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CHAPTER I
STATEMENT OF THE FROBLEM

”!~!In order to attain her objectives, a teacher must know
her students as perfectly as she can, both their ine-school and
out-of-school life, as 1t 1s the two combined that make the come
plete individual. Much has already been done in the fileld of
education to utﬁéy and improve in-school life, but much less has
been attempted in the field of the leisure activities of child-
hood. This knowledge of interests, play, and other recreation
can be readily utilized in the teaching prefession. Instructing

youth 1is much more effective when teachers are aware of the ace-

tivities children enjoy and vhen school work is related to these.|

School can be 80 much more vital when the pupils learn the basic
facts in terms that are realistic to them and within their own
range of 1ntorastu;ﬂ

In this thesis I have underteken a study of the leisure
activities of my pupils. In choosing this tople, I did some pre-
liminary research to see if my problem had already been under-
taken. On discovering that my consideration of the problem had
not been treated similarly before, I did not do any intensive

1
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reading on the problem as I did not want to be prejudiced in any
way in determining my results., The boys and girls used in my
study range in age from nine to eleven years. The children come
from professional family groups whose financial income is far
above the average. All the familles of these children own their
own homes, Thelr residences generally boast of a front and back
lawn, and many of these families have their own gardens and
flower plots which beautify the area. About one~third of these
families also possess one or two pleces of playground equipment .
in their own yard; several have their own outdoor poocls.

During the past year, by means of a self-made ;ﬁéé&w'-v
list, 1 endeavored to discover every game my pupils played, every
hobby they enjoyed, every trip they took, every radioc and tele=-
vision program they heard and watched, every boock they read,
every musical talent they utilized, every out-of-school organisza-
tion they were affiliated with, every type of playground equip-
ment they used, and every extra chore they undertook, Forty-one
children participated in this activity, twenty girls and twenty-
one boys. Dasily the children marked their activities on this
check l1ist. Through it I was able to discover the changes in
leisure activities acecording to seascn, and also the changes
caused by growth and dsvelopment during the nine month period.

It was amusing to note that some games are not affected by sea~
song or growth, but that at very definite timee, in fact almost

. -
i

N
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overnight, an activity will spring up and just as quickly die out




to mske way for another one. .

In conducting this study I came upon several unfore-
seen problems. Before school opened, 1 undertook to make a check
1ist using my own personal recollections and the experience of my
past teaching as a gulde. To my great surprise I discovered
that I was not aware of half of the activities in which my stu-
dents engaged. This fact was brought to my attention by the
many individual sdditions listed In the spaces left for such at
the end of each classification. Consequently, I found it neces~
sary to meke a new and much more comprehensive check 1ist later
in the year.

Several difficulties arcose in the radio and television
section, Being s religious teacher, I wvas not familiar with
television and the programs it offered, as my many pursuits kept
me from enjoying such recreation. Consequently, I found thet
some children in indicating thelr programs listed them under the
company sponsoring the program, others under leading stars in the
program, and still others under the regular title listed in the
newspaper. rhis led to some confusion, since the same program
vas listed on my final tabulation sheet as three separate pro-
grams. On becoming aware of this situation, my pupils and 1
decided upon the exsgot title by which the program should be
listed. Adjustment was made on the tabulation record and that
situvation was cleared. The next difficulty lay in the fact that
80 many programs were transient. I desired to discover which
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nrograms the children liked beat withqpt any coaching or blasing

on my part. 'Therafore, this year 1 purposely made no reference
to desirable and undesiradble programs, but rather trusted in the
discretion of the parents. Gome progrems, such ug, Hopalong Cas-
sidy, f8pace Cadet, and Kukla, Fran, and Ollle, were greatly en- |
Joyed by the majority of the students, but because these programs
discontinued during the year, the total rating is lower than
would otherwise be indicated had they continued. However, in the
monthly comparisons, it was noted which programs ceased and which
other programs were substituted in their place.

Another problem arose in the classification of movies.
On the check 1ist the movies were classiflied according to twenty-
one types., We had a discussion at the begimning of the term on
what the types were and vhat each included. 8ince I did not
attend these movies myself, I had to depend upon the judgment of
the ehildren in this matter. Some students had difficulty select-
ing the specific type, since several types could be found in sonme
movies, We decided, then, to classify the movies under the type
that predominated. If some pupil still had difficulty deciding
which type was most evident, we discussed this matter in our
weekly class meﬁtihg with the other students who had seen the
show. In this wsy we endeavored to minimigze the smount of error.

The section on Tring also presented its problems. Just
what would one consider a trip? Did it have to be to some out-
of-the-city place? We declded that any place other than home,
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church, school, and the thester should be listed. Thus,‘tripa
could include anything from visiting u'friend‘s or relative's
house to vacationing in Florida,

Regarding Recreational Reading, we classified the books
resd according to type rather than title. 1In completing this
gsection of the check list, I had the children write the name of
the book, the author, and the type they thought it was. They had
been prepared to do this in a previous class meeting.

Another section on Hobbies brought up the question:
What 1s a hobby? A hobby, we concluded, was any sctivity in
which we gathered, collected, or assembled a number of objJects of
the same type and kept them for our future enjoyment, This def-
inition made it relatively easy for the cehildren to list thelr
collections.

There was not any particular problem dealing with Music
and Dancing other than the gquestion as to vhether definite les-
sons had to be taken before they could be listed on the check
l1ist., It was deocided that any recreation taken in these forms
could be listed.

1!he section entitled Organigstions praaented,ouly one
minor problem. Several children had formed various neighborhood
elubs and they inquired whether these could be listed as organi-
zgations, Some of these groups met only onece or s few times, and
then, due to the changeablanoss of youth, were dropped complete=-
ly. 1If the club met more then once, the children were reguested
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to 1ist it as an organization. ]

Regarding the use of playground equipment, instead of
considering the number of times the children used the varilous
equipment in one day, they checked the day on which they played
on this equipment., Hence, in one week, a total of no more than
seven points could be indicsted for any one plece of equipment.

The last section of the check list consisted of all the
extra duties the children did sround their home or neighborhooed.
No problem was raised here.

I have attempted to state the problem and the purpose
of this thesis in the above paragraphs. The following chapters
will discuss each of these headings and their findings: Cames,
Hobbies, Movies, Radlo and Television, Trips, Recreational Read-
ing, Music and Dancing, Urganizations, FPlayground Equipment, and
Other Duties. A copy of a blank check list can be found in
Apvendix I. In conclusion, I wigsh to state that this paper was
made possible through the fine, cooperstive effort of my forty-
one students. At times during the year, when interest ebbed, a
little pep talk was all thaut was noeded to arouse renewed effort.
Through their persevering endeavor, may this thesis help readers
to understand the child in an intarmediate‘graﬁe more completely.




CHAPTER II
GAMES

From a concentrated study of a group of children's pley
sctivities over a definite period of time, one is able to gather
valuable information which may lead to a fuller understanding of
other children of the same age and soclal bracket. GCames are one
of the main phases of leisure activities; conseguently, they
shall receive the prominent position in this work. Throughout
the entire nine months of the past school ye:r, my students dally
recorded the play Aotivities in wvhich they participsted. By
means of this study I wes able to detect the differences in
children's choices--differences caused by seascnal changes, by
growth both mentally and physleally, and by the desire to conform
to the group. Occasionally outside influences which I shall exe
plain later also had & share in the cholce.

It is a definite fect that games are affected by sea-
sonal changes; this was readily noted from the results of the
monthly comparisons. In September, such games as red rover, hide
and-go-seck, cops and robbers, rumming relays, dodge ball, keep
away, badminton, yo-yos, and bieycling received greatest atten-

7
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tion, bieyecling far exceeding any other activity.

October was definitely tootbkll month for the boys;
the girls centered thelr fun mainly on playing ghosts and "0h,
fusannah." FHere one can see the influence holidays have on
choice. |

During Kovember, basketball became the favorite indoor
game for both boys and girls since wa have excellent facilities
for such sports at our school. This was the month of the first
snowfall; consequently, snowballing, bullding of forts, and
follow the leader were the cholicest outdoor means of entertalne-
ment. I was amused to note that follow the leader was classed as
a £irst in this month, Probably this was due to the fact that
children enjoyed hopring in sach other's footrrints in the snow,

December came, bringing with 1t definite preference for
Jacks, trains, whittling, dolls, pom pom, amateur shows, and king

of the mountain, The majority of these games for this month were|
of the quieter indoor tyre. This was most likely because of the
weather. There were several hesvy snowfalls, but the snow was
not the right type for such activities as tobogganing and sled-
ding. The weather was not cold enough to warrant an ice pond
for skating. The boys particularly delighted this month in
knocking each other off the huge mounds of snow crested by the
snow plow,.

The new year opened with ice skating being the favorité

sport; sliding on ice and snow carving were close seconds.
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Other sports which rated the highest scores during this éanth
were tobogganing, quick on the draw, cﬁurch, soldlers, chemistry
set, checkers, chess, crafts, schoocl, sleigh riding, skiing,
detective, bullding blocks, and hockey. I belleve some of these
sports recelved added impetus because of the pupils' having re-
ceived these games or this equipment as Christmas gifts.

February introduced the cowboy and Indian season., It
also marked tﬁe opening of the pingrong tournaments. Other ac-
tivities worthy of mention in this month were playing with dogs,
drawing, painting, parchesi, cars, bingo, and dressing up. And
hand manipulated puppets made their appearance at this time.

March, according to the results of this study, was the
gquietest month of the year. Few new games made their apprearance.
The only activities performed often encugh to be mentioned were
boxing, cards, reading, archery, five hundred baseball, and spud.
The girls delighted in playing house. Many activities previously
mentioned were enjoyed but not nearly so often as in former
months,

April marked the beginning of the basebsll, volleyball,
and Jump rope season. The weather was Just right for the flying
of kites. Nelghborhood gangs met in the evening to enjoy red
light.

The prominent games and activities for the month of May
included tag, marbles, hop-scotch, tennis, roller skating, broad

Jumping, high jumping, fishing, horseback riding, croquet, and
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golf, Other activities for this month closely resenbled those
for September.

In general, these games di1d not spring up and run their
course in the one month mentioned. Host of them followed the
normal curve. The month designuted was the one in which they
reached their peak.

Physical growth also affects play activity. This wes
evident when the younger students in my ¢lass as a whole tended
to prefer the more individuelistic, imaginative types of '"made~-
up" games rather than the organiged play of the older children.
Between the ages of nine and eleven, there is a distinet differ-
ence in msturation. Ny nine-year-old puplls and early ten-year-
olds preferred pretence games. They enjoyed pretending they were
stage cosch robbers, fairies, nurses, movie stars, amateurs, gar-
deners, statue makers, rich ladles, poor ladies, house decora-
tors, road makers, hunters, princesses, rodeo riders, car racers,
pirates, printers, fortune tellers, bankers, secretaries, and
artists. Acting out many professions was a source of much fun
for them. The later ten-.year-olds and the eleven~year-olds, on
the gontrary, banded together and preferred more competitive
games such s8 basketball, baseball, volleyball, football, pome
pom, keep away, marbles, running relays, tennis, hockey, and the
like, This class as a whole had s very fine spirit. Each memben

wak oconsidered an active part of the social groupjy yet there

were two very distinet groups when it came to play. This would
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definitely seem to indicate that grewt? plays an 1mp0rté;t part
in the children's selection of their favorites.

Besides seasonal chenges and maturation, three other
factors had a definite influence on the children's play activi-
ties. The puplls enjoyed imitating several of their favorite
radio and television programs. Thus on reading the statistlical
list of gsmes one will notice such titles as quick on the draw,
truth or ¢ nsequences, I love Lucy, exploring for fosails, vhat's
uy line, spara enlet, beat the clock, and quir kids. |

Another important factor was a carry over of school
activities. In our art program in school, the children learned
such things as finger painting, frechand drawing, soap carving,
snow carving, and other crafts. The enjoyment that the children
recaived from this in-achool activity resulted in a frequent
repetition of 1t in their leisure time.

It was surprising to note that some games sSprang up as
if overnight and Just as culekly were dropped alter several weeks
of intense play. The one in particular to vwhich I am referring
is the use of the yo-yo. For a long stretch of time no sign of
yo-yos was in evidence. Then one dey a salesman, who could do
nany tricks with the yo-yo, apreered on our school grounds during
the noon recess and gave several demonstrations. 4s if by magle
yo-yos appreared on all sides; blg, little, young, and ©old had
thex and enjoyed performing many antics with them. Even competie

tive deﬁanstratienﬁ werse held in which the winner won anothser yo-
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yo. These factors, then, play an important part in infi;encing
children's sports and game life. '

One other interesating problem should be mentioned. In
compsring sex differences in cholice of games, I noticed that
girls will play practically everything that the boys play. DNothe
ing, not even football, will deter them. But this statement can-
not be reversed. Boys definitely will have nothing to do with
any game which is typically considered a girl's sport. There~
fore, such activities as dolls, house, drop the hat, grown~-ups,
drop the handkerchief, Pollyanns, Captain may I, fairles, nurse,
queen, princess, and the like are distinetly feministiec in type,
and rather than be classifiecd a "slssy", the boys lesve them
solely for the girls. There is an evident "hands-off" attitude
among the boys in this regard,

In summery, we have seen thst games are influenced by
seasonsl changes, mental and physlical maturation, othsr outside
influences, and sex differences. The following nege contains a
table giving examples to prove that certain factors do affect

ganes.




TABLE 1

EXAMPLES PROVING CERTAIN FACTORS AFFECT GAMES

Factors
Affecting

~

-
Spring

Choice ¢ Seasonal Changes 9 Autumn

of
Games

Winter

[ Baseball
Volleyball
Jump rope
Kite flying
Broad jumping
High Jumping
|_Horseback riding

Bieyecling

1 Football

Basketball

(King of the
Mountain

Tobogganing
Sleigh riding

4 Ice skating

Hockey
Snow carving

_Sliding on ice
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TABLE I (continued)
EXAMPLES PROVING CERTAIN PACTORS AFFECT GAMES

PIOunger ;
children {P"w‘“ games

-
Mental and

Physical Growth )

Older
| children {c°m?“t1t1Vﬁ games

Factors
iffecting Girls play all games
Choice < Sex Differences
of Boys will not play girl ganmes
Games

Outside Influences
.

Demonstrations
Transfer of ine-school activities




CHAPTER II1
HOBBIES.

Life ® a child is like a treasure trove of surprises.
It is not a monotonous day by day struggle. To the young, life
is vital, exeiting, chuck-full of pleasures snd fun. Pein and
unplessantnesses are locked upon as accidentals, This most likee
ly 1s true because of their many and varled interests. There 1s
always something new to learn, something interesting to see, or
something eduecational to experience. Life is a thrilling sdven-
ture, A child with multiplied interests cannot find minutes
enough in a day to accomplish his many plens, much less can he
find time to waste in futlle or harmful activities., That is why
it is s0 very expedient to channel and cultivate these interests.
If permitted unrestrained freedom in this respect, children will
coliect most anything, Hobbles, which may prove most beneficisl
to mental health in later life, will find their beginning here.

This yesar I made the attempt to familiarize myself with
the hobbles of my students and to put them into statistlcal form
so that through this method other readers and I would be able to

note another phase of children's out-of-school activity.

15
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Firty-two hobbies were listed as playing an active
part in the interests of these forty-one children; 1in some
cases, many children enjoyed the same hobby. HMHost of the hobbie
were collections of items such as stamps, candy, popsicle and gwj
wrappers, charms, matchbooks, playing cards, baseball, football,
and other sport pictures, pressed leaves, holy plctures, medals,
gun shells, stones, coins, photographs, autographs, marbles,
paper dolls, box tops, sea swils, tin foll, post cards, bottle
caps, old clocks, and jewelry, Other children spent much lel-
sure time asseunbling such objects as boats, alrplanes, cars, and
Jigsaw pugzles. Enjoyment was also found in sewing, cooking,
knitting, crocheting, embroidering, making puppets, msking valen=
tines, modelling swords, masking sampiers, listening to records,
mounting butterflies and bugs, weaving and beadwork, gardening,
and keeping e dlary. As one can readily see, all of these hobe
bies are educational and willi prove beneficial in many ways to
the c¢hild himself and to those who ssocliate with him, I found
that in these intermediate grade children the most popular hobe
bies were the collecting of stamps, gun shells, playing cards,
sport plctures, and initiation into the culinary art,

Seas ns had an effect on the collection of sport pice
tures and pressed leaves, gardening mstivities, and the mounting
of butterflies and bugs. In the football season, football playe
ers' pictures were in great demand. Then the basebull season

came, bringl
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white Sox, the Yankees, the Glants, the Dodgers, and others. The
remaining three activities mentiocned were performed during all
seasons, winter excepted. None of the other hobbles were af-
fected by seasonsl changes.,

Again certain hobbies had their beginnings in events
that occurred during the year. Our home and school associstion
conducted & bagaar during November., One booth at the bazaar cone-
tained collections of 0ld jewelry which the mothers had scrubbed
and shined ond sold again. 8Some of my students noticed thils vas
one of the most popular booths at the bazear. Shortly after,
these children showed me how many pleces of 0ld Jevelry they had
collected and shined untlil they flashed and sparkled from their
second coat of newness. I do not know vhether their mothers and
sisters approved of this engagement though. It was most amusing
to note that several boys were more interested in thiﬁ setivity
than the girls, probably becsuse they could see the money value
it held for them.

Mental and physical meturation had very little effect
on the cholice of hobties., I believe that is owing to the fact
that hobby interests spread over a wider mnge of time then games.

Most of the hobbies listed were enjoyed by both sexes.
Unly such activities as knitting, embroidering, crocheting, sevw-
ing, and the making of doll clothes and samplers were specificals
ly for the girls. I was quite armused at the number of boys ine-
terested in cooking, although their number fell far short of the
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girls' score.
In conclusion, hobbies are excellent means of keeping

the growing child's mind occupied in & useful manner. Interests
are varied and no matter what locality a child is in, this is a
valuable activity obtained very cheaply. All it costs is inter-
est and time.

The following page contains a table showing the number
of girls and boys of the twenty girls and twenty-one boys who
were interested and enjoyed the hoblbles listed.




TABLE II

PUPIL PARTICIPATION IN HOPRIFE

19

Hobbies

Modelling of:

Boats

Alrplanes

Cars
Making ofs

Swords

Valentines

Samplers

Puppets

Doll clothes
Enitting
Crocheting
Embroidering

Tatting

Sewing

Cooking
Gardening

Weaving and Feadwork
Mounting Butterflies

Listening to Records

Girls

O = O O

15

o

10

16

1¢

Boys

12
17

® O F WwWw WM O C O 0O O O H O W WM

Hobbies

Keeping a Disry
Collections ofs
Stamps
Charms
Matchbooks
Jewelry
Pressed Leaves
Autographs
Jigsaw Puzzles
Medsls
Gunshells
Stones
Coins
Photograprhs
Marbles
Paper Dolls
Box Tons
Sea Shells
Tin Foil
Bottle Caps

Girls

10

gt
HIN

MO OF MW F & WM N

Boys

ot
(e

o W R OO W ke ®OF O N e e FOod




TABLE I1 (continued)
PUPIL PANTICIPATION IN HOBRIES

Hobbles Girls|Boys | Hobbies Girls | Boys
0ld Clocks ¢ 1l Holy Pictures 12 11
Candy Wrappers 5 5 Baseball Fictures | 6 13
Yopsicle Wrappers L 2 Sport Plctures 8 12
Sum Wrappers 3 5 Football Pictures 1 10
Playing Cards 15 9 war Pictures 3
Fost Cards 1 | 1 | Movie Star Pictures 7
Airrlaene Plctures 7 vet Bpacemen
Bird Pictures 4 2 Fletures o d




CEAPTER IV
MOVIES

Chiildren's interests are frequently discovered in the
movies they attend. 4s 8 result of the study of movie preferen-
ces, I noticed that, in generzl, children's choices are quite
set. Keither seascrnal chonges nor growth and development in the
nine to eleven year cld range have much influence on the choice
of movies, 7Two outstanding factors chiefly affecting the choice
of wovies for e great number of my pupils were the Catholic
Esrald Citigzen's Movie List and class discussion. All of the
c¢hildren had been trained from esrly childhood to check with the
aprroved 1ist in our Catholie weekly paper. If the movie roted
Class 4, the children knew that from the angle of moral value
alone, there was nothing holding them back from attending. Host
of the children have been very careful about consulting the list
before visiting the neighborhood theater. Occasicnally during
the year if an undesirable movie was belng presented, the tcach-
ers encouraged the pupils to refrain from making their appaar&ncé
at the showhouse. Otherwise the cholice was left mainly to them.

On the whole, my pupils did not sttend movies frequerii-
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lyy there were 80 many other interests asnd activities that
caught the children's fancy. Only a few children attended weeke-
lyy very rarely did it hapren that several of them savw two
movies in & weck.

In our check list study, 1 classified the movies gc~
cording to twenty-one types. These types were declided upon by
the pupils and myself at a class meeting in the First week of
school. The types listed were religilous, animal, western, comedy,
crine, sport, musical, travel, wor, mystery, eviation, nature,
navy, cartoon, historical, romance, adventure, Indian, fantasy,
science, and news., As one csn readily see by this grouping, some
movies could be listed under seversl fypes~~a western movie would
very frequently contain Indlasn attscksy war rictures may include
aviation or navy maneuversi some movies could be comedies and
yet eontain music. We solved this problem by 1lsting each movie
under the most predominant type. Children who were unasble to de-
cide about the classification of the movies they saw, settled
their mind by asking the opinion of other children in the room
whe had seen the ssme show. In sore cases I was able to give my
assistance by reeding the movie previews from the Sunday paper,
Occasionally, the title itself gave the cue. Through these
[methods we endeavored to aliminaté as puch error as possible,.

The following table indicates the children's preferene

ces during the past year as determined by thelr attendance.
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TABLE III
NUMERICAL VALUE OF MOVIE PREFERENCES

Type : Girls | Boys Totalllrype Girls | Boys | Totsl)
Comedy 53 57 11¢ || Religious 12 13 | 25
Western 30 56 86 | Mystery 11 8 | 19
War 19 51 7C || Adventure 11 7 | 18
Animal 23 29 52 || Kavy 1l 8 9
Seisnce 20 22 42 || Travel 3 L 7
Huslcal 28 13 41 | Romance 6 1| 7
Fantasy 16 19 35 || Nature 1 5 6
Sport 1% 17 31 ||Crime 2 3 5
Indian 11 20 31 ||Aviation 2 2 th
Cartoon 19 i2 31 ||Hews 0 1 1
Historiecal | 12 18 30 |

Comedies, since they arc a scuree ¢of gimple recreation=
al amusement and are not teyond the comprehension of fifth grade
pupilse, received the highest rating. The fact that western
movies received second place i3 not surprising. The 1ife and
ways of the American cowboy hold such a fsselinstion for these
children at this time since they sre now going through the "cow=-
boy and Indian age"--a time when revolveras, ten gallon hats, high

top boots, and lassoes spell excitement and anticipation for the
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child. War pictures have received such a prominent place in the
line of popularity becesuse of the present world situation, I pree
sune., It i3 to be expected that animal wmovies would naturelly
rate quite high, since children are so attracted to them. The
love for animsls seems €o be instinctive in children. hellgious
movies rated quite low in the list, the resson being the rroduc-
tion of fewer movies of this type. The movie which recelved the
greateszt acclaim from my students this yemr wag one which I

would deffnitely c¢lzssify as religious. It is "Quo Vadis.”
Practically all of the children saw this movie, and those who

did not, expressed an intense hope to s<e it in the nesr future,
One can eaally understand why crirme shows are not proper enter-
tainment for sny child, and news nroductions 4o not attract
children, as they are too immasture to appreciate them. The conly
surprise 17 experlenced in the resulte of this project was to find]
aviation 80 low in the cholece. Flying, as 2 rule, captivates thel
young, boys especislly. This discrepaney may be owing to the
fact that few avistion pletures were shown at the theater these

c¢hildren frequent,




CHAPTER V
RADIO ARD TELEVISION

A great amount of the leisure time of children is spent
before the radio and television. This 1s evidenced in the check
list study in whieh I inquired how many of my pupils had televi-
sion at home; the results indicated that all familléa except two
have sets, and from the number of programs and the frequency with
which they were seen, I would judge that they meke considerable
use of them, In the ecourse of one yeur ., my forty-one students
had watched two hundred thirty-seven different programs.

My purpose now is to note the factors that influenced
the hearing and watching of the programs and to discover what
types of programs are particularly enjoyed by this selected group
of children. Seasonsl eh&ngga do rot have too great an effect.
However, the winter months were the wost popular months in which
the majority of the programs were seen and hesard. This most
likely resulted because of the other activities which enticed the
children during the spring :nd fall months. February was oute
standing as TV month., As a whole, neither the time of year nor

the age of the children was a prominent factor in their choice of
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program. The two factors which did segm to influence it most, I
would say, were the time of day element and the type of progranm.
Frograms that occurred late st night or during the school hours
were necessarily eliminated except for the days on which the
children were absent from school.

In order to indicate the type of programs these children
liked best, I listed all of those which they watched fifty tinmes
or more than fifty times in the course of one month, Those that
rated fewer then fifty, I considered not popular enough to be
listed in the best cholce groun. Besldes listing these programs
in order from the highest to the lowest on or above the fifty
point bracket, I shall indicate also the greatest nunber of times
they were seen in the course of one month, Then, too, sex pref-
erences will be shown. Nelther sex is predominsntly radic and
television minded. &ome scores compare very closely; others
terd to show slight preferences one way or the other. The fol-
lowing table contains a comparstive study of these most popular
programs as they rate according to sex cholees for the month

[during which they were most popular.




TAELE IV

RADIC AND TELEVIBION PROGHAME RATED ACCOBDING TO
SEX CHOICES AND POPULARITY

Program Girls Boys Tiﬁg:tger
Foreman Tom 171 218 389
Howdy Doody 133 119 252
News Caraven 76 137 213
Kukla, Fran, and Ollie €3 100 163
WIMS News 16 112 128
I Love Lucy 63 9 112
Space Cadet 28 €6 o
Milton Berle iy Ll 88
Sports Review k2 L8 82
Mama L2 3k 76
Comedy Hour 35 4o 75
Crusade in the Pacific 27 43 70
Your Show of Shows 32 35 67
Lone Ranger 15 52 67
Groucho Marx 39 28 67
Amos 'n' Andy 32 3 66
Fireside Theater 37 27 s
Young Mr. Bobbin 31 32 63
Kate Smith Evening Hour 31 31 62
Hopalong Cassidy 31 30 €1




TABLE IV (continued)

RADIO AND TELEVISION PROGHRAME RATED ACCORDING TO
SEX CHOICES AND POPULARITY

Program Girls Boys ‘Times per
nonth
Saturday Night Theater 26 34 6¢
KRed Skelton 32 26 %8
One Man's Family 35 21 56
what's My Line 26 27 53
All Star Review 28 25 53
You Asked For It 22 30 52
Firestone 29 22 51
What's My Name? 26 2 50

As can be glesned from the zbove table, boys tend to
exceed girls in cowboy programs and news casts., Girls overrule
the boys slightly in the theater programs and such programs as
"I Love Lucy" and "One Han's Family". 8Since scme program titles
sound predominantly feminine, the boys show a lack of interest
without bothering to investigate the program.

From the above discuszion one is able te see vhat a
powerful influence resdio and television have on the children of
today. Tt 183 vitally important, then, that the programs are of
trhe wmoral caliber that every decent boy and girl csn enjoy withe

out harm to him or her physieslly, worally, emoticnally, or
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intellectuslly. Therefore, 1t is to be desired that the lesding

stars of radioc and television be nade aware of the tremendous
influence they exert on youth., GSome of the programs listed may
not be of the best, but in order to have an objective report, I
refrained from guiding the children's choices.




CHAPTER V1
TRIFS

Another important phase of leisure activity consists in
the trips one takes. 8ince trips are a measns of informal educa-
tion, and since my students come from homes which are financislly
lable to enjoy such recreation, I included this as part of my
study. At first I planned to 1ist only out-of-town places, but
[pecause it was during the school year, trips of this nature were
relatively rare. Therefore, 1 enlarged the field to Include any
place outside of home, school, church, and the thester. Conse-
lquently, most of the trips mentioned might better be classified
as excursions, since practically all of them, with a few axca§~
tions, were carried out in the course of one day.

Only seven children enjoyed such distant trips as that
to Florida, Georgia, and wWashington, D.C., which covered s pericd
of time from twe weeks to one month. Twenty trips were listed to
out-of~-town cities not too far distant from Milwsukee, the chilw
dren's home town. Chicego was the most frequently mentioned of
these cities,

Seventy~three other places within the city were mentin-
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ed by the children as places visited quite freguently. The most
common excursions were:s the visiting of relatives and friends,
shopping, birthday narties, trips to the museum, library, parks,
and goo., Twice I took the c¢lass as a group to the museum to
attend the educationzl lectures and movies it presents. On
several occesions the girl scouts made trips to the Journal
building, a farm, the zoo, and the telephone company. When the
circus csme to town, it attracted five., I was surprised that
more did not attend; I believe the reason for the lack of ap-
parent enthusissm, other than the fact that it occurred on school
days, resulted because of the frequent television clrcus programs
that can resdlly be seen several tines & week.

8ights of interest, such as Holy Hill and the atims
Shrine, drevw a few spectators. 4is a whole, though, most of the
trips occurred not too far distant from the children's home
area. By this I mean necessary trips to the doctor, the oculist,
the dentist, the barber, the post office, the bank, and the
railroad depot, and recreational visits to the golf course, ten-
nis courts, beach, parks, woods, river, baseball field, country
club, lake, sport show, basketball game, lce follles, ice pond,
football fleld, lagoon, and the harbor, Places of educational
interest drew the children, such as the television station,
Radio City, the armory, the art galiery, a monastery, the Cena-
cle, a hospital, the Jail, the airport, the telephone company,
he village ha
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A few events mentioned were the musieal recital at school, the
flower show, and the Memorial Day parade. The only effect sca-
sons had on excursions snd trips was the fact that the spring
nonths were generally better adapted for such activities. HMental|]
growth and maturation affected the ¢holee of trips very little as
the children went where they could when the opportunity presented
itself. Because of thelr innate curiosity, they enjoyed going
many pleces and sseing wany things.

The table on the following pages indicates the three
claszes of trips or excursions in wvhich these children partici-

rated during the past ysar.




TABLE V

33

CLABSIFICATION OF TRIPS AND EXCURSIONS TAKERN

ey
Excursions
Taken

(

Distant Trips <

Out of Town Trips J

f

Florida
W&ahingtcm, D.C.
Georgla

Green Bay, Wisconsin
Chicago, Illinois
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin
Oshkosh, Wisconsin
Bilver Lake, Wisconsin
Grafton, Wisconsin
Korth Woods
Pewaukee, Wisconsin
Watertown, Wisoconsin
LeCrosse, Wisconsin
Wast Bend, Wisconsin
Madison, Wisconsin
Cedarburg, Wisconsin
Waukesha, Wisconsin
Beloit, Wiscons

@AP& E’?\

)
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TABLE V (continued)

CLASSIFICATION OF TRIFS AND EXCURSIONS TAKEN
f

Harshfield, Wisconsin
Out of Town Trips { Mount Calvary, Wisconsin
Menominee Falls, Wisconsin

r

Visiting relatives and
friends

Lidbrary, bank, post office,
stores

Parties, Memorial Day par
music recital, sport show,
ice follies, élower show

Lake, park, beach, woods,
river, harbor, insoen

Museum, zoo, circus

Adirvort, railroad depot
raataurant, hotel, viilage
Trips farm, cottage, hos-
and pitai ceuntry eludb,
Excursions § Neighborhood 4 cemetery

Taken Excursions
Dentist, doctor, oculist,
barber

Golf course, tennis courts,

track maai football end
baseball field, bowling

alley, Yqiﬁ.C;ﬂ., ice pond

Fatima shrine, Cenacle,
monastery

Television station, Journal
building, jail, telephone
company, art galliery,

L _ HRadlo C ity, armory




CHAPTER VII
RECREATIONAL READING

My observations seem to indicate that those c¢hildren
who have acquired facility in reading generally enjoy this recre-~
ation especially on days when the weather does not permit nore
vigorous cutdoor activities. In our school we have a classroom
1ibrary of sbout aighty books and a general school library coni-
teining over two thousand children'’s books. Deaides this, the
children could withdraw books from the village librzry at will.
Certainly with these wonderful collections, our pupils hsd every
appcrtgnity to select the types of books they enjoy most. The
books end magazines the children read were listed on the check
1ist according to type. Twenty-three types were used as s basis
on which to record reading enjoyment. The following teble will
contain a 1list of the types and the numbeyr of books snd magazines
read in the nine-month period of this study. It includes the
most read to the least frequently preferred books and magazines,
The fiction stories that could not be classed under any of the
other types were grouped together under the title of genersl
fiction, A distinction was slso msde between the ordinary comic
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books and those which were specifically Catholie, such as the

Ireasure Chest.

TABLE VI
RECREATIONAL READING IR A NINE-MONTH PERIOD
| Types Hgiggr Tyves Hggggr

Comics 169 Factual 15
Genaral Fietion el 8Science 13
Animal 95 | Fairy Tales 12
Hystery 9 Indian 7
Historical 72 Astronony 7
Religious 39 Legends 6
Blography 32 Poetry 3
Catholic Comics 27 How To Do Books 2
western 22 Riddle 2
Adventure 17 Sport 1
Geographical 17 Autobiography 0
Children's Magazines 17

From the above table one can see what an attraction comics are in
the life of these intermediate grade children. They prefer thess
magazines to many books because of the pictures which accompany
the print., 8o many of the comics today contain no vslue whatso-

ever; some even tend to tear down one's moral and religious
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principles. The Catholic Churech, however, is trying to counteracg
this by presenting Catholic comics under the titles of Iressure
Chest and Tiuweless Topix. These comics are really what the word
implies--magazines full of good clean fun and entertainment.

alsd

Chiildren's love for animel life g easily discernible
in the large number of snimsl stories that sre read by the young-
sters. Dog and horse stories were the greatest attrsetion. The
library cards for these hooks had to be replsced frequently.

Mystery stories followed very closely after animel
books. The feeling of uncertainty, suspense, and excitement is
the enticing iter here. Whole serles of these books were hended
down from one child to the other. Girle seemed to prefer these
books much more than boys, although meny boys di1é reed them.

In general, the boys were far more attrected to histors
ical, geographical, and faetual books., They else enjoyed the
science and sstronomy section slmost excluslvely. Indian and
western stories likewise took up much of their lelsure resding
time.

The girls seemed to prefear the religious books more th
the boys with the exception of pamphlets on voestional materisl,
In cur religion course, the children study the priestly and
religious vocetions when they study the seven Saecraments. A4t this
time I lined up gquite a bit of esry reading msterisl on these
vocations along the blacktoard ledge. The boys showed a grester

interest in reading these pamphlets than the girls. Girls, how-
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ever, preferred reading larger religious books on the lives of
the saints than did the boys.

Sport books rated very low on the list; only one child
read one such book in the nine months of school. 8uch books, I
belleve, are more appealing to older children as they are written
on‘a seventh and elghth grade level and higher. Then, too, these
children are just Yeginning to work together in groups-~many of
them are still too individualistic during the first half of the
yesr to enjoy books that stres:s the group spirit.

I believe the complete lack of autoblographical resde
ing was due to the {act that not too many books of this type
are in our library. I also think they apreal more to older
children.

It was most interesting to ncte that the younger chil-
dren in the group, both as to chronological age and to mental
maturity, still enjoyed such books as fairy tales and legends,
but with decreasing enthusiasmi the older children secned to
prefer the factual types of books. Several of the younger
youngsters highly gifted in mental cspacity were particularly
attracted to history, science, biography, and astronomy books.

The knowledge I received from this check list study
resulted in a better selection of bocks when they were changed
at the mid-term. I think every teacher should delve into the

reading problem and study it so thoroughly that she will be able
te select the right book for the right child more efficiently.
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As a result, children may attain a maximum of enjoyment and edu-
cational benefit from this form of lelisure activity.




CHAPTER VIII
DANCING AKD MUSIC

Danecing and mnsic can be an exemplary source of cultur-
al development if the finer forms of these arts are encouraged.
Bome leisure time is spent at music lessons and dancing schools
much more time 1s spent in practice and in the entertainment of
friends and relatives,

Dancing 1s a graceful art which, I believe, every child,
especially every girl, should have a chance to develop to scme
extent. Polse and gracefulness are qualities which, if possessed,]
add to the charm of any young lady or man., I believe those who
exercise their smaller or finer muszcles Just before entering the
nawkward" gge of adolescence have a far better chance to cvercome
the difficulties resulting from uneven development in the parts
of the body. Eight forms of dancing were listed by the children
as having been practiced by them sometime during the school year.
They included square daneing, folk daneing, tap, toe, ballet,
acrobat, baliroom, and rhumba. Cirls were the only participants
in all forms of dancing with the exception of square dancing and

folk dancing. Each season, outside corganlzetions offered new
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gsets of dancing lessons in which ten of my girls, at the most,
participated. If we disregard square and folk dancing, tar vas
the most popular type, followed closely by ballet. Acrobastic
[dancing took third plece. Then came toe, ballroom, and rhumba in
that order. Hegular lessons in ballroom dancing were not affer@d
to children under the seventh grade level, but a number of my
lgirls learned the steps from thelr older sisters. £Eince only one
girl mentioned taking rhumba lessons, I think this form of dancing
¢can be disregarded in this paper as 1t plays such a minor role.
8quare and folk dancing, however, were enjoyed by both girls and
boys; in fact, some of my boys were much more enthusiastic than
the girls.

During the winter npntha vhen the weather was too une
friendly for outdoor fun, I took the class down to our large gym-
nasium where I taught them various folk and square dances. Dance
records, in which the steps are called off by a caller or leader,
were purchaged, These we used for the square dances. The first
day I took the class to the gym, I d4id so with the intention of
teaching them part of the Virginia Reel. To my surprise I dis-
covered ghat over half of the boys were unable to skip backwsrd.
Skipping forward was mastered by almost all, but when reversing
the process, anything but rhythmic movement resulted with many.
Consequently, the first lesson was spent in teaching the entire
¢lass how to skip backward, as well as foruard, to music. By the

end of the winter months, the children knew several group dances.
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They were 30 pleased and 80 happy with. this manner of spending
recess periods, that they pleaded to continue this activity in
the spring months even though it meant staying indoors. However,|
I discontinued this project since I felt the outdoor sunshine and
air were better for them at this time. I noticed that the boys'
attitude toward the girls improved slightly. Through dancing,
one can teach children to respect each other as individuasls. By
means of this activity, 1 was able to make the boys realize that
girls were to be treated differently from the rough and tumble
ways in whieh a boy likes to be treated. By the end of the year,
& great deal of improvement was evident.

Table VII on the following page lists the types of
dancing and the various musical instruments used during the year
by my forty-one pupils. The number of girls and boys who prac-
ticed dancing or played on an instrument is also listed in this
study.




TABLE VII

PUPIL PARTICIFPATION IN MUSIC AND DANCING

OVER A NINE KONTH PERIOD

Kinds of Activity

Girls Participating

Boys Participating

Tap

Toe

Ballet
Acrobat
Ballroom
Square Dgneing
Folk Dancing
Ehumba

Voice

Plano

Vielin
Accordion
Harmonica
Baton Twirling
Druz

Trombone
Zither
Symphonette
Clarinet
Saxophone

7
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CHAPTER IX
ORGANIZATIONS

Children 4o have their own little c¢clubs and organiza-
tions just as most adults do. To them the sotivities of these
groups are Just as importunt as they are for grown-ups. Much
leisure enjoyment and a feeling of security and belonging, whieh
encourages $alf~raspact and a moderate amount of ego-involvement,
can be attailned from organizations such as these,

The two divisions or classifications I will discuss
here are the organigzed clubs and groups vwhich met as a direct re
sult of the school environment, and those ever-changing “so-
called” clubs vhich were initisted on the spur of the moment by
neighborhood gatherings. The characteristic differences between
the two groups were the permanence and order which pervaded the
first as compared with the instablility and lack of method in the
second, Qur check list study indicated these two dirferences
most noticeably.

Of the organized and well-funetionlng groups to wvhich
my boys belonged, there were the Cub Scouts, the Boy Bcouts, the
Altar Boys, and the Choir Boys. A number of girls in my class

ldy
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Joined the Brownles and the Girl Scouts. 8ince there were chil-
dren from two parishes attending our school, and only one per-
mitted altar boys to be trained in the f1fth grade, only three of
my boys belonged to this group which met in the priests' rectory.
The Cenacle Children's Gulld was comprised of children vhose per-
ents were affiliated in some way with the Cathollc Censcle or
thelr work. Only one ehild from my class belonged to this group.

Elininating the servers and the Cenacle Children's
Guild, the remaining five groups attracted greater numbers. Omly
three boys in the class 3ained‘the Cub Beouts, and seven, the Boy
Seout orgsnization. I was rather surnrised to note that ten boys
did not belong to elther group. This, I feel, was due to the
faoct that most of these boys live at great distances fron the
school and would be unable to attend the evening meetings., Sone,
too, felt 1t beneath thelr dignity to belong to the Cub Seouts
whern others of thelir classmates were old encugh to de Boy Seouts.
Only a very few boys showed no interest whatscever in this active
ity.

The sslection of Choir Boys was based on their voecal
abllity and scadenic standing. Thisz latter condition had to be
considered, as cholr rehearsals were held three times a week
during the school day. Those boys who found school & real chale
lenge already, would have great diffioculty trying to meet its
demands and still partske in this activity. However, much indi-
vidual help was given so that as many boys as possible could,
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with a little effort and good will, jain this group. Twelve boys
aprlied and were sccepted as active members of the church choir,

At the beginning of the school yesr only five girls
vere old epough to be accepted into the Girl Scout Troop, Eight
of the twenty girls were Brownies. 8Seven did not belong to
either grour. On comparing this record with the one for Mey,
fourteen girls were now affilisted with the Girl Scout Troops
there were no Browniesy three of the girls whe hau Leen Browniles
dropped out without joining the Girl Scouts; one girl vho had
not belonged to the Epaunies joined the Girl Bcouts directly,
and three navér Joined either group. I attempted to discover the
ioaaans for withdrawal and for the refusal toc join. It seems
those vho dropped out or failed to Join took this stand malnly
because of difficult transportation., HMHeetings were held directly
after school, and unless a girl who lived a great distance could
get some other means of travel, she went home on the school bus
which left the grounds shortly after school. Two of the girls
never jolned because they said they were not interested. One
dropped out because she said she lost interest in this activity,
As s whole, though, the greater majority of both girls and boys
who did join these organizations profited by them, especially in
their social relztionships, Friendships sprang up and were cule
tivated. Neither seasonsl change nor mental growth affected
this situation,

Crildren, at this time, are guite changeable and rather
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£lighty in their activities. They attempt many things; often
they do not persevere in them for any length of time. Thise can
readily be seen in the neighborhood clubs that are frequently
started with enthusiasm and spirit but are very short-lived., In
the study, some nomes of clubs such a3 these were added to the
general 1ist: 8ports Club, Playmate Cludb, Acting Clud, Ghost
Club, Hobby Club, Little Cross Clud, Players Club, and Little
Helpers Club, Of these, six died after the first meeting. Only
two survived. The Little Cross Club withstood three meetings,
and the Little Helpers Club expired after the second session,
Several of the children belonging to the Players Club showed me
a notebook in which they had drawn up the rules for their club, a
picture graph showing the exact location of their oclubhouse, the
results of the selection of officers, one page carefully prepared
for the marking of dues, and the minutes of the one and only
meeting they had. Nothing more was said about the "organigation."
Several weecks later, though, on one of those general clean-up
days, the "secretary" found the notebook way back in the deep re-
cesses of her desk., It had been shelved there vwhen more pressing
classwork demanded her concentrated attention, BFBvidently other
interests secemed more attractive, and all thought of these
"made-un" clubs was dropped. Observation of these peculiarities
of childrsp's choices throws a little sdded light on the whole
problem of c¢hild growth and development.

The following table clearly indicates the permanence of
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the organized clubs and the instabllity of the neighborhood

groups.

TABLE VIII

COMPARATIVE STUDY OF MEETINGS HELD T0 DETERMINE
THE PFRMAREKCE OF THE CROANIZED CLUBS
ARD THE INSTABILITY OF
HEIGHROREOOD GROUPS

I

=
Organized Clubs ﬂ Heighborhood Groups

, Club or Heetings Clud or Heetings
Organization Held Organization Held
Cudb Bcouts 27 Four H Clud 1
Boy Scouts 33 Sports Clud 1l
Alter Boys 30 Playmate Cludb 1
Choir Boys 127 Acting Clud 1
Brownies 12 GKXC Clud 1
Girl Soouts 3 Ghost Clubd 1
Cenacle Children's ﬁuilﬁ 11 Hobby Club 1
Little Cposs Club 3
Players Clud 1
Little Helpers Clud P4




CHAPTER X
PLAYGRCUND EQUIPMERT

Between the ages of nine and eleven, children seem to
get the most enjoyment and use of playground equipment. Younger
children delight in riding on swings, merry-go-rounds, and other
apparatus. There 18, however, an element of fear still present
which removes the feeling of complete satisfaction that children
in the intermediate grades seem to hsve., Through repeated use,
thege latter have mastered the intricacies of the various kindse
of equipment end have 1a£rned how to balance themselves better.
They are more confident and sure of themselves. Children in the
upper grades or adolescent years ordinarily refrain from using
playground ecuipment openly as they consider themselves too
grown-up for such activity.
| We have a fine selection of playground equipment on our
school gronnds. It has been my observation that the older c¢hlle
dren in the fourth grade and the younger children in the fifth
grade made much more use of the variety of squipment than any
other grsdes do. In msking the check 1ist, I have chosen eleven
types of equipment to which the children had easy access, since
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all except one are on our own school grounds. This apparatus ine
¢ludes rings, slides, teeter-totters, swings, a merry-go-round,
monkey ladder, jungle gym, firemen's ladder, trapeze, stunt bars,
and giant strides. During the school recess periods, the chil-
dren were given special days on which they could use all the
eguipment evecept the merry-go-round. This was specifically kept
for the use of the little ones., Consequently, the number indi-
cating merry-go-round use wes guite low, However, on wesk-ends
end after school hours, my students manifested thelr desire to
play on the merry-go-round by coming back and using it then,

Table IX indicates the eguipment most enjoyed ss detere
mined by its frequency of use,

TABLE IX
POPULARITY OF TYPES OF EQUIPMENT DETERMINED BY USBE
Types of Equipment [Frequency Types of Equipment | Frequency

Rings 5316 Merry-go-round 113
Swings 535 | Jungle Oym %8
Teeter-Totters 261 Stunt Bars 83
Trapeze 179 Firemen's Ladder 78
Honkey Ladder 142 |[Glant Strides L2
Slides 133 |

Giant strides rated the lowest because this apparatus is not on

our school groundsy the children had to go to a nearby play-
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ground to make use of this equirment. .

Although amusement park rides are not ordinarily cone
sldered playground equipment, I will include them here since they
were alsc & mesns of spending leisure time, Just before the
closing of school, I toock my entire class to State Falr Park for
the school pienic. There, such rildes as Cuddle~Up, the whip,
self-directed cars, the Farris.Wheel, the Cetopus, and the Bug
recelved most attention. The Roller Coaster was also mentioned
by one child who went to State Fair Park during the year, but on
the day of our pilenic, we reguested that this ride be closed.

Haturally, seasons do have an effect on the use of
equippent ss some apparstus was removed during the winter months,
Interest in playground equipment definitely waned, even tovard
the apraratus wvhich mmeined up, when the ice skating pond was
ready for use,

Tegsrding mental g rowth, only in & few cases did I noe
tice that seversl girls who had used and enjoyed the equipment
at the beginning of the year later refrained from using it openly
a2 they consldersd themselves too grown-up for such activity.
Volleybtall and basketball attracted them more.




CHAPTER XI
LEISURE TIME CHORES

Training children to assume lesser responsibilities
should begin early in life and be Increased gradually so that
vhen one 1s ready to start his own career, he will not become
meladjusted because of a lack of self-confidence. A4ll play and
no work during leisure hours 1s not beneficial for children's
training. Most children attending the school in which I teach
are products of homes where physical work 1s not a necessity in
childhood. Yet many of the parents have assigned certain duties
which they expect thelr children to fulfill and which they will
correct if neglect is evident. Many children on thelr part enjoy
the grown-up feeling of earning their own spending moneys 1t
gives them a feeling of importance. and so this, too, is an ene
couraging factor. I will admit, there are some in my group who
consider any Job requested of them a drudgery and something to
be completed as soon as possible. Generally, much depends on how
the task is presented to them. If they are told very emphaticaxh*
that they have to do this now, without considering the activity
in which they are presently engaged, resentment will most likely
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follow. But when children are made to feel that they are part-
ners with mom and dad, they will more readily look for chances to
please, whether money will result from performing the duty or notd
Doing a job in partnership with & parent is much more enjoyable
than performing the task alone.

On inquiring what activities in the line of work the
children undertook in their leisure time, a variety of forty-nine
Jobs was listed. DMost of these were tesks the parents requested
the children to perform. Several, however, were dutles the chile
dren took upon themselves, either as a means of pleasing the
party involved, or, predominantly, in order to earn a little more
spending money, although a number of these children are seldom
short of funds. The most common tasks undertaken were doing the
dishes and cleaning up their room. Errand running and baby site
ting were two duties many children were also called upon to per=-
form. Other more common tasks arranged in the descending order
of importance included cleaning house, shoveling walks, preparing
the food, setting the table for meals, cutting grass, assisting
with peddling of papers, pulling weeds, watering lawns and
flowers, washing the car, picking flowers for indcor display,
reking leaves, washing windows, walking the dog, planting a gar-
den, helping the teacher, chopping ice, and ironing clothes.
Other tasks which were performed far less frequently were scrube
bing floors, washing clothes, dressing the baby, painting a
houns, packing and unpacking before and after a trip, cleaning
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the basement, garsge, and attic, earrying wood, decorsting and
removing the Christmas tree, pitting fruit, cleaning sinks,
polishing shoes, aselling food, feeding the baby, shining silver~
ware, removing refuse, carrying wash baskets, removing wash from
the line, serving at table, and building bird houses. Many of
these activities had been performed in cooperation with one or
other of the parents. The main purpose was not so much the
necessity for child help, as the desire to develop a sense of
responsibility in these children.

Naturally, the type of many tasks was influenced greatly
by the season of the year. Mental maturation also was a factor,
a8 the most responsgible jobs were bestowed on those children who
manifested an gptitude for regponsible tasks. Both girls and
boys had their share of duties. Many of the household chores
fell to the lot of the girls, whereas most of the outdoor tasks
were assumed by the boys. However, some exceptions were notice-
ables several boys delighted in preparing meals, another enjoyed
serubbing the floor, and a few were coaxed into cleaning the
house. A few girls, likewise, preferred outdoor Jjobs, such as,
planting and wecding the garden and watering and cleaning up the
yard, to indoor household tasks, But, on the whole, the regular
method of procedure was followed.

On the following pages, Table X indicates the frequency

with which the girls and boys performed these warious assigned
tasks in the course of nine months,




TABLE X

FREQUENCY OF HOUSEHOLD CHORES AMONG FIFTE GRADE GIRLS ANWD BOYS

Duties Total [Girls [Boys| Duties Total|Girls [Boys
Doing Dishes 1,215 | 728 | 4B87|/Chopping Ice 12 | 3 9
Making Beds 1,036 | 646 | 390|Ironing Clothes | 11 | 11 0
Funning Erranda| 517 | 143 | 374+ 8crubbing Floor| 5 1 L
Baby Eitting 505 | 470 35|Dusting b 4 0
Cleaning House 419 | 276 | 143|lWashing Clothes | W % c
Shoveling Walks 6 305| 92 | 213|Dreased Baby 3 3 0
Cooking 300 | 170 | 130(|Painting House 3 0 3
Setting Table 245 | 204 41 [Unpacking 3 3 o]

Christnas
Cutting Grass 153 %8 95| Decorating 3 0 3
Cleaning Attic
Peddling Papers| 123! 10 | 113} and Basement 2 0 2
Pulling Weeds 115 W9 66 |[Packing 2 2 O
Carrying Wood 112| 10 | 102|Belling Food 2 1 1
~ [Repairing
Watering Lawns 79 29 50 {eyele 2 0 2
Washing Car 51| 12 39 Scouring Sinks 2 0 2
Picking Flowers 48| 33 15|Polishing Shoes| 2 0 2
Raking Leaves 1| 17 24 iPitting Fruit 2 1 1
Carryin
wWashing Windows 33| 16 17| Wash Baskets 1 0 1l
Walking the Dog 28 2 26 [Cleaning Garage| 1 1 ¢
Removing Wash
Msking Gerden 19 6 13| from Line 1l 0 1
Planting
Helping Teacher 13 11 Grass Seed 1l 1l 0




TABLE X (continued)

FREQUENCY OF HOUSEHOLD CHORES AMONWG FIFTH GRADE GIRLE AND BOYS

Duties Total |Gip1g |Boys ﬁntlea *Total Girls |Boys

lsewing 11 o | St ivervare 1|1 | o
n-inx the '
Hsprinkling 1l 4] 1 Furnace 1 1 0
Raming the

Removing Refuge| 1 1 ¢ Christmas TreeT 1l 1l O
Buillding Feeding the

Bird Houses 1l (4] 1l Baby 1l (4} 1l
Peeling Potatoe? 1l 1l ¢




CHAPTER X11
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

Kow that this thesis is completed, I can truly say that
the project has proved very valuzble to me, I did not aim by
this study to be able to make generalizations sbout other chil-
dren of the Iintermediate grades from the results I obtained. My
main purpose in conducting this study was to understand my puplls
and their charascters with their likes snd dislikes mors thor-
oughly. Then I could apply the best means of assisting them to
develop their capabilities to the utmost and to grow to be welle
adjuétgd individuals in this vorld and occupy & place of sanctity
in the next., I feel that I learned to know my pupils much more
completely this year than I have ever done before. The class ¢cO-
operated beautifully with this project; 1t secmed to bind us
closer to each other in a real spirit of friendship. The chil-
dren could see the good that came directly from this study: they
received the type of library books that spresled to them; ses-
sions in whiech they could discuss their hobhles were held;y trips
and excursions to places of educational value were encoursged.,

In every possible way, I endeavored to make my teaching methods
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more tangible by using the children's interests to guilde my pro-
cedure. For exanmple, muﬁh,difficulty in teaching arithmetic was
avoided when I based the problems, =s ruch as I could, orn situa-
tions and objects that were in the children's environment.

~— By this project I was able to determine what effect

change ofu;;asen and mental maturity had on children's leisure
activities which included their games, hobbies, trips, radio and
television progrems, movies, reading meterial, music and dancing,
organigations, use of playground equipment, and extrs chores.
Other factors which influenced these activities were noted like-
wise.

After the completion of this project, I endeavored to
learn what results others vho attempted studies somewhat similar
had reported. Four writers, in particular, have eonducted
studies along sinmilar lines. They sre Arnold Gesell, who wrote
the book The Child Lfrom Flve Lo Ten, Fleanor Volberding, who
wrote two articles entitled “Out of School Behavior of Eleven
Year 01ds"” and "Out of School Living of Eleven Year 01d Boys and
Girls from Differing Soclo~Economic Groups®, Paul A. Witty and
H, C. Lehman, who composed the article "Further Studies of Chile
dren's Interests in Collecting®™, and Paul A. Witty, who also
compoged "Sex Differences: Interest in Tasks Requiring Mechanieal
Ability and Motor Skill" end "Children's Interest in Comies,
Redic, Motion Pletures and TV", Although most of these authors

used a larger sampling of children in their studies, my study
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covered a longer period of time and more out-of-school activities.
The subjects for this thesis all belong to the upper economic
bracket. My purpose was to study these children in particular,
as they are the ones with vhom I work.

It was gratifying to discover that the results of my
study correlated quite well with the above mentioned authors. In
regard to games, Eleanor Volberdingl divided the subjects of her
study into the competitive group and the noncompetitive group.

I noted, too, that there were these two distinet classes when
tabulating the results of my study, although the greater number
of the younger children of my class belonged to the noncompeti-
tive group, vheress the older ones enjoyed sompetitive games much
more. Many games in Eleanor Volberding's study rated high in the
check list results of my endeavor. Eleanor Volberding says, "The
typical recreation of noncompetitive groups was playing 'house'
or 'dressing up,' playing with paper dolls, playing with a dog,
bicycle-riding, end hunting and fishing."? Interest in roller
skating was also mentioned later in the article.3 In her later
article, Eleanor Volberding* found that girls are somewhat less

1 Eleanor Volberd: Qut of School Behavior of man
Year 0lds", Elsumentary School » XLVIII, April, 1948, M437.

2 Ibid.

3 Ibid. 438,

L Eleanor Valbamxnﬂt“mt of School Living of Eleven

Year 01d Boys and Girls from Differing S8ocio-Economic Groups",
Elementary Schocl J XLIX, February, 1949, 353.
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asctive, less adventurous, and less fond of team games than are
the boys. An article entitled "Sex Differences: Interest in
Tasks Requiring Mechanical Ability and Motor Skill" written by
Paul A, Witty? contained two tables listing certain gawes which
vere predominantly played by the boys, and those which the girls,
in particular, enjoyed. In making a comparison, I noted the
similarity in my results with the sbove, although I believe the
Mum girl tends to play those games listed as predominantly
boy games more than girls formerly did. However, boys still exe
ceed the girls by far In such games as dbasketball, “ootball,
eatch, cops and robbers, and the like, Arnold Gesell, in his
book, Ihe Child Lrom Five $to Ien, states: "Boys play football
until they are black and blue, or they coast until they are
soaked to the hips. Girls play dolls or paper dolls the whole
day through., . . .*® Later he says, "Baseball is a favorite
outdoor sport both for boys and girls. Bieyeling, roller lkat;ingﬁ
and ice skating, swimming, sliding, skiing, and coasting are en-
Joyed by both sexes."’ He also states that girls “"put simple
abilities in sewing and cooking to practical use."® On ecomparing

Becutping g‘ P. g. .giﬁu 1:3«::: gi}fqrmglﬂmtamst 13{ Tagks
Q chenioa an HOTOT : gmal , m Nga -
ticnal Pavechology, XXI, April, 1930, 241-242,°

6 4rnold Gesell ' New York
1046, 205. » dhe ¢hild fxop Five Lo Ien, New York,

7 Ipid.
8 JIpid. 370.
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this with the previous chapters of this thesis, one can note
close correlation.,

In regard to hobbiles, I was quite surprised to note
that so many children in my group enjoyed hobbies of some kind oy
other. Almost all of the children had at least one hobbyj seve
eral had four or five or even more., Paul A. Witty and H, C,
Lehman made a study of children's interest in collecting. In thig
article, they stated: "It is of interest that most of the chile
dren report that they are actively making collections. Particu-
larly noticeable is the fact that CA ten 1s the age at which the
maximum number of active collections is reported."?

On comparing Gesell, Volberding, and Witty's studies
with this thesis in reference to movies, almost complete agree-
ment is evident. Eleanor Volberding says, "The type of plctures
vhich the eleven-year-olds preferred was the 'western,' followed
by movies of war and aviation, comedlies, and pictures starring
animals.™O In Table III on page 23 of this study, comedy rated
the highest, followed by western, war, and animsl plotures. Avi-
ation rated very lows; however, possibly fewer moviss of this
type were shown in the nine months period of this study. Another

9 Paul A. Witty and Harvey C. lLehman, "Furthar $tuéius
of Children's Interests in calleetigg y dournal of Ed ‘
Esychology, XXI, February, 1930, 1

— 10 Volberding, "Out of gggggi Ba vior of Eleven Year
Q,WWMQ .
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eason may be that war and aviation are frequently closely allied.
1d Gesell states that among ten-yesr-old children, "girls

ike musicals, Boys like action, war, cowboy, and Indian ple-

s. Both sexes like animal storles and dislike love stories,il
rom Table III of this study one can see that musicals are

favored by the girls. The boys, in every case, rated higher
than the girls in their interest in war, cowboy, and Indian plc-
tures. Quite a close similarity existed in reference to animal
pictures between the girls and the boysy however, regarding
romance productions, only six girls and one boy regertea having
seen this type. I agree vholeheartedly with Paul A. wittyle

in his remark that choices depend to a large extent on what
happens to have been available at the time, ,
Radio, in perticular, was studied by these writers,
and, again, a similarity is observed in their results and Tabdle
IV, page 27. Paul wWittyl3 was the only one of these who made a
pas:ing reference to television when he mentioned that‘televiaiun
is preferred over radio. Probably the reason an§ be because all

of these articles were composed in the early years of television,
With reference to the radio, Eleanor Volberding states:

11 Gesell, Ihe Child frop Five to len, 370.
12 Paul A, witty, "childran'a Ineereat in cam1¢s,

Radio, Motion Pletures, and IV
Supervision, XXXVIII, )’larah,

13 Inid.
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- Few of the eleven year olds listened to the so-called

"ghildren's programs®. They preférred the mystery
programs, the "funny" programs, and the “westerns",
like the "Lone Ranger." Few reported listening to
or enjoying music, and sll expressed great disgust
at having to listen to nevs eammontiﬁors, though

. some boys followed the sports news,

Gesell, in his studies, has this to say of rsdio programs:
Nines know the time and station of radio prograns by
heart, The detective and mystery serials are becoming
more important to him although he still may c¢ling to
a selec few of the adventure stories, and he
continues to enjoy the domestic life serials, quis
and information programs and adult comic progrems,

A few Nines listen to the News,

. About the only major discrepancy between these studles
and the present one resats with the newscasts., The WIMJ Hews
program and Bports Review rated very high in my study. The fact
thet they are television programs and that the present war is of
major interest to these children axplains the lack of sgreement,
1 believe.

Very little could be found about trips taken by chil-

dren except that Arnold Geselll® mentions that children of these

age groups enjoy hiking and going for walks in the woods. The
reason nmore has not been done in this regerd, I belleve, is ba-

1% Volberding, "Out of School Behavior of Eleven Year
Hljemengtayry o

Ssheol Journsl, XLVIII, 438,
15 Gesell, Ihe Child from Em 3o Ten, 206.
16 Ipid. 370.




£

cause children will ordinarily grasp at the chance to take any
trip, so long as 1t 15 pleasursble.

Arnold Gesell has made several observations regarding
reoreational reading wvhich correlate quite closely with this
study. He statesas

Nine 15 a great reader. He rarely reads fairy tales
T Rk R ST
interest him. Although he enjoys the clas:ics he 1s

- 8t1ll very fond of his comic books, which deal with
adventure, war, and slapstick domestic humor.l?

Paul A, Wittyls drave one's attention to the faet that
reading comicas is a favorite resding pursuit. Table VI on page
36 of this study lists comics as the most common type of reading
interest, Animal stories, mysteries, bilographies, and adventure
stories rate high, too; whereas fairy tales rate quite low,
Autoblographies, riddles, practical books, poetry, and legends
also remained at the lower extremity of raading frequency because)
there were fewsr books of these types available for children's
use and because the children's interest was not centered on them
as much,

Only one reference to music and dancing from previous

studles was noted. Arnold Gesell says that at this age,

17 Gesell, Ihe Child from Five $o Ien, 206.

18 witty, "Children's Interest in Comics, Radio,

Motion Pictures, and IV", Edugcstional Administration Super-
yision, XXXVIII, 140, s
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there is not much companionship between the sexes.

They keep apart by intermittent feuds snd sepsratist

truces, but they also enjoy group games of one sex

‘dg§g§§ ghe other and the formal situaztion of dancing
At the children's request, we did folk and square dancing during
recess periods at school. It was kept on a voluntary basis, yet
all the children of my c¢lass participated in it and looked fore
ward to each perilod. |

In her study of a typical group of middle~western
eleven-year-olds, Eleanor Volberding?C stated that several chile
dren belonged to the Girl Scouts and 4-H Clubs, but, as a whole,
there was little interest in clubs manifested. The boys, in her
observation, were not permitted to be Boy Becouts, and the Cub
Scout group did not funetion well., In our school the Brownles,
Girl 8ecouts, Cub Scouts, and Boy Scouts were organized, but not
many children, boys especially, belonged. The Girl Scout group
ﬁns, by far, more successful,
Arnold Gesell?l made a reference to spontaneous clubs

when he said they were short-lived. This faet I, too, noted and
discussed 1in my study in Chapter IX,

I was unable to discover any references to children's

19 Gesell, Jhe Child {rop Five to Ien, 216.

20 Volberﬁing, "Oout of Bchool Bahavtor of Eleven Year
Olds", Elementary School Jourpal, XLVIII, %439.

21 Gesell, Zhe Child from Five Lo Jen, 370.




66

-

likes and dislikes in regard to the use of playground ecuipment.
Therefore, no comparison can be made.

Blesnor Volberding2? writes of jobs for earning momney
in which she states that the eleveneyear-old boys do peddle pa-
pers, mow lswns, shovel snow, run errands, and collect and sell
old papers, bottles, scrap iron, and junk, vhereas the main ccou-
pation of the girls 1z caring for bables. 4ll of these occupa~
tions, with the exception of collecting papers, bottles, scrap
iron, and jJunk to sell, are at the top of the 1ist in Tadble X of
Chapter XI on page 55 of this thesis. I am sure the parents of
| children used in this study would not permit their children to
sell the above mentioned articles.

The coneclusion, then, that can be drawn from the com-
parison of the present study with forrmer ~nes 18 that there is a
great similerity in results. Minor differences have been ob~
served, and a possible explanation given. An attempt has been
made to keep this study as accurate as possiblej however, all
results were obtained from the children's responses. These are
not always reliable although honesty was stressed and the check
lists were marked dally.

God grant that this project may encourage other teache
ers to use similar or different methods in order to understand

23 Valberding, *Out of 8chool Behavior of Eleven Yesr
Elemen Behool Jowrpal, XLVIIXI, 44O,
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their pupils as thoroughly as possible in the yesr they have them
under their care. If it accomplishes this aim, I shall feel
amply rewarded.
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APPENDIX I

CHECK LIST BASED ON THE LEISURE ACTIVITILE OF THE
FIFTH ORADE STUDENTS OF SAINT MONICA BCHOCGL
Rame Wesk of

Part I Games and Sportss Kindly check asny games or sports in

E..ﬁ. EE}%@h‘you Mrt.;eipatedmﬂ& IEE ‘

By

m"i.u.l

vﬁ?

m ‘
15,1 mrr ng 8

'I«_vﬂ‘;r 1124103

reu nil

L BT

m r

m; peke

«"’*1 ”

ﬂom wely 153 » Hunting




Part I Games and Ef%f‘ﬁi
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Part II Hobbles: Kindly check the day you worked on any of
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Part III Movies:

ds

Kindly list the movies you attended and the
type of each. Check the day.

EE

]

T

F

8]

i

£

Part IV Radio and Television:
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Please check the radio and tele~
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13. Dragnet.
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Part IV Rsdic

continued)
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75. Your Show
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Part V Trips:

-

73
Kindly list the trips you took and check the

—Eel

%

days you were away. °
FIATTRIE
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Part VI Recreational Reading:

Kindly list the title, author,
and type of book you read.

Part V1I Music

L] ‘i {21 3

Please cheock the day on which you
took part in any of the following

tivities. _
aCctivy €8 iiiﬁﬂ

and Dancings
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6. Pla
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10, Voice

11. Violio
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Part VIII Organizations:

Kindly check the days on which you

et. 7 ’
1 W -4 =T
1. Cub scouts | - TR 1. Broynte ﬁi&&ﬁﬂ
£+ 841r1_Scouts
3. Altar Boys 3. L4 Helo
H
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Part IX Use of

Playground Equipment:

A

et e Ao

LIELS

i lowing e
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-

K

Kindly check the day on
*  which you used the fol-

e

T

Part X Household Chores:

i

21
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TIE[S]S

Pormed any of these

'l

)

Kindly check the day on which you per-
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