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CRAPTER I
1920 - -~ A REPUBLICAN YEAR

The dawn of the elsction year of 1920 cast its rays upon & discon-
tented and turbulent scene in the United States, The Great Var in Burope had
been brought to a succesaful and unexpectedly speedy conclusion, and the ave
erage American longed for the return to his idealized concept of pre-war days,
namely, & setiled routine of daily life, and a state of permaneat security.
The strain of the numercus wartime measures had been endured for the simple
reason that the American citisen looked upon the war as a orusade to protect
the Americen Ideal of Demooragy, He had not only besn willing, but eager %o
bear hardships and deprivations to bring about victory in Burops, but now,
with the sudden conclusion of the conflicot, all this negessary motivation
vanished. He looked sbout and saw the numercus wumsolved problems, the here
itage of every war, sud a apirit of discontent stirred within him,

The immediate task of national reccnversicn to a pescetime status
loomed as an ugly spectre. President Voodrow Wilson and Congress; with their
entire sttention focused on the war sffort, seemingly had neglected any seri-
ous discussion of reconversion problems, The World War had been expected to
last into the summer of 1919, and, with as many as 4,500,000 men in the imer-
ican Expediticmary Forces, the demcbilisation problem became one of primary




2
importance, Damestic labor feared the effect of this demcbilisation upom the
labor market, yet service men and thelr families were pressing for the immedi-
ate sbsorption of the soldier into civilian life,} There was the aifficult
problem of new workers drawn into industry by the war emergency, which now
called for an equitsble solution. War contracts, mﬁnc to several billiom
dollars, had to be cancelled and as & result “memployment® begcanme an
sctuality.?

Besides this gemersl over-all problem, uncertainty and unrest were
svident in individual industries. The rallroads were in straightened ciroume
stances due to the fact that rates had been frosen by federsl regulations,
vhile labor, construstion materials, fuel and working capital had to be bought
in a competitive market. Therefore, the railvcad laborer saw lititle chance
of any pay increases, and turned to strikea snd politics to settle his griev-
ances,3

Barly in 1919, over 30,000 shipyard workers in Seattle, Washington,
wvent on strike tv gain a revised wage seale and a forty-hour week. Organised

o

1 Dwight Lowell Dumond, America In Qur Iims, 1896-1946, Nev York
1947, 281, 282, ] Qur i ’ ’

2 Oscar T, Barok Jr. & Nelson M. Blake, finos 1900, New York
1947, 268. ’ ’ ’

3 Prederic L. Paxsom, Postwar Jears, 1918-1923, Berkeley, 1948, 93.
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lsbor turned out en masse on February 6 in support of their demands and, as &
result, all but the essential industries wers paralysed. Portunately, the
ptrike was terminated in a few days by high labor officlals who opposed the
vholesale breaking of existing waion contracts,

Following closely upon the Beattle settlement came the great steel
strike of 1919 in the Chicago-0ary avea, dominated by the United States 8Steel
Corporation, Over 343,000 men walked out, and the strike spread to vestern
Pennaylvania, vhere union meetings were suppressed by local officials amid
bloody clashes. Taking its cue from the disorder in Peunsylvenis, similar
rioting was soon prevalent in Gary, Indiama, Finally, General Lesonard Wood
arrived at Gary at the head of the United States Army truops and, by pro-
claiming martial law, restored order.

This same spivit of dissatisfaction spresd even to the police fores
in Bosten where, on September 9, 1919, more than two~thirds of Bostonts
"Finest® went on sirike,

The public fancy was captured by Governor Ceolidge's epigrammatic
proclamations *There is no right o strike against the public safety by any~
body, anywhere, suytime,* The strike wae settled, but serves as another
clear example of the usrest of the m.’

High prices also seriously disturbed ordinary working men, Needless

4 Earvey Vish, Contemporaxy Amexicas, New York, 1945, 278-9.
S5 Barek and Blake, finge 1900, 272-274.
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to say, the increass of incomes was frequently overlocked in their hested disp
cussions, but there were enough grievances to make the complaints plsusible,
To add to the diffienmltles, at the conclusion of the war the wage adjustaents|
stopped, and the ficod of savings was released. Vhen unemployment increased,
high prices were felt more than ever.

An sttempt to meintein some kind of stability in the industrisl
world with the estsblishment of The Industrial Board wnder the direction of
George N. Pesk, only resulted in further discontent, In theory, this Board
wes %o ¢ontimme the stabilising influences of the War Industrial Board, whioh]
had been wnder the direction of Bermard Baruch. Created in Pebruary, the In-
dustrial Bosard was dishanded im May, wben it was broken down by the refusal
of the railroad adainistrators to let it fix the price of a“ﬂs The simple
fagh of the case is that Baruch had previcusly had behind him a driving pubd-
lic opinion to support his war measures, but now there existed no such power
%o sanetion the efforts of Peek snd his assceiates.’

fiving in an environment of such widespread difficulties and social
unrest, the American people maturslly blamed the incusbent administration for
their ills, President Wilson soon became the primary target of civilian at-
tacks, vhile Republican political leaders sought to meke capital cut of pub-
lic disorder. Undoubtedly, Wilson had made the political blunder of his life
when he appealed tc the nation, befors the Congressional Elections of 1918, .

6 Paxson, Postuar Years, 87-83.
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for & retarn of a Democratic majority in Congress. The effect was evideat,
for not only was such an appeal taken as & slur on Republican patriotism, bub
5t also immediately alienated any Republicans vho had previously cooperated
with Vilson. The consequend eleotions gave the Republicans a majority in

both houses,”

Following close upon this first blunder was the President’s second
egregious mistake, vhich concerned the members of the pesoe commission. Com-
pletely ignoring the Semste, the Republicans, and the prectical politicians
of his own Party, Wilson chose s commission to the Paris Pesse Confersnce con-
sisting of Colonel Edward M. House, Secretary Robert Lansing, Genersl Tasker
Bliss, snd former imbassador Henry White. JFinally, Wilson announced that he
himpelfl would sttend the Conference, Many felt that he was needed at home to
deal with the problems of readjustment, and his decision caused severs criti-
cism sven at friendly hamds, The Republicans quickly capitalized upon such
actions, sad Senator Hemry Cabot Lodge of Massschusetts led the attack.®

Other charges were hurled at the President: he had ignored his cab-
inetj his administration lacked ecoordinationj he was too independent of the
Senate; he had taken us into war though elected on s platform of "He kept us
out of war." Asd, finally, when ¥Wileon returned from Paris, the Leagus of Na-
tions was bitterly sssailed in the Zenate. "By the first of September, 1919,

7 homas 4, Bailey, . " |
New York, 19%’“;;;_6“* oy, & Riplometle History of the Americen Feouls,

& Paxzson, Rogtwnr Jears, 12.
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the treaty mﬁplainly losing ground . . + the hearings were tﬁrrw‘up am
incalculable amount of pwmun.'? The Irish-Americans and the German-imer-
{cans joined with millions of others and asseiled VWilson beosuse they believed
he had bartered awsy the aspirstions of *struggling manity® in Paris. Three
times the Senste voted on the Treaty; twice with the Lodge Reservations, and
once without them, All three times the Treaty was mum; ¥ilson who mads
eoncessions from his principles abroad, refused to compromise with his politi-
eel opponents st homs, 0

The Republican leadsrs, therefore, with an eye on the coming Presi-
dentisl Election, $ook all these factors into consideration, snd felt su-
premely confident of victory ia November, They concluded that the Republicen
Party was in an ideal position, for the pecpls would mot anly be voting for
their candidate, but also would be voting sgainst Wilson and Wilsonimm, A»
Villiem Allen White said: “We were tired of mem with burning convietions,
curative or pallistive panageas or reforms; ideas that might develop into
causes." ' Brimming with confidence, the leaders of the Republican Party
turned their glames on the possible candidates., This feeling of confidence is

9 Bailey, Diglomatls Bisterv, 672.

10 Samwel Flagg Bemis, j Diplomatic Histozv of ihe United Elates,
Rew Iork, 1947, 654+

11 Willism Allen White, Masks in & Pagesut, New York, 1928, 410,
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gmportant to keep ia mind, for it explains somewhst the paychologieal back-
ground and the details surrounding the nomination of Warrea G, Harding.

Certainly, no one who looked ahsad at the coming months of the pri-
pary campalgn and the Republicen convemtion, could have foresesn the ames.
ing events that would transpive, The purpose of this study is to portray
thess evants. To paint a full picture, ab the outset it will be necessary
to examine the political baskground and charscter of the Presidentiasl Nomi~
nee. JFrom this an sdvance shall be made to the Pre-Uonvention Primary Com-
palgn, in which Harding's peoor showing in contrast $o that of the other
leading candidates will be pointed out, as well as thoss politicsl tactics
vhich helped his causs, An examination of the political manipulasions of
the convention will follow., In this chapter it will be showa how Harding,
despite his numerous deficiencies snd the popular sentiment agaiast him,
wes manoeuvered imto the momination. Finally, a reviev of the popuiar rease
tion to the nomimation will be presented.




CHAPTER XX
THE CHARACTER AND POLITICAL BACKGROUND OF HARDING

Toward the end of 1919, Harry M. Daugherty was attempiing to per-
gasde s skeptioal Warren Harding to run for the Presidency., Pinally, Harding
asked: "Am I a big emough man for the race?® Deugherty adroitly begged the
question by replyings "Greatness in the Fresidentiel Chair i1s Jargely sm il-
m&mefthopmh."“ The purpose of this chapter is to arrive st an an+
sver to Harding's query. Undoubtedly the surest way to do this is to glimpse
at the background and character of Varren (. Harding.

A farm in Caledonia, Morrow Comnty, Ohlo, was the birthplace of the
future president. The boy, Harding, of English, Scottish and Dutch stock,
passed through the local school as many did before and efter him, in no way
distinguishing himself for leaming or soumen, The years from 1879 to 1882
wore unevenifully passed at Ohio Central College in Iberia, Ohio, The anly
manifestation of telent dwring his college years was his serving as manager
of the college paper, Upon gradustion, Harding first attempted the study of
law, but soon tusmed awsy from such a scholarly pursuit vhich he found much

b
o Yark, SoaTE Mo Deveherty, Zhe Jaside S of She Nacdiag 2rmedr,
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too amwu'i, Belling insurance proved fruitless, and six months in the
classroon were sufficient to convince him that his vocation was not in tesch-
ing., His fumily had moved to Marion; Ohic, im 1832, and the young Herding
eventually found his way into the office of the Marion Demacretis Hixzer,
weekly mewspapsr. Unluckily, Harding found his Republican sympsthies mmrjw
to those of his Democratic employers. His manifest support of Blaine for
President caused his euployers to lose little time in separating him from the
pey rold, But Harding's vocation was beckoning to him, for st this time The
Harion Deily Btar, smn infant paper, went bankrupt, Herding with one of his
baybeod friends, Jack Varwick, borrowed $300 and bought the paper.® Warrea
G+ Harding had found his place.

As a nevspaper editor, Harding was successful; in a newspaper afﬁeﬂ
he belonged. In 1885, The Btar was enlarged to a six column, four pege paper
He liked the work and had the necessary talents, His nmanaging sditor stated:
"Harding is an easy writer, a fine reporter, a good uimghﬁ priater, the
quickest and fastest makeup man I every saw.*? Added to these qualities,
were the warm, friendly, human qualities that endeared him to the people of
Marien, HKe was genial, interested in most sides of comeunity life, » aystem-
atic promoter of civic enterprises, sssy-going, frank in sdmitting his lack
of unusual abilities or intellectual tastes, In every respect he fitted the
middling, smell-town envircnment, Perhaps, he would have passed his 1life

1n USA, 1923, 3T » Ihe Life of Narres G HARMAR, printed

Presidsta, 1dianepalis, 1935, S60-" snta Lixe Knowg and Dia Nesx
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in Maricn if he had not met Florence Kling De Wolfe, a widow with one child.

In 1891, Varren Harding married the older Florence De Wolfe. That
she had a definite part to pley in the rise of Harding is certain, BSamuel
Adsmp givee & graphic picture of Mrs, Harding in the following words

As between husband and wife, hers was definitely the stronger
spirits 8he vas more highly energised, more industrious, more
ambitious, and more farseeing . . Without her, Warren Harding
would have been content to cultivste his popularity and enjoy
& moderate meapure of advancsment, But she sust capitalize on
his capabllities, goad him to efforts and aims, which left to
hinpelfl, he would never have pursued,

Mrs. Herding worked with her husband in the newspaper office, und
aasisted him greatly in transforming The Star from a weekly into a dally. The
eirculation increased; more efficient methods wers lntroduced; the office
staff wae regimented wnder her control, "They apprecisted her value %o the
paper; they respected her professionally; bub they never loved her as they
d1d her husband,*?

The transition from s small-town newspaper mam to a hack politicien]
was quick and easy. Ons evening, Harding took it upon himpelf, in the absence
of an appointed chairman, to introduse a routine Republican speaker. To his
surprise, he foumd the experience easy and sgreeadle, and his fine presence
and partissn passion made & hit with the audiesce, He then announced bis

4 Bamuel Hopkins Adems, The Incredib
5 Inid., 2,

g Exs, Boston, 1939, 27.




1
candidecy for the office of County Auditor, although Marion County in the
aineties was irreclaimebly Democratic, His series of speeches, however,
aveiled him little against a strongly orgenised opposition, and he was not
only soundly defeatsd but suffered the wlmninmt of rumning sixty votes
penind his ticket,® However, his pleasing appearsnce and rich volce had st-
tracted the attention of the party meschine, and he was soon in demand for
pumerous spesches throughout the state, He aligned himself with Joseph B.
Forsker and in 1898, with the backing of the perty machine, was elscted to
the State Senate. HNow, for the first time, we are sble to see Harding, the
politician, in aotion.

Harding served in the State Senate for two terms, from 1898 to 1902,
Vhat were his constructive seccomplishments? During these four years, Harding
sponsored fifteen bills, fourteen of which had a loesl or personal slant, -
They vers put forward to get something for his town, his friends or himself,
Only once, during his term in the Senate, did he show the least sign of in-
itiative and independence, A Municipal Corporation Bill had been introduced
to restore some degree of pelf-government to the cities, end to render some
degree of self-government to the oitisens. Harding sponsored the bill, and
thereby provoked the temper of his machine, He was lmmediately called
aside and given orders to say nothing when the bill came up in the legisla~
ture for reconsideration. Harding realised his mistake, and cut himself off
from the bill, vhich eventually disd,’

6 Jhid., 50.
7 Mﬁs’ 52‘
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Buk now, the future path wes clear, Harding was Just snother party
tool. Never again would he be bothered by prickly principles, Theories of
good government, of public servics, of individual thought and counsseience,
ecould bave no part in the progress of the party, and, hence, were to be dis-
earded. He had leamed his lesson well from the ill.fated Municipal Corpora-
ticn Bill. Henors, then, began to increase, as he was chogen as fisor-lesder
He always liked people, and now popularity becsme his stock-inwtrade, as he
threw bouguets %o friead and foe alike in his verbose m»m.’ Thus far,
Harding had agoomplished nothing construchive, yet becsuse of persomal popue
larity, party connections and the chance meeting with a certain Ohlo politi~
cian<lawyer, Harry M. Daugherty, he was now destined for sven higher posi-
tions of honor,

Mark Bulliven tells the story of the first meeting between Deughertyl
and Hayding, of how Daugherty ves so impressed by the appearance, voice, cour-
temy snd manner of Harding, that he was inspived to the extraordinery refleg~
tion: "Gee, what a President he'd meke,"® While it was Mrs. Hardiog who ﬂrﬂ
regimented the activity of her husband, foreing him to expand his newspaper,
and motiveting him to his early advances in polities, and while it was the
Ohio party machine that propelled him into the office of Htate Benator, it
was the perscnal influence, driving power amd work of Harry M. Daugherty that
advanoed Herding to the higher mmgs aftm political ladder, Firss, lept and
————

8 Ibid., §5-%6.
9 Mark Sulliven, Qur Zimes, Vi, New York, 1935, 17.




13
always, Daugherty was the political manipulator, the adroit fixer. Himself a
aisappointed politician, whose only political suscesses were his elections to
the lower houss of the state legislature in 1889 and 1894, he was a man of
sgoursge, capacity, censistency and keen comprehension of the psychological
slements of his own special brand of pa:uticm'm Personally likeeble, dire¢
snd vobust, he had the strength of will to see & task %o its conclusion, no
matiter what obstacles lay in his way. "Hobody could face him down; not the
dominesring Mark Hanna, nor the powerful Boss Penrose, nor the Preaident of
the United States,"* Vhen such a man was stirested to Harding and began to
assist him in polities, the Ohio Benator's star was necessarily on the rise.
Bupported by Davgherty, in 1904 Harding was swept into the offics of Lisuten~
sut Governor of Ohio, which position he held until 1906, when he declined to
stand for re-elestion, Again, we find Harding conspiouous only by his lack
of sccemplisiment, H. F. Alderfer sums up these two years in the following
vordss “As Lieutenant Governor, Barding proved a pleasant moderator, His
duties provided him with ample time %o widen his adquaintanceship and enjoy
soclety of like-minded politicisns." fTherefore, after two terms as State
Senator, and cne term as Lieutenant Governor, Warren Harding had nothing
more positive to show than & good mmmber of politiecal friends and an example
of perfesct obedience to the coumands of his party leaders. At the completiom

10 Adams, The Iacredible Xxs, 41+
11 Ibide, 41s
12 E. Pe Adderfer, ! ool ty Politdice ¥arren Gs
o, Unpublished Mﬁaui Dissertation, wﬁgun University, 1928, 137,
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of his tera in 1906, Harding returned to Marios and to his newspaper work,
wvhere he continued by his editorials to support the Republican policies,

In 1908, we find the exmmple of Harding forssking & personal friend
for the sake of the party, Senator Foraker desired to caryy the Ohio delega~
tion for ncmination to the Presidency, and Harding, who had always been a
clope friend and follower of Foraker, and who owed a great deal of his early
guocess to the work, interest and influence of Foraker, st first gave him his
pupport, But & swing around the ¢ireult arcused in Harding's mind the wneasy
suspicion that he was in the wrong boat; and that the boat wes sinking. He
discovered that the Spate Republicsn Commities, Boss Cox and his Hsmilton
County cobhorts, had endorsed Taft for the nomination, and were opposed to
Foraker., Ia the words of Adams: "Harding emulated the proverbial end ssge-
clous rat) he got off in ime,*l3 Harding unsuccessfully sttempted to explain
his action ia the following words:

This is not a bendwegon olimbj 4t is the calm recording of the tread
in Ohio politica., The bandwsgon is full snywsy + . . Benator Foraker
is licked . + « and in political honor his followers are prisoners of
wer o .o ¥hen politiclans play e&e game of politics, they must play
ganely, regardless of the umpire.
The remarksble point of this affair ia thet Harding is the man, who, somehow,
.| achieved a great reputation for personsl and politiesl loyalty. The truth of
of the mutter is that he wes loyal %o only one thing, snd that was the

13 idams, Jagredible Exa, 69,
14 Ibide, 69
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strongest zaoligicsl factor on which he could lean for support. "According to
ferding, politics is o game of faction, of shifting, of strength, of oppor-
puisum. It has absolutely nothing to do with the social order or human
v.].faro."” In 1910, this statement to & certain extent "boomeranged" on
Harding, &8 he made an unsuccessful bid for the Governor-ship of Ohio,

Harding mistakenly thought that he could easily attain the position
of Governor, and entered his name in the contest. He carried on an extensive
speaking campalgn throughout the state, but to no avail, since the voters re-
jeoted him by 100,000 votes, He took his defeat very hard, and resolved that
he would never sgain mm for politicsl office in Ohio. Strangely encugh, he
did not blame the party machine, but turned his wrath on the voters, as he la-
mented the morning after his defeats "These things will happen as long as
every Tom, Dick and Harry have the right to vote." 0

Again, Harding returned to Marion and to his newspaper work, and
the following four years wers passed in comperative pesce and obscurity. The
only bresk cocurred in 1512 vhen he was asked by President Taft to place his
name in nominatien st the Republican convention. During the emsuing Progres-
sive Revolt of Theodore Roosevelt, Harding again followed the traditional
party lines, and made speeches atiacking Roosevelt and his independent cam-

15 Alderfer, Personality sad Polit. of Hexd., 144.
16 Adams, Incredible Era, 73.
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peign. But HaPding did mot remain long in private life, and the year 1914
serked his return to politics,

Harry M. Deugherty deserves the credit, or perhaps the blame, for
Harding’s election to the United States SBenste. Daugherty knew that in 1914
one of Ohio's seets in the Senate veuld be vacated, and hils mind was immedi.
ately absorbed vith the possibllity of Harding gaining the position. Harding
was, &% the time, on vscation in Flordda, and Daugherty wmbmkto
Oblo. He sxplained the Senatorisl situatieon to Harding, and wrged him to run,
Harding at first refused, but, finally, reluctantly gave in snd smnounced him
self e candidate, After some two weeks, Dsughsrty csme upon Hsrding snd
found him so dlscouvaged by the tiresame dravel, spesch-making end the weabh-~
or, thet Harding was determined to quit the reseesw Daugherty offered m‘ﬂw
tive ear to the mayration of his 1lis, end then gave the paternal advice: "o
out and get your shoes shined, your sault pressed; get a good mesl and teke a
1ittle rest.”>? Barding followed this advice, and soon resumed his agtive
campaign, sod with the support of Daugherty, won the elegtion to the SBsnate,

Harding's chenge of yesidence, however, from Marion to Washingtos
in no way served ss a challemge to improve on his negative record. That
Herding vas a popular Senator there is no doubt, for he was personally liked
on both sides of the Senate chamwber. His utterances were always charsoterized
by friendly compliments. He was reputed to be one of the best poker players

17 Sullivan, Qur Iimes, VI, 28,
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in Veshington, sud he and Mrs. Harding msasged to gain an envisble niche in
the soclely of the Weshington "400.* Mr. Edmrd B. Molesn, owner of the
Yorhingien Dok and the Clnoimatl Faquirer took the Hardings under his socdal
wing, and introdused them to the top soelsl set.}® But popularity does not
necessarily neke » good Senator,
Joseph M, Chapple, for some shrange yeazom, was captivated by Hard-
ing, end extolled Bim through his long snd durdensome biography end again in
nipg shorder sketch of Hevding, Conventing on Narding as Benator, Chapple
stateass
He wag soon recognized as s Senator of balameed drain snd heart, His
Judgment was sound, having in it the vision of tae statesusn, to-
gethor with the comson seuse of a trained business man, Perplexing
Judieial snd diplomatic guestions were submitted to him, and io all
sitostions his careful, mnngoim. balanged point of view clarified
the most complex situations.tS

That such was not the case will be borne ocut hy the following faots.

Mark Bulliven puts it well when he states: "Perhipe hls locks did
him & dis-service- -no one gould be as great s Jeuator as Harding looked,"20
This, in reslity, was but a polite way of stating mtmawuwamﬁq
Senate was little short of disgraceful, "No one ever heard of & Herding bill

38 Alderfer, Personslisy and Zallt. of Hexd., 172.

19 & Mitohell Chapple Ge | R Boston
1920, 60t oaeph » Jaxxen & Jaxrdiag. lae isn.

20 Bulliven, mm, YI, 28.
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pardly even & m Amendment.*®* Qut of a totel of 2692 roll-calls, Hard-
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ing failed to answer 1163, On the basis of attendance, he would have been ox{
pelled from school, for he stood seventy-eighth - . of ninety-six members. EHe
occupied no position of importance in the Senatorial debates. His 223 appeary
ances on the Bemate floor were brief, and, hence, his speeches are gives scany
space in the Congressicmal Record's roster of speeches delivered, His one
grest effort was s speech on the Versailles Treaty, vhich was ignored in the
Senate and neglected by the newspapers.®® Although a member of the Foreiga
Relations Coamittes, Harding never once made one statement concerming the
League of Nations that had not been previcusly expressed dy party members., Ia
Msy, 1919, he deliversd a speech at Oarnegie Hall, New York, and the follow-
ing oft-repeated statement found its way into Xhe Nev York Iimss: "A% the
present tine, the preservation of American astionaliiy rests with the Senate,
and I can assure you that the Semate will not £ail."? Iy was said that
Harding, despite his experisnce om the Foreign Relations Comnittes and the
wounderful apportunity he had to make use of the best sourves of imformatios,
"had 1ittle more knowledge than the average man in the street of the issues
on vhich the world's future was %0 hang.*?4

21 Ivid., VI, 29.

22 Adams, Ingredible Xrs, 96-97.

23 Ihe Nev Xork 2imss, May 19, 1919, pt.l, p.l.
24 Adsms, The Incredibie Exe, 96.
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Harding's senatorial record on other issues is equally imsignifi-
cant. His suffrage record is charscteristic. In November, 1915, he was inter}
viewved by & suffrage delegation, and he stated that he was inclined to leave
the question to his party, Two months later, he declared: "I am not sure how
1 will vote, but I think I will vote against prohibition.* Om April 28, 1918,
Harding sanounced that he had made up his mind and that he had decided %o
vote with his state, which had twice previously voted sgainst suffrage. Bub
he then addeds "I feel that many things have changed since their vote was
cast. Perhaps, I shall vote contrary to their vote,' Indeed, things had
changed, for the party leaders had learned the power behind the suffrage
‘movement, snd had reversed their staud.” "So, on June 4, 1919, along with
the gther party machinists, Herding cast his vote in favor of mt!me.'m

On the prohibition question, Harding sgain followed the lead of the
party, and supported the prohibition amendment, despite his previous publie
smmowncement o the contrary. He likewise followed his party in overriding
the President's veto of the Volstesd Xuforosment Act; he opposed prohibition,
along with the party leaders, for the District of Columbia and the Philip-
pines, and he cast his vote agsinst the Bheppard Amendment, which would ex-
tend the Reed bone-dry provision to the District of Columbia.

25 ¥ Row York, CX, June 19, 1920, 842. (The above paragraph
is a sumary of an editorial sppearing in this magesine,)

Ps * ’
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Ru-din;' » var regord follows the same party line. He voted for the
|espionsge sct, and against the exemption of religious objectors from the
ldrafts During the bitter fight in the Senate concerning the Treaty, Harding
' T._unya stood with the Lodge Reservaticnists. In February, 1917, he voted to

reise 81l neesded revenues by bond issues, rather than by taxation. He fol-
joved the lesd of the Penrose contingent and cast his ballot sgainst the
!nnm‘miahvm&wum»fatlunémmallmrproﬁta; for the
same Ieapon, he wag opposed to the LaFollette smendsent, which would put a
!gmma tax on &ll incomes of $1,000,000 and more, and he sgain voted with
the party sgeinst the measure to get added revemue from large iuheritences.>’
[These few examples are cited to make clear just how perfect & puppet Semator
[Harding was, Never once did he take the initiative; never once did he make
..ja move independent of the party.
In passing, it has been gtated that Harding gave wngqualified sup~
port to the Reservationists on the Lesgus guestion. Semuel G. Blythe, however
[mekes & categorical deniel of Harding's intention to put this country into the
Lesgue in any form vhatacever. In 1923, he wrote: "1 can state on direct

o

27 Eatiem, New York, CX, June 19, 1920, 842. (From the above it can
be seen how inconsistent was Harding., First he votes for the Prohibition
apendment, then votes sgainst the enforcement of the amendment as well as its
extension %o the District of Columbia and the Philippines. Surely it m be
voncluded that his vote was cast only et the dictate of his own perty, and

not because of any personal conviction on the Prohibition gquestion.)
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porsonal anthority that President Harding has no inteatica, ides, or plan, pry-
pent or remobe, of tryimg to put this country into the League of Raticms; he
pever has snd never will have."#® Mr, Blythe does not state who his "persona}
suthority® was, but such an asseriion is certainly contrary to the real, provs
o support Harding threv bebind the Reservationists, Harding signed the Sens.
torial Bound-Robin instigated by Lodge, and he voted for the Knox pesce resol.
utions whish would have stripped the Ppesident of powsr in the peace sebtle-
mont, Before he cast his vote with the Reservationists, he declared in the
Senate; "I do not believe, Senators, that it is going to break the hesrt of
the world to make this covemant right, or at least free from perils whish
would endsnger our ows independenes,*2? fThat he was spesking sbout adopting
the Lesgus vith the Lodge Reservations, mone did doubt., Moaths later, in his
Presidential campaign, he advooated the Party's "Assoclation of Netioms.* Such
an internationsl association was dut a quasi-gudstitute for the Leagus, The
fact that it wvas never passed in the Senate, in no way alters the csse of
Herdizg s suppord of it,

Hot only did Harding stand with the party leaders on the more im-
portant domestic ismues of the day as vell ss on all measures, but he likewisy
followed their bidding on matters of less importance. For exsmple, there is
the case of the Federal Trade Commission, which was making a lengthy investi-
gation of the meat-pscking industry, A short while before the completion of

28 Sasmiel G, Blythe, 4 Calas Review of & Qeln Man, New York, 1923,460
29 Adams, Ihe Inaredible Exs, 94-96.
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(s work, the Penross group suldenly decided to cut ite appropriation in haled
Harding immediately voiced his “yes." The Panrose group opposed the sppoint-
ment by the President of George Rublee, sn eble Progressive, to the comnls-
sions The obedient Harding followed their lead, VWhen Wilson nsmed Louls D.
Brandeis for the Supreme Court, sgain Harding stood steadfest with the 014
Guard ageinst his confimmation. %The 01d Guard was aligned against the appro-
priation of $500,000 to create an employment bureau in the Departuent of
Labor, and the lengthening of the working dey of government employees by one-
balf hour, and the labor-driving bonns and stop-wateh deviees in the Navy
yards. Again, we find Harding following their dictates.’® Dr, Alderfer sums
up Harding!s senatorisl atiitude on public issues thus:
Oomplete indifference, a desire to follow the dletates of his party,
s friendly interest in those who appear in behalf of & proposal, a
period of cautious vacillation to awsit developments, a vote with
the prevailing feetion, snd the use of that vote to appesl for supe
port from the winning group - all these are part of the method which
-~ Harding used t;la.wmk important problems concerning which he bad neo
real interest,
This portrays) of Harding ie, by mo means, unique, Willism 4,
Vhite is vamerciful in his demmclstion of V. G. Harding as United Stetes Sead
stor, He cherscterizes him ss sn ®errand boy® who was ever at the beck and

oall of sll the senators, the great snd powerful, the poor and needy. He

30 Nation, New York, X, Jume 19, 1920, 842.
31 slderfer, Personality snd Polit. of Hard., 172.
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states that 3.; Harding's senatorial record there csn be found "uo phrase that
characterizes & situstion, no illuminating comment or convincing arzmt
upon ARy mbjucm'm He is compared to & bass drum which beats thntimof
the hour tmt makes no music. "He was smart, as the word goes; had the ear of
the powerful, and banked his loyalty with Boise Pearcse, the boass of the Sen~
ste.” Bamuel H, Adsus states: "His official conduct Just does mot measure
upi®34 Prestdent Wileom, in speaking of Harding, characterized him as "the
pungalow mind,?3% The highest recommendstion Quil gok megasine eould give to

Harding as a result of his senatorial years was the following; "While his Sen.
storship has not been marked by any decidedly origimal proposals, he has had
valusble experience, particularly, as a menber of the Comnittes on Foreign
Relations,n3

Having considered, therefore, the accomplishments of Warren G. Herds
ing as Benator, his participation in the Benatorisl debates, and his complete-
iy pertissa voting on major and minor domestic issues, as well as those con~
cerned with war measures, the only rationsl conclusion that ¢an be drawn is
that, in the light of his record, he was in no way Presidentiel timber, To
be fair, however, it would be well to see if Barding possessed other quali-
fications, which might, perhaps, cancel out his udimc public record,

32 VWhite, Masks in a Pagesni, 402,
33 Ibid., 402.
34 Adens, Jngredible Ers, 89,

35 Yhompson, Presidents I've Xnows, 334.
36 Xbe Qutlgok, NWew York CXXV, June 16, 1920, 372.
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Porhaps, his personslity vas sach that this slomg would wia for him
the nomination. Undoubtedly, Harding had the ability to make fyiends, but,
certainly, the Presidert of the United Htates should be something more than &
more "hand-shaker.® In 1916, he was chosen as Chairman of the Republican Cond
vention, and as & speaker for Bughes in the Presidentisl campsign, he meade
friends.37 In the Senate, he was perscnally popular on both sides of the
floor, and mmbered Democratic Senstors John 8. Williams and Oscar Underwood
among his close friends,’® Although he never earried his home county in any
election, previous to the Presidential Eleotion in 1920, he was loeslly pop-~
ular and considered ons of the first citizens of Marion. But Charles W.
Thompson somes nearsst 3o the reason for such popularity when he states: *is
for HEarding's perscnality, I cennot reeall that snybody was ever passionstely
fond of Harding., He was merely & man vho had no ememies,"3? (Certainly, it
is not difficult to get along with & man who, like Harding, was blessed with
a rtrikingly handsome appearanscs, a natural geniality, vwho wore a perpetual
smile, and who was ever satiaflied to follow the lead of others, never making
himselfl obmoxious by any original thoughts or independent setions., That he
had a naturally pleasing oratorical voloee, is true, but he never learnsd how
to put it to good use, Of the old school of oratory, he required much time

37 Daugherty, Jarding Irsgedv, 11,
38 Aiderfer, Rersonalily snd Reldt. of Hard., 172.
39 Thompson, Lresidents
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4o sdern & simple ides by uesns of cunbersome, st times bombastic, phrases.
sgiven four minutes wherein to ssy something, Harding might well have choked
to death. On the other hand, he could use up two hours in saying practically
pothing,*? Henry L. Mencken once ssserteds "Harding's is the worst English
{ have ever encountered., . . it reminds me of & string of wet sponges,™s Sen.
ator ¥illism G. MoAdoo graphically desaribed Harding's cratorical attempts ia
the following words:
His spesches leave the impression of sn army of pompous phrases
moving over the landscape in search of an idea; sometimes these
moandering words actually ospture s straggling thought and bear
:mwm, a p%‘r in their midst, wntil 1t dies of
And Charles W. Thompson condemned mdi.ua for his achool-boy gestures, his
rolling volce, and his complete lack of sinserity.s’
As for Harding's intellectual sbility, at best it could be ramked
a8 ordinary. W. ¥, Johnmon, despite his constant eulogy of Harding's other
characteristics, admitted that *he oould not be classed among the elegant and
polished soholars."® Merely judging frca his career in the Senate would
glve one pufficient evideunce to arrive at the conclusion that the above sval-

40 Adsms, Inoredible Exa, 115.

41 Idid., 115,

42 Ibid., 116,

43 Thompson, Eresidents I've Knowm, 323.
44 Jobason, Ihe Life of Harding. 38.
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uation is & vast under-statement., Vhite stated that®™farding never wrote a
3ine $hat has been quotsd beyond the confines of his state, and has rerely
taken a position vhich hag attracted more than logal notiom"s Thompson,
vho frequently heard him spesk in the Benste, stated that his speeches gave
the impression that there was mothing stirring in his brain.® Yet, despite
such cbvicus deficiencies, Harding would be prevailed om to enter his name
in the primary csmpaign for nomination. Left to himself, he would not have
done so, for, all things mawtmdg‘ he imew himself well enough, and, as
will be msen, neither expected nor very mugh vished to be President. But
Harry M, Daugherty had plans quite to the contrary.

Ever sincs thelr first meeting, Daugherty had nurtured in his mind
the ides that Harding was the men to be President. For Daugherty, politics
wap but & gams, and he was in 1% to win the highest possible stakes. What
grester socomplishment could there be in his life then to make & President?
He had, however, a thorough, profound imovledge of Harding, amd he knew that
he would shrink from such an idea. Thersfore, he went to Harding and told
him that & rival group in Ohio was threatening the Republican state organisza-
tion, which was supposedly under the control of Harding and himgelf. Sinoe

L

45 White, Masks in & Pagesut, 339
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umagprui&mﬁnlym, the rival group, he told Harding, had desided to
gontribute thelr support to the candidacy of General Leonard Wood. Wood enw
joyed much popularity in Ohlo, and the riwval group, therefore, would be able
to elect delegates pledged to Wood. BSuch an occurrenge would automatioally
ng.w then control of the Ohio Hepubliecan Orgeniszstion, and this was even more
serious, since Harding would later in the year come up for reslection %o his
sest in the Benate. Loss of control of the organization would necessarily
meant loss of the Senate post for Harding, Therefore, Daugherty argued, our
l::st chance is to put forward a *favorite son” from Chio for the Presidential
ﬂnmmm This will enable us to gain the Ohio delegates, and, thereby,
to keep cur palitical lesdership. Daugherty stressed the faod that such &
procedure would by o meansy demand that the favorite son seek the setusl

ination, but, with the state once wuon, he could cesse campaigning. And
the logical choice oould be mone other thas Harding himself. 47 At firet,
[Barding shrank from the task, although he could see the force of Daugherty's
|srgumentation. He wns perfectly satisfied with his position in the Semate,
jand had no desive to be President, Finally, however, he agreed. Daugherty
[vas then quick to follow up with snother suggestion, To show good faith end
ain the confidence of his friends in Oblo, and as & mere matter of strategy,

ing sheuld run in a few states outside of Ohic. Harding consented,

Shough relugtantly.s?

A7 Mark Sullivan, Qur Times, VI, 32.
43 Mﬁp 33@
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paughertyts p.{m was in actunlity greater, He fully wnderstood the
difficulty General Wood faced in seouring the nomination. The country fresh
from & war in Burope, would naturslly distrust e military men in the White
House, "There's not enough money in the world to buy the vomination for a
aan vho wears epaulets in 1920," he later told Harding as he divulged his
full plan.4? I¢ was argued that Frask 0, Lowden was personslly popular sad
would gawner s great mmber of votes, but he married into the railroads. By
himself, he'll never win. Ais for Joknswm: he could never obisin the nomina-
tion because of his treatment of Hughes in Califormia im 1916. The Republi-
cans will never forgive him. Therefore, the conventicn will be deadlocked,
and then vill oome Harding's chance,’? By such srgumentation and kees politi-
gal foresight, Daugherty persuaded Harding to enter the race,

It is interesting to note that early in the summer of 1919, Boise
Penrose summoned Harding to his office, and asked him if he would like %o be
Prosident. Harding cbjeoted, stating that he had no money and had troubles
snough back in Ohlio. Penrose assured him that he himself would take care of
the expenses, a8 well as any difficulties in Ohlo. From them on, Penrose be-
gan to sulogise Harding, watil the Ohio Benator msde a speech before the Man-
ufacturers' Association in Philadelphia, Penrose immediately loat interest
in Harding as & possible candidate, remarking: *Harding isn*{ as big & man

49 Deugherty, Barding Xregedv, 17.

50 Ibid., 17-18, |
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a5 I thought he was, He should have talked more ebout the tariff, end not o
wuch about playing oymbels in the Marion brass band;”‘ﬁ

¥rs, Herding, who had & solldly realistic kmowledge and apprecia-
tion of her husbandts qualifications and potentialities, felt that he had al-
ready gone fax beyond his capebilities, and was in no way enthusiastic over
the proposed plan for the Presidengy. 5he was completely satisfied with her
socliel stetus in Washington, and had no wish to surrender it besause of the
vague possibility of gulming the Presidenay, "ind besides,® she said to
Deugherty, "I've a preseniiment agalnst this thing, Don't ask him to run.* %
After an exsmineilen of the politicsl background, personality snd talents
of Harding, there is no doubt tuat her presemtiment was well-founded., Her
husband vas & man of little talent, He had a poor record in the Ghio Btate
8enate, in the offise of Liecutemant Goversor, and sgain in Vashingion as
United Byates Senstor. The story of how such a candidate succeeded in winn-
ing the nomination will be the subject of the following chapters,

51 William Allem White, A Furitan in Babylen, ¥ew York, 1940, 204
52 Dewgherty, Harding Tragedv, 15-16s




THE PRE-CONVENTION CAMPAIGN

It wvas deemed necessary to devote sonsidersble space 1o the polit-
ical background of Warren Harding becmuss vithout some kmowledge of his pre-
vious political fortunes, subsequent manipulations snd manosuvres of the
politicians behind the soenes, as well as the other factors surrounding his
nomination, canmnot be placed in their proper perspective, This chapter will
deal with the primary campaign, and will discuss the relative strength of
the various candidates befors the Republicen Natiomsl Convention. The infiwe
ence of the money scandals on the nomination of Harding will follow, and,
finally, a survey of the pre-convention foreoshts will f1l1l out the politi-
cal pioture. '

Genersl Leonard Yood was one of the most distinguished Americans
of the time. His natural talents, strong charsgter and wide experience o
quipped him for the role of & leader at that time vhen America badly needed
leadership, He had entered the Avmy es & medical officer in the 80's, and
during the Spanigh-American War had served as Colomnel above Theodore Roose-
velt and the Rowgh Riders.l At the conclusion of the war with Spain, he had

i N

1 Hermsnn Hogedorn, Leonard Wood, I, New York, 1931, 160-183
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ssterial prosperity when he espoused the daughter of Gsorge Pullman, ons of
the richest men of his day. For many years Lowden had been an ardent member
of the Republicen National Committes, and as Govermor of Illingis he had
proved himself to be & mp@bla and popular executive. When he took the Goverd
nor's office, he was faced with multifold unpaid bills, end only $500 in the
treasury. Four years later, the Btete was completely free from debt, and
Illinols boasted of seversl million dollars in her treasury,® He had served
with distinetion in Congress from 1906 to 1911, A keen intellect, an upright|
character, and & charming personality wen him an enthusiastic following st
home, With such an enviable record, it is easy to conclude that he was one
of the best of the type from which the United States had been acoustoned to
chooss its Presidents. Moreover, "1t was a period that needsd a business
adainistration in Washington to straighten out the aftersath of the World
Var."® It vas certainly afident from his record in Illinois that Governer
Lowden oould supply the need., Comsequently, thatbommpmtobﬁaw
powerful candidate, none did doubt,

Third in importance and strength was Californists two-term Governor,
Hirem Jolnson, a man vho first caught the public sye as & criminal prosecutor
in Ssn FPrancisco, In 1912 he had mum as the Vice-Presidential candidate on
the ill-fated Roosevelt Bull Moose ticket, and from 1917 he served in the

4 Nerman Heary Kohlsast, From MeKinlev to Herding, Mew York,
1923, 226,

5 1Ibid., 227,
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United Staten “Semta. ke senstor, he favored governmentasl control, voiced
redical views om Lebor, and showed little understanding of international pro-
plems. On the Lesgue question, he wes & bitter "Irreconcilable,” and deliv-
ered foreeful, mercastic speeches in the Senate against Wilson, His orator-
ical skill and his strong, virile perscnality won him great popularity among
the msea;‘ Although Jolmson gained some support from the more progressive
part of Roogevelt's followers, hie sesocletion with Roosevelt, and his ex~
cossively liberal ideas deprived him of suy real chence for nomination.’

Pourth among the cendidates wae Herberi Clarke Hoover, whose lax
party spirit, and unpopularity emong politicians, gave him only an outside
chance for the nominution. He enjoyed, however, wide popularity because of
his humsaitarian work in Belgium and his unselfish and ekillful handling of
the National Pood Adndinistration project. Nuaercus former assoeciates,
though seattered throughout the mation, formed s spontanecus, inspirational
organization to rally support for Hoover;e Under J+ F. Jucy, the Hoover
Hationa) Republicen Club was organimed. Campaign fumds were raised and head-
quarters were esitablisghed in the Vanderbilt Hotel in New York City. Hoover,
hovaver, refused to take any sctive part in the primeries, and his chances

for nominstion bhecane even more am,"

6 “The Outlgok, New York, CXXIV, April 21, 1920, 696-698,

7 OQscar G, Villard, *Hiram W. Johmnscn," 5, 1920,
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8 Adams, The Ingredible Era, 134
9 Alderfer, Rexsonality sad Reliy. of
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m;y Daugherty, meanvhile, had been expending endless energy o
get the political ball rolling for Harding. In Deecember, 1919, the Republi-
can National Commitiee met in Washington, where Daugherty personslly secured
rooms at the Willard Hotel for fifty Republicans from Ohio. These men were
then delegated by Daugherty to contagt the members of the National Committes
and sound them out on their attitude toward Harding, Then, Daugherty him-
self spoke with each individual member of the Committee. He firvet asked each
one to support Harding as first choice; if he was met vith a refusal, he
then requested every meaber to sgres on Herding for sesoud or third eholce,10
The seed had been planted. Daugherty then busied himself with arrangements
for establishing headquarters in Columbus, Washington, New York City and In-
dianapolis. He informed Harding that he would attempt to raise money inm
Ohio end St. Louis, and likewise, through his friend, Ringling, who was &
business partner of the notorious Jake Hamon of Oklshoma,>l Thus, with five
major candidates for the nomination, the sotive campaign got under way,

Speakirg tours were mapped out for the candidates; advertising by
means of handbills, bill-boards, ciroulars, personal telegrams, buttons and
newspaper coversge was arranged by the mansgers; and the usual women's
societies, young peoplets associations, businessmen's lesgues, and college
clubs were organised. Wood excelled in organisationy Johnson emphasised

10 Ibid., 16,
11 Dswgherty, Haxding Ixsgedy, 26.
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porsonsl tours; the other three candidates limited their activities to cer-
tain stetes and depended upem thelr standing with the party organisation to
develeop ttmﬁh.m

General Vood's campaign was by fer the most active and extensive.
He toured the majority of states whieh had preferentisl primaries, entering
sven into stetes which had favorite sons in the rage. He made no effort %o
compromise himself by paying obsisance to the timesjonored political ameni-
ties, sad for this reason he found opposition from the regular party mashine
in almost every state.l? At firet, his campaign had been umder the manage-
ment of John T, King, an orthodox plesner, who was opposed to Woodfs attempt
to secure a hrsa nwsber of instructed delegates. The mansger felt such sc-
tion would needlessly arcuse the antagonimm of state leaders sud the favorite
son candidates. His plan, rather, was to strive to win as many second and
third place vobtes as possible, and then through negotiations with the Party
Elders after the first few ballots, to sving to Wood the votes of the favor-
ite son candidates, General Wood, however, with all his vitality and desirs
- for open-handed methods, was diametrisally opposed to King's plan. 8hortly,
Wood changed campaign managers by appointing the inexperienced but financi«
ally powerful William C. Proctor of Cincimnati. The result wes & milliion
dollar pre-convention cempelign, which brought Wood to the people, but at the

e
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game time eventually cost him the nomination.l® "Proctor built wp an orgen-
ygation with bremgéhes im two~thirds of the states, and he gave lavishly of
nis own wealth to an enterprise which he regarded as a patriotic tmica.?’l’

Wood's platform was general and oftentimes vague, but by his min.
cerity and blunt masnner «f speech he met with instant success and won a
jarge following. He advocated ald to. the farmer, an increass in pay for
teachers, encouragement to big business as long ag it was American, wilver-
sal military training, en inoreass of the army to betweenm 200,000 and 250,000
snd a restricticn on iuiarati.ca.l& Further, his program called for law and
order, sad reduction of living costs by eliminating the middleman and private
speculators. He offered no selidly conerete methods; and the New Republis
opined that Wood's mind cantained ®not a single guids to action; 1t begs
every question it touches.” ' Nevertheless, he mads a tremendous impression
on the American people and his chances brightened.

Lowdents campalgn was under the management of Louis J. Eumerson.
!hiafawrimiohatmhaiamowmmmkamoxwmdaum
disposal to swing the votes of numercus doubtful delegates, while he re-

14 Rocco Michael Pacne, Ihe Presidential Elestiop of 1320, Unpub-
lished Doctoral Disgertation, Gw;gqtem University, 1950, 14%% ’

15 Hegedorn, Lequaxd Need, XI, 339.

16 Paone, Pres. Eleeticn of 1920, 153.
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gtricted his c:mpaignw to the mid-western states, whers he hoped to build
ap & poverful following of instructed delegates., Like Wood, Lowden commanded
s large personal following; unlike Wood, he was, &% the begimning of his canw
paign, highly regarded by the Republicsn leaders. KHis platform called for
practical sgricultural reforms, support of the prohibition amendment, and
slignment with the Reservationists on the League issue. His prestige in-
greased as his campaign reached the people.

Hirkn Johneon found no party support outside of California, and had
uo real urg;nimﬁm. He leunched into the campugn,’ hovever, relying om
his personal magnetism, his gmi oratorical skill, and the outstending tal-
ents of Senator Borsh of Ideho, He etood stoutly against the League as well
as against the Reservationists, and determined to bring the issue to the
| people by a series of speeches aoross the nation. Johnson's opposition to
Genersl Wood was menifest. He stumped the same states as Wood, and thereby
attempted to wesken Wood's delegatiom strength at the Convention.

Hoover, on the other hand, preferred to stay in the background and
to hope for s popular stampede to his standard at the Convention. He spoke
only in California, but that state was already lost to Johnson,

Harding was a diregt antithesis to Johnson, Wood and Lowden., He
was the leest active of these major candidates, although he did tour Kansas,
Indiana and Chio. He styled himself ss & strong reservationist, but often
made no mention of the League in his spesshes., Actually, he offered mo con~
structive progrem on lmportant issues, including that of the League. A
tourse, which was ocalouwlated 4o create no enemies, a¢tually won him few
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grimdﬁm Da;zherty vas & conitrasting pleture of setivity. He segured ul
1ist of all the possible delegates end sent them Rarding campaign literature.
fie himself got uwp a blographical pswphlet of Harding, which, Daugherty
claimed, was "well written, beautifully printed and illustrated. w19 He
planned to have Harding enter the primariesg of Ohio, Indiana and Montana,
ptating that he would not be able to raise the funds for cmmpaigns in other
states.® He boasbed that through his plamning, three-fourths of the 984
delegetos were persenally approached in behalf of wmiing.m' Davgherty him.
gelf eventually megotimted with Jake Hamon of Oklshoms, controller of over
Pifey delegates, and wen from him the promise thet if Lowden could not be
soninated, and if Harding wes them found to have a real chance, Hamon would
then throw his support to Enrﬂing,zz Perhaps this was the motiveting resson
for Daugherty's most remarkable predistion about the "saoke-filled room®
which sppearsd in the press in late February.??

Michigsn, Illinois, Ohio snd Indisne wers the most pignificant pri.
maries. Ohio and Iliinois were pivotal states, and both had favorite sons.
Michigan had joined the Bull Moose movement of Roosevelt in 1912, and both

G
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yood and Johnson claimed the support of the Roosevelt followers, The Indi-
ans primry listed the names of the four major candidates, and was caloul-
ated to test their comparative strength.

The Michigan primary was held on April 6. Johnson's sweeping vic-
tory over Wood by a plurality of 43,000 votes convinged him that his position
on the League was the right cne and that this was the main reason for his
vietory. Jhe Navw Iazk Zimes stated that Johnson's victory was indeed curi.
ous, and something that few of his supporters had expected, Searching for
the reason, the Iimes concluded that the weather had prevented numerous Wood
supporters in rural areas from reaching the polli.‘u

The Illinois primary was the oceasion of prolonged speculation. rh»ﬂ
Lowden, Wood and Johnson trio met in bitter opposition at the polls. Though
Lowden had condueted a vigorous campaign in his own state, nevertheleas he
feared that opposition from Mayor Thompson, of Chleago, would hurt him in
the primary. The point of difference between Lowden and the Chigago Mayor
wap Lowden's stand in favor of prohibition. The inhabitants of Chicago, the
Irish especially, were definitely "wet," Thompson, however, had declared
that despite his strong oppoaition to Lowden, he would not interfere in the
campaignj his lieutenants, nonetheless, campaigned widely in behalf of John~
son, The outcome of the vote was disappointing to Lowden who received
236,802 to 156,719 for Wood, and 64,201 for Johnson. Lowden, however, re-
ceived forty-three of the fifty~eight delegates, and hoped to win fourteen

24 New York Iimes, Adpril 7, 1920, pt. 1, p. 9. (General Wood was
especially strong in the country districts of the state.)
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of the remaining delegates who were uninstrusted. Commenting on the wnex-
pected showing of Wood and Johmson, the New York Times stated that Lowdents
ghowing despite concemtrated opposition was far short of what it should have
been for & favorite son in his own stete, Wood actually carried Cock County,
garnering 97,679 votes to Lowden's 78,344, vhile Johnson secomplished the ve-
markable feat of winning 40,000 votes in Chieago.®> WVood and Johnson were
winning wide acclaim foy thelr showing in Michigan and Illinols, vheyeas
Governor Lowden, though still high in public estesm, was now holding & rathe
er poor third position. |

The eyes of the naticn were turmed on Chio as the primery fn that
state approached at the end of April. Anxiety was evident in the Herding
samp, for Wood had invaded the state and was seriously threatening to capture
some of the delegates from the favorite son. This was foresesn by the New
Xork Ximes, which predicted s preferential vots for Harding, with Wood obtain<
ing from six to ten delegates.®® The final results of tae election verified
this prediction to the letter. Although Harding managed to carry the stete,
he aetually received less then f£ifty pereent of ths votes cast. Wood ran sn
extremely close second to Harding, capturing 108,565 votes to 123,257 tadu~
lated for Harding; Johnson was & poor third, with Aégm.m Senator Harding
carried Cinocinnati, Toledo, Dayton, but failure to win the important cities

25 Now York Zimes, April 15, 1920, pt. 1, p. 11,
26 R Xoxk Zimes, April 26, 1920, pt. 1, p. 9.
27 Jev Xoxk Ximes, Aprid 27, 1920, pt. 1, p. 1.
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of Cloveland, Colusbus and Youngatown oould be lnterpreted as & semi-defeat.
fle vas to reseive thirty-mine delegates at the Convention, as compared to
wood's nine, but a "split delegation at home was an inauspiclous start, in-
gnd.'m His campaign-mensger, Daugherty, running for delegate-at-large, was
defoated by & Wood man. Despite a relatively poor showing in his own state,
Harding, declared Daugherty, had won ‘a remarkable vicwxw.m The Marion Biar
hailed the result as ®highly gratifying,” a comment, as pointed out by the
Jov Jaxk Iimes, vwhich had beea missing from the other newspapers of the state,
iacluding thoss vhieh had supported Harding.™® Hardingts showing was judged
far vorse then Lowden's in the meighboring State of Illimois, for Lowden had
s far grester plurality than Harding, and also would gain delegates from
other staten, especially Iows, Kentucky, South Dakota and Missouri, Suoch was
not the cass with Harding. The Chicege Journsl admitted that his plurality
vas 20 emall that it might well eliminate him from publie 1ife altogetner,3
vhile the JNew Xork Times declared that he was an lmpossible candidate and was
actually eliminated from the race. It suggested that he withdrew peacefully
beforehand,

I% Le significant that Wood, despite his fine showing in the Ohio

28 Adens, Incredtble Era, 125.

29 Nev York Timss, April 29, 1920, pte 1, pe 3.

30 Now York Times, April 30, 1920, pt. 1, p. 10.
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orimary, ves ssversly admonished for inewrring he wrath of the supporters of
the favorite sons, and therefore could scarcely hope for thelir neceasary sec-
ond and third place votes,> This, of course, meant that Wood would have to
carry the convention on the first few ballots, or else go down to certain de-
feat. That he realised this is evideni from his remewed activity ia the pri-
pary states in May, as he attempted to win as many pledged delegates as pos-
|1b1¢¢%

The Mentana primary followsd close upon Ohie's, and Harding was
given a derisory vote of 723 out of a todal of mors than 40,000, Jobrson re-
coived 21,034, Wood 6,804, and Lowden 6,503. Harding's press slumped, and he
was t1l but counted cut of the race.’’

The results in the meighboring state of Indians, from a practical
point of view, tolled the death of Harding's campaign. He had entered that
state with the hope of splitting the vote, so that meither Wood nor say other
rival could win a majority. Under Indiana law, this would mean an wnpledged
delegation. Then, Harding hoped that Harry 8. New, his senatorisl friend,
would be sble to use his local influence %o good purpose,3é But the results
were disastrous. Wood received 85,708 votes, Johnson 79,840, Lowden 39,627,

33 Peone, 1920 Presidential Elestion, 185-186,
34 . Ibid., 186,

35 Adaws, Jaoredible Era, 126.
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and Harding s meagre 20,782.° The story is told that the Hardings were st
the home of Senator New in Indianspolis on the might of the elestion, Ae the
retwrns came in, it became painfully evident that Harding would not receive
s single delegate, B8Beveral of Harding!s close political friends present sd-
vised him %0 give up the contest snd stend for re-election to the Senate, The
gompletely discouraged Harding wemt to the telephone and put through a call
40 his Ohio hesdquarters to smnounce his decision of retiring from the race.
¥rs., Harding quiokly orossed the room, snatehed the telephone from his hand
and placed it back on the hook, He owed it to his friends in Ohio to con~
timue in the rase, she argwed.’® The Now York Tiuss sommented:"Harding's
boom, mever more than & menecuvre, seems oxpladad."” But Haxding's managers
were not downhearted. Wood had received ten pledged delegates, Johnason four,
vhich left sixteen unpledged, Harding's mansgers now put their feith in
Benator New to swing the sixteen remsining unpledged delegates to the cause
of Harding, 40

Nevertheless, at the conclusion of the Ohic, Montana and Indisna
primeries, Harding scomed definitely eliminated from the race. “The candi-
ﬂuq of Benator ¥, G, Haxrding was hardly tsken sericusly . . « He had run
wninpressively in the primsries, and only the prodding of his wife and . . .

37
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griends kept hn from elosing his hesdquarters in Chicago,"*! Vood and John-
gon locmed as the popular favorites, Genersl Wood had won an sxtremely close
and bitterly fought race in New Jersey, defeating Johmson by 1300 mt«,“z and
he had also been victorious im West Virginia, South Dakots, and mrfland, in
vhich 1ast state his vote outmumbered Johnson's by two-to-one.®” In Nebrasks,
on the other hand, Johnson had overscome Wood by 21,000 votes. Govermor Low-
den, however, still commsnded much respeot and was considered the best possi-
bility in case of a deadlock between Johnson and Wood., This was the pleture
as the fourth week of May began. Suddenly, the entire picture changed in
somplexion,

The investigation of the campaign expenditures was a cheap though
powerful politicel move to kill the chances of General Wood for the nomina~
tion. On May 20, Semator Borsh, a staunch backer of Johnson's campaign, made
sn elogquent speech in the Senmate demanding an immediate investigation by a
Seuatorial Committes of the vast expenditure of money in the primary cam-
pticnm.‘“ Barry Daugherty attributes to himself the dubious credit of mug-
gosting this plan to Borah. 4% Adams, however, gives eredit for it to
Charles M. Lincolm, managing editor of the Jow York World, Lineoln is said to

41 Thomss A. Balley, Ngodrow ¥ilmen and ihe Qreat Rekraval, New
York, 1945, 303.
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pave gotten the idea from one of his reporters, Louis Seibold, who then un~
dertook a private investigation and received a list of the contributors to
the Wood campalgn from Johm T, King, deposed manager of the Wood forces,4®
Be that ap 1t may, the Senate, without any debate, resolved to direct the
Committee on Privileges and Elections to canduct an inguiry inte the pre-con-
vention expenditures. On the followlag day, a sub-committee was appointed
wder the direction of Semator Keayon of Iowa.®’ "The ease with vhich the
resolution pasesed t.he Senate lndicetes that the Republican senstors wers
not adverse to the investigeations, They believed that such a step would
impeir the chances of wm."" As & matier of faect, the Kenyon Committee's
findings not only impsired the chances of Wood, but slmost ruined Lowden's
hopes for victory, |

gtartling facts were Quicm brought to light. On May 27, the news
reached the nation that the Wood fund wes near $1,000,000, and that Proctor
bad lent Wood $300,000, $77,000 of vhich had been spent in Ohio.4? oOn June
3, VWood himself was personally implicated by the testimomy of Charles He
Dusll, a New York lawyer, who testified that Wood wae present at the meeting
vhere plans were formulated to raise $500,000, and again at a second meeting

46 Adams, Ingredible Era, 127-128,

47 Jsw York Times, May 21, 1920, pt. 1, p. 1.
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vo raise $1,000,000,% The following day it was amnounced that the Wood fund
vas nov wp to $1,252,919.5% The Jow Jork Times tried to calm the rising up-
your by sn anslysis of the generous mobives of Proctor, explsining that he be-
| 11eved 1% his patriotie duty to comtribute liberslly to the campaign of a man
m he considered the best qualified for the position of President of the
Pganited Btates., "Mr. Proctor belongs to that type of campaign manager that
has move then once satersd genercusly snd sineerely into politicel campsigns
caly to injure instead of benefitting.*>* But the Kemyom Committes had scored
a body blow on Wood and it was not to be easily ehakem off,

¥ar beyond the expectations of Senators Borah and Johnson, the Come
mnittes wnearthed some facts about Governor Lowden's ceampaign vhich, preoti~
oslly spesking, eliminated him from the race., His campaign fund amounted to
$414,000, but it was discovered that Lowden himself had perscnally contribu-
ted am,em.” This in itself was a startling revelation, but even more ine
Jurious was the discovery that Lowden had spent §38,000 in Missouri, a non-
primary state, and thet his msnager, Louis L. Emmerson, had handed §5,000 to
tvo delegates from 84, Mn for the purpose of stimulating Lowden sentiment.
The fact that the two reciplents, Nathansel Goldstein and Bobert E. Moore,

vore delegates threw the spotlight of bribery on the indident.’® Although

50 New Joxk Zimes, Jwne &, 1920, pt. 1, p. 1.
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governor Lowden claimed he knew nothing sbout the imcident, and averred that
he would not accept their votes, his cause had suffered grave 1&3\&7;” Borsh
and Johason, by their astute political x;mn, had done irreparable ham to two
of the leading candidates.

The totsl findings of the Commititee showed the following campaign
expenditures: Vood: $1,773,303; Lowden: $414,000; Johuson: $194,000; Hoover:
$173,000; Harding: 1113,006.56 By comparison, the campaign costs of Johnson
and Harding were insignificant. The investigations were of tremendous help
to the faltering Harding, "whose qualifications for the Presidency appesred
so dublous that no one had cared to contributes substantially to his cam~-
paign.">7 Daugherty was quick to seise upon his opportunity. It was no
secret that the Harding workers were sending out numercus telegrams and tele- ,
phone calls to the Bossess and Delegates from other states, saying:

Harding is not tainted by the traffic in delegates, his expenditures

have been modest and entirely within the law., We believe that the

10 the only candidate tbab can be elected, S8 o T nomiarted
Vhat influence these telegrams had it is impossible to estimate. Certainly
it wvas evident that if seoond pleae votes should be necegsary for the nomina-
tion, Harding, despite a relatively poor showing in the primaries and an un-
impressive record in the Senate, now stood in a far more favorable light

%5 Chicega Daily Journal, June 3, 1920, pt. 1, ps 1.
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with the dolu;atu than either Lowden or Wood. For these last-named candi-
dstes, if nominated, would carry into the Presidential Campaign taints of
the monsy investigationa,
It would be a grave mistaks to underestimate the lmportance of the
EKenyon Investigations in the Convention. The Chicago Tribune attempted to
explain the gifts of Proctor as inspired by patriotic mtiuﬁon,” and the
New York Times declared:
Fair minded men will not forget that this investigation at Washing-~
ton was inspired by no large patriotic motives, by no aversion to

fat campaign funds, gat sisply end solely to injure General Wood
and Governor Lowden,

Neovertheless, the individual delegates knew only %oo well that the average
voter was often far from "fair-minded,* and that & oandidate, tainted by
*corruption,” might prove a severs handicap for the Party. The Literary
Digest gave a survey of national opinions that indicated the widespread in-
fluence of the Kenyon findings:

The blg thing brought to light. . soynically remarks ths Columbus
vatgl 1s that "polities is not a poor mants game, . + «* And
ﬁm Pitubmg Sun agrees that "if republican institutions are to
endure, precautions must be taken against the possibility of
money becoming the desiding faotor.®, . » "The moral sense of the
people is simply outraged. . ." thinks the Houston Posk. « + o
8uch an expenditure. . . is denounced by the Syrscuse Hersld as
"morally indefensible.", . , "Are contributions to the campaign
funds of Presidential candidates to be regarded es gifts, as spec-
wlation or as investaent,” pointedly inquires the Xoﬂﬁw-
o8

Adsn-Pilot. And the Philadelphia Wm&mm that,
"even rich men do nol give gobs of money away gar nothing; camw
paign money is ususlly bread upon the waters."5l

59 SGhicsge Ixibune, Mey 28, 1920, pt. 1, p. 11,

- 60 mmm. Msy 28, 1920, pt. 1, p. 9
A 24ty How York, LIV, June 19, 1520, 20




49

fhis sdverse publicity could scarcely be ignored, though other questions soon
preoccupied the mind of the mation. Could General Wood capture enough dele-
gates to insure his early nomination? Was he of such cutstanding ecalibre
that the Republican leaders would be gompelled to mske him their choice? Was
Governor Lowdents political and administrative record strong enough to enable
him to win the confidence of the voters, despite the campaign scandals? Were
the Republican Sematorial leaders so powerful and confident of vietory in
November that they could put wp a weak but untainted candidate? Would Hiram
Johnson command enough delegated strength to gain the nomination, desplte the
opposition of Wood, Lowden and the party chiefteins to his liberal, progress-
ive views? As the coavention approached, the fomuu were many and varied.

During the first wesk in June, as the Republican delegates poured
inte Chicago, gigantic headlines met their eyes: ®Lowden, Wood, and Johnson
claim victory; Harding and Hoover still hophw.”& The Qutlook declared:
"The Republiocan Party needs to nominate a man who hes a genius for organiza-

tion, and vhose redord, experience anmi practice justify confidence in his
cepacity 4o set the country on ite feet.*®> Wno would this be? The Ghicago
Jxibung named Johanson, Lowden, Wood and Hoover as the outstanding candidates
and added: "All the candidates are so good that even the womem are per-
plexed."®* In the Literary Digess pell, Wood led with 277,468 votes; John-
son was second with 263,087; Hoover was third with 240,468, and Lowden a
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poor fourth with 120,391, Harding was far down with & meagre 36,795 votes to
nis oredit,%% Dr. Alderfer points out that it is significant that the three
men, ¥ho had overvhelming leads in this poll, were candidates in opposition
%o the Republican organisation.®® Ihs New Zork Tribune remarked that the
pre-convention campaign could be reduced to the simple terms of "inything to
beat Wood + « +» The opposition has significantly degenerated intc & mere
negation.®®” That tuis would also be the story of the convention was implisd
by Ihs Je¥ Xork Zimag, vhen it stated: *The supporters of the other leading
candidates . . «» are willing to bury their differences to prevent Wood from
carrying off the prin..'es The ¥ood managers, however, were emineantly con~
fident, and predicted that Wood would win 350 votes by the third ballet,
vhich would be some 130 votes short of s majority.®d The New York Times
vent & step further and predicted that "Wood would poll 400 votes on the
third bailot, amd that his chief competitor, Johnson, wes virtuslly eliminsa-
m.*'” The seasoned Republican convention vetsrans, however, did not ex~
pect the delegates o name either Gemeral Wood or S8emator Johnson. They felt
that the General was in & well-nigh impossible position, aligned sgainst a
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volume of oppamftion and tharefore was slated for an early elimination,’d
Nevertheless, arriving delegates continued to make personal calls om Wood,
and by June 9th he seemed to be their favorite.’* Ths Kew Iaxk Iimas nov
poiated out that the Old Guard leaders, who but forty~eight hours before were
confident of victery, felt that General Wood was far more formidable than they
had anticipated, and they now feared.an early nondnation,

The forecast for Lowden was not heartening. ZIhe Hew Iark m de-
clared: "Governor Lowden appsars on the surfade to be in the rmmg, but few,
vho are disinterested, are inciined to put much faith in his claius.*’é Then,
to make his chances ever more slim; and to throw fear into the Wood mmmrt
Senstor Borah threatened to bolt the party if either Lowden or Wood should be
victorious, He stated: “If either Wood or Lowden 1s nominated, the issus be
fore the American people will not be the platform of the perty; it will be
the issue of corruption of the c‘lnmrwmﬂs Even the mers mention of &
party split, Borah new would ceuse panic smong the most staunoh Republicans,
vho remembered all too well the disastrous third party in the 1912 electlion.
That this was another political manceuvre on the part of Borah snd Johnson
to kill off the two leading candidates is evideat, ®
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Hirem Johnson was given a tremsndous ovation and wide press-cover-
age on his arrival in Chicago. He immediately deglared that there would be
"n0 pussyfooting on the League question,"’’ fThe Log Angeles Times and the
Mov Jork Moxld had been looking for such vehement statements from Johnson and
Borah in their hope for a third party ap a result of s Johnson-Borah beolt
from the party, This, they forlomrly, hoped, would bring the nomination to

Hoover. 8

For the most part, the forecasts for Harding psinted a dismal plc~-
ture of his chances., The Quilogk stated that despite the fact that Semator
Harding is more acceptable to organized lesders than any other candidate,

"he 18 now probebly out of the rumning because of his poor showing in his own

State of Ohio."w The New York Iimep declsred that Harding "according to

the general view, is already out of the race ., . . nobody is talking Harding
in chiaagm"m The Hation erronecusly concluded:

As for Barding, he was Winthrop Murray Crene's first choice in 1916,
and vhile Uncle Murrsy still pretty nearly rune the Republigsn Par-
4y, his endorsemsnt curiously encugh is a well-migh fatal handicap.
Another disqualification is thet Harding was the "keynoter® at the
last convention. Many of the 1916 delegates will sit again st Chi~
cego, and those who heard him then will not vote for him now.
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the Chicage Qg‘m Jouma), however, was far nearer the truth, when it stated
that Senator Harding ia still very much in the rece. "He was Semator Pen-
rosets first love, and is one of Penrose!s kind. The 01d Guard would not be
adverse to Eardingu”aa

Just before the convention sssembled, there was gé«t speculation
sbout "dark horses" and second-choice candidates. The headlines of the Chi-
gsgo Zritune read; "Dark Horses prancing as Lowden gm,*” Governoxr Will-
jan C, Bproul of Pennsylvania had previously been given little consideration
because he was from the rock-ribbed G O P State of Pennaylvania, But, now,
Zhe Hew York 1imes olaimed thet Sproul looms up as the chief contender with
¥ood, and that Penrose would beck him to the 1imit,>®* Also from Pemnsylvania
was Benstor Philander Emox, who had served with distinetion in the Senate and
4he Cabinet: Despite his advanced age, he too vas receiving consideration
in the pre-convention far«msﬁua Nation commented on seversl possible
tdark horgse" candidates. It observed that Nicholss M. Butler, being & uni-
voypity president wae disqualified for the race. Governor Coolidge's
recordy it claimed, was too vulnerable to stand serutiny. Ae for Lowden
and Harding, they also ought to be considered as ®dark horses:” "both are

S
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ponorable and ﬁuithﬁr would be agr«nblm"% As for Governor Sprouls the Na~-
slon folt that his chances were nil. "To the country at large, Sproul is
uobodvo"w

Therefore, as the delegates arrived at Chicago, they were as uncer
tain of the outcome as wss the nation at large., A recapitulation of primary
findings showed that Wood and Johmnson enjoysd & large popular following,
wvhile Lowden hed failed to do as well as expected, though his record as Gov-
ernor remained unimpesched, The senatorial exposures of the Kenyon Committee
had caused great hard feeling among the candidates, and tamished not & lit-
tle the pre-comventlion campaigns of Wood and Lowden. Senator Harding had 1it~
tle or mothing to offer other than & personsl popularity and san atiragtive
philosophy, as Stephan Lorsat miat' out: "Harding's philosophy was nestly
sumned up in a statement which he made & fev weeks before his nominations
timericals present mesd is not heroics but healing; not mostrums but normsloy;
not revolution but restoration.'"SS The story of the namimation of the ad~
vocate of this philosophy will be unfolded im the following chapter.

8 JNation, New York, CX, June 5, 1920, 754. (The reason for the
observetion concerning Nichoiss Butler was that Woodrow Wilson had been s
college president and was now in the bad graces of the people. Therefore,
Jation argued that Mr, Butler's chances of being nominated were slim,)

87 HNaticn, Wew York, CX, June 5, 1920, 754.
88 Stephan Lovent, The Presidensy, New York, 1951, 544.




CHAPTER IV
THE REPUBLICAN CONVENTION - 1920

I% was the first week of June, 1920, and the city of Chicago was
overflowing with delegates and party .supporters. The hotels were filled; the
streets were crowded. There was an atmosphere of joyful confidence. This
was 2 Republican yeari F~Bands pleyed; men, women and children marched and
sangs '0h, Wilson went over the Ocean, !+ Scalpers were receiving $50 for
convention seats, and were boldly selling their tickets immediately in front
of the gigantic Coliseum, the location for the convention.? One could not
move without bumping into a politiclan, for they were everywhere. ind “ev-
sryone had s different forecest, and everyone sesmed to fear a deal,"’

~ In all, there were 934 delegates, and each mmst vote individually.
Each state was represented by four delegates-at-large, and by two delegates
for each representative in Congress. If, hovever, any individual distriet
had éast less than 7500 Republican votes in the preceding Congressional Elsc-
tion, then, that district was represented by only one delegate.* Votes

1 Paocne, Presid. Elestion of 1920, 209-210.

2 JNeow York Iribune, June 9, 1920, Pts 1, Do 1.

3 Alice Rooseveld Longworth, Crowded Hours, New York, 1933, 3ll.
4 The gutlegk, Wew York, CXXV, June 9, 1920, 245-6,
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pledged to the Jeading candidstes totaled 348, with Wood having 128, Johnson
112, Lowden seventy-two, and Harding thirty-mine.’ With 130 votes pledged
40 the favorite-son candidates, 506 were unpledged. The experts speculated
that Wood was likely to garner 350 votes on the first ballot, Lowden 241,
Jolmson 123, and Harding eighty-seven, Since a simple majoriiy was necessary
for the nomimation, the suocessful candidate had to secure 493 votes.®

The Harding camp wvas a center of sctivity. Daugherty boasted a
staff of over 2000 sealous volunteers in the Harding csuse, Moreover, the
astute political chieftain placed lookouts in every Chleago hotel, and man-
sged to hide spies at the hesdquarters of rival ecandidates, Harding staff-
nezbers met every incoming train, grested each arriving delegate, and plugged
for the Ohio Benator st every turn. All delegates were listed ascording to
state, hotel and room mumber.’ Harding's energetic manager was eutertsiner
enough to bring the Columbus Glee Clud to Chicago, and to invade rival head.
quarters by the effeative and popular tactics of & serensde. "they sagno
THarding songs! , . « Every msn was in full evening dress, Their good humor
and fine singing captured the crowds.*® Daugherty, in the meantinme, appros-
ched Hiram Johnson with the proposition of an allisnce to bring about the dee
feat of General Wood, but he met vith no success, *Johnson was deaf to all

il . SRR

$ Shicage Iribmug, June 7, 1920, pt, 1, p. 1.
6 Chicage Iribune, June 10, 1920, pt. 1, p. 1.
7 Daugherty, Haxding Ixsgedy, 37.

8 Jbid., 4i3-44.
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overtures, and we go$ no support from him during the convention,® stated
psugherty.? The same proposition, however, was agceptable to Louis Emmersen,
Lowden's mansger. Daugherty bluntly stated that his first aim was to defeat
V¥ood, Hence, he sssured Emmersons "We'll loan you every vote we can until
you pass Wood. The ninute you do this, Wood is out of the race, and all
friendship on the floor of the convention qo;ua."m Bndmbw, the Lowden
panager expssted little competition from Harding, aadkmm a bang-wagon
¢limb to Lowden once Wood was eliminated frem the race,

Meanwhile, far from the crowded streets and active manager, a small
group of men wap meeting to draw up the Party Platform. This was the Commnit-~
tee on Resolutions, whose chairman was Watson of Indiana, a United States
Senator and O0ld Guard leader. This Compitiee, though solidly united against
the Wilson mmmm, was far from agreement on a positive program conw
cerning the League of Nations,l* Senators Lenrcot, Kellogg and ex-Semstor
Murray Crane were sirong Reservationists, opposed to Johnson and Borsh, who
were Irregoucilables. A deadlock resulted, and Borah again threatened to
bolt the party. When Lawson of Massachusetts backed Borah, Semator Lodge
agreed to repudiste his own reservations, and thus prevemt a revolt by kesp-
ing the League guestion off the agenda of the eunvanum.u For three duys

9 Zbid., 50.
10 Ibid., 3.
il Pacns, Presid. Bleet, of 1920, 343«
12 JIbide, 322,
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and two nights the committes wrangled.,’® A special mesting was called at 2
A.M. on Thursday, at which were present Crane, Mills, Stimson, Pepper, Harvey,
Borah, 8Smoot, Brandegee, and Lodge. It was during this mntirm« that & comw
promise plank, prepared by Elilm Root before his departure for Burope, was
found acceptable, It called for a "vague Internationsl Assooistion of Na-
tions,"34 which -

» « +» must be based upon internationsl justice, and must provide

methods which shall meintain the rule of public right by the de-

velopment of law and the decision of impartial courts, and which

ghall secure instant and general international confersnce whenever

pesce shall be threatened by political aetion, sc that the nations

pledged to do and insist upon what 19 Just and fair ngy exercise

their infiuence and power for the preveation of war.l
Exactly what the Republicans were trying to express by this masterplsee of mT
bigulty is impossible to determine. Thomas A, Bailey justly attaecks this
part of the platforn "a mumbo jJumbo about international justice, internstionsl
association and genersl intermational conference . . « A1l one had to do was
to pick one's favorite paragraphs and be iupwﬁ“lé

On Thuradey evening, sfter the early morning conference, Senator

Vatson resd the entivre platform %0 the assembled delegates, and the Lesgue
evasion vas agcepbed. The planks contained a stinging indletment of Presi-

dent Wilson and the Democrstic Party on the score of Wilson's disregard for

13 Bailey, ¥ilscn snd ibe Grest Retraval, 301,
14 Paone, Presid. Elect. of 1920., 222.
pago Izibuge, June 11, 1920, pt. 1, »s 1,
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imerican .uva: and American intereste. Wilson was further charged with main-
taining an executive sutocragy, causing smerica's moitives to be suspescted,
her moral influence to be impaired, and the Governuent to be discredited and
friendless., The positive part of the platform ocontuined the following pro-
posals: 1. Dissemination of information and advice to the faruer for cessa-
tion of wmnecessary price fixing and -arbiirery reduction of farm products;

2. Reduetion of the executive budget; 3. No tolls on American ships passing
throngh the Pansas Canaly 4. Prouibition to be enforced by the Coastitution;
5, An effective pollicy towerds Mexico to imsure respeci for the American flag
and protection of the rights of American citiszens; 5. Rseognition of ocolleo~
tive bargaining ss Just; 7. Condemnation of sny strikes sgainst the Govern~
menty 8, Disapproval of coapulsory arbitration between labor and eaplial;

9. Freedom of aspeech, press and sssembly demanded for all; 10, Ho early re~
duction in taxes to be fostered.t’

Over one-third of the platfora was given toc the denuncilation of Wile
son and his administrstion, The Current Opinign commented: "Except in the
denunociation of the Wilson Adminietration, the platform gives the impression
of men walking on oggs. WNothing is clean cut.'w Pregident Wilson replied:
I suppose I should feel flattersd over being made ths imsue of the
Presidentia) campaign by the Republican Party. But even the effort

of the platform makers at Chiesgo to coufer the cistinction of be-
ing not only & buming but a living issue by camouflaging and ob-

17 Bepubligan Tesihook of ihe 1920 Campalgm, 55-106.
at Oplpden, Bew York, LXVIII, July, 1920, 6.




scuring ‘;ho real issues, will not deceive the peaple.w

With the adoption of this pletform, the Convention could noiy proceed
to the nominetion of its candidate. And with Senator Lodge installed sa Per-
manent Chairmen, one of the senstorizl lesders would be in a position to steer
the remaining activities to the senatorial way of thinking.

Fridey, June 1lth, was nominstion day. Hour after hour, in the
steany, crowded Coliseunm, the accredited delegates followed the cheap, tire-
soas formula, which custom and tradition have ordained as the suitable method
of showing their enthusiagm for the respective nominees. Governor Allen of
Kensas delivered the noniaating address for General Wood, and a forty ninute
rehearsed demonstration ensued, Governor Lowden was nominated by Govermor
Murray of Kentucky, and a thirty-five minute ovation was staged. Judge Nathan
Miller of New York spoke for Hoover, and the carefully primed Hooverites ia
the galleries raised such a clamor that Benastor Bmoot aetually aplit the top
of the table with his gavel, am he attempted to restore quiet. Hirsm Johnsonm
was nominsted by Senator Charles Wheeler of California, and cheers, guffaws
and questions asgain turned the convention into & mdhauna.m Prank B, Willis,
Ohio Congresmman, gave a demonstrative nomineting speesh for Harding, which
wag followsd by a favorable, though more restrained, dmnatmtion.m A )
wag not wntil 4158 P.M. that the weary delegates were able to tum to the more

19 Agerigs, Rew York, IXIV, June 26, 1920, A7,

20 lLos Angeles Times, June 12, 1920, pt. l., ps 7+
21 Bullivan, Qur Iimes, VI, 51-52.
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gerious business of ballotmg.zz

The Tresulte of the first ballot were: Wood 287; Lowden 211; Johnson
1335 Sproul, Pennsylvsaia's favorite son, eighty-four; Butler sixty-nine;
Aarding sixty-five; and Hoover five and & half, Wood lead comfortably over
Lowden, but he hed hoped for up to seventy more votu.z;" The subsequent bal-
1ot started the attempt to ¥kill »ff" Wood. Daugherity losned Lowden votes
on the next three ballots, % as did Senator Wadsworth, Chairmen of the New
York delegation. The Wood sdherents later cloimed that this manoeuvre on the
part of the New York Ssnator was part of the senatorial strategy. Wood had
gsounted Wadsworth ss one of his supporters, and had even invited him to be
his floor leader at the convention. Vhen Wadsworth releaged fourteen dele-
gates from Butler and allied them with same thirty colored delegates from
the southern states, Wood's chances for nomination began to fade.?® On the
second ballot, Lowden jumped to 259%, and on the third he advanced to 282%,
but Wood also managed to increase his votes on this baliot, advancing %o
)ﬁﬁ.& Lowdan and Wood both advanced slightly on the fourth ballot, with the
following results; Wood 3144, Lowden 287, Johnson 140, and Harding sixty~

page Iribuge, Juns 12, 1920, pte 1, pe 1s
23 gChicago Ixibune, June 12, 1920, pts 1, ps 1.
24 Daugherty, Herding Ixsgedy, 143.
25 Hagedorn, Leonard Yood, II, 338,
26 ghigaze Zribimes June 12, 1920, pt. 1, po 1.
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one and a half,%! whe party leaders mow saw their opportunity of controlling
the convention, On the surface, there was a deadlock., Senators Smoot and
Lodge went into a huddle on the platform. "Then, came one of those afternocon
adjournments that decide & political meo."zs Senator Smoot made 2 motion for
adjournment. In response, there were a fev scattering "Ayves,” and a roar of
*§o's." Lodge turned calmly from the. desk snd stated: "Fhe 'Ayes' have it.
The convention is adjourned wntil ten o'clock tomorrow momming." The dele-
gates, surprised and somevhat stunned, at first started to protest, especially
the followers of Vood. But the cocler, more self-controlled delegates pre-
vailed, as they accepted Lodge's clearly false decision *inm the spirit of

father knowe haﬁ,'m

This set the stage for the greatest and most important
political tactic of the entire campaign, & msnosuvre to defeat General Wood,
Lowden and Johnson, snd to bring about the nomination of Warren G. Harding,
Senator Herding, hovever, had no suspicion of vhat a change would
be brought to hil‘ fortunes in a few hours. Discouraged bscasuse of his poor
showing that day, "dishevelled, unshaven and lonely, the candidate wandered
[anhappily sbout the atreotu."” He was certain that the nomination aould
[pever be his. The only altemmative was to file his entry for the Senate race

that evening, for the desdline was midnight. Harding, therefors, went to

27 JNew Jork Evening Pasi, Jwne 12, 1920, pt. 1, p. 1.
28 Chapple, Life and Ilmes of Narres Harding, 110.
29 Sullivan, Our Times, VI, 57.

30 Adems, Ingredible Exa, 142.
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psugherty and told him of his decision. Deugherty was adamantly and immedi-
ately opposed, for such a move would release his delegates from thelr obliga-
tion of support. Finally, vhen Harding nironnd the faet that a loss of the
nomination would mean the loss of his senatorial post, Daugherty relented,
®An agent was sent on to the State Capitol at Columbus, and at 11358 P.M.,
Pridsy night, two minutes before the deadline, he filed Harding's mame."3}

Heaavhile, the conference, predicted by the New York Timeg®? some
two months previously, sad by the Los Angeles Times & few hours before,33
was taking place in Room 404 of the Blackstone Hotel., Before advancing to the
details of the meeting itself, 1% would De well to give a brief explenation
of the position of the menatorial group im the Republican party, as well as
the basic reasons which motivated its course of sction.

The Senators had come to the foremoat position of leadership in the
Republican Party. Therefore, they maturslly sspired io control the nomina
tion of their candidate for the Presidency. Numbered among these influential
and peculiarly dominating #sesatorial leaders were Penrose and Knox of Peun-
sylvania; Vadsworth end Calder of New York; Watson and New of Indianaj Smoot |
of Utah; Brandegee of Conneoticut; and Lodge of Massachusetts. Although mas-
terless and uorganised, Penrose was looked upon, snd acted, am group hador.”

—
31 Bullivan, Qur Times, VI, 57.

32 Ihe New York Times, May 10, 1920, pt. 1, p. 1l
33 Los Angeles Times, June 12, 1920, pt. 1, p. 1.
34 Alderfer, Parsenslity sud Pelit. g Hard., 4-5.
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fheir deternination Yo control the momination of the Presidential candidate
did not spring from sny un-American principles, at least, to their way of M
ing. They professed the conviction that to have a President who wes indepen-
dent of his Congress was both unsound policy and diametrically cpposed to the
intention of the Founding Fsthers., They argued that the Constitution stipula-
tod representative government, not rule by an individual. The SBenste, they
felt, held a position of primary importanee, and in matters of nationsl and
international palicy, the President should have & real responsibility to this
body, end respect it es the ultlmate source of s)mr.” Therefore, the Sena-
tors concluded that they had an obligstion to themselves and to the Constitu.
tion to choose a man who was the direet antithesis of Woodrow Wilson. Thia
men would have to be of such a characier and temperament that he would allow
the Senate to assert its supposedly Constitutionsl position. With this ex-
lanation in mind, it is easier to understand and appreciete the main resson
the leading Benators called 2 special conference on the night of June nth?
That it excuses them for their final choice, is quite snother question,.
Senators Vatson, Lodge, Brandegee, Curtis, 8mooi, Wadsworth, Weeks,
NcCormick, Herrick and Grumdy met in the room of Celonel George B, Harvey at
the Blackstone Hotel. 3® Harry Deugherty was not present, as is evident from
his owm tutiw,” and there is no indication that Wood wves mpwnsnm.”

35 Hagedorn, Leonsrd Vood, IT, 354,

3% #lderfer, Ferscnaliiy and Pollt. of Haxd., 4.
37 Daugherty, Harding Irsgedv, 303-306,
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ghe Benators agreed that a deadlock was evident the mext morming, énd in order
Yo avold a chance candidate, they determined to select & man friendly to their
philosoply of govermment, and to ses to 1t that their msn should have the |
gfirst "pick-up® of votes. Through the long, hot, sticky hours of the nighs,
the meeting dragged on, General Wood, after a drief consideration was reject-
od a8 teo independent of the Henate.,. Lowden, desplte predictions that he
would be the Benators' choice, was likewise cast aside because he was consid-
ered too great a liability in the campaign dus to the money scandals gonnegt-
ed with his primary efforts. Hughes, Knox, 8proul, end Will Hays, Chairman
of the Republican National Committse, wers then considered, but mo agreement
sould be found. Finally, and dublously, they discussed Warren Harding. Again,
there vas lack of sgreement,’’ They decided to reconsider Genersl Wood, He
wvas called into the meeting, mmumm of Senator Pearose promised
him the latter's support if he would consent to Penrose's naming of three
oabinet meubers. Wood refused,’® The hours slipped by, and still thers wes
no sgreement, Ab about midnight, seouts were semnt out to the headquarters of
the candidates to approximats the probable strength of Lowden. They reported
that, unless he secured the support of the Pennsylvenia delegatlion snd more
than £ifty votes from New York, he gould never get within striking distance
of the momination. Again, their thoughte turned to Harding, who was finally
summoned, Colenel Harvey informed Harding that thers was a posaibility of

"
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|p1s nominetion the following day, and ssked him if thers was anything he lmew
of that might be brought up sgainst him, or any impediment that might disqual-
ify him, either as a candidste or as a President. Harding, after ten minutes
slone with his conssience, informed Harvey that there was no such impedimenti
Fivally, the senatorial group concluded that they would make Harding their
candidate, A» Mark Sullivan says: "IS was more of a negation of other candi-
dates, than an affirmative agreement on Harding."*® Joseph B. Keeling, who
had besn the organiser and general mansger of the wninstructed and wmpledged
delegates, was then sent for and informed of the senstorisl decision, He wes
asdvised to get his delegates in line for Harding, The same informetion was
conveyed to National Committeeman Hert of Kentucky, amnd to David ¥. Mulvane
of Kensas.43

4 decision had been reached; an appavent desdlook avoided. 8o conw
fident was the senatorial cabal of their emsy suscess that Senator Smoot dew
tailed how the wires were to be pulled at the conh(omiea. ¥ood and Low-
[den wouwld be permitted to make a showing., Then, in the afternoon, vhen the
other candidates had been appeased, Harding would be pushed through to vic-
F\nry.“ Early thet seme morning, Colomel Harvey telephoned Irvin R. Kirkwood
lend Henry 7. Haskell, of the Kensas Qity Stay, end invited them to his sulite.

4 Bullivena, Qur Times, VI, 63-64.

42 Ibid., 62. .
43 ghiesse Txibwme, Jume 12, 1920, pts 1, po Lo
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3 awsber of th wore still present, Harvey explained how they had decid-
od upon Harding, After reviewing the deficiencies of Wood, Lowden, Hughes,
gnox, Johnson and Hays, Harvey alleged they had determined upon Harding. "He
come from & strategic state,” Harvey explained; "He bad ample political exper-
jencej he had msade a favorable impression in the Senate; he was & man of ime
pressive sppearence, and Congress could work with h.in»"’

That political wires were definitely pulled for Harding is alse
proved frcm the testimony of Jacob A, Meckstroth of the Ohio State Jowrmal,
and from sdditionsl testimouy by George Harwey. Meckstroth had sought an inw
terview vith Harding after the adjournment following the fourth ballot. A%
that time, Meckstroth reports, "Harding showed great mental disiress . . .
pDiscouragement humg about him like & cloud, He was not interested in any-
thing.*46 But that same night st eleven ofelock, vhen Msckstroth met Harding
soming out of the Ohio headquarters on the arm of Myron T, Herrick, he was
the ploture of exultation. Herrick callied to Mesckstroth and said: "You cen
say that Senstor Harding will be nominated on the first ballot tomorrow.”
Then Harding and Herrick were vhirled awsy in a car.47 What had brought
about this tremendous change? Harding himself had mot as yet been called to
the suite at‘%lmalnmntimsmma some two blocks awey, so he had
no persosal knowledge of the transactions thers, It seems that Hevrick, hav-

43 Hagedorn, Leonard Mood, IT, 360-361,
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ing sttended the early conferences, sav the possibility of Harding's nomine-
¢ion, and so informed him.

Mrs. Alice Longworth, who breakfasted with George Harvey on Baturw
duy morning following the conference, substentiates the story of Senstor
Varrem G, Harding's nomination.*® Pinally, the events of the ssnatorisl meet-
ing were highlighted in the columns of leading metropoliten newspapers through-
out the nation.49

The Republican Senators wndoubtedly chose a msn "who would listen,®
but vas this the only resson for their cholce? At the time some suspected
that 0il alse had a large part to play in the selection of Harding, 7The Sin~
clalr and Doheny interssts were conspicuous at the convention, and it is
known that they approached General Wood snd Governor Lowden, and promised
political and fimancial support if they would appoint Jake Humon to the eab-
inet post of Seerstary of the Interior,’® Both Wood snd Lowden refused to
betray their sowntry by accepting any euch offer.’’ And it is equally well
known that Daugherty sought and regeived the suppert of Hasmon. Whether he

48 Longworth, Crowded Nourg, 31l1.
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did so in oxoh;nu for the post of Begretery of the Interior, cennot be proved
from the facts that have been made public, nor from any such appointment,
since Hamon vas murdered by his mistress shortly before Harding's inauguration
Dr. Alderfer observed: “"However, it was said that Hamon knew that Fall had bu:l
chosen before he died, and he Was sorely disappointed,’® Adans states cate~
gorically: "Hamon was in Chicago %o buy a cabinet position . « « he represen-
ted 041 .+ o+ o He had besn & guest of Daugherty's , . . and & friend of Hard-
ing's « + « and he t0ld his friends he had signed the check whieh ensbled Hards
ing %0 mun for the Presidenay.*>> Dr. Alderfer maintains thst eircumstantisl
eovidence points to the conclusion that Albert B. Fall was appointed as Seo-~
retary of the Interior as a result of collusion between politicisng in Chi-
eago and 01l interests. It wes this eollusion, he states, *which made possi-
ble the first swing to Harding at the convention of 1920.*7% And sdams adds

that although "a Scotoh verdicsd of not.proven® was given by the senatorial
iavestigation committee of this charge, "$he susplcion was ineradicable.*”

It is impossible, therefore, to determine how weighty was the influence and
support of 04l im the decision of the Semate cabal to nominate Harding, but
that it did bave some influence seems more than likely.

! On Saturdsy moraing following the famous conference, Colonel William
Proctor learned of the previous night's prooeedings. Immediately he was

52 Alderfer, Persosslity sud Palit. of Hard., %.
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ssked to mppo;bnsrdﬂ.ng, and immedistely he refused, Then, General Wood was
propositioned in the same way. His ansver was a flat refusal to vithdraw from
the race. Instead, he visited Hiram Johnmson and appesled for support, only
to ba rebuffed. Undsunted, Wood visited Governor Lowden at the Blackstone,
and offered him the vice presidensy if he, in turn, would throw his delega-
tion behind Wood. Lowden rejected the offer immediately, saying thet he did
not intend to cheapen himself by taking second place, and that he had nothing
to trade. Finelly, General Wood, dejected and downcast, left Lowden, but was
all the more determined to carry the fight to the floor of the Gonveation.%

The Convention sgain essembled, and the voting began amid an atuos-
phere of exciting expectency. On the £ifth ballot, Lowden, with sew found
strength, drove past Wood, and Harding also gained. The tabulation of votes
reads Lowden 303; Wood 299; Harding umty—oight.57 The odds on Harding
imnedistely dropped from Yen-to-ons to five-to-one.’® It was on the £ifth
ballot that & traitor in the Ohio delegation attempied to eliminate Herding.
Vhen the roll for the Ohioc vote was called, he Jumped to his feet and shouted;
"Gentlenen, Senator Harding last night refiled for the S8emate," buit, before
he could add ®snd he is now out of the race," Daugherty's trained followers
drowned out his volce with a united deniel.’® Ohio then proceedsd to vote

% Boston Evening Transeript, Jume 14, 1920, pts 1, p. 7o
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as it had previcusly, casting thirty-nine for Harding, and mime for Wood.

On the sixth ballot, Wood and Lowden were raised to 311}, while
Harding climbed to eighty-oine.%0 igain & polities) enewy from Harding's ows |
state tried to gtop his rise, by casting four of Harding's pledged votes for
Wood, But Deugherty had been sapecting such an insurreetion. He had care-
fully planted his henchmen at stretegic positions in the galleries. Ais the
traitor, a certsin man by the mame of Hynicks of Clacinnatl, turned towsrds
Vood's seotion to reselive an expscted ovation, Deugherty's well-placed and
alerted henchmen burst out with a storam of yells of derision. The delegates
immediately joined im., Although Hardiag's Obio vote dropped to thirty-five,
the revolt had been suacessfully mahodg&'

On the seventh ballot, while Lowden and Vood stood still, Harding
contisued his steady and well-planned clinb.6%0n¢ more ballot snd the out~
come was clear to all, For on the eighth, Lowden was dropped to 307, Wood
to 299, and Harding now stood at 1334, Wyoming gave the first indicetion of
8 bresk to Harding, as it cast its solid delegation for the Chiosn.®? tne
Vood camp wes nov throws inte a panls, and demanded an sdjourmment. Against
Daugherty's wehement opposition, the Chairmsn declared the motion adopted
and the Convention recessed. Lodge explained to Willis and Herrick, that

60 Ghigase Tribuns, Suse 13, 1920, pte 1, pe 1.
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62 Chieago June 13, 190, pts 1, pe 1, {The tabulstion of
votes on the seventh ot resd: Lowden m%; ¥ood 312; Harding 105.)

63 m;; P’b& l, Pe h
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guch & recess might be beneficisl to Harding. Daugherty admitted that it gave
*an opportunity to go to the delegations and urge them to put over Harding
lon the next ballot, "6‘

mring this respite, Wood made one lsst and desperate move to over-
come the organised opposition to his cause. He telephoned Governor Lowden,

d asked him to meet him for & conference. Lowden egreed. According to
cod's blographer, Lowden thought well of a plan to extend the convention's
recess until Monday for the purpose of forming a ccalition over the week end
to defeat Harding, WVood declsred that he could guarantes 300 of his delegates
wvhile Lowden claimed he was certain of 159*&5 An immediate meeting was ar-
ranged for Lowden, A. T, Hert, Chairman of the Kentucky delegation, and
Proctor, Wood!'s manager, At this meeting, A. T, Hert agreed to make the mo-
tion for adjournment when the convention re-assembled at 4 P.M. Wood then ine
formed Will Hays, the Chairman, who was convinced that it was necessary to
stop Herding snd thus save the Party. Therefore, he resdily agreed to hold
the convention until Hert's amm.“’ The delegunte from Kentucky, however,
was interested more in the defeat of Wood than in the exclusion of any par-
ticular candidacy. 4 coalition between Lowden and Wood would, he argued,

necessparily result in Lowden accepting second place on the t,ickut,.w Although

64 Daugherty, Hardiog Iragedv, 48.
65 Hsgedorn, Leonard Weod, II, 364.
66 JIbid., 366,
67 Jbid., 366,
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fays managed to lengthen the recess until 4:46 P.M., Hert was still late in
srriving. He reached the Coliseum just as Kentucky was being called for its
roll. Hert, & steunch backer of Lowden, immediately voted his entire delega-
tion to Harding.%® Undoubtedly Lowden, after his conference with General
Wood, having become convineced that an adjournment to Monday would throw the
ponination to Wood, instructed Hert to sct in this manner. Lowdem himaself
sdmitted that he had relessed his delegates after the elghth ballot, and de-
fended his sction by saying:

After the eighth ballot, it was represented to me that the delegates

were becoming restive under the deal, Fearing & protracted deadlock

v o « 1 relengsed the delegates, and advi them to use their best

Judgment a8 to vhom they should support.
Did the party leaders influence the decision of Lowden? No definite proof
esn bs given, although Johnson, in his biography of Harding, states that the
party leaders were the influential factors in causing Lowden to withdraw from
the conbest,’® A. T. Hert, who released the Kentucky vote to Harding, de-
clared: "Governor Lowden withdrew in the interest of party hamnwa"n Cer-
tainly, Wood and Proctor had no foreknowledge of Lowden's change of heart
which effected the final defeat of Wood's chances.

¥ith Kentuckyts defection to Harding, the convention was throwm

into pandemoniwm. Prom then on, it was "a sickening scramble to see vho

68 Jbid., 367

69 New York XIribune, June 13, 1920, pt. 1, p. 1.
70 Johnsony Life of ¥arren 4. Harding, 81.

71 MNew Xork Iribung, June 13, 1920, pt. 1, p. 1.
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12 Louigiana gave her twelve dele-

could bs first to stand with the wimner.
gates to Harding; Missouri cast her thirty-six votes for Harding, and New York
contributed sixty-six, At the end of the ninth ballot, Harding had gone into
the lead with 374%; Vood was in second place with 249, and Lowden now occupied
ghird position with 121%. The VWood delegates rose to ask for a regess, but
Lodge refused to recognise them, and immediately called for the tenth ballot.:

The tenth and last ballot was a mere formality, as the delegstes
stampeded to the standard of Harding, The final tabulation read: Herding
647,75 Wood 15T4; Johnson eighty and four-fifths; LaFollette twenty-four;
Lowden twelve; Hoover ten and & bhalf; Coolidge five; Butler three; Sproul twoj
Knox ono..u

It 1s said that no candidate ever redeived so little cheering in
the convention which had nominated him, After cne roar of joy that the end
had come, and with it relief from the long, tiresome hours in the torrid st-
nosphere of the Coliseun, “the thousands in the galleries stood in utter
silence. There was plenty of enthusiasa to be let loose in the Coliseum, but
no one to give it to."vs The delegates had voted for Harding, but in reality

did not know why.

72 Hagedorn, Leonaxd Nood, II, 368
73 JNex Xoxk Iribwme, June 13, 1920, pt. 1, pe 1.
T4 mmm. June 13’ 1920, pts 1, Pe 1.

75 Owmwald G, Villard, "The Unbossed Republican Convention,* Nationm,
New York, CX, June 19, 1920, 816.




CHAPTER V

THE NOMIRATION OF HARDING: THE
PUBLIC PABBES JUDGMENT

Absent wers the traditional hysterical scenes that customarily fol-
low upon a presidential nomination. The usual cheering crowds, the spontan~
|eous music, and the Joyful impromptu speakers wers conspicuous only by their
sbasnce. "Having nominated Harding without enthusiasm, the convention ad-
Journed without mthuuiam.'l In fact, there was actually & feeling of appre-
hension in Chiesgo. A Democratic vietory which, bus s short time before, had
been consldered an absolute impossibility, wes now, in the light of the nomine
ation, apoken of as not m—-atutho—-quutﬁ.m.z But, perhaps, it was the fatiguw
ing work et the convention snd the sweltering Chicago heat, that tended to
ldampen the spirits of the Republican supporters. Quite the contrary was the
fact, for, as the press reports from across the natlon were reseived, this
anirit of depressiocn only deepened.

|

The Hew York Evening Post observed: "The noainstion of Warrem G,

1 Thompson, Presidenis 1've Xgown, 328,
2 Jbid., 329,
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Harding is en affront to the intelligencs of the American pecple.*? The New
JYork ¥orld critically remarked: "A more respectable figurehead than Warren G.
Harding has never been nominated for President of the United States by either
party.*® fhe New York Iimes commenteds "Crowds hers grest ticket with apathy
There is no show of emotion by the crowds in Times 8qmro." In a front page
editorial, this ssme paper stigmatised the nomination of Harding es "the fine
and perfect flower of cowardice and imbecility of the Senatoriel Cabal . . . |
¥hat hae befallen the Republican Party of the sarly days . . . when it waa
possessed of morel purposss?™® The following day, Bhe New York Timey charac-
torized the sction of the convention: "Covernment of the Senate, by the Senate
and for the ‘Smtog That motto and intent could hardly be written plainer
upon the mominstion of Harding.®! The Boston Evesing Trsnscript devoted much
space to Calvin Coolidge, but was content to contribute a polite write-up on
Harding.® The Jew York Ixibuge sadly reflected: *We had hoped that a man of
udaunted coursge, vision and exscutive abllity would be chosen, but we have
instead Varrven G, Harding » + + + I% would be hypoeritical for the Jribune

3 Nex York Evening Post, June 14, 1920, pt. 1, p. 10,

4 Chicagg Iribune, Jume 14, 1920, pt. 1, p« 3

5 ZIhe Revw Xork Iimes, June 13, 1920, pt. 1, p. 1.

6 ZThe Naw York 1imes, June 13, 1920, pt. 1, p. 1.

7 Zhe Baw Jork Iimes, June 14, 1920, pt. 1, p. 1l.

8 Poston Evening Irxsusaxipt, June 14, 1920, pt. 1, p. 3.
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80 pretend that 1% is satisfied vith the result.*’ The Ghissgo Daily Jourmel
nobed: "It 19 & statemsnt of fact, without & tings of malice, to say that
genator Harding has & lot of handicesps, which would have put him out of the
race very early if it had nmot been far the Semate influence in his favor.*iC

It is interssting to note thet even those newspapers which tried
to find words of praise for Harding, found it difficult to do so. The Chi-
Sagge Iribung sought refuge in such vague phrases as: "A foursquare American
s « » & man of unblemished character . . . His experience is many-sided . . .
Harding will bring firmness and breadth to the gmmmt.*n The Atlants
fongtitution offered the hollow praise: "The Republicans might have gone
further and done much worse.”* ind the Louisville Courler Joummal addeds
"Harding's chief qualification for leadership is an amiable willingness to
be led » + + He ip another MoKinley, though he lacks the experience and men-
tality of ﬂexiuloya*m

Among the leading periodicals of the day, only Current Oninion
managed to express any real enthusissm over the Senators! choice., Consider~

ing the nomination of Harding as & momentous event in Amerisan politicel
progress, it painted a ridiculous, laudatory portrait of Harding which come

9 Hevw Xork Ixibune, June 14, 1920, pt. 1, p. 12,

10 Chicege Deily Journal, June 14, 1920, pte 1, ps 9%

11 Chicage Tribume, June 13, 1920, pt. 1, p. 10,

12 Ghiocage ZTribung, June 14, 1920, pt. 1, p. 3

13 Leuisville Courier Journal, June 14, 1920, pt. 1, p. 11,
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pared the m‘ignifimt Ohio Senator to George Vuh&ngtemu The Literary
Digeptk curtly judged the nomination of Harding as & "Benatoriel victory in
1% the Norld's ¥ork observed: *It is aifficult to Te-
call any man ever nominated for the Presidency vhose carser has given him so
1ittle claim upon that off10e."3® The Naticn wss far more caustic over the
rosults in Chicagos

noYe senges than one."

Plainly, the Old Guerd was convinced that the country was so outraged

by the Democratic mal-administration, that they could afford to

nominate one of the moest colorless men im pablic 1ife & + + & hide-

bound partisan of the narrowest Republican school, who will resct

all the conservative pressure that may be brought to bear upon hinm, 7
The Cutlook gave a favorsble interpretation to the nomination with a para-
doxical cbservation that: "The peopls are tired of a Government at odds with
itself, Chicago has nominated & leader vho will not lead, but vho will co-
operate,” And it then commended the work of the senstorial dabals "It is
the best and only power which the Republiocans have developed in the nmation
leading up to the mmum.'m

The comments of Mr, and Mrs. Harding are eminently charscteristic.

Mrs, Harding, who only & fow deys before had said it would be a great trag-

ody if her husband were nominated, now remarked to the press: "They told me

14 Gurrent Quinien, Wew York, LXIX, August, 1920, 185-190,
15 Literary Digest, Wew York LXV, June 26, 1920, 20.
16 Xorld's ¥oxk, Wew York,XL, August, 1920, 324
17 Jaticm, Wew York, CX, June 19, 1920, 816.
gk, New York, CXXV, June 16, 1920, 378,
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in Washington my husband should be sble to do anything he vamts with that
suile of his."l? And Senator Harding said with surprise and reliefs "We
drew to a pair of deuces and t.‘..lluda'm

8enctor Borah was non-conmittal on the question of supporting the
ticket; Johnmon, likewise, declined to reveal his atﬁtnﬁmm'
Coolidge sent the following cryptio telegram: "PFlesage accept my eincerest
songratulations and the assurances of every suppert from uunemmm.ﬂ“

Governor

Glovernor Lowden was more uanrestrained in his praise: "I have great confidence
in the ability and character of the successful candidate. I shall support
hia with all h.m.”.a33 Senster Lodge's comment is especially atrikings
7 amt much plmod* with the ticket. It is an especisl pleasure to me that
the convention should have chosen my good friend, Governor Coolidge, for
Vice President. He is & very able m."u Senator Brandegee's remark was
more %0 the point: "Thia year we had a lot of second-raters. Harding is no
world-beater, but he's the best of the second-raters. »23  colonel ‘Harvey re.
wmarked: "Harding was nominated because there was nothing agsinst him, and de-

19 ghioage Tribuxe, June 13, 1920, pt. 1, p. 1.

20 Clinton W. Gilbert, The Mirvors of Washinghon, New York, 1921,9
21 Chicago Iribune, June 13, 1920, pt. 1, p. 3.

22 Nev York Times, June 13, 1920, pt. 1, p. 3.

23 fQhicazo Tribune, June 13, 1920, pt. 1, p. 3.

24 Chicsgo Iribune, June 13, 1920, pt. 1, p. 3.

23 Gilbert, Mirrors of ¥ashington, 5.
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cause the delegates vamted to go home."?® And Harry Dsugherty, as if to offer
an excuse for the manner in which Herding wes nominated, added: "All Presi-
dents are udq/liy organisation, Our system of Party Government makes this
inevitable,"27 General Wood, who kmew all t00 well what hed happened, merely
issued this one publie statements "I congratulate Benstor Herding on his nom-
1mtien.*2a

While the Republican leaders were cool and reserved in their reac-
tioas to the nomination, the political writers were shackled by no restraints.
William A, White's first reactions were comparatively mild, as is seen from
the following quote from a letter to Leomard Wood on June 21, 1920: "I% is
herdly necessary to say that Harding i{s not the type of man I desire for
president . 4 . melther do I think it is proper that the United States Senate
should nominate the president.”’ Later, White wes far mors vitriolics

Qur democratic theory seems to be based upon the proposition that

if you put one red shot and two hundred black ones in a double-

barreled shotgun, and fire both barrels at a National Convention

of Elks, the man hit by the red phot will make a good President.
Occoasionally , . . it wam. But. in mm'u ease ife t‘a&le% The

man hit with the red shot had a weak heart and a thick hesd.

Sammel H, Adams, with customary sarcamm, remarked: “"As a Senator, Harding was
a gecond-rater. As a potential President, he was a tenth rater, HNot a man

26 Psone, Presidential Elegt. of 1920, 258.

27 Daugherty, Hardisg Iregedy, 8.

28 ghicegg Xribupg, Jume 14, 1920, pt. 1, p. 3.
29 Valter Johnson, ¥illism Allen mm, New York, 1947, 338

30 White, Magks in a Pagesat, 421.
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who vas mtion;d; in the Convention but was better qualified for the job than
be.">® Thomas A. Bailey was no less critical: "People were saying that the
country was go fed up on Wilsoniem that all the opposition haed to do was to
nominate & reag baby or a yellow dogs They nominated narding‘"ag Charles W,
Thompson adds: *I was at first astounded, and then disgusted.*3? Osecsr 1,
Barck evaluates the nominee as & man who "was not a deep thinker, who knew
1ittle about national domestic problems and less sbout intersational affairs,
He was genial and easy-going to the point of mknc»."u Hevertheless, this
was the man whom the Republican Party nominated, and who would be slected to
the Presidency by a plurality of nearly seven millicn votesl

31 Adams, Inoredible Exa, 163,

32 Bailey, ¥ilson and he Grest Betrayel, 307.
33 Thompsen, Preesidents I've Known, 325.

3, Barck and Blske, Since 1900, 286,




CHAPTER V1
CONCLUSION

Vith the traditional two party system in the United States, the Pres-
ldential Nominee of either party naturally assumes & position of tremendous

tional importance and responsibility. The vast majority of voters look upon
ag the legally nominated and most outstanding representative of his party.
erefore, the party, and especially the party leaders, shoulder a heavy two-
fold responsibility. Thelr tesk is to seek to nominate a man who will be of
sesrvice to the interests of the party, vhile at the same time to offer a can~
didate vho can most adequately merve and promote the interests of the nation.
The numercus difficulties and adjustmenta of the immediste post-war
era more than ever demsnded & natlional leader of prominent staturs, talents
and background, The intricate problems of demobilisation and restoration of
domestic financial stability, and the gquestion of what ves Americats place in
international pelitics, were orying for an immediate solution., The existence
of these problems wes patent to the American people as well as t0 the leaders
of the Republicen party. Therefore, the obligation of nomineting a man of
ocutstanding caliber was all the greater in June, 1920. Because of & philoso-
phy of govermment, however, which had as & primary principle the superiority
of the Senate to the chief executive, the delegates were willing to unburdenm
themselves of this obligation, and go to almost sny lengths to nominate a
a2
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man vho would fit the pattern of their political philosophy..

The nomination of this man, Warren G, Harding, is, therefore, the
story of the power end strategic manipulations of politicians who put the ap-
parent good of the party before the good of the nation., Harding wvas a "made*
President. He was a man of winning personality, vho possessed some gqualities
of a small town nevspaper editor, but.who could boast of political capacities
only of & negative charagter. The Republican leaders and Harry M. Daugherty
knew Harding, and they knew his recerd. To suppose that they were not fully
aocguainted vith his mediocre showing in the Ohio State Benate, as well as his
negative record in the United States Senate, would be ludicrous. And they
were undoubtedly aware of the influence of the Republican machine in Ohioc on
the rise of Harding, and the prmtim of Harding by Harry M. Daugherty. 1%
is impossible to imegine that the leading members of the Republican party,
as well as the delegates assembling for the convention in Chicago, were not
‘sognizant of these facts.

The imttial step towards the nomination of Harding was the shrewd
srgamentation of Daugherty, by which he persuaded the 8Senator te enter the
rece in order to maintain control of the perty machine in Ohio. Even granting
the possidbility that Harding was fully convinced of the truth of this eargu-
nim,- if he had besn & man of presidential character, he would never have con~
sented to carry out such a plan. Nevertheless, he asquiesced, and choss
Daugherty ss his campaign mansger,

xirding*n poor showing in his restricted pre-convention campaign
was sufficient to warrant his vithdrawal from the race. Running in three mide

o~
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vestern states, he was unable to secure cne pledged delegate in either Mon~
tana or Indiana, while his own state of 8hio did not give him & full vots of
confidence. Daugherty, however, was playing the game of politics for the |
highest stakes, and Harding continued in the race,
The eurcm'n:r- plannad tacties of Johnson and Borsh deserve no less
condemnation, They were men in positions of high trust, being representatives
of their respective states of Cslifornia and Idaho in the United States Sen-
ate. Despite this fact, they used their positions in the Senste to create a
Senatorisl Investigstion Committes for the purpose of eliminating Vood and
Lowden, two outstanding candidates, from the race. It is evident that they
had no intention of contributing sssistance to the cause of Harding, but this
proved to be the actual fach, ,
General Wood bad rum well in all the states he entered. He had
ereated a nationwide sensation by hia straight forward manner and his honest
resord. Although Governor Lowden had not matched the General inm his campaign,
he, too, was ssteenmed as a man of integrity and ability, and would ordinarily
have merited serious consideration at the convention. However, the Senatorisl
Investigation, made public st the opportuns time of one month before the cone
vention, was sufficieatly explosive to create doubts in the minds of meny of
[he delegates concerning the ability of either Wood or Lowdsn to capture the
[presidency in the November elsotions. |
Hiram Johnson was mot personally popular smeng his party members

scause of his defection from the ranks in 1912, end his cold shoulder treat-

t of Hughes in 1916, But he was 3 man of far loftier stature than Harding
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and in the pm;riu had far outstripped the Ohio Senatar in popular appeal,
Bughes, Knox, Sproul and Hoover were likewlise available candidates, and gifted
with great ability. Nevertheless, not one of these candidates waa considered
worthy éf nemination by the party leaders,

The incidents of the convention only serve to exphasise this same
political influence and power, As is evident from the pre-gonvention fomﬂ#
Herding was conaidered as having little chsnce for the nomination. Neverthe-
less, through the mechinations of Daugherty and the Senate lesders, a cleverly
planned deadlock wes brought about, When the adjournment mobion after the
fourth ballot was passed aver the hesds of the assembled delegates, the way
was clear for the infamous conferense in room 404 of the Blackstone Hotel.
The open methods employed by the Senators is vithout parallel. Ais
they discussed through the long hours of the night the potentialities of the
jnnuabla candidates, no pretense was made at secrecy. Politicians passed in
out of room 404, snd then frequently returned to ascertain what progress
been mede in their absence. Thus, & few Senators were taking it upon

[thenselves to nominste a man of their cwn choice, and they were fully coafi-
[dent that the delegates would carry out thelr orders,
Alshough Harding himself had come to the patent conclusion that,

ractically speaking, he was cut of the race, vhe Senators concluded otherwise.
their disoussions, there seems to have been no effort to consider their
responsibility to the country amd the needs of its people., They were
terosted salely in picking & candidate who vould be mba;iwjom %o the Sen~
te, The fact that their cholice fell upon one of the most Mnaliﬁod men in

I
i
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the party, is proof of their confidence in the pover of their polisiesl or
ganization.

The carsfully staged session the following day, as the delegates
voted like wall manipulated puppets; was a perfect example of a controlled
political organisation in action. Ostensidbly, the convention was sn assembly
of delegates striving %o nomimate s man whom they, in their individwal estima-
tion, considered worthy of the position. Actually, it vas an exmmple of sup~
posedly rational men blindly and frrationally ossting their votes in strict
accord with the orders received from the Blacketone Hotel. Any attempt at
independent thought, which to the party leadsrs was equivaleat %o rebeliion,
was immediately crushed by carefully pre-arranged tastics., This is evident
from the unsuccessful attempis of mesbers of the Ohio delegation to change the
tide of the convention. Thus, was Harding pushed into the nomination by a
political machine.

It is clear from the resctions of the public, &s reflected in the
newspapers, periodicals and comments of individuals coupled with Harding's
lack of sppeel in his pre-convention campaign, that Barding was not the
popular choice. But such reactions were ss impotent as was the courageous,
though fruitless, fight of Ceneral Leonard Wood to stem the onrushing surge of
the political machine.

The story of the nominstion of Warren G, Harding is not s pleasant
chapter in our political history, but it is a story that should be known and
understood, A politicsl organisation can be a tremendous instrument for good
AL directed and utilised in atteining the principal end for which it was es-




&
tablished, nm;ly, the prosperity and advancement of the mation, But if it
19 used solely to satiafy the narrow, partisan interests of the few, as is
svident in the nomination of Harding, then, 5.# can destroy the very fundamenw
| ta1s of the Democratic way of life.
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