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CBAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The purpcse of this thesis is to investigate the motives behind the
opposition of Busaia, Prussia and Austria, to the creation of an indspandent
Polish state from 1795 to the Congress of Vienna in 1815. The opposition of
the above-nmentioned Powors was centered against the Duchy of Warsaw which
Napoleon created in 1807 and which in the eyes of these Powers was the
mucleus of a restored and independent Poland. The Polieh people themsalves
congidered the Duchy of Warsaw a step toward the complete re-establishment of
the Pallsh Kingdom as it existed before the three Partitions of 1772, 1793 and
1795. The writer of this thesis also believed that the Duchy of VWarsaw was
the beginning of eventual Polish restoration in 1918 and for this reason
undartook the study of Partitioned Poland during the Hepoleonic era,

It is imposaible to comprehend fully the Polish styuggle for
independence during the era of the Duchy of ¥Warsew without the sketchy backe
ground of what preceded it. The Poland for which the people hoped was not the
nation as it exiats in the present day but as it oxisted during the days of
its most famous kings. The Pollsh people dreamed of & Poland which was a
united nation when other Buropean nations wore only a conglomeration of amall
states, a Poland which in the sixteenth century was the wost spacious Empire
in Europe, extending from the Baliic to the Black Seas. The Polish Empire was

1
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pegun by Queen Jadwiga and continued to expand under the ruls of the |
Jagellonian dynasty which began in 1400. The first Jagiello, husband of
Queen Jadwiga, reigned for forty-eight years, the longest rule in Polish
historys All of the Polish Kings of the Jagellonian dynasty were Cathollcs
and foes of Protestantism, and through their cooperation the Protestant Revolt
in Poland falled to reach the massas of the people and touched only the
nobilitys The Jagellonian Kings alded the Jesuits in preserving the
catholicism of the Polish pesople. While the J&gmmmAm“ty was engaged
in wars with the Tartars, Prussia, Hungary and Muscovy, which was driven back
from the Baltie, the territory of the Polish Kingdom expanded to the north,
south, east and weat. Ancther mamplitmant of the Jagellona was the union
of Lithmania and Poland and the subsequent conversion of the Lithuanians to
Catholicism and westernization of their culture, all of which tended to
strengthen the bond of unity between the two nations. The rule of the
Jagellons began the "Golden Age" of Poland during which Polish literatwre, ari,
music, sculpture fell under the influence of the Rennaissance. During the
reign of Siglarmund August, the last of the Jagellon dynasty, Poland was at her
senith.

In 1576, Stephm.ﬂatary became the elected Xing of Poland, It was
under his reign that Poland ocoupied ihe largest amount of territory. Batory
was a disappointment for the nobility which espoused the cause of
Protestantisn and hoped that the new Xing would favor their religlous views.
Batory, howevaer, proved to be a fervent Catholic and oontinued the fight of
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the Jagellons ggamﬁt. the heretical dostrines. During his rule, Batory saw
the initial rise of Moscow from a weak undeveloped neighbor toward the
powerful Eastern Buropean nation which finally emerged and engulfed most of
the Polish Xingdome

After the death of Batory, Sigismund III began the Vasa dynasty in
1586, 8iglemund IIT was the heir to the Swedish throne but the nobility
urged hin to ascept the Polish throne. The acoeptance of the Polish crown did
not deter Siglammd from coveting the Swedish throne and his loss of the
Swedish crown was the cause of many wars with Sweden which eventually
culminated with the Polish loss of Livonias Sigismund's marriage to an
Austrian caused the Polish nobiliiy oonsiderable grief because even at this
early date the Austrians presented a menace for Paland. Although the
Austrian monarchy was Catholle and, therefore, a natural ally of Polamd
againat the encorachments of Protestant Sweden and Rrandenburg, the
territorial expansionist views of the Austrians evoked resentment against any
gsuch allisnce. In addition to the wars with Sweden, the Vasa dynasiy engaged
in wars with Huscovy (Russia), Turkey, the Tartars and the Cossacks who
continually plagusd the Polish borders. During the Vasa dynasty, Poland
suffered considerable territorial losses which ingluded East Prussia to
Brandenburg and a broad belt of White Russia to the Csar. HRuesia acguired
Smolensk, Kiev, Pultava, and part of the Ukraine. The Vasas, Sigilsmumnd 11T,
Wadyslaw IV and Jan Casimir, all continued the fight against Protestantiem
but in muny instances practiced tolerance toward the Dissidents.

After Jan Casimir, the next elected King of Poland was Jan Sobieskl,
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who accepted the Polish throne in 167hs This Polish King was famous for his
gnrelenting wars against the Cossacks and Tartars, but even more immortal for
the defeat of the Turks at Vienna. The defeat at Vienna banished the Turk
forever from Poland and Burope and saved the wholes of Burope for Christianity.
As King of Poland, Sobieski attempted to preserve the independence of Poland
in spite of the inroads which Russia and Frussia made into Polish territory
during the 17th century. Sobieski tried to unite former lost provinces to
pPoland but was unsuccessful in his attempts. His reign, as those of his
predscessors was hampered not only from without but also from within the
Polish Kingdome The main couse of dissension in Poland was the extensive
powsr which the nobility continually prooseded to exercise over the King and
the govermment of the Kingdom« The nobles bellseved themselves to be squal to
the King in power and through the Libeyusm Veto and the Pacta Conventa limdited
the rights of the Polish momarch and paved the way for the downfall of the
Kingdoms In the 17th century Poland became ripe for her ultimate destruction
in the 18the

Sobleski's death ushered in the "Dark Age® of Poland and brought her
in the aight of the dismemberment. Por the first time in Polish history, the
Polish crown sat upon the head of a German, Frederick August (Augustus II.)
Augustus IY began the Saxon dynasty which direcily contributed to the
destruction of the Kingdom of Poland by Russeia, Prussia and Austria. 1The

Saxon Kings of Poland did not wish to rebuild the nation but continued to
deplete Polish resources in struggles with Sweden., The Saxon dynasty
differed in religion and culture from the Polish people and actually covéted
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polish territory as the Qerman possessions, 8.g., Silesia. After Swedish
vistory, Auvgustus II was forced to leave the throne to Stanislaw lnsmsyﬁ&ki
whom the Pope and the Poles refused to supports Eventually the Russian COsar
interfersd and Augustus II was placed back on the throne, although the Polish
nobility objected to such a move. Russian power placed Augustus II back on
the throne and from that point on the Czar continued to exercise his
influence over the Polish Kingdom, through the Saxon dynasty which was loyal
to hims The Saxons were loyal to the Csar to the extent that they lnvited
the dismemberment of Poland, Hussia and Prussia united for future astion
against Poland but did not take any active steps to carry out the dismembere
wonts The Poles began to realise the "loss" of their independence but falled
to agree ci how to save 1t now that Russia gained influence over their
gountiVe

All during the Saxon relgn, the Prussians continued to exsreise
their influence upon Russia to pariition Poland. 7The Caars were reluctant at
first to openly make any aggressive act but were content to wield their power
over the Polish Kings. In addition, Turkey wanted the status quo of Poland,
France favored the Poles, as did Austria, who considered herself the natural
ally of a Catholic Poland, However, during the reign of the Russian puppet
¥ing Stanislaus Augustus, 1764 to 1795, Poland's &llies failed to support her
cause of independence. England was not conceined with Poland, France was
reluctant w give full support, and the Czarina Catherine of Russia and
Fraderick of Prussia looked toward the dismemberment. Catherine and Frederick
not only wanted territorial sxpansion but also wished to protect and restore




the Dissidents who wers not influential in Polande

The Baltlc Confederation and the Accusation of attenpted regicide
was an excuse for the Partition of Poland in 1772 by the thres Powers, Russia,
Prussia snd Austria. Russia received the greatest sectim of land on
poland's east, including Whiits Ruthenias Prussia took the northern section of
poland, West Prussis, except Dansig and Torun (Thorne) Austria took almost
as much as Russia with twice the population. The territory taken by Austria
ponstituted almost all of Iittle Poland and was renarwd Galicia. Cracow,
however, remained in Polish hands. The Poles had to sccept the Partition and
the Polish Diet in 1775 was foreed to ratify it. The ?Oli.uh population was
decimated and many of the menbers of the Diet were bribed to pass the
ratification.

- In 1791 the famous Polish Constitution of May 3 was pramlgated
which stated that the power to govern came from the peoplej divided the
govermment into three separate bodies, the Exeoutive, legislative and
Judicialy granted privileges to the peasants and providad for religlous
tolerance, These were a few major points which the constitution embodied,
This gonstitution was a bright and reassuring incident in the ilves of the
Polish people after the dark days of the First Partition. However, the
Partitioning Powors believed that the Poles were incapable of independence
desplite eight centuries of hiatory a8 a great nation and in 1793 Russis and
Prussia executed the Second Partition of Poland. On the pretext that Poland
disturbed the peace of Eurcpe, Russian troops entered Poland and ocoupled
Waraaw. Prince Joseph Ponliatowski and Thaddeus Kosoiusako fought the ine
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vading aruies 233:% were unsuccessful and failed to repel the attack. Prussia
ook Posen, Danzig and ?wm;, with the surrounding area, and Russia occupled
the Uaraine, the rest of vhite Ruthenia and the Pripet. As in the Pirst
pPartition, the Polish Diet was foreced to accept that of 1793. '

The two Partitions aroused the intense nationalism of the Poles
which yresulted in a Polish insurrection led by Koaciuvssko. The insurrection
was suppressed and the Third and final Partition was accomplished in 1795
which eompletely abolished the Kingdom of Polands ALl three Powors
participated in the Partition but the largest share of territory fell under
Russian domination. Austria took Cracow and the surrounding territory while
Prusais ocoupied the northweastern ares which included Warsaw. The Poles
could not rely an ald fyom the other Western European Powers which were
involved in perslstent struggles among thenselves and thus accepted the
"aceomplished fact" of the annihilation of Poland. After the last Partition,
the Polish patriots wore exiled and turned their attention toward any Power
which would aid them in the future, One group looked to Turkey, which never
recognized the Partitions. Another looked toward France which was an ally in
the past but who in 1772 to 1795 was determined to remain aloof for her om
safety. Napoleon's rise to power kindled the Polish hopes which focused their
attention upon the Prench ruler as the ultimate source of Polish deliverance
from under the yoke of the Partitioning Powers.




CHAPTER IX
THE PRELUDE, 1796-1508

Prom the moment of his appearancs on the Kuropean scene, Napoleon
considered Russia, Prussia and Austria a constant threat to his political
ambitions for the domination of Europe, and the maintenance of his power in
France itself., Napoleon was acutely aware of his position as a usurper in
the eyes of the legitimate rulers of Burops, PFurthermore, it was also
esgential that he maintain his wilitary successes to cope with the possibility
of dissatisfaction among the French people. Hapoleon expressed his uneasiness
to Metternich when he sald that while the sovereigns born on the throne counld
suffer defeat and atill return to their capitals as rulers, he could not do
so, He stated that he was a scldler of fortyne and that his power would end
when he ceased to be strong and fail to captivate the imagination of the
pecplest

Hapoleon also indicated that because of the revolution in France and
the existence of a new type of govermmnt, there would be an antipathy between
the young republic and the old monarchies of Eurcpe. Napoleon further stated
that & spirit of hostility would always exist betwsen two such distinet forms
of governmant and remarked that he intended to safeguard the position of

1 leonid I. Strakhovsky, Alexander I of Russia, The ¥ho
Defeated Napoleon, New York, 19L7, 62 =

8
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france 88 a 1ea§ing state even though it meant taking up arms to do ao.
Napoleon added that bscause of the above situation every treaty of peace |
would be but a brief armistice and while he remained in his present office
his destiny was one of continued fighting.? HNapoleon's attitude definitely
polnted to the fast that he perceived that the legitimate rulors of Burcpe
Wﬂd not tolerste his political maneuvers with respeoct to the enlargement of
the French Empire and would contimue to interfere in his foreign affairs.
Driven by the neceasity of protecting himself and his inlerests,
flapolem resorted to the formation of a barrier between himself and his
botential enemles. The barrier whish Napoleon intended to creats was &
partially restored Poland, whose territory, since the last partition in 1795,
bras divided among his enemies, Russia, Prussia and Austria. Poland's
jstrategic position between Prussia and Bussia made 1t an ideal buffer state
betwoen Napoleon and his strongest continental enemy, Russias. Napoleon's
Em, however, had to take into acoount the defeat of Prussia before such a

arrier could be effectively exeouted. The sctive gooperation of the Poles
pras also a necessity before the buffer state ocould be established and fulfill
the purpose for which it was intended,

Tho partition of Poland left the population in a state of discontent
which, if effectively utilised was a dangerous weapon, particularly againat the
ian Cuzar, Alexander I, Napoleon knew that if he could win the Polish
triots over to his canse by promising them the restoration of thelr former

2 lLord joton, (ed.) Cambridge Modern History, Cambridge
lengland, 193k, IX, 79 » e — !
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kingdom, he would not only gain military aid from the Poles but would also
create unrest among his enemiss, With this end in view, Napoleon immediately
proceeded to align the Poles into his oamp, and deliberately and methodically
aroused their nationalistic spirit and intensified the desire for restoration
of Polend as an independent state. The magic and the great image of
Napoleon aroused the Poles to rally to Rapoleonis side.

It would be unfalr to state that Nepoleon had no sympathy with the
Polish cause and that the sale purpose throughout his career was to use
poland as a tool for the ashievemant of his ultimate objective. Early in his
1ife he becams influenced by Roussoau's treatise on Poland, written shortly
before the Firat Partitlon of 1772,° However, unfulfilled promises which
Napolson made to the Polea geemed to indicate that their welfare was far from
being the real motivation behind his desire {0 re~establish the Kingdom of
Polande |

Napoleon courted the Polish patriots with promises designed to
bring the most active leaders into his sphere of influence. These promises,
howaver, definitely brought ocut the faet that his first duty was to Franoe
and that he would not give ald t¢ the Polea at the expense of his owm comntrye.
Hapoleon expreased this ldea when he said that he loved the Poles and would
like to make them independent but his first duty was to France which he could
not sacrifice in order to benefit Poland. He indicated that since Russia,
Prussia and Austria all had a slice of Poland, any attempt 1o regein lost

W. Po Reddawny, et al., eds History of Poland
o idga, Rt Ja o &Les »s The Capbridge History of Poland,




i1
territory might start a conflagration which he would be unable to wppmsmh
All the assurances which Napoleon made to the Poles wera mbiaumaanﬂdm
not astually guarantes the future status of Poland. While on the one hand
Napoleon considered the partitions a disgrace, he also suggested that it
would b impossible for him to asccomplish what the Poles desired unless they
thenselves took up the sword and joined him, in what he told them was a
Polish campaigne Ne aroused to fanaticism the national feeling of the Poles
and encouraged them to beliove that he would come as their liberator.

The vague promises which Napoleon made only tended to bring forth
pew Polish demands for more asoncrete guarantees that their csuse would not be
forgottens Upon receipt of a letter from a Polish patrioct, Count Oglisii,
Napoleon told Sulkowski, his aidedowcamp that he loved and estesmed the Poles
and that the Partition of Poland was an ast of iniquity which could not be
defended. Napoleon sald that after the war in Italy was finished, he would
demand that the Russians return Polish provinces to the Poles. However,
Napolecn added that the Poles should not depend upon foreign assistance but
prepare to defend themselves, anmmoy the Russians and organize their forces
because a nation which was crushed by ita neighbors gonld only be restored by .
the sword,” The above remark made by Napolecn in 1796, while he was at the
head of the French army in Italy,; was charscteristis of his future promises
made to the Polish people. Hapoleon refrained from openly appealing in his

I Louis Antoine Pauvelet de Bourrienns, Memwoirs of Napoleon
Bonaparis, eds Re W, Phipps, New York, 1889, III, 93,

218219 s James Flotcher, Egqe, m‘ glﬁm Qg _P_OM, Yeow York, 1831'
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own person to Em Poles as a nation, but he did not hesitate to permit others
to do 80 in his behalf, Many of the Polish soldiers who joinsd the French
arnyy were sent back into Poland with the specific purposs of arousing the
Poles to revolt in tho Russian, Prussian and Austrian sectors of Polmdsﬁ
Napoleon's constant efforte to win the Poles to his cause bore fruit and
by 1797 the Pollsh legions in the French army smounted to 8,000 and by 1801
the figure had risen to 15,000 mon.’ 'The Polish imaginaticn was drawn toward
the nasgnetlc personality of Napoloon and hope in his pledges grew despite hias
failure to give congcrete proof of his intentions with respect to Polande The
three Partitions left the population in all soctors of Poland stunned and in
a state of bitter reseniment, and when a glimmor of hope arosse, which
promised fruition of their most fervent desires, the Polish people eagerly
ascepted what Napoleon had to offer even if that only meant the restoration of
Poland and its subsequent relegation to a barrier state.

Polish hope contimied to rise until the signing of the treaties of
Cazpo Pormio in 1797 with Austria, and Luneville in 1801 with Russim, which
oompletely disregarded Polish aspirations and millitary aid given to Hepoleom
during the campaigns, The Lmeville treaty was especially irritating to the
Polish people since it stated that no help would be given them by Prance

6 Ihe History of Napoleon Puonaparte, London, nede, I, 35le

7 Wiadyslaw Smolerski, Narod Polski w Walce O Byt, Zarys
Historyesny, Wersaw, 1919, ko« ~ — .
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toward the restoration of the fomer Polish Kingdomsd After 1801 the Palish
soldiers either renained with Napoleon on the basis that he would changs his
mind or else yeturned home, Polish ambitions also received a setback
imediately after Luneville when Napoleon sent the majority of the Polish
soldiers to San Domingo to assist the French in & futile effort to recover
the island from the revolting negrovs, with the result that almost all of the
pen wore killed by yellow fever.’

The cynical attitude shown by Napoleop~~his love and admiration for
the Polish people on the one side and his total indifference of their desires
for independence on the other-egonvinced the Polish patriots that the promises
made by Napoleon would not be sasily fulfilled and that their couniyy would
be used as a cawp for further activity against the emeuies of Franoe.l”
Despite such an unpromising future, most of the Poles were aware that even
though Napolson did not ascomplish what he had pledged, he was still the anly
one to whom they could turn to and, therefore, continued to be his allies
against his enemies who were their own as welle. The Poles who followed
Napoleon knew that none of the Partitioning Powers, Bussia, Prussia, or
Austria, would becoms thelr benefactor as ewach had a great ssotiom of their
country wider ite domination and, therefore, only a military upset for e of
these powers dould mean svenbtual restoration of independence.

8 BolesXaw Limanowski, Studwudsiestoletnia VWalks Narodu Polsiiego
Q Miepodieglosa, Gracow, 1916, 37. |

9 Caubridge History of Poland, 210,
10 Earl of Kerry, ed., Ihe First Hapolecn, Boston, 1925, 15
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In tlze mneantime, the extent of Hapoleon's promises fluctuated with
the degree of friendliness betwsen himself and Russis, Prussis and Austria.
ghen 1t appeared that a breach was inevitable, he wooed the Poles, and when
he no longer fesred or meeded any of these powers, his attltude toward the
polish cause chilled, It is doubtful whether Napoleon gave serious thought
to Polish restoration on the basis desired by the Poles, that is complete
autonomy and resovery of former territory. Even though his sympathiss might
have been with the people, it still meant that he would alienate either one of
|the Partitioning Fowers er all three if he plamed to execute promises made
to the Poless

Hapoleon realized that any definite commitment to the Poles meant
that he would have to provoks Austria to regain the Polish provinces under
Habsburg domination. These were rich provinces which would deprive Austria
of considerable wealth, It would be necessary to provokePrussia which also
held Polish territory, and would be most reluctant to part with her
possessions. Opposition to such a plan was even greater on the part of
Russia, which already held the largest share of Polish mmsw and would,
therefore, be the most vociferous objector to any such sshemes Napoleon was
avare that if he attempiled ‘ta provoks either Austria 01" Prussia he would
necessarily have to coniend with Ruasia as their ally. The French Empercr's
entire attitude of being noncommital gave the iupression that he oonsidered
Russlian, Prusgian and Austrien friendship more valuable at this time and that
Polish gratitude would not compensa
between Frence and the Partitioning Powers.
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After disappointment in Napoleon, the eyes of many Poles turmed

astward toward Russias as the source of their deliverance with more than nild
eiprocitye 1In 1803, all of continental Europe feared France, and Russia,

e ehe aggumed & pacific and inoffensive position, was also consoious of

threat to her om security. Alexander was genuinely converned lest
apoleon wrest Gallicla from Austria and prepare the way for the restoration of

whole kingdoms Prince Adam Czartorysid, a Polish nobleman and Sta
tersburg ¥inlster of Foreign Affairs, wrote to Alexander and reminded him
khat Russia had a vulnerable point in Poland and, therefore, should take scme
Lt.aps to safeguard it fram posaible invasion by ﬁmlaomn The plan
beartoryskl urgod was for Alsxander to proclaim himself King of Poland, by
pome means acquire both Prussisn and Austrian Poland, and unite ths three under
his seepm.m The plan found great favor with Alexander whose fears of |
Napoleon inareased rapidly. Alexander, however, was reticent to embark on a
pbolicy which would alienate both Prussia and Austria at this time. Around
R8O Alaxander might have been willing to reconstitute Poland under a Russian
brotectorate but the strongest opposition to such a plan came from the Russian
bligarchy and he would have to gontend with them as did his father, Paul 1013
?em:!., howsver, did not consider Napoleon a menace, but on the contrary held a

h902 152 11 Alfred Rambaud, Russla, trans. by leonora D, Lang, Hew York,
» »

12 Smoledski, Narod Polski, Ll.
13 Michal Bobramyriski, Dzieje Polski w Zarysie, Warsaw, 1931, III,

B2.
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infatuation for him, and did not concern himself with the fact whether
¢ ruler of France was logitimate or not, aa].mgaa!naouldmhmuf
Alezander, did not hold the same opinion as his father and wus
raced with the negessity of protesting himself and his dynastic interests.
sartoryski continued to urge Alexander to proclaim himself King
P Poland, even more strongly after Napoleon proclaimed himself Emperor of
¢ French on ¥ay 20, 1804 By April 1808, a coalition consisting of England,
ustria, Sweden and Russia was formed agalnst Napoleon, and Caartoryaki

igpented that when France was defeateds

The Rupercy of Russia, taking the title of King of Poland,

will have all the territories that belonged to Poland

before the first partition together with the country

called the Kingdom of Prussia, #o0 that his new frontier

would extend from Dantsig to the sources of the Viatula,

and thence along Carpathians as far as the source

of the Dniaester.

The plan advocated by Csartoryski was received rather halfe
heartedly by Alexander who did not wish to alienate his ally Prussia, which

Fas not a member of the coalition. At the same time, Alexander was reluctant

o lose Czartoryskits friendship because he considered him a valuable means by
[hiah to induce the Foles away from Napoleon's sphers of influwence, In
pddition to sppeasing Czartoryski Alexander also made promises to the Polish
people, whisch increased with his anxiety over Napoleon's steadily rising
pilitary successes. Alexander's constant refusal to accept his plan dis~
pouraged Csaricoryski who wrote that the only reasons which detained him in

1 Adam Glelgud, ed., Memoirs of Prince Adam Cmartoryski, Londom,
IB-B&, I, 27,

15 Ibid., II, 53.




dicated that Alexsnder spoke of Poland at more and prolonged intervals and
haturned to the subject only when he felt that the Pole was discouraged. The
honsolation which the Czar offered was vague and (}aartdmxi admitted that
arts inoreasing difficulty to deal with the Polish problem weakened
e anly real bond of friendship betweén the two men.iC ,
Czartoryski's strong personal attachment to Alexander was severely
1 during 1801 and 1804, a period during which Alexsnder promised much but
fid 1ittle to carry out his plans for Foland's restoration. In his early
hasociation Ceartoryski firmly believed in Alexander and this belief oost him
post of his friends in Poland, who considered him a traltor to his country.
the warnings of his friends did not deter Cazartoryski from allegiance to
ander, who made a reciprocal agreement with France not to protect
political refugees nor help them in theiyr effurts against the established
brder in thelr respective countries. This reciprocal agreement was almed Ly
France againat the legitimists and by msia againat the Poles who sought
refuge from Russlen daminations:! Csartorysidi considered Alexanderts first
public aot an abandorment of the sentiments which united the Polish noble and
) Russian Gzare However, Csartoryski still believed that Alexander had not
orgottan the Polish cause and hoped that when Napoleon no longer needed
slan friendship, Alexander would ehange his mind. Cszartorysitits friends

16 Joide, I, 2694
1T Ibide, 27L.
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and famlly told him that he had nothing to gain from one of Polandts enenies
and that actually Alexander was as ifmperialistically inclined as all the
frussian Csars had beene Siill, Czartorysid maintained that Alexander did not
pursue his imperialistic policy at the beginning but was forced into it hy
the situation at home® By 180k, however, Csartorysii held the apinion that
whils the intemal difficultles in Russia might have retarded her advancs for
more extensive domination of Eurcpe, the apirit of Peter the Great still
hovered over his empire and his pitiless ambition lay at the bottom of every
Russian mm.”

In his Memoirs Caartoryski referred to Alexanderts motivation for
his present foreign policy and its likensss to that of all the Russien Czars
when he wrotes

The Cears of Hoscow had had the instinet of conquest sinoce

the reign of Ivan the Cruel « « « ¢ It was under Peter the

Great, howsver, ihat Russian policy first assumed that decglided

the stable character which it has maintained to this day.

All the objects which Russia increasingly pursues with indew

fatigable perseverence~-amounting to nothing less than the

subjugation of the greater part of Burope and Asis--wore

olearly conceived and designated to his successors ty Poter

the Great.20

The abowe opinion expressed by Csartoryski, clearly illustrated ae
held by the Poles who turned their attentions toward NHapoleon as the potsntlial
liberator, but it was even more important to note that it was held by such &

nan as Cgartoryski, who had continually offered his services to Alexander in

18 Mi' 11, 8.
19 Ivid.
20 Ibid., 7-B.
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the hopes that the Russian Cgzar would look with favor upon the Polish cause.
Many historians clalmed that Csartoryski was completely duped by Alexander
and because of his complete faith in the Osar contimued in his service.
Howsver, this was not the cases Actually, as his Memolrs indicated, he
realized that Alexsnder was driven by the same dynastic interests as the
former Omars. In 1804 Czartoryski also wrote that he did not pronounse the
name of Poland as it raised many diffisulties. The Polish nobleman added
that no Russian was ever on his omn initlative or will favorable toward
Poland and that he himeelf eventually becams convinced that there was no
exception to the m,ﬁ Despite such a firm oonviotion that Alexander was
an imperialist at heart, Csartoryski remained loyal to him and &t many
future opportunities contimuiad to urge Alexander to proclainm himself the King
of Poland and restore all of the former territories under his rule. As
previously indicated, Alexander refused to consider such a step in 180l
because he kneow that it would negessitate an act of sggreasion on either one
of his allies, Prussia or sustria.

While Alexander refrained from any outward act of aggression against
Prussia, at the very beginning of the formation of the coalition of England,
Austria; Russia and Sweden against Prance, he did procesed to incite the
population of Prussian Poland to revolt and to acoept him as their King.2:
Alexander did not, however, accept Caartoryski's plan whereby Prussian Poland
would be confiscated by Russis and included into the proposed restored

21 Ibid., 11~12.

22 Capts L. Fe de Suchormewski, The History of Poland and Rusaia,
Mj 1855} 8&
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polish Kingdom, Alexander's reluctance to perform any overt act agalnst his
potentisl ally, Prussia, was based upon many fastors. As early as the spring
of 1802, Alsxsnder had wet the Prussimn King, Frederiock William III at Memel,
and formed a personal liking for Frederick william to which the latter after
wards owed the preservation of his monarehy. In his Memolrs,; Czartoryski
indlcated that the relations between Russia and Prussia were purely personal
betwoen the two monmarchs and that there was no real sympathy between their
respsctive Cabinets, armles or the pecpls themselves,> Csartoryaki stated
that Prussia's equivocal conduct, her willingness to submit to French
influence and the profit which she obtained through such & relationship,
greatly irritated the Fussiane.2’

Evidenoce of the lack of harmony between officials of the two
nonarche was examplified by the mission of M. de Wintaingerods, who was sent
by Alexander to Berlin in 180L to learn of the political situation with
respect to the possible rupture of relations with France. Caartoryski stated
that de Winteingerode was not amicably disposed to Prussia and informed
Alexander of the extent of Prusslan nilitary resources and did not conceal
the uncertaln policy of the Prussian statesmen. In addition, de Wintaingerode
gave little hope of effective cooperation betwsen Russis and Prussia in the
event of a rupture with Franm;as

23 Olelgud, Memoirs of Csartoryski, I, 281.
2’4 Ibd.d., 3180
25 Iblde, IT, Ge
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The Prussians themselves were very susplclous of Alexander's
motives, especially after they learmed of his intrigues with the Poles to
revolt in the Prussian Polish sectors The Prussiasns were also aware that
Alexander was urged by Csartoryski ito confiscate Prussian Poland and include
it in the restored Polish Kingdom. Baron vom Stein, one of Frederick
william's ministors wrote of the possible Polish restoration and union with
Russia, and expressed his fears of Russisn motives. Stein inquireds

But how is the restoration of Poland and its union with

Russia related to the broad interest of England, Ausiria,

Germany? The question is oasy to answer when we consider

that in that case the Weichsel and the Oder almost from

Custrin would be Ruseia's boundary, and that the most

Lmportant harbours and the revermouths of the Balidc

would come into her possession, that the Polish frontier

encircles Mungary, Silesia, Pomerania,; Neumark, and

threatens the heart of Cermany--it is unnecessary to

linger on the development of such ideas and their monstrous

mmqmaa*...%[&usam] v o« » dosire the

Yelchsael for a frontiers :

The preceding excerpt definiiely pointed to the faoct that Prussia
was aware of Russian motlives, very suspicious of them, feared thelr
consequences and considered her Polish provinses a safeguard against posgible
Russian advanee further into Weetern Ewrcpe, io the detrimemt of Prusasia
herself. Thus, Prussia was not only in the unfortunate poaition of danger
from Hapoleon's military aggression but was also eager to maintaln her
Polish provinces as a protection from possible aggression from tho east.

Alexander attenpted to suppress Prussian susploions and assured

Frederiok William of his personal loyalty. Eapetially aftsr the Peace of

26 J. R. Seeley, Life and Times of Stein, London, 1878, III,
M'
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goiens in 1802 Alexander deoided to espouse the cause of Prusela in order to
help Prussis regain territories on the Rhine,27 Pricr to 1805, Frederick

willian refused to permit the Russlan army to oross through his territory but
after October 25, 1805, granted his permission for sugh action. Alexander
and Csartoryski promptly arrived in Berlin and preparations were made for the
attack upon Prance,28

The Aiustrians, who also had ‘a great deal to lose by Hapoleon's

victory over the coalition, joinsd in the plans to defeat the French
Euporors Metternich indlcated that the present status of Poland wae directly
monaced by all the measures of Hapcleon and wonld most assuredly affect the
Polish provinees under Austrian rule, which were already consideyed part of
the Austrian dynasty. In a letter to Hardenberg, Metternich wrote that the
head of the French Uovermment preclaimed his desire to ineite the Polish |
pecple under Russian, Prussian and Austrian domination and to reject the
authority of the respective amnignn who brought them into submission to
preserve them from the mlsfortunes which the French Revolution brought forth.
Hettornich added that Hapoleon did not confine himself solely to the above
activity but showed a complete disregard for the laws which the German Empire
prescribed for iis members and was a frightful presage of what could be
expeoted from the French Emperorts views with respect to Continontal Europe.

27 Sstrakhovaky, Alex
on RBussian friendliness to the same m,

2 Oielgud, Yemoirs of Csartorysid, II, 100,

63-6&, After Nepaleon's war with
in 802, Hapoleon no longer relisd
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The Austrian also stated that no one could calculate the effectivensss of his
palns respecting what was once Polmd.29 It is evident that Austria too
feared the possible restoration of the Polish Kingdom at the hands of
¥apoleon, and was aware of the use o which Napoleon would relegate a new
polish state. As early as hia first state paper in 1801, Metternich
axpressed the Austrian viewpoint toward the Pollsh provinces which ware
ineorporated Yy Austria after the thrée Partitions. In the state paper
Mettexrnich stated thats

the existence of Poland was equally important for us, for

the interests of the adjacent states, and for the general

peace of Burope. Situated between three great states,

Poland prevented the fregquent collisions which always ccour

if there is immediate contact, and for that reason alone

it had a decided value for sach of the three powers; this
value was, howsver, doubled for Prussia and ourselves.30

¥etternich added that:

the advantage to Prussia of an increased population and
extended frontier is counterwbalanced by the disadvantage
of having these frontiers in common with Russia and with
uss We are in a similar positiong no couniry but Russia
could, in apite of her enormous extension towards East,
still nourish the desire of approaching the centre of
Buropean politics; but it remains to be sesn whethsr the
partition of Poland has promoted this object.3l

The attitude taleen by Metternieh indieated that Ausiria, the same
as the other two Powsrs, Russia and Prussia, considered her Polish provinces

29 Prince Richard Hetternich, ed., Hemolrs of Prince Metternich,
trans. by Mra. Alexander Napier, Mew York, ﬁm&m.

30 Ibid., 9
31 Ibid., 9«10
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a barrier agaixtat possible sggression from the othera. There was a great
degree of mitual suspicion present in the relations betwsen these ammtrm..
It was also evident that both Austria and Prussis had a mutual fear not only
of Napoleon but also of Russiae who they believed was thinking in terms of
expansion to the Rhines

In 1805, Napolson prosented an immediate threat and so the three
Powers, Russia, Prusaia and Austria, joined by England and Sweden, decided
to end the Napoleonio menace. The plans of the coslition were thwarted when
Hapoleon defeated his snemics at Austerlits on December 2, 3.3()5..32 Howaver,
the defeat at Austarlitz was not a final one for the coalition in its war
against Napoleon. The French victory provoked Alexander who went back to
Ste Peteraburg breathing revenge.

32 Botwsmyneki, Dzieje Polski, 33.




CHAPTER IIX
GROWING OPPOSITION OF THE PARTITIONING

Prussian defeat at Austerlitsz in 1805 resulted in the formation of
another coalition which consisted of England, Prussia, Sweden and Russise
The purpose of this coalition was the same as that of the previous one, the
defeat‘ of Napoleon and his plans for the dcmimtim of the continent.
Kapoleon considered Russia the greatest threat, and was espoolally prowvoied
at attempts made by Alexander to gulde the Polish people sway from himeelf
and directly into the Russian sphore of influence. To offset the plans of
Russis and the goalition, Napoleoon dacided to continue to play off Poland
against his encnies as a precautionary measure. |

Hapoleon contimed to appeal to the Poles and was directly
responsible for the formation of an insurrectionary committes atl Warsaw whose
purpose it was to distract the Partitioning Powers and create dissension in
the ranks of the Poles who locked to Fussla ss the potential liberators The
French Erperor assured many deputations of Poles who game to him that he
neveyr recognized the Partition of Poland and that he had the deepest interest
in seeing Poland restored to her rightful place among the European mﬁm.l

In order to inciie the Poles, Napoleon ordered the printing and

1 Auvgust Fournler, Mapoleon I, trans. by Annie E. Adams, Louden,
151k, I, L32.

25
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distribution of Rulhlere's Histaire de 1'snarchie de Pologne which showed
pussian initiative behind the partitions of Poland, and Plstor's Nemoires mur
1s revolution de la Pologne which was concerned with the Kescluszko upris
ings2 Napoleon alsc continued to pronounce the same ambiguous prouises which
he mads to the Poles during the previous years. Polish disiliusicmment in
Alexandor during the preceding year, 1805, gave Hapoleon the advaniage in
winning the Polish people to his sides Napoleon contimmed to dangls the
prospect of independence before the eyes of the Poles because he wanted to
reconstitute Poland not enly as & buttress but alao a8 a vast resevoir of
manpower for his future wars with the ocoalition.

After the Prussian defeat in 1805, Napoleon knew that Poland would
become the theatre of war and further turned the patriotism of the Poles to
his own acoount, He received a delegation from Prussian Poland and sald that
when he saw 30,000 to 40,000 armed men he would devlare Polish independence
at Warsaw and when it came from him 1t wonld be secure. However, Hapoleon
sald that he was far away from homs and could not shed the blood of his
Prench soldiers but would have to depend on Polish manpower to fight shoulder
to shoulder with his troo;:a.a Napoleon added that the enormous power which
always demonstrated to be the greatest enemy of thoe Poles gould be destrayed
only by & miracle. The French Emperce also stated that Austria, Prussia and
Russia often demanded France to acknowledge the partitions but France refused

2 Wiadyslaw smoleriski, Daleje Narodu Polskiege, Warsaw, 190k, 385,

3 Szymon Askenasy, Jeng a Tylsa, Monografie w Zakresie
Dziejow Howokytnych, II, Warsaw, L902; 10Le
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pecause it was to the interest of Europe and to the interest of France that
poland should exist. Napolson then told the Poles to cease their Mﬁamai
differences, unite, and take advantage of the only chance to regain their
nationality.’ In subsequent proclamations to the Polish pecple, Napaleon
consistently indicated that it was necessary for the Poles to arn themsslves
and Join his ranks if they expected him to restore their independence. In
e meeting with a deputation from warsaw, Hapoleon stated that only when
the Poles raised an army of 0,000 men would they have the right of being a
nation end subsequently have the right to his protection.’

Although Napoleon was successful in drawing Polish manpower to hia
ald, his vague promises with respect to future Poland tended to creats
suspicion of his intentions. Together with promises that Poland would be
restored, Napoleon algo gave indication that mot all of the territory would
be given independence. On December 1, 1806, Napoleon wrote to Cambacéres
about the entmsiasm of the Poles and stated that the nobility, the clergy
and the peasantry were qumammd.é The very same day Napoleon wrote a
letter to General Andrecesy, his ambassador at Vienna, which stated that
while he favored inswrrection in Russian and Prussian Polish provinces, he
would not encourage any such movement in Austrian Foland.7 Napoleon further

L Indd.

5 The Duc de Broglie, ed., Memcire of the Prince De Tallyrand,
trans, by Mre. Angus Hall, nond&x, 1§91“'T", ,"233’.‘-‘2315"

6 Cambridge History of Poland, 212,
7 Ibid.
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instructed Andvecssy to inform the Austrian Emperor, Francis I, that he would
give him a parts.nn of Silesia as an Indemmity. This, however, was not a real
offor but one merely to tesi reaction since Silesia was still under Prussian
donination and Nepoleon had not yet sompletely defeated Prussia. Giving
Austria Silesis would have been equivalant to a rupture with Prussia, Russia
and Englmd‘a The above offer also indicated that Napoleon was eager to
receive passive Austrian assistance in his cacpaigns sgainst the soalitiom,
mch to the amnoyance of the coalltlon powerss

If Napoleon had proclsimed the independence of all sections of
former Polend, he would have gained a devoted ally who would completely do
nis bidding, but as it was, Napoleon was more anxious not to exasperate at
least one of the Partitioning Powers on whom he ocould rely to passively
support him while he was engaged in conflict with either one or both of the
other powers. Due to his desire not to alienate all thres of the Partitioning
Powors at one time, his promises to the Poles never bound him formally to any
sgreement or promise which he made, Por exmmple, he would end his promise to
the Poles with the statement that God alone held in His hands the course of
all future svents and would, therefore, be the arbiter of this great political
prcmsn.? In his relations with ithe Polish people, Napoleon further indicated
his reluctance to comuit himsaelf by stating that it would be necessary for tis
Poles to show a firm resolution to become independent, prepare to support a

King who should be given to them and then he would see what he could d@.m

8 P, Lanfrey, The History of Napoleon The Pirat, 2nd. ed., London,
1886, 111, 196.

9 Ibids, 197.
10 Iuvtd., 198,
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In 1806 Napoleon also remarked that ho was not in a position to involve
prance in any new quarrels with her enemies nor was he desirous otbsgginéa
throne for his familys>>

Napolean's refusal to comnit himself to any action, despite renewed
Polish pleas, resulted in discouragement among the Polish population, which
in twm was evidenced by the lack of manpower which Joined the French army.
Tho answer to the Polish lack of cooperation was a stern admonition from
dapoleon to the effect that Lf the French army did not obtain everything it
needed, hs would burn the countyy and leawve it to the revenge of ite
enemies,*? Even after such a threat, upon his entrance into Warsaw in
Jamary of 1807, the people received Napoleon joyously and fulfilled his
requests for manpowsr, horses and foodsinifs.

Bshind the apparent revelry upon Nepoleon's entrance into Warsaw
lay strong underourrents which indicated the disunity of the Polish pecples
There were visible signs of distrust of Hapolson's intentlions, especially
anong the more enlightensd Polish lsaders who realised that in order to re-
sgtablish an indapendent country, it would be necessary for the liberator to
possess liberal viaws and the Poles were aware that this quality was not
compatible with Napoleon's eapermess to conquers Some groups believed that
if Hapoleon and Alexandsr could have compromised, Mapoleon would have
sacrificed the Poles to more important interests. The intellectuals who

c3g, o 5+ Ce Avbott, History of Napoloon fonsparte, New York,
»

12 Smolenski, Dzleje Narodu, 386.

1904, I,
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distrusted Hapoleon questloned the validity of his excuse for not giving the
poles more positive evidence of his intentions to restore Polands Napoleon
elaimed that he would not make engagements which he would be unable to fule
£11l, but the intellectuals contended that he had no fears of provoking all of
Burcpe for any reason, pesrsonal or otherwise, and therefore, his clain that
he woild antagonise his ensmlos was without justification.

" Among the group that did not 'believe sither in Napolson or in
Alexander was Thaddeus Kosciussko, Whon Napoleon first entertained the idea
of using Poland as the center of operations agalnst the coalition, he
contacted Kosciussko and urged him to accept a high position in the French
sy and use his influence in Poland to arouse all the pecple to join the
Napoleonic cavee. HNapoleon realized the emormous influence that Kosciuvssko
exercised over the people and also that a lack of it would throw discredit on
all of his protestations., Kosciussko refused to aceept Napoleonts offer
unless it was accompanied by a guarantee for the independence and liberty of
his acountry. The Polish patriot pointed to the nations which Hapoleon had
befriended and later betrayed, @.gey the Venstian Republic and Spain. In
regard to Hapoleon's intentions, Xosciussko told the Polish pecple that
Hapoleon would not restore Poland becsuse hs thought caly of his own selfish
interests. He added that Napoleon hated every great nationality and still
more emphatically the spirit of indspendence becsuse he was a tyrant and his
only alm was the satisfaction of his ambition. The Polish pavriot also
remsrked that Napoleon's primary intaerests did not permit him to create




a
anything which would be dureble.’? |

When Xosclussko refused to accept the offer, Napoleon sent Fouche
with an offer of money in return for affiliation with the French Empercrs
Napoleon also urged Kosciussko | to issue a proclamation to the Polish nation
to call the people to Jciﬁ in the fight for their independence. After
japoleon made the offer, the Polish patriot stated that he would not exohange
despotisn for despotism since the Poles had enough of it at home without
purchasing more at the price of thelr Mood.u‘ From the preceding statementsg
it is obvious that Koscliussko believed that Napoleon did not possess the
néoassary liveral views which were a prime requisite for anyone who intended
to restore the independence of a country.

Unlike Kosoiuszko, who refused to follow either Rapoleon or
Alexander, and Poniatowski, who was wholsheartedly behind Napoleon,
Czartoryskl continued tdmmin in Alexanderts service .and to press the
Russian Csar to proclaim the restoration of Poland under his sceptre.
Caartoryskl was positively opposed to the mutual understanding between
Napoleon and Alexander bocause he lmew that such an agreement meant a
negative settlement of Polish probw and the Polish cause was the sole
reason for his political attachment to Alexmder.ls Caartoryskl coolly
accepted Alexander's promises and feared the possibility of a civil war

13 Cambridpe History of Poland, 212-213,
U Fletoher, History of Poland, 288,
15 Marcelli Handelsman, Adam Csartoryski, Warsaw, 19L8, II, C3.




32

pstween the group that favored Napoleon and the group that attached itself to
Alexander, a fear which rose with the conviction that it was diffioult to |
gount on Alexander for lep.w

m still the Russian Foreign Minister, Czartoryski urged
Alexander to proclaim himself King of Poland, not only to undo the wrong that
had been dome to Poland, but also to insure his own defenses against
Napoleons In a memorandum of December &, 1806, Csartorysii pointed out the
nscessity of restoring Poland. He sald that in the struggle which was to
deoide upon the fate of Europe and of Russia, Poland was the principle
cbject of consideration between France and Russia, The memorandum added
that the two empires, which were sbout to come into mdiam ¢ollision with
aach other, looked upon Poland from different points of view, For the
Prench, Poland was a source of safety and a standpoint for fighting Russia
and ultimately penetrating within her frontiers. | Caartoryski then
indieated the Russian point of view toward Poland and the necessiiy for
Polish support of the Russian security measures. He stated thats

For Russla, on the other hand, the Poles are a motive of

contimual anxieties and susplcionsy they have frequenily

been used by Buonaparie as a bugbear to the Partitioning

Powers. Though Poland afford all the resources capable

of supporting the war and powerfully contributing to the

defense of the throme, the Russiasn Government fears to

make use of ths Poles lest they should turn against it
« « » o Under these circumstances Poland diminishes the

Stanisiaw Smolka, P hacki. 0 Przed Powstaniem
....fwdm Cracom, 1907, I 5w o e
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fam of Rusaia in the same proportion as she auvgments
that 9f France.l8

Alexander was approached many times to reconstitute Poland and
through negotiations with Austria and Prussia obtain the other portions of
dismembared Poland, fThe Csar was informed that if any of his ministera
opposed his plans with regard to Poland, they should be changed, but
Alexander refused to consider such a plan. It was difficult for Csartoryski
to understand why Alexandsr refused to proclaim himself the King of Poland
because if Alexander ever dreamed of the restoration of Poland, he saw ihe
erown of the Jagellons upon his osn hmu!.w Alexander's refusal to commit
himsalf on the question of Poland resulted in & Joyous reception for Napoleon
when he eventually entered Poland on December 18, 1806.

There were several ressons why Alexander refused to proclainm
Polish independence during 1806 and 1807. Two of these reasons wore that he
would necessarily have to alienate both Ausiria and Prussia, who were his
allies. Alexander refused Lo provoke these two powers deapite the faci that
he considared Austria a passive ally of Rapoleon and Prussia a mere puppet of
the French Emperor. All Russian political nmoves, and eventually Prussian
diplomacy, were directed toward foreing Austria to take part in the 1806 and
1807 campaigns against Napolson but the memory of recent defeat together with
the ploture of Rapoleonic successes prevented the almost willing Austrians to

18 Ibid., 166.

19 BHeinrich Gotthard von Treitachke, History of Ge in the
Nineteenth Century, trans. by Eden and Cedar Paul, Wow York
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join Prussia mq‘ Russias Since the time of Austerliiz Ausiria hed lost some
of her provinces, was in a critical economic state, suffered exhaustion of her
financial and military resources, and because of these reasons took side with
no power, encouraged all but did not commdt herself to any policy which might
endanger hor position. The Austrians fearod Napoleon, and when rumors came
to Vierma from Paris that Napoleon intended to indemmify Prussia for taking
silesia and other sestions of Poland, Metiernich was worried about sustria's
polish provinces lest these be the onos designated for that purpose.
Yetternich feared that such action might result in the downfall of the
Austrian monarchy. He also considered the possibility that Napoleon might
offer Galicla to Russia for her inactive aid to Prussia in the war, Hapoleon,
however, quieted the fears of MHetternich by stating that while he did not
consider the Polish partition by Prussia valid, he did accept the status guo
of Aunstrian Polish peamaim.m |

In a letter to Andreossy in 1006, Napoleon atated thats

I have never acknowledged the partiiion of Poland, But as

& faithful observor of treaties, through helping revolutions

in Russisn and Prussian Poland, I will not interfere in

Austrian Poland. If Austria is having some difficulties in

the center of thess movemsnts to0 retain Galicia and would

wish to axchange [Tor peacs] to cede part of Silesia, you

may state, that you are ready to begin negotiations. My

behavior camnot be peaceful. Does Austris wish to retain

Galicia? X won't interfers. Does she dseire seoret or 7
public negotiations? I am ready to do what she desires.

Although Napoleon indicated his desire to begin negotiations for the
exchange of Galicla for Silesia, Stadion indicated that the French Cabinet

20 Askenazy, Migdsy Jong a Iylza, 13.
2L Ivid., 93.




35
never formally proposed to execute such an agreement botwoen the two
sountries. Therefors, while Napolson was defeating Prussia, he had Anam
constantly at his elbow, Austria which was locking at the war not fuwr from
her borders betwoan France and the Russian~Prussian coaliilons Austria
eagerly awaited tho posalble defeai of NHapoleon and desired to take revengs
for her losses at Morengo and Answ:fum and tho treaties of mnévills and
pressburge While Austria refused to give active aid to either Napoleon ar
the coalition, she hoped for Napcleonio defeat and oontinued her position of
peutrality.

Alexander's other motive for not deolaring Polish independence was
his relati.onahip‘ with Prusgia, which was regarded as a puppet of Hapoleon.
The basis for the alliance betwoen Russia and Prusslia during 1807 was nothing
more than a friendship between Prederick Willlam IIY and Alexander I,
initiated by Alexander and oonsidered rather sudden by »aany observors. The
friondship between the two mopmarchs was especially interosting because there
was ovidence that Frederick William entertained the ldea of proclaiming
himself King of Poland. .Fmﬂariek Willlam was urged to such action by Prince
Antonl Radsiwill, but the Prusaian was relustant to take this bold step and
was afraid of the consequences to his reglme from the other Partitioning
Powerse. Vhon Dombrowsid raised a rewvolt in the Prussian provinces, which
extended to territory gained fram both partitions, Frederick William sought
Russian help to suppress the action which was encouraged by ﬂapolem.m

Despite the bond of friendship bstween the two monarchs, the

22 Ibid., 2ke
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‘Fussians were suspicious of Prusaia and her alleged conspiracy with
Napoleon, and because of this held an arrogant comtempt for Prussia.
grartoryskl was a member of ihe group which believed that Prussia did not
resist Napolaonts advances atrongly enough and in reality favored Napoleon
and pardoned his encroschments. He aleo indicated that Pruseia oould never
be & sincere ally of Russia. In a memorandum to Alexander on Januaxy 17,
1806, Czartoryski stated that:

Between France and Ruseinm, which, when Europe was in its

normal condition, could hardly come in contact with each

other, is Prussias timid by systom and by necessity of

aocnomising her resources, she can do nothing alone either

against Russia or against France. If these two Powors

ware in equal influence and in activity, Prussia would be

entirely justified in keeping on good terms with both of

them. But one is constanily encroaching on its neighbors,

while the other seeks only to protest them against such

encroactment; and it is therefore both the duty and the

interest of Prussia to join Russia in fcming a barriey

against France.23

Caartoryski's attitude not only indicated a distruat of Pruasiats
foreign policy but was izportant from the standpoint that it was an
expression of the suspicions of Prussia which circulated amseng many Russisns
in Alexander's oourt« Alexanderts friendahlp for the Prussian King, and his
subsequent military ald, therefore, evoked a great deal of surprise and
convinced Czaytoryski that his om efforts were uselsss.

The burden of the war of 1306 fell upon Russia when the Prussians
wore defeated by Napoleon at Jens and Auerstadt. The war of 1806 was

attributed to Prussia which learned that Napoleon intended to negotiate with
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gngland in regard to Hanovers The Prussians were provoked by Napolson's
diplomacy, refusad to tolerate the condition, and war followed., The
Prussiane carried the burdan of the war with Napolson by themselves until
the oocupation of Derlin and the French entrance into Poznan and Warsaws
Only then did Alexander give the Prussians military assistance. The Cmar
pent two divisions of 100,000 men to the Russian borders to wnite with
Bannigsen's Prussian division and togais!mr the armies were snocesaful in
repelling Prench advances at Pultusk during December of 1806.%  Alliance with
Russla gave the Prussians confidence of ultimate victory but after the batile
of Friedland on June 2L, 1807, Alexandsr decided that his resources were
being wasted in behalf of the Prussians and cammnicated with them to the
affect that he was withdrawing. Friedland was the decisive battle for the
Prussians and the war with Franos resulted in the Kingdoa of Frederick
William IX becoming practically a province of the F‘mnéh Empire.

After FPriadland, the power of Prussia was orushed and Mapolson
Ldopriwd her of all her possessicns betwsen the Rhine and Elbe, dethruned
|per allies of Brunswick and Hosse«Cassel, and on the east confiscated all of
Foland, and thus broke the two wings of the Prussian eagle. Napoloon
[consented to restore Frederick William to the Prussian throne solely o the
basis of his respoot for the Russian Emperor whose friendship he desired
against the menace of England.

Victory also brought Napoleom the acknowledgement of his title by
[Russia, who till then was the only recussant on the continont. Historisns

2l Askenasy, Mledsy Jeny s Iylss, 8.




38

hndicate that it was at this peace negotiation at Tilsit that Alexander gave
japcleon the title of Empercr and Majesty for the first time., Prior to that
{mo, the Russian Csar did not officially recognize Napoleon as the
hegltimate ruler of the Franch people.®® Hapoleon's triumph at Priodland
not only brought him the recognition of Bmperor of the Frensh hy the
logitimate ruler of Russia, but it also gave him a powerful ally in
\lexander whom he forced to join the continental system against England,
England was Russia's best customer and the agreemsnt with Napolson proved a
hardship for her. At the noment, the English presented an immediate
reat t0 Napoleon and he proceeded to impress Russia favorably and gain hey
kooperation in his plans to defeat England.

The means which lNapoleon used to ascguire Ruselan alliance was the
pffer of the Polish orown to Alexandsyrs Such an offer was contrary to the
| ronises which Napoleon made to the Poles to gain their ald but it was more
H&mpartant for hinm to gain Russian assistance and, therefore, the Polish
canse was secondary to hima. Napoleon had several reasons for offering the
folish provinces to Alexandor. As mentioned above, he would gain a strong
to help him carry cut his plans in Burope and defeat the English.
t:;dly, he lnew that the present condition of the Poles in Warsaw would be
dangerous to Alexanderts plans., The Polish people had tasted or at least
mv:w restoration and tims would be contimally engaged in plotting

¢tion and foous Russian attention upon themselves, away from Napolson.

25 Madame La Comiesse De Choiseul-Qouffier, Historiopl Memoirs of
% imperor Alexander I and the Gourt of Russia, trans. TONice
atterson, 2nds 6d., Chicago, s GOe
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rhaps the mosi important reason why Napoleon made the offer to Alexander
that he knew that such action would immediately antagonize Alexandarts
iesy Austria and Prussiay Prussia becasuse sho would immediatoly lose the

and Ausiria because of possible future territorial losses. This last
factor became the declsive one for Alexander's refusal of the Polish orown.

was bound by treaty with Frederick William and so refused to accept

territory from his ally. He also realized that accsptance of the crom

have given indication of his desire to possess the othor Polish
lprovinces for his cwn and openly glve confirmation to existing suspioions
in both Prussia and Austria.
When Alexander refused to accept the Polish orown, he mdiataly

affemd the Polish throne to Napoleon's brother, Jerome. Napolson wwlﬁ not

led into the trap which would have made him dependent upon the good will
of Alexender and refused. Napoleon realized that he would face difficulties
|Jover the customs at Niemen, changes of trade and politlcal discussions, and
the plasement of Jarome on the throme would have only added to his

'fioulties and would have created new ones of greater complexity than those
which already existede vhile Napoleon realiszed that Alsxander would refuse
|nis offer, he did not seem anxious to acquire the throne for himself or his
family, but at the same time reslised that the Prussian Polish province was
alveady in his hams.zé In regard to Alexanderts acceptance of the crown,
apoleon later asked Prince Kurakinow why the Russian Csar rejected the first

he presented at Tilsit. Napoleon indicated that Alexandert's acceptanos

26 Askenazy, Migdsy Jong a Iylss, 1L5-1k6.
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have eliminated the disturbances which the Duchy of Warsaw presanted
tely after iis craatim.” | |
Alexanderta refusal of the Polish throne and the wnsvitabdlity of
ercne forced Napoleon to present a third alternative. Napoleon urged that
the Prussian Polish provinces should be erscted into a Duchy of ¥Warsaw under
the rule of Prederick Augustus I, the Xing of Saxony. Saxony was & menber of
the Confederation of the Rhine and, therefore, Napoleon could exercise his
suthority over the newly-oreated Duchy which he actually intended 1o uee as a
ier against Russim. Napoleon promised Alexander at Tilsit that under no
circumstances would the Duchy be used as a weapon against Russia and that the
Inames Polak and Polsil would be omaitted in official records. It was partly
on t.hiabuia that Alexander agreed to ths formation of the Duchy of
wwm.m The promise which Napcleon made to Alexander was not kept once the
Duchy was erected and, as mentioned previcusly, contimied to present dis-
turbing influences for the Russian Gsar,
The Treaty of Tilsit was signed on July 7, 1807 and Article ¥ of
the treaty provided for the formation of the Duchy of Warsaw from Polish
provinces acquired since the 1772 Partition by Prusela. According to the
treaty, Danaig became a free city and a military road across Silesis was
provided for commnication between Saxany and the Duchy.>  Although

27 Ibid., 70.

28 Alexander Rembowski, Z Zycis Xonstytucyinego w Ksiegtwis

Warssawskiem, Warsaw, 1905, 16.

29 Cseslaw Hanke, Wypisy Do Nauki Historji Nowosyined, Od
Plerwsaego Rosbloru Polskl i Wybuoh %ﬁé’a ancuskie] do CRasow

Najnowszych, Lwéw, 1927, 6849, )
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Alexander refused the Polish crown, he was interested in the Memel district
which was confiscated from Prussia and destined to become part of the Duchy oA
warsaw. To pacify Alexander, Russia was given the Bialystock (Blalystook)

reglon in the east.

To separate the cszar for ever from his Prussiun friend,
Napoleon counselled him to enrich himself at the cost

of his wnhappy ally, and to unite the district of
Blalystock to the Russian empire. The detestable
axaction thus wrged by Bapoleon was followed by Alexander
as accommodatingly as had besn the corresponding advice
by Froederick Augustus of Saxonys he consoled his con
science with the gonsideration that if he refused,

this tnggitory would certainly have been united to
Harsuw.,

The peace at Tilsit completely forgot the existence of Austria,
which during the war between France and Russia-Prussias refused to align
hergelf with sither adversary and contimued to maintain her neutrality during
the struggle. As previously indicated, Mapoleon told Metternich that he
would not sanction any insurrection in Ausirian Poland and that he would

permit the status quo, thereby asswring himself of Austriats passive

assistance., The passive asslatance given to Napoleon coreated suspicion in
Russia and when it came to setilement of the peace negotiations at Tilsit,

Russiats former ally was completely mmd.m

Avstria oonsidered three eventual ococurrences which might result

from the Tilsit coalition of Russis and France. She conaldered the

confirmation of the Pressburg peace as the first step. Secondly, a future

30 Treitachke, History of Germany, 308.
31 Askenazy, Miedsy Jong a Tylzg, 07-86.
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peace negotiation which would exslude Austria and leave her at the mexey of
Frances The third and most unbearable cccurrence was the indemnification of
Austria by taking sway her present provinces and giving her others instead
which she did not want.32 The Tilsit peace created panic in Austria, which
in the alliance between Alsxander and Napoleon saw herself crushed
politically and monarchically by these two powers.

To safegnard Austria's inteérests, Empercr Francis I declded to

send Stutterheim to plead her cause, and on June 25, 1807, gave him the
following instruotions:

In preparing the future peace the fate of the so-called
Poland is of the greatest interest for the Viemnese oourts
It zay soem that we have very little intersest if the
Bussian and Prussian parts of this ancient kingdom bucome
the provinces of a new sovereign who, far away from
France and encircled by powsrs larger than his omn, is
at least in the mear future, not strong enough to bring
any fear to his neighbors. But it must be foreseen

with certitude that a new Polish kingdom cannot be formed
without including, if not all, the greai part of Calicia,
Yhenever the French cabinst would wish to conserve its
attitude toward uws not asking us for this sacrifice, it
is probable, that this point will be the constant thems
of disoussione and claims that it will make impossible
our possession of this provinee. It must be counted on,
that the restoration of the Polish kingdom will certainly
be the source of constant troubles and internal dige
quietudes in Galicla amd it :mst be clsar, that the
apparent French tesperence toward us will result in
revointion and in losa of this land after an internsl
war instead of a voluniary asgreement.33

The above memorandum from Francis I to Stutterheim is ample
evidence that Ausiria was uneasy as to the Tilslt peace settlement and the

32 mid.
33 Ibid., 149150,
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future status of her Polish provinces. Stuiterbeim, however, arrived after
the peace {reaty was signed and was too late to plead his cause GMt»imiy.
Alexander pefused to grant Stutterheim an audience becsuse he was preparing
to leave Tilsit on the following day, but Napoleon, since he won his peaoe,
was very willing to do so. Napcleon was very polite to the Austrian
emlasary, and in every way tried to swesten the bitterness of tho new
alliance far Austria and gave his assurances that he would consider the
neutral position which she naintained during the war.Bh

The most biiter cpposition to the creation of the Duchy of Warpaw
came from Prussia which lost the territory out of which the Duchy was
erected. The faot that she was the defeated did not slleviate the feeling
of hatred for both the nawlywcreated Duchy and its creator, Napoleon. The
provinces which Prussia loat were vexy wvaluable possessions of the Prusglan
monarch and evan after the Treaty of Tilsit, Frederick William did not
resign himself to the status guo but hoped for the return of these provinces.
Detarmination to regain the lost territory was, therefore, a very powerful
motive for opposition to the Duchy of #arsew.

The Duchy of Warsaw, however, was far from what the Polish people
had expected. It was sufficient for the purpose to which Napoleon had
relegated the new Duchy, that of a buffer state between himself and Russia,
now that he had subjugated Prussias. Napoleon's attitude was one of
strategy. He utilised Poland to secure his om ambitions and to satisfy the

Wi

3 Ibid., Ble85.
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French people, whose representative he was. [ils purpose was to preserve
prence and 1f posaible add to her glary. In this project he was cpposed by
the other CGreat Powers on the Europsan continent, easpecially Russia, Prussia
and Austria. These powers foared Napoleon's interference in their omn
domestic affairs and Wapoleon created the Duchy to prevent any oppositlan to
his planse

The oreation of the Duchy satisfied probably no one except
Hapoleon himself. The Polish people were happy at the partial restoration
but a question remained in their minde Why did Hapoleon fail to reconstruct
all of Poland when he had the opportunity to do so? There were peversl
reasons that poasibly motivated Hapoleons 7There were diverse influences
at work upon the Polish lsadors which tended to disunite the country.
Another reason might have been that the people theomselves were not ready for
such & move on Napoleon's part. When Napoleon came into Poland, there was
no type of governing body into whose hands he could have placed the
necesgary authoritys. It was suggested that Prince Joseph Pordatowsikl would
be the logical candidate but historians failed %o realise that Ponlatowslkd
was not yot the great national hero who gould sway all the people to his
side, While the years of the Partitions had intensified the desire far
independence, they also tended to break down close cooperation between the
various sections of Polish lande under three masters. There was also
Kapoleon's immediate need of the assistance of Russia and the desire to keep
either Prussia or Austria neutral while he engaged in conflict with the
other, Aftor the Duchy of Waraaw was created, Russia, Prussia and Austria
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were all eventually compelled to oppose iis existence because 1t presented
a constant threat to their security, the exact purpose for whlch ﬁapalsui
had created ite




OHAPTER IV
THE DUGHY OF WARSAY

The Treaty of Tilsit ended hostilities betwesn Prance and the
Russo-Prussian coalition, and at the same time, provided for the ecreation of
the Dushy of ¥arsaw under the rule of Frederick Avgustus, Xing of Saxony.
Frederick Augusius, whose dynasty was stated to have been deolared by the
reformed Polish constitution of ¥ay 3, 1791, as entitled by inheritanse to
the Polish throne, became the puppet ruler of 2,300,000 inhabitants, nearly
all of whom were Poless

After his forges entered Yarsaw, Napoleon issved a proolamation
which instituted s Government Commiesion whose cbjective it was to take over
general administration, represent Poland in relations with Frederiok
¥illiam, exsroise legislative powers, and above all, raise an army. The
first mombers of the Commission were Indwik Cutakowski, Stanielaw Potockl,
Jésef Wybloki, Ksawery Deisdynski, Piotr Bielldfsld and Walonty Schbolewski,
with Stanislaw MaXachowski as head of this growp.,> In addition to the
tovernment Commission, five directors were chosen to aid in the rearganiza
of the government. Felix Inbienski became the head of the justioce depart-

1 Askenszy, Misdsy Jeua s Tydsa, 3l.
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pent, Tedeuss Dembowsid had charge of the treasury, Prince Josef
poniatowskl, the war and military, Stantekaw Dresa, internal affairs, and
Alexander Potocii, the police department. Potocki also became the offioial
representative between the government at Warsaw and R‘apolam.a After
Napoleon instituted the Covornment Commissions; he sent Tallyrand into
varsaw 10 aot as his emlssary. Only France had an envoy or resident at
warsaw, who had complete power to exdrolse control over the government of
the Duchys The French representatives ultimately connected with the Dueohy
& intermedlaries between the Duchy and Napoleon were Vincent, Serra, Bignon
and de Pradtes The objective of all French representatives to the Duchy was
clearly to make it the eastern buffer state of the Napoleonic systems The
real powers of government woere in the hands of the French resident, or more
directly in Napolson's handg, HNapoleon aslone could direct the Duchy's
foreign affairs, a power prohiblted for Frederick Augustus. In addition,
the Eing could not name a viceroy to act in his bohalf if he was foresd to
be absent from any government proceedings at Warsaw.

Under Napoleonts direation, military affalrs received the groatest
attentions Napolason gave the Duchy no formal pledges for the eventual
reqenstitution of all Polish territory, but demanded voluntary Polish
uilitary collaboration o integrate his own plans for ihe domination of
Russia, Prussia and Austria. The argy of the Duchy of Warsaw was divided
into thres groups and pleced under the leadership of Poniatowskd, General

2 Ibid., 31-32,
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Zajgossk, and the third under General npbrmki“?'

For oight months after Frensh occupation of Warsaw, the Duchy was
administered by the Government Commisaion. On July 22, 1807, Napoleon gave
the Duchy a constitution patterned after French law, which despite its
spparent democratic ideals, left the final decision in the hands of the
Freonch Emperor. The constitution of the Duchy of Varsaw declared that the
poman Catholic religion was the religlon of the state and that all bellefs
were granted freedom of expressions Article IV made all oltizens equal
before the law and abolished mfdmgh The government rested in the person
of the Xing of Saxony, who had complete authority over all matters exoept
forelgn affairs. Artlole VI of the constltution declared that all laws had
to be initiated by Frederick Augustus, which was very significant from the
point of view that the Poliah offiolals were powerless to pass sny
logislation they deemed necessary unless the ruler firat presented such
1agialatim.5 The King was also empowered to delegate some of his dutiss to
the vioe=Xing Lf he so desired or else he cculd delegate the duties to the
preaident of the Council of State. According to the constitution, the Xing
called, prolonged or recailled the Senats, which was the highest legislative

body in the Duchy. The King also presided at the Senats if he so dﬂl‘iﬁd»é

3 Klemens Xolacskowski, ¥Wepomnienia Jenerala Klemensa

Kolaozkowsidego, Cracow, 1898, 27.
L RWanke, Wypisy do Nauki Historji, 71.
5 Ibid.

6 Ibid.
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The King was pald from the public treasury and in part from his estates in
poth Farsaw and Saxonye. |

Directly under the King was the Council of State which was come
posed of the Ministers of the Duchy, and the referendaries (councillors)
noninated by the sovereign in accordanse with the constitutions There were
six Ministers: Seoretary of State, Justioe, Internal Affairs and Religious
Worship, War, Treasury and Police. Each of the Ministers was responsible to
the King tut enjoyed supreme authority in his own sphere. The King, vice-
King or a delegate of the EKing presided at the meeting of the Ministers.
Howsver, since the King of Saxony resided ghroad most of the time, there was
no real unity in action betweon the departments of the varicus Ministers.
The Seoretary of State acted as the intermedisry between the authorities of
the Duchy and the King of Saxony. The politios of Warsaw wers subardinated
to those of Saxony, which in turn were under the complete domination of
Prange. After 1808, the King sppointed six State Councilliors to aid the
Ministers. Together, the ¥inisters and the Councillors acted as an advisory
body which prepared adminigtrative ensotments and decisions, served as a
ocourt of appeal, a Supreme Administrative Tribunal, which decided questiona
of competence and the impeschment of officials. The Council of State also
studied details of bills presented before the legislative bodies.

The nain legislative body of the Duchy was the Diet (Parliment)

7 Marceli Handelsman, Konstytucje Polskie, 1791-1921, Lth ed.
Warsaw, 1926, Glie » Xonstytucje Polskie, s ’
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Mhmutegdwmwwmﬁmrefmm- The King called
mmtintomsm!ﬂyawumyeminmmmwdmlmm
fifteen days as prescribed by the constitution of the Duchy. The Diet had
oharge of the fiscal budget, currenay issues, and criminal and eclvil
lsgiautimg The Diet did not conourn itself with the constitution of the
ptate; did not have the power to initiate or modify tdlls presented to itg
and could not disouss ourrent affairs in gorpore. As mentionsd previcusly,
the right to initiate legislation remained in the handa of the King.

The Senate was composed of eighteen members, six bishops and
twalve lay nobles asppointed by the Xing for life. A member of the Senate
wag appointed by the King to preaside in his name. In legislative matters,
the Senate actoed as a court control, saw to the cbepervance of legislative
preseriptions and that the constitution of the Duchy was respected and not
viclateds After tho Chamber of Deputies had deliberated on a law initiated
by the King, it sent its recommendstions to the Senate for sanotions The
Senate in turn could give ar refuse to give the sanction on the grounds that
tmlwmmtrarywtmfomiiwmmmhiﬁmpmed;ifwmd.m
was usedy if the law was not passed by a majority vote, or if it threatened
the sscurity of the country or the constitution,?® If elther of the first
two conditions exlsted; the Xing directed the Deputies to revise the law or
mothods, but if they refused, the Xing eould disband the Chamber and new

9 Ivid.
10 Ibid.
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a If the Senate refused to sanction & law which the

elactions mulg be held.
Xing considered right and proper, the King could dismiss the Senate snd
appoint new members to whom he would again present his bill t&mﬁmm
The seocond legislative body was the Chamber of Deputies, which
was composed of sixty deputies from the various distriots and forty deputies
from the willages in thw Duchys 7The first sixty deputles were elected in
urban-rursl areas by electors who possessed franchise, elther by degree of
instruotion, fortuns or functiocn. BSuffrage to the Chamber of Deputles was
based on property qualification, rural or urban read estate, commreial or
industrial capital or members of free professicna--officers and clergy. 7The
Deputies were eleated for a period of nine ysars, ome third to be elected
every three years.™> A marshall, chosen from among the Deputies by the King,
prosided at the assembly. The Chamber of Deputies, by seoret ballot, chose
throe comdssions (each consisting of five members) of tressury, oivil law
and criminal law, When the Council of State presented the King's wishes
with respect to a partioulsr law, the commissions of Deputies met with the
Council or a Minlster if there was any controversial matter to be discussed.
Hombers of the Council of State were mambers of the Chamber of Deputies and
possessed the final decisive vote in any diswasm.m After discussion, the
Deputios voted sesorotly with a majority deciding the issuwe. The luw passed
by the Deputies was then sent to the Senate for its sanction.

Handelsman, Xonstytucie Polskie, 66-07.
Ibid,

Ibid., &7=68.
Ibid., 68,
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With yespect to the emaller Diets which met at intervals in the
various districts and villages, the King notifted the nobles and the
officials as to the date upon which they were (o convens. No two assembllies
eould be held at the same time, lembership in the dietines was given to men
who reached twenty-one and were of sound mind. All serfs who reached twenty-
one were automatically freed and thus eligible for membership. A delegate
of the King presided at sll meetings of the dietines, which consisted of
representatives from all the vllhgehls As previously mentioned, memberw
ship in the vlllage assenblies was granted to all citizens who were not of
noble linsage, all clergy, talented artiste, officers of all ranks and
businessmen. These members chose the Deputies who were sent to the Chamber,
The village dietines were prohibited from disoussing problems of any nature
but were directed exclusively to eleot Deputies and candidates. The Bensate
had the power to prohibit any elected Deputy from the dietines to hold
office if there was sufficient reason to do 50, and thus forced another
al»atimum

The Duchy of Warsaw waa divided into six departments under the
Juriadiction of a prefect, assisted by a council for questionable matters
and a general council. The departzenis were subdivided into sixty countles
(powiaty) and were govermed by a subprefect who was assisted Ly a counoil.
Smaller mmicipalities were administered by burgomasters and mayors. The

15 Ibid., €9.
16 Ibid., 70-71.
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profacts, subprefects and burgomasters were appolintsd by the Xing together
with the council which assisted in the administrati.m.l? Villages had |
mayors appointed by prefects from amongst inhablitents who could yead or
write. The councils were chiefly consultive bodies and did not possess the
power to enforce their deliberations.

The Napoleonlc Code served as the basis for all clvil procedure,
commeroe, criminal and penal law, and all oivil laws, and acted as a potent
levelling foree in the newly-sonstituted Duchy. Under the Napoleonic Code
the peopls received a bomogeneous and efficlent system of courts which were
under the supervision of the Minister of Justice. The judges were sppointed
by the King, in whose name all decisions were made and announced. Only the
King oould fargive and exempt from mnaltar.m

The constlitution also provided for sn army of 30,000 men, not
counting the National Ouard. The King was empowsred to send a portion of
the Army to Saxony if he replaced the same number with a Saxon army.>
According to the conatitution, only citizens of the Duchy of Yarsaw could
hold positions in the government and all government laws were to be printed
in the natianal language of the pacple.

The constitution which Napoleson drew up and gave to the Duchy did
not satisfy the aspirations of the Polish poeple who hoped for complete
autonony in. the partially reatored ecountry. It became obvious to the Pelish

17 Ibid., 71-72.
18 Ibid., 72-73.
19 Ibid., 73
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people that MNgpoleon intended to ruls the Duchy by his own will after he
gave them a dictated constitution which departed from Polish traditions and
was geared for the eoocnomic and military exploitation of the newlywcreated
Duchys The gonstitution; despite pretemse ab liberal principles, gave
goncaselons to the nobility. Although the constitution granted the peasanta
personal freedon and equallty before the law, it did not eliminate class
distinctions nor did 11 discuss prm rights of the peasants. The new
laws did not guarantes the Poles personal and property rights or freedm of
spesche Only a suall poroentage of tho peasantry availed itself of the
privileges of leaving the lord's land but the loxd in turn could alao evict
a tenant farmer who tilled the soil for many generations.-’ The
authoritative Napoleonic systen virtually oxcluded the idea of local
government for the freed peasantry, since all axecutive offlcers were
appointed by the King and less important officials were not permitted to
disouss politics among iheir own assemblies. In addition, the asseublies of
the dietines were held only for filfteen days after called into existence by
the King and no two dielines could meet at the same time. This resulted in
2 lack of coordination anong the various villages and districts and eventual
inability to act in unlson on matters of national importance. In spite of
such hindrances, the Folish anthoritles endowed the Duchy with juridical
bases for the development of provineial local government in the spirit of
the old traditions of the peocple,

20 Smolenski, Nardd Polski, Ll
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The economic burdens which plagued the Duchy did not prevent the
rebuilding of the edusational system neglected by the Prussians during the
ocoupation. The refurbishing of the old schools and the building of new
vnes was under thoe supervision of the Chamber of Education, which was
responsible to the Hinister of Interiar. In 1810 the Chamber of Education
became the Directorate of Natlonal Edusation, whose chief project was the
foundation of folk schools and the development of the seaondary school
systens The Direotorate was under thes management of Stanislaw Potooki, who
became the President of the Council of State and Prime Uinlster of the
Dushy.>> The Chamber of Education restored Polish lecturea at the
University of Cracow in 1009, eatablished a sohool of medicine at Warsaw,
and opened more than 1,600 secondary and, especially, primary schools
throughout the Duchys. The Chamber of Zducation also established schools fou
law, artillery and engineering, and made a serious atimapt to institute
free publioc odncat.im-za

There were diverse opinions among the Polish leaders and the people
thomselves with respect to the newly-created Duchy and its constitution.
Caartoryski still preferred to giwe alleglance to the Bussian Csar although
he was cautioned to abandon his false hopes. His friends informed him that
Ruesia would not grant Polish restoration without reservatioms because of

incorporated Polish territory in the Russian Empire. On July 21, 1807,
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Indwik Plater, a frisnd of Csartoryski wrote to him about the Treaty of
Tilait and sald:

Your retirement mst be voluntary and complete. Your
part is done. Your descendents will be your judges. Yom
cannot change anything. But you owe to your contemporaw
ries and to yourself, that you reloase yourself of all
mesponaibility toward the Emperor and towsrd Russia. It
seamed ocertain that Poland would be resstablished, but
besause of Hussia, it will noty and this is in her dige
favor. This change muat be made with your knowledge but
it must find you no more attached to Russia and in consee
guence on the opposite sida. Retiremsnt and absolute
withdrawal, I tm.nké mst besome your palladine for every
situation possible.<3

Another group led by Kamwko held aloof from both the Rusgian
influence and that of Napoleon. This group was heartily dissatisfied with
the newly-created Duchy of Yarsaw and the constitution which Napoleon drew
up, slgned, and gave to the Polish peoples This saue group also beliesved
vhat the Poles had gained nothing in the transfer from the Prussian crown
to that of Saxony tut the sentimental gratification of calling themselves
members of a semi~independent Duchy with a constitution. Napocleon's
opposition also contended that while the French Ernperor was entreated to
re-establish the independence of Poland, he came o no decision, and
preferred to submit to events so that he would appear t0 command thmzx.zh
The Treaty of Tilsit was regarded as the tomb of all Polish aspirations and
irrevocably weakened the Poles' confidence in Hapoleon's promises. The
paople believed that the constitution was only calculated to satisfy to some

23 smolka, Polityka Lubeckiego, 63«
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degrec the wigh for restoration of Polish nationality and still remain in
accord with the despotic views of the French and Russian Emperors. However,
in thls halfegonoiliatory policy toward the Poles and the Russian Cuar lay
the greatest peril to the newly-formed alliance between Napolson and ’
Alexander.

There were many additional reasons which cooled the faith of the
Poles in Nepoleons The fadt that part of Poland still remained in Prussian
hands was one reason, and the granting of the Blalystock reglon to Hussia
was another, Eventually, the Polish people realized that the Duchy of
Warsaw was oreated only to satiafy the ambitions of the French Enperorw-to
wealken Prussia and create a buffer state on the Vistuls as a precantionary
meagure against Austria, and more explicitely Russia. Napoleon bhestowed
many estates in Poland upon his Harshall, and this furthsr added to the
dissonaion and distrust. The constitution for the small Duchy, hastily
drawn up by the Bmperor did not have in it national representation; the
widespread bureaucracy oreated by it was wory expensive; the use of the
Napoleonic Code as the sole basis for law was frowned upons a large ary was
maintained by a poor people and used only for French purposes; the value of
large sums of money deposited in Berlin banks was either cut in helf or
completely devalued, land was sold cheaply, mortgaged property confiscated
for the Emperor's treasurys government property to a large extent divided
among French Marshalls and taken from under the naiional governmentts
Jurisdiotion, all this increased the sorrows and sadness of the people and
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became the grounds for ﬂiacmmtaas In addition, the Duchy was in a |
oritical state of affaire because of financial difficuliies. Thore was a
scarcity of finished producta, food and money, all of which went to support
the French army and the Polish troops in its The Polish officials tuyned to
Napoleon, who through his Hinister Serra, promised to defray the expenses of
part of the Folish troops, finance the French trocps stationed in the Duchy,
allow military equipment laft in the i)uehy by the Prusaians to become
property of the Foles, and finally, all expenses incurred by the Prussian
King would be pald to the Duchy. Huch to the dismay of the Polish people,
Kapoleon fulfilled only his first pwminau%

In contrast to the group that deserted Napoleon's cause, the
pecple who continued to believe in him consldered the Duchy of Warsaw a
promise of better things to come. The peoples felt that

The firet news abouit the treaty Tilsit irritated and

insited the mind. Time and observation later showed that

although not &8 much was received as was promised, even

for the sacrifices made « + « the partial reatoration of

the countyy from Prussian hands, the restoration of the

language, a monarch known for hils virtues . + « a national

army, officials from among fellow-countirymen, the beloved

Polish name, though prohibited by treaty yet wting m

faot, the heraldry, the national eagles flying again

this sweetened present suffering and permitted hepa.é'l

While the creailon of the Duchy was, in some wsys, a sad dise

appoiniment, it was alsc a beginning of the complete restoration of Poland,
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and gave the psople hope, Warsaw was regarded as the nucleus of a restored
Poland and hope fasiened itself upon Napoleon even more firmly because hu} not
only had the power to restore but also the wish w0 re-establish the ancient
Kingdom of Poland. Although the Poles were mistaken with regard to
Hapoleonts intentions, they continued Lo believe that he was the instrument
of their deliverance. 7The Poles regained scme freedom through local
administraiion, gourt justice and were permitted to participate in political
life, which under Prussian dominatlion wes not possidvls. The Polish people
also had the use of the Polish tongue in the schools. While Polish
aspirations were not completely satisfied, they accorded temporary relief and
satisfied the spiritual and national needs of the paocple., It was beomuse of
this that the people tried to accept the rule of the Duchy and the
constitution and preserved their falth in the French Empercr and in the
future of Polande™ The restaration of the national flag, language,
instituticos, and army under Ponlatowski seemed Lo be evidence of Hapoleonts
sincerity and intentions. XNspoleon allowed the Poles to hope for better
things in the fuwure, and thus ensured himeslf of partisans against the
potential Russian, Prussian and Austrian menacs. The people accepted the
King of Saxony as their ruler and considered him & sovereign of rare
goodnesss They were aware that another ruler could have been inflicted
upon them, whose reign they would find intolerable. The people alao
realized that he was only a figurehead and that Kapoleon retained the power
over the Duchy in his own hands.

28 sSmolenski, Nared Polski, lh-LS.
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Althpugh lapoleon did not fulfill his promises Lo the Pcles, the
creation of the Duchy of Warsaw acoccmplished several things. In the tmt
place, the application of the Napoleonic Code tended to unify the people.
The existence of some form of autonomy or indepemdence intenaified the
ity of mind and national apirite. Perhaps most important of all was the
growing hope in the future of the Polish people in their cause of eventual
restoration of the Polish Kingdoms 'fha realization of Polish aspirations
necessitated the return of all Polish provinces and, therefore, Napoleon
contimed to encourage the Poles 10 hope and therchy alienate the
Partitioning Powers which continued to oppose the existence and any further
extansion of the Duchy of Zarsmw.




CHAPTER V
STRAINED RELATIONS 180841809

losses suffered by the Treaty of Tilsit reduced Prussia cnce more
t0 & mainly agriouvltural gountrys. Palish provinces undar Prussian
domination ware a source of considersble wealth, and their loas at Tilsit,
and subsequent oreation into the NDuohy of Warsaw arocused intense anger. The
Prussian hatred was divected at the creator of the Duchy, who failed to
enthral the Teutonlo imagination in the same msnner in which he influsnced
the Poles. In seeking revenge upon the Fronoh Emperor, the Prussians tumed
toward Russia whose friendship with France was alrsady undergoing severe
strains Napoleon's most bitter Prussisn opponent was Baron Stein, who
carried on negotiations with Alexander whereby the lost Polish prowvinces.
would be returned to their pre-Duchy of Warsaw status. Stein declared that:

It being impossible to establish firmly the complete so-
ourity and independence of Prussia but by restoring to
that Power the substantial strength whioch it had before
the war of 1806, that is by guaranteeing to it all that
it possessed and still possesses betwean the Weichsel
and the Elbe, including Dansig, as well as its possesalons
in Poland and the Duchy of ‘arsaw, excepting always that
part of them which it has alresdy ceded t0 Russia by the
Treaty of Tilasit, His Majesty the Emperor of all the
Russias sclemnly engaged to guarantes to Prussis « « « »
the above named provincesa, for which, considering the
geographloal situation of Prussia, there cannot exist
an equivalent.l

1 Seeley, Life und Times of Stein, 8l.
6L
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Although there was no asotual evidence of a formal treaty or
agresment betwsen Prussia and Hussia for the return of Polish provinces, |
Predorick Willlam did benefit by Alexanderts intercession at Erfurt, where
he obtainad a dearease of ithe Prussian war dabdbi and military contributions
to France. Napoleon was actively engaged in Spanish affairs at this time
and made attemptes Lo conciliate Franco-Russian relationse

Pricr to 1809, the Franco-Russian alliance was in a very wnstable
condition, not only due to Russian intercession for Prussia but also
because of swift realization of what the establishment of the Duchy of
Warsaw signified for Bussia's future. Imnediately after the signing of the
Treaty of Tilsit,; there was a constant exchange of notes between Napoleon
and Alexander as to the status of the newly~oreated Duchy, whish gave the
impression of being insignificant from the Russian point of view, but in
reality was very important for the peace and safety of the Russian Empire.
In the very beginning when the Duchy was constituted, Alexander conaidered
himself wnable to do anything to prevent the poasibility of the Duchy being
used as a stepping stone to the full restoration of Poland, Hapolson had
complotely subjugated Prussia and thers was evidence that ho attempted %o
exchange Silesia for Galicla with the Austrians, and thus yeconstitute the
Kingdam of Poland with the axception of Russian provinces.”
considered it inevitable that Napoleon would decide to enoreach upon the

-
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fusedan provinces if he was successful in his relations with Austrise

Alsxander was aware that Hapoleon had placated him only to obiain
the requisite power in Prussia and that he later followed his own plans
without regard to promises made to Russia. Although the Ruselsn Czar agreed
0 the establishment of the Duochy, he considered its mere existence a source
of uneasiness, sinos in the event of a war with France, Russia could not
anly be separated from her Polish provinces, but would aleo suffsr expulsion
from Buropean politics by virtue of loss of Western Buropean territory.
Alexander, moreover, was also cognisant of the faot that he was unable to
face his foe in open warfare and needed tipe and, therefore, was ready to do
anything and everything in order not to arouse any ‘auspici.m in Napoleon's
mind even if 1t meant himiliation. The above attitude, did not in the least
lessen Alexander's hatred for Hapoleon tut, on the contrary, gave new
incentive to his desive for revenge. |

Tha Russian Csar was faced with the nscessity of explaining to his
officials and subjects the reascns for permitting the creation of the Duchy
of Warsaws The people felt that Alsxander had doserted their csuse and
Jjoinsd that of Napoleon to the datriment of Russia. The Duchy sggravated
3t. Petersburg statesmen and genorals, who considered it an emdyo of Poland
behind their frontiers. They looked upon thelr own Polish provinces as lost
either in the present or the near future unless Russia herself absorbed the
Duchy.! It was obvious that the Prench alliance weighed heavily wpon
Alexander's mind because it did not bring him any profits and, at the save

L Smolka, Polityks Iubeckisgo, II, 5le
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time, aggravated ths Russlan nobility because of the break of a more |
benefisial English alliance. From the moment of the areation of the Duchy,
it was easily foreseen that while Russia immedlately aoquiesced in respect
o the existence of the dangerous nsighbor, sush an attitude would soon be
withdrawn and replaced by impatience and irritation.

Alexander regarded Hapolson's friendly attitude towards the Duchy
of "arsaw with a jaalm ayee Sush a state of mind, together with fear
that in the event of a complete restoration of Poland he would be forced to
cede Polish provinees, prompted the Russian Czar to make new overtwres to
the Polish people with the hope of drawing them away from the Napoleonic
sphere of influence. Alexander discussed the situation with Csartoryskl and
told him that there was no other means of solving the Polish problem except
by using the old plan by which the Poles would be given a constitution, and
a Asapmte existence as the Kingdom of Poland with the Polish orown attached
to the Russian crom.s Czartoryski was informed that such a move would have
to depend upon Austrian provosation of a now rupture with France, which
would then pernit an understanding with Napoleon about gompensating the King
of Sexony for the Duchy and obtalning of Galicia from the Austrians.’ The |
Czarts proposals did not convince Csartorysii, who referred to Erfurt as an
example of Russian insincerity. The Cumar admitted that no mention of Polish

5 Otelgud, Mencirs of Csartoryski, II, 198,
6 Ivid.
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restoration was made at the meeting between the two Emperors btut added that
there was too much to do to touch upon that aubject.? Therefore, in reply
to Alexander's proposal for Polish restoration, Czartoryski stated thats

If your Imperial ¥ajesty will give a written command, 8o

that in Ris name I could guarantee His desire to restore

the Kingdom of Poland, if you declare yourself in itel

will willingly burry to fulfill his orders. My fellowe

coumtyymen will not wish to believe insignificant, ine

differsnt, verbal promisesy even I, circulating them, do

not want to make thmmthsghnmtaxwfmmdfw

that reason be ashamed lator,

Czartoryski's reply offendsd Alexander, who refused to comdt
himself in writing tut continued 10 issue verbal promises with respoct to
Poland?s future status under the Rusaian sceptre. Alexandorts reference to
the possibility of Austrian blunder and provocation of a war with France,
reached Viemna with the result that it created doubt as to Russiats position
in the eventuality of such a war. Although it was true that Alexander made
such a statement, it did not necessarily follow that he welcomed & breach in
the Franco-Austrian relations. Alexander realized that in the event of
Austrian defeat, he would have to stand alone against the French Emperor,
suffor defeat, and possibly see the restoration of the entire Polish
Kingdom. He, therefore, procseded to cement relations with Austria and gave
assurances of his ald in the event of a waxr, | '

Since the oreation of the Duclhy of Warsmaw, Ausiria was faced with
the prospect of having Poland as an enemy in any future hostilities with

Prance, The partial restoration of Poland created the desire for a complete

7 Ibid., 169.
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rebirth of the Kingdom and threatensd the loss of Austrian Galiola to the
Habsburg Inheritance. Moetternich, however, believed that the mmmner in
which Napoleon dealt with Prussis and the Duchy of Warsaw contributed to ite
lack of strength and solidarity and would ultimately resuli in the Duchy's
downfall. Uetternich indicated that if Napoleon had limited his ambition
to the weskening of Prusain, amemed her to the Confedoration of the Rhine,
and strengthened the Duchy of Warssmr, he would have succeeded in erecting an
enormous edifice with a permanent foundation.’ In 1808 Napoleon did not
desire to offend Austria and Russia, whose passive assistance he needed
while engaged in Spain and, therefore, refrained from mentioning the Polish
problem in any disoussion betmsen himself and the other two monarchs.

After Erfurt, Mapoleon no longer placated the Auvstrians but turned
his attention toward the Poles upon whom he again called for military

assistance to £111 in the gaps in his army after losses in Spain. Napoleon
realised that as long as the easteyn European monarchy existed, the Duchy of
Wargaw had to remain in his ham&a a8 & buttress, especially after
AMexander's proposals circuleted among officials in the Duchy. To offwset
any possible Russian influence, Napoleon raised Poliash hopes, which was not
a diffioult project in view of the Intense love of national culture among
the Pelish pecple and their strong deasire for independence. There was no
stabllity in Napoleon's attitude toward Poland sven after the creation of
the Duchy of Warsaw. While he encouraged hope on ome hand, Napoleon did not
wish to render the rupture between himself and Alexander irremediable, as he

9 Metternich, Memoirs of Metternich, 68-69.
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would have done if he proceeded to restore all of Poland. Therefors, while
poles received unguaranteed promises, the French resident in Warsew was
instructed to maintain harmony with ihe Russians and make gertain that any
visible signs of anti-Aussian demomstrations appeared to come from the Poles
themselyes not from Franch instigation.'C Napoleon also informed the Poles
that they should not depend on him to keep his promise if he conciuded a
parmanent peace with Alexander,.> The' sbove-menticned diverse palitical
policy toward the Poles inevitably brought dissension and disbelief in the
Hapoleonic star among & portion of the French Emperorts followers. A Polish
olergymmn, Bishop Clecissewski, stated that he once belleved in Napoleon but
that he was convinced that he would not live to see the restoration of
Palands'? (ne contemporary of the Napoleonic era wrote that tho Polish
spirit was surprised, saddensd and discouraged with Napolson's duplielty and
insincerity,l? Another visitor to jarsme in 1809 indicated that there were
undeniabile traces of 1794 in the Duchyeworumbling walls, empty houses,
deserted palaces, and a sad and poor Woplo.m However, the creation of
the Duchy peemed to have obliterated all the sufferings and created snough
satisfaction to encourage considerable lnerease of volunteers into the Polish
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armys HNapoleoy welcomed the new troops and sent three of his nmost abla
officers to organise the amilitary strength of the Duchy. General Pslletier
was in charge of the artillery and engineering, Colenel Mallet bacamas tho
direstor of engineering and Bontemps took the offlce of the directar of the
mwmenahls Iy the middle of 1800, Napoleon fervently proceeded to
train the Polish troops in apticipation of an attack by Auvstria, whoge
preparations for war were evident mi'ywham. KRapolson immediately ealled
Yarshall Davoust to Paris to discuss the defense of the Duchy, which would
undoubtedly be the first point of attack.

In the meantime, the Austrians believed that Napoleon was
sufficliently involved in the suppreasion of Spain so as not to present a
menase to tholr plans, and therefore, started war preparations. Austris
informed the Poles in Galicla that thay were to furnish 51,000 of their mane
power and Hungary was ordered to arm its militia. ALl this was acoomplished
by means of decrees, commands and even threats of punishment 1f Austrian
demands were not carried ont..'w Officials methodically proceeded to underw
nine the people's faith in Napoleon in all Austrian provinces and strengthen
the faith in the Habsburgs. The Austrism Emperor informed residents of the
Duchy of Warsaw that he intended to come into Poland not as an eneny but as
a liberatdr of the Poles from under the French yoko, and thus attempted to

15 Kolnczkowsici, Wspomnienia, 22.
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galn Polish sygpathies and a possible surrender without Polish resistance.
polish officials refused to believe such a statement and indicated that a war
asgalnst Napoleon was also a war agalnst the kﬂmw of Tarsaw, whose wery
existence was a constant threat to Austria's possession of Oslicia

In April of 1809, Austria finally attacked the Duchy of Warsew,
but without any asctive ald from Ruasim, with which she had a secret treaty.
The Bussians were in reslity pledged to aid Napcleon and sent an army into
galicia not so much to help Hapoleon as to observe the progress of wu WaY'e
There was an indication that Alwomnder was afrald of Polish sucocesses over
(the Austriasns and decided to remain in Galiela to commund the nim%m»m
A Polish contemporary of the Franso-Ausirian war in 1809 wrote of a
conversation between himself and a Russian general, about Alexander's
assistance to Napolsons The Pole stated that evan the Russiasn Czar must
believe in the Napoleonic star if he aided him in the Spanish campaign and
the suppression of the Austrians, to which the Russian general replied t.hét-:

thme temporary oiroumstances governed, our armies will

ocoupy Galicia and maybe they will not leave her, it is

more probable that we will be with him who will be the

viotor. At this moment, the Austrian archeduke Ferdinsnd

snters the Duchy of Warsaw, the archeduls Xarcl prepared

woll and mdmzbgadly his will destroy oleonts
Wuf . e ll ' P Nep

It is cbvicus from the above quotation that Alexander could not
have been a sincere ally of Napoloon nor of the Austrians with whom he had
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entered into a georet treaty. The Ruasian Ozar was more concerned with his
own welfars and decided to remain on the side of the vietor to assure himself
of his empire's safety. Alexander know that as an ally of Napoleon, he was
in a better position to negotiate with the French againat more extenaive
Polish restoration in the event of Austrian defeat. However, the Csar was
also prepared to abandon Nspoleson if the Austrians were viotorious and thus
be asgured that Poland was not mtorédq Aotually, the m;m troops did
not fight any decisive battles, tmi allowed Polish and French troops to win
milltaxy success.

Polish forces were undexr the direction of Pordatowskl, sho in thwe
initial svstrian attack upon the Duchy was forced to withdraw to Galicia.
Poniatomski occupied lublin, Zamosé, Sandombers, and by the end of May in
1809, Cracow and m.” Onee the Polish troops ocoupled Galiola,
Ponlatomski instituted the Temporary War Government under the leadership of
Stanislaw Zamoyski, whose duty it was to bring law and order to the former
Austrian dominated prmcm

Aftor Auvatria was defeated, a commiites of Polish delegates,
Potooki, Matuswewics and Miscsynski, went to Napoleon to ask for the inolusfon
of all of Galicia into the Duchy. Although defeated, Austria was only
willing to include that portion of Gallcia which was ocoupied by Palish
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troopss Through Maret, Matussewics told Napoleon that all of the territcry
should be insluded as it would not only benefit the Duchy tut also France.
Napoleon was wery much lmpressed with ¥atussewloz and at an sudience with
the Pole, drew a lire on a may whareby all of Galiecla would be incorporanted
into the Duchy.> Actually, Nepoleon was undecided as to whether to include
all or only part of Galicia into the Duchy becouss he did not want to come
plotely antagonize Alexandsr who protested such action. The French Emperor
was also wary of provoking Austria, as he would have done if he satisfied
Polish damands.

While the loss of Galiclae was disastrous for Ausiria, the greatest
opposition to its incorporation into the Duchy came from Russis whioch was
determined at all costs to prevent any enlargement of the Duchy. In a lstier
to Caulainoourt on April 16, 1809, Alexander wrote that the destruction of
the Austrian menarohy would be a disaster for Europe, hndm&afurm for his
allye !ﬁe admitted that while Austria was in need of a severe lesaon; it was
no exguse for destroying her completely. Alexander added that as far as
Russis was eoncerned, she could not agree to any partition of Avatria wheraby
all of Oalicia or part of it would be given into other hands, o.ge the Duchy
of Warsaw, The Csar declared that this would be a step toward the full
restoration of Poland and, thorsfore, opposed to Russia's primary :!n%mam.zz

Kapoleon was anxious to preserve peace with Alexander and atterpted
t0 quiet his fears regarding the restoration of Polands One of Napoleon's
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moasures to pagify Alexander was o extract an oath of alleglanve to Frwwo
and himself from the Polish arny which had entered Galicla and whose wesl
might have encouraged further activity sgainst the &wam.@ Alexender,
howaver, denanded more concrete evidence that Napoleon did not intend to
increase the size of the Duchy by annexing all of Oallcla and inslsted that
when the new treaty was drawn up, provision bo made to eliminate forever the
word "Poland® and "Poles" from all politicsl diplomacy and, if necessary,
from hiatory:gh The Csar furthoy demanded that Napoleon formally declare
himself to the effect that he would never restore the Kingdom of Polands
There was evidence that Hapoleon gave verbal assent to such a request but
refused to commit himoelf in the form of a treaty because such & matter was
beyend his control and solely in the hands of destiny.> Alexander cone
gidered Napoleon's refusal a threat that the French Emperor would at some
future date try to completely reatore the independence of Poland and
ultimately use the Poles against Russia. The Czar was just as determined
that the Russian Bepire would not be placed in the same position as Prussia
in 1807 and Austrdia in 1809, Alexander was sscretly urged by England to
resint Napoleonts plans for the enlargement of the Duchy. England feared
both France and Russia and attempled to proveke a batile between her two
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In order to placate Alexander, Napoleon finally agreed to annex
only a portion of Galicia to the Duchy of Warsaw and offered Tarnopal and
several other dlstricts to Busslia for heor ald in the war. The Trealy of
Schoonbyunn, which was signed on Ootober 1, 1809, increased the size of the
Duchy from 30,000 to 45,000 square miles, and the population from
sppraxinately 2,050,000 t0 1,335,000.47 Acsording to the treaty, the Dushy
acquired the Palatinates of Iublin, Sendomierz, Redom, Siedlice and Cracow,
together with joint Austrian ownership of the salt mines of Wielloskas The
torms of the treaty were much more agrescabls than Alexander had anticipated
and he stated that he was not so unreascnable as to oppose addition of only
a ssotion of Galicia to the Duchys. Alexsnder was even more willing to sign
the treatiy when the French legislative body stated that Napolson had no real
intention of restoring Poland and that the additicn of & few districts was
prompted more Ly honor than by polley. The French indicated that Napoleon
eould not abandon the Polish population after it had shown so much apdowr in
mamaf?rmuza

The treaty of peaoe signed at Vienna was followed by a dearee of
Feteuary 24, 1810, widoh foemally annexsd the new acquisitions to the Duchy
and placed this territery under the jJuriasdiction of the comstitution. 7The
annexed territory was granted twelve geats in the Senate and twentyweix in

26 Thomas E. Vatson, Napoleon, A Sketch of His Life, Charaoter,

Struggles, And Achievemsnts, New York, » k12,
27 Suchorsewski, History of Poland and Ruasia, 10

28 Glelgud, Memolra of Csartaryskl, IT, 196.
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the Chamber of Deputies, and was divided into four dsp#rmts, Sorty |
districts and twenty-six mnicipalities. In addition, the new territory was
granted two referendarios to becoms part of the Counoil of States>

The addition of Galicia to the Duchy gave the Poles land, pecple, a
ermy and an uplift of the spirit but did not incresse the wealth of the
Duchys The Austrian defeat eluated the Polish spirit which anticipated an
early realization of Polish restorations The Poles thought that with the
new addition they would moquire move defensible frontiers for the Duchy.
Rapoleon was nore interested in preserving peace with Alexander and, thorew
fore, only partislly satisfied Polish hopes. The Polish pecple were told
that the war with Austris was terminated because of more pressing needs in
Spain and the necessity for Rusaian cooperationm in the campaigne Napoleon's
gincerity was questioned by the Poles who pointed to the granting of Tarmopol
to the Rusaians as & broach of falthe The fact that Napoleon permitted
Avstrla to retain the 1772 acquisitions and joint ownership of the salt mines
of Wielioska was another source of Wmm for the Poles. Probably, the
greatest source of irritation was Napoleon's willingness to listed to
Alexanderfa overtures for the non-restoration of Poland by Prench bands.
Although Hapolaon did not sign a treaty with Alexander on this issua,
nevertheloss, rumors that he even considered suth a move dimmed the spirit
of the Polish pacple.

Immodiately after signing the treaty, Alexander regretted his
connessions to Hapoleon and publicly denonmoed the disloyalty end faithe

29 Handelsman, Konsiytusje Polskie, 7L-75.
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lessness of hig ally. Alexandar also indlcated to Csartoryski that he should
have taken his advice in 1805 and restored the Polish Kingdom wunder his
soeptre instead of following the road to Austerlita, ” The Caar realiszed
that the breash between Hussia and France was widening and a rupture was
inevitable. As a solution to the problem, Alexander resorted to a dual
diplomacy, whereby he attempted to regain Polish sympathiss and at the same
tine carried on diplomatic correspondence with Napoleon which revolved
around the Frenoh Zmpero's agroemont nover to reatore the Kingdom of
Poland,’* Alexander's diplomacy falled to achisve its purpose and it
rapidly became obvions that the result of the war of 1809 would precipitate
a hew war between France and Bussia,

30 Smolka, Polityka lubeckiego, II, 56=57.
n mmm,m}wwpm sne] w Okresie
Porosbdorowyn, Préba Zarysu, Cracow, » g 3% |




CHAPTER VI
ASCENDANCY OF THE PARTITIONING POWERS
- 1810-181L

Napoloon was well meare of the widening breach betwsen himself and
the Russlan Euperar and attempted to ease the strain by asking for the hand
of Alexander's sister, the Orand Duchess Anna. The Empress Dowager, Maria
Feodarovna, considered Napoleon a Corsican usurper and opposed the marrisge.
Offended at Alexander's refusal of his sistert's hand Xapoleon turnsed to the
Isperial House of Habsburg where he obtained the hand of the daughter of the
Austrian Emperor, the Archduchoss iarie Louise. Hapolson's marriage with
Harie Loulse was prompted not emly by the motive of obtaining an ally in
Austria, and thereby antegonising Russia, but was also an attempt to
legitimize his usurper's throne in the eyes of Buropean monarchs, who still
did not fully accept him as the trvwe ruler of the Fremoh. Napoleon
retaliated sgainst Alaxander's rebuff with s refusal to ratify a convention
whereby Napoleon would pledge himself never to restore Poland. Anmicable
Franco-flusaian relations declined even more repidly and it was almost a
cartainty that Poland was ane of the most lmportant reasans for the approashe
ing eonflict.s It was juat as certain that in the event of a war between
Franse and Russia, the behavior of the people in the Russian Polish provinces

%
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Napoleonts marriage to Marie Leulse, it was reported that Alexander said he
could foresee the fate of Russia and the moment was fast approaching whan he
would have to bid farewell to Burope and weloome the steppes of&ai.a.z

Hapoleon's marriage to an Austrian was not the only sourve of
irritation which gave ifmpetus to the eveniual rupture of peaceful relations
betwsan the two Duperors. As previcusly discussed, the enlargement of the
Duchy of Varsawj Hapolsonic enorcachments in northern Qermanys French rew
armament and the growth of the Warsaw arny, which was always a source of
disquistude; all tended to add fire to an already explosive pitmation. In
addition, the inoreasing rivalry of the two states at Constantinople and the
Danube, and fruitlessness of the Continental Blockade gould not be overlooked
as contritmting factors toward the cessation of amicable relations between
Hapoleon and mm»; Alexander was alarmed at an expedition sent by
Napoleon to Persia, cstensibly for acientific purposes tut in reality to
discover the beat overland route to India. The correspondence betwsen the
leader of the expedition, Y. Qardonne and Napoleon passsd via Russia but it
was some time before the Russians suspected the real objective of the
Missions ALl maps and papers dealing with this nmission acoldentally fell
into the hands of the Czar, who engaged the expedition for his own service.t

1 vhen Poniatowski enterod Galicla the Polos ds.d not resist but
aidad hin to defeat the Avatrians,

2 suchorzewskl, History of Poland and Russia, 1l.
3 Rawbaud, Russia, 170-172 passim. ;
L sucharsewsict, History of Poland and Russis, 13.
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Once Alexander believed that Napoleon had no intention of agreeing
to the non-restoration of Poland, he again appealed to the Poles and m-.
newed hls promises of 15305 in which he promised to restore Poland and
accept the Polish crown for himeelfs Alexander first turned his attention
to Ponlatowsicl, who was in charge of the Polish army and with whom he would
have to reckon in a Franco-Russian war. In 1811, Alexander urged
Csartaryski to convince the Polish general that he should permit the
Fussian aruy to entor the Duchy and from there take & stand against
Napcleon. Poniatowski did not trust Alexander and despite Czartoryskit's
raquest that knowledge of the imminent Russian attack upon France yemain a
sacret, informed Napoleon who did not take the message serlmla'-s hen
Ponlatowall refused to accept Alexanderts offer, he sald that he gould not
agree to Russian .emwwlnmnt upon the Duchyts territory because it would
only bring destruction and degradation. He added that if a coalitlion was
formed against France, it was best for Polish welfars to help the nation
which by concrote exasple had shown interest in Poland's restoration without
regard to the hazard which such a conflict would pmmt.é

After Poniatowskl refused to join Alexander agalnst Napolson, the
Csar repewad his attempts to galn Polish sympathy and sussoned Polish
dalegates to whom he cutlined his plans for unity with Russia and plans for
the organization of a Polish national army under his direction. Alexander

5 Handelsman, Cszartoryski, 75.
6 Ibid., 75~76.
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alsc made inquiries of Caartoryski as to whethor or not it was too lats to
carry out his original plans of 1805. From 1010 to Napoleon's final defeat
there was a contimuous strean of diplomatic correspondence between the
Russian Emperor and the Polish nobleman whioch deslt exclusively with
proposed Rusalan restoration of the Xingdom of Poland.

On April 5, 1810, Alsxander proposed to Czartoryski that he would
form the Eingdon of Poland out of the Duchy of Warsaw and Galiocla, and allow
the inhabltants of the Polish provinces of Hussia to participate in this
Kingdom as if 1t were their omn country. Czartoryski was surprigsed at this
proposal but Alexandexr explained that such action would satisfy the Poles,
who wonld have no further reason t0 oppose Russia and friendly relations
between France and Bussia would be maumﬁ.? Thua, the tonse situation
would be alleviated not by a cure but by amputation. Alexander submitted
another proposal to Caartoryski on NDecember 25, 1810. In this letter, the
Czar stated thaty

It seems to me that the time has arrived to prove to the

Poles that Russla is not their enemy, but their true and

natural friend; that although Russia is represented to

tham as the aale obstacle to the restoration of Poland,

it is not irprcbable that Russia wlll be the Power o

bring sbout that event « « s« « This has always been my

favourite ideas cirommstances have twice compelled me to

postpone its realisation, but it none the less remained

in iy mind. There has never been a more propitious
moment for realising it than the presant « » « #0

7 0Olielgud, Memolrs of Czartoryski, IT, 203-20L.
8 Ibid,, 23.21L,
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In the same letter, Alexander also asked Czartoryskl several
questions as to Polish opinion with respect to Rusaia. The Caar asked such
gquestions as would the Poles selze any offer of certainty whioch would insure
their regeneration? Would they accept it from any Power which would promise
that certainty and give wholehearted support? Were there any diverse
parties which would prevent unanimous resolution to take the epportunity of
the first offer made for the regeneration of Poland, and if thay existed,
what was the extent of thelr lmportance and who were their leaders? Did
these partlies exlst in the army and who was ths officer who had the greatest
influence uwpon opinion in the arw?s' Alexander then requestod that his
plans renmain a gecrat betwsen ths two men as the effectivensss of his plans
depended upon the elemant of swprise. The Czar further added that if
Polish opinion was unanimously in favor of restoration from any source, then
it was not a matter of counterebalanging tho genius of Mapoleon, but one of
decreasing his power through tmmssimcrm Duchy of Warsaw and
turning Prussian opinion solidly against him,’® Alexander concluded his
letter to Czartoryski with a statesent that appeared to take the form of a
threat, He salds |

Such a moment presents itself only oncej any other combie

nation will only bring sbout a war to the death between

Rusgia and Prance, with your country as the baitlefield.

The support on which the poles can rely is lizited to the

perscn of Napoleon, who cannot live for ever. Should he

» from the scene, the consequences to Poland would
be disastrousy while if by joining Russia and the other

9 Ibid., 2U215.
10 Ibid., 215-216e
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Powars which would certainly follow her, the moral strength

of France should be overthrown, and Europs delivered from

her yoke, the existence of your ammt,ry would ba esta-

blished with unshakeabls solidity.ll

Czartoryski sent a reply %o Alexander in which he stated that the
sole objeoct of the Polish psople was the restoration of their Kingdom with
all parts united into a single national body under a constitutional and
national regime. He added that amy differance of opinion which existed
among the people would disappear or have a subordinats inflvence if the
higher interests of the country were at stake., However, it was nocessaxy
to convinge everybody that the salvation of the country demanded a total
ohange of policy and the abandonment of the only supporter that the Duchy
hade}? Gsartoryski spoke of the Polish gratitude to Napoleon in the light
of what he had already done for thes and insisted that it would be neceseary
for Alexsnder to convinos the people that their real salvation lay in an
alliance with Russia. The Polish nobleman then asied Alexander $o indlcate
claarly whether the Power which would restore Poland was meant to be Ruassia.
In answer to Alexander's statement that 100,000 Russians were prepared to
fight for the restoration of Poland, Czartoryski asked if this was only an
papor bhecause astually the figure was closer to 65,000.13

Alexander's letter of Jamary 31, 1811, answered Csartoryski's
questions but at the same time was an indication that the Czar wos not as
nmmmmvammmmmmmwmammmpm.

21 Ibid., 216.
12 Ibid., 218-219.
3 Mr; 221.
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The oonditiong under which Alexander would restore Poland were distasteful
even to Csartoryski, who by 1811 had little faith in the Czart's intentions.
In the above letter, Alexander statoed that it was Russia which would tale
in hand the regeneration of Poland, and the restoration meant the union of
everything that formerly constituted Poland; including the Russian provinces
80 a3 to make the rivers Dvinas, Heresina and Dnieper the frontiers.
Alexander promised that the gmmt officlals and army authorities would
be of Polish nationality, a liberal constitution would be "offered,” and a
proclamation of Polish restoration would procede everything else in order
to convinge the Poles of the sincerity of the offer..’ However, the sine
gua non conditions on which the Czar offerod the restoration weres

lste That the kingdom of Poland shall for ever be united

to Russiz, whose Esmperor shall in future bear the title

Empercr of Russia and King of Poland.

2nd, That a formal and positive assurance shall be given

of a uwnanimity of disposition and fesling in favour of

such a result smong the inhabitants of the Duchy, to be

guarantesd g the signature of the most prominent persons

among thems

The first condition was almost intolerable for the Poles who
wanted restoration and, as a result, the second condition could haxdly be
farthooming. However, tho remaindor of the letter clearly illustrated
Alexanderts treacherous nature and the insincerity of his proposals while
he attempted to entice formal Polish assuranceé, This same letter also
stated that thers wore two initial difficulties which presented themselves

i ITodid., 222-223.
15 Ibide, 223-22L.
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and would hamper the Czar's plans for Poland. The flrst difficuliy anw
countered was the problem of Austria which would not suffer the mmm"bim
of all Gelicla and, thorefore, would have to be treated with conslderation
and not provoked to attack Ruseiss. Alexander stated that he deocided to
offer ¥allachia and 1oldavis in exchange for Galicia but that it would be
wiser to postpone the reunion of Galiels until Austria gave her consent and,
as a result, the initial Kingdom of Poland would be farmed only of the
Dushy of “srsaw and the Bussian provinces.l> The above plan was a
contradiotion to what Alexander promised in the first part of the letter and
his sincerity was further questioned because it was obvious that Austria
would never voluntarily part with Galicia, which was a part of ihe Habsburg
Inheritances The second diffieuliy to which Alexander veferred was the
compensation to be given to the King of Saxony, but the Crar added that he
would not be bound to do so wnless Frederiok Avgnstus Joined Russia against
France,1 Alexander concluded the letter with the statement that he would
not begin & war with France unless he first received Polish assurances, as
stipulated, and insisted that this correspondence remain a ssoret because
rumors that he intended to proclaim himself King of Poland womld at present
be more injurious than useful. The Czar indicated that he endeavored to
put an ond to such rumors by dsclaring that such action was impossible and

could not ooour M

16 1Ibid,, 224225,
17 Ivid,., 225.
18 Ibide., 227-228.
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Csarioryski replied to Alexander with the statement that while ‘ths
Poles desired & restored Poland with & national govermment and constitution,
at the moment, the pecple were unconvinced that thie plan could materialize
by deserting France and eapousing mmw Aloxander sent a reply which
pointed ont that has was powerless to ast unless the Poles made the first
open declaration of their loyalty to hime He indicated that a rupture with
France was inevitable and Napoleon was detormined to destroy the last
power in Burope which was not dependent upon him. Napoleon's demand that
Russia cease all trade with neutralse-the only trade left for Russisweand
import French lmxuries which the Russians sould not afford, was very dls-
tressing for Alexander who refused to agree to such conditions of trade.
The Csar added that war with France was imminent, notwithstanding all that
Russia did to avoid it and, therefore, freed her from all chligations to
comsider the interests of France and permiited her to regenerate Polm&.m

The further development of the plans referred to in the preceding
correspondence was interrupted by the Russian campaign of 1812, On June 15,
1812, Mapoleon crossed the Niemen, The Polish Diet assembled at Warsaw
under the presidency of Prince Adam Csartoryeki, Swve, and proolaimed the
vestoration of the vhole of anclent Poland @8 an independent state.
Alexander appeared not to take notice of letters which referred to the above
matter. The Czarts correspondencs with Cmartoryski did not resume until
aftor the campaign was over,

The Russian Czar again approached the problem of Polish restoratim

19 Handelsman, Cpartoryski, 76.
20 Gielgud, Memoirs of Csartoryski, II, 229-230.




85

in a letter of Jamary 1, 1813, in which he expressed his desire to fulfill
Polish hopes but at the same time stressed the fact that such action would
antagonize the Russisng who suffered defeat at Smolensk and Moscow at the
hands of the Poles, and would also have alienated Austiria md Prussia, who
slready showed thoir most favorsble dispositicns to Russia.” This state-
moent was significant in that it amplétely overrode Alexander's promises
that he would restore Poland if he could do so. However, as the above
opinion indicated, he inferred that he was not in a position to do so and
never would be because of his fear of losing Austria and Prussis as alliea.
In the very sams letter, Alexander atated that he would welcome a formal
Polish declaration of their allegiance to him and added that snyone who
allied hinself with the Caar would never bs decleved.>2

On Jamsary 13, 1813, Alexander again wrote to Csartoryski and
explained that any proclamation of Polish independence at this time was cul
of the question because public opinion in Russia was opposed to such & move.
The Tussian Csar added that the development of military events would prove
how dear the interests of Poland were to him and how falthful he was to his
old ideas, which were always liberals Yot, Alexander insisted that the
Poles give proof of their sincerity by withdrawing their troops from the
Duely in the event that the Russian army reached Warsaw. The Czar stated
that he would give orders for the Russian army not to ogoupy the Duchy if

21 Edwmrd Bignon, Polska mt« 1811, Wspomnienis Dyploma
Edwarda Bignona, Wi.l:m, 1915’ IE; !1:7?- W

22 Ybid. Y The




86

the forelgn treops--least of all Poliash ones--did not remain, as their
presence would cause Alexander anxiety 1f a foreign garrison remained bahind
Russian 1lines,2>

Alexander's axcuses greatly annoyed Csartoryski, who issued a reply
to the effect that the Prussisn King was not cpposed to the existence of
Poland, which he deemed just and veasonable. Caartoryskli further pointed out
that the Prussian King wes mmmd'um Aloxander did not do anything
definite for the Poles and complained that whenever he wished to discuss the
situation with the Csar, Alexander soemed embarressed and talled of something
olse.?d While 1t was quite true that the Prussisn King was not opposed to
the restoration of Poland, it would be naive to assume that he desmired the
restoration wnder any other control than Mas own. Fredeorick willisz alresdy
suffered a loss of territory in 1807 whon the Duohy was created and ii was
more than unlikely that he would oonsent to any further loss of his tervitory
or would rencunce his olaim to the territory lost in 1807. There was |
ovidence that the Prussian King sent Prince Anthony Radziwill io Warsaw to
sound out public opinion with regamd to Polish restoration under Prussian
rles?® It was quite possible that Czartorysii reforred to Prussian willing
ness to restore Poland only to influsnce Alexander to do so under the
conditions which the people wanted,

Ceartoryski further stated that since Austria peruiited Hapoleon to

23 Olelgud, Mewoirs of Caartoryeld, IT, 236.
2l Ibid., 237-238,
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retuild a part, of Poland, her feelings should not be considersd but she mst
be made to give silent acquiescence to Russiats plans. As far as public
opinion in Russia was concerned, Czartoryskl added that once Alexander had an
understanding with Prussis and Ausirls, the protests of S5t. Petersburg
statesmen would csase.?> The replias to his letters proved discouraging and
the Czar finally becane convinced that if he entered ‘arsaw, he could not
sount on Polish assioiance, 411 Polish national agpirations turned to
Hapoleon when it became cbvious that Alexander was nol sincere in hia
promises, sand did not have any genuine intentlons of retumilding Poland,
There was intense opposition to Polish restoration from the nationalistic
groups in Russia, which was stimulated by Tilsit and further aggravated hy
Sehoonbrwine I Alsxander reconstituted Poland, he feared a revolution and
his father's tragic reign was a reminder of the power which the Huassian
aristooracy and statesmen wislded. However, if Alexander had any real
intentions of restoring Poland, he could have dame so just before Nspoleon
entored Poland in 1507 and thus would have gained Polish support for himsslf
and wealened the magnatism of the French Dmperor. Alexsnder failed to
@xecute his plans and only revived tier. when it becaws evident that a hweach
with Napoleon wap inevitable. Conterporaries atiributed Alaxanderts une '
willingness to fulfill his plans to the fact that he never had any intention
of reatoring the Kmdmi of Palande

Lmediately after Alczander begas to woo Polish sympathles with

26 Pmm K5
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his plans, Napolemm procesded to counterast the Czarts designs and showed
more interest in the Poles and repeated his oft-made promises. The Fremch
Empercr still rafrained from any formal declaration of Polish independence
as ho did not wish a break in FrancowRussian relations in 1810. Ho was,
however, @mware that the Russisn court was in favor of an immediate rupture
if he 4id not proceed cautdously. It was difficult for Hapoleon to appease
Ruseia and the Poles at tho sams time but despatohos of Russian overtures to
Caartoryski prompted more libersl promises to the Poles despite Ruasslan
annoyance. Hapoleon's marriage to Harie Louise excited the Poles who felt
that the French Espercr would not restore the mest of Galicla to the proposed
new independent state. Yet, though the Poles regretted the necessity of
their attachment to Napoleon's fortunes, they knew that the benefits which
they already received came from his hands while the Partiticning Powers uade
no effort to restore their independence. The existence of the Duchy of
- Varsaw was conorete proof that Napoleon was the best benefactor.

In June of 1812, Napoleon sent Archbishop Daminie de Pradt as
apbassador o the court of Saxcny and the Duchy of Warsaw. The purpose of
de Pradtts visit was to incite the Poles to arm and fight with the
Napoleonlo legions in the inevitable war against Rusaia, yst t.o;miw it
appear that the Poles actod on their omn initiative rather than from
Hapoleonts wille De Pradt's mission was successful and when Napolson marched

against Russia in 1812, 100,000 Poles went with hi.n.m Hapoleon called the

27 Some sources sald 70,000 while others indlecated the figure was
closer to 120,000,
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1812 campaign <he Second Polish Campaign, and in a proclsmation 1o the pecple
atated that if he had reigned during the First, Second or Third Partition of
Poland, he would have given his entire support to the Polish cause, He added
that as soon as victory permitted him to do soy, e restored a portion of the
Polish provinces. In the same paragraph, Napoleon pronounced that he had
guaranteod Austria the integrity of her states and could not auntharise any-
thing which would create a &mwrmm between himself and that country, and
thus continued to wrap his promlses in "ifa" and "buts," yeservations and
conditions, as he had done sinoe since his ascension into powors After the
astart of the 1812 campalgn and French entrance into Warasaw, Frederick
Augustus turned the power of guthority over to the Council of Yinisters,
which decided to call together the Dist. The Diet in turn disbanded and
handed suthority over to the Oemeral Council of the Confederated Polish
Kingdom, somposed of Czartorysiki as president, together with ten members of
the Diet. Tadeuss Matuszewios, the Minister of the Tressury, urged by de
Pradt, spoke before the Oaneral Council and sald that Poland was restored and
suggested that all parte of old Poland should join the Confederations All
this trenspired with de Pradt's assistanoce but without proper sanction of
Napoleon and the Xing of Saxony. m Genoral Council then sent a deputation
to Napolson to ask for protection for the npew "natimi“ but was met with an
answar full of doubt and indecision. Napoleon was anxlous not to provoke
Austria and Prussia, or to males peace with Russia impossible, and refused to
give his sancticn to the decisions of the Ceneral Council and, thereby,
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comitted a serious errer in his regulation of Polish affairs.?® Hiw lack off
a definite Polish policy not only coet lapoleon considerable Polish
gympathies but falled to conolliate Russias, Prussia and Auvatris.

In the event of a war with Russia, Napoleon depended upon active or
passive assistance from Austria and Prussia. While it was Quite true that
the Treaty of SchOonbrunn wis unpleasant for the Austrians, they were even
more chagrined at the attitude of ttﬁr "ally” Russia, who refused to come tof
their aid in 1809 end was content to pursue a polisy of watohful waiting.
Because of Ruasia's attitnde, Ausiria was more inolined toward Hapolson's
influence and her acquiescence toward French achemes was comparatively
gmduﬁled..” When Hapoleon began to give the Poles assurances of his
sincerity in 1810, to counteract Russian overturea, he procceded to inguire
of Austria the possiblility of an exchange of Galicla for other provinces.
Napoleon believed that by this measure he would give the Polvs outwerd
eyidence of his intentions to re-establish the whole of Poland and gt the
same time compensate Ausiria with other provinces which would be more
desirabla, On Januaxy 17, 1810, in a despatch on the resulis of the Mission
of Paris, Hotternich informed the Emperor Francis, that Hapclam‘ roferred to
the Polish queation and it was Metternichls firmest conviction thai Poland
was the palladium of the fuiture French war against Russia. Hetternich |
indicated that if Napoleon was successful in the war and restored Poland from
its ashes, it would undoubtedly be to the disadvantage of Austria unless she

28 smolefiski, Dsieju ¥arodu, 396«397.
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decided to acoept compensation for Galicis ab the present tm?ﬂ latierniohf
also made the statement that Napoleon did not need any cooperation from
Ausirie to secure the success of his undertaking and there was no doubt that
the restoration of Poland would be the first important cbject when the war

with Russia was brought 0 a victorious eenclusi.m.z‘l

¥hile the Austrian statesmum was of the opinion that it would be
most Aifficult to find an equivalent for Galicia; as far as population and
revenue was ooncerned, he proposed a skotch of Austria's future political
sourse in which Gslicia would be exchanged for other provinces more suliable
in political and commorcial respectss The sketch proposed the following
provinces as compensation for Galiciay

(a) Illyria, including Dalmatia, the Quarnero Islands, and

Venotion Istria as far as the lsonszo frontiers

(b) Upper Austrias, at least the ceded portion of the Hange

ruck district, and if possible the former Inn {rontiers

(o) A portion of Silesiay this cospensation, however, only

to be conditional, and in the event of the dismenberment

of Prussloaeeto my nimd [Metternich's] a certain result of

the impending war.32

¥etternich's proposal indicated Austriats awareneas of the
inavitability of a war between France and Russia and mentioned Prussian
destruction as a result of this war. With respect to the latter point,
#etternich nentioned it casually and did not give any viaible signs of

distress at such a consequence but rather was prepared to accept Prussian

30 Metternich, Memoirs of Metternich, II, LB6=LG7.
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territory as gompensation for Galloeiss Emperor Francis was also told that
Ausiria had to proeeed cautiously with respect to France, and give no
indication of expanding the preseni monarchy and, remove all hope of &
prastical union with Russias

After Hetternich pressnted his plans, Napoleon sent the Austrian
Bmperor his own propogal for Avstrian compensation for emlmim Hapoleon
told Francis that the Illyrian pth once belomad to Austriae
and Talmatia were very isporiant for Austrian securitys. Hapoleon also made
the statement that French possession of these provinces presipitated mr- |
inorwasing Jealousy and 111 feeling between Austria and France, a condition
which he hoped to remsdy. However, Napoleon concluded his proposal with the
statement that if lw deemed it necessary 'bo( uake war with Russia, he would
have a great and powerful ally in a King of Poland and would not need
Astrian assistaice or provimoa“w

In angwer Lo Hapoleonts proposal, Matwmiah sent an angwer which
stated thats

A kingdon of Poland is nothing more than the Duchy of

Warsaw with mmother name and with new boundaries for which

it has atriven ever since it was made. Vhenever our

Galicia provinces ave reduged in sise more than they now

are, our interest in the Polish question must surely
diminish in the sawe proportion.3s

¥ettarnich further sdded:

The Illyrian provinces are most important to us from
tventy points of view, Galicla has advaniages on its

33 Ibid., 48990,
34 Ibtds, I, 136237,
32 Jhides 137,
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side for which it would be difficult to compensate. The

revenue offered by I[llyria is trifling, and hardly comos

up to that of Galiolaj it has fewer moen aend less means

For the common mOATORys + & a5 Ly POInE

The Austrian reluctance to part with Galicis, because of more
abundant resomrces, brought forth another reply from Rapoleon who stated
that in ithe case of a successful war against Russia, which would lead to the
incorporation of Polish-flusaian prm;imea inte the Duchy of Warsaw, Austriats
possession of Calicla would be in oonstant danger. Napoleon also made the
comment that if Austria inelined toward Ruesia, Oalicia stood in the first
rank politically for it served as a comnecting link. With regard to loss of
revenue 1f Galicie were exchanged forr another province, Napoleon suggested
that Austria buy all the estates in Oalicia for that purpose.3?

Hiowevor, Napoleonts refusal to ratify the hussian treaty whieh
guarantesd that France would mever restore the independence of Poland,
ereated suspicion in the Vienmess court and added further svidence of the
belief that ir the French Emperor followed such a ocourse, Austria would
suffer considerable territorial loss. The Austrlians were also disheariened
by Napoleon's statement that he would not contribute toward the re-eptas
blishment of Poland, but that if Iithwania would arise and espouse the
intersst of Poland, or if the Warsaw population would seek to aggrandice

iteelf at the expense of Russiaw-at & time when the Russians were in sonfliot]

36 Ibid., 138.
37 Ibid., 138-139.
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with France~-he would not present any q:pmitimusa To inoure themselves of
no unfavorable loss of territory, the Austrians declded upon a poliay of
acquiescence to Nepoleon's planss Empercr Francis informed Metternich that
the utmost oare should be taken tw avoid and prevent all political comw
plications, but that if such complications arose, Anstria would follow the
obseyvance of strict neutrality from which she would attain the greatest
possible advantage. The Austrian Emperor, Francis, indicated that if it werd
negessary to consent to an exchange of Galicla to avold a greater wvil, such
a measure would have to be carried out without detriment to the Austrian
monaroly,>”

Kapaleon effectively impressed upon the Austrians the necessity of
friendly relations between the two powsrs Ly dangling the insecurity of
Austrian possesaion of Gallcia after tl» re-establishment of the Kingdom of
Poland, to which he added even further persuasions In & letter to Prancis,
Hetternich stated that the Austrian Ambassador to France, Prince
Schwarsenberg, was given even nore important arguments for Austrian alliance
with France. According to Solmarsenberg, Napoleon represented the
possibility, that in the course of the war, internal inswrrections might
break out even in Galicla, which in the interests of his Polish allles he
would be obliged to support and thus eventually engage in a war with
Lnamw Hapoleonts obvions threat wes conslderud proof that he intanded

38 Ibid., I, L30.
39 Ibide, L52.
1O Ibid., W96-LoT.
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to rewestablish Poland a8 the next step in his war against Russiss The
Austrians realized that AL Napoleon was suocessful in his campaigns, all
Rusaian Poland was goneethe remainder of Russia's only Western European
posssssionw~together with the disappearance of Pmaamm

The enormous power which Napolecn wislded in Burcpe convinced the
Austriang that their owm security lay in compliance with French schemes. To
caln any Ausirian fears, Napolecn mmted a bright futuare for Austria as a
reword for her alliance with him, In an avdience with Sclwmrzenberg,
Hapoleon promised that Wallashia, Moldavia, Servia would be glven to Austriay
together with the mouth of the Danuba, whether o not the Turks oeded the
said provinces to Hussia. In addition, Napoleon promised to guarantes
Austria's possession of Galicia unless Austria was willing to exchange this
province for an equivalent alsewhore, Illyria and the port of Trisate were
menticned a8 possible provinese forr the exchangs of Galicime. Napoleon made
no promise as $0 Austria's Prussisn frontler but stated that such an issue
would have to be decided after the war was terminateds The most interesting
Prench concession to Austria atated that the slightest fauls comadited by
Prussia would decide the question of 3ilesia and that Napolson would very
willingly dispose of Sileala in Austydsn favor if the Prussians continued to
oppoee the Franche2 On March 1L, 1812, Napoleon concluded & treaty with
Austria which embodied the above concesaions and allled Austrian fortunes

L Ibid., 50h.
L2 Ibid., 517-518,
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~ with those of France., Austrian ratificatiion of the treaty showed a lask of
gonuine conoern over possible Prussian destruction, and a willingness to
benefit at the expense of a former ally. There ware some groups in Ansiria
which favored a support of Prussia and the eventual restoration of ths Duchy
of Warsaw territory to the pre~1807 status, but such ideas were asubm
to the more Lmportant ones of safeguarding the Austrian monarchy and a
possible addition w0 the Habsburg Ix;m:ltmw.

®hile Austrian scquiescenss for an alliance with France proceeded
along a more favorable line, Prussian alliance was almost compulscrys The
Prusaslan King and statesmen found it impossible to forget the lmmiliation of
1807, and the loss of territory which was subsequently created into the
Duchy of Varsaw. Yoreover, the Prussians looked suspiciously upon the

aneowAustrian alliance and Alexander's overtures for the restoration of

Poland under the Russiasn sceptre, Frederick William's ally, Austria, was
willing to benefit territorially at Prussian expense and, fulfillament of
Alexanderts Polish plans meant a loss of the Duchy of Warsaw territory to
Pruseia. Howaver, in a letter to Alexander, Frederick William stated that
the restoration of Poland by Russian hands would have been a great achievee
ment, but he added

I B e 1 8 0 o,

will have to show your compleote disinterest. Your Majesty

has to loave to the Poles complete liberiy in choosing the

king of their own nation if they so prefer, and has to

declare their indepondence. Buit if you will join Poland to
your oun Ezpire, what will be the form of this union o o ¢ »
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The Prussians who have to calculate on thelr interest and

not on the present moment, camnob look at this acquisitiom

without great disquietude.h3

The above quoied leiier was sent at the same time that
Caartoryskl and Alexander coxresponded sbout the vestoration of Poland under
Russian rule. Csartoryski wrote to Alexander that Frince Anthory Radaiwill
wag sent to Yaresw to discover tha sentimenta of the population in regard to
Alexanderts plan. It would bo more acourate to state that Frederick
#illian was interested in Polish restoration under his own rule, and as
mentioned sarlior in this chapter, would be very reluctant to allow Russia
to do 80 becauss 1t was imevitable that the kingdom thus restored would be
inoluded in the Ruosian Espire.

Prussian dlstrust of Alsxanderts proposals gave Hapoleson the
opportunity to oconciliate his relations with Prederick William and, thereby
roceive permission to cross Prussian territory in his caspaign ageinst
Russise Although Pruseia wae dependent upon France, after subjugation in
1807, Hapoleon faced a difficult problem in arranging a Franco-Prussisn
alliance., In order to quiet Prussian fears of a complete Polish restaration
by France, Napoleon sent & letter to Frederlek ¥illiam om April 2, 1811, in
which he stated that if he had desired to establish Poland, he could have
done so at Tilsit and again at Schbonbrunn but refrained from such action
because he did not wish the restoaration. Napoleon further wrote that he was
building up his resocurces and making alliancee with his peighbors bessuse he

L3 Ssymm Askanasy, Ksiase Jozef Poniatowski, 1763-1613, Pomnan
1913, Preepisy IXIX, 245e e ’
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was suspicious of Russian way tendencies. The letter added thal a oo
servation of French resources and finsnces was not merely a whim but a
necesaitys. In conclusion, Hapoleon said that if Russia remained true to hey
allisnce with Prance, he would not prepare for war, but he believed that
conoe Russis ended a war with Turkey, she would break the alliance and make
poacse with Englmd.m‘ Napoleon's conclliatory measures bors no permanent
fruit and by the close of 1813, Pm&a becams the ally of Alexanders

Russian troops oooupled the Duchy of Yarsew in February of 1813 MJ'
in April, Alexsnder instituted the Temporary Supreme Counoll of the
of Yarsaw under the presidency of Lanskoy and vise-presidency of
Rmﬁm.hs The Duchy of Warsaw ceased to eéxist aftar Russian occupation
and was in Kussian custody uniil final disposition at the Congress of Viennad
The fate of the Duchy wms taken out of the realm of Pranco-Russian relations
and placed in the hands of nations which met at Vienna to restore the

‘balance of power in Burope.

Ll Dr. August von Schlossberger, Politische und Militarisohe
orrespopdens, Konig Friedrichs Yon Mirttemberg mlt Kaiser Kapoieon iy
L 'x Stuttgart, 1809, 233.

U5 Askenazy, Sto lat Zarzgdu, 29.




THE CONGHESS OF VIENNA

All three of the Partitioning Powers cawe to the Congress of
Vienna with proposals for a peace settlement, but the most deternined of
these powers was Russia, which had a very definite plan as to what she was
to receive as a reward for her actions in safeguarding and liderating Europeq
Russian demands came into conflict with those of Prussia and Austria, who
mmmthanwmimwmmammmofmummdlﬁﬂ?lmq To
insure himself of the territory he wanted, Alexander was willing to give his
allics a frese hand, Alexander wanied Poland and he planned to compensate
Austria and Prussia for thoir PMolish lands by territorial acquisitions in
Italy end Saxonys The questions of Poland and Saxony met with a grest deal
of opposition and Alaxander was foreed to use all of his persuasion to reash
a favorabls compromise. When Alexander arrived at Vienna, he instructad
Husaelrode to declare that he demanded a just indemnity for his sacrifices.
The Sust indemnity to which Alexander referred was the possession of the
Dushy of Varsaw and the power of regulating its positlon and future
jence., Nosselrode's proposal stated:

sonstitution according to his conwe

The Coar regurds tho Dushy of “Warsaw as his personal spoll,
refusos Europe the right to interfere in the dispoaition
of this territory, rejects Prussian partitioning proposals,
acknowladges, that the swrender of ihe Duchy's territory
is indemnlty, belonging to Russia for her war lnconveniencej
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nd e foothiAL dhotrist and Mielicskm wLth the Tisvele se
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it does not permit Russia's homor to answer Burope. In

any event Alexander does not refrain from guaraniesing

Prussia and Auvstria their Polish astivities.l

The above declaration was regarded as Ruseia's first attempt, and
wag received with indifference Ly il other nations at the Congress. Puture
evanis, however, 1llustirated that Al&amdar made only smell concessions to
Austria and Prusaia on the question of Poland, While the Czad was willing
to perait the Congress to discuss the territorial disposition of other
FPuropean countries, he reserved the right to dispose of Polish tervitory in
any manzner ho deemed favorable to the Russian Empire. Alexander's mlmtmoﬁ
to permit dismembernent of the Duchy of Warsaw, at any other hands than his
own, was soncrete evidence that he desired this territwry as his persomal
possession and disproved the sincerity of his promises to the Poles that he
would restore thelr independence. The opposition whioh Alexander showed to
the Duchy of Warsew since its creation contimued to exist at the Congress,
whare it took the form of preventing the territory from returning to Austria
and Prussian rula,

When Austyis and Prussia cbjected to Russian desands, Alexandey
informed the Congress in a most positive manner that Mussia would abandon
none of her pretensions on Poland. Alexander added that Russisn troops
ocoupied the Duchy of warssw and they would have to be driven out Yy foroe if

mcmmmmwwwmmmmﬂ ™he Rusaian uinisters

i Handelanan, walg 105106, ,
2 De Broglie, Memolrs of Talleyrand, III, 225.
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who attended «the Congress refused to allow any discussion on the Polish
question and gave rise to the fear that Alexander was bent on territorial
aggrandizenent which would extend the Russian Empire to the banks of the
Vistula, if not further. 7The language exploysd by the Russisns laoked
reason and moderation as vvidenced by a remark that while the nations of
Western Burope wanted to make an M:{‘.auc power of Russia, Poland would meke
it a European pm.3

Alexandor's grestest problem was that of sompansating Awstria and
Prusgia for the loss of the Duchy of Warsaw territory he planned to
incorporate into the Russian Sepire. An swarencss that Castlereagh intended
to egpouse Austrian and Prussian proposals, prompted Alexander to present mop
1ibersl terms for his foymer allies, In addition to Pewnan and Chelm,
Alexandor proposed to give Prussis the land under the Warte, without Kalles,
together with compensation in Saxony for texritory which remained in
Alaxandsr's possession. JAustria was provoked at Alexanderts offer of Saxony
tc Prussia and yefused {0 consider the problem of Poland and Saxory as one,
in which she was baoked by Castlereagh, who also did not want to see
Prussia enlarged, To consiliate the iustrians, Alexander proposed to give
Empercr Francis the foothill disuriet, "eliewka, the Circle of Ternopol,
freedon of trade on the Vistula, and guaranteed the neutrality of Cracow and
Torun.+ Eventually, however, Aloxander promissed Torun to Prussia as

3 Ibid., 220«

3 3

L Handeleman, Caartorysid, 107-109 passim.
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indemmification for Lipsks The seitlement of Austro-Prussian compenaation
woaloned Castlereagh's attempt t0 use those two powers as a threat agalnst
Russian expansion into Vestern Zurcopes The proposed ssttlement also
docressed Prench insistence that Austria and Prussia receive their just
compensations It was true that Prance was willing to ses the restoration of
Poland but very reluctant to see all of Polish territory in Russian hands.

During the initial stages of the Congress of Vienna, Aloxander
conpletely disregarded Polish feelings and made no attempt to consider their|
demands as to the future status of Poland. However, after Napoleon landed 1
France, Alexander was anxious to suppress any offect that his coudng might
have had in Polish minds. Although Csartorysid accompanied Aloxender when
he came to Vienna, the Csar showed no pronounced interest in the Pole's
advice as to the restoration of Poland, until the figure of Napoleon locwed
once again befors his eyes. Alexander did make some attempts to alleviate
Polish unrest immediately after the entrance of Russian iroops into Warsaw
when he granted an ammesty to all the Poles who fought against hinm under
Napoleon in the ommpalgn of 1812‘5 The Hapoleonic threat in 1815 revertod
Alexander's policy to the 1810 status when he made overtures to the Poles
for independent political life tied to Russia by either Alexander or Prince
Michanl as ¥ing of Polands In & memorandum, Csartoryski stated that he was
in aveord with Alexander's proposal for Poland and the reorganisation of
Rusgian provinces in such a manner as L0 ssoure peace to his neighbors and

§ Olelgud, Memolrs of Csartorysili, II, 202.
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Burcpe. Czaxtorysid added that even if mnmorummdmor?mm;
restored and part of the Duchy of Warsaw united to Russia, such a move would
not in any sense be dangerous to Austria or Prussis, because Aloxander would
guarantee to them the possession of thelr parts of Poland, It was also
mentioned that the slightest atterpt to regover these provinces would be
opposed by Austria, Prussia, France and England, and leave Russia entirely
1sclated,’ '

The chief objections to the Caart's proposal to restore Poland did
not come from Austria and Prussis, whose Polish possessions would have been
united to the new Polish Kingdom, nor did they come from France, who wes
willing to concede to Polish restoration if she could preserve the Mﬁmcﬁ
Saxony.! The moet stremuous cbjection to Polish restoration came from Lord
Castlereagh, who feared that a mwad Poland under a dynsstic wnion with
Russia would considerably incresse Russia's strength and upset the balance
power in Europs. Sources indicated that Alexanderts omn subjects grumbled j
the idea of what they considered old Ruseisn lands inoluded in a regenerated
Polande Aloxander expressed the Huseiamn sympathics when he sald that Poland
had three onemies, Pyruassia, ‘ustria and Russiaw-and one friend, mwmm&

Evan after & settlecent with Austria and Pruseis, Alexander's
propossls were coldly received by the othey members of the Congress. The

6 Ibid., 207288,
7 Ds Broglie, Memolrs of Iallyrand, III, 276«
8 Strakhoveky, Alsxander I, 163-1GL.
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gpposition eontinued until Napoleon returned from Elba, when the Congress
needed Russia'’s support and thus sacrificed Poland to gain Alexander's favor
and alde Once Alexander was ceritain that Iis oppesition no longer existed,
he discontinued his promises to re-sstablish Poland and evenwavered in his
decision to give the Poles a liberal constitution. Tallyrand notioced
Alexsnderts change of heart aend emwl that the Csar would probably
eliminate Polish objections by parting coldly with Caartoryski and aveid all
mlmtimﬁ |

After Napoleon's segond defeat at Watorloo, Austria and Prussia
manifested renewed dissatisfastion with the proposals submitted by Alexandery
The Austrian attitude was expressed by Mettemich, who was determined to
regain lost Polish provinces for the Habsburgs. At the very firet meeting
in Visnna, Hetternich foarcefully stated that the power which did not spare
ﬂapohah when he was at his senith, would not permit itself to be distated
to by Alexandar. Alexander's nomination of Archduke Constantine as the
mmaftmmmhwmmmmwmwmmmmmmr
presented serious consequences for the Austrians. The Austrian statesmen
indicated that it was no lomger necesesry to aid Russia in order to safeguarp
their om future.,’ Metternich judged the opinion of his country well and
vaw that an Avetria, engiraled by Prussias, Russis, and s Poland entirely in
the hands of the latter, would be a constant menace wmmmgmmw?

9 Do Broglis, Memolrs of fallyrand, 11, Gl
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To protect Avetrian interests, Metternich turned to France as the logical
power to help him defeat Alexanderts schemes. The Austrian statesmun was
most desirous to obiain assistance on two vital issues which concerned the
safety of his country--the Polish ¢uestion and the Saxon issus, Tallyrand
stated that in & conversation with Mettemmich, the Austrian told him he would
never abandon Saxony and as far as Poland was comcerned, he signified that
mmammmmmmummmmmmmu
Later on Metternich admitted that he would give Saxony to Prussia on two
conditions. (ne condition was that Prussia should abandon support of
Russian proposals on the Polish question, and gecond, that on the side of
the Rhine, the MHein on one sids and Moselle on the other would be the
boundaries between the Northern states and Southern Germany, an arrangement
Uy which Prussia was compelled to give up Mayence.*? The conditicns which
Metternich proposed were very diffioult for Russia and Prussia to acoept
aince Frederick william and Alexander wore very closely united on the mattey
of Polish disposition and Prussia coveted Mayence. However, the first and
most important question which blooked the progress of nogotiations at Vieona
was Poland,
In & letter to Hardenberg on December 10, 181k, Hetternich
prassed the importance of the Polish guestion both for Auvatria and for
Prussiae In his opinion, the question of fixing the fate of the Duchy of

11 De Broglie, Momolrs of Jallyrand, III, 3l
12 mad,
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Warsaw wag of great concern to Austria. Metternich stated that while
Francls was anxious to preserve friendly relations with Alexandar, the
diotates of private intexrest prevented his from sgreeing %o & settloment
whareby this interest was jJeopardizeds In additdon, Metternich pointed out
that the city of Cracow, with a suitable radisne, should be incorporated into
Auvstrian territory. mutmmmmmwmtam
explicitely Prussian opinion on the constitutional question of Poland and
the union of the ancient Russian Polish provinces to the new asoquisitiona of
Russia. In conclusion, Metternich declared that Austria hed the right to
compensation for Alexanderts pretensiwns to new territorial soguisitions and
that 1t appsared impossible not to meks mention of this Lssue in the progresy
of negotiations,™ Eventually, however, Austria accepted Alexanderts offer
of Weligakawarith the salt mines--small territory on the right bank of the
Vistula, freedom of trade on the Vistula and the Cirdle of Tarnopol, as
compensation for hor losges and in this manner Alexander disposed of aw of
his former allies and silenged hor protests of Ruesian incorporation of the
Dushy of Yarsaw,

The solution to the problem of Prussimn compensation was to some
extent mich simpler than that of Austria, who was the "sileni® ally of
Hapoleon, The Russian Czar and the Prussian Xing were in complete agreement
on the issue of Polish tarritorial disposition since the latter joined the
Russians in 1813 with the understanding that Russia would indemmify Pruasia

i

13 Metternich, Memolrs of Metternich III, 586508 passime
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out of future-conquests for the losa of her former Polish possecasion.
Prussia was also informad that ‘lexmnder had not the slightest intention of
giving up any part of Poland which he ocoupied,il As & result of this
provious mutual wnderstanding, the two powsrs agted in unanimity on the
Polish issus with the exveption of a few minor changes im policy. Prussian
acosssion to Russlan demands did not meocessarily indicate that Prussia
willingly parted with her Poliash pwm and was ready to renmmoe all
alain to former possessions. While Alexander called the restoration of
Poland & sclemn atonement for the orimes of Empress Catherine, the Prussians
indicated that it was a plan for mm possession of those parts of Polish
tarritory which Cathorine was forced to abandon to her accomplices in the
partition, and thms in reallty the orime was not one of comsission dut
mmm.ls |

In return for ceding her righte to Poland, Prussia asied ot
pensation for lost provinces for those which she coveted in Uermeny and on
the banis of the Rhine, most importent of all, the Kingdom of Sexony.
Prussian request of Saxony brought forth strenuous cbjections from Austria,
Enpland and Prance which considered the question of Saxony more importsnt in
Furopean balante of pomsr than a Poland in her present condition. The three
ocblecting powers protested that s destoryed Saxony wonld not add to Prussian
equilibrium. The Sgxon problen was forgotten by the rise of another,
Prussian demand for a partion of Polish torritory, e.gs Torun, In & formal

1l seeley, Life snd Tims of Stein, 05.
25 Iotd., 25025
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proposal to Alexsnder, Frederick William expressod his desirve for a frontier
in Poland and mentioned Torun as & mource of disquietude if it rematned in
other then Prussian hands. 7The letter alsoc indicated that Craocow was of
equal importance to Austris and, therefore, demanded that these two
territories be cedsd to the respective countries.” The next portion of the
Prussian proposal was even more mmting in that it mﬂy discussed the
ovile which would result fyrom a ﬁumm restoration of Poland and a cope
stitution which would be given to ite The proposal stated thats

" An administration which would constitute all Bussian Poland
into a political whole under the name of a Kingdom, divide
it from Russia, and altor it into a State united vi.th that
EBmpire, wounld destroy the internal unity of the Covarmmnt,
impede its course, fuster among Russian Poles a desire to
restore their independence, and in those Poles who will be
left to the other Powers, a gern of fermentation and tendernw

ay to separation.l?
The propossl forther added thats

Such a condition of things would involve elaments of disvord
betweon despotic Russia and constitutional Polandy the
forper will have a motive for jealousy in the distinetiong
1t will be alwmys ready to turn the union into incorpom
rationg the latter will be restless about the maintemanos
of its rights, nd iis restlessness will take the lawless
and vevolulionsry stamp of the nation, snd the union will
be followed either by ssparation or mxb,jmatim, which
changes will only be brought about through new
convulaions,

16 Ibid., 252-253.
17 mid
16 Ibid., 253
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The preceding quotation clearly indleated that Prussian views were
loss liberal than those of Alsxander, who cmntemplated a oonstitution for
the Polish provinces under his rules The excerpt also volosd Prussian fears
that a too liberal sdministration of these provinoces would be a sowrce of
inspiration to Polish provinces under Prussian and Avsirian rule and therehy
provoks a revolution which might lead to a loss of territory fa the two
countries, mamummmMsmm,ummwummamw
Torun and Crecow, Alexander stated that it would be humiliating for Mm to
evasuate Cracow after having cccupied it but agreed to consider the dige
position of Torud in Prussian favor, 7o settle the above issue, Alexander
vesorted to appeasoment, and inforued Austria and Prussia that Cracow and
Torwi would exist as neutrsl oities. The Czar also sbandoned his ariginal
plan of Jolning lithunia to the Ducly of “wrsaw to form the new Kingdom of
?almd.w

The settlement of Austrisn and Prussian issues eliminated most of
the French opposition to Alexanderts proposals on the Pollsh quastion.
Mutual interest was the atrongest link in Prench support of Austrian and
Prussian pretensions. The restoration of Poland and the diasposition of
Saxony fosmed a close bond betwean France and Prussia but an even closer
cno betwean Franoe and Austria, which was unwilling to allow Prussian
occoupation of Saxcny or see wost of Poland undey Russian rule. France
agroed that a Poland almost entirely in the possession of Ruasia would be a
cause of oontinual anxiety for Alexander's nsighbors and Burope. Tallyrsnd

——

19 %‘; 292#




0
firmly supported the Polish xight to restoration of independence until it
became evident that France would noi receive additional support from
Castlereaghs Continued French demand for Pollish restoration, in the faoct of
overwheluing opposition, would have irritated Alexander without gaining any
merit in the eyes of others and also would have wounded Aunstyria widch in the
first session of the Congress did not wish for this reptoration. 2
The fact that England failed to insist upon Polish restoration,
ampted Franse to abandon the Polish cause after Auwstria and Prussia were

satisfied with Alexander'ts offer., While Castlereagh considered the entire
restaration "f, Poland as an independent state a worthwhils principle, he did
not subsoribe to only a partial restoration beosusel

to oreate & kingdom out of a fourth of Poland, would be

but to create regrets for the three other fourths, and

Just cause for anxiety for those who might be possessed

of sny portion of it whatever, and who, from the moment

that mmmwdammof?olmd, eould no longer

count for a single moment on the fidelity of their

subjecte} and tiwa, instead of a foous of civilisation,

they [Buropean powers] would only have established one

of inswrrsction and trouble, whereas peace and tranguillity
mmmh.«tzmmﬁmnm,xm.ﬂ

Howavers

While admitting that st has given certain rights
to the empersy s it maintaing that the limite
of those rights is that line that sammot be o, Sy

out trespassing on the security of his neighbors.®?

20 De Broglis, Menoire of Tallyrand, III, 3LO.
A Ibid., 260-261.
22 Indd.
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The”above quotation is auple evidence that although England did no}
wish to see Poland vestored on present conditions, she was just as unwilling
to allow Alexunder to dispose of Polmd as he wished, As & means of curbing
Rugsian power, Castlereagh sspoused Auvetrien and Prussian demands and M
them that the only manner by which they conld prescrve the Polish territory
8t11l in their possession was to gij'a the Poles a degres of autoncmy to keep
then satlefied.?> Hapoleon's return in 1815 farced England to make oo
cossions to Alaxander in exchange for furither military support against the
formor Prench Bmperors

English opposition was not the only motive for French gradusl dise
interest in the Polish questions Muture events Indicated that rrench
interests dlotated the policy. On August 1, 181k, Louls XVIII sent
instructions to his Aubassadors at Vienna, which stated that the resstablishi
mont of the Polish Kingdom would be a good and very great lmprovesant but
only under three conditionse The instructions demanded thet the new Kingdom
be independent} have & sirong constitutions and that it not be necessary to
compensate Austria and Pruseis for territory that had fallen to them, The
instructions stated that all the conditions were impossible and the sepond
more so than the othorss. In the first plase, Russia would not wish to
restore Poland in oxder to lose what she almwady posssssed, but setually
desired to acquire what she did not possess. The granting of Russian demandy
would mean oxeation of a great and imminent danger Lot Burope. Tallyrand
wns instructed that Prussian pretsusions to Saxony would end if Poland waes
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not restoredy besause it was only as a compensation for what she did not
recover that Prussia dared to ask for smcmy.ﬁ‘ The Prench instructions
indigated that Austria would undoubtedly demand compensation in Italy for thL
loss of the two Galiclas, to the detriment of French interests. As a
solution to the problem, France proposed that, with the exception of the casp
in which Poland would be restored in complete independence of each of the
three Partitioning Powers, the only workable proposition which the French
King could consent to would be to restore everything in Poland to the status
of the last ézmmmﬁ French suvggestion of return to the "old ordex®
provoked bitter réamtmmt in the Poles who spaw their years of service in
the French cause as & total loss. Polish resentment was aggravated to an
aven greater extent by a statemsnt in the instructions which declared that:

By remaining divided, Foland will not be annihilated for

evor; the Poles no longsr forming a politlcal soolety,

will contimwe to form a family. They will no longer have

the same sountry, but thoy will have the same language,

they will thue rewsain united by the strongest and moat

durable of all links. They will arrive, under foreign

dominations, at the virile age which they have not been

ahle to reach during nine centuries of independence, and

the moment when they attain it will not be far from that

of thelr emancipgiion, when they will all oonverge to

the same centire,

The Frenoh interest in the preservation of the Kingdom of Saxony
gonpelled Louls XVIII to saorifice the PFolish question if Prussia contimed
to seek sompensation in Saxony for the losses of Polish terriiory.

—

25 Ibid., 180-181.
26 Tbid., 181,
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Tallyrand, however, was anxious to swport saxony and Poland, both of which
he considered vital to French interests. Eventually, Isllyrand abundemed
all effort when it begcams obwvicus that the Polish question ceased to interest
the powors most directly concermed.

Concesalons were made on both sides and the result of tie Congress
of Vienna was a morious of treaties which disposed of the Polish question
between Russis, Prussia and mm.' The Duchy of Warasw, exospt for the
territory ceded to Austria and Prussia, was Lrrevoosbly attached to the
Russian Emplve with the Csar as Lt Hing. The seotion of the Duchy of
Warsaw, called the Grand Duchy of Posnan (Posen), was granted to the Frussiel
King who was to have full sovereign rights over this territory for himself
and his descendents. Prussia also received Torun snd Dansig. Oalicia and tie
salt mines of Wielloska were returned to Austria, while Cracow became a
msutral olty under the Jurisdiction of the Partitioning Powers. 7The Poles
transferred under Russian sovereign rule were promised a liberal constitutios
and, together with the Poles wnder Austrian and Prussian control, gusranteed
representation and naticnal institutionss>! The section of the Duchy of
Waraaw joined to the Russian Empire consisted of three-fourths of the 1809
Tuoly and inoressed tho sise of Russian Polish possessions to the extent thag
the greatest amount of Polish territcry was now in the hands of the Rusaian
Cuar,

The Poles patlently swalted the resulis of the Congress of Vienna
and in the event that they were transferyred to Russia, hoped that Alexander

27 MNanke, Zyplsy Do Nauki Historji, 9091 passim.
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would fulfil: the promises he made from the time of tha creaticn of the
Duchy of Varsaw. Alaxanderts victories at the Congress, gave him the power
to decide Poland's fate, which he progptly announced to the Poles in a Mth
to Count Ostrowski, the president of the Senate. In the letier, Alexander
stated thats

It L8 with great satisfaction that I announce $0 you + « «
that the fate of your comutry is at lsst decided by the
unanimous volce of all the Powers united in this Congress.
In sccepting the title of King, I shall endsavor o saw
tisfy the wishes of the nation. 7The kingdom of Poland will
bo unlted to the empire Ly ths boxis of its om canatitution,
‘wpon which I shall endeavor to fomd the welfare of the
pation. If the great imterest of universal peace has not
pormitiad the whole of Poland to remain united under the sams
sceptre, I will at lesst try {o soften as much a8 possible the
rigor of their separation and to obtain for thenm evu'gm
the peaceable anjoyment of their national liberties.d
A first glance at the above letier, without knmmga of the baoke
ground which precedsd it, zave the impression that the Poles offered the
Polish crown to Alexander and that e mtmmﬂsrmtavoéy&w
ocnstitution pattarned after that of May 3, 179l. Any such impression was
deoeiving because as preceding events indlcated, the Poles only aligned
themselvos with Alsxander when all other hope vanished and would have
proferred a king of their own nationality. In addition, the constitution
which Alexander gave to the Poles falled to embrace all the liberal views
hoped for hy the peoples The solution of the Polish problen at the Congress
of Vienna was not a permanent one, and the Polish guestion becane a center

of dispute between the Partitioning Powers for the naxt Inmdred years.

28 Cholseul-Gouffier, Histarical Memoirs of Alexander I, 196=197.




CHAPTER VIIX
CONCLUSION

For the Poles, the Duchy of Yarsaw was & bright interlude in the
dark and sad days which were theirs during the ninetesnth centwry. It is fof
thls reason that the Polos remember Napoleon not bacsuse the French Epercr
promised to restore the independence of Poland. The Napoleonic era was &
bitter dlsappointment for the Polish paople who believed that their former
Kingdem would be restared and with that purpose in mind joined the French
legions imsediately after the last Partition. Palish hopes remalned tied tol
the fate of Hapoleon although he fatled to comply with his promises that he
would reconstitute the pre~Partition Polish Kingdoms The Treaty of Tilsit,
wiich brought the Duchy of Warsaw into existence in 1807, did not satisfy
the Polea who expected much more, The subsoguent additien to the Duchy in
1807 still did not come close towsrd Polish realization of independence.
However, the Duchy was considered a mueleus of a Poland which would be
independent in the nsar future, The existence of the Duchy of TWarsaw served
the purpose for which Napoleon created it

There were several motives behind Napoleon's creation of the Duchy
of Warsaw. The most important resson was Napcleon's desire to sstablish his
power and dynasty in France, snd this he couvld only accomplish by bringing
glory to france and strengthening French domination in Burope. Hapoleon's

s




motives were-based upon parsonal interests and ambitioms which guided his
action from his appearance on the Burcpean scene to his final defest at
Yaterloo. In the csse of Partitionsd Poland, Nepoleon's actions were not
influvenced Yty sympatly or rightscusness of Polish independence but Ly sslfish
reasons of personal glory. The fortune of an wriificlal state such as
Napoleon ereated in the Duchy of Warsaw owsd its existence to the fact that
mmmmmmmmmlMMWMhﬂmmmmaumm
dominate Prussia and erest a buffer state betwoen himself and Russia, tiw
ochief cpponant to the extnesion of Napolsonic poway in Purope. Napolemm
realived that in the eyes of the logitimats Hwropean monarchs he was a
usurper and illegitimately occupied the French throms. Napoleon also was
awgre that the legitimate moparchs would not tolerate his political maneuvers
to dominate Europe and would contdnue to interfaore in his planss 70 protect
himself, Napoleon resorted to the formation of a barrier betwesn France and
hey enmmies. Poland's strategle position proved to be the idsal location of
& buffer state onoce Napoleon mabjugated Prussim. With this end in view,
Napoleson courted Poliah aspirations, told the Poles that the only othwyr cholos
was to live under the yoke of foreign domination, and after Prussisn defeat
erested the Duchy of Waysaw in 1807, Although Napoleon promised the Poles
independence, future events indicated that the Duchy of Warsew wes coupletaly
in his power and ruled by his will alene. The oconcessions which Mapoleon
made to the Partitioning Powers did not erase the memory of Prussian and
Austrian defeat nor oalm the fears of Rusais. All thoss powers realissd the
purpose for which Napoleon oveated the Duchy and opposed its existence froam
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the moment that the idea of Lis creation was oonowived,

m:mmwppmmmwmmwofmmmma
which considered ths Duchy a mucleus of a restcred Poland which would
eventually culminate in the loss of all Ruseiasn Polish territary acquired by
the Thres Partitions. Moresover, Russia was in constant fear of the extension
of French domination into hey sphere of influence in Central Esstomn Burope
and jealously guarded w:amuﬂﬁm In Alexander's eyes, French
suscesses in Italy and Prussia ssemed to be a precursor of Russian defest by
Napoleons The Treaty of Tilait was considered a beginning of Hapoleon's
military plans to engulf all of Husals under French supremasy. The offer of
the Polish crown made by Kepoleon to Alexander wus rejected becaune Alexander
belioved ithat such a move would place him in the position of gratefulsness to
the French imperors Napoleon wondered why Alexander refused the magnanimouvs
offer but knew that the Russisn Csar would not accept. Hapaleon plasated
Russis in 1807 and 1809 with territorial concessicne at the expense of
Alexander's alliss, Prussis and Austris, but refused to farmally agres to
‘Alexanderts proposal that Franos would ever undertaks to establish the full
independence of Poland. However, once the Duchy of Warsaw was established,
Russis opposed its existence and suspected Hapoleon of plotting t0 e
establioh all of the former Kingdom of Poland. The enlargement of the Duohy
in 1809 added fuel to & dangerous situsticn and Alexandsr sttespted to
elininate the Polish problem by proposing to restore Poland with the Ruseian
Csar as the King of Poland. Alexmnder's plans to rebuild Poland under hie
soeptre failed to attrsot Polish support and ended in the same manner as his
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overtures befors Tilsit. The Poles believed that it wee not in the natwre of
the Russian Gaar to be & libsrator of the Polish paople but that he coveted
the Polish territory for Ruseia and plarmed to gain even those lands which
Catherine pernitted to becoms Prussian and Avstrian possessionss The Polish
leaders believed that Alexanderts firet comsideration lay in the expansion of
the Russian Bmpire which looked toward the West as wall as the East.
Wm'u%ﬂmamﬁmmﬁdﬁdmwrwmaummamm
nation with definite plans for the destruction of the Duchy of Waresw and
asoquisitions of additional Polish pro

Opposition to the Duchy of Warsaw also cems from Prussis, at whose
mmmmwmammmmun Polish state. 7The Treaty
of Tiisit in 1807 ended Hapoleon's war with Prussis in which Napaleon emerged
the victor and subjugated Pruseis. The loss of Prussisn Polish provinces was
a severe blow to the Prussians who looked with greed upon the noarthwestern
Polish territory for many oenturisss The Prussiasng wished 1o unite East
Prussia and Silesia to their own monarchy and were sspecially desirous of
cbtaining the key citiss of Dansig and Torwie The Partitions of Poland
fulfilled thelr wishes tmt Napoloon's intersst in Poland proved a wenaoe to
Prussian retintion of aoquired territory. FPrussian antagonisa to Napoleonts
schomes resulted in an siliance with Russis and the war of 1806, The burden
of the war fell upon Russis whioh sveniually declded to refysin from further
depletion of her rescurces after the battle of Priedlands Russian allisnce
with Prussia was interesting in the light of the fact that Frederick Wiiliem
I1I entertained the idea of proclaiming himself Xing of Poland and made an
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effort to inquire of Polish sympathies to such a move. The alliance was not
between Prussla mdvk’iumuia, but between Frederick Willlam IT and Alaxander I}
since Russia was suspicious of Prussisn atteupts to re-sstablish Poland,
After the creation of the Duchy of Warsaw, Prussia torned her attention to
Russia, which was experisncing strained relations with Napoleon. Prussis
wmmadmwm;wwmmmmwm
provinoss to the pre-1807 status, The most bitter opponent of Napolson was
Baron Stein who guavanteed Russia her provinces if she would atd Prussis in
reguining territory which was vital to her somplete security and independence
Russia proved to b8 & false ally and Alexander oonmsoled his consoience with
soquisitions of Prussian territory in the former Polish Kingdoms Prussisn
cpposition continued against Hapoleon despite proximity to the French Empire
and in the Russian oampaign of 1812, Prussia joined Russia to defeat the
French usurpor, Pmm;'ap@iumzwwpm‘wmmwmhndm
the loss of territory in 1807, provinces which she consideyed moet valusble.

The third powar which stremuously opposed the sxistence of the
Dushy of Warsaw was Austria. The basic reason for Ausirian opposition
stemmed from the loss of part of Caliois in 1809 which was subsequently
added to the Duchy. The opposition, however, existed prior to 1809 and in
faot began with the awarencss of Napolson's plans to dominate Europe and
create a buffer state for his prowection. With the areation of the Duchy in
1807, the Austrians sew their rolish provinces in jeopardy and foared ihe
loss of Calicia in the event that Waepoleon resonstituted the ancient Kingdom
of Polands loss of Gallola meant a deorcase in the Habsburg Inheritance and
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therely aroused intenss opposition to the Duclyy, & constant reminder of the
insecurity of Austrian Polish provinces. Napoloon's remarke that if Austria
did not cooporate with Pranoe he would be forced to support a Polish rewvolt
which might oocur, was conetrued as & serious threat, Especlially after
Brfurt, Hapoleon turned his attentiom toward the Poles and did not placate
the Austriens. Austris prepared for war with Franoce which ended in the
WWMW&WW,MWWMIMWMaW
part of calicia to the Duchy of Warsaw, PMrom that time on, Austris grieved
the lossws and plamned to take revenge for her humiliation, The enlargement |
of the Duchy provoked Russia but territorial conosssions at Austrian expense
placated Alexander who showed himeelf as unfalthful sn ally of Austria as of
Prussias. 'hen it becams obvious that he would have to fight Bussia, Repolecd
courted Austrian passive aseistance with remariable success. Ne proposed
the exchange of Oalioia for anothor province in the event that the Austrians
would agree to such a ohange, Metternich discussed the plan with Esperor
Prancis and prepared a list of poasible territories as a base of wxchange.
Mottarnich was even quite willing to gain territory at the exponse of
Prossia. Napoleon's offer of the Ililyrian Frovinoces and Dalsatia found
favor with Austris, an offer which together with the possibls insecurity of
Austrian pommession of Oalicla sonvinced fmperor Francis that the best
political sourse lay in an alliance with France. During the Franco-Bussian
eazpaign, Avstria resained the passive ally of Napolson. The loss of
Galiola was forgotten when the threat of still further losses was imminent
tut this did not prevant Austria from showing her contimued opposition to g
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Duchy of Warsaw.

The Congress of Vienna mus the oulmination of Russian, Prussian
and Austrian opposition toward the Duohy of Warsaws Each Partitioning
Powar wanted to regain lost territory and, if possible; and add to it.
However, Ruseia opposed both Prussia and Austria and showed a disposition o
mltmm?alﬂhmnmt@nﬂmwmmn‘wmm
Partitions. The Partitioning Powers disagreed anong themselves and each was
willing to profit at the expense of the other. In the final setilement,
Russia mads several szall concessions to her sllies but was ataunch in her
detarmination to asquire thw Duchy as her personal prize for winning the
war, The above concessions to the allies, Prussia and Austris, plus the
med of Rusasien assistance in defeating Hapoleon's reappearance in Ewrops,
gave Eusaia a free hand to dispose of the Duchy in any manner she desired,
The Duohy was given almost in its entirety to Hussia and ceased to funotion
as an autonomous state. lack of English and French support of Polish
sspirations gave tacit approval to Alexander's method of disposing of
Poland which ceased to exist as an indspendent state until the conclusion of
Wordd War I in 191B.-
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Bignon, Edward, ore 1811, %o
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This book i3 an excellent scurce on the Duchy of Warsew and covers the
period even prior to 1811, Bignon was appointed the French Resident
to the Duchy in 1810 and presented an acourate soocunt of events which
trenspired there during his official residence.

Bourrienne, Louis Antoine Fauvelet de, Memolrs of
Re We Phipps, Vols III, New York, 1009.

- Bourrienne was the private ssoretary of Napoleon and in his memolrs
has a copparatively short but interesting acoount of the Prench
a attituds tomard the Poles and their aspirations for

iz Dyplosaty Bdwarda Bigonna,
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This is a very excellent primery sourse which not only gives the
Freuch attitude toward Poland during the negotiations st the Congress
of Yienna but also includes material relasing to evenis prior to
18154 It contains a wealth of letters and documents with respset

to the negotiations which went on behind the scenss at Vienna and a
clear ploture of the manipulation of Poland’s destiny.

Mml«emfmr. Mm Lu Comtaspe !39, !m %

There are a few good references to the Duchy of Warsaw in this eource
ut in general the work is not exhavstive on the subject and was used
only to galn further imowledge on Alexander's attitude toward Poland
during this era.

mwm, Jma, w EZFM From the Earliest Pariod to the

This 1is a good souros on the Duchy of Yarsaw but the major portion
122
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pooms to deal with the latter part of Polish history, It is one of
the very few good primary source materials in the English language
which concerns itself specifically with Poland,

GM%M, ed,y Memolys of Prince Adam Caartoryski, 2 vols., London,
ks, \

This is tho beal source available in the English language on the
relations batwesn Alexander I and the Polish nobleman Czartoryeki.
The souros not only includes Csartoryskl's letters to Alexander, but
also Alexandarts latters to Csartorysid. Some of the letters were
edited but camparison with the ‘ariginals in Polish verified the faot
that no essential parte of letters were omaitted, If there was a
disorepansy, the original Polish was used in the research,

‘Hm&lm, M, fonstyrtusie Mkh, 1791-"1921’ hﬂt ﬂﬂty Haraoe, 1926,

This work is 4 ocompilation of all the Polish constitutions betwsen
the above memtionsd dates. It was used primarily to obtain the
sonstitution of the Duchy of Varsaw which was given in its entirety.
The author is & very reliable Polish historian who has published
other works dealing with Polish history whioh ave included in the
segondary source material.

Eerry, The Zarl of, ede, The #W, Soms Unmpublished Documents
from the Bowood Papers, %a, »

Although this is a primary sourge, it was not used extensively during
the rescarch tut was oonsulied a few times to gain Napoleon's
attitude Yoward the Poles,.

3 Wll.p ﬁmﬂlﬁ 1550,

This scurce omtains the wemoirs of a Polish general and covers the
period from 1793 to 1830, It was used cnly in a few instances to
show Polish attitude during the period studied,

Eraushar, Alexander, ed., Pamlatuik Niemoswiosa o

This is a vary excellent primary sourcs as At contains the somolirs
of a contenporary of the Duchy of Varsaw. It is one of the best
Polish dooumentary sources on the internal affairs of the Duchy and
is quoted by most English historisns as well as Polish hMetorians
when they discuss the period of the Duchy.

Nemeval, Daron Napoleon De, ed., Memalrs Illustrating the History of
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Hapoleon©-l, Baron Claude-Prancols De Meneval, Vol. II, New Tork, 189L.

These memolrs were writton by Xapoleon's private seoretary and Officer
in his army. They are relisble and were used primarily for inforw
mation on Hapoleon's attitude toward Poland.

Hettornich, Prince Riohard, ed.,
trans,. by Mrs. Alexander Kw oy,

Hetternich's menolrs were used very extensively with the purpose of
obtaining the Austrian attitude toward the Ducly of Warsaw and
Hapoleun, This is an excellont primery source and contains many
valuable dogusments relating w Poland and the Partitioning Powers,

Nanke, Csesdaw, s Od Pilerwesego Hozbioru
Puluki. i wy%m% % sasow Kajnowssych, Lwow,
The above scurce contains an edited collection of documents relating to
the Duchy of Warsaw and other periods of Polish historxy,.

Oahwua Jan Duklan, Pamletniki Jana Duklana Ochockiego, 6 vols., Warsaw,
Balw

These memoirs present an excellent contemporary acoount of the era of
the Duchy of Warsaw,
Mwbnmw, Drs August von, Oﬁﬁﬁ
Yon Wirttenberg

art, »

The. above gouroe contained only & little information on Frederisk's
viewpoint toward the Duchy of Warsaw,

Scipio, Key eds and trana., P&M &0 m wm’ 2 volae,
Cracow, 190k,

The above source is the Polish version of Glelgud's edition of the
cmwmmmwmwwmwumrwmmm the
other scurce was erronecus or defilolent.

Segur, hre do, P br. ds Adjutanta Cesarsa Napoleona I, 3
vols,., trang, . LAsEcsY) » 'RTBaw, n.de

These are memolrs of Sogur who was an adjutant in Napoleon's army and
a contmporary of the Duohy.

Wﬁ, Capte Le Fo do, The History of Poland and Russim, lLondon,
L]
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Suchorzewski was a contemporary of the era studied and & very good
sourece for maiters dealing with the Bussian attitude towsrd Poland
during Napoleon's reign., 7Ihe book, though aull, is well dommud.

Zupanski, Jan Xonstanty, ed., Panle s Obajmujace
Yepoomienisa od Roku 1780 do Hol » 1853..

This is & very good source which shows the Polish attitude during ihe
Hapoleonio era. This work contains the memolrs of an eyewitness to the
Duchy of Jarsaw, Xosmlian wes & Polish historian widaly known and
highly reliable.

IX. SECHIDARY SOURCES

&mt@’ John . 30’ &ﬂ%@!ﬂ ‘sg. Iy Sly i (O W. 2 m.’ x“ ka’ mi

This work wea used to obtain Napcleon's views toward Poland but was
not used extensively for the study made.

Askenasy, Spymon, Xsiase Jésef Ponistowski 1763-1813, Posen, 1913.

This sonrce is well dooumeniad with the footnotes appearing in the baok
of the book. The footnotes are excerpts of letters and doouments from
which Askenasy wrote mzmarnmponmmmmmmma

Hapoleon's Marshalls.

W Honografie w Zaloesis Dslejow

The above work was used axtensiwely for the period from 1805 to 1807
and is a very well dooumentead source for the study which was made,

Asicanazys Ssynon, Sto Lat Zarsady w Krélestwie Polsikiem 1800-1900, Lwow,
. ;‘ '

Like the preceding two sources, this onc is also well documsnted and
the author is a very relisble Polish historian who is quoted Ly English
avthors dealing with Polish history.

Bainville, Jacques, Hapolson, tranw. Hamish 3iles, Boston, 1933«

This book was used only a few times in the footnotes as it did not
sontain very much on the Polish situation during Hapoleon's time.

mmmm ¥ichak iele w Daleja Poprosdiorows, III
2 Daisje Polsii w Zarysie, » IXI,
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This i» & wery good source on the period after the Partitions and gives
adequate coverage of the period of the Duchy.

Brief cmxm of P His ?, Publications of the National Polish
ot"% odé’ Geneva, vamrlmd, 1920,
This is only a very brief and very general ocutline of Polish history.
Planned by Lord iston, Vole IX "Napoleon,”

This history book is very general and actually there was litile use
made of this book becauves it dealt primarily with Nepoleon,

Poldman, Wilhels &na?oumj Polityoznel w Okresie Porosbiorowym,
W&HBW;’ » l‘m%

Poldman is & very reputable Polish historian and his work ie amply
dosumented and reliable.

Pournier, August, Mapoleon X, trsns. by Annie E. Adams, I, London, 191ke

Iike the otheyr books which doalt with Kapoleon one also had very
Mttle information on Poland but what was miable o
broaden the data on the French Emperor's attitude tmrﬁ!’olmh

Handolsman, Marceli, MW’ 2 vols., ‘‘arsaw, 1948,
This i & very recent book by one of Poland's best conteuporary
historians, lis is a reliable asthority and uses only the most
doocumeniary scurce material.

Handelsman, Marceli, Napoleon a Polsks, Warsaw, n.d.
The above book s a very good and although it is classified as a
secondary source, its extensive documentation makes it & reliable
authority on the Duchy of Warsew,

Handelsman, Maroeli, Pod Znakiem Hap Stydya Historyosne, Warsaw, n.d.

This book has exvellent footnoting and bibliography, and uses nothing

but primary sourocs materials A great deal of the sourves are in their
original language, e.ge. French and Gernans The other books writien by
Handelsnan follow the same type of dooumentatione

Ihe History of Hapolson Bucnaparte, Vol. I, London, neds

This history did not deal extensively with Poland but there wers a few
references to the Duchy of Wersaw and Napoleon's attitude toward the
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Polese «
fipa, Enil, W Gents a F Monografie w Zalresle Dsiejow
Nowosytnyoh, Cracow, i3

Refarances to the above work wero made in the chapter an the Congress
of Vienna although the author dealt with the Polish problem prior to

the Congross.
xtmhﬁgn, Friedrich M., Napoleon, trans. by Henry St. Lawrence, Londom,
]

The above work was used cnly ocosssionaly for the research but it gave
a pﬁ.awm ar Napoleon's attitude toward l*almﬂ

Lmdwm, Kml, Napoleon I, trans. by Jan Kisosynski, arssw, 1905,

This source deals with Mapoleon's life., Thore are no footnotes
referring to source material but it contains a list in the back which
tells the sources used by the suthor. Most of the sources are in
Gernan. : '

MN", X’w W of Nepolson the Pirst, Vols IXX, 1805-1808, 2nd,

This is a history dealing primarily with aapelmn’a sotivities outaide
of the Polish realm.

Limancewki, Wmarﬁw 8 “alka Narodu Polakiege O
MispodlegXoso, . R

‘!‘M&mu&mh%ﬂzthommdnwmwmhnmwm
mwh for independence., It is very well dooumsnted and
’ E 3

Rambaud, Alfred, Russia, 2 vola., trans. Leonora D. Lang, New York, 1902.

The above book is a gsneral histoxy of Russia. It is not footnoted
but containe a bibliography in the baock. It was not used extensively.

Mm, We Fuy Je He Penson, Os M’ Re mki; edn., The mﬂ
Mlstory of Poland % Avgustus IT to Pilsudsid, 1697-1935
ridge, England .

This 15 the best and most suthoritative English sourcs on Polish
history available ai the present time. Although it does not contain
footnotes, the anthors give an indication of the sources uwsed, A third
volwee is in preparation which will give all the bilhliographical datas
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Resbowaki, Alexander, Z Z Eonatytuey jnego
e 1908 Zyosa 2 ¥ Esteptele Varssawsiclen,

This 18 one of the very few pood books which deals with the Duohy of
Varsew exolusively. It is well dooumented and conoerns the cone
stitutional aspects of the Duchy,

smlw,JmRMt, e and Times of Stein or Germany and Prussia in the
Hapolacnio Age, V T. YT, Lonfon, 1870

It wes necessary to obiain the Cerman point of view in making the
yesearch on the Duchy and the above book gave an excellent illustration
of the Prussian attitude towsrd the Duchy and Alexander,

Smolefiskl, WaadysXew, Duieje Narodu w Warsow, 190k,

Smolefiskd is a very reliable historian and hiis works are very

- axtansively documented even though they are coneidered to bo a
seoondary eource. 7This book is a little more than a general history
text because it brings in nmany detalls which would not be found in a
nmore broad text on Polish history.

Smoleriski, WiadysXaw, Narcd Polsicl ¥ Falce o Byt, "areaw, 1919,

like the previous work, wumwmmmmmmw
and gontaine many details about the Duchy of “arsaw.

Smolks, Staniskaw, Polityks Lubsoldego Prsed Powstanien W 2 vols.y
Cracow, 1907,

A groat deal of thw text is in French and a little in Cerman and

Rusaian., The book is dooumented but most of the material is available
in the original letters of Osartoryski. 7This could almost be considered
a prinary source,

Strakhovsky, Leonid ., Alexand of Ruseie, The Man %ho Defeated
Yapoleon, Kew York, i i

The above book is only a genersl source on Alexander and Russian
attitude toward the Ducly of Warsaw,

Treitschke, Heinrich Gotthard von, History of Ce n the Hinet
wwa.wmmm%‘ﬁﬂ w%,‘%’. .
This is a good souros for Prussian opinion of Wapoleon and z!m Polish
fsmue during the beginning of the nineteenth century.

Watson, Thomas H., A Sketoh of His Iife, Charaster, Styuggles
ovenants, Yook, 1902, ’ ’ ’
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There weve only brief references to Poland and Napoleon's attituds
toward the Poles and their aspiraticns.

III. HELATED SBOURCES

The following sources were not quoted in the footnotes but wore used to
verify information in primary and secundary references., All of these worke
are YLy reputable historians and are well documented.

Handelsman, Maveeli, Pomigdsy Prussmi a Hoslg, Warsaw, 1922, |

This work deals with Polandtes position betwsen Prussia and Hussia and
explains the dangerous position which Poland ocouples. It containes an
exoullent bibliography and documents.

Kukiel, Dr. Maryan, Datsje Sresa Polsidego ¥ Epove lspoleonsicte], 1795-1815,

Posen, 1912

Dr. Rukiel directed his attention primarily to a study of Polish
military ocontributions to Napoleon after the Partitioms. The work
containg a valuable bibliography, documentation and naps.

Rutraeba, Stanisiew, Historya Ustroju Polski w Zarysie, Vol. II, Lwow, 1920,

Batrzoba dealt with Poland from 1772 until 1915 and deaaribed the
various asotions of Poland during this period. 7The author stated that
he used primary source documents in his work which he clsimed had never
boen used beforw. The author ussd the doouments to verify his om
Iindinpgs., There are no footnoies but & small paragraph at the
beginning of each discussion indicated the souros.

Veyssenhoff, Josef, od., Pamletnik Jen

These memoire are good primary source material and the appendix containe
many valuasble documents.

Zahorski, Dr. "Wudyslsw, Pamigtniki Dera Josefa Franka, 3 vols., Wilno, 1513.

Frank was & professor at the University of Wilno during the Napoleonis
ors and his memolrs cover the entire Duchy of Warsaw pericd. The
memoirs contain letters, doouments, but thoy deal primarily with his
wmmmmmmmmormmmawmm
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