully convince the
Germanic body of her amicable intentions. He added that the Elector of
Hanover and the King of England were iwo very distinct personsé and that
the English and Cermans were great strangers to each other..l2

Despite the protestations of the Francophilia on the part of Brunswick, Mirabeay

in July, expressed doubis about the sincerety of the Dukes |

Here I ought to declare that, in my opinion, the Duke overacts his

part, whenever he speaks of depressing England, which I well know he lovesgy
AR P St I et

Thus Mirabeau early questioned the pro-French character of the sympathies

of Brunswickj yet he tempered thiz view by stating that perhaps Brunswick was [

f& foveracting™ his francophilia to assuage French suspleion of him because of his |

Guslph blood and famillial connection with the house of Hanover. ‘

Though the Duke kept up appearances with Mirabeau, in October, 1786, he werg |

to Eisenach and met his cousin, Duke louis Ernest of Brunswick, the pro-English |

tutor and adviser to the Stadtholder of the krUn{ited Privinces, whom the States

of Holland had sent into exile.l?8 Duke Louls Ernest s sald to have'advised ‘

the reigning Puke of Brunswick "to play the rols of Caesar in Holland."? me| |

Take realized that politically he had no chance of becoming chief-minister to
Frederick ™ lliam in 1786; for the clique of Woellner, Bischofswerder and Riets

1214, 16-17.
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allowed no one to obtaln importance in Berlin, Furthermore, Prince Henry had
failed in his attempt to take over the govemmant in the name of his nephew,
The only mode of advaneing his reputation, Brunswick realized, was to lead an
army of intervention in Holland. For this reason, in Octobar, 1786, the views
of Hertzberg and the Duke of Brunswick really coincided.

However, in his October discussions with Mirabeau, the Duke concealed his
true feelings relative to Holland. In the Goertz discussions on Holland, the
French envoy, Renneval, had proposed that all powers of the Stadtholderate of
the United Provinces be placed under conirol of an executive council. The
Prussiah envoy, Goertz, had proposed the preservation of some of the powers of
the Stadtholder., Therefore, when Brunswick, in October, suggested to Mirabeau
a strict limitation of the executive, hs was adopting a pro-French solution:
"Come, come, the Stadtholder must have a couneil, without which he can perform
nothing."m 0

But in spita of his pro-French protestations to Miraveau, Brunswick did
warn theCount that the promises by Sir Jamesv Harris of aid to Prussia; if
Prussia should intervene in Holland had had a strong effect upon the King.l t
However, Mirabeau's overall impression, after the interview of Oectober, remained

unchanged; he still believed that Brunswick was pro-french in attitude:

lBQKtrabuu, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 176.
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it
The Duke is rather German than Prussian, and as good a statesman &s
he is a warrior. He will prove such a proposition / those of Harris_] 0o
be so absurd that 1t is probably no more than the personal conception of
the audacious and artful Harris, who wishes, at any expense, to make his
fortunesseel found the principles of the Duke to be moderate, prudent, and
politically speaking, wholly French.132

Mirabeau began to perceive that he had been led astray by Brunswick on
January L, 1787. To his credit, it must be said that he preferred accuracy to
consistency when he saw that he had been mistaken, for he wrote:

A curious and very remarkable fact is that ths Duke of Brunswick was
the firat who spoke to Baron Reede / Princess Wilhelmina's envoy at

Barlin /....and asked him what effect he imagined it would have on affairs

of Ho. d if some regiments were marched intoﬁj..and if a camp of pleas-

ure were formed in the principality of Cleves?
The receipt of this information forced Mirabeau to admit that his former assess-
ment of the Duke as a partisan of France could have been incorrect, and that theg
Duke could have been deceiving him in this matter, for he continueds
And has he [/ the Duke / unworthily deceived me? The Dutch ambassador
wished to persuade me of /This fact /eese] imagine he is singere; yet, to
own the truth, the public would echo hig" the ambassador's_/ opinion for
the Duke is in high renomn for deceit.,™”"

Of course, Mirabeaut!s analysis of the Duke of Brunswick as a folldéwer of
the policy of France in Holland, and as a partisan of France was incorrect.
Trenck took Mirabeau to task for "believing the Dule of Brunswick followed a

135

policy of peaceful settlement in Holland;" for once Trenck is quite right.

B%ﬁrabeau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 183.
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The discovery on the part of iirabeau that Prunswick was a liar, made only in
January, must have dislllusionsd Mirabeau, who had writien in his lstter of July
1, 1786 from Zrunswick that "The Duke of Brunswick ig tho most able Prince of
Gernany.™ 3¢ n this despatch, ¥lrabsau had described the Duks with frank
adnirations | |

I have nou time today to give more than a sketech of the Tuke as he
appears to me, who certainly will not be thought a common man even among
men of merite His person bespeaks depth and venetration, a desire to
please tempered by foriitude, nay by severity. He is polite to affecta-
tionj speaks wiih precision, and With a degree of elegancejesseiruly an
Aleibisdes, he delights in the pleasures and the graces; but thas- never
subiract any thing from his labours or his dutissesesVhen hae 18 1o act as
a Prussian general, no one is so early, sv active, 30 minute as himselfeeed
It is a mark of superior character and understanding, in my opinfion, that
the labour of the day can bs less properly aald to be sufficient for him
than he is for the labour of the days bhis first ambition is that of
executing it wells He L8 i{n fine a man of uncommon stampy but too wise to
bo formidable to the wisest3’

There is a rsasonable explanation for the excessive vraise of the Tuke by
MWirabeaus In Paris, Talleyrand and his entourage felt a lively sympathy for
Brmawi.ck.ua When Mirabeau had his personal digagreements with Princs Henry,
he felt it needful 1o build up the Tuke as the French candidate for principal
ninister of Frederick William. He explained himself in his despatcehs

Tt appears to me indubitabls that Prince Henry is ruined past

_Iesourtisees The dastiny of the Tuke of Brunswick is far otherwise uncertain

nor do I believe it will be decided before there Ls an open rupture, But

it is paculiar to him, and to him alone, that should he once grasp power,
1% #ill not afisrward escape himj for a betier oourtlor, a man of deeper

13¢
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views, more subtile /[ Tsic d at the same time more firm, and
pertinacious does not axfEZ;fg9 ? more

Howaver. Mirabeau was in error in regarding Brunswick as an ally, and
finally discovered the truth in January. PFrom the time of Frederick's death,
Bruncwick wished to play the role of Caesar in Holland, After the Schoonhaven
affair of July, 1787, the Tuke of Brunswick triumphantly led the armies of
Prussia into Holland. It nmst be said for Mirabeau, however, that despite thu
fact that he misjudged the ideas of the ™uke of Brunswick, he was honest in

adnitting his error once he was aware of ite
HERTZBERG

Soon after the death of Frederick the Creat, Mirabeau, observing the
degree of influence which Ewald Friedrich von Hertsberg had managed to exert
upon Xing Frederick ™1lliam, wrote in his letter of September 23 "Hertzberg
is the man who must be managed in the state."lha Despite his recognition of
‘the epogee of importance to which the Foreign Minister had arisen, lirabqfu
noted certain weaknesses of character in Hertzberé:

Hertzberg however may ruin himself by hia‘boaating and even by his

ostentation. This is a mode of effecting the fall of ministers which thf
courtiers will not fail to employ, because of the character of the King.

The Count recognized that Hertzberg was violently pro-English in viewpointj

it was his opinion that Hertzberg was really not too well versed in foreign

1
39Miraheau, Secret History of the Court of Berlin, 237.
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affairas
Hertaberg is wholly Dutch, for it is the only decent manner in which
he can be English; and halﬁﬁy greatly influence foreign politics, though hej
does not understand them.
Purther, he felt Hertsberg was extremely conceited, for he wrote: "....Hertz-
berg...«beholds nothing on this sublunary earth but HERTZBERG and
PRQSSIA."lhB In calling Hertsberg to task for his high opinion of himself,
Mirabemn inadvertently admits Hertzberg is a patriot. It was natural for
Mirabeau to be antagonistic to the primary opponent of France in Prussia. This
antagonism rendered him less than objective in his evaluation of Hertzberg.
Hertzberg was born at Lottin in 1725. In 1743, he entered the University
of Halle, and apecialized in history.lhh In 1750, he was placed in charge of .
the Mepartment of Archives, in which post he remained until 1757, at which time
he was named Secret Wxpediting Secretary / Undersecretary of Foreign Affairs/. 1
In late 1760, Frederick called Hertzberg to Saxony to handle the peace arrange-
ments at Hubertusburgs his severity with the Saxons so pleasaed Frederick that

Hertizberg was namad States Minister in the Cabinet in 1763, a post he shared fon

W2pysq,, 82,
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172
many vears with Count Von mmmtein.mé Fredarick liked Hertsberg bacause
of his industriousness and knowledge; he raferred to the Foreign Minlster as
Ton pawiots-"m? In 1771, the plan for annexing West Prussia in the first
Partition of Poland is sald to have originated with Hertaberg.

Evidence of this sort does not tend to support Mirabeau's contention that
Hertaberg did not understand foreign affairs., His university training in
history, his experience in the arshives, and his twenty years of work in
prominent posis in the foreign service must have given him at loast some undere
standing of foreign affairs. KNebertheless, in 1779, durin: the negotiations at
Taschen, Prederick relegated Hertaberg to a subordinate roles Herisberg was
deaply hurt by tm.a.w
proposed, Hertsberg expressed opposition to it. After it was adopted, however,

In 1785 when the scheme of the Fuerstenbund was first

he claimed the scheme as his own creatim.lw This led Mirabeau to sccuse him
of being boastful and ostentatious.

As early as the "ar of the Davarian Sumgsim, Hortzberg had become
intimate with Fredarick mllim‘m During 1?65, Hertabery sent Fredsrick
willian freqent memorials and letters. Upon Prederick William's mowmting the

Werma,, 2i3
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throne, Hertsberg was decorated with the Order of the Black Eagle, and made a
Gaunt‘lsl He was also appointed head of the Prussian Academy.ls-z He was
certain his hour had arrived.

However, the Count de Mirabeau wrote on November 7, 1787, that opposition
to Hertzberg did exist in Prussias

Count Finckenstein has written in very warm terms to the King, to

inform him that the provocations of Hertzberg are so frequent as to bacome

insupportabla...The King returned a very mild answer, very obliging and

what may be called apologetic, in which he earnsstly requested him to

remain i.nlggfice s and promised the cause of his complaints would

CeaBCeene
Gabriel is here referring to Hertzberg's many aggressive intimations of inter~
vention in I‘x’c:»]..’!.a.ml,lSh whieh the opposition consideresd provocative. In the fajl
of 1786, strong opposition to Hertzberg's policles was led by Prince Henry and
Count Finckenstein, who enlisted the ald of Fraulein Von Voss and the Press in
their struggle against him.lss Of Hertzberg's status with the King at this
time, Krauvel wrote: "Hertzberg, though he was raised to the Order of the Black
Eagle and made a count, in no way felt secure with the King."lsé

Mirabean pointed out that Frederick William had promised Count Finckensteif
to stop the overly aggressive moves and statements of Hertzberg. Thus Mirabeau

realized that the popularity of Count Hertzberg with the King was very
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precarious, However, the fact that Hertzberg, despite the caliber of the
opposition against him, retained his position as the pillot of Prussia in foreign
affairs, affirms Mirabeau's earlier statement that "Hertsberg is the man who
must be managed."

Hertsberg had a definite viewpoint in foreign affairs. BHe feared the
axisting alliance of the southern powers, France and Austria. To oppose this
bloc, he proposed constructing a Northern Tier of nations by binding Prussia
with England. %7 He felt that northern, Protestant Holland more naturally
belonged to the northern bloc of powers; by 17863 however, Holland was aligned
with France by the Treaty of Fontainebleau.lsa Therefore, a cardinal temst of
Hertzberg was to separate Holland from France. Hence he advocated intervention
in Hollsnd. But during the winter of 1786-7, Frederick William would not permit
intervention. Mirabeau noted this in his despatch of October 28;

sesentill it is certain Count Hertzberg has been very drily {ggbiddan all
interference, direct or indirect, in the affairs of Holland.

Mirabeau's dislike of the anti~Prench foreign policy of Hertsberg color?d his
view of the man, It led him mlstakenly to conclude that Hertzberg knew nothing
of forelgn affairs. However his evaluation of the character and policies of
Count Hertsberg was, in cher aspects, in accord with the conclusicha of the

auﬁhoritiea in the area.

15?Allggamaina Deutsche Blographie, Zwolfte Band, 2LL.
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CHAPTER VII
CONCIDSION

To justify the undertaking of any study in the historical field, the stu-
dent must show precisely that his efforts have added to the extant scholarship.
Most ot the work on Count Mirabeau's Secret History has actually skirted the

problem of the hiotorical accuracy of the book, without taking the decisive step
of comparing it to the findings of reliable historians. That task was done for
the first time in this thesis,

In the introduction to the Mission secrets, Welchinger wrote a short

biography of the Count, laid down the circumstances lesading to the voyage, wrotig
a precis of the contents of the despatches and explained the circumstances of
the publication and suppression of the book, In editing the correspondence, he
took a monumental step in forwarding Mirabeau research; in his notes following
each letter, he wrote short biographies of hﬁex parties mentioned and undertook
to disoredit Baron von der Trenck's rather inane refutation of the Secret
History. However at no time did Welachinger attempt a systematic comparison of
the Count's asgertions with the findings of historians. The principle
suthorities Welschinger used were Chateauvbriand, de Montigny, Dohm, Stern and
Rousse. These writers are auvthorities on Mirabeau, not German historians or

historians of Germany. Welschinger devoted but one page® to the analysis of

]We].schinger, Henri, La mission secrete de Mirabeau a Berlin, Plon, (Paris ,1
1900}, 37
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Mirabeau's views, and in his introduction, he showed heavy reliance on the work
of Alfred Stern.

In Das Leben m.rabeaus,z Stern clearly analyzed the major threads of po=
litical analysis presented by the Comnt. HRe stated that Mirabeau clearly saw
the party struggle of the first half year of Frederick f‘?illiam's reign, and saw
the coming mastery of Toellner and Bischofswerder. He credited Mirabeau with
predicting "the sickness before the jonmey"B two decades before the fall of
Prussla. S8tern recognized that Mlrabean approved the setting aside of the
Coffee and Tobacco monopolies, but opposed the reckless manner in which the
ministers abolished the monopolies without finding substitute revenues.

Stern's short analyais of the work of Mirabeau was very accurate as far as
it went, but he'; like elchinger, did not compare Mirabeau's assertions with
other historical writings. He stated that "the book, despite the scandalous
court anscdotes, contained brilliant political projections."h Yet he took
Mirabeau's word on face value, and did not check Mirabeau against other
nistorians. This theses did precisely that whiéh, Starn did not do, Most of
Stern's material seems to derive from Mirabeauj his work is an accurate

sppraisal of the Secret History, wnverified by consultation with other sources.

In his appraisal of the Memorial to Frederick William, Stern betrays a lack of

Yinsight in calling the reforms suggested by Mirabeau "partially possible and

23tern, Alfred, Das Leben Mirabeaus, Kronbach, (Berlin, 1889), Yol. I, 212.
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partially a chimra'“s
Not only Stern, but also Martin Phillipson felt the program offered to
Frederick William visionary, for Phillipson wrotes
%hen Mirabeau suggested the destruction of "rule by clique!, when he
suggested disinterested Judges and full citizenship for Jews- in the
Prussia of the time under so unenergetic a King as Frederick William II, it
was 8 dream. It was such a chimera that one may ask of him, "Why write
L
These opinions were seconded by Hanns Reissnert's analysis of Mirabeau's Monar-
chie Prussienne, in which Mirabeau, as in the Memorial, advocated the liberationﬂ
of the Prussian serfs. Reissner never analyzed the Secret History or ihe

Memorial, and the Monarchie Prussienne is more the work of Mauvillon than of

Mirabeau., But since both the Huguenot Major and the French Count agreed essen~
tially on the need for freeing the Prussian serf, Reissner's criticism can be
applied to Mirabeau's propesals on serf-liberation in the Memorial. Reissner
claimed Mirabeau's stand rested on aprioristic preconceptions, noit on empirical

analysis:

-

Just as the brochure against the Order of Cincinnatus cannot completel)
be understood as only a pamphlet against the ennoblement of Amsrican
military officers, thus, though the Monarchie Prussienne seems directed
only against despotism in Prussia, it is really directed against all
despotism. Thus it contains an Sidaa for the universal, binding on all
states by a common rational law,

Reissner denies the validity of Mirabeau's view that serfdom needed to be

abolished in Prussias

5I'bid. s 206=T.

6Martin Phillipson, Geschichte den Preussischen Staatswesens vom Tode Fried
richs des Grossen, 95.




As a foreigmer who did not grasp the internal Prussian traditions, Mi-]
rabeau concluded, aprioristically, thgt the freeing of the serfs would
increase Prussia's military prowress.

This study feels that Reissner fell into the error of extreme empiricism,
an attitude which regards any generalization as dangerous, Because Mirabeau
felt that the abolition of serfdom, conscription and noble tax exsmptions were
desirable for Prussia as well as France, he was dismissed by Reissner as a
generalising ghilosoghe of a non-scientific sorte Yet history vindicates the
Count. Though the Prussian peasantry and bourgeoisie greeted Napoleon as a
liberator in 1806 after the Frederician serf-forces had been defeated by
patriotically inspired freemen at Jena, the emancipated serfs and liberated
bourgeoisie of Prussia managed to finally defeat Napoleon at the Battle of the
Nations.

Further, it is the finding of this thesis that Relssner's accusation that
Mirabeau was rationalistic and not empiricel in his arguments is untrue. In the
specific case of the Berlin silk indusiry, the data offered by Mirabeau to provs

? Not only this, bui also

the fallure of this attempt is strictly statistical.
the arguments which Mirabeau's contemporary, Hertzberg, employed in favor of the
silk trade wers of an empirical nat.um.m This study would oppose the conclusio?

of Relssner that Mirabeau used rationaliastic methods, and would coneluds that

7Kmn Reissner, Mirabeau und seine Monarchie prussienne, 102,
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the Secret Biatog_ nade wide use of ths empirical method,

As to Mirabeau's estimate of the personalities of the significant figures
of the court of Berlin, it has been pointed out by the writer that views of
Mirabeau colncide with those of most historians and contemporaries. Gooch
agrees thats "Mirsbeau's realistic pictures of the Prussian dourt are in no way
mrdrm."u Thus far, the findings of this thesis are in accord with those of
Gooch,

In his assessment of personalities, Mirabeau devoted perhaps excessive
attention to the scandalous irregularities of the figures of the Cowri of
Berlin. This led to criticism of Mirabeau by historians., Stern wrote:

The Skandalchronik dominated the despatches. The wild private life of]
the qu, especially his relations with Friulein von Voss took the most
room,

Yet in the reign of a libertine, the road to political success might lie in
factional possesaion of a "pettycoat prime-minister." Hence scandal, in this
reign.had political importance. Nevertheless, historians have used Mirabeau's

proclivities toward scandal as the basis of an g._f_gumntum ad hominem againat

Mirasbeau, Chester Fasum has done this, in regard to Mirabeauts evaluation of
Prince Henry.

QGooch also dissented from Mirabeau's portrayal of the "partition Prince,"
when he wrotes "Such loud colorings damage the portrailt painter more than his

g, p. Gooch, Studies in Germsn History, 87.
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sitter.” This study has arrived at the conclusion that in spite of the un-
deniabls prejudice which Mirabeau entertained for the Prince, his views coin~
cided with those of both contemporaries and modern historians.

The writer has noted cases in which Mirabeau was mistaken; in particular he
believes that overrigid doctrinnalre approaches blinded the Count to economic
realities in the case of the Silk Trade. It appears strange that none of the
critics of Mirabeau pointied out this failing. But in spite of this mistake,
and in spite of other errors, Mirabeau clearly saw the problems of his time and
had clear sclutions for thems Unfortunately for Prussia, and for Europe, his
soluticns were ignoreds The result was that Europe had to go through a bloody
ordeal befors most of his suggestions could be followed.

In the latter part of the 19th Century and the early part of the 20th
Century, a tendency has persisted among students of Mirabeau to attribute in-

creased importance to the Segret History. The German scholar, Stern, saids

Of all the works of Mirabeau, there is not another which so visibly
carries Mirabeau's personal mark as this work. In it we have him and only
him, with bis spirit of investigation, 13115 hardiness of thought and word
and his ambition and thirst for glory.l

His views were echoed by another Mirabeau authority, Henri Welschingers

Tespite his exaggerations and his cynical traits for which he has
enough been blamed, that work which most merits republication is this
collsction of letters, so piﬂ::ant, so instructive, which has been, until
now, incompletsly published.

13p1fred Stern, Das Laben Mirabeaus, Kronbach, (Berlin, 1889), Vel. I, 210.

u‘Henri VWelschinger, Ia Mission secrete de Mirabeau a Berlin, Flon,
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In the preface to her book, Mirabeau avant la revolution, Mlle. Vallentin

writes that, in reply to a question about why she had chosen to write about
Mirabeau, she had stated: "....Decause he was the first to recognize, with his

clairvoyance the dangerous power of the Germen military might, the power of

ce pays de 1'homme nachine, ">

To every student who analyzes the Secret History, the work seems to yield

new treasures, filled with gignificance for his time. For the writer of this
thesis, it seems surprising that authorities such as Stern, Gooch, Welch,
Welschinger and Vallentin failed to note one centralA theme in the Secret History}
Mirabeaun felt that if people were free to choose that carser to which their
abilities best sulted them, they would love that country which permitted them
this freedom. Mirabeau perceived that any artificial barrier to the individual's|
self-realization, whether it be a barrier of caste, race or religion, will
destroy lowve of country, "that natural confederacy which induces citizens of thej
same condition to repel the enemy and defend their owm and their neighbors?
inheritmce."lé In short, conseription will hot be needed where men are free,
but when men are free, they will raise a volunteer army, superior to mercenary
and consceript armieas.

His lesson is one to which attention may be given even today. Racial

intolerance is bound to create disloyal citizens, just as serfdom created dise

15 mtonina Vallentin, Mirabeau avant la revolution, Crasset, (Paris, 1946),
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interested peasants in Prussia who greeted Napoleon as a liberator in 1806.
Artificial barriers placed against the natural advancement of the individual by
reason of his religion will surely spawn in the America of today an indifferent
group of nationsls, just as the limltation on bourgeois attainment of high
administrative and military office created an unpatriotic middle class in
Prussia in the year of the battle of Jena. Thus, the message of Mirabesu is
Just as a propos for the United States in 1960 as it was for Prussia in 1786,
Iest it be ignored, it should be remembered that when Prussia ignored such a
message in 1786, that state uliimately collapsed when its existence was put to

the test.
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