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CHAPTER I
INTROINCTION

This thesis is based on the study of the case records of a group of
children who have been known by the Family Court of Cook County, Illinois and
who had been regsommended for plagement as a result of their clinical examine-
tion at the Illinois Institute for Juvenile Research, | |

The purpose of the thesis is to determine to what extent these
reoosmendations were used in planning for esch child and to indigate vhat
factors sither made their use possible or prevented their use. The records st
|beth of the agencies were studied in order to ascertain seciological and pey-
thological factors in the child situation which appeared to have influenced
the recommendations, as well as the faotors whish seemed to have made possible
the sarrying ous of these recommendations and those which did not allow for
then to be oarried out, The recurrence of delinquent acts of both groups was
also noted. It was hoped that this study would indioate whether the resommen-
dations of these children are workshle, thinking in terms of the child, his
fanily, the cowrs, the commnity and its resources,

To secure the data for this study the case records of eash shild were
|oxamined at both the Family Court and at the Institute for Juvenile Research,
(The Institute for Juvenile Research will henceforth be referred to as IJR.)
The records at IJR ware used as s soures of psychologioal and soeiological data
1
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as well as t-hl”dilgmtic findings upon which the placement was recommended,
This data in perticulsr was teken from statistical cards containing psychiatrie
information as recorded by the examining peychiatrist. The sonclusions of the
social worker and the psychologist were also examined in studylng the findings
of the "tean" following their gonferense at the Diagnostie Staff Application
Service. Ths chief purpose in this was to formulate a picture of the child
that is recommended for placement as well as the soeial and psychological fac~
tors in the situation which indicated that placement be made.

The child's case record at the Family Court was studied for informa- -
tion pertaining to the services of the Court to the family before and after the
ohild had besn examined at IJR, The data in this case was taken from the run-
ning record and the face sheet, Activity prior to being examined at IJR was
combined with IJR data to give a more complete presentation of the ehild's
situation from the standpoint of the Court. The Court services after the exam~
ination were revigwed with a foous on the disposition of the cases and the
fastors affecting thelr disposition,

This study includes the total twenty-eight ehildren recorded by the
I Tabulating Meschine in use at IJR, as those referred by the Family Court and
as being recommended for placement by IJR. The IEM Machine has been in use at
IJR sinoe the summer of 19L9. Ne scsses were included in this group recommended
for plasement after February 195k, The Family Court records of two children in
this study were not available,

A brief history of the origin and the development of the Family Court
and IJR is presented to gein a better understanding of their relationship., The
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origine of the agencies are slosely related, and it can be said that both the
Panily Court and YJR were mwost iastrusental in initieting the movements in the
formulation of the ides of the Juvenils Court and of the Child Ouidanee Clinde,

YWhen the Juvonile Court Act was passed by ths Illineis leglslature in
July of 1899, it brought into being the first Juvenile Cowrt in the United
States and 1% was Stechnioally desiznated as the Juvenils Court of Cook County,
now known as the Fandly Court of Cook County.® This Juvenile Court Law was
officially styled as “an act to regulate the treatment and control of dependent,
neglected and dalinguent shildren,? ' It brought under one jurisdlotion shile
dren referred to s dependumt, oeglected and delinquent, and conteined prestie
cally all of the essertisl features of the Family Cowrt as 1t extsts today.
Although there had been widespread efforts in other states prior to that time
to differentiste betwesn the child and sdult in judieial proceedings and the
handling of children, this law was an attespt at & codification of the existing
laws of Illinols and some features of the laws of other states,

The Cook County Juvenile Court, having special jurisdietion of a
parentsl mature over delimquent, dependent and neglested children, was the bn}v
gimtm in mm Mmiplu tmrd ﬂu mhhntim and mfau of ﬂmu
children and it had p.mw signiticanse in that 1t mmpm to put the
mw«rmofrmuu¢mmm basis, ' Mr.wa, in his presentation
of m-ua.h Guru in w umm auw- auws ttmt m Juvenile Cours m&

1 Herbert H, Lo
Carolina, 1927, 246, v, Juvenils Courts inm the United States, Yorth

? D,
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mmmwmmwmamaumureu.m«muu‘m,
pointed the way for the associated developmemt of children's elintes.’

In resording the conowmrrent development of Child Guidanee Clindos,

Stevenson and Smith remarked that:
The new features of ths new courd whils sound in themselves had failed to
brizg sbout so great a redection in Juvenile delinquensy as had been hoped
C1rMeuls pereca bo understand and help than anpone bad miieipatedss
Thia m far m mmxm study and understanding of personality problems,
m and behavior, initiated by the Juvenile Court mowvement, made the sube
sequent appearance of facilities to sscomplish this imevitadle,
Is was this need for a mors thorewgh wunderstanding of the individusl
boymﬁxirlbythc&uwaﬁcﬁommmmmmm‘muumetm
Chicsgo Juvenile Peyohopathic Iustitute im 1909 by Dr, Willlam Keuly, and under
the private sponsorship of Mrs. We F. Dummer,S This Institute becane  regular
departnent of the sourt under the amploiss of Cock County, Ihmialﬂ?h
fed from the Comrt and besmee a state sponsored agency which contimued to
in close cooperadtion with the Cowrt, In 190 the Juvenile Fsyohopathie
Institute wes rensmed the Inatitute for Juverils Researeh.$
In its develoment into an individunl state sgeney, IJH maintained a

3 M&, 199.

George 8, Stevenson and Ueddes Smi ~
mmmarm Now Tork, 193, 15, s cuidense Qlislee—d

5 Idd.
6 lou, Juvenile Courts in the United States, 19k.
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umwiumm&utmumw‘m,mﬁnwrkiminclu&w
operation with the Juvenils Couwrt. Mors recently, with the development of an
efficient psyshiatric departmest within the structure of the Family Cowrt give
ing exclusive service to children kmown to the Family Court, it followed that
services of IJR to the Family Court would lesaen, The separation of the two
sgencies sesmed to be assounted for in that there was a sovement by the Child
Ouidence Qimdes from the study of misconduct and delinquency adons, to a
study of condust and the whole field of behavior, It also becams evident thab
work with children would be more effestive Af the problems were recognised and
dealt with before the bshavior had become so sericus as to necessitate some
form of ocurt sotion,’ This emphasis ou a larger community servics on the part
of IJR is expressed in the statutory definition of the powers and duties whioh
sponily that 1JR:

Shell senduct soientific studies, diegnose and premote She treatasnt of
ohildren who are delinquent, meatally 111, mentally defective or sseially
d, or whe are in dangsr of becaming so, to the end that deline
quenuy, orime, mentsl disorders and other forms of humen maladjustment may
be provented, In the adninistretion of this sst the division shall make
persomal sxamination and socisl studies of sush children and shall make
its services and treatsent available to children in the custody or under
the oontrol of the Department of Puklic Welfare, ora1.ﬁowt, school,
yabl&crpﬁuﬁm&ﬂmywmwgwm.
Thus, though the services of IJR are available to the residents of the entire
[stats of Nllinois, as indicated in the material from this study, the Family

W;ﬂdmmmﬂmum&on&wrwmnlfmofwthmnotm

, Mvision of Child W:Lfm, State of
s k] YRy st f 5 T _




CHAPTER II

EXPERIENCES OF THE CHILD RELATED T0 PREVIOUS FAMILY COURT SHRVICES,
AND PERSONAL IDENTIFYING DATA

There iz an almost constant search by varicus persons and groups cone
cerned with the welfare of children, to uncover and point out the factor or
factors that underly the increase ia juvenile delinguensy and the protlems
that arise in dealing with children, Many answers have been sxtended suggeste
ing that broken homes, alooholism, lack of playgrounds, the intelligence of the
ehild, and others are the key reasons for the increasing difficulties. Althowh
nons of them provide a satisfactory amswer to the sutire problem, it is generals
1y conoluded that there is & cause and affect relationship in regard to chile
dren involved in acts of s delinquent nature. This relationship can range from
an inoidental er accidental Livolvement in difficulties, of children with sound
personalitiss reasting to factors that are not within their personslity struo-
ture or resultant from chronic, troubled family situations, to children whose
dfficulties are direstly related to their personality development and who are
reflecting lorg standing difficulties within themselves, their homes and their
surroundings.

Although it is not the purpose of this thesis to attempt to point out
the answers in regard to causal fastors of juvenils delinguency as a whols,
[some attempt is made to indicate the ressons which appear to b responsible for
6
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the problems of this particular group of children, and some of the factors
which enter into planning for them in terms of placemsnt, The materisl within
this chapter was gathered to gain some undarstanding of the exporiences of the
child which brought him to the attention of the Family Court prior to his
referral to the Institute for Juvenile Research, Persomal and Pamilial infore
mation was also combined with these experiences to give a more complete ploture
of the child within this study group, It should be pointed out that the Family
Court records of two children were not available at the time of this study, As
a result the total mumber of children for whom Family Court data was secured is
only twentyesix, IJR records were available for the total mmber of twenty-
oight children,

Although most of the children in this study group became known as a
result of acts which are desoribed as delinquent, it is a common misoonception
that every child that becomes inown to the Family Court is a "juvenile deline
quant.® According to statute the words “delinquent child® shall mean:

Any male child who while under the age of seventsen or any female child
who while under the age of eighteen years, violates any law of this State;
or is imsorrigible, or knowingly associates with thieves, vicious or im-
moral personsy or without just cause and without the consent of its wm::
guardian or enstodian absents itself from its home or place of abode, or
growing up in idleness or crime; or knowingly frequents a houss of illere-
pute; or knowingly frequents any policy shop or place where any geming
device iz operated; or frequents any saloon or dram shop where intoxicate
ing liquors are soldy or patronises or visits any public pool room or
bucket, shop; or wanders about the streets in the night without being on
any lawful business or lawful ccoupation; or habituslly wanders about any
railroad yeards or tracks or jumps or attempts to jump onto any moving
train; or enters any car or engine without lawful authority; or uses vile,

obscene, vulgar, profane or indecent langusge in any public plage or about
any school house; or is guiliy of indecent or lascivious conduct.t

1 Children's 20
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Aside from the delinquent child the Family Court, in its eonoers by law about
problans invelving children can bs, and is extremely astive in the welfave of
the dspendent ohild, the truant, and feebleminded childrem.
The term “"dependent child® psan be applied tos
Any male child who while undar the age of seventesn years or any femals
ohild who while under the ege of eighteen years, for any resson, is
destitute, homeless or abondoned; or dependent wpon the publie for support
or has not proper parental cars or gusrdianship; or havitually begs or
resvives slmsg or is found living in any hovse of illefame or with any
vicious or disreputable persony or has s home which by reason of neglect,
oruelty or depravity, on the part of the parenmis, guardian or any other
person in whose care it mey be, iz an wnfit place for such & childy and
any child she while under the age of ten (10) years is found begging,
paddling or selling sny articles or simging or playing any musicsl instrue
nent for gain upon the strest or giving sny pablie neants, oY
acoompanies, or is used ia the aid of any person so doing,
In this particulsr study group of twentyesix children, eizhiteen came to the
attention of the Court because of delingquent behavier, Truaney was responsible |
for the referral of two, while dependensy, or families requesting Court help,
involved six ehildren,
TARLE I
REASON FOR REFGRRAL OF CBILL 70 FAMILY COURYT
Reason Nonber of Children
Pelingquent iota

Troanay -
Family Help

. ®
. @
L2

» & @
% & %
. & &

* »
LI 2
L

* » &
* & »
* & B
® 2 %
5 & %
* % %
2 5 »

Honb

Total
Of the delinquent acts, there were six cases of incorrigibility wherein the
childts behavior was considered wmanagesble, unruly and beyond the cosntrol of

2 Ivid., 23.
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the parent. Behavior of primarily sexual nature involved six other children
while two had been referred for setting fires. There was ons case ssch of
automobile theft, burglary, stealing, and property destruction, Clear cut
instanses of trusncy, invelving no other noticesble offenses prompted two
referrals. A typical reason for the dependency group was the case of one
father requesting help with his children after the mother of thelr four chile
dren deserted them, The only feeble-minded child in this study group was also
referred by his parents who asked for help in planning along the lines of
examination and the plasement of the ohild,
In oomparing the length of time the particular child was known to the|
Family Court as being indicative of how long the diffioulties of the child or
the families have besen of community concern, it wms found that twenty-~two of
the ehildren were kmown to the Court less than fifteen months and sixteen of
this latter number, less than six months. Six of ths children were almost
immediste referrals to IJR at the same time they besame known to the Family
Court.

TABLE IX

PERIOD OF TIME CHILD WAS KiOWN TO PAMILY COURT
PRIOR T0 REFERRAL 70 IJR

Number of Months Namber of Children
Tamediate GOO!“OI“Q'G!s
0“330‘0.-«';0,9!‘99'-6
396' vt‘.&ﬂ.llo.otdh
‘9' B |
9*12' coﬂaosbcotu-aol
12"15" itutvOOtonamcbk
More than 15 mos, --oo-.anaté_
Total Nomber .
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One child had bean referred simltansously to both agencies by the Jmniia
of ficer working with the Chicago Police Department, The average length of time
each child was known to the Court prior to his referral to IJR was one year and
three months,

Although the acts or problems of twentyetwo of the children within
this study group resulted in tha first experience of their families with the
Family Couwrt, it was found that fow farilies had some previous Family Court
experience, In three instances this previous emtaot was a result of the
delinquent aots of an older sibling of the child, while a mother of one of the
children had been known to the Court as a consequence of her own delinquent
acts as a child, The approximate length of time the families were known to the
Court can be roted on Table III, Thres families were known more than five

yoars, N
PABLE TII P
PERIOD OF TIME FAMILY OF CHILD WAS KHOWN 70 FAMILY COUR?T
Fusber of yesrs Prequenoy of Fanilies
lons than 1 YeaT . & ¢ 4+ o ¢ + ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ ¢ s ¢ ¢ o s o T
1% 2 years I T T R P L
243 o # 2 s s v 0 s e s s seuaswaes 9
stﬁh » B |
Rantmswm.‘..u...*..--a....ﬁ_
Total

All of the ssts or situations of these children were not confined te
a single episode, since it was noted that ten ehildren had been referred to the
Court on more than one ocossion before their examination at IJR, Of this nume
bar five referrals were of a delinquent mature, three were dependsnt complaints
and two were instances of truancy,
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In examiming the source of referrals to the Fasily Court, it was
found that the Police Departament sent in fourteen of the children, parents
| brought 1n six, and social agencies referred five. lo sowree was indicated
for one girl though her farily and her mother's family had been known to the
Court for slightly more than tweniy years.

Thus, it sesms from the previous activities and the length of time
the families and the childwen have been known to the Court, that the situations
or problems in the majority of the cases were not of a temporary or sccidental
natore and that the situations are fairly well known by the Family Court.

In a further examination of the background of this study group, ten
umwmmmmmmmn&raummuamm
placensnt experiences prior to their referral to IJR, Of thess, five had been
placed by the parents, three by otlwr agencies and two of them by the Family
Court, ’

Although this example iz a typloal one, it was noted that one nine
yoar cld girl had been pleced under the guardianehip of & ehild placing agensy
by the Court before she was one year old, S3imce that time she had experienced
nore than ten different foster hume placements, as well as two institutiomal
placements, Between these different placements she had been returned to the
home of her mother and grandmother, The changes in the placements had to be
made primarily because of the child's imability to adjust, and at the time of
h&rdmlmrma!umagdainthomw!mrmem.

Six of thess children oxpsriencing previous placements had siblings
who bad also experiensed placements and which occurred at approximately the
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lsane time and 1n eonfunotion with the child within the study group. |
Provious attention to the diffioulties of the ¢hild in the fom of
paycholegical or psychiatrie sxanmination were recorded in the records of nine
Ln!.dnn. A review of these sxaminations indicated that the reason for their
jadministration was because of some sign of difficulty on the part of the ehild,
jpuch as adjustment in sehool or unasoeptable behavier. A psyshological axam as
ja formality in a prior plasement proceeding was noted in relation to one child,
There were a total of fourteen sxamimstions for this group of nine children,
Five of them were given by the Mvision of Ohild Study in relation to thelir

1 adfustment, Three psyehiatris examinations were given to the children
t the Court and two sthers by other social agensies, One ohild had had a

ous dlagnestie experience at IJR.

TABLE IV
PREVIOUS PSYCHOLOGICAL OR PSYCHIATRIC EXAMS

mnuy Making Exam |Frequensy |NHamber of Rxamimations
Family Court 3 3
Tivision Child Study] S 9
IJR b 8 2
Other Agency 2 3
Total b4 § 17

t i3 interesting to note that the three children given psyshiatric exsmine=
ne by the Court had been recommended for plassment., Further in relation to
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previous psychological and paychlatrie activity, it was noted in the case
records at IJR that the familles of six of the children had had some previous
contact with IJR, In the case of four ehildren it was found that an older
sibling had previously experienced an examination at IJR, One child as indicatd
ed above had had direct experience while the parents of another had made appli-
cation but had failed to follow through, In four of these cases it was noted
that this previous contact was instrumental in referring this cxi:ild because it
was felt that IJR was already somewhat familiar with the family situvation and
would have gsome material to work with in regard to the child in the study group|

It amd that the person making the referral of the child and
family is an important aspect in msking use of the clinfcal service, as well as
providing a good service to the child and family., Vhere there is some desire
on the part of the parent for such services, there is a greater degree of coope
eration on their part as well as some indication that they recognige the diffi.
culties, Although the parents and the child may complete the examination feel-
ing, in some instanoes, the pressure of the circumstances they are in, unless
they recognisze the problem underlying the referral there would seem to be
little incentive to remedy the situation and follow up on the recommendation,

In noting the person that referred the family to IJR, 1t was found
that the individual probation officers in the Family Servies Department and the
Boy's Division of the Court referred sixteen children from their individual
caseloads, “i’hc Boy's and Girl's Referee instigated the referral of fowr chile
dren while the judge requested the examination of two children at their court
hearings. In the cases of two girls, immediate referrsls were made by the
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Gomplaint Department, the Imtake Departwent of the Court. In these two in-
stances, however, it was primarily the desire on the part of the parents for
help in the form offered by a child guidance elinic that prompted the officers
towuutmm
| TABLE V
PERSON REPERRING OHILD 70 IJR

Probation Officer
Referes * « 88

§

»

*

»

.

»

. % e »
« v 2 s
% 8 & v »
. s 8 s
’.~."‘

;- PO

rmna&mmuewa
Total

AmmmﬁmwwW%ﬁtW“Muh;amnmjmmﬂawﬁmwmwmmMmmuﬁw
sending one boy to both sgencies. '

IhﬁmnmtMrnmuﬁuthMpunnunmtMrﬂwn%1&
was found that it wes more or less the nsture of the individusl act, such as
nﬁ&gnﬁn,wnhm@uﬂlumﬁmu,mwﬂudnwmwdutMrnmn
&rnwnﬁmhnumhﬂ%m

TARLE VY
REASON PRESENTED AS HASIS FOR TJR EXAMINATION
Reason Frequancy

Mmmdﬂndefmm * » 2 % » @
Assistance in planning toward snd of treatment .
Assistame in planning unspecified

nborw

Nature of presenting problem L NI I
Parents requesting examination e e e v e s
Child requesting sxanination s v e s 00w

&

Total
Asids from these referrals for apecific acts, it can be seen that the Family
&mﬂhﬁahm@ﬁwn&ﬁﬁm:numunfwummninwnmuudfwr
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dren. Thres othere were sent for the possible utilisation of the treatment
mroes at IJR, BHelp in formulating some plan for the ohild prompted the
-erral of six children, This last reason might bs closely tied to the refer-
. made for the individual acta except for the faet that planning was specie
sd, In two cases the parents requested psychiatric examinations, and in the
ise of one girl, the child herself asked for psyshiatrie help,
In the preparation of the parents and ohild for the examination at
AR, 1t appeared that there was adequate preparation in the cases of twelve
parents and seven shildren. The records of two children indicated extensive
preparation on WM of the court worker since the child's acceptance of the
referrel was somowbat questionsble, In the remsining instances, although thers
|may have been prepuration by the worker, thers was no evidence of this in the
sase records,
Lenrning defests which were reflected in retarded or unsatisfactory
progress were resorded in the cases of twslve ehildren, Pour of these childven
Jmium dall normal range and below, whils six were average in intelligence,
jand two others were within the high average olassification., It was found that
jeight of the remaining ‘m of ohildren gave evidence of having difficulty at
jsohoel primarily in the form of truansy. Seven of these eight children were
to be truant vhile one girl bad been apprehended stesling money from the
school she was attending, Uhile difficuvlties of these eight emm are
construed as learning defects, they d indioate, when coupled with the
ve who were felt to be having trouble in the learning situation, that twenty
f the twentyeeight children had difficulty in m faoet of the school situa~
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It was interesting to note in the cass of a fiftesn year eld boy how
thet child's problems were evidensad in his school contacts. As far back as
ten ysars ago, when the boy was in the first grade, the Iivision of Child Study
had given him a psychological sxamination because of his disinterest in classe
room work snd his refusal to attend sshool. At that time his stomach distress,
nail biting, and temper tantrums had been notsd and a reference was made to an
unstable home situation, A second examination was given the same boy in 1953,
again by the Division of Child Btudy, besause of trusmey and poor conduot in
the classrcom, Agsin there was an indieation of diffioulty at home, and it
was recommended that the problems of the boy be discussed with the parents.
Since that time he had come to the attention of the Court and was referved to
1JR, as it was felt that he was extablishing a pattern of delinquency by cone
umwmmmmmammm. The diagmostic study at IJR
indicated that the boy's mother was, and had been, an essentiallly rejecting
and depressed woman who exhibited feslings of hopelessoess. An indication of
her form of rejection was evidenced from the time of her pregmnancy with the bey
in that she unsuocessfully attempted to abort the ehild, In eonjunction with
this, the boy's father displayed no spontansous interest in him, which added
to the situation wherein they found it difficult to place lixitations on the
boy, He sesmingly developed amxiety, tremendous negativiss and exhibted an
{immaturity in reference to ego controls which made for his inability to handle
frustrating situations adequatsly, It appeared that his place in the home
situation wes intolorable to him,

In & more specific consideration of the children as subjects of the
foregoing dissussion on experiences prior to their dlagnostic examinations and
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as subjects for this study, they are now studied in terms of personal obhet.iu

Sdentifying information and in regard to their place in their homes and at snj
In the age distribution it can be seen that there are siwteen boys

twelve girls whish make up ths total group, They range in sge from three years
through sixteen years and five months, This lower limit of thres ysars is somed
what unusual sinse the next age in assending order is eight years and one month{
Exoluding the three year old, the grewp falls between eight years and one month
and sixteen years and five monmths. Another unique situation in the distributi

of ages is the fast that the average age for both the boys and the girls as w
as the group as a whole is twelve ywars and seven montha.
TABLE VI
DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING 70 AGE

Age in Yoars Fragueey 0irls
16 1 0
15 2 3
ik 2 k
13 2 1
12 2 1
1n k 0
10 2 o
9 0 2
8 1 0
Less than 8 0 i
Total 16 12
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Of the girls it is noted that seven are in the age group between
fourteen and sixteen, while the boys mmber five. In the ages ten through
thirtesn there are ten boys and only two girls, Below the age of ten there are
four ohildren, three of which are girls. Hense, the girls are found to appear
| most numerously in the oldar and the younger grouping while the concentration
’ofthnhoysoan’oesuétobommanmuonatthtanmcmof
twelve years and seven #anths. From this it would seem that the boys referred
were typioal of the type verging om adolescence, while the girls' largest
representation seemed to be well on into the sdolespent period, The referrals
of the children below the age of ten were non-delinquent in mature, slthough
one girl at nine years and ten months was exhibiting pre-delinquent tendensies,
From the sge of ten years on up, the difficulties of eleven of the boys and
eight of the girls was found to be delinquent, while there ware two cases of
dependency, two of truancy and one of fesble mindedness. From this 1t appears
that the girle are the older delinquents and the younger dependsnts, while the
boys' tendency is toward the verging adelescent delinquent.

In regard to their ardiml position in ther respective families
twelve of the children were the first born in the family, and of thess, four
had the status of being the only ehild and of having no sibling relationship,
In descending order, it is noted that nine children occupled the mmber two
position in their families, and four of them wers the tind born, |




TABLE VIII
DISTRIBUTION ACCORDIRG TG ORDIRAL POSITION
Ordinal Position Frequency
I o 4 o ¢ 5 o o & o s * » 12
2 P T T T N 2 T A T N ) 9
g s 8 8 & 8 & s & 5 & & @ h
« & * &« 2 & 8 & & & ¥ =« 1
g « % % 75 & 2 & * & & » @ 0
. . . e ¢ & ¢ & @
’ ) ) Tote ﬁ"

0f thae children having aibuz;a. eight of them were the youngest child, while
aseven wers the oldest, Twenty-four ohildren had a totsl of sixty-sight siblingy
with the average mmber of uibliagis being 2,8 which in twrn made the average
mmber of children in each family mng more than one ch.ﬁ.d approximately four
children or 3,8 children, The largest family mmbered nine children, One
fanily consisted of seven children and there were two families of six. Twenty-
one children came from familiss of four or less,

quumhuMwumuw Chicagoans, in that twentye
four of the children wers born in the City of Chicago. One child was bora in
downstate Illinois, while thres were borm out ér the mh, but within the
United States, Twenty-five of the children were of white extraction and three
were solored,

The roligion in the families of the ehildren is indicated on
Table ’XI. In examining the mixed religion, it was found that the parenta dif-
fersd in religious bagkground and that no specific note was made of the
religion prasticed by the child,




TABLE IX
RAELIGION OF FAMILY

Proteatant . + o« o+ ¢ « +» 1)
“W * » L L » L » 8
Jewish « o ¢ o s o 2 1
Urkcrown « o v s« » » o 3}
Kixed « s & & o s & 1

CatheProtes + « « « » §

Jewy~Frot, « s o o 1

Prot «Oresk Ol"th. s » ¢ 3

In determining the living srrangements at the time of application
to IJR, it was recordsd that twelve of the children were living with both of
their naturel parente. Twelve others msde their homss with ome of the natural
parents and in all twelve csses with the mother, Relatives providad howes for
Wwo children, and one was living in a foster home placement, Another boy was
in placesent in a dependent ohildren's institution,

TABLE X

LIVING ARRANGEMENTS OF CHILTHEN AT TIME
OF APPLICATION aT IJR

Arrangement; Erequency

¥ith Matursl Fersats ¢« & & s = 12
mwm&mw‘ e o s @ 12
Relative * & % B2 e & ® % @ 2
Plagemant « 4 % S & % & = % 2

Thus it is noted that twentyefour were living with one or both of their
natursl parents and where the home was broken, 1t was the father who was oub
of the homa, In observing the marital status of the natural paremte of the
ohildren, it was found that thirtesn sets of the parents vere married and live
ing together, Fowr of the couples were separated, while five had seocured
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divoross. Five of the mothers were widows and the mother of one of the chile
dren had not been married to the father of the child,

TABLE XI
MARYTAL STATUS OF HATURAL FARENZS
Marita) Status ¥requency
Married
Separated
Divorced

Widow .
8ingle

* 5 8 s »
» ¥ % " 9
2 & & & o
» & .h *
- & & ¢ 9
® ® 85 = 8
* & ® 9 &
g“\ﬂmﬁ"g

Total
An examination of the finanoial status of the homes revesled that
four families were the recipients of finaneisl assistanve. In these four
families, the father was not in the home, The range spamned from several fam-
1lies described as boing well off financially to five families where there was
felt to be some need, although no financial assistance was evident.
TABLE XII
ECONOMIC STATUS OF PAMILY

Status

mt‘ LI IEE TR TN N I 18

Finanoial Assistance . . k

Need No Finanaisl Assist, §

mﬂ "“"“';é_
Total

The financisl status of the family of tha child living in an institution was
undeterminable, |

On the basis of intelligence as evaluated from tests given at IJR or
given by other agencies and sccepted as wvalid by TJR, the group study appeared
to have the ability, barring physical and emotional handicaps, to make a normel
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adjustaent in c;muuty living, In the distribution of the intellectusl éupm-
ities of the ehildren, fourteen were felt to be within the average range of
intelligence. Within the high aversge and the dull normal range, it was noted
that there were four children in each classification. ‘l‘hroc boys were classi-
fied as superior while there was one mental defestive and there were two borderd
line mental defectives, Hence, twenty-one children of this grouping indicated
capacities within the average range, or above. The ons mentally defective
child was found to be a serious behavior problem in the hame, at school, and in
his immediate neighborhood, Although his parents made repeated efforts to cope
with the child, his behavior eventually necessitated police intervention. The

family finelly agreed to a hospital placement,

| TARLE XTIT
DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO INTELLIGENCE QUOTIBNT
1.9, Frequeney
Buperior e s a2 w & 9+ e e & » o 3
High Average . . .« &+ & 4+ o+ o & & = b
Avarage e % o « 8 s » » « + 1B
ml m - » » . - L ] * L] L . Ld h
Borderline Mental Defective . . . . . . 2
Mental Defective e + & & s s = = o 1
Total m

- In this chapter it was indicated that the children of this study
group were primarily delinquent and that their problems came to the attention
of the Gourt largely throwgh police intervention or through their parents.
The group as & whole was within, or above, the normal range of intelligence,
and reflected difficulty in some form in the mschool situation. | Most of the
children were born in Chicago and lived with one or hoth of their natural
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parents. The matural father was cut of the plcture in one-half of the heﬁﬁ.
The boys of the group seemed to represent the verging adolescent, while the
girls tended toward the older dulinqm and the younger dependent, Familywise}
slmest one~half of the group were the first born, while seven of those having
#iblings were the youngest child,

The existence of problems within the child or the family sitnation
appeared to be falrly well known by the Court in regard to the length of time
that the ehild and his fanily were known by it, Other signs of a disturbance
of the ohild or the home situation were fcﬂmtod in the cases of nine ohildren
vho have had previcus psyshological or psychiatric exsminations related to seme
diffioulty, and ten who have had previous plasements.

jA delinquent act of the child was the reason given most frequently in
.| regard $o the referral of the child to IJR, OCeneral planning, planning for
placenent, or possible treatment were ths next most frequent., The probation
officers were the persons most often making the referrals followed by the court
referees, the judge and the intake department, The evidense in the preparation
of the parent and child for the clinic referrsl was extensive in several ine -
stances where it presented s problem of the ohild's acceptance of the referrsl.
In most oases there was little evidence sz to the efforts of the probatien
officers in that area, and it appeared that material of this nature was contine
gent upon the individual workert's style of recording, |




CHAPTER XII

FAMILY ATMOSPHERE AND FACTORS RELATED TO
THE PROBLEMS OF THE CHILD

There sesms to be reason to assume that primary behavior disorders of
ohildren, or behavier designed to relieve unconseious tension through "scting
out® in ways not well adapted %o reslity, are reastions to gross and early
parental meglect, or total rejection by one or both ymmrm..‘1 Anxiety sombined|
with behavier disorders is usually indioative of disturbed parental relation-
shipa, caused by interscting meeds in the married couple, The more the paren
tal pathology, the more the likelihood there will be a correspondingly severe
disturbanse in the children,?

Modification of this type of situation may be possible through the
amelioration of home conditions which affect parental attitudes tmd the
ohildren and through helping the parents see the connection between their probe
lems and the childls, Cases are found, howsver, in which the family attitudes
are so destructive that help toward that end would be impossible, ‘hers there
‘is evidence of a definite destructive home influence which would not be amen~
sble to modification, it would sesm that any attempt to bstter the situation

o 1 Gerdon Bmilton, Payehotusrepy in Qild Guldesge, New Tork, 154,

2 Ibid., 261,
2k
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would invalve ;hw ehildts removal from those destructive surroundimgs.’ The
ehild would not be freed from the influence he had been exposed Lo, but his
removal from the stimulating or onnflioting situation would be a real gain in
itself,

It is the puroose of this chapter to exanine the ehild of this gtudy
group, and his family, toward the end of guininy an understanding of the probe
lems of the child as rolated to his fazily situation, as well as an idea of thaw
factors wiich entersed into is velsy reccmsended for placement, Haterial was
included to present a pleture of the perssualities of the pareunts and the c:hilcﬂ
and the form of the interactions of thess personslities. The results of the
child's attempts to adlust to his situation, and his ability to cope with his
fealings are exarined, Lastly, the parenta! reactions to the problems ss exe
pressed by the child are studied as well as indications of their part as to
thelir capgclity for the modifisation of thelr situvation throush therapy. The
tabolar categories throurhout this chapter ave those uwsed by TJ8, The evslvaw
tion »f the ehildren and parents &8s related to these categories was also pade
by the examining psyehdatrist at IJ2, The tobals in these tables will vary in
that mot any, one or more than one category may apply to a particulsr ehild or
parent,

In looking at some of the dynemie feotors in the enviroment of the
child, it was roted on Table XIV that a total of thirty-seven factors ware
recognigad in the meke up of the homes of twentywtwo of the ehildren within
this study group, The loss of one parent was the nost frequently appearing
factor, while marked economie factors, previous placements, and working parents

were avident in the homes of sevan children,




TANLE XIV
DYNAMIC FACTORS IN THE HOME
Faotg Frasquency
Marked Foconomic Problems , e s o T
Karomnmmmmtinmt. R |
Acquisition of Sibling or Parent . . . &
foas of Parent « * & % &« e & 11
Both Parents Voriking . & ® 2 & & @ T
Loss of Sivling S TR S TR S SN 4

It is Aifficult to evaluate the degree to which these factors contribute to the
problems of the child as to wvhether they are paramount or Lmigniﬁo#m, howe
ever, they are expsriences among many others, and in some cases, traumatic exe
periences, to which the child has kad to sdfust.

Neurologioal or medisalesurgioal pathology with the children thexe
selves was almost nonaxistent axcept in the case of the mentally defective
ehild, In the area of health and physica) defects, three children were observ-
od o have eye difficulties in the form of strabismus, while twn were cbese.

A hsart murmur was noted in the case of one boy while anothar girl had a skin
disorder of the feet which was digabling at times, is a whole, however, the
physieal condition of the group could be described as good,

In discussing the pmm of the children as to thelr meke-up, their
relationship to each other and to their children, 1t should be noted that the
mothers of all of the children with the exception of two were interviewed by
the psyshiatrist, In the case of one girl the maternal aunt was seen, and one
eight year old boy was seen alone, No definite datz was tabulated on the mume
ber of fathers interviewed. It was noted in seversl cases where the father was
not interviewed, information pertaining to him, as given by the mother,
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was recorded, ) In five of the current family situations, the stepfathers of the
children ware referred to.

There is little question as to the value of adequate parental figures
in the development of the personality structures of the children, since the
parents are the persons with whom the child first identifies in establishing
iis pattern of getting along. Of the parents of these children, the emotional
stability and the personality strusture appears to be, with the exception of
ons mother and a father, outside of what would seens to ba» sound adjustment,

TARLE XV
PERSOMALITY STRUCTURE AND/OR SYMPTOMS OF FARENT

Strusture and/or Symptom _ou hmxyl

Within or Close to Normal Limite
Character Disturbance, ?mmmu#
Peyohosis, Porderline Psyehosis
Alsoholism, Yelinquency

Mmm Psychosematic Disordey
Irresponsibility, Poor Work Recerd
Minimal Information or Unknewn

M MO w B -
w A O N O » M

It appears significant a3 related to the degres of disturbance and type of
behavior of the children, to find that the mothers of nineteen, and the fathers|
of eight of the children were felt to have developed a character disturbance or
psychoneurosias. This seems to evidence difficulty in adjustment on the part
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of the wammof most of these children, Again, the degree of influsnce that
these disturbanses have had on these children can only be svaluated by going
into each individual situation, but their form can be noted to aome extent on
the tables which follow,

An exanple of the family interaction of a father and mother whose
digturbance was felt to be psychonswrotic snd preductive of a oritical situs-
tion can be seen in the tonwiné illustration, The father in this case was a
professional man employed by the Covermment, The mother had experienced one
previous marriage which had ended in diverce, She had two other children who
evidenced problems, with an older trother heing on the werge of a "nerwous
breakdown,® At any rate, both parents were felt to be floundering in their
own disturbances, The mother completely rejected the ehild, a fourteen year
old boy of average intelligence, referred to the Pamily Court for stealing
money and mail, She expressed foslings of hate toward him as well as experiencs
irg feelings of wanting tu choke him, The father, who beat the boy severely,
was disgusted with him because of the boy's acting up and wanted to be rid of
him, The mother had a tremendous problem in giving anything in the form of a
warm relationship to this child, Doth parents appeared to be acting out their
unsonscious wishes in being lenient and not setiing limits for the boy, They

wore alarmed because of his emerging adolescent interest in sex, and seemed to
have no understanding about what was going on as far as the boy's development
was conserned, The predominent charasteristic in the whole problem wes the
reaction of complete indifference on the part of the boy to his problems,
Following from the eonsideration of the individual emotional ecomposurel
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of the parents, Table XVI indicates how the parents were getting along with
each other, Again an upsetting situstion, which would sesmn to produce some
tension in the child, is indicated wherein eight children had experienced
marked parental conflict in thelr homes,
TAHLE XVI
PARENTAL RELATIONSHIP

Reasonably Satisfastory . .
Tyraanical Partaer .
Marked Depreciation of Pnrtmr
Marked Overt Farental Conflict
Marked Overt Sexual Conflict
Partner Frequently Absent from Home.
Marked Diffioulty with In-laws . .

There was one instance each of probable infidelity, marked suspiciousness or

. 3 % % 3
¥ o & 8 w

* % » ¢ » » &
s B3 BNLILN

Jjealousy, competitivensss, difference in bwkgréund, and an umsual abgense of
parental confliot, Ko relationships were indicated in seven cases in which
the father was absent from the home.

The personality problems of the parents, the difficulties between
them as listed above, slong with many other problems are important factors in
their relationships with thelr childrem, This relationship can be expressed
in many diverse forms, some of which are listed on Tabls XVII,




TABLE XVII
PARENTAL RELATIONSHIP T0 CGHILD

Belationship

wmbl" vholesone . v e »
Controlling, Rigid .

Overly Seduotive (Inol. Incest) .
Pushing too Farly Rupomibium
Rivalrous . & »
Punitive .
Critical, I)sprceu*un
Cold, Distant, Mhotm
Overt Rejection

Maried Prefersnce. fm- Slhlim
Delegates Parental Responsibility
Lask of Consistancy . »
Conflisting Authorities S
Acting Out through the Child , .,
Setting Exemple for Child's ?atholagy
Overly Permissive .
Undetermined, or nmot Appnnahh .

It is interesting to note that thirteen of the parents, either mother or fathery .
were felt to be controlling and rigid, oritical and depreciative, punitive
toward the child, or acting cut through the ohild, In this, there appeared to
be a correlation between the punitive and the critical and depreclative rela-
tionship, The paremt thet was critical and depreciative was alse punitive,

The mother of one boy, the oldest in this group, in addition to being oritical
and punitive, was overtly rejecting, controlling and rigid, rivalrous, pushing
too early responsibility, and had a marked proference for a sibling of the boy,
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In this case the boy reminded the mother of the father, and she was openly
angry and hostile toward him because of this, She was competitive with, and
Whﬁm of all men, and was unable to accept maternal or feminine roles.
Heor anger aross because of her inablility to econtrol the boy. The boy who was
sent to the Pamily Court because of destruotion of public property and window
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peeking, identified with delinguent acts, to zot out and to retaliate againat
the mother's controls. The mother, extramely resistant to any plan for the
boy, interfered in the probation officer's relationship with the boy and would
not allow the boy to relate to the officer, or to partisipate in any plan,
As well as being an example of an askew relationship between mother and son,
this is indicative of some of the difficulties the court probation officers
encounter in attempting to effect; or work out & plan for the child,

As was indicated in Chapter II wherein the majority of the children
ware known to the ¢ourt because of delinqueni aots, it e¢sn be seen that the
problems that the children in the group t'aéod to develop tall_haavily within
the area of socially unaceeptable acts, It should be noted that the total
number of primary probdlem areas is thirty-one, or four more than the number
of children actually considered in this material.

TABLE XVIIX
PRIMARY FROBLEM AREA
Problem Ares . Preguensy
Socially Unacoeptable Aots
Sex Problems '
Dafects o o
Personality Diffisulties

Somatis Dysfunotion . .
%m » » * » - L]

. * ® % & %
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This ean be accounted for in that in the cases of four children, two primary
areas were indicated since there was difficulty in detemining which of the
problem areas takes presedence over the other, In three of these four instamen
the two areas recorded wers the soclally unasceptable sets and personality dif-
fioulties, In the other, it was learning defect and socially unsooeptable acts,
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This predominance of socially unaoceptable acts, and personality difficulties
on the part of the group as a whole seems to follow from the fact that their
symptomatic behavior is of the type that will come 10 the attention of the
police and the court.
. More specifically the area of socially unacceptable zcts can be re-
fined into the incidents recorded on Table XIX,

TABLE XIX
SOCIALLY UNACCIPTABLE ACTS
Irpe of Aot Frequensy
Tﬂm O N Y S T T S T T T R 12
Swim (aﬂlﬁM} e ® 2 & 8 ® & % 11
Stmm (EW) hd L L . » * . L] . 5
m’ (a@bﬁﬂl} s % & * s & 8 » = 13
Run awvay from home o« . « « ¢« o o 9
mﬂﬂmmﬂ ﬁw Eﬂ’t*h mpomm . » 13
Mseobediernss, Unspecified ., . . . . . 3
Lm . . . * L4 . * - . . - L4 12
Fire Set¥ing o+ « 2+ ¢« v s 4 .« e e h
Destructiveness . + o« + « « o o o 3
Begging Money « « s ¢ o » o o s o« Y

Again it should be kept in mind that more than one act can be recorded for one
child, and a child whose primary problem is in some other area may very well
have other difficulties liated among the soelally unacceptable asts. For
mph, a child whose primary problem is a sexusl problem may have temper
tantrume, deal and lie, Of the twenty-seven children for whom information was
collected, only four were found to be without any of the sooially unacceptable
acts listed on Table XIX, Of these fouwr, three had sex problems and the other,
& personality diffiewlty in the form of moodiness, Looking at the most fre-
quently appearing acts, it iz noted that disobedience with a hostile component,
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stealing. Four children were recogniszsed as having six or more separate social-
ly unacceptable problems,

Although mex problems wars rscordsd as the primary problem area for
four children, ten of them were noted to have some difficulty of a sexual
nature, Fxocessive sexual interest on the part of four boys and promiscuity
in the ocases of four girls were the most frequently appearing, Incidents
listed as "other® ineclude exposure, oral eop;sﬂ.atien and stealing lingerie.

TABLE XX
SEX PROBLEMS

Progm Frequency

Excessive 8&&!1 Interest . . . h
Promiscuity s & ® s 2+ e & 2‘
mmuty o 5 s e« » a o1
%’Gmw « » v & » s s X
Other e o » s e+ s+« &3

The one boy whose primary problem was indicated as a learning defect
was & ten yssr old boy whose intelligence was on the borderline of a mental
defective, He has ordinarily been in the ungraded room but had refused to go
to school and as a result wes referred to the Family Court by the Board of
Education, This boy m alse an umususal bshavior problem singe he was also
known for fighting, hitting the teacher, and indecent exposure.

As indicated in Table XVIII there are eleven children whose primary
problem ares is that of personality difficulty interfering with their peer
relations and/or other peracnality difficulties, Twenty-thres childres haa

\ S ToOw £
been indicated as having one or more personality dﬂﬁa@ while no
culties were listed for four children. U Y /
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TABLE XXI
PERSORALITY DIFFICULTIES

Interforing with Peer Relations Erequsnoy
Bullying, Domineering, Aggressive . . . . 7
?1@"“1“4’ Teased *® & *r e 8 & e @ h
Withdrawn, Seclusive, Daydresms . . . . . 5
Ismature o e s v e e e 3
Overly Competitive with Other Childrem . . 2
Other Personality Difficulties
D&prea;ad, Discouraged « o+ o + « o+ « o 5
Mlm, Excitable . 2 & » * = & @ 13
m .« o * % & . * = » » 2
Chronisally Anxious or Fearful . . + « o k
Reluwotance or Fear of Sehool « . + + .+ 7
mm mghﬁlw a5 B A s B2 s s 1
mw . « » * — . » . - 1

Of the twenty-one children, six were found to have four or more areas of per-
sonality difficulties. Restless and mitab}e behavior appears to be the more
frequently appearing difficulty, while seven ohildren were felt to be bullying,
domineering and sggressive, and seven had a reluctance or fear of school.

The number of symptoms in the area of somatic eymptoms are less than
one-half of the mmber of personality difficulties, and less than one third of
the oumber of socially unacceptable acts. As a group it appears that these
ehildren fall more along the lines of the child who is asting out his impulses
rather than the type that internalises his difficulty, This would seem to be
comym with the faot that it ias the child's unsceeptable behavior that
brings him to the atiention of the Court, and thence to the child guldance
clinie, |
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TABLE XXII
SOMATIC DYSFUNCTION

E

Symptem
Braresls . « « o

Soilm " ¢« & s = =
Mlbiﬁim - » » * .
Stuttering e« s & % »
Tias .

Glandular Stym (Iml.. Gbeaity)
Feeding Problem , . . . .
Allergle Conditian “ v
Neurologic (Proven, Strong %Mibility)

A total of sixteen children were racorded as having somatic symptoms although
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this was the primary problem area of only one child., Six cases of emresis
and five instances of nail biting were the most frequently appearing symptons,.
In the case of ons ten year old Loy, there were recorded seven

socially unacceptable acts, six personality difficulties as well as the somatic
symptoms of enuresis and soiling, He was referred to the Family Court and to
IJR at approximately the same time for stealing, lying and truancy. He was the
first child of four, of average intelligence and in the third graede. It was
found that the mother was a deprived woman with a poor baekground, who was
depreciating of men and had little warmth for the boy. The father was some~
what cloger to the boy, but was involved with the mother in serious marital
difficulties and there was much talk of divorce, The boy, in this situalion,
was found to be extremely anxious, with tremendous emotional conflist. He
feared a family bresicup and being left completely alone, His extreme hostility
manifested itself in acting out behavior, but was not sufficient as en outlet
in view of his enurcsis and soiling. The boy sesmed to have no "breaks* for

|his impulses to aet out,
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As was indicated to some extent above, the child's problems dd not
gseam to be eonfined to any one phase of his personality, but rather tended
toward reflecting itself in his total adjustwent, Of some gonsern in the
schens of comsidering this adjustment of the child, is the frequency of the
child's particular acts or problems, that is, how often they ocecour, It was
noted that the problems of this particular group of ¢hildren tended toward a
frequsnt or constant sccurance with twentyeone children coming within that
category. The problems of four children were felt to be of an ocoaszional hape
pening while those of two children were confined te a single episode, Ina
situation which has tended to coreate the difficulty the ohild is menifesting,
this frequent or constant occurance would seem to add to the diffiouliies
ilru&y existant, thus making for a wore strained atmosphere, and in turn, prow
ducing more diffioulties.

In evaluating the difficulties that the child has, and the extent to
L:hich they are a part of his way of getting along, an attempt 1is made on the
part of the pasychlatrist to form an opinion as to the relative degree of dise
turbance of the shild, Of the study group, two of the children did not appear
to be especlally disturbed, One of these two children wes alrsady in placemant
and adjusting wcll; in the other case, the child himself requested placement
sway from his mother toward whom he was felt to be reasting. Fifteen were
evalusted as moderately disturbed while ten were felt to be seriously disturbed.

Twenty-five children who were moderately or seversly disturbed seened
to be a part of an upsetting or disturbed situation, primarily in their own
M. The institutional setting of one child did not appear to meet his needs,|
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while the home of a relative of another child appeared unsatisfactory for him,
As a group then, the children's difficulties appear fairly well integrated in
their marmer of adjusting to situations, and in their solutions of their diffie-
culties, In the cases of two children, it was felt that it was dangerous for
the child to be returned to the aurroundings he hnd been in because of the
likelihood of his hurting himself, family or others in the community.
As hinted at in regard to the frequency of the child's problems, the
feelings on the part of the parent would tend to Lave scme sffect on their
handling the difficultiss, and in turn the child wuld seem to be inclined to
react to the parent's handling of the problems, This resction may result in
either an understanding, firm or positive mamner, or toward actions which may
tend to aggrivate the difficulty, In Table XXIII the reactions to the child's
primary .pmhlm ean be noted, |

TABLE XXIII
PARENTSY REACTIONS TO CHILD'S PRIMARY PROBLEM

A 0 S TS 1t -9l A A LA ks R B3 L 4 3 AW s RS

Reaotion Mother” "3 * Ty o ther
Overanxiocus 3 0
Reasonably Conserned 8 k
Annoyed " 6 7
Protective, Defensive k 1
Indifferent, Detached, Minimized | & 0
Unable to Recognize its Ixistence 3 0
Undeternined oy Unknown | 0 7
]
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For this group of children, the most freqguent reaction is that of annoyance
which is found in the cases of six mothers and seven fathers, Reasonable cone
cern was exhibited by eight mothers and four fathers, and semmed to point to-
ward their ability to recognize the child's problem in a more realistic way
than those who are unsble to recognize any problem, ere indifferent, detzched,
or protoct.iﬁ and defensive or overanxious. The latier group tendsncy seemed
to prevail however, The mother of a fifteen year old boy, felt to be a rigid,
depriving and dominating woman, appeared to be overanxious primarily because of
the fact that the boy had gotten into trouble. She was unable to recognise any
difficulty the child might be experiencing, or anything aside from the faet
that the boy had caused trouble. She governed her relatlonship to him accorde
|4inly, thus intensifying the alresady strained family atmosphere.

Another factor in the parents' reactions to the problems of the child
i3 the feeling on their part of being involved in the child's problems them-
selves, That is, d they feel that they may be contributing to, or are a part
of the problems, The mother in the example cited avove felt completely apart
from the causal factors while it was fell that the child wes clearly reaeting
to the sttitude exhibited by his mother, In Table XXIV, it can bs noted that
the most predominate coneept of involvement was felt to be one of non-sscepte
ance, Ambivalent attitudes were the next most frequent, whnile aeceptance of
their iavolvement was reflected hy only thres of the mothers and two of the

fathers,




TABLE XXIV
CQONCEPT OF IRVOLVEMENT IN CHILD'S PROBLEM

Attitude Mother TOTY  pother
Acceptance 3 2
Non-Acceptance  }1 9
Ambivalence 9 2
Unknown 1 8

As an ingrediant to the sclution of the child's problem through the use of
paychotherapy, or to the acceptance of advice or other recommendations, it
appeared on the basis of recognising their involvement that the parents of
these children tended toward an inability to make little use of these memnuj
Related to this was the ;tt&tuda, which for the most part was away

from making use of treatment facilities in t&u form of psyechotherapy. In pree
penting this concept to them, an accepiing or eazer attitude was indicative of

pn].y one mother and one father.
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TARLE XXV
ATTITUDE TOWARD THERAPY FOR SELF

Attitude Mother Pather
Eager for, or Ascepting 1 1
Ambivalent L 1
No Personal Need, but

if Hecessary 7 2
Reluctant, Resistive,

Refusing 10 7
Unknown S 9

This seemed to be a further indication of the impracticality of their being
amenable to partisipating in treatment themselves to the end of helping the
ohild in his conerete problen,

From the material in this chapter it was noted that there were face
tors within the homes of most of the children, such as the loss of a parent,
which did, or could have an influence in their adjustment, C(enerally, the
children were in good physical health, but moderately or severely disturbed on
the emotiocnal level, The parents of the children tended heavily toward psychoe
neurosis or character disturbance and there was also evidence of stsained pare
ental relationships in the cases where the parents were living together. In
the parent-child relationship there was an inclination on the part of the pare
ent toward a oritical and depreclative, a controlling and rizid, and s punitive
attitude toward the child., Aoting out through the child was also frequent in
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appearance, The greatest nmumber of difficulties appeared in the area of so-
cially unacceptable acts with disobedience with a hostile component, truaney,
temper, lying and stesling being the most frequent, Personslity difficulties
were the primary difficultles of eleven children, but moat of these children
reflected some trouble in this area. Restless and excitable behavior was the
mont common charasteristic of these difficulties., Learning defects and somatic)
synptoms were less evident as primary problems, but they did seem to be aspuetﬂ
within the other primery problem sress. The prevailing parental reasiion to-
ward the child's primary problem was annoyange, indifference and pwmuwmzq
as well as an inebility to see any problem, They evidenced a stronz tendency
away from recognising any involvsment on their part ir; the ohild's problems,

83 well a= toward participating in treatment toward the end of modifying the
prodblem situation,




CEAPTER IV

DISPOSITION OF THE PLACIMERT RECOMMENTATIONS
AND THE ADJUSTMENT OF THE CHYLIREA

It i3 presluded on the basis of their diagnoastic examinations at
IJR that the best plan for the echildren of this study group would involve thelr
removal from surroundings giving rise to their problems and placement in & more
beneficial sstiing., Flacements, as indicated ssriler, serve the main purpose
of providing a more satisfactory swrounding for the child, and the specifie
type of plasement would seem to be contingent upon the needs of the child as to
whether he is in nesd of psychotherapy, group setting, or & corrective and
vholesome family experionce of the type provided by a foster home, 'Mhisn the
shortoomings of the achild's surroundinge and his problems are recognised
early, there would seem to be s betber chince for sucoess in his placement,
Changes made between birth and six or seven years would seex to be more effeo~
tual because of the flexidility in child's developing personality,r Later
than this, after six or seven the persomality strooture iz more organized and
less influenced by a new evniromment. At, and after puberty, changes in en-
viromment in the form of placement would appear to render progressively dimine
ishing returns,

s 1 Gerald Pearson, imotionsl Digorders of Children, Hew York, 15k9,

k2
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It is often sald that a foster home or placement can be found for
almost any child regardless of behavior problems or offsuses 2 It would soem,
however, that the problems of these children, their ages, and their families
would be rather realistic factors and would, to a large extent, point toward
some difficulties in effecting their placement.

Tt is intended within this chapter to examine mome of the plans that
were offeated following the recommendations for the placement of the study
group, thinking in terms of some of the factors which make for, or do not make
for placement. Amonz these are the difficulties encountered by the probation
officers in attempting placement, the attituds on the part of the parent and
the ohild, as wn as the adjustment to the plan that followed, and the subgse-
quent delincuent acts that have occourred,

The averagze time elapsing from the filing of the application for
exanination at IJR until the receipt of the recomendations for plscement by
the Family Court was three and one half montha, The minimum time was one month
vhile the maximum time elapsing was eight months. Several cases, because of
the emergent mature of the child's problem were seen sconer than those children
whose difficulties were not felt to be emergent. Then teo, i1 several instan~
ces geveral were held up longer than the average length of time pending t\ba
receipt of udditiaml dats from other agencies that have known the child,

The recommendations took the form of primarily recommencing place-~
ment with suggestions as to the tvpe of placement which would be of most bcmrfT

2 Herbert D. Williams, "Foster Homes for Juvenile Delinquents,”
Federal Probation and Parole, September, 1949, L3. |
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to the child, rather than indloating specific settings or piacemnts. Place~
ments of the type shich would offer stable relationships, protective settings
and thoss where the child would receive help in eatablishing controls, were
reccomended for twelve children, | Settings with a psychotherapeutic orientation|
were suggested for three children while placement with possible treatment at
TJR was indieated in tw imstances, In the cases of two children, where it was
felt the parents would be unable to accept the recommendations, alternate plans
resommending either placement, or remaining in the home while under the super-
vision of the gourt, Fermanent foster homes were felt to be advisable for
three children and & group institutional setting and hospital placement for two
others, The plans for placement formulated prior to the examination by the
court were confirmed in the cases of four children,

Following the examination, the staff confererce, snd the recommendae
tion for placement, interviews were conducted at IJR with the parents of sixe
teen of the children towsrd the end of sxplaining the findings to them and to
help them to recognize the situation resulting in the recommendation for place-
ment., The completion intervicws are ordinarily conducted by a staff member at
IJR. In addition to the completion interviews, the recommendations of fourteen
of the children were reviswed by the Flacement Commitiee at IJR and in every
case the recommendations for placement were supported, In two of these cases,
the Placement Committee suggested alternate plans of having the child remain
in the home under the supervision of the court, while making the facilities of
IJR available in the event they ahould feel a need to return for help., It was
also felt advisable on their part that the court assume oustody of two of the

children to prevent the interfersnce of the mothers, whom they felt would |
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sabotage any treatment in the form of placement,

In interpreting the recommendstions for placement in the completion
interviews there was evidence of resistance in the form of a negative reaction
on the part of the parents of aix of the children., In eight instances of these|
interviews, there was apparent scceptamce by the adults, and in one case the
father had already effected the placement of his son, Conflict was evident as
to the scoeptance or the rejection of the recommendations on the part of one
mother, On one oseasion the completion interview had been handled by the court]
probation officer who had been present at the diagnostic staff conference,

Although recommendations for placement had been meds for the entire
atudy group of twenty-eight children, the dispositions of only twentyesix
children could be noted, Of the total mmber of _twnty-aix children studied,
ninsteen experisnced placement following their examinations and recommendations|
for placement, Seven of the children were not »laced., Of the nineteen chile
dren placed, three of them had already been living in placement before the
recommendations were made, while two others were placed along the lines of
Family Court planning before recommendations were received hy the Court. The
plans of two children living in placement were changed as a result of the
recommandation, both of them from an institutiona: plscement to a foster home
placement, The types of placements effected can be seen in Table XIVI,




TABLE XXVI
DISPOSITION OF CASES POLLOWING PLACEMENT RECOMMENUATIONS

Disposition Frequency
Hot Placed ., + o o o o o 3+ % o o 7
m’d - » . [ L) ) * - ) 3 * 19

Foster Home . o« .« .« ﬁ
Boarding School + . » ;
Military School , .
Institution (Gormticml)
Institution (Hospital). .
Relative « & 8 e @

o« & 2 & & %
« " 8 8 8 e
. & s B &
* # o 8 » @
* 5 & &% e &
. * A 2 »
« » ¥ ¥ s @
W R TE

The initisl placements of fifteen of the children were made by the
Family Court through the probstion officer, while the parents of four children,
two with the assistance of the probation officer, effected the placement of
their own children, Although ten children were referred to privats child
placement agencies following the receipt of the recommendation by the Court, at
the time of this study there was eﬁdma in the csse records that only two
children had participated in any planning on the part of thess sgencles to the
extent of being placed,

The average length of time that elapsed between the receipt of the
recommendations and the placement of the children aside from those already in
placement, was three months,
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TABLE XXVIX
TIME PHROM RECETPT OF RECOMMENDATION TO PLACEMENY

Time

M(ﬁ‘m » * L L -
Less than One %uhh .
DPuring 1 Month to 1‘99 nont.hs
Turing 2 Months to 2,99 YMonths
Daring 3 Months to 3.99 Months
More than !& Months * e »

E

* & & o 5 8
* % % 5 « ®
.- 5 » & o »
* 8 & & & @
" 2 % & 3 &
AR AV AV S o o

Of the two cases that required more than four months to effect plscement, one
was the commiiment of the mentally defective child, He was placed one year
and n:!.xiu months following the recommendation because of the contiming efforts
on the part of the parents to cope with him, In the other case the parents
made placement after six months, As a group, the recommendations seemed to be
instrumental in the probation officers' planning, and in most instances action
was taken rather quickly on their part to effect placement,

There was evidence of difficulty in relation to effecting plucements
in the cases of seven of the nineteen children, Attempte by either the court
or private child placement agencies were umsuccesaful., In three instances the
probation officer found that no placement possibilities were &ﬁilabla.
Fingnelsal difficulties of the family caussed delay in the cases of two children
while age and intelligzence restrictions wers obstacles in placing two others,
Because of these difficulties, the types of placements which were desired wers
changed before a possible placement could be made, For example, attempts by
both Lutheran Charities and Family Court were unsuccessful in locating an
opening wherein psychotherapy would be available, As a result the boy was

placed in a temporary foster home pending further plamning, Ths foster pnrcm1
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were unable to cope with him and he was returned to his home. In another
instance a boy was committed to the Parental School when no private placement
could be found in line with recommendations for an institutional placement withL
consistent external controls. The probation officer in this case made a number
of inquiries, but all proved to be unsuccessful, When no loocal openings were
found to be available, attempts were made out of state, but again with little
success bacause of long waiting ldastas,

The biggest obstacle in the planning for placement in regard to the
seven children who were not placed was the resistance on the part of the pare
ents, In four instances this made placement impossible, An exanmple can be
cited in the case of one father who threatened to divorse the mother, thus
breaking up the home, in the event his child was removed from their custody.
Ons of the other difficulties emsountered, in addition to pereantal resistance,
in attempting to make plagements for these children was the fact that there
were no openings available, on imquiries made by the probation officer,

The attitudes of the parents in their approsch Lo the placements
sffected appeared on the face of things to be one of acceptance., Of the total
of the ninetesn children placed, the parents or guardians of fifteen of them
went alorg with ths plans in an aseepting or sooperative mannsr, ibn-aecepte
ance was evident in three inatances of placement and there was one sxtreme
example of ambivalence.

In three of these cases evaluated as accopting, there was initial
| resiatance to any planning for placement, It appeared, however, that the
seriousness of the problem in relation to the child's presence in the home

indicated to the perent that some change be made, Related to this problem is
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the case of a boy who practiced, and contimued to practice objectionable sex
habits while in bis home. The mother, who initially refused plans te place,
recogmized the persistence of the problem and finally agreed to placement,
Delinquent acts subsequent to the recommendation for placement also seemed to
align the parents toward placement, In all of the cases of children placed
where overt parental resistance was evident, court commitments were necessary
to effect placement, All of these commitments were to the Parental School
with the exueption of one zirl who was oommitted to a home for girls, The
resistance on the part of one mother was so extreme that it took the form of
her creating an smotional scens in the court poom which necessitated her re-
moval, An imstance where resistance preventad placement was that of the mothen
of a fifteen year old girl, an euly shild, She was an extremely dependent
and ineffectusl person whose unsonscious needs seemed to be met through the
sexval aoting out on the part of the girl, The mother was fearful of being
separated from the girl and of being left alone in the event of the father's
death, The child herself was reluctant to return home, but ghe finally sgreed,
and further attempts were made by the court to handle this problem in the home,]
It was the plan of the court to encourage the family to use the casework sere
vices of & famlly agency as to allow for a more intensive service, This plan
sesmed to be materialising at the time of this study, in that the family had
initiated steps to follow through on this plan,

In looking at the happenings following the placements of the ninst

children, it was noted at the time of this study that ten of this group were
longer in placement, Of these ten, however, three had been reported to have
made an scceptable adjustment, Their removal was a result of lack of finances
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parental relocation, and comeitment expiration, Of the other seven children,
their removal was prompted largely by their failure to adjust in placement,

Two girls had run away from their foster home placements. Further acting out
on the part of the child resuliing in unecceptable bahavier was evident in
four cases, one of which rejuired that a girl be retwrned to the detention home,
The adjustment of one bov was negative at his plasement at the Parental School,
and it contimed to deteriorate following his release to his home, At this
point, the probation afﬁaar attempted to make further plans in regard to a
more permanent placement, but the resistance on the part of the mother and the
child prevented sny other plan from being effected.

 Adequate adjustments were made by five of the nine children who
remained in placement, A report from a boarding school in relation to a boy
pointed out a good adjustment after one year and two months of placement,
Another hoy of eight was adjusting "very well® following his removal from his
institutional placement and replacement in the home of his grandparents, After
an indtial difficulty in which she ren away from placement, a girl of fifteen
was felt to be getting along well after her return to the school in which she
was placed, There was no evidence as to the degree of gdjuamt in the cases
of four shildren who, in addition to the five mentioned above remained in
their plagements,




TABLE XXVIII

PLACEMENT ADJUSTMENT

Adjustment Remainin: in Placemert’ henpved
Good 3 0
3atiafactory 2 3
Failure to Adjust 0 7
Urienown b 0

In the {nstances of the children who had not been placed, the parents
of two children desoribed the adjustment of their children as good, In three
other instances it was felt to be satisfactory. There was subsequent diffi-
culty in regard to one girl and no evidence in another who did not experience
placement. The adfustment of the oldest boy in this study growp for whom an
slternate plan of remaining in his home under court supervision was recommended
was good up to, and also after his enlistment in the Merines, A mother who had
changed places of residence in an attempt to provide a better atmosphere for
her e¢hild reported a good adjustment, This factor of enviremmental conditions
in which they were living, was pointed out to the wother ag stimulating her
ason's behavior to some extent., Although she resisted placement, | she made her
own decision to make & change in residence, The situation wherein the father
had threatened to break up the family if his child was removed, was recorded
as improved by the mother. In the cases of two adolescent girls, the mothers
indicated satisfaction with their behavi-r, although both mothers were felt to




. ] 52
be acting out through the shild,

For the total group of twenty-six children, delinquent acts subse-
quent to placement or noneplacement, was noted in the cases of seven children,
Five of the children who were placed were responsible for delinquent acta while|
thare were two children involved among those children who were not placed.

The latter two instances wers both girls whose acts took the form of staying
awvay from home and besoming involved in sexual difficulties, Of the five who
had been among t:ose placed, there were two girls who had run away from home,
one boy involved in auto theft and another in stealing money. Fighting with a
knife, tullying and sex play wers the acts of the remaining eleven year old
boy. This last boy's behavior seemed to become a problem following his reutrn |
from placement where improvement had originally been noted, As a result of
this boy's M Lriculties in returning home, he was again removed and returned

to his originsl placement,

M‘”, in placements were noted in regsrd to four children, On one
oocasion, a boy was released from his commitment to be plased in a dependent
ehildren’s home in 1line with tha plancing of a private child placing ageney.
In the other, the probation officer moved & child from & temporary care foster
home t0 a group setting in a children's home, Another boy, was releassd to his
home following his emergency commitment to the Parental Sahool pending his
placement at Children's Village in Now York where trsatment facilities would be
available to him, He spent approximately seven at Children's ¥illage when he
was removed by his father who claimed financial hardship, The father's atti-
tude, howsver, had bsen charasterized by interference and indecision. He
{initially refused saveral )
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for various reasons, and did not consent to placement until the Loy had
gotten into further trouble following his release from his emergency commitment,
After the father removed the boy from Children's Village where he seamed to be
on the point of making an adjustment, the boy became involved in the theft of
an auto and runaing sway from home. This sction on his pert resulted in his
violation of a Federal Statute and his cormitment to a Federal Correctional
Sehool,

At the termination of this study, the ocases of ten of these twenty-
six ohildren had been closed by the Family Court. Five of these closings were
wuse of improvement, two because of supervision bty other sgencles, and threel
as being over age or relocated,

From a oconsideration of the entire group there was evidance in the
records at Family Court of efforts on the part of the probation officer to
follow through on the resommsndations of IJR. Within this chapter it was
further found that the average length of time from the applicetion for exanine
ation until the receipt of the recommendadions for placament was three and one
half montha, snd that the recommendations took the form of primarily recoamende
ing placement with suggestions as to the type of placement rather than the
speeific setting or plase. Completion interviews with the parents following
examination were conducted in more than one-half of the cases. Of this group,
half of them displaved an acceptence of the recommendations, while there was
evidenne of resistance on the part of the other parents, Only one was handled
by a court probation officer vho had partieipated in the staff conference at
IJR. Of the total group of twentyesix for whom the dispositions of them

recommendations were available, ninetesn exverisnced plasement following
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recommendations, while seven did not. Five of the number placed were already
in placement prior to the receipt of the placement recormendation, The recome
mendations, however, resulted in changes in placement for two of the chi’dren
who had already been placed, Fifteen of the placemenis wore made by the Family
Court through the probation officer while four childre: were placed by thelr
parents, Private child placing agen:ies were insturmental in the placement
planning of only one ehild, while more than one-hall of the children had besn
referred to them, Boarding schoola, foster homes and institutional placements
were found most readily and three months was the average time neceded to effect
plasement,

Laok of available placements, financial difficulties, age and intelw
ligence restrictions were obstacles resulting in a changs in placenent plans
for seven children, Of the children not placed, parental reslstance wes the
biggest 4ifficulty. Attitudes of sccepbance wers exhibited by the parents in
relation to the children who were placed, although court commitments were
necesgary where there was extreme resistance. The recurrence of problems sube
sequent to thelr exsmination also seemed to lend itself to the parents' scoept-
ance of placement, In the happenings following the children who were plmé,
it was found that ten of the placements were rather short lived, removal being
prompted largely by failure to adjust in plasement, The adjustmanty of the
children not placed was desoribed by the parents as satisfactory or good,
although there were two instances of subsequent delinquent scts. Five echildven]|
from the group experiencing placement were invelved in subsequent delinquent
Jacts. Changes were made in the cases of four children following their initial

placement, largely because of the temporary neture of their initial placement,




CHAPTER V
SUMMARY ANG COSCLUSION

From the contents of the foregoing chapters, it was indicated that
the children of this study group were, in general, rhysically healthy, intel=
lectually aversge children who were reacting in a soeially unaceeptable manner
to problems that appeared to arise from their home surroundings, and for the
most part, from the personslities of the parents in the swroundings. The
| ehildren tended toward a moderute or severe disturbance and their problems werel
reflected in their total personalities, rather than being eonﬁm 0 one pare
ticular phase or avea, Their diffioulties in turn had a tendency to bring them
to the attention of the court. It was a desire for a more thorough understands
ing of the child's behavior and assistance in planning for him that prompted
the Pamily Court to use the services of IJR,

The reccemendations which indicated that the child be removed from
the surroundings giving rise to hias difficulties suggested the type of setting
which would best seem to meet his needs. It appeared that the primary emphasis|
was in the necessity for stable and warm relationships away from the problem-
creating situations, \

In the utiligation of the recommendations, attempts were made on the
part of Family Court to follow along the lines suggested in the recommendations]
and placements were effected in all but ssven cases, Difficulties were
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encountered in finding the beat possible placements for the child if aprropri-
ate placements or openings were not available, This seemed to necessitate a
modification of plan if placements were not to be effected, Many of the
placements appeared temporary in nature although at the conclusion of this
study nine of the ohildren were still in placement and ware apparently adjuate
ing.

Another big factor in effecting placement was the resistivensss or
reluctance and uncooperativensss on the part of the parents. This attitude
shich prevented the utilization of treatment facilities at IJR was also a
factor making for difficulties in instances after placements were made, It
semmed that the seriousness of the situation wherein the ehild was a concern
of the court lended itself 1o effecting the referral of the parent and child
to IJR and the subsequent placements. This resistanne on the part of the pare
ent prevented placement in several instances, necessitiating the sourt commite
ment of the child or the utilisation of some plan other than placement.

Within this group there was 1ittle partiocipation on the part of prie
vate or public child placement agencies although their services were sought in
approximately ons-half of the cases.,

0f the mmber of children who were initially placed but subsequently
removed, it appeared that their removal was due to their unacceptable behavior
which menifested itself in their placements, They were then returned to their
homes, where there was apparent adjustment in sevaral cases, under the super=
vision of the court,

One of the problems that this study seems to point out is the need |
for placements which would mest the perticulsr needs the children of this
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group had, In conjunction with this there would seem to be a need for a more
specialiged and integrated placement program to effect the placement of these
children, The inability on the part of the publle and private placing agencies
to asswme the responsibility of placing these children seems to highlight the
ineressing demand made on the court in the area of child placement which is not
ita primery purpose,

In conclusion, it would seem that the findings and recommendations
by IJR are instrumental in the Family Court's work with this group of childrenm,
and attempts were made to utilise them in almost every case. Limitations,
however, in the form of facilitles, the demands in the area of placement on
the Family Court, as well as the attitudes éf the families appeared to prevent
the best plan from being effected, It was also found that the problems of the
child were instrumental in his removal from placement, Meating the need for
facilities to cope effectively with the acting out child is an increasing
problem, and efforts toward solution will certainly benefit the children with
difficulties similar to this study group who face removal in the future,
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